
A BOOMER-IN’ GOOD TIME - Huck Finn Youth Fishing Days cast off last Saturday at Elgin Pond.
Among the first to drop their lines were, from left, Jakob Burtney, Emmet Quinn, Boomer the mascot,
and Brayden Quinn. Huck Finn Fishing Days ends this Saturday. For details, visit uxbridge.ca/huckfinn  

Photo by John Cavers

Roger Varley and Conrad Boyce 

At an event in the rain-soaked woods of the for-
mer Gan Eden property on Old Stouffville
Road on Saturday, the provincial government
announced that a new provincial park might
be in Uxbridge's future.
Finance Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy, Environ-

ment Minister David Piccini, Durham Region
Chair John Henry, Mayor Dave Barton, the
mayors of Scugog and Pickering, conservation
authorities and local councillors all gathered at
the property on the western edge of town to
make the announcement. 

Bethlenfalvy, who also is MPP for Pickering-
Uxbridge, said a large swath of land to the west
and south of the downtown area could become

the province's first urban provincial park..
"This is a perfect home for a park," he said.

“Opening a new provincial park in Uxbridge
would give families and people in the commu-
nity new ways to enjoy the great outdoors all
year around.”

Piccini, noting the announcement was being
made on Earth Day, said the creation of a park
would be "a major step forward for conserva-
tion and biodiversity protection in Ontario. We
look forward to working with the public and
local stakeholders to make this vision a reality.”
No clear plans for next steps laid out, nor was

it said the park is set in stone.. Piccini said work
will proceed over the next couple of years to de-
termine "the feasibility" of a park and added:
"We hope to make it a reality." A provincial

government news release on the subject referred
to "the government’s intent to explore the cre-
ation of this new protected area in Uxbridge." 
Barton noted in his remarks that it is too soon

to give details of what the park will look like or
exactly how large it will be. The gathering was
told that the park "may" include up to 532
hectares (1,315 acres) of provincially owned
lands. The province took over ownership of
that land almost two decades ago after devel-
oper Joey Tanenbaum abandoned plans in the
1990s to construct a massive subdivision. It has
been protected land since then, but largely un-
used.
It is believed the park would take in the parcel

of land bordered on the north and west by 
...continued on page 3

Possible provincial park announced for Uxbridge 

NEW LISTING - 24 O’BRIEN AVE. 
STOUFFVILLE    

- Century home with original charm 
- Family room addition on the back 
- Full basement below addition  
- Oversized double garage/area for  
  workshop/loft 
- Located in old downtown core  
- Close to shops, pubs etc.  

Asking  
$1,799,000  

Sales Representatives

Office:
905-852-4338

Marie Persaud
Direct: 416-970-8979
MariePersaud.ca

Alyssa Persaud
Direct: 647-232-8979
AlyssaPersaud.ca

THINKING OF SELLING?
Let’s talk, as we have buyers 

looking for a variety of properties 
and locations.

Our focus is honesty, integrity
and competency!

Call today and we can chat.   

Remembering The Storm  •  uxperience is back  •  Legion honours those who remember
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Justyne Edgell

After 20 years, local choral group Bella Nove is
closing up its music folders for the final time
on June 4. 
In the early 2000s, Jennifer Neveu-Campsall,

a local voice teacher and choral conductor, was
inspired by a fellow voice teacher who had
formed an ensemble of nine singers from her
studio into a triple trio.

“ey were excellent. With the students that
I had at the time I thought, ‘I can do that,’” re-
calls Neveu-Campsall.
She decided to form her own ensemble called

Bella Nove, which translates to beautiful nine,
as there are nine members in a triple trio, three
on each musical part.

Every year since its inception, students from
Neveu-Campsall’s studio have been invited to
join Bella Nove, with ages generally ranging
from 13 to 18 years old, a format which, says  

...continued on page 7

Popular local choral
group prepares its
‘Last Song’
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

�e Township of Uxbridge is an equal opportunity employer in accordance with the Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act, 2005 and the Ontario Human Rights Code (OHRC). �e Township of Uxbridge will 
provide accommodations throughout the recruitment and selection and/or assessment process to applicants 
with disabilities and/or needs related to the OHRC. Personal information provided is collected under the 
authority of �e Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details and quali�cations required for these positions are 

available at uxbridge.ca/careers

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for May  
Monday, May 1, 10:00 a.m. 

GENERAL PURPOSE AND 
ADMINISTRATION MEETING  

Monday, May 8, 10:00 a.m. 
COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday, May 8, 7:30 p.m. 
HERITAGE COMMITTEE MEETING  

Wednesday, May 10, 7:00 p.m. 
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT  

Monday, May 15, 10:00 a.m. 
GENERAL PURPOSE AND 

ADMINISTRATION MEETING  
Proclamations for April 

April 28 – National Day of Mourning  
Proclamations for May 

Asian Heritage Appreciation Month 
Community Living Month 

May 2-8-Mental Health Week 
May 5-Red Dress Day 

May 10-Anti-racism Day 
May 17-International Day against 

Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia 
May 18-Global Accessibility Awareness Day 

May 20-Asian Gold Ribbon Day 
May 21-27-National Public Works Week 

May 22-28-VON Week 
May 27-June 2-Durham Pride Week 

May 28-June 3-National Accessibility Week 
May 31-Red Shirt Day

Current Opportunities 
Treasury – Deputy Treasurer, full-time, permanent 

Closes Friday, May 5, 2023, at 4:30 p.m. 
Uxbridge Public Library – Facility Custodian, contract 

Closes Friday, May 5, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. 
Public Works and Operations - Crossing Guards 

Resumés accepted on an ongoing basis 
Summer Opportunities 

Uxbridge Historical Centre - Community Museum Technician, 
contract - Closes Friday, May 19, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.  

Tourism – Assistant Tourism Development Coordinator,  
summer student, contract - Closes Friday, May 26, 2023 

Bids & Tenders 
All current bid opportunities are posted to 

https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/business-and-development/bids-and-
tenders.aspx?_mid_=23193 

• U23-09-Supply and Application of Liquid Calcium Chloride 
Closes April 27, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

• U23-08 - Sidewalk Installation and Repairs 
Closes April 27, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

• U23-15-Tra�c Control Markings 
Closes May 4, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

• U23-10 - Tree Planting - Closes May 5, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

• U23-05-Fire Extinguisher Maintenance 
Closes May 18, 2023, at 12:00 p.m. 

• U23-14-Supply, Deliver and Installation of Library shelving  
for Uxbridge Public Library 

Closes May 25, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. 

Weight Restrictions Lifted 
E�ective April 24, 2023, seasonal Weight Restrictions  

have been lifted on Township of Uxbridge roads.

The Thomas Foster Memorial 
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km North of Uxbridge  

www.thomasfostermemorial.com  
Fridays at the Foster – 2023 Concert Series - every Friday night from 

7:30pm – 8:30pm from May until September, 2023.  Admission is 
by donation at the door. 

May 5 - Django Djunkies; May 12 - Garth Dynes – Blues Singer; 
May 19 - Justin Dillon - Hand Pan; 

May 26 - Bob Vopni - Fingerstyle Guitarist. 
Check out the website for more information regarding Meditation 

Sessions, Tours and Purchase a Plaque.

Horseshoes at the Museum  
Register now for horseshoe games at the Museum! Beginning Tuesday, 
May 2 at 6:30pm, and running throughout the summer. All donations 
of horseshoes gratefully received. Call Bob Kirvan at 905-852-9176.

Street Sweeping 
�e Township of Uxbridge is currently sweeping streets in the North 
West quadrant of the Township. Please avoid parking on area streets 
while sweeping takes place.

From The Tax O�ce 
Second Property Tax Installment was due 

April 26, 2023. 
Monthly or Installment Pre-Authorized 

Payment Plan  
Deadline to Enroll for the 2023 Final 

property taxes is April 30, 2023. 
To �nd out if you are eligible to enroll, visit 

our website www.uxbridge.ca/en/living-
here/property-taxes.aspx or call the tax 

o�ce at 905-852-9181 for more 
information.  

Change of Address: If you need to change or 
update your mailing address, please notify 

our o�ce in writing or by emailing 
tax@uxbridge.ca



New urban park, from page 1
Highway 47, on the south by Old
Stouffville Road and on the east by
Concession 6 and the Gan Eden
property on the south side of Old
Stouffville Road. That land would be
connected with other lands to the
south, as well as to 80 acres donated
to the cause by local philanthropist
John McCutcheon.

McCutcheon, local environmental
activist Brian Buckles and the Green
Durham organization were singled
out by the dignitaries for their work
in advancing the plans for a park. As
Barton said: "This wasn't my idea.
This was a community idea."

Buckles said he was pleased by the
announcement.
"We've been promoting this for ages

and ages," he said. "It's been a long,
long road."
He said the possibility of a park ap-

pears to have a lot of support from
people such as the Nature Conser-
vancy, which should lead to funds
being made available to make the
park a reality.

"That makes me feel more opti-
mistic," Buckles said.

He admitted, however, that, so far,
it has been hard to pin down who ex-
actly will be responsible for manage-
ment of the land.

Referring to the Tanenbaum pro-
posal, Buckles said opposition to the
project was "huge," to the point that
there was so much unease, the
province stepped in and froze devel-
opment on the Oak Ridges Moraine.

Former mayor Gerri Lynn O'Con-
nor said she was not made aware of
the announcement prior to it hap-
pening, but said that "if it's going to
be a park, that's amazing." She said
her understanding is that there will
not be any camping sites in the park
"but adding some green space is a
plus."

She praised McCutcheon, Buckles,
Green Durham and Uxbridge Natu-
rally for their involvement.

"They have worked on this for
years," she said.

She also said it was the wholesale
opposition of Uxbridge residents to
the Tanenbaum proposal that re-
sulted in the lands moving into
provincial ownership. She said the
size of the proposed development
was such that Tanenbaum suggested
bringing in "the Big Pipe" to service
the subdivision. The Big Pipe was a
controversial sewer system designed
to carry York Region effluent to a fa-
cility in Pickering. O'Connor said
Uxbridge residents were opposed to
the Big Pipe as well as the develop-
ment project.
Resident reaction to the announce-

ment has been varied. One Facebook
page had many people wondering
what exactly “urban park” meant.
Mayor Barton told the Cosmos that

his understanding is that the urban
designation is there because the park
is similar to the Rouge Urban Na-
tional Park, in that it will consist of

a number of tracts of protected land
winding among pockets of residen-
tial, agricultural, commercial or even
industrial development. These tracts

will include the Gan Eden property,
the Nesbitt property (where the pop-
ular 1990s television series Road to
Avonlea was filmed) and the Mc-
Cutcheon property, but may include
other lands currently owned by the
TRCA, Durham Region or other en-
tities. Exactly what lands are to be in-
cluded will be part of the
consultation process, but a total
acreage of about 1,300 acres is cur-
rently contemplated.
As for usage in the park, Barton said

he wants to be “1,000% clear” that
no housing is contemplated, nor any
intense recreation infrastructure like
a major campground or swimming
pool. His understanding is that only
low impact recreation, such as those
activities currently occurring on the
rural trail system, is being contem-
plated.

Public consultation will take place
before the boundaries, and uses, of
the park are determined. The Town-
ship of Uxbridge has placed a survey

at  surveymonkey.com/r/LQ6MT27
for residents to give their input.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com



On this Earth Day, I would like to
give a shout out to the Uxbridge
Horticultural Society.
For so many years, it has been a

dedicated group that not only helps
beautify our area, but also educates
about nature. We have taken on
subjects from invasive plants to lit-
ter. We have helped youth groups,
seniors and newcomers to our town.
As our members have aged, we have
had to cut back on projects, but
overall still do a fine job.
Many members have given their

time planting at the library and sen-
iors’ centre, but in the past we did
as many as eight or nine gardens in
town.
If anyone needs advice, informa-

tion on gardening or plants on their
property, they can join a meeting.
They’re held on the second Wednes-
day of each month, April - Decem-
ber, at 7 p.m. Many members will
take phone calls as well. 

Please note - we will not come to
your house to help pull weeds!

Pam Kuiper
President

Uxbridge Horticultural Society

This is a special thank you to Gord
V. Gord found my phone/wallet in
the parking lot at Dollerama this
past Saturday. He picked it up and
dropped if off at my home. My hus-
band caught your first name but
not your last. Thank you for pick-
ing up the wallet, thank you for tak-
ing time out of your day to drop it
off. Thank you for being a decent
guy.
When I found myself at Shoppers

Drug Mart without a wallet to cash
out, I started the “retrace, don’t

panic” journey. By the time my
friend dropped me at home with
my groceries (the ones she paid for
at Shoppers - thank you, dear
friend) - I was listing all the things I
was going to have to do, like cancel
cards, get a new phone, etc. I jok-
ingly asked my husband if there was
any chance someone had dropped
my wallet off. I couldn’t believe it
when he pulled it out of his pocket
and told me about Gord. So thank
you, Gord, for making it a happy
day!
As an aside, my friend later called

to tell me she’d found two $5 bills
on the passenger side of her car.
Some days you should just stay
home...

Sally Kotsopoulos
Uxbridge

Re: Letters, April 20 edition

To say “our police are not special,
just a club with gun rights and bul-
let-proof vests,” is quite disturbing.
The letter writer in this particular

case has rented out a portion of her
home (hopefully legal). In today’s
market, the owner should obtain
from the renter a list of references,
confirmation of employment and
first and last month’s rental pay-
ment. The police are not expected
or required to do this ground work.
The police do not write the laws
but will enforce them if possible. 
I’m suggesting the blame in this

particular case does not belong on
our police force. Maybe the land-
lord (again, hopefully legal) failed to
do her preliminary task. 
No reason to call the police a club

with gun rights and bullet proof

vests and not special. 
Roger Snoddon 

Uxbridge

Thank you so much for such a pair
of entertaining op-eds by Ted Barris
and Roger Varley in last week's edi-
tion. We were vastly amused by
their obvious satire in showing us
how ludicrous biased opinion pieces
can be - they were both so blatantly
anti-Conservative/anti-Republican
in their stances, it was a truly bril-
liant display!
But wait, did I misunderstand?

Was the extraordinary bias they
showed actually genuine? Reading
the columns again, I got an eerie
feeling that perhaps they were in
fact in earnest. Oh dear.
Neither of these gentlemen, de-

spite their professed journalistic ex-
pertise, may have heard about
recent election results in our own
Pickering-Uxbridge riding. While
federally, Liberals won 47 per cent
of the vote, followed by 36 per cent
for Conservatives and 13 per cent
for the NDP, provincially, the Con-
servatives won 44 per cent of the
vote, followed by the Liberals at 28
per cent, with the NDP leading the
back of the pack with 16 per cent of
the vote. It might, therefore, be ad-
visable for these two columnists,
rather than repeatedly record their
pro-Liberal/anti-anyone else's posi-
tions to appreciate the discerning
and subtle skill with which Picker-
ing-Uxbridge residents understand
the differing issues at different levels
of government, and the merits of all
three party platforms.  

...continued on page 7
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Letters to the Editor

There has been a lot of buzzing around town lately regarding the news that
Uxbridge is going to be home to a new provincial park. That buzzing
reached a crescendo on the weekend when provincial cabinet ministers, the
chair of Durham Region, various local mayors and councillors and conser-
vation authority representatives gathered at the former home of Joey Tan-
nenbaum's Gan Eden for a grand announcement about the park.
We were happy to hear, among all the self-congratulatory statements

being made at the lectern, acknowledgement of the work over the past two
decades by local conservationists such as John McCutcheon and Brian
Buckles in saving the land from development.

However, no one actually came out and said the park is a done deal. A
news release announcing the announcement stated: "Minister Piccini to
echo the 2023 Budget commitment to explore (our italics) the creation of a
new provincial park." 

At the event, Piccini told those assembled the province will be studying
"the feasibility" of a park and added: "We hope to make this a reality."
Exploring, hoping and studying the feasibility does not sound to us like a

firm commitment. Nor was there any solid information about the size of
the park. The township of Uxbridge forwarded a news release from the
province which stated that "the proposed urban park may (our italics) in-
clude up to 532 hectares (1,315 acres) of provincially-owned lands."
There's that shuffling again.
When our government representatives tell us they are exploring, hoping

and studying a park and it "may" be such-and-such an acreage, we find it
hard to become overly excited by the news.
To hear the politicians and conservation authorities on Saturday, one was

given the impression that it was thanks to all their hard work that a provin-
cial park is a possibility. Yes, there was a tip of the hat to Messrs Mc-
Cutcheon and Buckles and Green Durham, but nothing was said about the
way the residents of Uxbridge came together back in the '90s to fight
against Tanenbaum's mega development project. The opposition to his
proposal - which would have seen construction continuing to this day of a
development that would have doubled the urban population - was so in-
tense that Tanenbaum eventually backed down and, after some wheeling
and dealing, the province took over the land and set it aside as protected
land.

If a new provincial park is eventually established on the lands in question,
all the thanks should go to the residents of Uxbridge and the council of the
day who fought against unbridled development.

Our two cents
It’s a definite maybe
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NEED TO REACH 
MILLENNIALS?

Adults 18+ Millennials Boomers 

87% 
90% 

82% 

New survey results show that 
nine out of ten Millennials 
read newspapers weekly in 
print or digital formats.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Results are sourced from a November 2020 national online research survey managed by 
Totum Research. Interviews were conducted with 855 English and French Canadians in 
every province, and results were weighted to be nationally representative.
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Just about anyone who lives in urban
Uxbridge can walk or cycle to anywhere else
in the urban area in 15 minutes, give or take.
Within the urban area is just about every-
thing you need: shopping, health care, restau-
rants, recreation, entertainment, gas stations,
town services, etc. Heck, you don't even have
to leave the urban area to access the trail sys-
tem.
That's basically the idea behind the "15-

minute city" fad that is gradually filtering
into our consciousness. In effect, it's an ex-
tension of the old idea of "neighbourhoods."
For example, when I was a child, most every-
thing we needed to go about our daily lives
was at the end of our street. A grocery store, a
greengrocer's, tailor and dry cleaning, butcher
shop, fish and chips, sweet (candy) store, to-
bacconist, chemist, pub, cafés, churches, all
arrayed around the intersection of five streets.
There were two large public parks and my
school was within walking distance.
Sounds ideally convenient, doesn't it? Not

to some, as a crowd at the Corner House in
downtown Uxbridge heard last week. Local
resident David Ward and a woman named
Tish Conlin, who claims to be the People's
Party of Canada candidate in Durham riding
in the next federal election, told us of the
horrors we can expect if the 15-minute city
comes about. They also slammed the idea of
Digital ID, whatever that is.

According to these two, 15-minute cities
mean people will have to give up their rights
and their properties, society will resemble that
shown in the movie Hunger Games, vaccina-
tions will be needed for people to go any-
where and the government will decide what
people are allowed to buy. I'm not making
this up, folks. These are the dangers Ward
and Conlin actually warned us about. Ward
told the crowd this is "the most important
issue facing us today. This is our war!"

But they weren't finished. According to
Conlin, green energy is a fraud, climate
change is all lies, LED lights cause vomiting
and paedophiles are in our schools grooming
and sexualizing our children.
They never actually got around to explain-

ing to the crowd just what 15-minute cities,

Digital ID and some gobbledegook about
banking actually involved. They just told us
what these things would do to make us all
slaves to the government.
As a reporter, I have been trained not to in-

sert myself into a story except to ask ques-
tions. But I had to respond when Ward told
the crowd he had talked with councillors Pam
Beach and Todd Snooks about these ideas and
both "were receptive." As far as I was con-
cerned, he was trying to give the crowd the
impression that Beach and Snooks agreed
with him. When I challenged him, he admit-
ted he meant only that they were receptive to
the conversation.

Conlin told the crowd no politicians could
be trusted - (strange, coming from someone
running for election) - even municipal coun-
cillors. I told her I had the greatest respect for
our local council and added: "and I give them
s*** every week." In an attempt to bolster her
argument that we all face danger, Conlin gave
a couple of quotes about tyranny, starting
with: "The only thing necessary for the tri-
umph of tyranny is that good men do noth-
ing." I felt compelled to point out to her that
the quote by Edmund Burke actually was
about evil, not tyranny.
They told us they were not conspiracy theo-

rists, yet I saw several local individuals who
have told me in the past that we are regularly
being sprayed with chemicals by high-flying
aircraft, that the three-week Ottawa siege was
merely a peaceful protest by patriots and that
the COVID-19 pandemic was just propa-
ganda.
But, notwithstanding the warnings Ward

and Conlin were putting forward, the only
danger I saw was the possibility of a tray-load
of food landing on someone's head as wait-
resses tried to serve diners by weaving their
way through the crowd which was clogging
the spaces between tables. The whole scene
was completely chaotic.

It seems to me that some of the wacky ideas
flooding the United States these days are
slowly lapping over the border and it's up to
all of us to do a little research and challenge
these banshees.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It came out of a conversation my daughter
and I had a couple of months ago. Whitney
explained that one of her children’s teachers
had commented about a little-known after-ef-
fect of last year’s tornado. She said teachers at
the public school from time to time have to
calm down their young students when rain
pelts the building’s roof or winds moan out-
side their classroom windows. 
“Some of the kids react badly when stormy

weather hits town,” she said. “And they won-
der if we’re about to get hit by another tor-
nado.”
I admit that many such winds and rain-

storms over the 11 months since the EF-2
tornado whipped through Uxbridge on May
21 last year, have given me pause. Instinc-
tively when I hear or feel strong gusts, I look
to the large limbs on some of the trees that
are left in our yard and I scan the horizon to
the west where the storm came from last year.
And I dread any sky that hints at that ugly
wine-bottle green colour that preceded the
tornado. As my daughter and I talked about
such bad memories, we concluded that people
in our community haven’t really had ample
opportunity to tell their stories or experience
full closure from the storm.
“We need to talk about it,” Whitney said.

“We’re human. It’s what we do.”
In response, the Cosmos is inviting everyone

to a town hall at 7 p.m. on Thursday, May
11, at the Seniors’ Centre on Marietta Street.
As facilitator of the gathering, I’ve invited a
number of friends and acquaintances who’ll
share stories. One of my guests will walk us
through what some of our first responders
faced that Saturday afternoon last May. An-
other guest from the town office will review
what impact the storm had on township
buildings and the challenges of getting things
back up and running. Perhaps most impor-
tant, I’ve invited several friends and neigh-
bours who sustained severe property damage
and who’ve consequently faced tough deci-
sions – decisions about rebuilding, restoring
and recovering.

Among the toughest recoveries is that faced
by the congregation of Trinity United
Church. In a matter of seconds that Saturday
afternoon last May, the storm tore the roof
from the body of the church, leaving the
sanctuary uninhabitable and its precious inte-
rior exposed to the elements. Ultimately,
church leaders had to forego any plan for

restoration of what was. But all of us –
churchgoers or not – were heartened by the
show of support when another congregation
brought prayer shawls and physical support to
lift spirits of the Trinity family. Rev. Karen
Hammond Croxall summed up feelings of
loss this way:
“This continues to be a long road for our

church and town,” she wrote last November.
“Next week will be the demolition (of the
church) and more tears. … It is similar to
when you lose a person in your life – every-
one grieves differently and the time frame is
different.”
Rev. Croxall is absolutely right. Once we

knew nobody had been killed during the fury
of the tornado, we all began sorting through
damaged possessions hoping for the best, pre-
pared for the worst. I grieved over the small-
est things – things lost in a car flattened by a
fallen tree, newly acquired garden plants
blown away, and tools lost that were passed
down from our parents. But mostly I grieved
over the mature trees toppled or torn to
pieces along our street; in one of my columns
last May, I recalled my longtime neighbour
Ronnie Egan (who died in 2016) enjoying
the windbreak those trees provided in winter
and the shade in summer.
“Sentries,” Ronnie said. “They’re like sen-

tries up and down our street.”
And that’s another perspective I hope we’ll

explore during our town hall on May 11.
Uxbridge’s township canopy has always drawn
praise for its diversity and resilience. It’s a
subject I’ve often discussed with arborist Dave
Watts as he’s attended trees in our yard over
the past 30 years. The storm, he told me, had
an impact on his life he didn’t expect. When
it hit, he was about to turn his tree service
over to new owners.
“The storm delayed my retirement for two

months,” he said. “More important, in the
first few hours after the storm, we had over a
hundred emergency calls – amongst the first,
to clear entrances to Lakeridge and Bow-
manville hospitals, several nursing homes and
township roads.”
Perhaps Dave’s most remarkable story is

where he was when the storm hit. And for
that story, you’ll have to attend our town hall
on Thursday, May 11, to find out. All are
welcome to come and listen or share a story.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

A town hall to remember The Storm

WE ARE

HIRING

Are you a college or university student looking for 30-40 hours per week 
summer employment? We are currently hiring for all areas of the store 
including our Garden Centre. We offer competitive wages, a safe/happy work 
environment and a great opportunity to learn more about CANADA’S STORE.  
 
   
Send resumé to donnah@ctcux.ca or drop application/resumé  
at our Customer Service desk. 
 
Canadian Tire Uxbridge    www.canadiantire.ca    905 852 3315 

APPLY TODAY! 

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

They walk among us!



Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Most Uxbridgians don’t need an excuse to pop into Blue Heron Books on Brock St. W., but if
one is necessary, you have one this Saturday – it’s Canadian Independent Bookstore Day.

“Blue Heron Books has an action-packed day planned with over 15 visiting Canadian authors,
as well as prizes, giveaways, exclusive merch, and generally, a literary extravaganza!” exclaims store
owner Shelley Macbeth.

Some of the authors Macbeth is referring to include: Karen Connelly, Lucy Black, Ted Barris,
Terry Fallis, Sylvia McNicol and Tamara Williamson. And more are signing on to attend, says
Macbeth.
Canadian Independent Bookstore Day (CIBD) is an annual event that gives readers the chance

to support local independent bookshops. With more than 150 shops across expected to participate,
CIBD is an annual cultural celebration and an opportunity for book buyers, authors, illustrators,

and publishers to
acknowledge the
vibrant literary
ecosystem created
by “indie” book-
shops. Indie book-
sellers are experts
in their field, pas-
sionate about facil-
i t a t i n g
connections be-
tween reader and
writer and creating
genuine, lasting
relationships with
their customers.   

Shops like Blue
Heron Books
function as pillars
of the community
– inclusive spaces
for conversation
and hubs for
events promoting
en l i gh t enment
and entertainment
– think the Book
Drunkard Literary
Festival. 

“Independent
bookstores are also
important to a na-
tional literary
ecosystem,” says
Macbeth, “cham-
pioning Canadian
authors and illus-
trators from all
genres and pro-
moting writers
who identify as
Black, Indigenous,
people of colour,
and LGBTQ2S+.” 

Uxbridge’s
“indie” has been
named one of the
best bookstores in
all of North Amer-
ica by the Globe &
Mail, and was one
of the late CBC
personality Stuart
McLean’s favourite
haunts.

Fridays at the Foster 
Concert Series 
Every Friday night, May - September 
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Admission is donation at the door 
 
May 5 - Django Djunkies 
Gypsy Swing/Jazz, 1920’s style of early 
jazz. One of the best in jazz/blues music. 

May 12 - Garth Dynes 
Garth is a songwriter with Blues roots. 
He delivers a variety of authentic blues in 
a fresh entertaining style. 

May 19 - Justin Dillon, hand pan  
Drummer Justin creates melodic and 
syncopated patterns on the handpan. 

May 26 - Bob Vopni, fingerstyle guitarist 
Blues, jazz, Latin, classical guitar & folk 
fingerstyle techniques.  

June 2 - Now and Then 
With 40 years of experience, Rick & Larry 
take you back to the years of easy living. 

June 9 - Wayne Madder, guitar 
Wayne’s music is Jazz/Blues, country 
blues folk.  

June 16 - Ferrport Jazz Ensemble 
Port Perry’s own jazz band. A classic jazz 
quintet of saxophone, guitar, piano, 
upright bass, drums & vocals. 

June 23 - Douglas Mackenzie, guitar 
Douglas plays a six & twelve string 
Ovation guitar.  

June 30 - Melanie Hebert Vocals 
Take a musical journey reminiscent of the 
folksy 60’s. 

July 7 - Justin Kerswill,   
multi-instrumentalist 
Justin plays jazz, East Indian, African, 
rock & Celtic, with Guitar. Percussion 
Loops.  

July 14 - Mike Burns, guitar 
A variety of music styles that keep toes 
tapping. 

Meditation at the Foster  
May 8, June 12, July10, August 14, 
September TBA. 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Linda Lee Purvis, facilitator. 
Relax with crystal singing bowls & 
crystal harp for deep release, relaxation. 
Harmonies of Himalayan singing chimes. 
Call or email to register 905-640-3966 
beverlynortheast@gmail.com

Foster Tours 
The Foster is open for tours Wednesday 
to Sunday in July & August 
11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  $5 per person 
(July 16, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.) 
Open Mon., July 1 & Mon., August 7 
Bus tours & group tours can be arranged 
by calling 905-640-3966 or 
beverlynortheast@gmail.com

The Jewel on the Hill 
The only book written about the Foster 
by Conrad Boyce. Beautifully illustrated. 
Perfect gift for that special person.

CD of Handel Sonatas 
Flute & Cello. Recorded at the Foster by 
James Warburton

Purchase a Plaque 
In memory of a family member or family 
name. Call 905-640-3966 or 
beverlynortheast@gmail.com 
For more information about this special 
program (limited number to be sold).

The Thomas Foster 
Memorial 

9449 Conc. 7  
(Durham 1) 

4km north of Uxbridge 
Thomasfostermemorial.com 
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THE MARKET HAS 
SHIFTED 

 
Curious what that 

means for your home, 
and what it’s currently 

worth? 
 

Contact me for a 
complimentary 

no-obligation market 
analysis 

Celebrate our ‘indie’ bookstore this weekend



‘The Last Song’ for Bella Nove, from page 1
Neveu-Campsall, allows for mentorship from
older members and fosters continual growth
within the group. 

“ey have always essentially been the “rep
team” of singing in Uxbridge. Choral singing
and ensemble work is essential for any young
singer, not only for them as singers, but espe-
cially for them as musicians,” says Neveu-
Campsall. “Bella Nove has always been a safe
space that allows singers of various abilities to
be able to work within a supportive and close
knit group.”
e COVID-19 pandemic made it difficult for

Neveu-Campsall to work in her studio and hold
rehearsals. After three years of disrupted men-
torship and learning, she says it was very diffi-
cult to rebuild the caliber of performance that
the group is capable of. “at’s not to say that I
am giving up on them. ere will be a new op-
portunity for them to sing, and for many other
singers too.”
Neveu-Campsall says she is ready to close this

chapter of her musical career. “Everything has
its season, and while the ensemble has been an
incredible opportunity for not only the singers,
but so much for me as well, I am ready to move
on to new and bigger, choral opportunities.” 
Over the past 20 years the ensemble competed

in many different festivals winning multiple
awards.

“One year at Canadian nationals, Bella Nove
received a compliment  from an adjudicator
who told us that the singing sounded like a
movie soundtrack,” says Neveu-Campsall. “We
were doing an Eric Whitacre piece  called “e
Seal Lullaby” (which was composed for an ani-
mated film that was never actually released) and
it was exactly the sound that I had wanted from
them.”

In addition to
her love for teach-
ing, Neveu-
Campsall says joy
came from work-
ing with “incredi-
ble young ladies
who bring so
much individually
to rehearsals and
their perform-
ances.”

Many Bella Nove alumni have gone on to pro-
fessional music careers, ranging from teaching
to conducting to singing to acting, and every-
thing in between.

Bella Nove’s final performance will take place
on Sunday, June 4, at St. Andrew’s-Chalmers
Church, at 3 p.m. e current ensemble will
also be joined by many alumni from past years.

“I want to say thank you to our wonderful
community who has supported the ensemble so
much over the years,” says Neveu-Campsall.
“ose businesses and BIA leaders who have
hired us for Christmas caroling, the families
who have supported me in my efforts with their
daughters, and last and most importantly,  the
dozens and dozens of girls and women who
have shared their time and talent with me and
with each other. Each and every singer has a spe-
cial place in my heart.”
Tickets for Bella Nove’s ‘e Last Song’ concert

are available for purchase through choir mem-
bers or at the door.
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Letters, from 
page 4  

Roger Varley
wishes intelligent
individuals of all
political stripes
could gather to-
gether to debate in
the best interests
of Canada. I wish
there were colum-
nists at the Cos-
mos of all political
stripes who could
do the same - a lit-
tle variety is the
spice of life.

Chris Clark
Siloam



Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Several local school children were ho-
noured last Saturday for their out-
standing contributions to the Royal
Canadian Legion’s Annual Remem-
brance Poster and Literary Contest,

including one youth whose piece was
chosen to place second in all of
Canada.

Over 100 people gathered at Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 170 yester-
day to recognize the accomplish-

ments of all the participating stu-
dents in the annual contest.
rough the contest, thousands of
Canadian school children honour
Canada's veterans through creative
art and writing, and ultimately per-
petuate remembrance.  
Uxbridge Secondary School’s Norah

Adams’ senior essay submission ad-
vanced through each of the levels –
Branch, Zone, District, and
Province, placing first at each. Her
essay, entitled “Healing,” made it to
the Dominion level (national) and
was chosen second overall. is
means her essay (which Cosmos read-

ers can find online at thecosmos.ca)
will be printed on the provincial Le-
gion website, and reproduced in next
year's “Winners” magazine.
“We are all very proud of Norah for

her dedication to remembrance in
submitting such an incredible entry,”
exclaimed Tish MacDonald, youth
education officer for Branch 170.  

Veterans, Legion members, invited
guests and parents and friends gath-
ered to view the exhibits and cele-
brate the accomplishments of the
award winners, as well as of those
who entered the contest. Guest
speakers included author/journalist
Ted Barris and retired Scarborough
firefighter Tyler Briley, who presented
their related backgrounds related to
remembrance in art and literature.

During the ceremony, MacDonald
recalled a question once posed to her
by the late Fred Barnard, a veteran
who lived in Uxbridge. 
“He once said to me ‘I wonder if the

students will remember.’ He won-
dered if students would remember
the sacrifices that soldiers made and
continue to make to this day for our
country. I assured him that yes, they
would. And ALL of you have proven
that today, by taking the time to sub-
mit your posters, poems and essays.
You have proven that you will re-
member!”

A complete list of all the winners
can be found online at thecosmos.ca

Information for the 2023-2024
contest will be distributed to schools
in the fall. Information can also be
found at: legion.ca/communities-
youth/youth-education/remem-
brance-contests
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905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care

Uxbridge students prove to Legions across Canada that they will remember

U.S.S. student Norah Adams, centre, re-
ceived several honours at Saturday’s cer-
emony, including a national second place,
for her essay entitled “Healing.” Present-
ing her awards were, on left, Sherrill
Hodgson, president of the Uxbridge Le-
gion Branch 170, and Tish MacDonald,
youth education officer for Branch 170. 

Photo by John Cavers



Uxbridge’s infamous fundraising va-
riety show is back! After a three year
COVID-inspired hiatus, uxperience 
is returning to entertain and support
the community. 

is year’s show features both new
and old - a new director and new
faces in the cast and crew will sing
and dance alongside some favourite
recurring skits and lots of familiar
faces. 

Local musician Matt Gunn is this
year’s show director. He took on the
role of rebuilding the show with the
idea to poke fun at modern day life
“to try and raise spirits after the long
three years we have just been
through, to create positive energy
and let everyone have a good time.” 
Organizers of this year’s uxperience

say the audience will see that Gunn
has “brought us back in some ways
to our roots with lots of made-in-
Uxbridge content to showcase the
talent we have right here in our own
backyard.”
From the inspiration of the stage set

to the skit references, the audience
will be “walking in the shoes of our
own Uxbridge residents and laughing
and singing along with them.”   

uxperience is an annual variety
show created and presented by com-
munity volunteers who sing, perform
skits, dance, play music, or help
backstage, providing great entertain-
ment, having fun, making new

friends and donating funds to a wor-
thy cause within the community.

Since its beginning in 1992, this
non-profit group has donated over
$160,000 to local charitable organi-
zations. Recipients of the proceeds
have included the local hospital, hos-

pice, sports facilities, children’s pro-
grams and seniors’ projects, and
yearly provides three scholarships to
graduating students from Uxbridge
Secondary School.

is year’s show is raising money
for the Uxbridge Youth Centre to

support summer programming.   ux-
perience runs urs., May 4, and
Fri., May 5, at 7:30 p.m., and Sat.,

May 6, at 2 and 7:30 p.m. See ad on
page 7 for ticket details, or visit
starticketing.com
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‘A Day in the Life’ of Uxbridge  - a once-in-a-lifetime uxperience
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SERVICES
DOG-HAPPY DOG TRAINING GROUP
CLASSES! Now booking next series begin-
ning JUNE 15. Register at dog-happy.ca
CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR EAVESTROUGH
CLEANING, grass cutting & much more. New
service this year: Power washing. Serving
Uxbridge & area for 21 years. Free quotes &
senior discounts. JASON’S PROPERTY MAIN-
TENANCE 905-967-2644.   5/25
BOOKING NOW FOR SPRING YARD CLEAN
UP & GARDEN PREP Happy Yards is here to
help your gardens shine! We specialize in all
garden services, bush and small tree
trimming/ pruning, trail maintenance and
chainsaw services. Call Sean for a
consultation, 416-804-0639.   4/27
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll
love living in with our expert fitters at The
Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  
ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly
Lawn Slide Services. Offering landscaping,
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light equipment
work, snow plowing. NOW HIRING. Email
inquiries to noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca
Instagram: action_outdoor_services, 647-
523-6730.   4/27 
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted

Heather Stewart for 19 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat Sitting
/ Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca
for more info on Heather’s services. Call or
text 905-852-8525, email  hstewart@home-
watch.ca and follow us on Instagram -
HomeWatchUxbridge  

WANTED
ARTISTIC HAIR STOP needs ambitious junior
stylist/apprentice to complete hairdressing
hours. Very busy salon. Part or full-time. Call
905-852-7391.   5/4
OLD LAWN TRACTORS, TIN TOYS AND HOT
WHEELS. Call Jim at 647-766-5811.   4/27
WANTED: VINYL RECORD/CD
COLLECTIONS. CASH PAID. Classic Rock,
Reggae, 80's Pop, Jazz, Hip Hop, R&B, Soul,
Punk, Blues, Psych, Metal etc. Call or text
Mark, 647-884-1720.  

FOR SALE
DOWNSIZING: GE Profile 30”, 5-burner
slide-in range, $500; Bosch 4-cycle
diswasher, $100; Oak dining table w/ 6
chairs & extenders, $200; Recliner, $150;
Club chair, $50; Kenmore top-loading
washer, 3.2 cubic ft. capacity, $50. All
excellent condition. 416-524-7126.   4/27
SLEIGH BED: King size, solid oak, made by
Mennonites, dove-tailed joints, used, in

excellent condition. $499. Night tables (2):
Solid oak, used, like new, matching with the
sleigh bed. $99 each. Call 905-852-6538 or
416-712-9947.   4/27
LG WASHER/DRYER Stacking, cherry red,
front load. Excellent condition, barely used.
647-391-0326.   4/27

EVENTS
WALKSTRONG CLASS IN GOODWOOD:
Improve gait, posture & core with walking
intervals. May 9 - June 29.
Tuesdays/Thursdays 8 - 8:55 a.m. Contact
Lauren at 647-294-5155 or
torontopersonaltrainer@gmail.com   5/4
I.O.D.E. Informal planning meeting,
Monday, May 8, 12 noon. For more
information, call 905-852-6890.
UXBRIDGE LAWN BOWLING OPEN HOUSE
Sat., May 6, 1 - 3 p.m.; May 8 - 11, 7 p.m.
Located behind Arena. Free lessons - try it,
it’s fun! uxbridge.ulbc@live.ca or call 905-
852-5842 for more information. 
USHS HORSESHOE CLUB begins Tuesday,
May 2, at 6:30 p.m., Uxbridge Historical
Centre. 

FOUND
CHILDREN’S PRESCRIPTION EYEGLASSES
Tiger rims w/ teal arms, at the Foster
Memorial after concert on Sat., April 15.
Email conradboyce50@gmail.com to claim.

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“So we fix our eyes not on what
is seen, but on what is unseen,
since what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal.”

2 Cor. 4:18

3 Brock Street West

DON’T WANT TO COOK? WE HAVE PRE-MADE, HOME-
MADE HEAT N’ SERVE MEALS!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

416-526-3469
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OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Spring Booking Now   

Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, post rebuild, 
mold, kitchen, bath, basements, 

roofing, demolition, drywall, painting, 
brick gates, ceramics, flooring.  

Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 24/7

DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 
647.220.6093 

darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Online Auctions 
Buys for Guys 

May 4 - 11  
ATV, boat, tractor, autos, wood 
planer & saw, tools, vintage 

and more 

June - Antique 
Auction online 

Consign today.
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Open Monday-Saturday
9am-5pm

To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca
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Roger Varley

Any Uxbridge Bruins fans who feel a
lingering disappointment in the
team's quick exit from the PJHL Orr
Division finals might perhaps take
comfort from knowing the Bruins
were up against a powerhouse.

e Clarington Eagles eliminated
the Bruins in four straight games.
But Uxbride wasn't the only team to
be swept aside. In the opening
round, the Eagles demolished the
Lakefield Chiefs in four games,
outscoring them 24-6. en they did

the same to the Georgina Ice before
taking on the Bruins.

Now the Eagles appear ready to do
the same thing to the Port Hope
Panthers of the Todd Division. e
Eagles hold a 3-0 lead in their best-
of-seven final series for the Eastern
Conference title and were in a posi-
tion to wrap it up with a win last
night (Wednesday).
Counting the final two games of the

regular season schedule, the Eagles
have now won 17 games in a row.

In a few weeks, the flutes will be flut-
tering, the trumpets will be tooting,
and the drums will be, well, drum-
ming, because the Uxbridge Com-
munity Concert Band is resuming its
summer time rehearsal and perform-
ance schedule. e call is out for mu-
sicians, young and old, to come and
be a part of the band's 28th season
through the months of June, July,
and August.

e UCCB first formed in 1992,
and continues to serve today as a way
for students to continue to play and
practice over the summer. Adults
who have fond memories of being in
their high school's band are also en-
couraged to grab an instrument and
join in.
"e band's main purpose is to cre-

ate a social space to make music,"
said Steffan Brunette, the group's
conductor. Over the band's 14-week
season, players of all levels work to-
wards a final August concert.
Younger musicians get to learn from
more experienced ones, and return-
ing players find that they can quickly
remember the joy of playing in a
concert band.
Registration for this season's ensem-

ble is currently open, with rehearsals
scheduled to begin on May 31, con-
tinuing every Wednesday evening
until the end of August. Players who
register by May 5 will have a chance
to weigh in on the choices of music
being performed. A registration fee
of $40 will be collected at the first re-
hearsal.

To register, contact the band at
uccb@rogers.com, or visit the web-
site at bit.ly/uccb2023 for more in-
formation.

Uxbridge concert
band wants YOU

Don't feel bad, Bruins fans
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Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor® 

MultipleListings.ca 
Cell 416-556-0238

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor® 

JudyEsmonde.ca 
Cell 416-677-8709

Marie Persaud 
Realtor® 

MariePersaud.ca 
Cell 416-970-8979

Bungaloft w/3-Car Garage 
Salt Water Swimming Pool  

6313Sq Ft Living Space 
Fully Finished Basement 

Wine Cellar, Sauna & Wet Bar

THINKING OF SELLING? 
Inventory is very low and buyers are out 

looking...Give Judy a call today for a 
Complimentary Competitive Market Evaluation.

Alyssa Persaud 
Realtor® 

AlyssaPersaud.ca 
Cell 647-232-8979

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 

905-852-4338 
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

Gwen Layton  
Realtor® 

GwenLayton.ca 
Cell 647-991-3276

THE SPRING MARKET IS BLOOMING! 
If you're ready to plant some new roots this Spring 

you've picked an ideal time. Uxbridge housing supply 
is low and the demand is high. Please call or text me, 

anytime, and I will do my best to help you fulfill  
your dreams.

Chris Larmer  
Realtor® 

Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 416-500-6377

THINKING OF SELLING? 
We have approved, eager buyers 

searching for their new home in Uxbridge. 
Please feel free to reach out to our team if 

you're thinking of selling.

Shane Coxworth  
Realtor® 

Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 905-903-7965

SPRING IS HERE! 
Selling a home is complicated, especially now in 
a changing market. Call us and we will sit down 
together and review your home's value as well 

as our marketing plan. 
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R 
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CMA HAPPY 

BUYERS

Very excited for our buyers, who found 
what they were looking for in this beautiful 

end-unit townhome. 
For your buying or selling needs, 

reach out to us today.

WANTE
D

HAPPY 

BUYERS

Every client's needs are different and it was fun 
helping our clients find this home which suits 

their needs perfectly!  
If you're looking to buy or sell,  

contact us today!


