
IT’S GOTTA BE HERE SOMEWHERE -  Xavier Francis and Aidan Carroll use their best sleuthing skills 
to complete a scavenger hunt at Blue Heron Books last Wednesday afternoon. The Where’s Waldo’s stuff 
‘hunt’ took place during a party that wound up a month-long, downtown-wide celebration of the be-
spectacled world-wanderer.                Photo by John Cavers

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
 

It’s still a month away, but this year’s Uxbridge 
Fall Fair is putting the final touches on plan-
ning for this year’s event - including announc-
ing that it will have a “No backpacks” policy in 
place. 
  Fair organizers say that they consulted with 
the township, police and security, and that “the 
decision was taken in the interests of public 
safety and well being of our valued patrons. 
Our longtime goal has been the presentation of 
a family friendly event.” 
  Clear stadium bags that allow the contents to 
be seen by security staff will be permitted. 
While fair organizers understand that visitors 
will need to bring personal items with them, 
they are asked to “bring as little as possible.” 
Diaper bags are acceptable, and fair organizers 
ask that the baby be present at time of entry.   
  Fair board members felt the no backpack rule 

was necessary because, according to fair man-
ager Dave Dickie, at last year’s fair, security 
guards confiscated knives that were being 
brought into the fair in backpacks. Those same 
guards also confiscated a substantial amount of 
alcohol, Dickie said. In 2019, a “record num-
ber” of  911 calls for medical and police inter-
vention related to dangerous and inappropriate 
behaviour, and alcohol and drug-related med-
ical emergencies. Dickie also described pre-
scription drug bottles found during cleanup, 
particularly where youth had gathered.  
  “When we have some of our vendors telling 
us that of all the fairs they attend, Uxbridge is 
the second worst fair for these problems, we 
must address this issue. We don’t want our 
small town reputation becoming seriously tar-
nished.  
  The theme for this year’s fair, which takes 
place from Sept. 8 through to Sept. 10, is  
“We’ve Got A Good Thing Growing.” 

  On the programme front, fair organizers say 
a new attraction this year will be local chainsaw 
carver Ryan Locke,  also known as the Timber 
Ripper, who, organizers say, will “entertain 
many throughout the weekend with his skill 
and expertise.” 
  Among the returning favourites is Mark 
Hendy and his historical farming and agricul-
tural displays, a popular attraction is interactive 
and educational. Soper Creek Wildlife Rescue 
is also returning on Saturday and Sunday. 
  A full slate of entertainment is scheduled to 
take place in the Rotary Bandshell; a brand new 
talent show will be presented on Friday after-
noon from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
  The Town Trolley is getting in on the action, 
and offering shuttle bus service on both Friday 
and Saturday.Volunteers are always welcome 
for any amount of time. If you are interested 
and available, please contact 
secretary@uxbridgefair.ca.    

‘No backpacks’ rule at this year’s fall fair 

-Large brick bungalow on 25 picturesque acres  
-Basement apartment  
-Indoor arena - box stalls  -paddocks 
-Several outbuildings 
-Secondary residence 
-Asking $2,395,000 
-MLS# 
 N6721480

JUST LISTED! EQUESTRAIN CENTRE BETWEEN 
STOUFFVILLE & UXBRIDGE

Sales Representatives

Office:
905-852-4338

Marie Persaud
Direct: 416-970-8979
Mariepersaud.ca

Alyssa Persaud
Direct: 647-232-8979
AlyssaPersaud.ca 55 Wagners Road

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home, 2 x 3-sided wrap 
around porches/decks. Private setting, approximately 

12 minutes to town. For your real estate needs, 
call Marie or Alyssa! We are here for you!

SOLD!
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Roger Varley 
 

Where's Waldo wannabes went wandering 
within walls wrapped with writing Wednesday, 
wondering where Waldo went. 
  About 30 youngsters attended the wrap-up 
party for Blue Heron Books' month-long 
Where's Waldo contest, which saw children - 
and adults - visiting more than 20 stores in the 
downtown area searching for the iconic char-
acter. Many of the youngsters wore versions of 
Waldo's red-and-white striped shirt and toque 
and his black rimmed glasses. Two children de-
cided to draw the glasses on their faces with 
markers. 
  Lunching on cupcakes and drinking punch, 
the children were led through a series of activ-
ities, including a Waldo trivia game, the Waldo 
song and one final scavenger hunt through the 
bookstore to locate Waldo's 12 pieces of equip-
ment. The party also saw a number of draws 
take place, with prizes for the lucky winners. 
  During the contest, over 125 people took part  

...continued on page 7 

Where's Waldo winds up
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for August, 2023  

Thursday, August 10, 10:00 a.m. 
TRAILS COMMITTEE 

 
Monday, August 14, 10:00 a.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Wednesday, August 16, 7:00 p.m. 
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT

The Council of the Township of Uxbridge invites applications from 
members of the public who are qualified electors of the Township of 
Uxbridge to be considered for one of the following committees: 
 
Accessibility Advisory Committee  
Open to persons who identify as a person with a disability and who wish 
to work with Council to review, develop and implement plans, policies 
and programs to create an accessible and barrier-free community, for a 
four-year appointment (Term of Council, expiring November 2026).  
 
Age Friendly Advisory Committee  
Open to persons who wish to advise Council on the current state of age-
friendliness of Uxbridge and can recommend ways to optimize 
opportunities for residents to age in place and remain engaged in all 
aspects of civic and social life. 
 
Any person interested in offering their services, and would accept an 
appointment to these committees are invited to submit a Volunteer-
Committee Member Application Form available at the Clerk’s 
Department or on the Township of Uxbridge website under Committees 
and Initiatives, http://uxbridge.on.ca/committees_and_initiatives, 
along with a resume and letter of interest outlining relevant qualifications 
and experience.  
 
Applications for the AAC and AFAC may be sent to Emily Elliott, 
Deputy Clerk/Uxbridge Accessibility Coordinator, 51 Toronto Street 
South, PO Box 190, Uxbridge ON L9P 1T1, or via email 
eelliott@uxbridge.ca  
 
Uxbridge BIA Board of Directors 
If you own a property or operate a business within the BIA zone (see 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/bia/about-the-bia/member-
resources.aspx) and have ideas on improving the BIA, please consider 
this opportunity to help shape our business community and make a 
difference to the vitality of Uxbridge!  Applications may be sent to 
Debbie Leroux, Director of Legislative Services/Clerk, 51 Toronto Street 
South, Box 190, Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1 or via email at 
dleroux@uxbridge.ca 
 
The Township of Uxbridge is committed to ensuring that our community is fully 
accessible for residents and visitors alike. We do this by following the regulations 
outlined in the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA), our 
Accessible Customer Service Policy and by removing barriers so individuals can access 
programs and services in our community.  
 
The Township of Uxbridge is an Equal Opportunity Employer that is dedicated to 
an inclusive, barrier-free recruitment and selection process. The Township is 
committed to diversity, equity, and inclusion within its community and organization, 
and welcomes and encourages applications from Indigenous Peoples, people of colour, 
women, persons who live with disabilities, people from 2SLGBTQI+ communities, 
and people from diverse communities. When requested, the Township of Uxbridge 
will accommodate applicants throughout the recruitment and selection and/or 
assessment process, pursuant to the Ontario Human Rights Code. These commitments 
also apply to our Board and Committee recruitment and selection processes. 
 
Personal information is collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act.  

Employment Opportunities 
Complete details of all open positions are 

available at www.uxbridge.ca/careers/   
Community Services Department - Arena 
Attendant Assistants (adult), part-time,  

8-month contract 
Closes Friday, August 11, 2023 at 4:30 p.m.  
Community Services Department - Arena 
Attendant Assistants (student), part-time, 

8-month contract 
Closes Friday, August 11, 2023 at 4:30 p.m.  

Uxbridge Public Library - Student 
positions - Closes Friday, August 11, 2023  
Uxpool – Lifeguards and/or Instructors, 

Fall season - Closes Wednesday, August 30, 
2023 at 4:30 p.m.  

Public Works and Operations 
Crossing Guards 

Resumés accepted on an ongoing basis.

Township of Uxbridge Board & Committee 
Appointments

Fridays at the Foster 
Concert Series 

9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 
www.thomasfostermemorial.com 

Every Friday night from 7:30 - 8:30pm  
May to September.  

Admission is by donation at the door.  
Aug. 11 - Chris Saunders – Guitar/Vocals 

Aug. 18 - Shimoda Family Ensemble – 
Instrumental 

Aug. 25 - David & Sarah Mills  
August 14 – Meditation session 

Pre-registration required. Please call 905-640-
3966 or email beverlynortheast@gmail.com  

The Foster Memorial is open for tours July 
and August from Wed. to Sun. 

11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.



Conrad Boyce 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
 
A morning of chaos in Uxbridge last 
week has left the community 
shaken. 
  Beginning at about 4:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, August 2, two Brock 
Street businesses were willfully van-
dalized by having their front win-
dows smashed with a brick. The first 
to be hit was Mani-Tea, a tea shop 
at 19 Brock Street West. Later, just 
down the street, One Brock Street 
West, which rents office space on a 
short-term basis, also suffered dam-

age. No one was in the businesses at 
the time, so no one was injured. 
  Video surveillance identified the as-
sailant as a female person well 
known to the owners of Mani-Tea, 
Yiyuan Wang and Guowen Zhang, 
as well as to many other downtown 
businesses. Unconfirmed reports say 
the female was later arrested by 
Durham Police. 
  Later the same morning, a truck 
suddenly went out of control while 
heading north on Toronto Street 
South, crashing into two vehicles 
parked in driveways, and then into 
the house at 60 Toronto Street 
South. Unconfirmed reports say the 

driver of the truck suffered a medical 
emergency, and later died in hospi-
tal. No one else was injured.  
  However, a resident of the house, 
along with a small child, came out 
to the sidewalk while police were in-
vestigating the accident, and a num-
ber of her possessions, contained in 
several shopping bags, were stolen 
while she was talking to investiga-
tors. 
  Most of the details of both the van-
dalism and the traffic accident are 
unverified because Durham Police, 
despite numerous requests by the 
Cosmos both last week and this, re-
fused to confirm anything by dead-
line on Tuesday. 

  In the meantime, social media have 
been afire not only with rumours 
about the identity of the vandal, but 
with concern that incidents like the 
window-smashing, and the theft of 
a victim’s possessions, could happen 
in a small community like 
Uxbridge. 
  The Cosmos will have more on 
these incidents, and the fallout from 
them, in next week’s edition.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Bricks and mortar - a chaotic day in downtown Uxbridge

Caution tape tries to cover the hole made after a brick was hurled through Mani-Tea’s 
front window early on the morning of Aug. 2. The owners had the window replaced 
one day later, at their own expense.    Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Police had the area in front of 60 Toronto St. 
S. closed for almost 24 hours after a truck 
veered off the road.       Photo by John Cavers



Roger Varley recently reported in 
the Cosmos (July 13 edition) that 
three eminent Uxbridge artists 
proposed a multi-medium sculp-
ture commemorating the devasta-
tion and the personal impact of 
the tornado that hit our town in 
2022.    
  They thought up the idea, com-
bined their prodigious artistic vi-
sions and presented their concept 
to council at the July 10 meeting. 
  For councillor Willie Popp to 
propose putting the idea of a 
sculpture out for tenders from 
other artists is an affront to Fly 
Freeman, Francis Muscat and 
Mark Puigmarti. This was their 
concept, thoughtfully developed 
and presented, and should not be 
treated like a proposal to pave a 
street or pick up trash. Shame on 
council for treating these artists 
that way! 
  We sincerely hope that no other 
artist would even think of making 
a competitive bid for a sculpture to 
replace the beautiful creation of 
Wynn Walters destroyed by the 
storm. 
  When fund-raising for the Tor-
nado commemorative project be-
gins we will be first in line to 
contribute. 

Gill & Ed Powers 
Uxbridge 

 
Re: Trail head parking fees bring in 
bank, July 27 edition 
 
It’s great that the parking fees are 
bringing in revenue – these lands 
are an amazing treasure for 
Uxbridge. The Township, Durham 

Region, Toronto and Region Con-
servation Authority and Lake Sim-
coe Region Conservation 
Authority need to do more to pro-
tect them.  This does not mean 
adding more trail infrastructure or 
trail amenities, but the protection 
of our natural environment.   
  Having hiked and biked these 
trails on an almost daily basis for 
the last 18 years, I have watched 
invasive plants steadily spread 
without any action by local gov-
ernment or agencies to do any-
thing about it.  These plants are 
degrading important wildlife habi-
tat and altering ecological function 
- and they get worse every year - 
yet the priority is “enhanced serv-
ices and amenities at local trail 
heads.” When is the environment 
going to be prioritized?     
  Conservation authorities need to 
stand up for conservation and start 
to responsibly manage their lands 
for the critical purpose of conser-
vation. 

Christopher Henry 
Uxbridge 

 
A special meeting of town council 
was held on July 31, to deal with a 
request by the York-Durham Her-
itage Railway for special privileges 
(road closures). It was supposed to 
be a virtual session - it was virtu-
ally hidden. I was provided with 
the link for the live-stream, but it 
failed. I called the town hall, but 
got only voicemail – so much for a 
quick fix.  I could not view it live. 
  Today, I watched the recorded 
council meeting. The meeting was 
concluded, even confirmed by by-

law before public comments were 
asked. The only person attending 
who had no relationship with the 
Township was Roger Varley. Thank 
you, Roger, for asking your 
pointed question. And there were 
many more questions that de-
manded answers, but it was all in 
vain, the YDHR had their way. I 
am very disappointed at how un-
democratic the session was. 

Grant Baines 
Uxbridge 

 
Re: High-speed internet investment 
announced, Aug. 3 edition 
 
I read the announcement and, 
after not understanding why we 
are investing to benefit either Bell 
or Rogers, I ask - how are those 
1,400 homes without highspeed 
internet with Starlink offering the 
equipment to link to the satellite 
internet service for $200? If the 
reason is there is no highspeed in-
ternet available for the homes, 
then why not just spend a fraction 
of the funding and give them the 
equipment? One thousand four 
hundred homes at $200/home 
comes to $280,000. This would 
save tax payers $22,720,000.  
  And if Bell and Rogers would like 
to have those homes as customers, 
then maybe they should pay for 
the laying of the lines.  
  Maybe our political representa-
tives need to think a little outside 
the box and see what is actually 
available before writing a cheque 
that is not needed. 

Douglas Owen 
Uxbridge
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Letters to the Editor

Uxbridge is soon to be taken over by dinosaurs.  
  The York-Durham Heritage Railway (YDHR) is bringing in a large as-
sortment of what it calls “life-sized, realistic animatronic dinosaurs” that 
apparently move and roar to give visitors a “dino train experience.” (We’re 
not sure what dinosaurs have to do with a heritage train operation, but 
we’re intrigued to find out.) And we’re hoping that the dinosaurs encourage 
all those who look upon them to visit the rest of not-as-prehistoric 
Uxbridge as well. 
  When YDHR approached town council on July 31, to request a road clo-
sure to accommodate the event (which runs from Aug. 26 through to Sept. 
3, in case you want to make plans), council – namely Mayor Dave Barton 
– was clear about letting YDHR know that it (council) wants to see the 
railway succeed. As Mayor Barton said during the delegation from YDHR 
CEO John Perks, “(the railway) is an incredible tourism asset, right in our 
downtown core, that can have a huge positive effect on our residents, and 
especially our downtown businesses.” 
  Council members encouraged Perks to work with the Business Improve-
ment Area (BIA) and local merchants to ensure that the event would be the 
“great draw to the community” that Perks said it would be during his dele-
gation. Perks appeared to be reluctant to make the effort to get other 
Uxbridge merchants on board (forgive the pun) with what YDHR has 
planned, other than saying he was offering downtown merchants the op-
portunity to advertise in a “dino pack” that will be given to dino train 
guests when they enter the event. 
  We could not be more supportive of YDHR trying to be successful in its 
endeavours. No one wants to see a business fail, and YDHR currently 
holds one of Uxbridge’s greatest tourism assets in its hands. But the 
“themed” events it puts on – going all the way back to the Thomas the 
Train days – have the unfortunate optic of a metal fence running the 
perimeter of the railway and train station grounds. One way in, one way 
out. And because parking is scarce downtown, visitors have to be shuttled 
to and from the train site. This hardly encourages visitors to go head to 
Brock St., regardless of whether they hold a dino pack or not.  
  We’d love to see a win-win solution to this conundrum. YDHR’s visitors 
need accommodating, and Uxbridge needs them downtown. We can’t have 
one business telling other businesses that it’s not their job to support them. 
We all have to rely on one another. If we can’t, we may as well roll up 
Brock St. right now and all go home. A bad Google review for one of us is 
a bad review for all of Uxbridge. 

Our two cents
Can dinosaurs and diplomacy save the day?
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One of the joys of being back in Uxbridge has 
been the opportunity to work with some old 
friends on theatre projects, whether it be at 
the Music Hall, the Historic Leaskdale 
Church or the Foster Memorial. This sum-
mer, I’m putting together the opening show 
for OnStage Uxbridge’s 2023-2024 season. 
It’s a very funny two-hander called “Frankie 
and Johnny in the Clair de Lune,” set in New 
York in 1987 during the waning years of the 
AIDS epidemic. 
  My two actors on this adventure are a cer-
tain newspaper editor named Lisha, and her 
dairy farmer husband Grant, both of them 
veteran comedians, much of that experience 
gained at Pickering’s Herongate Barn Theatre, 
which lamentably is closing this fall after the 
farm property was sold to developers. I’ve 
never directed Grant before, and Lisha only 
once, so this is a treat. 
  The play centres on one night in the life of 
two people who had long given up on love, 
but are given one last chance thanks to Glenn 
Gould and Claude Debussy (you’ll have to 
come to the show to see what I mean). It has 
what we theatre folk call a unit set, taking 
place entirely in Frankie’s cramped apart-
ment. It would have been very difficult to re-
hearse in OnStage’s traditional fashion, 
moving from hall to hall, re-setting the furni-
ture every time, so we’ve been blessed to be 
able to have producer Ray Walker build our 
set in a barn owned by local theatre fans Dave 
and Enid Jones, where it can sit undisturbed 
from early July until we move into the Music 
Hall in late September.  
  Earlier this week, I arrived at rehearsal last, 
and as I was walking over a field to the barn, I 
was greeted by the calls of some cattle grazing 
in the next farm to the west. For some inex-
plicable reason, the lyric from “Away in a 
Manger” flashed into my brain: “The cattle 
are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord 
Jesus, no crying he makes…”. I stood and en-
joyed the sound for a while, then proceeded 
to the barn, where Lisha and Grant were busy 
getting ready for work. 
  “So you’re a dairy farmer,” I said to Grant. 
“Tell me. What’s the difference between a 
cow mooing, and lowing? I’ve sung that song 

for 70 years, but I don’t think I ever took the 
time to wonder what it meant.” 
  It was as if the fellow got asked that question 
every day. He stopped and smiled. 
  “Well, if a cow is mooing, she’s probably not 
very happy about something. Maybe she re-
ally needs to get milked, or she doesn’t like 
her feed, or there’s a coyote in the pasture, or 
a thunderstorm on the horizon. Lowing is 
very different, it’s the sound of a contented 
cow.” 
  He gave out a quiet mumbling growl, like 
the purr of an extremely large cat. 
   “You most often hear lowing when a cow is 
talking to her calf. So in the Christmas carol, 
the cow is probably welcoming a new calf to 
the manger, even if it’s a human one. It’s a 
sound meant to calm down anything that 
hears it, to put everybody at ease.” 
  So that’s why the baby Jesus doesn’t cry. The 
Bethlehem beast is singing him a bovine lull-
aby. As Grant told me the story, I had the 
urge to pop over to Highview Holsteins, his 
Scugog spread, and just lie down amongst the 
herd and wait for them to come out with a 
communal purr. It’s been a stressful couple of 
weeks, I need me some lowing. Nobody, I 
think, would have cause for an anti-depres-
sant if they had a couple of cows in the back-
yard. Maybe we should draft a bylaw. 
   I’ve always had a soft spot in my heart for 
cows, especially the brown ones that give 
chocolate milk. Those big brown eyes just 
make you melt, and although just about every 
baby animal is adorable (with the possible ex-
ception of a heron chick), I think a Holstein 
calf gives a calico kitten a run for its money 
on the cuteness scale. And when they grow 
up, the Holstein’s purr is way louder. 
  I have a modest proposal to put an end to 
the Russian/Ukrainian war. Chances are a lot 
of the soldiers on both sides are country folk, 
who spent a lot of time on farms in their not-
too-distant youth. And Ukraine no doubt has 
a lot of cattle. Declare a cease fire. Bring all 
the soldiers to a pasture, no guns allowed, and 
sit them down on the grass. Let loose the 
cows and calves. Encourage petting. Lowing 
ensues. Clear thinking and deep breathing re-
turn. War over.

There was a short news clip about a week ago. 
It captured the Canadian minister of energy 
and natural resources smiling for the cameras. 
The video showed him joining the mayor of 
Surrey, B.C. Together, Minister Jonathan 
Wilkinson and Mayor Brenda Locke planted 
a tree symbolic of long-range plans to help re-
store Canada’s tree population, reduce the ef-
fects of severe weather (flooding or drought) 
and rescue a warming planet.  
  “Planting two billion trees over 10 years is a 
key part of Canada’s plan to fight climate 
change,” Wilkinson said on August 2. “Every 
tree planted is a step toward a healthier, more 
sustainable Canada.” 
  The mayor added, “The 35,000 trees we are 
planting in parks throughout Surrey will … 
improve air quality and mitigate the effects of 
climate change.” 
  In contrast, this past April, Jerry DeMarco, 
the federal environment commissioner (Of-
fice of the Auditor General), told reporters 
that Ottawa’s 2019 “Two Billion Trees by 
2030” election promise will not get even a 
tenth of that number of trees in the ground in 
time. He admitted that the Liberal govern-
ment had followed through in 2020 with 
$3.2 billion assigned to tree planting. Accord-
ing to a Canadian Press update on the scheme 
earlier this spring, the government said it 
would get 30 million trees planted in 2021, 
and another 60 million in 2022, but it’s al-
ready behind schedule for 45 million of those 
plantings. 
  “It’s clear that we have repeatedly rung the 
alarm bells,” DeMarco told CP. “Now, those 
bells are almost deafening!” 
  So, what’s the problem? Well, first of all, it’s 
not the federal government that’s planting the 
trees; the feds don’t just call up college stu-
dents, tree farms and national park wardens 
to tell them to get out there and plant more 
trees. Like so many transactions between Ot-
tawa and other jurisdictions, the federal gov-
ernment has to get funding partners, 
provincial and territorial governments, In-
digenous communities, cities and private 
landowners to sign agreements. The Canadian 
Press story in April showed that 94 such 
agreements were being negotiated in 2022, 
but only 23 of them had actual signatures on 
them. As of last fall, seven provinces and terri-
tories had signed on – not Ontario, by the 
way. 
  Meanwhile, in recent years, the Rotary Club 
of Uxbridge has quietly worked to do its share 
of environmental repair – planting trees at the 

Fields of Uxbridge, as well as trees and shrubs 
at Bonner Field. Financed by grants from 
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
and TD Friends of the Environment Founda-
tion, the service club is seeking final approval 
from Township Council to plant seedlings 
along a swale at Bonner Field this fall to ame-
liorate water accumulation. But there’s a 
hitch. Some residents adjacent to the park 
have raised concerns about the planting. As 
Terry Baskin, past president of Rotary, re-
minded me. “The plantings will provide 
tremendous short- and long-term benefit.”  
In other words, it looks as if Canada’s prob-
lem is a Canadian problem. We cannot seem 
to get public unanimity to plant trees to save 
the planet. Nor can we apparently move the 
yardsticks of bureaucracy to get government 
departments, business organizations, environ-
mental watchdogs, service groups and the 
public together fast enough to get seedlings 
into the ground two billion times! And time’s-
a-wastin’. Quite literally, we’re “fiddling while 
Rome burns.” The latest statistics – published 
on Tuesday of this week by the Canadian In-
teragency Forest Fire Centre – show that in 
2023 nearly 5,500 fires have burned over 33 
million acres of land. That’s four per cent of 
the entire forested area of Canada … so far! 
  It’s time we got more serious about tree 
planting. And, without realizing it, I’ve kind 
of done my bit. In the spring of 1966, I man-
aged to convince several of my friends to ac-
company me to a hobby farm my family 
owned near Bethany. I had a project in mind. 
The weather forecast was good. Mom prom-
ised to keep my friends fed. Dad promised re-
freshment to quench their thirst. Two days of 
labour later, we’d planted 1,000 evergreen 
trees. You see, I’d hoodwinked my friends 
into planting Christmas trees that I fully in-
tended to grow, harvest and sell each Decem-
ber when the trees were mature. Well, I 
groomed those 1,000 trees (and another 
2,000 I planted in 1967). And, yes, I har-
vested a handful for the family. But I never 
cut down and sold a single one. Today, on 
that farm (the family sold in 1990) at the cor-
ner of Hwys 35 and 7A, there’s an evergreen 
forest, now 50 feet tall and 57 years old. 
So, maybe it’s time to short-circuit the bu-
reaucracy, get off our butts as individuals and 
start saving the planet one tree-planting at a 
time. 
 

For more Barris Beat columns,  
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat 

column by Ted Barris

The billion-tree promise

Reg. $199.99     

899-6668

Azul Sit-on-Top 
Junior Kayak $16997

Save 
15% Save 

$10000

Only

each
Reg. $599.99     

899-6649

Sight Sit-In 
Kayak 
w/paddle

$49997
Only

each

AT CANADIAN TIRE UXBRIDGE 
 www.canadiantire.ca   905-852-3315 

MANY MORE IN-STOCK MODELS ON SALE 
AT GREAT CLEARANCE PRICES! 

Wandering the cosmos 

column by Conrad Boyce

The gentle sound of lowing
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Sea Buckthorn 
Harvest & U Pick 

Located in the hamlet of Leaskdale, we 
are fruit, berry and vegetable growers.  
Growing organically and chemical free. 
This amazing Super Berry is one of our 
main crops We supply berries, juice and 

young trees. Also available a great 
selection of Garlic, Vegetables, Lavender, 

Fruit Shrubs and Preserves.  

August 16 to September 1 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday,  

10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Saturday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
 
 

12049 Durham Rd. 1,Leaskdale L0C 1C0 
416-346-6349  montgomeryshire.ca

Montgomeryshire  
Orchard

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land described below 
and will be received until 3:00 p.m. local time on September 7, 2023, at the 
Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge 
Ontario.  
Description of Land:  
Roll No. 18 29 040 003 27500 0000; 50 THIRD AVE. S, UXBRIDGE; PIN 
26843-0144 (LT); File No. 22-01; Minimum Tender Amount: $121,945.00 
Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding the 
title to or any other matters relating to the land to be sold.  Responsibility 
for ascertaining these matters rests with the potential purchasers. This sale is 
governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules made 
under that Act.  A full copy of the tax sale advertisement and further information 
about this matter is available on line at www.OntarioTaxSales.ca or 
www.uxbridge.ca or you may contact Susan Straughan, Tax Collector, The 
Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 
190, Uxbridge ON  L9P 1T1, Phone: (905) 852-9181 Ext. 216, Email: 
sstraughan@uxbridge.ca 

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC 
TENDER 

THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE The last time the Uxbridge Com-

munity Concert Band gathered for 
a performance was in the lazy, care-
free, maskless summer of 2019. It's 
been a long wait, but the 28th sum-
mer season of the UCCB will cul-
minate in a final recital at Hope 
Church in Port Perry on Sunday, 
August 27, at 7 p.m. 
  The final concert continues the 
UCCB tradition of offering a wide 
variety of styles for all musical 
tastes. George Gershwin will be 
there, as will Gustav Holst. Percy 
Grainger brings along an English 
folk song. Music from the Broad-
way show "Chicago" will liven 
things up, and lullabies from Sri 
Lanka and China will mellow lis-
teners out. Ragtime master Scott 
Joplin has a featured set, including 
fresh new versions of music from 
the opera "Treemonisha" as adapted 
by UCCB horn player Ted Samuels.  
The band is also revisiting an origi-
nal work written especially for its 
20th season by Kristie Hunter, enti-
tled "A View from the Bridge." 
  For almost three decades, the 
UCCB has brought together adults 
and students from across Durham 
and York regions for a few weeks of 
summer music-making. They have 
remained true to their goal of being 
a welcoming, non-auditioned en-
semble so that players of all abilities 
can meet and play together. This 
year, over three dozen musicians are 
in the band, ranging in age from 
teenagers to senior citizens. 
  Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for 
students and seniors, and tickets 
will be available at the door. For 
more information, contact the band 
at uccb@rogers.com.

Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
 

Residents of Durham Region - par-
ticularly north Pickering and the area 
directly north of it, including 
Uxbridge, are being invited to a 
“Save the Duffins Rouge Agricultural 
Preserve Rally” this Sunday, August 
13, beginning at 1 p.m. The rally will 
take place in front of Pickering-
Uxbridge MPP Peter Bethlenfalvy’s 
office at 1550 Kingston Road to 
“push back against an imminent 
threat to Greenbelt areas.” 
  According to representatives from 
Stop Sprawl Durham, provincial 
leaders, along with Pickering council, 
are being urged to oppose plans to 
urbanize the Duffins Rouge Agricul-
tural Preserve (DRAP) and impact 
sensitive areas of Rouge National 
Urban Park (RNUP) despite the 
offer of what Stop Sprawl Durham 
calls “secretive ‘Community Benefits’ 
for Pickering.” 
  Stop Sprawl Durham’s invitation 
says that “the integrity of RNUP and 
affordability for Durham residents is 
threatened by the removal of the 
4,700-acre DRAP from the Green-
belt. Durham Region planning staff 
warned regional councillors about 
uncertainty surrounding develop-
ment of DRAP in May 2023: “Full 
build-out will require major infra-
structure upgrades to the Regional 

water and sewer systems which will 
take years to plan and complete. 
Major improvements to the trans-
portation network would also be re-
quired...the costs of delivery of other 
Regional services, including roads, 
transit, policing, paramedicine, 
waste, social and other services also 
need to be understood.” 
  The rally will come close on the 
heels of the release by Ontario’s au-
ditor general of a report that investi-
gates Premier Doug Ford’s proposed 
Greenbelt land swap. The report has 
already been sent to the premier’s of-
fice in order to get an official re-
sponse before its release.  
  The report allegedly investigates the 
government’s decision to open up the 
Greenbelt to housing development. 
  Stop Sprawl Durham says local res-
idents have been “encouraged” by the 
words of former Scarborough MP 
and federal environment minister 
Pauline Browes, a long-time advocate 
for the creation of the Rouge Na-
tional Urban Park. Browes has been 
outspoken about the need to return 
the DRAP to the Greenbelt to pre-
serve the integrity of RNUP, which 
she says is an important natural asset. 
  For more information on Sunday’s 
rally, visit stopsprawldurham.com or 
contact them by email at stopsprawl-
durham@gmail.com

The Band is back:  
musicians prepare for 
August recital

Weekend rally hopes to push back Greenbelt threats
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Waldo’s in Uxbridge, from page 1 
 
in the search, said store owner Shel-
ley MacBeth, with 105 participants 
managing to find all the Waldos. 
  Of the prizes handed out, only one 
went to an adult, Cosmos photogra-

pher John Cavers, one of those who 
found all the Waldos. 
  The Waldo books have been printed 
in over 30 languages in more than 50 
countries.



Everyone’s favourite clownfish - 
Nemo - is coming to Uxbridge! 
  Put on your lifejackets, because 
Vocally Inspired Performers (VIP) 
is bringing “Finding Nemo Jr.” to 
the  Uxbridge Music Hall from 
August 17 - 27!  
  Disney’s “Finding Nemo Jr.” is a 
60-minute long musical adapta-
tion of the beloved 2003 Pixar 
movie Finding Nemo, with new 
music by the award-winning 
songwriting team of Kristen An-

derson-Lopez and Robert Lopez - 
the same team who wrote the 
music for Frozen. 
  Equipped with what it calls an 
“exciting script and music,” the 
VIP  team has put together a cast 
of young performers aged eight 
through to 17 from Uxbridge and 
surrounding areas. 
  “The production features all the 
great aspects that Uxbridge audi-
ences have come to expect from 
VIP: beautiful costumes, fun sur-

prises, energetic choreography and 
incredible vocals!” 
  VIP says that “Finding Nemo 
Jr.” is “a fantastic production for 
younger audiences,” so half the 
shows are matinees - “but there is 
something for everyone!” 
  Director and co-founder of VIP, 
Marisa Hachey, explains that her 
cast worked on their vocals 
throughout the month of June 
and then “came back together for 
an intense two-week camp pro-
gram to complete blocking, cho-
reography, character work and of 
course, team-building and fun!”  
  In “Finding Nemo Jr.”, Marlin, 
an anxious and over-protective 
clownfish, lives in the Great Bar-
rier Reef with his kid Nemo, who 
longs to explore the world beyond 
their anemone home. But when 
Nemo is captured and taken to 
Sydney, Marlin faces his fears and 
sets off on an epic adventure 
across the ocean. With the help of 
lovable characters such as opti-
mistic Dory, laid-back sea turtle 
Crush, and the supportive Tank 
Gang, Marlin and Nemo both 
overcome challenges on their jour-
ney to find each other and them-
selves. 
  Visit starticketing.com for show 
times, details and tickets.  
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416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

C O R N E R S T O N E
C O N T R A C T I N G  I N C .

WET 
BASEMENT?

Window wells       Drainage 
Foundation repairs 

416-806-7041 
Over 35 years experience 

YOUR LOCAL WATER PROOFING COMPANY

Nemo will ‘just keep swimming’ to Music Hall August 17
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 We're a friendly, 
welcoming business 

group getting together 
to build our network of 
business connections, 
helping each other be 

successful.  
 

uxbridgenetworkinggroup.com

Nikita Mohile 
 

Ontario summers usually feature 
bright blue skies and a periodical 
warm, fresh breeze. Today, I sat with 
Fly Freeman of the Uxbridge munic-
ipal Climate Adaptation and Transi-
tion Committee, looking out the 
Tim Hortons window at a hazy, 
smoke-filled sky. The cause of our de-
teriorating air quality is the on-
slaught of wildfires that have burned 
through 7.8 million hectares of 
Canadian land. Even after these fires 
are put out, their potential for dam-
age has not been extinguished. Right 
now, smoke from Canadian wildfires 
has crossed the Atlantic Ocean and 
reached southwestern Europe. 
  When the effects of climate change 
are so imminent that we are breath-
ing them in, it's clear that it's time to 
adapt. The Government of Canada 
recently released the National Cli-
mate Adaptation Strategy. This strat-
egy is the first nationwide guide for 
climate action and helps communi-
ties resist climate change's effects.    
  "Up to now, everything has been 
about mitigation," says Freeman. 
"This is like, disasters are coming, 
and we need to be prepared."  
  While she says the report is thor-
ough overall, Freeman feels that 
more could have been added: "It 
seems to me that preparedness for 
refugees and refugee movement is a 
huge part of climate change that has 
not been addressed," she said.  
  Split into five central systems that 
will be affected by environmental 
disasters, the report outlines specific 
initiatives that will be put in place to 
prepare communities. The sections 
include disaster resilience, health and 
well-being, nature and biodiversity, 
infrastructure, and economy and 
workers. Each section has actions to 
promote knowledge and understand-
ing of climate risks and prevent ex-
treme damage from disasters.  
  Residents of Uxbridge have already 
lived through historic climate events, 
namely the tornado that tore 
through town last May.  
  "Our municipality did a fantastic 
job with the tornado. They re-
sponded straight away, and they were 
learning for the next time. The tor-
nado was a very obvious, clear exam-
ple of a climate emergency," said 
Freeman.  
  In contrast, the wildfire smoke cov-
ering Uxbridge this year is a slower 
degradation of our environment. 
Over an extended period, poor air 
quality can result in lung damage, 
respiratory illnesses, and changes to 
standard weather patterns. With the 
implementation of the National Cli-
mate Adaptation Strategy, buildings 
will be built to physically resist dis-

asters, healthcare, emergencies, and 
international systems will be better 
prepared to deal with the effects of 
these disasters. Ultimately, this strat-
egy and other climate actions aim to 
achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 
2050.  
  Unfortunately, government guide-
lines and their actions are often mis-
aligned. Although many strategies 
have been made to help the climate 
situation, Canada still operates as a 
"rip and strip" economy. "We are still 
subsidizing oil and gas companies," 

explained Freeman. "Instead we 
could be using this money for green 
energy and mitigation, not for in-
creasing the problem."  
  At a local level, individuals can let 
their politicians know that the cli-
mate is an issue that they would like 
to see solutions to. Once climate ac-
tion is prioritized, adaptations like 
public transit and outdoor recre-
ational spaces will improve.  
 

Nikita Mohile is a student at Port Perry High 
School who hopes to study journalism.

Across 
1. That girl 
4. Saw used in horror flicks 
9. Rocket launch area 
12. Skewer 
13. Postal scale unit 
14. Verb for you 
15. Unmatching 
16. Total 
17. Vast amount 
18. Lab work 
20. Like some organs 
22. "She Done ___ Wrong" 
24. Goes with haw 
25. Clear-cut 
29. "Once more ___ the breach...." 
33. It gets pumped 
34. Hide-hair link 
35. Handyman's need 
36. Bring in 
37. Didn't malfunction 
39. Where your diamonds studs go 
41. Gel, in a way 
42. Cutlass 
45. Monastery rooms 
49. Earl Grey, e.g. 
50. ___ and kicking 
54. Stock wood 
55. Get into a stew? 
56. Conifer trees 
57. Word with bum or bunny 
58. ___ Doubtfire--1993 film 
59. Canvas shelters 
60. Most spotted card 

Down 
1. Kind of check 
2. Take cover 
3. Finishes 
4. Relative 
5. Small dwelling 
6. Pantry pest 
7. Cocktail addition 
8. Moxie 
9. Beyond 
10. Space 
11. Agreement 
19. Diluting agent 
21. Copy 
23. Underage 
24. Start of a toast 
25. To __ for 
26. Pitching stat 
27. In place of 
28. Over the ___ 
30. False! 
31. Ring location, at times 
32. Antediluvian 
38. Alcove 
40. Fit the mold 
42. Restrain 
43. Become tiresome 
44. Quaker ___ 
46. Deep in thought 
47. Erie, for one 
48. Hot milk drink formation 
51. Tell tall tales 
52. Dew Drop ___ 
53. Dog doc

Now is the right time for climate action
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SERVICES 
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED RESTORA-
TION? Boxes of slides taking up room? Pre-
ston Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 Brock St. 
W. (Uxbridge) specializing in restorations & 
scanning. Call Sabrina, 905-550-8825.  8/24 
SHARPER EDGE (formerly Exact Edge). 
Chains,  machetes, scythes, axes, etc., sharp-
ened. Kitchen knives, too! Chainsaw main-
tenance & tree felling. 416-705-8427.   8/24  
MIKE THE HANDYMAN – experienced, 
reliable, affordable. Services: 
carpentry/trim, laminate flooring, tiling, 
drywall repair, plumbing & electrical fixture 
installation, vanity installation, interior 
painting/caulking, picture/painting hanging, 
TV mount, weather stripping, much more. 
647-505-9204.   8/10 
TRUCKING Livestock. Order buyer, hay & 
straw dealer, scrap dealer. Phone Blackie, 
705-934-0987.   8/24 
HAPPY YARDS is here to assist with your fall 
garden & yard projects! We specialize in 
trimming, pruning, weeding, leaves/ 
compost, soil aeration, garden design & 
chainsaw services. Booking for Sept. & Fall 
now. Call Sean for a free consultation (416) 
804-0639.  8/31  
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll 
love living in with our expert fitters at The 
Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact 

thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  8/31 
ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly 
Lawn Slide Services. Offering landscaping, 
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light excavation 
work, snow plowing. NOW HIRING. Email  
noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  Instagram: 
action_outdoor_services, 647-523-6730.    
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING 
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted 
Heather Stewart for 19 years for her 
reliability and detailed professionalism. 
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat Sitting 
/ Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-watch.ca 
for more info on Heather’s services. Call or 
text 905-852-8525, email  hstewart@home-
watch.ca and follow us on Instagram - 
HomeWatchUxbridge  8/31  
DECKS & FENCING Does your deck or fence 
need repair, powerwashing or re-sealing? 
We specialize in decks & fencing. No deck is 
too small or big. Very competitive prices, 20 
years’ experience, 2 year written warranty, 
free estimates. For all your outside upgrades 
& projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron, 437-
777-1281.  8/24 
 

WANTED 
PICKERS WANTED to harvest berries in 
Leaskdale. Flexible hours - harvest for a few 
hours or by the day. Montgomeryshire 

Orchard. Call or apply  in person. Darryl, 
416-346-6349.    8/17 
HELP WANTED - Hard-working handyman 
wanted to help with various projects. Full-
time or part-time. Transportation can be 
provided if necessary. Please call 416-705-
9993.   8/17 
LIGHT HOUSEWORK AND GENERAL HELP 
around the house. 2 to 3 hours for 2 or 3 
times per week. Uxbridge area. Own 
transportation required. Call Chris at 905-
717-5161.   8/3 
 

FOUND 
‘DOLL’ found near a bus shelter on Toronto 
St. on Mon., July 31. A "doll" that looks like 
one that might be used by a medical-
industry student. If you can describe it 
correctly in detail, then you can claim it. 
Contact Joe at 905-243-2394. If no answer, 
leave a message and I'll get back to you. 
 

EVENTS 

LEASKDALE LOOP ‘MUSIC HOP’ Saturday, 
August 19. See 8 different musicians. Follow 
our driving tour for flowers, produce, baked 
goods, cider, syrup, artisans, historical sites. 
See leaskdaleloop.ca and FB/IG for details. 

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit 
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest 

electrical contracting ltd 
 

Paul Fraser 
Cell 416.527.0878 
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com 

esa #7007893

JONES PUMPING 
Septic & Holding Tanks 

 

905-852-2486 
416-476-7170 

 

Serving Port Perry, 
Uxbridge &  

surrounding  areas 
 

MOE licensed

“A dry crust of bread eaten in 
peace and quiet is better than 
a feast eaten where everyone 
argues.”           Proverbs 17:1

416-526-3469
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OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Spring Booking Now   

Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, post rebuild, 
mold, kitchen, bath, basements, 

roofing, demolition, drywall, painting, 
brick gates, ceramics, flooring.  

Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 24/7

 3 Brock Street West 

ALL OUR BEST RECIPES - AND BEST DEALS - ARE FOUND 
AT THEMEATMERCHANT.CA! 

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR  
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS! 

www.themeatmerchant.ca

DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 

647.220.6093 
darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certified Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting & Plant Health Care



You’ve probably seen some unusual 
round growths, about the size of a 
ping-pong ball, in the stems of 
goldenrod plants. These balls are 
called galls and they’re the homes of 
some baby flies. However, other in-
sects also use plants as a nursery for 
their offspring. 
  The female Goldenrod Gall Fly 
lays eggs in the stems of the plant in 
the spring. The eggs hatch into tiny 
cream-coloured larvae several days 
later, and they begin to feed on the 
tissue inside the stems. Their saliva 
makes the goldenrod plants grow a 
hard rounded structure that houses 
the developing larvae. In the fall 
they chew a small tunnel through 
the gall to serve as their exit the fol-
lowing spring.  

  The larvae spend the winter inside, 
protected from the cold by the gall 
itself, but also by making antifreeze 
to prevent their tissues from freez-
ing. They may become food for 
black-capped chickadees or downy 
woodpeckers, as these birds can 
peck through the gall to pull out 
the nutritious larvae inside. Those 
that survive will pupate in the 
spring and push out of their exit 
tunnels. They’re not good fliers and 
spend most of their 10-to 14-day 
lives walking on nearby young gold-
enrod plants to find a mate, and lay 
eggs.  
  Another insect makes its home at 
the top of the goldenrod plant. 
Goldenrod Bunch Gall Midges lay 
eggs in the top leaves. The larvae se-
crete chemicals that make the stems 
stop growing taller. Instead, they 
grow more and more leaves from 
the same spot, making large rosettes 
that provide shelter and food for 
the developing larvae. These tight 
clusters of leaves also make homes 
for others, like spiders and other 

midges!  
  A different midge is responsible for 
making willow shrubs grow galls 
that look like little pinecones. Wil-
low Pinecone Gall Midges lay eggs 
in willow buds at the ends of the 
branches in springtime. Chemicals 
injected by the females and secreted 
by the eggs and larvae cause the 
stem tissues to broaden and harden 

into the shapes of pinecones.  
  I’ve found all these galls while 
walking on the local trails, includ-
ing the Barton Trail and the 
Uxbridge Countryside Preserve. 
They don’t harm the plants and pro-
vide unique homes for insects 
which in turn provide food for our 

local birds, both in the summer and 
winter. Nature can be fascinating if 
you stop and look closely!  
 
Nancy Melcher is The Nature Nut. Send de-
tails of your sightings or questions about the 
natural world to:  general@melcher.cx 
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To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca

Thursday, August 10, 202311The Uxbridge Cosmos

On August 3, 2023 , Martin Wiles, while surrounded by his loving 
wife and family, went home to be with his Saviour and Lord. While 
we mourn his loss, we celebrate a man who lived a full life of love, 
faith and friendship.  
Martin was a loving husband and true best friend to his high 
school sweetheart, Caro-Claire (née Braund) for 69 years (married 
for 67). He was the much older and wonderful brother to Gary 
Wiles (Susan). He was a devoted father who is cherished by his 
children: Caro-Alexandra “Tammy” (predeceased), John (Judith), 
Ken (Carolyn), Ted (Lisa), Andrea Winder (Kevin). Loving Poppa 
to 13 grandchildren: Ashleigh (Jacob), Melissa 
(Nathanael),Victoria, Joshua (Brittany), Kathleen, Emily, Graham 
(Bethany), Vanessa (Andrew), Joanna, Samantha, Nathan, 
Brennan, and Karl (Bethany). Great-grandfather to 12: Ryan, 
Oliver, Colton, Theodore, Adrian, Tobias, Milo, Simon, Ivan, 
Emma, Esther and Evelyn. He is also lovingly remembered by his 
nephews Adam (Jasmine) and Kash, nieces Megan (Shaun), Eva 
and Joey, and Mary Lou Wiles.  
Born in Toronto to Robert Melville Francis Wiles and Rose 
Margaret (Black), Martin started a 33 year career at Bell Canada 
at 19, retiring at 52. He was a continuous learner and enjoyed 
many hobbies, which included bowling, boating, fishing, building 
and fixing things, just to name a few. Most of all, he loved spending 
time with his family and friends. He gave back to the communities 
he lived in by volunteering and offering his time and leadership. 
He was an active and committed church member, serving as a 
deacon and helping to teach children various wood crafts in annual 
vacation Bible schools. He was valued, supported and respected at 
the churches he attended- Uxbridge Baptist Church, Vivian Baptist 
Church and Cornerstone Baptist Church in Orillia.   
Martin will be remembered for his unshakeable faith, his loud 
voice and laugh, his kindness and interest in people. He was 
generous, especially to his wife, family and close friends.  
We are so thankful for the many people who took care of Dad on 
his health journey. He was also thankful for you.  
Visitation will be held at Cornerstone Baptist Church, 265 
Coldwater Road West, Orillia, on Tuesday, August 8, from 2 - 4 
& 7 - 9 p.m., and on Wednesday, August 9, from 12 noon until 
the funeral service at 1 p.m. For those unable to attend the service, 
please feel free to join us by clicking on the following link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sl6XqXZr858  
If desired, memorial donations can be made to the charity of your 
choice or Cornerstone Baptist Church through the Mundell 
Funeral Home (705) 325-2231.  Messages of condolence are 
welcomed at www.mundellfuneralhome.com

WILES, Martin “Marty” Alexander 
June 13, 1937 ~ August 3, 2023

Passed away peacefully at Butternut 
Retirement Manor, Uxbridge, on 
Wednesday, August 2, 2023, in his 
98th year.  (Member of the King 
Edward Masonic Lodge #A.F. & A. 
M.; G.R.C.; Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch #141 Sunderland). 
 
Formerly a resident of Sunderland 
and Big Cedar Estates (Orillia), and 
currently resided at Butternut Retirement Manor, Uxbridge. 
Beloved husband of Jessie Lorraine Barnes (predeceased). Loving 
father to Doug Barnes (Sharon) of Sunderland, Carolyn Dane (the 
late Ron Dane) of Beaverton, and Sandra Colby (Barry) of 
Uxbridge.  Loving grandfather to Daniel (Virginia), Karlene 
(John), Michelle (Reg), Krista (Wes) and Ryan (Ange). Loving 
great-grandpa to 10 grandchildren. Predeceased by his parents 
John Edward Barnes and Elsie Mary Barnes (Dean).  
 
A graveside service with the family will be held at a later date. 
Special thank you to the wonderful staff at Butternut Manor 
Retirement Home, Uxbridge, for their special care and concern. 
Thank you to Dr. Chau and Dr. Wong. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations can be made to the Canadian Diabetes 
Association and can be made through the Mundell Funeral Home 
(705-325-2231). Messages of condolence are welcomed at 
www.mundellfuneralhome.com

BARNES, 
Gerald Gordon

The Nature Nut 

column by Nancy Melcher

Oooooohhh, such gall!

A goldenrod gall fly gall.  
               Photo by Nancy Melcher

A goldenrod bunch gall, close up.  
               Photo by Nancy Melcher

A willow pinecone gall.  
               Photo by Nancy Melcher
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Gerald Lawrence 
Manager/Realtor® 

MultipleListings.ca 
Cell 416-556-0238

Judy Esmonde 
Broker/Realtor® 

JudyEsmonde.ca 
Cell 416-677-8709

Marie Persaud 
Realtor® 

MariePersaud.ca 
Cell 416-970-8979

2-Storey Brick & Siding Home 
4 Beds, 3 Baths, 1 Attached Garage 

Partially Finished Basement 
Mature Street With 
50-ft. x 100-ft. Lot

HORSE FARM 
3 bedroom,1 bath, drilled well, 96 acres 
with spacious pastures, barn with indoor 

area. Call Judy today for more 
information.

Alyssa Persaud 
Realtor® 

AlyssaPersaud.ca 
Cell 647-232-8979

R.M.R. REAL ESTATE,  
BROKERAGE 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca 
75 Brock St. W., Uxbridge 

905-852-4338 
Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

Gwen Layton  
Realtor® 

GwenLayton.ca 
Cell 647-991-3276

Almost 8,000sq.ft. of Living Space on 
4 Acres, Multiple Walkouts, Outdoor Seating 

Areas On Every Floor, And Even Your Very 
Own Elevator To Avoid The Stairs. 

Asking $3,699,900

Chris Larmer  
Realtor® 

Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 416-500-6377

THINKING OF SELLING THIS FALL? 
It's time to sit down now and discuss the 

local Real Estate Market and our plan 
to get your home sold!

Shane Coxworth  
Realtor® 

Powerofbluex2.ca 
Cell 905-903-7965

TRYING TO NAVIGATE THE REAL 
ESTATE MARKET? 

We work and study it everyday. As professional 
REALTORS® we can help you. Let's sit down  

for a discussion.

FO
R 

SALE

FO
R 

SALE
WANTE

D

QUESTIO
NS?

WANTE
D

No matter what side of this street, you will 
find our SOLD signs! Trust and respect 
from our clients.  For your real estate 

needs, call us.

FO
R 

SALE
SOLD

Acreage and/or in-town properties backing 
onto trails, farms and single-family 

detached homes. Reach out today if you 
are thinking of selling.

Uxbridge Hospital 
FALL MUM 

Fundraiser 
 

Decorate your porch and garden with 
beautiful, LARGE, 14", colourful, potted 

mums while supporting the  
Uxbridge Hospital. 

 
5 colour choices: Yellow, purple, 

orange/bronze, red/burgundy & tricolour 
 

$28 each or 2 or more for $25 each  
(any colour combination) 

Price includes HST 
 

Order and payment deadline is  
Friday, August 25, 2023 

Delivery to Uxbridge Hospital is the 
week of September 11, 2023 

 
Place your order online at   

uxbridgehospitalauxiliary.com 
and click on 2023 Fall Mum Sale

All proceeds to the  
Uxbridge Hospital  

Auxiliary


