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AN ACCIDENT WAITING TO HAPPEN? - Trees leaning against propane tanks that have been left out in the open, and electrical cords draped across the
tanks and coiled on the grounds of the train station are a few of the safety hazards that have been brought by the Township to the attention of the York-Durham
Heritage Railway (YDHR), which is currently operating holiday-themed events out of the station. If these issues, along with several others, are not rectified by

bridge Cos

TheCosmos.ca

the end of this month, YDHR's lease on the station will not be renewed. Read more below.
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YDHR may he facing final derailment

Roger Varley

Uxbridge Township council has served the
York-Durham Heritage Railway with notice
that its lease on the township-owned railway
station will be terminated on Dec. 31 unless a
set of conditions are met.

Following an in camera session at the end of

its regular session Monday, at which it received
a confidential report from Chief Administrative
Officer Kristi Honey, council unanimously ap-
proved a motion put forward by Deputy Mayor
Willie Popp. The motion stated "that report
CAO 15/23 be received for information and
that council direct staff not to engage in any
lease extension discussions or terms and condi-
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tions regarding a new lease with York-Durham
Heritage Railway until the following outstand-
ing matters are resolved: full compliance with
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all township orders; no funds in arrears; re-
moval of all four identified rail cars, including
any contaminated substances; site cleanup to
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YDHR must comply by end of year,
from page 1

the satisfaction of building services,
community services department, by-
law department and fire department.
Failure to fulfill conditions as per
this recommendation, York-Durham
Heritage Railway is to deliver vacant

possession of the premises effective
Dec. 31."

Council said that, should YDHR
comply with all the conditions, they

tario Ministry of Transportation
have been notified of the current sit-
uation. She said the MOT is the
body which issues the licence for
YDHR to operate a rail service, and
that it could decide to pull the li-
cence for safety reasons or lack of
compliance.

Honey said that compliance in-
cludes immediate action to address
many safety concerns. The four rail
cars mentioned in Popp's motion
have been found to contain asbestos

Extension cords tangle together outside a train station door on the platform.
Photo used with permission from the Township of Uxbridge

can enter negotiations for a new
lease. Until that time, however,
YDHR will not be permitted on the
premises.

No YDHR representatives attended
the in camera session.

In an interview on Tuesday, Honey
said the arrears have now been paid,
but she would not say when they
were paid or how much was owing.
However, at a special council meet-
ing held on July 31, council asked
YDHR CEO John Perks to pay
$10,000 towards its arrears.

YDHR leases the train station and
its platform from the township. The
rail lines and the railyard are owned
by Metrolinx, which leases them to
the township. In turn, the township
subleases those properties to YDHR
in a separate lease.

Honey said Metrolinx and the On-

and lead. She said there are also is-
sues with the storage of propane
tanks on site, and noted the fire de-
partment was scheduled to visit the
site again on Tuesday.

She said various structures on the
railyard were erected without the
proper or required permits, adding
that a stage used in YDHR's most re-
cent event was built without a per-
mit and did not meet codes.

When contacted by the Cosmos
about the township’s decision to put
YDHR on notice, Perks agreed to an
interview. He later sent the Cosmos
an “official statement” from the
YDHR board, and said he would
know more on Thursday of this
week.

The same statement that was sent
to the Cosmos also appeared on
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YDHR's Facebook page. It indicates
the railway intends to continue op-
erations. The statement says, in part:
"YDHR does not comment on
pending potential litigation or legal
processes, but we do want to reassure
the public that after 25 years of faith-
fully bringing hundreds of thou-
sands of tourists to the community,
including last weekend with almost
5,000 visitors to Uxbridge over three
days, we remain open for business
and for future events."

The post added that, "if you are a
current ticket holder for our 2023
Christmas Experience, nothing will
change . .. except that the township
will not allow you to view the 100-
year-old station as a part of your
visit."

In the interview, Honey noted that
the township has had "a long-stand-
ing relationship with YDHR" and
recognizes the tourism and eco-
nomic benefits to Uxbridge, but
added "safety comes first." She said
the township has been discussing the
removal of the four rail cars "for
years."

In September of this year, with the
rail cars still on site, the township ad-

q
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Toll-free
888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

vised YDHR that lease negotiations
would be on hold until the matter
was resolved. There was a meeting
with YDHR on Dec. 6, in another
attempt to come to an agreement.
"The township may engage with
YDHR regard-
ing a new lease
upon complete
resolution of all

tional five years for any environmen-
tal issues. As well, if the equipment
is not removed "in a timely manner,"
the township will put out a contract

to "remediate and revitalize the

property."

outstanding
matters,” she
said, but reiter-
ated that the
lease will expire
Dec. 31, if they
don't comply.
If the lease is
terminated,
YDHR will still
be responsible

for an addi-

code.

[.eah Daniels and Friends

A Holly Jolly
-Hometown

This stage, erected on the grounds of the train station, was erected
without a permit and, according to the Township, was not built to
Photo used with permission from the Township of Uxbridge
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Our two cents

Calling on hamlet writers

The editor is fully aware at this moment that she is taking advantage of
being able to read and edit the Letters to the Editor section before having
to write this week’s editorial. She is aware that this is, normally, not really
proper journalistic practice, but then again, the Letters department and the
editor’s job do not, in larger establishments, cross paths too often, whereas
here at the Cosmos, they are both taken care of at the same desk, on the
same computer, and by the same person.

Job descriptions and workflow are not what we're wanting to mention
here, though. Wed like to talk to Eleanor Todd’s letter regarding the “good
old days” of hamlet correspondents.

We couldn’t agree with her more.

The Cosmos did have, for a few years, some correspondents writing from
Sandford, Leaskdale, and Goodwood. Sandford’s writer switched to an-
other newspaper, Helen Harrison in Leaskdale sadly passed away, and
Goodwood got too busy. We had a columnist from Udora who took a neat
perspective on things, but he just stopped submitting.

The Standard, another independent newspaper distributed here in town,
has some great hamlet correspondents who fill the pages with the kind of
news Ms Todd yearns for.

Wed like that sort of thing, too. It’s important we remember that Zephyr,
Sandford, Udora, Leaskdale, and Goodwood are all part of our fabulous lit-
tle township, and, try as we may, we can't stay on top of everything thats
going on.

So, if you're intrigued about occasionally being in the newspaper, can
spell, know where to place a comma and a period, live in one of the afore-
mentioned hamlets and have the pulse on what is happening in your ham-
let (Hamlet Happenings - good name for a column...noted, says the
editor), then by all means, drop us a line! Send an email to Lvann@thecos-
mos.ca with a sample of what you might be able to do for the Cosmos, and

we'll talk!
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Letters to the Editor

Re: “Connecting with the Region: Po-
lice services in Durham,” Oct. 26,
2023, edition

Mr. Bruce Garrod, I believe there
are a few flaws in your column.

The total number of officers em-
ployed by the DRPS (Durham Re-
gion Police Service) does not help
those of us living in Uxbridge
Township. I was informed by one
officer that there are only two offi-
cers available to patrol the 200 sq.
miles of the township.

The town proper may have a visi-
ble police presence, but the hamlets
do not! There are times when I have
not seen an officer for three
months.

North Division officers do not con-
duct appropriate enforcement and
are not responsive to community
complaints.

(DRPS) Supervisor Mike Brown
took my complaint about speeding
in Goodwood in the spring of
2023, and stated that he would take
action - nothing happened.

One traffic officer stated that he
would have radar on Front Street -
nothing happened. A second traffic
officer stated that he would have
the DRPS recording speed sign on
Front Street - nothing happened.

Your traffic survey in June 2023,
showed that a huge number of vehi-
cles are speeding. Over 100 speeders
in one 24-hour period alone.

There are at least a dozen solutions
to this problem that the town could
carry out, but won't take action.
The town is spending tons of tax-
payers’ money on the town proper
but ignoring the hamlets.

The regional councillor should be

advocating more strongly at the Re-
gion for better police presence. The
hamlet residents should be receiving
a 30 per cent reduction in their
taxes for the one percent of police
service that they receive.

R. Robertson

Goodwood

Re: A missed opportuniry,” Am I
wrong?, Nov. 30, 2023, edition

I agree with you on this, Roger, you
are not wrong. You are right with
what you said in the Cosmos news-
paper. To quote:

“It was a perfect opportunity for
our local council to talk about
Uxbridge residents who are going
through hard times who are turning
to food banks and sleeping in vehi-
cles.

I agree with you.

Kathy Nicholson
Uxbridge

Re: “No news is good news,” Am 1
wrong?, Dec. 7, 2023, edition

Whether or not we have no news,
good news, hard news, fake news or
slow news periods, the local news-
paper must get to press on time.

The colorful ads for various events
and businesses are all well and good
and, may [ say, necessary, not just
for the financial survival of the
paper, but also to keep readers in-
formed as to whatever is available
locally.

But , how I long for the days when
our local newspapers regularly pub-
lished news of a different sort! Each
litctle hamlet or community in the
surrounding area had a contributing

correspondent and we were all able
to keep up with the events that were
preoccupying our neighbors.

We learned about stuff, like the
fact that Mr. and Mrs. Bert Jones
had arrived home safely from their
vacation in Costa Rica, and that
Susie Green had won a sports schol-
arship to attend a university in New
Hampshire. We learned that a
record number of people had en-
joyed a meal at the annual church
supper, and that Bill Baker had
gained permission to use the school
bus to take the kids skating at the
arena every Saturday. We finally got
the news that Mrs. J.H. Brown
was successfully delivered of a baby
girl last week, and that Bobby
White fell out of a tree and broke
his arm. All of his friends have now
signed his cast. Without the dili-
gence of the local correspondent, we
might never have known in time
that the couples club was planning
to stage a play to entertain the chil-
dren at the church Christmas con-
cert, and that they were looking for
more entertainers to add to the pro-
gram. I could go on and on, but
you get the idea.

Since COVID, some of us are feel-
ing rather isolated these days,
spending far too much time with
only the TV or (Heaven forbid)
Facebook to tell us what is going
on.

I'm here to say that it was better in
the "good old days" when we had
our local contributing correspon-
dents making us feel that we were
still part of a thriving community.

Eleanor Todd
Goodwood
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That might be the advice many parents are
considering delivering to their offspring in
light of the recent announcement that
Shohei Ohtani, a baseball player, has been
given a contract which will see him paid
$700 million over 10 years. If my calcula-
tions are correct, that means he will be paid
more than $190,000 a day for the next 10
years!

What kind of world are we living in when
we see such outrageous paychecks being
given to someone just because he plays
baseball? He doesn't hold another person's
life in his hands as a surgeon does, or a fire-
fighter. He doesn't hold the fate of a nation
in his hands like a president or prime min-
ister does. He doesn't contribute to the bet-
terment of humanity as a scientist does. He
doesn't feed people as a farmer or fisher-
man does. He just plays baseball, for Pete's
sake!

Until his contract announcement, I had-
n't even heard of Shohei Ohtan. That's re-
ally not surprising, since I stopped
following major league baseball more than
a decade ago when another player (I think
it was Alex Rodriguez) was awarded a $250
million contract. I remember thinking how
ridiculous it was to pay a ballplayer a quar-
ter-of-a-billion dollars.

Now we have one who will get close to
three-quarters of a billion dollars.

What makes this even worse (if that's pos-
sible) is that Los Angeles, home of the
Dodger team that awarded the contract,
has, at latest estimate, 60,000 homeless
people living on the streets. I hope Ohtani
and the Dodger executives can sleep well
after driving past all these homeless people
on their way to the stadium. I'm sure they
will, because they know it's the fans who
will ultimately be paying Ohtani's salary,

Just as horrifying is the fact that the
Toronto Blue Jays were hoping to sign this
player to their roster. Obviously, they
weren't able to match the final $700 mil-
lion price tag, but they must have been
willing to pay out a substantial amount to

Am [ wrong?

column by Roger Varley

Forget school work - go play outside

acquire his services. Which just goes to
show how out of touch the sports world is
with the real world.

I now have a confession to make. I watch
NFL football. I know many of the players
in the NFL are pulling down huge pay-
cheques and they are not shy about show-
ing it. Watch any NFL game and see how
many players are wearing their diamond
earstuds or heavy gold chains while they are
playing. It's almost as though they are, to
turn a phrase, rubbing our noses in it. The
only defence I have for watching the NFL
is the absolutely staggering, awesome plays
we see in just about every game. Players
making seemingly impossible catches, run-
ners shaking off tacklers to gain an extra
five yards, field goals from 60 yards. And
while I don't particularly like them, the
Patrick Mahomes-Travis Kelce combination
with the Kansas City Chiefs is something
to behold.

When it comes to sport, it will surprise
few of you to know that I prefer to watch
the Uxbridge Bruins play at the arena.
These kids (young men) play for the love of
the game. Most of them know their com-
petitive hockey days are over when they
reach the age limit, but that doesn't stop
them from giving it their all. They wear
their uniforms with pride. For Ohtani, his
uniform will simply be a reminder of how
much money he is being paid, even when
he has days off.

Maybe the parents of the Bruins players
should have told their sons to work on their
hockey skills instead of concentrating on
school work. That way, the lads might be
better positioned to make big bucks in the
NHL.

It seems to me that unless and until we
start paying nurses, firefighters, first re-
sponders, etc., a decent living wage instead
of doling out what are basically lottery wins
to people who can hit a ball or shoot a
puck, we might just as well pull the kids
out of school.

Tell me, am I wrong?

column by Ted Barris

This week I've visited the Music Hall a lot.
Over the weekend, we moved staging, lights,
props and actors into the facility for perform-
ances of Frankie and Johnny in the Clair de
Lune, through Saturday night. On Monday,
as director Conrad Boyce and I opened the
front door of the Hall to move a piece of fur-
niture onto the stage, Benny, the custodian,
greeted us with a big smile and handshakes.

“Isn’t it great? We don't have to do #his any-
more,” and he mimicked avoiding somebody
on the sidewalk the way we did during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“It is great,” I agreed. “But we almost have
to learn how to deal with people face-to-face
all over again.”

I'm sure I don’t have to elaborate, but aside
from the horrific totals — 56,534 COVID-19
deaths and nearly five million cases in Canada
— perhaps the worst damage the pandemic has
wrought is disconnection. For three years we
didn’t touch each other, we didn’t talk to each
other face-to-face, we didn’t gather indoors at
arenas, theatres, gyms or house parties. The
impact on our mental health has been crip-
pling.

Statistics Canada has even surveyed us to
prove it. The demographers at Stats Can say,
during the pandemic, population growth fell
to levels we haven’t seen since the Great War.
Life expectancy went down by 0.6 years, the
worst since 1921. And if you think it’s been
tough on adults, it’s worse for young people.
The Guardian newspaper spoke to a clinical
scientist about our inability to communicate
in person because of the pandemic.

“We acquire most of our social skills be-
tween the ages of zero and seven,” Linda Blair
said, and she added that the absence of those
social skills means they’ll be harder for us —
especially for young people — to learn or re-
learn them.

And you know what makes that worse?
Being addicted to our cellphones. As evi-
dence, look at the dilemma that the Toronto
District School Board faces trying to elimi-
nate the distraction of cellphones in class-
rooms. The TDSB banned them in 2007, and
then lifted the ban in 2011. Now it’s consid-
ering re-introducting it. Students went
through two years of mind-numbing online
learning, two years of staring at a computer
screen instead of a teacher’s engaging lessons
in class and hands-on learning. Now, with the
temptation of the phone in their back pocket,

The Barris Beat

Social skill without a cellphone

kids are logging on to social media constantly,
most annoyingly in class.

And you know what makes that worse? Hel-
icopter parents who insist on hovering. I un-
derstand that moms and dads want to keep
their children safe. But I also believe unless
there are medical reasons for being instanta-
neously connected with parents at home or at
work, any call at school can wait for between
classes, recess or lunch period. In other words,
let’s not panic our children into thinking we
have to know their whereabouts every minute
at school. Schools are pretty efficient at keep-
ing tabs on students, faculty and staff be-
tween 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. And while we're at
it, why not treat cellphone time out of school
like time on their game computers? Why not
have them earn that time as a reward, not
treat it as a given? One high school student
interviewed on CBC Radio this week said,
“Too many of us are addicted to our phones.
Phones don't really promote better educa-
tion.”

I coped with this problem when I taught
journalism and broadcasting to undergradu-
ate and graduate students alike at Centennial
College just prior to the pandemic. Almost all
my reporting students and the curriculum
gurus insisted that cellphones played a pivotal
role in modern journalism — chasing inter-
view sources, acquiring research and deliver-
ing stories remotely. “Get with it, Ted,” they
told me. “It’s a wireless world.” I agreed with
the predominance and pervasiveness of tech-
nology. But I knew my students better than
the gurus did. Long before the pandemic,
young people were petrified to make cold
calls to interview sources. It was my job to
help them overcome their mortal fear of leav-
ing that cocoon at home, meeting someone
they didn't know in person and conducting
an interview face-to-face to get to the heart of
a story.

“Sometimes, politicians in a scrum at
Queen’s Park or athletes post-game at Scotia-
bank Arena say more with facial expressions
than they do with spoken words. And you
can’t get that from a cellphone,” I insisted.

In other words, I forced the cellphones out
of these young people’s hands to teach them a
profession. It may be time take away their
phones to teach them how to be human
again, and really put the pandemic behind us.

For more Barris Beat columns,
go to www.tedbarris.com
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A Catch-up Conversation with

Christina Campsall

Christina, it doesn’t seem that long ago that you were singing in community theatre musicals at the Music Hall. Now
you're performing spectacular music, wearing spectacular costumes in spectacular opera houses all over Europe.
Tell us about the journey that brought you from there to here, and how the Uxbridge arts scene prepared you for it.

It is not as glamorous as it looks on social media, but I've been very fortunate and I'm so grateful
to have made this my career. A huge part of that is due to the inspiration and encouragement
from so many people within Uxbridge community theatre.

It took me a bit longer than most to discover opera as a career path - I didn’t really know it ex-
isted until my early 20s. I always had a passion for the performing arts, but I never took singing
lessons. I was a shy kid, didn't have many friends, and got bullied a lot. Theatre was a great
outlet for me, it helped so much to boost my confidence. I won theatre arts awards and the
OnStage
Uxbridge schol-
arship at USS.

I decided that I
would major in
theatre at univer-
sity, but it wasn’t
a good fir. I
switched to York
University and
signed up for a
course  called
“Classical

Traditional Christmas Cake,
Stollen and Shortbread.

singing for non-
The

run-

majors.”

professor

Final week to order
for Christmas!

ning the course
believed that my
voice fit well in
classical music,

and he encour-

416-346-6349

aged me to

) - switch majors
djt@nexicom.net ...continued on
Leaskdale page8
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Campsall conversation, from page 6

He eventually become my first voice
teacher.

I had so much self-doubt if I was

making the right decision, diving
into something completely new like
classical singing, not knowing any-
thing about the genre, barely being
able to read music notes on a page. |

B

Experience the Joy
of that 2 K
First Christmas

- *

*
Friday, December 15
Saturday., December 16
Sunday, December 17

in Centennial Park -
Uxbridge, Ontario

-

2 Presentations Each Evening

T30 pom. & B: 15 pom.

|
]
An oauldoor re-crealion of e Chistmas story, complele witlh
narrat b, aulhonte costuwmes & live anlmals

A Gl Lo our Communily Imem Usbridge Baplisi Church

—
I,?‘?The Ryleepuss

Production of

I"EHE 5

S BEAUTY

AND THE

EAST

FHE RO SY ML SECAL

ON STAGE
Feb 8-11,15-18,

\}‘

U:{hrid%ﬂ Music Hall

16 Main

Tickets:
starticketing.com

5., Uxbridge

felt like a fraud. It took a lot of en-
couragement from outside influ-
ences, friends and colleagues, to help
convince me that I was on the right
path.

One of those major influences was
when you (Conrad Boyce) gave me
the role of Edith in Pirates of Pen-
zance. It was my first solo role. An-
other person who put me on this
path was Uxbridge pianist Anthony
Holt. He accompanied me at my au-
dition for York University, he helped
me apply for the Uxbridge Music
Scholarship Trust, and he accompa-
nied me in many concerts here in

TOO MUCH
HOUSE!

Downsizing can seem like a
large task. Let me help.

“ Complimentary
Cleaning & Staging

“ Packing & Decluttering
Assistance

“ Painters & Trades on call

for repairs

| specialize in helping my clients

prepare their home for market and §

help find the perfect home for
the next phase of life.

Call or text to see how | can help.

CHESTNUT PARK

CHIISTIE™

?:-W;HW

Uxbridge. He taught me so much,
and if it wasn't for him, I may not
have been accepted into the music
program.

How did the European adventure begin?

In 2016, in my second year of the
artist diploma program at the Royal
Conservatory of Music in Toronto, 1
was auditioning like crazy, both in
North America and Europe. I dove
right into finding work in the indus-
try. I had an audition in Germany for
an opera studio, and the intendant of
one of the opera houses represented
offered me a position for one year. It

LEAH SPROTT |

Sales Representative

(647) 994-1272

Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd.
9 Main Street S., Uxbridge

bt

e

by Terrence McNally

December 13, 14, 15 & 16 at 7:30 pm

Matinée December 16 at 2 pm

Uxbridge Music Hall

Progced

Tickets:
starticketing.com = "9
Produced by
arrangement with
Dramatists Flay
Servica,

M Yok

Warning:
Adult situations &

language, including some nudity.

Recommended for ages 16+

Dhrected r.l'.-

Conrad Boyce
by Ray Walker

Lisha ¥an Nieumwenhowve
and Grant Evans

Presented by Ted Barris and

Stupefied Theatrical
Productions

STUPEFIED
THEATRICAL

Cnmmmanity
Themire...
Ervapdlaray
Sryir

was exactly what I needed to get my
foot in the door. I moved to Ger-
many that summer, studied German
and worked the 2016/17 season at
this opera house, while I continued
auditioning throughout Europe. I've
been working freelance ever since.

You have a home base in Basel, Switzerland.
What makes that the ideal place to live for
someone who lives a lot out of a suitcase?

I've been here since 2018. It’s a beau-
tiful city, with a fantastic arts and cul-
ture scene. It’s also central to the rest
of western Europe, so travelling to
other countries is very easy and con-
venient. The main language here is
German, which I now speak fairly
fluently, and I've made a lovely little
home for myself here. I have friends
near and far, who are all from other
parts of the world. I consider them
my European family.

Can you paint us a picture of the life an itin-
erant mezzo-soprano? How do you get the
contracts? What's it like, adjusting to different
languages and cultures, rehearsing when
everyone speaks a different mother tongue?

Every new project 'm a part of is
new, unexplored territory. Often the
common language is English, but
not always. I have been a part of
many productions now where I was
the only foreigner, so I had to adjust

...continued on page 11

Christina Campsall (in blue) as Flora in
Verdi's La Traviata, in Tenerife, Canary Is-

lands. Submitted photo

' and Teauma
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Unhealed grief and trauma are
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BUSINESS, FARM,
and ESTATE TAX
STRATEGIES

eric@aquilian.ca
ERIC GROSSMAN, CPA
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Bruins ruin Lumberjacks' win streak

Roger Varley

A goal in each period was enough for
the Uxbridge Bruins to defeat the
Port Perry LumberJacks 3-1 at the
arena last Friday. The victory brought
to an end the LumberJacks' four-
game win streak.

Port Perry dominated the Bruins
through much of the first period,
scoring the first goal of the game late
into the stanza with a shot from the
blue line. However, the Bruins
surged in the final two minutes and
Ty Roberts evened the score with just
19 seconds left in the period. Assists
went to Anthony Lamanna and
Quinn Meek.

The Bruins missed a golden oppor-
tunity midway through the second
period when Meek and Lamanna
staged a two-on-one rush on the Port
Perry goal, only to see Meek hit the
goalpost. As the period wound
down, Blake Peters showed great
stay-with-it effort to put the Bruins
ahead, assisted by Josh Czalij and
Luke El-Ayari.

With Matt Czalij replacing Andrew
Claughton in the net for the final 20
minutes, Roberts produced his sec-
ond goal of the night midway
through the period, assisted by
Meek, after they stole the puck from

uxperience looking for non-
profits/charities who want $$

Do you belong to an Uxbridge-based non-
profit organization or charity that is in
need of funding? Now is the time to apply
and be considered as a candidate to re-
ceive proceeds from the May 2024 uxpe-
rience show.

The 2024 show will highlight the 30th an-
niversary of the show with great music,
comedy and other fun! Matt Gunn returns
as show director, with Eric Speers as co-
director, and Christina Enns returns to as-
sist Matt with music direction. Alannah
Kemp as skit director and Alyssa Jeffrey as
producer are welcome additions to the
Creative team!

Each year, uxperience members choose
a group to receive the show's proceeds.
To be considered, groups must be non-
profit and complete an application.

Since uxperience began over 29 years
ago, it has donated more than $150,000
to local organizations. The amount do-
nated each year depends on how much
the show raises through sponsors, tickets
sales and other fundraising events. Last
year, uxperience was pleased to present
a $5,000 cheque to the Uxbridge Youth
Group.

To have your organization considered as
a possible recipient, email uxperi-
ence92@gmail.com to request an appli-
cation. Deadline is Monday, Dec. 18.

a LumberJacks defender.

‘The Cosmos selected Roberts as the
Bruins' player of the game and gave
the nod to Dale Faubert of the Lum-
berJacks.

The game was a chippy affair, with
both teams receiving four unsports-
manlike penalties and a couple of
fighting penalties.

The LumberJacks wore special

pink-emblazoned uniforms for the
game to promote breast cancer
awareness and the Bruins wore their
special event sweaters in support.
The Bruins were scheduled to meet
the Chiefs in Lakefield on Tuesday
night and return to the arena tomor-
row (Friday) night at 7:45 p.m. for a
re-match against Port Perry.

Friday, December 15, 7:45 p.m.
against Port Perry
at the Walkricige Arena

H[Ufﬁij‘. December 16, 7:25 pum.
against Morth Kawartha
at the Naorth Kawartha

Community Centrag

For complete
season and player
information
go to

lixbridgebruing. pfhlon. hockeyinch.com

Catch up on

township news

Read your fovourite
columnists

Contact us diredtly
from website

Direct links
1o odvertisers

£ & 38 Toromta St. N_, Uxbridge 905-852-1900 Lvann@thecasmas.ca
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Across

1. Hooters
5..."Onceandfor __!"
8. Air circulating device
11. Cheer

12. Excel chart

13. Past

14. Alternative

15. Drink with jam and bread?
16. Congeal

17. Podiatrist's fetish

19. Money that is battled for
21. Palatial

24. Nifty

27. Adage

30. Describing a crucial hour
32. Lobby, say

34. Perceive with the eyes
35. Usher tune
36."All__areoff!"

38. Do-over

40. Prevent

43. So last year

45. Bounce

48. Part of UA.E.

50. Residue from a stogie
51. Astonish

52. Confront
53.EorG,e.g.

54. Xrating?

55. Vamoosed

Down

1. Aluminum source

2. Pack animal

3. Get checkmated

4. Beef cow

5. Rental unit, for short
6. Whopper, e.g.

7. Ballet move

8. Buckles, as a seat belt
9. Go gray

10. That was a lie!

18. Connections

20. It's next to nothing
22.1ron, e.g.

23. Wish you were __!
25. Gobbled up

26. Everyday article
27. Agent

28. Lionel Richie's "You "
29. Rolling in dough
31. Docs for dachshunds
33."Thar ___ blows!"
37. Personnel

39."__ doesit!"

41. Like some votes
42.Clip

43. Popular tree

44. Play for a sap

46. Have chits out

47. Write

49. Resting place

PUT YOUR MONEY
WHERE YOUR HOUSE IS %

Support the local businesses that support your local newspaper >

ADVERTISE
M lar LOKCAL

Canadi
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COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD
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FuppTurt

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

GOODWOOD
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Hiame fenavaTied including. sddaions,
WitchaEng, Bathnaerd, BaemsEns, garapes,
Fardeoad Hooring, trim eic

416-526-3469 @

Alec Leask
Earthmoving & Haulage

Mobile/text 416-346-1623
alecleask.com

Large & small jobs welcome
Site preparation
Basements & driveways
Trenching & drainage
~Septic systems ki A
= [aend

e T

L

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE

and get seen by everyone in
Uxbridge Township!

Call

905
852-1900
for details

w W REASON FOR
~#1 READING

PRINTED
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPERS

ISLOCAL
NEWS

Source: News Media Canada

JoNEs PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge &
surrounding areas

MOE licensed

Call Gillanders today
to consign your
quality items to an
upcoming sale or to
discuss an auction of
your own!

www.g-a-s.ca
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com
647-212-2275
Like us on Facebook

K ™ )

FLRIAS
EvANS
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Best GIC rate: 6.18%
{1y 1Eien)

Teseri L jofd B ipifp [ Fritd S esded 15 3500
18 Toronbs Siveel Morth, Limi 2
Llxheul e, Uatanmn
WS-A5EEE wwewoamesismard ca
Serving our clionts &

communities sinee 1965
Life bssurance * GICs « Funds = Plansesg

OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY

Now booking for
work indoors
Bathrooms, kitchens, basements &
“granny” suites. Seamless eavestrough,
waterproofing, cement, stonework,
electrical, plumbing, mold, roofing,
drywall, painting, ceramics, flooring.

Licensed. 52 years experience.

Seniors’ discount. Please call:
905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 24/7

e
- E e
;‘,E Ll

Remember that

time when Amazon
sponsored your church
fundraiser?

‘ News Media Canoda
Médias d'Info Conada

Remember when
Facebook bought a case
of Girl Guide cookies to
support your daughter?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

| Remember when

Google provided free

= pizza to your child’s
soccer team when they

™ won the championship?

U ciaupion
OTETRIT

In

electrical contracting Itd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

Light For Your Path

“We know that in all things
God works for good with
those who love him.”

Romans 8:28

For Bilbsle: Resoaannes
Bibleisaciety cafsor ptures-daily-mannal

i‘ Caradian
Hebim Sooapity

CLASSIFIEDS

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit
card. Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900 Deadline: Tuesday, 12 noon.

SERVICES

MIKE THE HANDYMAN - experienced, reli-
able, affordable. Services: carpentry/trim,
laminate flooring, tiling, drywall repair,
plumbing &electrical fixture installation, vanity
installation, interior painting/caulking, pic-
ture/painting hanging, TV mount, weather
stripping, much more. 647-505-9204. 12/21
SNOW REMOVAL! Offering hand-shovelling,
snow blowing and plowing on a seasonal or
per shovel basis. Call 647-229-2219 today for
a free quote or when there there is too much
snow for you to handle! At Redefined Land-
scaping we also offer full property upkeep
done by horticulturists specializing in garden
and lawn maintenance. 12/14

WOODEN SPOON CARVING Give the gift of
carving a wooden spoon. Together, with fam-
ily, friends, or 1:1 instruction in your home.
Book online at www.woodgifts.ca 12/21
POTTERY LESSONS WITH CYNTHIA CUPPLES
Booking for 2024! Makes a great gift! Class size
3-5 people, 4 class sessions, an hour and a half
each class. cynthiacupplespottery.com 12/14
DO YOUR OLD PHOTOS NEED RESTORATION?
Boxes of slides taking up room? Preston
Gallery/BiA Photography at 77 Brock St. W.
(Uxbridge) specializing in restorations & scan-
ning. Call Sabrina, 905-550-8825. 12/21
SHARPER EDGE (formerly Exact Edge). Chains,
machetes, scythes, axes, etc., sharpened.
Kitchen knives, too! Chainsaw maintenance &

tree felling. 416-705-8427. 12/21

PRIVATE PSW SERVICES Specializing in
Alzheimer's, dementia, Parkinson’s, geriatric
and end-of-life care. Lots of courses completed
and fantastic references. Reliable, profes-
sional, mannerly. Contact Robert at 647-225-
8245. 2/1

ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly Lawn
Slide
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light excavation

Services.  Offering  landscaping,

work, snow plowing. Email
noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca Instagram:
@action_outdoor_services, 647-523-6730.
12/21

HOME-WATCH  HOUSE/PET  SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted Heather
Stewart for 19 years for her reliability and
detailed professionalism. Property Services /
Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs!
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on
Heather's services. Call or text 905-852-8525,
email hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge 12/21
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll
love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls
Stouffville.
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-

642-3339. An uplifting experience! 12/21

FOR SALE

SUZUKI DIGITAL PIANO with bench. Model
HP-275E. High-gloss black. Seldom used.
Please call 365-533-2867. 12/21

Bra Shop in Contact

BOOKS Two chapbooks written by Bruce
Brandon. Uxbridge Poems and Imagined journals
of Sam Sharpe, now available at Blue Heron
Books. 12/14

LOST

PAIR OF HEARING AIDS in a Hearing Life
container, possibly around Countryside
Preserve. Please call 647-230-1213 if found.
Reward.

FOR RENT

ONE BEDROOM APT., DOWNTOWN
UXBRIDGE Living room with kitchen,
bathroom, available Jan. 2, 2024. $1,600/mo.,
hydro & gas incl. 647-381-8669.

TWO BEDROOM APT., DOWNTOWN
UXBRIDGE Living room with kitchen,
bathroom available Feb. 2, 2024. $1,950/mo.,
hydro & gas incl. 647-381-8669.

EVENTS

BLUE CHRISTMAS Saturday, Dec. 16, 6 pm.
Hosted by St. Paul's Anglican Church & Trinity
United. This contemplative time together is for
everyone, but especially those who may find
this season difficult. A time with like-minded
people to reflect on the year past and being
hopeful for the time to come. All are welcome.
CAROL SING Sunday, Dec. 17, 3 p.m. St. Paul's
Anglican Church. Do you love singing
Christmas carols? Please join us in singing a
medley of traditional and contemporary
Advent & Christmas Carols.
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See that pristine white snow? It’s so
beautiful: clean, crisp, and pure.
But look closely on a lovely sunny
day, particularly near tree trunks,
and you may be surprised by what
is there. It looks like pepper has
been sprinkled all around. Wait,
are those black specks MOVING?

The Nature Nut

column by Nancy Melcher

Don't eat the peppered snow!

What the heck is going on here?

You're looking at snow fleas, or
springtails as they’re also called.
Theyre dark blue-black and are
about 1.5 mm long, resembling
tiny earwigs. About 40 of them
would fit on your thumbnail.

In the summer these little crea-

tures live in the ground, feeding on
organic matter, and helping to en-
rich the soil. Over the winter they
live in leaf litter, coming out on
sunny days to feed on algae and
fungus that grows on the snow.
Yikes, that’s one good reason not to
eat snow!

Snow fleas are hexapods, a kind of
arthropod, and so are cousins of
lobsters, insects, and spiders.
They’re called “fleas” due to the way
they jump, like those pesky insects
that are found on pets. Snow fleas
have a stiff, hinged appendage,
called a furcula, on their under-
sides. This is the “spring” of the

However, there’s no need to fear
snow fleas. They don’t bite, don’t
carry disease, and won’t hurt pets or
wild animals. Theyre beneficial
creatures that make gardens grow
better by breaking down organic
matter. Their ability to survive
freezing temperatures is interesting
to researchers at Queen’s University
and may be used to make better ice
cream. Now that’s a frozen treat
that IS good to eat!

- o
- -
springtail. When it’s released it

launches them up to 18 cm! That’s
the equivalent of a 1.75m tall

Nancy Melcher is The Nature Nut. Send de-
tails of your sightings or questions about

human jumping over 200 metres! the natural world to: general@melcher.cx

That’s impressive!

Campsall conversation, from page 8

to rehearsing and communicating in
different languages. I've had to learn
Italian and Spanish on the job, and
thankfully I already speak French
and German.

Take my last production for exam-
ple. I was working in Tenerife, Spain
(on the Canary Islands) in the
French opera Manon, by Jules
Massenet. The cast and artistic team
were from Spain, France, Italy,
Korea, Armenia and the US. There
were days when I had to switch be-
tween all five languages that I know!

Getting contracts is never an easy
task. I work freelance, so I am con-
stantly searching for jobs that can
come from anyone, anywhere at any
time. I work with multiple agencies,
but I've also found work through my
own research, through friends and
colleagues and even through a Swiss
singers WhatsApp group. Being a
freelancer, the work is not always
consistent. Sometimes there’s noth-
ing, and then all of the sudden, too
much falls on my plate all at once.

As your reputation builds, how have your ca-
reer options expanded? What are your
dreams for the next 10 years?

Certainly the more I work and the
more contacts I make, the better my
chances are for more work. I don’t
have to do as many auditions as I
used to, because I have people
vouching for me.

My work has changed a lot since the
pandemic. I work a lot more now
within Switzerland, and I'm very

doggy dayeare And
nvtrnigu‘ 1&&1ih15

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

grateful to have been so welcomed
into the singing community here.
Things are better here, there are cer-
tainly more opportunities than in
Canada, but it is still a constant up-
hill battle for work. The pandemic
only exacerbated an already threat-
ened industry. We aren’t seeing the
numbers for audiences returning.
More and more opera houses and or-
chestras are shutting down, yet
schools are still churning out new
music students. Competition for
work has never been higher, and pay
is becoming less sustainable.

I've started to teach singing in
Zurich, while getting my masters in
vocal pedagogy at the Zurich Univer-

sity of Arts. I'm still singing, travel-
ling and performing, but teaching
has also been tremendously useful for
my own practice and technique.

When will Uxbridgers get a chance to see and
hear you close to home in the near future? Or
do we have to fly across the pond to Bologna
or Tenerife?

There might be something coming
up, but I can’t talk about it yet until
the ink is dry. It’s best to follow me
on Instagram “@christina.campsall”
or on Facebook for updates on all
upcoming performances!

This interview was edited for fength. Read the
entire interview at thecosmos.ca

TALK TO US ABOUT YOUR HOLIDAY MEALS TODAY!
SN CREEEPN  CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

MERCHANT.

Tawwily syl el Wy s |50

905-852-9892

Butternut Manor

We can’t wait to meet you! 905-852-6777 ext. 401

3 Norm Goodspeed Drive, Uxbridge
email: generaimanager@butternutmanor.com

3 Brock Street West

Suites starting at
53500 per month

Al suiies include
meals, activities,
housekesping, care
8 plan and medication
management
prOgran.

Lirmited usmiber
of furnished suites

&5

Ij £ TREE CARE

SINCE 1981

« ISA Certified Arborists  « Hydro Line Clearing

« Bucket & Crane Trucks - Stump Grinding

« Consulting « Tree Pruning and Removals

« Fertilizing

905-852-5313

« Planting and Plant Health Care

UTSTreeCare.ca
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In Loving Memory of

“ Lois llene Taylor
née Carder
August 1, 1935 - December 7, 2023

b :

Peacefully at Victoria Manor in Lindsay, on Thursday, December 7,
2023, in her 89th year. Lois, predeceased by Clifford, her husband of 61
years. Loving mother to her four daughters: Karen Millman (Warren
Dexter), Judy Sanders (Perry), Janice Holland (Steve), Debbie Kea
(Morgan Gerrish). Grandmother to nine and great-grandmother to nine.

Lois lived in Leaskdale for 62 years.

At her request, no funeral service was held. A private family graveside
service was held at Foster Memorial Cemetery. Arrangements entrusted
to Low and Low Funeral Home, 23 Main Street South, Uxbridge, 905-
852-3073.

As expressions of sympathy, memorial donations to the

*_/' charity of your choice would be appreciated by the -\-«
\ /o family. Friends are invited to send ) /
gt N2 condolences or make Y~
v;\?{’ (\ { ', donations by visiting - ) ) ﬁj%v
SR | NN s www.lowandlow.ca. € N2 A [
e 'h&v_) (S i . N

1o place a death
or in memoriam
notice

Visit thecosmos.ca
Call 905-852-1900

Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca




The Uxbridge Cosmos Thursday, December 14, 2023
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Gerald Lawrence Judy Esmonde Marie Persaud Gwen Layton Shane Coxworth chrls Larmer Alyssa Persaud
Manager/Realtor® Broker/Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor® Realtor®
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.4l COLDWELL BANKER ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca
% R.M.R. REAL ESTATE, 75 Brock Street West, Uxbridge 905-852-4338 Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

BEROKERAGE Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Great
conversations
don’t start
themselves.

From first dates to Main Street meet-ups to

the last virtual call of the day. Turn to the local
news to spark your next great conversation...

9 in 10 Canadians do.

Visit ChampionTheTruth.ca

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

() CHAMPION
® THE TRUTH




