
MEASURE TWICE, CUT ONCE - Daniel Sawers sizes a stair tread using a straight line rip saw. Deluxe
Stair and Railing Ltd., located in Uxville, specializes in custom stair work. Submitted photo 

Roger Varley

Concluding budget discussions with a final
meeting last Thursday, finance committee chair
Councillor Willie Popp announced that
Uxbridge will see a 5.93 per cent increase in
property taxes for 2023.

The final meeting was devoted to discussing
16 items that were not included in the budget

but were up for "consideration." Those 16
items, with a total value of close to $1.3 mil-
lion, included such things as a pavilion for the
pump park at the Fields of Uxbridge, safety
measures for the toboggan hill at the arena and
playground swings for Campbell Drive. Of the
16 items considered, council supported 10 and
deferred six.

Commenting on the final tax rate, Mayor

Dave Barton said "it's unbelievable how well
we've done on this," noting the increase is less
than the current inflation rate, which sits at 6.3
per cent. Regional Councillor Bruce Garrod
said the rate is "a reasonable number," adding
tat township staff are doing what they can to
keep costs down.
If all the items for consideration had been 

...continued on page 3

Township property taxes to increase 5.93 per cent
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JUST LISTED!
47 Gord Matthews Way, Uxbridge $1,250,000. 3 beds, 4 baths, 
beautiful end-unit townhome with a fully finished walkout 
basement and insulated garage. Loaded with upgrades inside 
and out. Bordered by greenspace on 2 sides! Complete turnkey 
home! Call today to view this awesome home.

Please build it so they come!  •  Why Uxbridge is a challenging destination  •  Bruins keep a tight hold on second place
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Broker of Record 

Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

ere is a dramatic black and white poster in
Jesse Morra’s office that says: “ere is no ele-
vator to success. You have to take the stairs.”

at maxim applies to many aspects of any
business, but it certainly pertains to the growth
of Deluxe Stair and Railing, one of many in-
triguing residents of the Uxville Industrial Park
west of Goodwood. e company had its hum-
ble beginnings in the mid-90s in the Ajax
garage of Giuseppe Morra, Jesse’s father, and
has now grown to a bustling factory with 30
employees, whose products are in strong de-
mand for residential and commercial projects
across Ontario.

“I was just a small boy in those early days,”
Jesse recalls. “Dad would often build those
stairs from beginning to end all by himself, but
he could always find a little job for me to work
on. He’d get me to pop out the dowels he used
to hide the fasteners, as an example. What I re-
member most is the wonderful smell in the
garage; our shop floor still has that smell, even
though it’s 26,000 square feet.”

Giuseppe is a first-generation Canadian; his
parents emigrated from southern Italy in the
late 50s. He was introduced to the world of
stairs and railings by a close friend, and even-
tually found himself working at a stair shop in
Newmarket. e intricacies and special skills
required in building stairs fascinated him - the
math required in designing a long spiral stair-
case, for instance - and by his early thirties, he 

...continued on page 6

Industrial citizens: the
stairway to success
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

�e Uxbridge BIA Board of Directors is a Committee of Council for the 
Township of Uxbridge that are appointed for the Term of Council. As a 
result, we are welcoming NEW DIRECTORS to join our team!    
Do you own a property or operate a business within the BIA district and 
have ideas on how we can improve our BIA area, please consider this 
opportunity to help shape our business community and make a 
di�erence to the vitality of our community. Our mandate is to promote 
‘shop, savour, unwind, explore Uxbridge’!  
BIA Board meetings are held on the 1st Wednesday evening of each 
month, at 7:00 p.m., and are held virtually on Microsoft Teams.  
Interested candidates who wish to help plan, evaluate and vote on 
projects to support our BIA member businesses are encouraged to JOIN 
OUR BIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS.  
Applications will be accepted until Friday, February 10, 2023, by the 
undersigned.    
Debbie Leroux, dleroux@uxbridge.ca 
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk  
P.O. Box 190, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario  L9P 1T1    
Phone 905-852-9181, ext. 228    Fax 905-852-9674

Uxbridge BIA Board of 
Directors Wanted!

Road Closures 
Visit Uxbridge.ca/roads 
for up-to-date notices.

Winter Ice Conditions  

Elgin Pond 
�e Township of Uxbridge will be testing the ice conditions at Elgin 
Pond throughout the winter. A �ag noti�cation system is in place:  

No Flags – Testing has not begun 

Red Flags – Ice is not safe. Please stay o� 

Yellow Flags – Skate with caution  
Flags are located at the north end of Elgin Pond, beside Mill St. 
Please keep away from water inlets and outlets on the pond, as ice 
thickness is compromised.  

Storm Water Management Facilities 
Please keep o� of all storm water management facilities.   
Water levels �uctuate at these facilities and as such are not safe for 
skating or other activities.

Council & Committee Meetings 
Meeting Schedule for February, 2023 

 
CANCELLED - �ursday, February 9, 

1:00 p.m. 
FINANCE COMMITTEE  

(Budget Meeting)  
Monday, February 13, 10:00 a.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING  
CANCELLED - Wednesday, February 15, 

7:00 p.m. 
COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT  

�ursday, February 16, 7:00 p.m. 
VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION 

SESSION FOR THE SOUTH BALSAM 
STREET STORMWATER POND 

RETROFIT  
Tuesday, February 21, 9:00 a.m. 

COUNCIL EDUCATION SESSION 
(Closed to the Public)  

�ursday, February 23, 7:00 p.m. 
PUBLIC MEETING – ZBA 2022-06 and 

OPA 70 – Wooden Sticks Golf Inc.  
Monday, February 27, 10:00 a.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING  
Proclamations for February 

February - Black History Month 
February 17 - Random Acts of Kindness Day 

February 20 - World Social Justice Day 
February 22 - Pink Shirt Day to support 

anti-bullying



Tax hikes, from page 1

approved, the tax hike would have
been 6.24 per cent. Councillor Zed
Pickering's motion that all be in-
cluded and the rate set at 6.24 per
cent failed to find any support. 

One of the items approved was
$10,000 for "safety requirements" at
the township-sanctioned toboggan
hill next to the Uxbridge Arena.
Amanda Ferraro, director of commu-
nity services, said those requirements
would involve putting up fencing at
the bottom of the hill. She could not
say what type of fencing would be
used, but added that there would
have to be measures to prevent sled-
ders from crashing into the fence.
However, Ferraro did tell council that
the hill is safe for use right now.

The pump park pavilion was listed
as an expenditure of $150,000. This
was on top of $175,000 set aside for
pump park inspection. The Camp-
bell Drive playground swings were
priced at $30,000.
Two items on the list elicited ques-

tions from the Cosmos. One saw a

payment of $16,761 for an assistant
training officer for the  fire depart-
ment for a total of 48 days. Yet, a
manager for the downtown revitaliza-
tion project would be hired for six
months for $17,625. When asked for
an explanation, Chief Administrative
Officer Kristi Honey said one is a
contract position and the other is
part-time, adding that the rates were
set by an external evaluator.

Last year’s municipal tax increase
was 3.89 per cent.

Council is expected to ratify the
2023 budget with the next couple of
weeks.
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THE MARKET HAS 
SHIFTED 

 
Curious what that 

means for your home, 
and what it’s currently 

worth? 
 

Contact me for a 
complimentary 

no-obligation market 
analysis 

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

NEED TO REACH 
MILLENNIALS?

Adults 18+ Millennials Boomers 

87% 
90% 

82% 

New survey results show that 
nine out of ten Millennials 
read newspapers weekly in 
print or digital formats.

             
            

         



February is a special month for the
Kinsmen Club of Uxbridge in that
we celebrate two special dates - one
this month, and one in August. 
February 20,1920, was when the

first Kinsmen Club was formed in
Hamilton, Ontario, by Hal Rogers.
The All Canadian Club soon grew
from coast to coast in Canada. The
Kin Club of Uxbridge was formed
in August, 1943, and one of its first
projects was raising funds in sup-
port of the National Milk for Chil-
dren Campaign in Great Britain
during the Second World War.     

Our local club is now celebrating
80 years of service club work for the
town and Township of Uxbridge.
As we look forward to these im-

portant historical dates, we invite
any male or female age 19 or over
to join us, along with any former
Kin members, or Kin members who
have recently moved into the
Uxbridge area to join us as we con-
tinue our journey of community
service. Our motto is “Serving our
community’s greatest needs.”   

Anyone interested in joining our
historic club is invited to call 905-

862-3678 for further information
and ask for Jim.
As a thank you for the support of

our many fundraising events over
the years, we will be providing two
hours of free ice skating at the
Uxbridge Arena on Family Day,
Monday, Feb. 20, from 12:15 to
2:15 p.m.
Looking forward to seeing a large

turnout!
LM Jim Campbell

Club Secretary
Kin Club of Uxbridge
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Letters to the Editor

This column featured all things Groundhog Day last week, and this week’s
column might appear to have the same theme. 
It appears that a hotel might be coming to Uxbridge.
Yes, yes, this carrot has been dangled in front of our noses before, hence

the Groundhog Day reference. (For clarity’s sake, we’re referring to the Bill
Murray movie Groundhog Day, where one man’s day just keeps repeating
over and over until he gets it right). Maybe, just maybe, this time we’ll get
it right, and approve the building of a hotel.
The plan for said hotel will be presented a little more fully at a public

meeting at the township offices on Thursday, Feb. 23, at 7 p.m. (it will also
be accessible online). The public meeting will address a proposed Official
Plan amendment, as well as a zoning by-law amendment, all applied for by
Wooden Sticks Golf Inc. If Wooden Sticks moves forward with the applica-
tion - and if the town is for it - then we could see a five-storey hotel that
features 79 rooms, as well some office space and a small restaurant area.
There’s apparently already been a bit of a sulk raised online regarding the

five-storey aspect of the plan. And some want to ensure it all gets incorpo-
rated into the current club house/restaurant that is Wooden Sticks right
now. Those making these comments online had better be present at the
Feb. 23 meeting so they can find out the specifics firsthand, and make their
judgements afterward, if necessary.
We don’t care if the proposed building is five storeys or 50 (ok, maybe we

care if it’s 50) - just get it built. This town - heck, all of North Durham - is
hungry for, aching for accommodation for visitors. Our “Destination
Uxbridge” series speaks directly to this (see page 8 for more). The only ask
we would have of the project is to please not make it an exclusive boutique
hotel that is priced way out of reach of the average Uxbridge visitor. Per-
haps offer various price points so that everyone who visits has the option to
stay.
Look at us, already plumping those crisp white hotel pillows. We’ll be at

that Feb. 23 meeting, we can’t wait to hear more about what’s proposed.
We so hope it’s positive, because we need a hotel.

Our two cents
We’d like to book a room, please?
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Conrad Boyce
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

is article is the second in a series
which focuses on the various facets of
tourism in the Township of Uxbridge.

naugural article on tourism in
Uxbridge revealed that the township
has abundant resources on which to
build a prosperous industry. Even
without a lake, Uxbridge still has nu-
merous outdoor amenities, including
trails, ski hills, golf courses, and mu-
nicipal recreation facilities. It has his-
torical attractions like a museum, a
heritage railway, a national historic
site dedicated to a world famous au-
thor, and Canada’s largest mau-
soleum, an architectural wonder. It
has numerous restaurants and in-
triguing shops. It has a beautiful con-
cert and theatre venue, and a number
of unique special events held both in-

doors and outdoors throughout the
year. It has numerous farms willing
to open their gates to visitors, every-
thing from a bison ranch to a maple
sugar plantation. 
In a survey of 50 local residents con-

ducted last month, the Cosmos asked
three questions. First, what did re-
spondents think were Uxbridge’s top
three attractions? Almost every at-
traction made it onto someone’s list,
so people’s perceptions obviously
vary, although the three most often
mentioned were the trail system, the
railway, and the Fantasy of Lights.
at assessment matches what Town-
ship officials have said. 

Second, what are Uxbridge’s top
three ‘undiscovered gems’, attractions
that could bring in more visitors if
marketed more aggressively? Again,
there were many candidates, but the
three most mentioned were the Fos-

ter Memorial, the Lucy Maud Mont-
gomery site in Leaskdale, and the
Historical Centre - three attractions
with a historical bent, although the
first two also frequently come with
an entertainment component. So
perhaps Uxbridge needs to focus
more on its colourful past in its
tourism marketing.

e third question was what are
three important factors limiting
Uxbridge’s development as a tourist
destination? Even among just 50 re-
spondents, there was a wide range of
suggestions, from something general
like a need for more marketing
funds, to a specific lack for the trav-
elling public: no charge ports for
electric vehicles. Turn to page 8 to
discover a few of the common
themes that were discovered through
this unofficial survey.

...continued on page 8

Uxbridge tourism: the challenges
Destination Uxbridge
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Unless there are some last-minute changes,
homeowners in Uxbridge township can look
forward to a 5.93 per cent increase in their
property taxes this year. But property owners
should not be too upset because, as Mayor
Dave Barton said, that hike is lower than the
current rate of inflation of 6.3 per cent.

In other words, be thankful for small mer-
cies. However, when faced with increasing
prices for food, gasoline and other essentials,
homeowners might just argue that an increase
in property taxes just adds to the inflation
we're all dealing with.
To further assuage homeowners' feelings,

Regional Councillor Bruce Garrod offered
that the 5.93 per cent increase is "a reason-
able number" and that staff is doing every-
thing they can to keep costs under control. If
that is the case, why did staff come up with
requests for money to build a pavilion at the
pump park, to install a fence at the bottom of
the “township sanctioned” toboggan hill at
the arena, and hire an assistant training offi-
cer for the fire department at $350 a day for
48 days?

Everyone has been hit hard over the last
three years, with COVID-19, skyrocketing
prices, weather events and the like. Many
homeowners have had to cut back on their
spending wherever they could. The Corpora-
tion of the Township of Uxbridge has also
been hit hard by COVID-19, skyrocketing
prices, weather events and the like. On top of
that, the township is facing reduced revenue
from development charges, thanks to the
Ford government's Bill 23. Yet staff came for-
ward with a bunch of budget suggestions that
could reasonably be described as "wants," not
"needs."
A pavilion at the pump park might be a nice

addition to that facility but, at a proposed
price of $150,000, is it really necessary at this
time? Someone might think a fence at the
bottom of the toboggan hill at the arena
would be a good thing, but at a cost of
$10,000? It would be interesting to know
whether there have been any injuries reported
at the hill this year. Last year? The year be-
fore? Amanda Ferraro, director of community
services, indicated that the $10,000 would
not be for a chain-link fence, but something a

little less substantial.
Then there's the assistant training officer for

the fire department. Since the request is for
an "assistant" training officer, one has to as-
sume there already is a training officer. Is that
person's schedule so full that an assistant is
required? 

Another $30,000 was added to the budget
to extend library hours on Sundays. The rea-
soning was that it would provide locals and
tourists with washroom facilities to encourage
them to visit downtown on Sundays. That's a
heck of a price to pay for a bathroom conven-
ience.

Are these all examples of staff trying to keep
costs under control? The only attempt I have
seen of trying to keep costs under control is at
the Uxbridge Bruins games at the arena,
where the heaters are seldom turned on.
Having attended most budget discussion

sessions over the past number of years, I un-
derstand it is not an easy task, and difficult
decisions have to be made. However (and it's
a personal observation) it seems the difficult
decisions rarely involve saying "no" to some-
thing. Occasionally something might be de-
ferred, as were six of the 16 items considered
at the final budget meeting, but that only
means they're going to come back at a later
date. Just recently, there was a less-than-em-
phatic "no" to a new swimming pool at the
Fields of Uxbridge, given the difficulty in re-
ceiving funding from the other three levels of
government, but the idea of a new pool is not
entirely off the books. 
As an aside, we still have not had a final ac-

counting of the Brock Street culvert project. I
realize that there are a number of litigations
in the offing regarding that project, but it has
been a considerable amount of time since
council gave us the last update on the costs. If
memory serves, what was originally touted as
a $10-million project had reached $23 mil-
lion. One wonders what horrendous figures
are going to come out eventually.

It seems to me that instead of congratulating
themselves and telling homeowners how for-
tunate they are that the tax increase isn't even
larger, council should be saying: "Sorry, but
we tried."
Tell me, am I wrong?

It happened kind of like choosing a partner at
a high school dance, where the girls all lined
up on one side of the dance floor and the
boys on the other. Only in this case, during
the Second World War, the Commonwealth
airmen gathered in a hangar in England – pi-
lots in one group, navigators in another, gun-
ners in another, etc. As RCAF gunner Ron
Moyes told me the other night, bomber pilot
Don Walkey first picked a navigator, Hugh
Ferguson.
“Then, Fergy picked the rest of us,” said

Moyes, just shy of his 97th birthday (Feb.
11). In other words, the haphazard instincts
of Ferguson, a 20-year-old former miner from
Manitoba (by 1944 a trained RCAF naviga-
tor) chose bomb aimer Stu Farmer from Sault
Ste. Marie, Ont., radio operator Jake
Redinger from Bashaw, Alta., and gunners
Alvin Kuhl and Ron Moyes from Tara, Ont.,
and Coquitlam, B.C. respectively – all men
he’d never met before – to form a bomber
crew. All six survived a full tour – 29 combat
operations over Germany – and came home
safely to Canada in 1945.
Last Friday, I travelled to the Canada Avia-

tion and Space Museum in Ottawa for the
screening of Above and Beyond, a documen-
tary about the famous Lancaster bomber in
WWII. The Vintage Wings museum in
Gatineau, Que., sponsored the event, and
asked if I would interview a Lancaster rear
gunner they’d invited to the screening – War-
rant Officer (Retired) Ron Moyes. I jumped
at the chance.
Over many years of contact with thousands

of Canadian veterans, I’ve almost always
asked how it was they survived. Most say, fate
or chance or just plain luck. The odds did not
favour volunteers such as Ron Moyes making
it home. Between 1939 and 1945, 125,000
Allied airmen served in those nighttime raids
over Europe. Of every 100 airmen in Bomber
Command, 52 were killed on operations,
nine were killed in accidents, 12 became pris-
oners of war, three were wounded, and one
POW would manage to escape and make it
back to England. Of all wartime services,
Bomber Command suffered the highest attri-
tion rate – 44 per cent – meaning that 55,573
were killed, 10,500 of them being Canadian.
So, how did Moyes dodge the bullet?
“We engaged in a lot of horseplay,” he told
me in front of that Ottawa audience. “But on

operations it was all extremely professional.”
As a rear gunner in a Lancaster, Moyes had

no heat in his turret; in addition, so that he
could see enemy fighters clearly at night, the
Perspex (glass windshield) was also removed
exposing him at 20,000 feet to an outside
temperature of -40 to -60 degrees Fahrenheit.
Moyes described how he dressed against the
cold. “First, I put on wool stockings up over
my knees and a long turtleneck sweater.
Then, my battle dress uniform and an electri-
cally heated suit with slippers and gloves.
Then, my teddy-bear suit of one-inch thick
padding. Next, my Mae West life preserver,
my parachute harness, flying boots, helmet,
mask, goggles and three pairs of gloves.” He
couldn’t wear his parachute because the turret
was too cramped, so he sat on it for the full
trip (seven hours) to the target and back. 
Their objectives were industrial sites at

Munster, Essen, Duisburg and other indus-
trial sites along the Ruhr River, a.k.a. “Happy
Valley.” On Dec. 31, 1944, Moyes’ crew was
sent to drop mines at low level up the fjord
leading to (Nazi-occupied) Oslo, Norway.
“There was a full moon, no clouds … Stu
(Farmer) dropped the mines. Then, all hell
broke loose. A couple of barges were loaded
with guns and (the Germans) opened up on
us.  Don (Walkey) immediately put the air-
craft in a dive, while we fired back. My guns
were white-hot when Stu called out, ‘Skipper,
pull up! I can’t swim!’ Don pulled the bomber
out of the dive and we were only 75 feet
above the water.” 

Because it was New Year’s Eve, cooks had
prepared a special meal for everybody back at
RCAF 429 Squadron air base. But Ron and
his crew were so exhausted when they re-
turned, that they slept right through the
turkey dinner. “So, at 2 p.m., we (got up),
had a few beers; then, feeling pretty good, we
tried playing some basketball on roller skates.
But we quit before we killed ourselves.”
When the wartime crew reunited in 1984,

pilot Don Walkey remembered, the day
they’d crewed up in 1944, that he’d had an in-
oculation and wasn’t feeling well. That’s why
he left the job of picking a crew to navigator
Hugh Ferguson.
“He did a good job,” Ron Moyes said. “We

all survived.”
For more Barris Beat columns, 

go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

The art and chemistry of survival

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Thankful for small mercies?



Stairway to success, from page 1

felt confident enough to strike out
on his own. After only a few years in
his garage, he was able to lease a
small unit in Pickering, and then
moved two more times to larger shop
spaces there. Finally, in 2019, built
the present factory in Uxville.

While they were in Pickering, son
Jesse gradually began to play a larger
part in the business.

“I initially wanted a career in the
police or the military. I’ve always had
great respect for our men and
women in uniform,” he admits, “but
I always worked for Dad on the
weekends, in the summers - I liked
driving the trucks best of all. I went
to college and then university for
business administration, and I even-
tually realized there would be plenty
of challenge and satisfaction in help-
ing build this business, considering
the sacrifices my dad made to start it.
So here I am.”

Stair-building is a special niche in
the construction industry. You can’t
go to school for your papers in the
field. So the Morras are pretty much
obliged to do all the training them-
selves. e business has three stages:
designing the stairs, constructing

them, and installing them.
e designers and drafters work in

offices with windows overlooking the
shop floor, so they can watch their
drawings coming to life. With the
latest computer technology, they’re
able to show the client exactly what
the final product will look like when
installed. If the design needs tweak-
ing, it doesn’t require a whole new set
of drawings, just a couple of strokes
on the keyboard and everything
magically changes.

Out on the shop floor, Deluxe
builds all its own stairs and railings,
almost exclusively from hardwoods
like oak and maple; certain soft-
woods don’t have the durability re-
quired for most elements of a
stairway. ere is a huge computer-
driven machine called a CNC
(which could never have come close
to fitting in Giuseppe’s garage) which
cuts treads to the precise size re-
quired. It saves a lot of time, and a
second one is due to arrive later this
month.

Although the Uxville shop works
only in wood, the designs often in-
clude other materials. So if metal or
glass components are required, they
are sourced to other partners who
have developed a strong working re-

lationship with Deluxe over the
years. en they join the other com-
ponents at the job site.
Which leads to the final step in the

stair-building process: the installa-
tion. e Morras will not entrust
that final stage to anyone else but
their own teams.

“Stairs are usually designed to fit
precisely into a very limited space,”
says Jesse. “And when it comes to the
railings, it’s a safety issue as well as an
aesthetic one. Our reputation is on
the line, and we’ve built that reputa-
tion because our installers are the
best at what they do.”
at last crucial step is the chief rea-

son that Deluxe has resisted the

temptation to expand its operations
beyond southern Ontario. ey’ve
had offers to build stairs in other
parts of Canada, and in many parts
of the U.S.

“We probably get three opportuni-
ties a month from New York alone,
but the red tape involved in sending
an installation crew down there is a
bit intimidating to say the least,”
sighs Jesse. “Right away, we would be
seen as taking work away from New
York craftspeople. Maybe eventually
we can figure it out, but for now,
we’re happy and very busy here.”

at busy-ness can often mean a
few weeks delay in getting a set of
stairs delivered, so Deluxe is usually
involved very early in the planning of
a high-rise or multi-unit housing de-
velopment.

“If your familiarity with construc-
tion comes from watching HGTV,
you might think that the builder or
contractor, or even a DIY renovator,
designs and constructs the stairs him-
self,” says Jesse. “But unless it’s the
very simplest of designs, that almost
never happens. It’s smarter and safer
to get a company like ours involved
in the project from the beginning.”

Near the end of the Cosmos’s visit
to Delux, Jesse reveals that he’s a
rabid reader, and that he collects rare
books. Any particular genre or au-
thor?
“I specialize in first-edition Charles

Dickens,” he says, “from about 180
years ago. He’s fascinating.”

Dickens. Complex, intricate, and
beautiful. Kind of like creating a fine
stairway.
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Roger Varley

Facing two teams locked in a battle
for third place in the seven-team
PJHL Orr Division on the weekend,
the Uxbridge Bruins lost to one and
thumped the other.

Last Friday night, playing in
Keswick instead of their home ice be-
cause of a scheduling blip, the Bruins
were downed 5-2 by the surging
Georgina Ice. e Ice scored the only
goal of the first period, but the Bruins
tied the score in the second when
Quinn Meek notched a power-play
marker, assisted by Josh Czajil and
Matt Gordon. e Ice responded
with a power-play goal of their own,
but Meek scored again with just 15
seconds remaining in the period. As-
sists went to Peter Kerr and Anthony
Lamanna.
However, in the third period, it was

all Georgina as they scored three
unanswered goals.

e following night, up in Little
Britain, the Bruins and the Mer-
chants engaged in a little tit-for-tat in
the first period. Kerr opened the scor-
ing with a power-play marker, as-
sisted by Alex Hyde and Meek, only
to see Little Britain respond with
their own power-play goal. Meek, as-
sisted by Kerr, re-established the lead
but the Merchants tied the game
again as the period wound down.

In the second, the Bruins lowered
the boom, outscoring Little Britain
4-1. Lamanna scored two and added
an assist, Hyde scored one and had
two assists and Meek had two assists.
e other goal was scored by Nic
Colangelo.e onslaught led the
Merchants to swap goalies at the start
of the third period. Starting goalie
Oliver Webster had allowed six goals
on a total of 13 shots.

Czalij closed out the scoring with
the only goal of the third period, as-
sisted by Sam Davis and Cohen
Mackie.

After the weekend, Little Britain
and Georgina were locked in a tie for
third place, 11 points behind the
Bruins. e Bruins are five points be-
hind the Clarington Eagles, but the
Eagles have two games in hand. e
Bruins host those same Eagles at the
arena tomorrow (Friday) at 7:45 p.m.

After that tilt, the Bruins will have
five games remaining in the regular
schedule. Two of those match-ups
will be against Georgina and Little
Britain, while the other three will see
the Bruins face the floundering Lake-
field Chiefs, Port Perry LumberJacks
and North Kawartha Knights.

Bruins split
two on week-
end

A craftsman at Deluxe Stair and Railing
assembles a custom curved staircase.

Submitted photo



SERVICES
INCOME TAX RETURNS FROM $100
Drop-off or email remote service.
Interview, quote, PDF tax draft, review,
approve, e-filed & confirmed. Tax
accountant-APA. Bruce, 905-852-7634.
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care
in your home. Diabetic, ingrown toenails,
callouses & corns. Veterans welcome.
Total Comfort Care. 416-274-6765.   3/16
THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras
you'll love living in with our expert fitters
at The Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville.
Contact thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for
details. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience!  
LAWN SLIDE SERVICES - “Reliable Service

with Quality Results”. Contact Noah 647-
523-6730 or email lawnslide@gmail.com
Follow on instagram Lawn_slide_services
Serving Uxbridge and surrounding areas.
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted
Heather Stewart for 18 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.
Property Services / Dog Walking / Cat
Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! Visit home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s
services. Call or text 905-852-8525, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge  
OLE’ HANDYMAN & FAMILY. Booking
now for inside work. Kitchen, bath,
basements, electrical, plumbing, drywall,

painting. Also - waterproofing, seamless
eavestrough, post re-builders, mold,
stonework, roofing, demolition, brick
gates, ceramics, marbles. Licensed. 52
years experience. Senior discount. Please
call 905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311 (cell).  

EVENTS
UXBRIDGE MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION is holding in-person
meetings at 10 a.m. every other Sunday.
Whether experienced or new to
meditation, all are welcome. Location is:
2 Campbell Dr., Ste. 201. Email Gail:
ghorner550@gmail.com
SPAGHETTI DINNER Friday, Feb. 24, 5 -
6:30 p.m., St. Paul’s Anglican Church.
Free! Served in the lower hall. To
volunteer, contact church office by email
at stpaulsuxbridge@yahoo.ca or by phone
at 905-852-7016.
DOCUMENTARY VIEWING See the
documentary “Superspreader” about  the
#LetUsWorship movement in the US. Hear
about how people of faith reached out to
those in need during a difficult time.
Saturday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Family
Worship Centre, 15 Medd Rd. Childcare
provided. RSVP info@thefwc.ca 
REGISTER YOUR RENTAL: If you have a
rental  available (apt., or room), call 905-
640-3966, 905-852-0090 or email
beverlynortheast@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details 416-525-6161

tailsonwagg390@gmail.com

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed

“Where, O death, is your
victory? Where, O death,
is your sting?”   

1 Cor. 15:55

905-852-5313       UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certi$ed Arborists
• Bucket & Crane Trucks
• Consulting
• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing
• Stump Grinding
• Tree Pruning and Removals
• Planting and Plant Health Care

3 Brock Street West

PLANNING A ROMANTIC DINNER? 
WE’RE GOT JUST WHAT YOU’RE IN THE MOOD FOR!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

416-526-3469
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DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 
647.220.6093 

darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Online Auctions 

Valentines Estate & 
Collectibles 

Feb. 2-9, 7 p.m. soft close 
 

Mega Music Auction 
April 6-13  

Consignments Wanted

FACT-
CHECKING 
THE WORLD 
SINCE IT 
WAS FLAT.

News Media Canada
Médias d’Info Canada

 Champion the truth. 

For complete 
season and player 

information 
go to  

uxbridgebruins.pjhlon.hockeytech.com

Friday, February 10 
7:45 p.m. 

against Clarington 
at the Uxbridge Arena

To place a death
or in memoriam

notice
Visit: thecosmos.ca

Call 905-852-1900
Email: lvann@thecosmos.ca
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Destination Uxbridge, from page 4

Lack of accommodation -  In its
early history, Uxbridge had plenty of
inns, but the last motel closed down
more than three decades ago, and the
number of bed and breakfast options
has decreased to only a handful in re-
cent years, perhaps due to COVID.
Currently, visitors have three options:
stay with friends or family (if they
have any here), stay in a nearby town
(then that municipality gets the eco-
nomic boost), or make it a day trip
(which limits the range from which
people can be attracted). ere are
rumours of hotels on the horizon,
but that’s been the case for many
years. 

A less than attractive downtown
- Downtown Uxbridge is prettiest at
night, with all the fairy lights on the
trees, but particularly in the summer,
no shops are open after dark. e
light of day reveals an architectural
hodgepodge and a number of shut-
tered storefronts, particularly in the
lower, eastern part of Brock Street.
Several respondents mentioned the
need for a parkette along Brock
somewhere. A future article in this
series will discuss the Township’s plan
for downtown revitalization, which
addresses some of these concerns.

A need for a greater diversity of
restaurants and shops - If a visitor is
not in the mood for fast food, or pub
food, there are few sit-down options
in town. With the nation’s most cul-
turally diverse city only an hour
away, this is a lost opportunity. Re-
cently opened shops are reportedly
doing well; the word needs to spread
to a diversity of small business own-
ers in order to fill the vacancies.

A need for greater cooperation
among tourist-oriented businesses -
An example of this would be more
marketing of downtown shops,
restaurants and other attractions on
the heritage railway, so passengers
can broaden their Uxbridge experi-
ence before or after their train ride.
But it works both ways - if the rail-
way promotes them, the shops
should be open after the passengers
disembark. e Township, since it
first hired a tourism coordinator sev-
eral years ago, has made great strides
in this area, the Leaskdale Loop (a
monthly tour of rural attractions that
was initiated by a small group of var-
ied businesses) being a prime exam-
ple. But the municipality can’t take
all the initiative. What are the Cham-
ber of Commerce and BIA’s role in
promoting tourism? Should local
businesses form a Tourism Industry
Association? Another article will ex-
plore the current promotional frame-
work, while another will dive into
the Township’s tourism strategy.

Build on what’s working - Sev-
eral respondents questioned the de-
cision to begin charging for parking
at several attractions, in particular
several southern trailheads and the
skatepark at the Fields of Uxbridge,
wondering if this was a step back
after all the work that’s gone into the
trail system over the last two decades.

Need for more events - Attract-
ing more events to downtown (which
would inevitably help in its improve-
ment), as well as to Elgin Park and
perhaps the rural parks as well, such
as those in Goodwood or Zephyr, is
necessary. Two popular events in
Elgin Park, the Highland Games and
Ribfest, have disappeared in recent
years. Why? Perhaps it is rooted in
the next concern…

Need for more volunteers - A
great number of the tourist attrac-
tions in Uxbridge, particularly the
history-oriented ones or the short-
term events like the Fall Fair or Fan-
tasy of Lights, are run or strongly
supported by non-profit organiza-
tions. ose attractions need a regu-
lar infusion of new blood (and new
ideas) to thrive. Pre-COVID, the
Township ran a registration fair in
the fall; perhaps a volunteer fair early
in the new year, where non-profits,
charities or service clubs could make
their pitch to Uxbridge citizens old
and new, might help.

ink outside the box in market-
ing - e ‘undiscovered gems’ list un-
covered with the second question is
perhaps a clue that not all the bases
are being equally covered. A fre-
quently mentioned attraction, for ex-
ample, is the Uxbridge Music Hall.
eatrical runs in the venue have the
potential to attract 2,500 patrons
over two weeks, and it was a pleasant
surprise that coming out of the pan-
demic, the first two large musicals in
the Hall, VIP’s Frozen, Jr. and On-
Stage Uxbridge’s Rent, played to near
capacity. If those patrons come from
out of town - and box office analysis
suggests that for Rent, the tourist pro-
portion of the audience was well over
50 per cent - chances are they’ll
spend even more on food, drink and
shopping than they do on tickets.
Community theatre isn’t traditionally
seen as a tourist draw. Perhaps it
should be.

ere were a number of other con-
cerns listed: better signage, better
transit, more activities for kids and
seniors, more networking on social
media. e Cosmos survey respon-
dents amply demonstrated that
Uxbridge collectively needs to do a
lot more work to realize its tourism
potential. 

e next article in this series will dis-
cuss how Uxbridge is currently getting
the word out on why everyone needs to
visit Uxbridge.
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