
A SPECIAL WELCOME TO CANADA - After appearing in the Santa Claus parade on Saturday, Santa 
and Mrs. Claus stopped in at the Uxbridge Masonic Hall to say a special hello to the Hamdi family during 
a party, hosted by North Durham Refugee Reunification, welcoming the entire family to Canada. Hamdi 
family members pictured here, from left: Rabih and Noura Hamdi, and Kamar Almonajed. Photo by Steven Ardron

Conrad Boyce, Local Journalism Initiative Reporter 
 

On Oct. 23, the Ontario government hosted 
an open house at Uxbridge Secondary School 
to discuss with the public the proposed new 
Uxbridge provincial park. The recently ap-
pointed Minister of Environment, Conserva-
tion and Parks, Andrea Khanjin, was in 
attendance, and also convened a so-called 
Youth Summit earlier in the day, to discuss the 
project with members of USS’s Grade 12 Out-
door Education and Environment class, led by 
teacher Stuart David. 
  “The class is an SHSM class,” David told the 
Cosmos. “SHSM stands for Specialist High 
Skills Major - USS has four SHSM programs 
in different disciplines. Students enrolled in 
Grade 11 and 12 Outdoor Education and 
Grade 12 Geography are eligible to get the En-
vironment SHSM certification for being in 
those courses.   
  To graduate with the Environment SHSM 

certification, students take certain courses fo-
cused on the environment, and complete cer-
tifications including GPS navigation, species 
ID and standard first aid. Students enrolled in 
these courses have a chance to learn about and 
participate in a variety of outdoor activities like 
snowshoeing, mountain biking, climbing and 
canoeing. They also learn about sustainability, 
and consider how humans interact with the en-
vironment in positive and negative ways. We 
also look at leadership skills, challenge students 
to step out of their comfort zone and be an ef-
fective part of a team. 
  Many of the outdoor activities we do are com-
pleted in and around Uxbridge, so providing 
feedback on a proposed provincial park is very 
important for students, and provides them with 
a chance to see how governments and commu-
nities can protect lands for different uses.” 
  This week, on behalf of the students attending 
the Summit, David released a summary of the 
discussions at the event, and the students’ 

hopes for future involvement in the planning 
of the park. The summary has three broad 
areas: 
  Engage youth in parks - Include multi-use trails 
that allow for a variety of activities; consider ac-
tivities like tobogganing, skating, archery, tree-
top trekking, and water uses that may engage 
youth. 
 Attract people normally under-represented in 
parks, such as girls/women, diverse cultures, people 
with disabilities, etc. - Trails should be accessible 
through paved or hard surfaces, less incline, 
regular maintenance and shorter loops; have 
signage that reflects different languages and di-
versity.  
  Continue youth engagement in this project -  
Host activities at the park to engage different 
groups; have more in person workshops with 
different youth groups and schools; listen to 
youth and value their opinion.  
  Elizabeth Calvin of Uxbridge is president of  

...continued on page 9 

USS students look forward to giving input on new park
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FOR SALE  
Welcome home to this 
beautiful 4 bed, 3 bath 
1775sq.ft. bungaloft 
with lots of natural light 
in a sought-after 
neighborhood. This 
home boasts many 
upgrades inside and 
out, has a fully fenced 
backyard plus a heated 
2 car garage.  
Contact us today!
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Roger Varley 
 
 

Accepting a recommendation from Katlyn 
Jones, museum curator and tourism coordina-
tor, Uxbridge council agreed on Monday to 
add a little more fun to the annual Holiday 
Trail event. Council voted in favour of placing 
three "life-size games" in the downtown area to 
complement the occasion's other activities. 
  The Holiday Trail will run from Dec. 8 to 
Dec. 10, and will feature musicians, trolley 
rides through the Fantasy of Lights, Santa and 
Mrs. Claus, and the opportunity to shop and 
support local merchants.  
  Jones' suggestion is to add life-sized Jenga and 
Korn-Hole games and a mini floor hockey 
arena this year. The Jenga game and the hockey 
pad will be located near the Circle K store, 
along with the tourism trailer. The Korn Hole 
game, where players try to throw bean bags  

...continued on page 6 

Council adds more fun 
to the Holiday Trail
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Uxbridge at a Glance
The Corporation of The Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190 
Uxbridge   L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181      info@uxbridge.ca

FOLLOW US

MORE INFO www.uxbridge.ca

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request.  
Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at uxbridge.ca/accessibility

email: accessibility@uxbridge.ca    
phone: 905-852-9181 ext.209

Road Closures
• Uxbridge-East Gwillimbury Townline from north of Durham Reg. 

Rd. 39/Queensville Sideroad to south of Holborn Road, East 
Gwillimbury - closed for bridge repairs to 2024 

• Uxbridge East Gwillimbury Townline from York St. 500m south of 
Ravenshoe Road to Zephyr Road - closed for bridge repairs to January 
2024

Council & Committee Meetings 

Meeting Schedule for November, 2023   
Thursday, November 23, 7:00 p.m. 

BIA BOARD MEETING  
Monday, November 27, 10:00 a.m. 

COUNCIL MEETING  
Monday, November 27, 3:00 p.m. 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION 
COMMITTEE   

Proclamations for November 
Nov. 25: White Ribbon Campaign to end 

violence against women

Complete details of all open positions are available at 
https://www.uxbridge.ca/careers 

 
Uxpool – Lifeguards / Instructors, Winter Session 

Closing date: Friday, December 1, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. 
Uxpool – Aquatic Program Supervisor 

Closing date: Monday, December 11, 2023 at 4:00 p.m.

Employment Opportunities
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE 
NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING CONCERNING 

AN APPLICATION FOR A ZONING BY-LAW AMENDMENT 
This Notice is to inform you that the Township of Uxbridge 
has received a Zoning By-law Amendment Application which 
has been deemed complete in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 34 of the Planning Act. The Planning 
Committee of the Council of the Corporation of the 
Township of Uxbridge will hold a statutory public meeting 
to make available adequate information to the public 
regarding, and to consider, a proposed Township Zoning By-
law Amendment pursuant to Section 34 of the Planning Act, 
R.S.O., 1990, Phil and Lisa-Marie Kestin.  
The statutory public meeting will be held in a hybrid format 
allowing for in-person attendance or virtual viewing of the 
public meeting.  The Township of Uxbridge will be processing 
the Zoning By-law Amendment as required by the Planning 
Act and welcome any comments that you may have. 
 
PURPOSE OF PROPOSED ZONING BY-LAW 
AMENDMENT:   
• The purpose and effect of this application is to amend the 
Zoning By-law to permit a secondary unit within an accessory 
building.     
• The subject property is designated “Major Open Space 
Areas” under the Region of Durham Official Plan and dual 
zoned “Shoreline Residential Exception No. 2 (SR-2)” zone 
and “Environmental Protection (EP)” zone under the 
Township of Uxbridge Zoning By-law No. 81-19, as 
amended. 
 
LOCATION OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY: 
The subject property is located East of Mayfair Drive and 
South of Mustard Street and is municipally known as 119 
Mayfair Drive and legally described as Part Lot 16 Con 7 
Scott as in D374155 Except Easements Therein, Township 
of Uxbridge, Region of Durham. The location of the property 
is graphically illustrated on the key map below.   
FILE NO.: Zoning By-Law Amendment 2023-11 (ZBA 
2023-11)
APPLICANT: Phillip and Lisa-Marie Kestin 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Additional information relating to the proposed Zoning By-
law Amendment is available for inspection in the 
Development Services Department between 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday, at the Township Municipal 
Office, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario.  It is 
preferred that if you require additional information that it be 
requested by email, mail, or telephone from the undersigned. 
However, if necessary, the Township Office can be accessed 
Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by contacting 
the undersigned.  
Jennifer Beer 
Permits & Approvals Analyst 
Development Services 
Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto St. S., Box 190 
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1T1 
Email:  jbeer@uxbridge.ca   
(t) 905-852-9181 Ext. 225  (f ) 905-852-9674 
 
PLANNING ACT REQUIREMENTS: 
This Notice is being given in accordance with Planning Act 
requirements.  A final recommendation on the application 
will not be presented until after the Township Public Meeting 
and all technical comments have been received. 
 
The public meeting is being held in a hybrid format allowing 
for in-person attendance or virtual viewing of the public 
meeting.  The livestream public viewing can be accessed by 
visiting https://www.uxbridge.ca/en/your-local-
government/council-meeting-calendar.aspx 
 

The meeting date and time is as follows: 
 
MEETING DATE: Monday, December 4, 2023 
TIME: Public Meeting 11:30 a.m. 
 
REPRESENTATION 
ANY PERSON may participate in the public meeting and/or
make written or oral representation either in support of or in
opposition to the proposed Township Official Plan
Amendment and Zoning By-law Amendment.   
 
1. Written Submissions 
Written submissions should be addressed to the Township
Clerk at the address shown below.   Written comments should
be submitted before Friday, December 1, 2023. If you wish
to be notified of the adoption or the refusal of the proposed
Township Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law
Amendment, you must also make a written request to the
Township Clerk before the adoption of the by-law. 
 
2. Oral Submission 
Oral submissions may be provided to Council at the meeting
on livestream, you must pre-register with the Clerk’s office by
email at dleroux@uxbridge.ca,  or telephone at 905-852-
9181 ext. 228 or mail at the address below before 12:00 p.m.
(Noon) on Friday, December 1, 2023.  Please include your
full name, address, and a call-back phone number.  You will
be contacted by the Clerk’s office to confirm your
participation and receive the online call-in information before
the meeting.  Technical assistance may be provided to ensure
you are able to participate. 
 
PLANNING ACT REQUIREMENTS 
If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at
the public meeting or make written submissions to the
Township of Uxbridge before the proposed application is
passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the
decision of the Township of Uxbridge to the Ontario Land
Tribunal.  
If a person or a public body does not make oral submissions
at a public meeting or make written submissions to the
Township of Uxbridge before the application is passed, the
person or public body may not be added as a party to the
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless,
in the opinion of the Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds
to add the person or public body as a party.  
DATED AT THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE THIS
14th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2023. 
Debbie Leroux, Clerk  
Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto St. S., Box 190
Uxbridge, Ontario   L9P 1T1 
Email:  dleroux@uxbridge.ca 
(t) 905-852-9181 Ext. 228  (f ) 905-852-9674 
 
KEY MAP (not to scale) 

Uxbridge at a 
Glance continued



I wanted to give a huge shout out to 
the organizers, volunteers, police of-
ficers and participants in this year's 
Uxbridge Santa Claus parade. Five 
bands and a beautiful solo singer; 
what a treat!  
  I know it takes countless hours to 
put something like this together, 
and it was the best ever parade 
we've attended since we've lived 
here. And a beautiful sunny No-
vember day to boot! It doesn't get 
much better. 

Anne Pearse 
Uxbridge 

 
To all who were able to attend the 
Remembrance Day Ceremony in 
Uxbridge on November 11, we 
thank you.  
  To all those unable to attend but 
held a moment of silence at 11 
a.m., we thank you.  
  To those who have served and still 
are serving, we thank you.  
  To all the animals who served and 
aided our soldiers, we thank you.  
  Let us remember that the things 
we do every day so freely came at a 
cost.  
  Lest we forget.  

Gloria Eng  
1st Vice –Uxbridge Legion  

Remembrance Committee and 
Poppy Committee Chair  

 
I am glad that a couple of weeks 
ago, Ted Barris mentioned Doug 
Ford’s use of the Notwithstanding 
Clause (The Barris Beat, Nov. 9). 
This clause is a feature in the Cana-
dian Charter of Rights and Free-
doms.    
  First we must acknowledge the re-
sponsibilities that our courts have 

(or rather had) in Canada to protect 
the rights of Canadians, particularly 
of minorities who might be vulnera-
ble to the “tyranny of the majority” 
or from government overreach. The 
Notwithstanding Clause, with some 
limitations, gives the Ontario 
provincial legislature (read: Doug 
Ford and his cabinet) the ability to 
override certain court decisions 
which were meant to protect our 
rights. 
  Premier Ford and his cabinet, 
which includes our MPP Peter 
Bethlenfalvy, have used or threat-
ened to use the Notwithstanding 
Clause several times. 
  In 2018, Premier Ford and Minis-
ter Bethlenfalvy threatened to use 
the Notwithstanding Clause to pro-
tect legislation to halve the size of 
Toronto City Council.  
  In June 2021, the government ac-
tually imposed the clause to protect 
legislation limiting election spend-
ing and advertising in the 12 
months before an election is called. 
It has been suggested that they did 
this to stifle criticism. Almost no-
body noticed.  
  In November last year, Premier 
Ford and Minister Bethlenfalvy 
threatened to impose a new con-
tract on CUPE education workers 
and protect this legislation by in-
voking the Notwithstanding Clause. 
With regard to the CUPE contract, 
Premier Ford and his cabinet 
“blinked” when faced with the po-
litical risk brought on by an upris-
ing of organized labour in Ontario. 
  Premier Ford then went ahead 
with their halving of Toronto coun-
cil when it became apparent that 
courts would not interfere. Still, the 

Ontario government had made that 
threat. 
  Consider what all this means. In 
essence, Premier Ford and his gov-
ernment have taken to themselves, 
and away from the courts, the deci-
sion on which of our rights they 
will honour and which of our rights 
they will ignore. 
  Our MPP might argue that the 
Ford government has a mandate to 
represent the majority of Ontarians. 
We know that this claim is non-
sense. In 2022, the Ford PCs won 
44 per cent of the lowest voter 
turnout in Ontario history, mean-
ing that his “mandate” rests on 
about 18 per cent of qualified elec-
tors. 
  If you belong to a minority group 
with little or no political leverage 
(like big organized labour has) your 
rights are vulnerable to the political 
priorities of the Ford government. 
To protect your rights, you would 
have to make them “blink.”  
  This is a scandal that attacks the 
heart of our democracy. It is much 
more threatening than the grift and 
corruption of the Greenbelt land 
swaps.  
  I would like ask journalists at the 
Cosmos to pose to our MPP some 
simple questions. Since he has al-
ready shown his willingness to make 
decisions about our rights, we 
should have a clear understanding 
of the principle and values he has 
used in the past and which he will 
use in the future to make these exis-
tential decisions. 
  I look forward to reading about 
that discussion. 

Martin Birt 
Uxbridge 
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Letters to the Editor

Dear Universe: 
  Please don’t give up on the humans who inhabit Planet Earth. We know 
that you’ve just about had enough of us, and you’re ready to turn your 
back, which, really, we deserve, but please, please don’t give up on us. 
  We know that we are not being kind to the world that you gave to us, are 
letting us borrow for the time that we’re here. We know that we have to 
make major changes in how we live, how we do business, how we treat 
money. But we’re scared of change, and everything seems to be changing so 
rapidly around us... We haven’t recognized that we are responsible for all 
that change. We only need to be brave enough to do what we know is right 
for both ourselves and the earth. 
  We are also fully aware that we are not being at all kind to one another. 
We have had two world wars and countless other smaller wars, but still we 
feel that killing people and destroying countries that we ourselves have cre-
ated is the only way to solve conflict and show power.  
  You’ve sent us several individuals who are wise enough to see beyond this 
idiocy, who have taught us how to care about one another as we would 
ourselves. Yet we don’t practice what they have preached. We’re obsessed 
with overtaking, overpowering, overruling. Greed for more has clouded our 
better judgement and made us unspeakably cruel to our fellow Earth pas-
sengers. We have no right to be so cruel, for we are all one. 
  Try, we beg you, to seek out those of us who are, in our own small way, 
trying to make a difference. Not every one of the almost nine billion of us 
is not worth the carbon from which we were created. Some of us seek love, 
and try to express it in our actions, in how we live our lives. Some of us are 
truly ready to make the changes that are needed, ready to turn things 
around so that the planet we inhabit can put up with our children, our 
grandchildren, and generations after them. We strive to make our crazy 
world a better place. But it often feels like a David and Goliath fight.  
  We’re confident the Davids will win, the Goliaths will not prevail. But we 
need faith in ourselves. In you. Please. Don’t give up on us. We can get it 
right. 
  Humbly yours, the Human Race 

Our two cents
Please don’t give up on us 

Publisher/Editor: Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905-852-1900 
Advertising/Sales: 905-852-1900  
38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6 
E-mail: Lvann@thecosmos.ca   Website: Thecosmos.ca 
Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Friday to 4 p.m.   
EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily those of 
The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be published). Requests that a 
name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. 
The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos 
reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in adver-
tisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, 
and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

9,800 copies of  
The Cosmos are 

published each Thursday 
in the Township of 

Uxbridge and delivered 
by Canada Post.

When one of 
these disappears, 
A LOT disappears.

Support our local  
businesses so they can  
support The Cosmos.  
 
Because without them,  
we can’t continue to  
deliver the news you want and need.



Thursday, November 23, 20235The Uxbridge Cosmos

It was the fall of 1971, in the cultural hotbed 
of Edmonton, Alberta. Yours truly, newly 21, 
had recently earned his B.A. in English and 
Drama from the University of Alberta, and 
was pretty sure it held little guarantee of any 
kind of fruitful career. So I somewhat unen-
thusiastically enrolled in a post-degree B.Ed. 
program. Teaching wasn’t exactly a road to 
fame and fortune, but at least it offered a 
steady paycheque… 
   Over my university years, I had joined a 
number of choirs of various types: the cam-
pus men’s chorus, the Edmonton Symphony 
Chorus, Sing Out Edmonton (the local 
branch of that marvellous 60s phenomenon, 
the Up With People movement), and a 
United Church choir, going back to my 
choral roots. A fifth choir, the Edmonton 
Opera Chorus, required theatrical experience 
as well, so I joined them, too! 
  About a year earlier, the songwriting team of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice had 
been unsuccessful in finding backers for a 
theatrical production of a “rock opera” they’d 
put together based on the last seven days of 
Christ. So they put out a “concept album” in-
stead, and they licensed concert tours of the 
show in various parts of the world. For some 
reason, an Edmonton band called The Privi-
lege got the Canadian concert rights to Jesus 
Christ Superstar. 
  The lead guitarist and business manager for 
the band was a Ukrainian-Canadian kid 
named Andy Krawchuk. Not too familiar 
with the demands of a rock “opera,” he de-
cided to come look for backup singers at a re-
hearsal of the Edmonton Opera Chorus, 
getting up a production of Puccini’s Madame 
Butterfly. He made his pitch at the break, and 
the solitary chorister to sign up was a certain 
untethered member of the bass section. To 
cut a long story short, I soon quit all the 
choirs, as well as my B.Ed. program, and set 
sail on a six-month tour of North America 
with the Canada Rock Opera Company. 
  That decision changed the course of my life. 
By the time my stint as Caiaphas was done, I 
had replaced the teaching idea with a writing 
one, so I got a journalism diploma, took a 
newspaper job in Northern Alberta, where I 
began my career in theatre directing, which 
took me to the Yukon, etc. And everywhere I 
went, I couldn’t resist the temptation to sing 

in a choir.  
   It all began when I was just a wee tyke. My 
parents weren’t regular church goers, but 
probably at some Christmas service, I listened 
to the junior choir and turned to my mother 
and said I’d like to try that. Before long, I was 
a soprano soloist at Knox United in South 
Edmonton. We moved houses, I switched 
churches and kept singing. I auditioned for 
the city-wide choir in high school, and my 
timing couldn’t have been better. Twelfth 
grade was 1966-67, so the choir changed its 
named to the Centennial Singers, and we 
made a train trip across the country to Expo 
‘67 in Montreal. I remember the incredible 
acoustics in Winnipeg’s big railway station. 
We were billeted with French-Canadian fami-
lies, we sang in the July heat across the Expo 
site, we sang in the lineups for the pavilions. 
It was a magical experience. 
  University followed, and those next four 
years were a choral smorgasbord. Although I 
didn’t have a lot of formal musical training, 
you learn quickly when the conductor has 
high expectations. By the time I began direct-
ing musical theatre a few years later, my con-
fidence was so high that I took on a rare 
double, being my own vocal director as well 
as stage director: I’ve done that ever since.  
  In 1995, I took a break from the Yukon 
(where I conducted my first choir) and ac-
companied a friend to Ontario, where she 
was taking a course in Sutton. We came down 
for the Uxbridge Fall Fair, and there in the 
programme was an ad for new singers for the 
Chamber Choir. I auditioned, and after the  
first rehearsal, Donna Van Veghel offered me 
the chance to conduct her youth choir for a 
year. I met with the parent committee, one of 
whom was this woman named Lisa. We’ve 
been married for 26 years now. If I wasn’t a 
singer… 
   Almost seven decades since my first choir 
experience. I’m a tenor now, and a proud 
member of Jennifer Neveu-Campsall’s new 
Northern Trails Vocal Connection. The last 
few months have been a tad stressful, health-
wise and theatre-wise, so it’s been a blessed re-
lief to just lose myself, once each week, in the 
glorious sounds of great choral music.    
  Thanks, Jen, and all the conductors who’ve 
gone before you, for giving me that joy.

Most regular readers of the Barris Beat have 
recognized from the vintage of some of my 
memories that I grew up in the 1950s and 
’60s. During most of those formative years, I 
lived either in or around Toronto. So, what-
ever was going on in the Big Smoke cultur-
ally, either I was in the middle of it, or I 
missed it by accident. Of course, there is that 
famous quote attributed to one of Robin 
Williams, Pete Townsend (of The Who) or 
Timothy Leary:  
  “If you can remember the ’60s, you weren’t 
there.” 
  The implication, of course, is that youth cul-
ture of the 1960s meant its participants 
wasted themselves 24/7 on drugs, alcohol, 
sex, love-ins, rock ’n’ roll, revolutionary litera-
ture and/or anti-war demonstrations. Well, I 
admit – with one or two exceptions on that 
list – that I was there. And I can remember it. 
I got drunk for the first time in my senior 
year of high school while celebrating Canada’s 
1967 centennial. I tried a few joints with uni-
versity friends. I read political philosophies 
from the right (Mein Kampf) and left (Com-
munist Manifesto). And in May 1970 (at age 
20), I joined the demonstration against the 
war in Vietnam in front of the American em-
bassy on University Avenue (the resulting riot 
scared the hell out of most of us). But by far 
the most intoxicating stimulant of the 1960s 
was its music. And at the top of my stack of 
vinyl were the Beatles. 
  I have to admit, I discovered the Beatles 
thanks to my younger sister. She attended one 
of those frenzied concerts in the early 1960s 
at Maple Leaf Gardens. Yes, she screamed to 
see Paul McCartney, John Lennon, George 
Harrison and Ringo Starr live on stage; but 
when our dad managed to snag one of their 
British LP releases, an album entitled Beatles 
For Sale, for my sister’s birthday in 1965, I 
was hooked. It’s the album (released in the 
U.S. as Beatles ’65). Among other original ex-
perimental techniques, the album featured 
fade-ins, feedback from a guitar, timpani and 
African hand drums, and it included a hint of 
country and western. 
  “It was our stage show, with some new 
songs,” Paul McCartney said later. 
  Nobody had produced anything like their 
1964 album A Hard Day’s Night, probably the 
first internationally successful music video. 
The mid-1960s saw them produce an album 
a year – Rubber Soul in 1965, Revolver in 

1966, and Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band in 1967. My closest friend, Ross Peri-
goe, and I stood in line at Sam the Record 
Man in 1968 to buy the famous White Album 
(it sold 250,000 copies in the first week). And 
within hours I was spinning the disc on our 
university radio station, and Ross had memo-
rized all the lyrics from Back in the USSR to 
Blackbird to Why Don’t We Do It in the Road? 
(a song that McCartney biographer Barry 
Miles says Paul wrote after witnessing two 
monkeys copulating on the street in India – 
remember, it was the 1960s). 
  Not a single weekend passed in the Barris 
household in the 1960s without catching the 
hottest program on Sunday night TV – The 
Ed Sullivan Show. And no performers, with 
perhaps the one exception of Canada’s Wayne 
and Shuster (who made more Sullivan ap-
pearances than any other act), had the impact 
that the Beatles did. For their first appearance 
on Feb. 9, 1964, CBS apparently received 
50,000 ticket requests for the 728-seat Ed 
Sullivan Theatre. TV ratings for that broad-
cast showed that 73 million people tuned in 
that night. Tickets were so scarce Sullivan ad-
mitted during an earlier show: “If anyone has 
a ticket for the Beatles on our show next Sun-
day, could I please borrow it? We need it very 
badly.” 
  According to Wikipedia, the Fab Four pro-
duced a dozen studio albums, five live al-
bums, 51 compilation albums, 36 extended 
plays, 63 singles, 17 box sets, 22 video al-
bums and 53 music videos. I’ve been in-
trigued by the so-called “last Beatles song” 
Now and Then, which employs AI technology 
to include John Lennon’s voice. But of all the 
Beatles’ songs, the one that has most affected 
me was the 1966 Lennon and McCartney 
composition, Yesterday. It’s a nostalgic song 
about the break-up of a relationship – some-
thing everyone I knew experienced back then. 
Its melancholy tune and its simple lyrics said 
a lot about life and times in the 1960s. The 
fact that it’s been covered by no fewer than 
2,200 artists, proves its longevity and rele-
vance.  
“Yesterday, all my troubles seemed so far 
away,” McCartney sang. “Now it looks as 
though they’re here to stay. Oh, I believe in 
yesterday.” 
 

For more Barris Beat columns,  
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat 

column by Ted Barris

Music of our lives

• Full-service Pharmacy 
• Easy Prescription Transfers 
• Home Health Care 
• Seniors Discount on Copay 
• Home Delivery 
• Compression Socks 

• Now offering Minor Ailments Prescribing (UTI, 
cold sores, heartburn & more). Please book 
your appointment at trailcapitalrx.ca 

• Flu & COVID vaccines 
• Blister Packaging 
• Compounding 

Services
Trail Capital Pharmacy

2 Douglas Road, Uxbridge 
(in the Starbucks plaza) 

trailcapitalrx@gmail.com 

trailcapitalrx.ca

905-852-5555

Family Owned & Operated  
Follow us  
@trailcapitalrx

• Gift Cards 
• Greeting Cards 
• Lottery

Wandering the cosmos 

column by Conrad Boyce

A life of singing
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Do you belong to an Uxbridge-based non-
profit organization or charity that is in 
need of funding? Now is the time to apply 
and be considered as a candidate to re-
ceive proceeds from the May 2024 uxpe-
rience show.    
The 2024 show will highlight the 30th an-
niversary of the show with great music, 
comedy and other fun! Matt Gunn returns 
as show director, with Eric Speers as co-
director, and Christina Enns returns to as-
sist Matt with music direction. Alannah 
Kemp as skit director and Alyssa Jeffrey as 
producer are welcome additions to the 
creative team!  
  Each year, uxperience members choose 
a group to receive the show’s proceeds. 
To be considered, groups must be non-
profit and complete an application.   
  Since uxperience began over 29 years 
ago, it has donated more than $150,000 
to local organizations. The amount do-
nated each year depends on how much 
the show raises through sponsors, tickets 
sales and other fundraising events. Last 
year, uxperience was pleased to present 
a $5,000 cheque to the Uxbridge Youth 
Group.  
  To have your organization considered as 
a possible recipient, email uxperi-
ence92@gmail.com to request an applica-
tion. Deadline is Monday, Dec. 18. 

uxperience looking for non-
profits/charities who want $$
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TOO MUCH 
HOUSE? 

 
Downsizing can seem like a 

large task. Let me help. 
 

Complimentary 
Cleaning & Staging 

 
Packing & Decluttering 
Assistance 

 
Painters & Trades on call 
for repairs 

 
I specialize in helping my clients  

prepare their home for market and 
help find the perfect home for 

 the next phase of life. 

Call or text to see how I can help. LEAH SPROTT 
Sales Representative 

(647) 994-1272 
Chestnut Park Real Estate Ltd. 

9 Main Street S., Uxbridge

hr.info.ca@helaspice.com

 3 Brock Street West 

SANTA HAS COME TO TOWN - IT’S TIME TO ORDER YOUR 
CHRISTMAS TURKEY! CALL US TODAY!

905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR  
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS! 

www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Playing big games on the Holiday Trail, 
from page 1 
 
through a hole at the end of a table, 
will be located outside The Second 
Wedge. 
  Jones said the games will be rented 
for a cost of just over $2,200, which 
will be covered partly by the Region 
of Durham, as well as a local contrac-
tor (Homestead Contracting). She 
said it is possible the BIA could also 
cover part of the costs. Her report 
said "the games can add an element 
of play to the Holiday Trail, keeping 
guests in the town, and lengthening 
their stay."  

CORRECTION 
 

In the Nov. 16 edition of the Cosmos, in 
the article entitled “Zephyr residents dis-
cuss library relocation,” councillor Gord 
Shreeve was incorrectly referred to as  
Gord Shier, and Janet Betts is a former, 
not current member of the library 
board. 
The Cosmos apologizes for any confusion 
these errors may have caused.
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33 Toronto St. N., Unit 1, Uxbridge             905-852-9191             info@jcib.ca             jamescampbellinsurance.com

TAILORED SOLUTIONS 
 

With your life constantly on the 
move, your insurance needs to 
keep up. Our expert Insurance 
Brokers are here to make sure 

that it does.

CHOICE 
 

With some of the top 
insurers in Canada, you can 

choose an insurance 
company with coverage and 

rates that suit you.

SERVICE 
 

Our clients are assigned to 
a dedicated broker where 

we can develop 
relationships that  

truly matter.

Across 
1. Watchdog over TV in the US 
4. Capsized 
8. Fluffy accessory 
11. __-di-dah 
12. Jetty 
13. Abnormal 
14. In vitro items, perhaps 
15. Voice level 
16. Married 
17. Old writing scrolls 
19. Zippo 
21. Dark time for poets 
22. Liquorice flavor 
25. Six Million Dollar Man, e.g. 
28. Trick 
29. Smile widely 
30. Regional accent 
32. Evergreen shrub 
34. Hole-making tool 
35. Paternity identifier 
36. Mythological demigod 
40. This may be thin 
42. Road direction 
44. Big bird 
45. Enjoy a downhill run 
46. Kind of dog 
47. Inflamed 
48. "Hold on a ___!" 
49. Creole vegetable 
50. Compass dir. 

Down 
1. Lay an egg 
2. Spanish sparkling wine 
3. Fellow 
4. More thin 
5. Bedridden 
6. Clear 
7. Swedish money 
8. Game played in an alley 
9. Tribute, of sorts 
10. Calculate 
18. Royal attendant 
20. Boot part 
23. Former Paris coin 
24. Mature sheep 
25. NBC's rival 
26. Assent 
27. Shoulder-to-hip decorative belt 
30. Nag to death 
31. "Hotel ____" film 
33. Roundup item 
37. Nothing other than 
38. A bad sign 
39. Subject for Goya 
40. Long-eared beast 
41. Mid-century US president 
43. Type

Students want to be part of the park, 
from page 1 
 

Green Durham, one of the principal 
conservation groups involved in the 
planning of the new park. On seeing 
the students’ summary, she told the 
Cosmos, “This is a unique project 
and opportunity for both the cre-
ators of a new provincial park, and 
for the students who  participate in 
the coming months. Both the park 
and the students will benefit. We are 
so lucky it all came together - a ded-
icated teacher, and engaged students 
and partner organizations who will 
take the time to listen and share 
ideas.” 
  Uxbridge-Pickering MPP Peter 
Bethlenfalvy said, “The vibrant en-
ergy and innovative perspectives of 
our youth are crucial in shaping the 
future of our communities. In the 
development of the Uxbridge Urban 
Provincial Park, there is an invaluable 
role of young voices in the planning 
process, which will ensure an active 
and sustainable legacy that reflects 
the aspirations of both current and 
future generations."  
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SERVICES 
POTTERY LESSONS WITH CYNTHIA CUPPLES 
Booking for 2024! Makes a great gift! Class size 
3-5 people, 4 class sessions, an hour and a half 
each class. cynthiacupplespottery.com   12/14 
PRIVATE PSW SERVICES Specializing in 
Alzheimer’s, dementia, Parkinson’s, geriatric 
and end-of-life care. Lots of courses completed 
and fantastic references. Reliable, profes-
sional, mannerly. Contact Robert at 647-225-
8245.  2/1  
MIKE THE HANDYMAN – experienced, reli-
able, affordable. Services: carpentry/trim, 
laminate flooring, tiling, drywall repair, 
plumbing & electrical fixture installation, vanity 
installation, interior painting/caulking, pic-
ture/painting hanging, TV mount, weather 
stripping, much more. 647-505-9204.   

THE GIRLS BRA SHOP - Find the bras you'll 
love living in with our expert fitters at The Girls 
Bra Shop in Stouffville. Contact 
thegirlsbrashop@gmail.com for details. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!  11/30 
ACTION OUTDOOR SERVICES Formerly Lawn 
Slide Services. Offering landscaping, 
hardscaping, lawn cutting, light excavation 
work, snow plowing. Email  
noah@actionoutdoorservices.ca  Instagram: 
@action_outdoor_services, 647-523-6730.     
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING 
SERVICES: Home Owners have trusted Heather 
Stewart for 19 years for her reliability and 
detailed professionalism. Property Services / 
Dog Walking / Cat Sitting / Doggie Sleep-Overs! 
Visit home-watch.ca for more info on 
Heather’s services. Call or text 905-852-8525, 

email  hstewart@home-watch.ca and follow us 
on Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge    

 WANTED 
HELP WANTED - Private horse farm requires 
help in the mornings, Monday to Friday. 
Sandford area. 905-830-7924.   11/23 

FOR SALE 
SHORTBREAD COOKIE SALE by Goodwood 
United Church. Call June at 905-640-3347. 
Order by Nov. 30, pick up Sat., Dec. 9, at the 
church. Price - $10/dozen, cash.  11/23 

FOR RENT 

APARTMENT FOR RENT IN NEWMARKET. 
Large and newly renovated. Quiet seniors' 
building. Great location. No dogs, no smoking. 
$1,400/month inclusive. Call 905-717-1735.   
12/7 

EVENTS 
UDORA LEASKDALE LIONS SPAGHETTI 
DINNER Friday, Nov. 24, Udora Community 
Hall, 24 Victoria St., Udora. Serving from 5:30 
until 7 p.m. Adults $15, children 5 to 12,  $5. 
Children under 5 free. All proceeds go towards 
community services. Collecting non-perishable 
items for the Georgina & Uxbridge food banks. 
CHRISTMAS ORATORIO by J.S. Bach, St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church. Sunday, Nov. 26, 7 p.m. 
Orpheus Symphonietta, Cantorei sine Nomine, 
directed by Stuart Beaudoin. Tickets $25, 
available at the door, or 905-852-7016, or 
email stuart.beaudoin@sympatico.ca

CLASSIFIEDS

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $15/week up to 25 words; $0.20 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit 
card.  Contact Lvann@thecosmos.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. 

Windcrest 

electrical contracting ltd 
 

Paul Fraser 
Cell 416.527.0878 
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com 

esa #7007893

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Like us

JONES PUMPING 
Septic & Holding Tanks 

 

905-852-2486 
416-476-7170 

 

Serving Port Perry, 
Uxbridge &  

surrounding  areas 
 

MOE licensed

“Be persistent in prayer, 
and keep alert as you 
pray, giving thanks to 
God.”      Col.  4:2

416-526-3469
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DARRYL NOBLE 
ELECTRICIAN 

Complete Electrical Service  
New installations ~ Troubleshooting 

Commercial ~ Residential  
Agricultural ~ Electrical Repair 
Replacement Panel Upgrades 

Service Changes 
Generator Installation ~ Auxiliary 

Power Solutions 

647.220.6093 
darrylnobleelectrician@live.com

Alec Leask 
Earthmoving & Haulage 

Mobile/text 416-346-1623  
alecleask.com

Large & small jobs welcome 
Site preparation 

Basements & driveways 
Trenching & drainage 

Septic systems

For complete 
season and player 

information 
go to  

uxbridgebruins.pjhlon.hockeytech.com
Thursday, November 23, 7:25 p.m.  

against Clarington  
at the Rickard Rec Complex 

 

Friday, November 24, 7:45 p.m.  
against Georgina  

at the Uxbridge Arena  
Want to see the Bruins in action? Stop by the 

Uxbridge Cosmos o�ce and pick up your  

complimentary ticket!  

Valid for home games only. 

www.g-a-s.ca 
gillandersauctionservices.hibid.com 

647-212-2275 
Like us on Facebook

Online Auctions 

Christmas Online 
Auction 

Nov. 30 - Dec. 7 
7 p.m. soft close 

Toys • Tools • Jewels  
Something for everyone on 

your Christmas list! 

Consign to Gillanders today

416-525-6161
tailsonwagg390@gmail.com
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OLE HANDYMAN & FAMILY
Now booking for 

work indoors  
Bathrooms, kitchens, basements & 

“granny” suites. Seamless eavestrough, 
waterproofing, cement, stonework, 
electrical, plumbing, mold, roofing, 

drywall, painting, ceramics, flooring.  
Licensed. 52 years experience. 
Seniors’ discount. Please call:  

905-473-5197 or 647-225-3311  24/7

Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here.
They need our support, now more than ever.

Neither do we!

Remember that 
time when Amazon 
sponsored your church 
fundraiser?

Remember when 
Facebook bought a case 
of Girl Guide cookies to 
support your daughter?

Remember when 
Google provided free 
pizza to your child’s 
soccer team when they 
won the championship?

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

1



Roger Varley 
 

League-leading Clarington Eagles 
have lost only two of the 17 games 
they have played so far this season 
and both those losses were handed to 
them by the Uxbridge Bruins. The 
second loss came at the arena last Fri-
day night when the Bruins played 
one of their best games of the season. 
  Overcoming a four-game losing 
streak, the Bruins defeated the Eagles 
6-4 and then, after taking part in 
Uxbridge's Santa Claus parade on 
Saturday, travelled north to Apsley to 
double the North Kawartha Knights 
4-2. 
  Friday's tilt saw the Bruins applying 
pressure on the Clarington zone 
throughout the game. Ty Roberts 
put the Bruins ahead briefly in the 
first period when he took a pass from 
behind the net from Quinn Meek 
and tucked it into the net. Claring-
ton responded three minutes later, 
but the Bruins continued to press. 
   Early in the second period, An-
thony Lamanna picked up the puck 
in his own end and carried it down 
the ice to score an unassisted marker. 
A few minutes later, Meek scored a 
power-play goal, assisted by 
Lamanna and Owen Shier. Claring-
ton scored their second late in the 
period but Roberts, assisted again by 
Meek, fired the puck from the blue 
line to score his second goal of the 
night and restore the two-goal lead 

  The Eagles scored again early in the 
third but two power-play goals in the 
last half of the period gave the Bruins 
the win. Meek scored the first, as-
sisted by Gavin Graham and Shier. 
The second came as Clarington took 
a four-minute penalty, with Travis 
Winder scoring, assisted by Jack 
David and Noah Button. The Eagles 
scored the final goal late in the pe-
riod but it was too little, too late. 
  The Cosmos selected Lamanna as 
player of the game 
for Uxbridge and 
Jacob Dupuis for 
Clarington. 
  Buoyed by their 
success against 
Clarington, the 
Bruins took a 2-0 
lead over the 
Knight in the first 
period. Winder 
opened the scoring 
after four minutes, 
assisted by Josh 
Czalij and Button, 
and Meek notched 
a power-play goal, 
assisted by 
Lamanna, 10 min-
utes later. 
  The Knights, who 
are struggling at 
the bottom of the 
seven-team Orr 
Division, tied the 

game early in the second with two 
goals just 30 seconds apart, but the 
Bruins re-established the two-goal 
lead on a goal by Mark Sifri, assisted 
by Lucas Marshall and Davis, and a 
power-play marker from Roberts, as-
sisted by Lamanna. 
  The Bruins will face the Eagles in 
Clarington tonight (Thursday) and 
return to the arena tomorrow night 
at 7:45 p.m., to take on the second 
place Georgina Ice.
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905-852-5313
UTSTreeCare.ca

• ISA Certified Arborists

• Bucket & Crane Trucks

• Consulting

• Fertilizing

• Hydro Line Clearing

• Stump Grinding

• Tree Pruning and Removals

• Planting & Plant Health Care

To place a death 
or in memoriam 

notice 
Visit thecosmos.ca 
Call 905-852-1900 

Email Lvann@thecosmos.ca

Ross Chiswell 
Nov. 10, 1926 ~ Nov. 8, 2023 

 
After a long and happy life, Ross Leslie 
Chiswell passed away peacefully at the 
age of 96 (two days shy of his 97th 
birthday), on November 8, 2023 in 
Uxbridge, Ontario, surrounded by his 
family. Predeceased by his loving wife 
of 63 years, Isobel (2014), father Arlie, 
mother Jean, sister Arlene, and 
granddaughter Lisa. Ross is survived 
by his children Alan (Kim), Leslie 
(John), Bev, Wendy (Steve), Janet 
(John), Roy, and Doug (Bernie), 9 
grandchildren, 3 great-grandchildren and 3 great-great-grandchildren.  
Ross had many hobbies over the years, including photography and home 
movies, model building, beer brewing, stamp and coin collecting, 
woodworking, crosswords, reading, and playing piano. During the 
COVID pandemic, he took up writing short stories.   
Ross was a quiet man with an excellent sense of humour. He was 
interested in U.S. politics, and liked to watch the Leafs on TV; his all-
time favourite player was Red Kelly.   
Ross lived independently all his life. He chose MAiD and the dignity that 
it offered after a cancer diagnosis.   
The family wishes to thank all who cared for him, especially Dr. Jensen 
(MAiD), Dr. C. Doobay (palliative), and Nurse Brie. The family will have 
a private ceremony. For those who wish, memorial donations may be 
made to Loaves and Fishes Food Bank at 
https://uxbridgefoodbank.com/  
Please visit Ross’ memorial page at www.etouch.ca for the online 
guestbook.

It is with deep sadness that we announce 
the passing of Manon Hodgins on 
November 15, 2023, with her family at 
her side.  
Predeceased by her father Roger, her sisters 
Chantal and Brigitte. Lovingly survived by her 
husband Robin, her son Keith (Jill), her mother Terry, her brother Michel 
(Louise), her sister Ann (Norman), her brothers Roger (Janice) and Ron 
(Brenda).  
Manon enjoyed volunteering for Community Care for 25 years, cooking 
delicious meals for the seniors. Manon was passionate about gardening 
and art. She practiced the ancient art of Chinese brush painting and 
taught classes for many years. Manon took great pride in her community 
and knew and loved all her neighbours. She will be forever remembered 
for her kind spirit, her generosity and her unique way of connecting with 
everyone she met. A very special thank you to the wonderful staff and 
volunteers at the Oak Ridges Hospice for their compassionate care.  
A funeral service will be held at Low & Low Funeral Home, 23 Main 

Street South, Uxbridge, on Saturday, November 25, 2023, 
at 2 p.m. Visitation one hour prior. Reception to 

follow in the fellowship lounge of the funeral 
home. As expressions of sympathy, memorial 

donations to Oak Ridges Hospice would 
be appreciated by Manon’s family. 
Friends are invited to share 
condolences and memories by visiting 
www.lowandlow.ca.

M. H. Manon Hodgins 
(née Leroux) 

April 25, 1955 ~ November 15, 2023 

Bruins back on track with back-to-back wins




