
by Michelle McNally

Under the July midday sun, leather
baked and chrome simmered in the
heat. Motorcycles of various
colours, shapes and sizes, gleaming
and glistening, gathered in the
Uxbridge Canadian Tire car park.
Among them, biking enthusiasts,
friends and family, sporting match-
ing orange sponsor t-shirts, con-
versed and complimented the great
turn-out for the day's 3rd annual
Ride To Remember. 

After months of planning,

Wednesday, July 31st had finally
rolled around for Ride To
Remember to take over Uxbridge
once again. A day of reflection,
charity and entertainment, Ride To
Remember consists of the commu-
nity's motorcycle fanatics taking a
220km scenic ride through the sur-
rounding areas, filling the air with
the squeal of tires and the roar of
engines, in memory of the late
Brent Foster.
In 2007, Brent Foster was taken by

a car accident that occurred in
Uxbridge. Ride to Remember, creat-

ed by long-time family friend,
Lorne Johannessen, is a celebration
of Brent's life, and a day of support
and  tribute for those who have
shared the loss of a child.

“It's a very positive thing that
they're doing for the legacy of their
son,” says RTR coordinator, Donna
Sherrard.
What started out as a handful of

participants has now grown to more
than 60 riders on the road plus 100
or so more back at the after-party.
All donations from the event are
presented on Brent's birthday,

September 12th, to the Bereaved
Families of Ontario, a mutual sup-
port group that assists families
grieving over the death of a child.   
The previous Ride To Remember's

$8600 contribution was the largest
donation the BFO has received to
date.

Donna Sherrard remarks, “Our
goal is to beat last year's amount,
but I think we're half-way there
already.”

The town has been most generous
in supporting Ride to Remember. 

“The sponsors in this town have
just been amazing.,” says Donna,   
“We've had sponsors donate finan-

cially or they donate prizes for the
silent auction table, gifts, gift certifi-
cates. We are thankful that they are
on board and ready to help with
anything.”

Harley-Davidson style orange t-
shirts worn by the riders this year
displayed the sponsor names. To
name a few: Tim Hortons,
Canadian Tire , Viper Marketing,
Rutledge Jewellers. Clem's restau-
rant in Uxbridge was also kind

enough to host dinner and the silent
auction for the returning partici-
pants after the ride this year. 

Lorne Johannessen, founder of
Ride to Remember, comments on
the day, “This is awesome, really
cool. It was quite the job to put this
together.”

Ride to Remember is yet another
example of Uxbridge's outstanding
reinforcement and volunteer base.  

With the progress Ride To
Remember has made over a short
period of three years, things can
only keep on get better and better.

Hummingbird,  Enzo Cres. by Renee Leahy
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READY TO ROCK N’ ROLL N’ RIDE - Over 60 riders took to the 220 km long Ride to Remember last Wednesday afternoon, raising money for the Bereaved Familes of Ontario. INSET: A
rider’s helmet gives an indication of a relaxed attitude towards life. For more photos of the 3rd Annual Ride to Remember, visit www.thecosmos.ca Photos by Michelle McNally.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for August

Monday, August 12th 
COUNCIL   9:30 a.m.

Monday, August 12th
Public Planning Meeting
ZBA 2013-06 - Brooks Farms

7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

REGISTRATION FAIR
September 11, 2013

Uxbridge Arena and Community Centre
Registration under one roof for all sports,

organizations!

PEARLS & LACE 
CRAFT SHOW

November 2, 2013 
Goodwood Community Centre

NATIONAL GIRL’S NIGHT
October 11, 2013 

Goodwood Community Centre
Need young ladies to assist with 

ideas for the evening.

For information on any of the above
events, contact Bev Northeast at 905-
640-3966, bnortheast@powergate.ca

UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug. 10, 10 a.m.: Settler for a Day
Children's Program (Pre-register,

$10)

Aug 24 & 25: 42nd Annual
Heritage Days - The Good Olde

Days!

Ongoing - New Exhibit!
Freemasonry: A History Hidden 

in Plain Sight

Tours of the museum's 10 heritage
buildings take place Wed. to Sunday &

holidays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
more information about our programs

and events, please contact the museum.
We are always looking for more volun-

teers! If you would like to help out at the
museum, please contact us.

7239 Concession Rd. 6
905-852-5854

www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela
Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24 

SUMMERTIME FUN! Classes and fun
events will be offered EVERY day, for
grade as entering in September.
For more information call Pam or Taylor
at the library. Payment for ALL pro-
grams, in person, by cash or cheque, at
time of pre-registration.  SPACES LIM-
ITED so SIGN-UP now !

WEEK 7

~Mon., Aug. 12: Grds.3 - 6, 2 - 3:30
p.m. 'Rockin' the Red Planet' Aliens
on Mars? A scientific exploration,
human robots and an alien craft com-
plete this adventure!  Cost: $4.00      
~Tues.,  Aug. 13: Grds.Jk - Sk, 2 - 3:00
p.m. ‘Ants in my pants’ March along 
and sing the song to discover the world
from the perspective of these busy
insects! Thumbprint crafts and fun
activities.  Cost: $3.50 
~Thurs., Aug. 15: Grds. 1 - 2, 2 - 3:30
p.m. 'Raise the Flag' Where do we see
flags in Uxbridge? Find out the story of
our Canadian flag. Cost: $4.00              
~Thurs., Aug. 15: Grds. 6 - 8, 6:30 -
8:30 p.m. SE@TL (Senior Elementary
@ the Library) 'Movie Night' Your
choice! Cost:  $2.00. Bottled water
and popcorn available also for $1.00
each. 

HAVING A BLAST: While laughing and
playing games, comedian Jacquie
Hermans will help kids let go of those
fears that hold them back, get past wor-
rying about what others think, and learn
the steps to take  for dealing with what-
ever life throws them. Series of improvs
to run AUGUST 12-16; 10:00 a.m. -
noon. Cost:  $110.00/session, or drop-
in for $25.00/day. REGISTER at the
UXBRIDGE YOUTH CENTRE, 905-
862-3456 or www.lightnup.ca for more
information about Jacquie's programs.

PRE-SCHOOL ADVENTURES: Tues.,
Aug. 13:  Ages 2 - 4, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m.
“Dance to the beat” Make musical
instruments and party on! Come pre-
pared to have lots of fun! Cost:
$3.00/child, accompanied by adult.
PRE-REGISTRATION NECESSARY
as spaces limited.          

SUMMER DAY CAMP: Aug. 19 - 23,

8:30 a.m. -  4:30 p.m., Grds. 1 - 4.
Camp includes creative activities,
crafts, teamwork skills, laptop training,
games galore, and a swim at Uxpool.
Students bring along their own lunch
and snacks. A great full week camp
experience!  Cost:  $100.00/child, with
early pick-up at 8:00am, and later pick-
up at 5:00 p.m. available. (kids entering
Grd. 5 welcome as well)

MAUD OF LEASKDALE:  Experience
this remarkable performance at the his-
toric Leaskdale Church, Thursday
evenings & Sat .- Sun. matinees.  Also,
Wednesday 'Afternoon Teas' are being
featured weekly, which include a five
course luncheon, followed by an intrigu-
ing line-up of entertainment, all perti-
nent to Lucy's life. Check out the
display at the library, with more details
available regarding these engaging
summer outings in Leaskdale. 
There is a strong connection with L. M.

Montgomery and the Uxbridge
Library, in that she was a member of
the Uxbridge Hypatia Club, a  non fic-
tion reading group formed 105 years
ago, and still going strong!

cj

Volunteers
Wanted

Want to make a difference
in the lives of hundreds of 

animals in Uxbridge-
Scugog?

Then get involved with the
New Animal Shelter for

Uxbridge-Scugog
We are looking for:

~Treasurer
~Bookkeeper

~Members for our 
Fundraising Committee

~Members for our 
Communications and 
Marketing Committee

If you are committed to the best
care and support for animals and
live in the Townships of Uxbridge

or Scugog, please email a
resume and cover letter to:

volunteers@animal-shelter.ca
by August  15, 2013

The Splash Pad located
at 291 Brock St. West

(Arena grounds) is open!

The hours of operation
are 9:00 a.m. to 

9:00 p.m., seven days 
a week.

UXBRIDGE RECREATION
ALERT!

Keep your eyes open for the NEW
Fall/Winter Uxbridge Community

Guide, available August 22. 

The Town of Uxbridge is offering a
brand new variety of after school pro-

grams for ages 3-17 years for only
$25, sponsored by the Uxbridge

Canadian Tire 
Jumpstart Program. 

Guides will be available at 
Township Facilitiescj.

MMaauudd   oo ff   LLeeaa ss kk dd aa ll ee
Summer Theatre

June 22 to August 25
Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Saturdays & Sundays 3:00 p.m.

TToouu rr ss
Church & Manse - Wed. to Sun.

Or by appointment

TTeeaa ss   &&  EEnn tt ee rr tt aa ii nnmmee nn tt
Wednesdays 1:00 to 3:00

July & August

Full details at:
lucymaudmontgomery.ca

or call: 905-862-0808
email: lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com

 



I still think it's a great idea

Oscar Peterson, Paul Henderson,
Johnny Bower, Tommy Hunter. All
four are widely known Canadian
celebrities who have one other thing

in common: they all have connec-
tions to Mississauga.

On Monday, they became the first
to be honoured and recognized in
Legends Row at Mississauga's
Celebration Square in what one
newspaper report called
Mississauga's "downtown".

Anyone who has ever been to
Mississauga would likely chuckle at
the thought that that sprawling
monument to unchecked and poor-

ly planned development
actually has a "down-
town" and would be
hard-pressed to locate it.   

Nevertheless, as far from
a recognizable communi-
ty as Mississauga is, at
least it has chosen to
publicly display its
appreciation for those
residents who have made
a mark on the world.

Some of you might
remember I had a similar
idea which I touted when
I ran for council in the
last municipal election.

I proposed an Uxbridge
Arts Walk of Fame for
our decidedly identifi-
able downtown to hon-
our members of the arts
community who have
had strong Uxbridge
connections over the

years.
It is really easy to come up with a

bunch of names that could be
included in such a project:
•  Glenn Gould, the internationally
renowned pianist who gave his first
public recital at Trinity United
Church when he was five years old.
Members of Gould's family still live
in the township;
•  Lucy Maud Montgomery, inter-
nationally renowned author of Anne
of Green Gables and many other
books, who lived for years in
Leaskdale;
•  David B. Milne, internationally
known artist and a contemporary of
the Group of Seven;
•  Duncan MacPherson of the
Toronto Star, probably the greatest
political cartoonist this country ever
had, used the same Uxbridge studio
that Milne had once occupied;
•  Oscar-winning film-maker
Christopher Chapman; Oscar-
nominated actor Graham Greene,
movie, television and stage actor
Kenneth Welsh; author and broad-
caster Ted Barris; movie star
Hayden Christensen; artists Wynn
Walters and Ron and Linda Baird.

That's just a start, which isn't bad
for a small community such as ours.
I'm sure there are others I haven't
named, and I'm sure there are some
young performers and artists in
town who will make their names

known in the coming years. Then
there are others who might not have
made a name far beyond our bor-
ders, but have made significant con-
tributions to the arts scene in town,
such as Tom Baker and Conrad
Boyce.

The big difference between my
idea and Mississauga's version is
that mine is aimed at artists only,
which I believe is appropriate given
that Uxbridge is always touting
itself as an arts community.

My idea didn't get much traction
during the election, and was
received less than enthusiastically by
the then heads of the Celebration of
the Arts and the Uxbridge Arts
Association. But I still think it's a
great idea.

When the First Leaside building
was still being constructed, the

plans called for a "sculpture trail"
on the property as a part of the
Uxbridge trail system. If we could
have a sculpture trail, why not an
arts trail, an arts walk of fame?

It seems to me such a project
would not only honour some
deserving people, but it also could
be something of a tourist draw and
that would mean a more vibrant
downtown. Last, but not least, it
could instill a greater sense of pride
in our fabulous township.

Tell me, am I wrong?

Two males face charges after a
19-year-old man was hit by a
vehicle after a disturbance in
the McDonald’s parking lot,
south of Uxbridge.
On Thursday, August 1, at
approximately 5:30 p.m., two
males in a pickup truck began
to taunt two females in the
parking lot. Two men came to
the females' aid and asked the
men to leave the area. The two
men exited their vehicle and
began to push and become
aggressive with the other men,
who had come to help the
females.

When the two men heard
police had been called, they
re-entered their vehicle. The
driver made a sharp turn and
struck one of the men, carry-
ing him for a short distance,
before speeding off.
The man who was hit received
minor injuries and was treated
in hospital and later released.  

The two suspects turned
themselves in later that night.

A 17-year-old male from

Brock Township is charged
with: Assault x 2, Assault with
a Weapon (Vehicle);
Dangerous Operation of a
Motor Vehicle x 2; Fail to Stop
at the Scene of an Accident;
Fail to Report an Accident;
Fail to Comply with
Recognizance and Fail to
Comply with Undertaking x
2.

Stephen Marshman, 20, of
Eastside Street in Greenbank,
is charged with Assault, Fail to
Comply with Recognizance
and Fail to Comply with
Undertaking.

Anyone with new informa-
tion about this investigation is
asked to contact Cst.
McMaster or Cst. Aukema of
North Division at 1-888-579-
1520 ext. 2672.

Anonymous tips can be
made to Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-8477 (TIPS) or on
the website at www.durhamre-
gionalcrimestoppers.ca and
tipsters are eligible for a cash
reward of up to $2,000.   
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Am I Wrong?  column by Roger Varley

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward 
to continuing to serve our current and future clients. 

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

TOWNSHIP
OF 

UXBRIDGE

Parking Lot Fight Ends in a 
Hit and Run

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
Summer days are slipping by, and
Fall Fair time will soon be in full
swing.

The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society Wednesday Luncheon on
August 14 at 1 p.m. will feature
Allan McGillivray speaking on
Interesting Uxbridge Characters.
Reservations are required at (905)
862-0808.

Over the summer months, please
keep saving Zehrs tapes for the
Leaskdale Womens Auxiliary, and
used postage stamps for the
Canadian Bible Society. These can
be left in the church library

Seed to Blossom 2013 -
Intergenerational Garden Learning
Experience is happening this month

at St. Paul's, Leaskdale. There is a
half-day session for ages 6 and up,
or 14 and up; a herb garden plant-
ing for the younger ones, and Salsa
making with ingredients from the
Garden of Eatin' out front. There is
no cost, but pre-registration is
required. Call Julia Bendall
(905)852-4359 for more informa-
tion.

If you have not attended Maud of
Leaskdale at the Historic Leaskdale
Church, plan to do so before it is
over. Jennifer Carroll is amazing as
"Maud'. 

Presentations are on Thursdays at
7:30 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday
at 3 p.m., but only until August 25.

4TH ANNUAL
FARMERS OF UXBRIDGE

August 22, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Uxbridge Arena

Come visit over 30 local farmers
with an extensive variety of proucts. 

Buy locally and learn about 
the farming industry. 

We have farmers that produce dairy,
beef, pork, lamb, duck, and fresh

fruit and produce. 
Specialty items include local honey,
maple syrup, sheep cheese, jams

and a local wine producer.
Outdoor displays include fainting
goats, goat milking demonstration

and the talking Maple the Cow! 
We have over 150 vintage/antique

cars on display for viewing.

This is a free event, free parking,
with overflow parking at the Baptist
Church, and a free wagon ride to

the event. Refreshments are provid-
ed. Join us  and learn about our

local farmers.

For more information contact 
Pat Mikuse at 905 852-0206.

Wait!
It's coming! 

A Human Library! 

Human Books are volunteers who are
willing to share their stories with 

others in a safe environment.

Save October 26-27 for this 
very unique experience!

For further information, contact the
Uxbridge Library at 905-852-9747
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Dirty business behind the dirt?

Letters to the Editor
Re: “Am Î Wrong?” July 25th 

Apathy.
Roger - the reasons are myriad.

The explanations lengthy. The
excuses poor and few.

Simply put, I believe people are ill
informed, disconnected from the
mechanics of how things get done.
Paradox? Given how much infor-
mation is now available? Perhaps.
But consider this. 
Our schools no longer convey civic

information of much substance.
And, it is not until grade 10 that an
actual civics class is mandatorily
and begrudgingly attended. It's
awful. Useless. The civics class, I
mean. (However, I could also be
referring to the education system in
general!) 

And, seriously, at 15, just starting
to engage in anything civic…?
What are we thinking? What is our
education system thinking? 

Further, the art of language and
articulation is at an all-time low,
and the form of argument and
debate as a means of discussing
merits and values is pretty much
non-existent.
If we engage young people, we
might succeed in improving civic
participation levels. But, consider
this. My son went through SK to
grade eight at Quaker Village Public
School, 2002 through 2010. Not
once did a class day trip take the
students to anything remotely civic,
nor even remotely close to
Uxbridge, except for the Leaskdale
Lucy Maud Montgomery home,
which is an actual tourist attraction
that appeals to visitors in general. 
I will state that I am shocked at the

kind and type of typical school-led
events that do occur: day trips to
Canada's Wonderland. I find this
shocking for so many reasons but I
would prefer to spend the time, and
your paper's ink, on what could and

should be done for those days
instead:

Visit a local dairy farm - learn all
about what it means for the food
supply chain, farming economics,
the farmer's family.
Spend a day hiking on local trails -

learn about the history of building
the trails, learn about early settler
means of conveyance and trans-
portation routes; get some nature
into your hair, boots, and pockets!
Visit the township chambers while

council is in session - learn about
your ward, meet your councillor,
understand what council does and
what municipal politics means for
Uxbridge citizens

This list can go on and on, but I
think the reader can understand the
scope and intent.
These are not for-profit or fee-stip-

ulated venues. The environmental
cost of transportation is low or
none.

And, these civic-minded events
should not be relegated to one or
two single day trips per school year!
More, more, more.
The value in these is incomparable

to a day at Canada's Wonderland,
or any of the other silly, inane
events attended by my son. Some of
these suggestions could be challeng-
ing for a single family to arrange,
yet easily manageable by school
administration, while going to
Canada's Wonderland seems to be a
typical event for GTA families,
annually!

It was painful to sit through nine
years of inane, school-arranged day
trips. Painful. But, I had to pick my
battles with the (school) Board and
I did so on other issues.

Leslie Warren
Uxbridge

Not that I mind having Stemp void
all over the Catholics every week in
the Cosmos, but I wonder if your

readership appreciates being that
close to him when he lets loose.  His
argument stood in this charming
form: the Mass is disgusting because
Catholics defecate at it. Pope
Francis is a loser because people
relieve themselves when he is
around. 

Far be it from me to suggest that
Harry couldn't draw 3 million to a
beach in Rio even if he promised to
strip down to his Depends.  Does it
ever occur to him what the after-
math of the Sermon on the Mount
must have looked like? 
We're all in the bog, Harry, but

some of us are looking at the stars.
Blaise Thompson

Uxbridge

It is hard to believe that 20 years
ago in 1993 a group of residents
expressed to Uxbridge Council their
distress at the request from the Gun
Club for an extension of their
agreed hours of activity. After meet-
ings at Council and the Gun Club,
environmental noise control tests
(which showed that the noise from
the Gun Club was above acceptable
limits), the hours were not extend-
ed. The matter was not raised again
at that time and we hoped would
wither and die.

We were very surprised to learn
that the Gun Club had again
requested an extension and had
even been in communication with
Council, where there was no refer-
ence to the previous complaints and
extensive discussions held 20 years
ago.

This club is of no benefit to the
Township, it is a major irritant to
the residents, has few members
from the Township, pays a pittance
in taxes, and has been putting lead
shot into the soil for half a century.

Norman and Rachel Mansfield
Uxbridge

It’s been a long time since we’ve had any dirt on what’s going on at the Greenbank airport site
(pun intended). Driving by the site, at the corner of Highways 12/7 and 47, it’s hard not to miss.
The piles of imported soil are getting higher and higher by the minute. And the world is no clos-
er to knowing what’s really going on?

There’s nothing to put in a news story, because no one can learn anything. There are no pic-
tures to take because no one can see over the mountains of dirt. A brief glance down the long,
long laneway as one drives by is about all the information that is afforded the us. And there
ain’t much to that. A lane is a lane, no matter if it’s surrounded by mounds of lush soil or con-
taminated manure.

That’s probably the biggest fear of everyone who doesn’t know much about what’s going on
at the site (which is everyone). Approximately 325 trucks per day (they take Saturdays and
Sundays off, mind) are travelling up and down the aforementioned laneway and dumping their
contents on the aforementioned property. But we, the general populace, have not been reas-
sured beyond a reasonable doubt that this imported soil is not contaminated, and is not a dump-
ing site for heaven knows what.

The land, because it is owned and operated as an airport, falls under federal jurisdiction, and
as such, is immune to our, and Scugog township’s, municipal laws, especially those concerning
landfill. So, if the imported earth really is radioactive and filled with wonderful things that will
make our water glow, there isn’t much we can do about it, per se.

It may, therefore, comfort those of you who care to find out that Greenbank Airways has a
spiffy little website that contains some of the information that you may want to know. Aside
from letting you know its GPS coordinates, and annoying you with its quirky but relentless
canned music, the website also offers a direct link to what it calls its “Soil Analytical Reports
Portal”. In there, you can go to what we can only assume is every report, which they say is for
every source of soil they receive, and, if you have an engineering degree, decipher what the
numbers and the symbols mean. They’re measuring for silver, arsenic, beryllium, copper, lead,
uranium, and zinc, amongst a plethora of other things. The numbers don’t stay static, either - a
quick random check of different dates and different months show that the numbers do differ,
but they do all seem to stay withing a certain range. The layman can only hope that it is a range
that is considered safe for that particular element. The last entered report was dated July 22.
If the Greenbank Airport’s aim is to be transparent (a desire owner John Packer has maintained

since he first took on the project), then it would seem that we are not being treated as the
proverbial mushrooms in the imported soil. It’s all there in black and white, and accessible at
any time, day or night. 

Of course, we still don’t know if the rumours about additional hangars, an aviation museum,
and a hotel/convention complex have any truth to them, yet, but we’re working on finding that
out. Meanwhile, we’ll just have to keep dodging out of the way of the trucks that are hell bent
and determined to make their daily quota, hauling dirt to the site in what they consider record
time (they are especially vicious just north of Durham Road 21, heading north on Lakeridge.
Woe to the traveller who gets in their way as they head over the hill just before reaching
Foxfire...). And we’ll just have to be patient and see what the outcome is (unless Mr. Packer
decides to enlighten us all, first), as it takes a heckuva lotta dirt to fill the Rogers Centre twice
over (yes, that is how much it is estimated is required right at the corner of 12 and 47). After
all, the southern facing landing strip has to be raised 17 metres to make it level, and the north
facing one had to be raised four just to make it level with the highway. Well, anyone driving
along 47 can now see that it is not only level with the highway, but soaring high above it, block-
ing the view of what’s going on inside. Let’s hope this is temporary.



One week, all inclusive, cottage, up north, by a lake, no one around...sounds too wonder-
ful to be true, and if one could salivate over an image like that being conjured, then sali-

vate I would. It’s been ages since I’ve had a holiday like that, but never mind. My two elder daughters have both been
offered such holidays this summer - in fact, one is partaking in beach play and huge waves at this very moment. The
other was so excited by her first real getaway from home that she barely slept for two days prior. The morning of depar-
ture, she and the friend with whom she was going were up at five a.m., bags packed and waiting by the car. They were
both talking so much, so quickly, so excitedly, that it was impossible not to become exhausted just listening to them. 
They left on a bright, sunny Sunday morning. She was home by Tuesday night. And has been a different kid ever since.
I’m not entirely sure what happened. She’s been away with friends before, for just as long a time. And that was a

remote little hollie, that one - not even any cell phone service! She was invited to go away with the same friends earli-
er in the summer, and she was reluctant to go, citing that she would miss everyone just too much. I will admit to poo-
pooing this notion, as she just doesn’t strike me as the kind of kid that would miss anyone or anything at any time. And
she struggled with going on this little vay-cay, as well, but finally decided, under her own steam, that she would give it
a try. But it didn’t stick. 
She called home the first night crying because her eyes were hurting. I told her it was from a) waking up way too early,

and b) from opening her eyes under the water. She called the next morning saying her eyes still hurt, and now her
tummy hurt and she wanted to come home. Both myself, and her father, through different avenues, tried to talk her
out of the trees (by mid-afternoon she was near hysterics), and in consultation with one another, could not for the life
of us figure out just what was going on. 
The mother of the friend headed up to the cottage the following day, hoping to calm the girls down and provide a famil-

iar face (they were staying with the friend’s grandparents), but to no avail. Her dad brought her home Tuesday night.
When I snuck into her room later that night to see her and tuck her in, she wrapped her arms around me and held me

so tightly and so long that I began to wonder if I should just stay the night right there, captive in her bed. She dropped
off to sleep, and I went to bed myself, still puzzled.

My middle daughter is just that, a middle child. I hate to put labels on my girls, and pigeon hole them in any way,
because they are each such unique individuals that it’s next to impossible to categorize. But whenever I talk about my
trials and tribulations as delivered by my second born, and the listener asks what her birth order is, I tell them, and
always get a knowing “Well, that’s why she’s like that. She’s the middle child.”
She’s way too tall for her age (5’7’’ for an 11-year old is not average), has become a woman before she ought, knows

it all, has done it all, has seen it all, and knows better than all. She can be stubborn, mouthy to a fault, and has an acid
tongue that may well get her in trouble one day. Her moods are mercurial at best - hot and cold all in the same minute.
When she’s not being like this, she’s incredibly witty, makes the best funny faces, is gorgeous, and just an all-round great
kid. Never would I have pegged her for being a kid that would get homesick. 
I could speculate until I’m blue in the face over what was going on in her curly-haired head. I chatted about it with her

dad, his partner, and my partner, and not a one of us could really wrap our heads around it. But we all had a common
note - when she saw each of us, the hugs were monstrous, the kisses fervent, and the joy to be back, real.
It made no sense. When she was here, she couldn’t wait to get away. When she’s with me, she wants to go to her dad’s.

When she’s with him, she wants to come to me. We thought a change from everything would be good. Turns out she dis-
covered that she didn’t really want a change, after all. She’s been easier to get along with since she got back. She still
has a flippant way about her, but she hasn’t been as moody, as sullen, and kept to herself as much. She’s not wanting
to go to visit friends, rather being content just to hang with her sisters and step-brothers (when she’s not complaining
about them) and chill with the family. She actually missed us.

Come to think of it, that was what one text from her said - “I just want to be with my family.” What 11-year old says
that? I certainly never did when I was that age. I did week-long camps for most of my childhood, and don’t recall ever
being homesick once. I do, however, recall one evening, after coming home from one of these weeks away, and being
tucked into bed right in that time where the sun has dipped below the horizon and the sky is the most glorious array of
colours. I remember saying my good nights, and rolling over toward the window, and looking out at the beautiful sky,
and being filled with the most profound sense of well-being that I had ever experienced in my short little life to that
point. I remember smiling, sighing, closing my eyes, and falling asleep. That feeling has not often been repeated in my
now somewhat longer lifetime.

Perhaps that’s what my not-so-little one was needing. We’ve had a pretty tumultuous year, and although things are
better for us than they have been in a very long time, it’s still a trial, nonetheless. Maybe it was too much for her, too
soon. She’d be horrified to know that she learned a valuable lesson over the summer holidays - that there really is no
place like home.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Morning delight
It's one of the best feelings of the week. In our part of town, it usually happens
Tuesday. I get up pretty early each day it happens. I make sure everything's just so;

sometimes I partly prepare things the night before. Then, about the middle of the morning, (since I'm on holidays
this week, I'm actually around to see it happen) there's that visit. There's that telltale engine roar and sudden stop
in front of my house. Sometimes it comes with a friendly wave.

“Have a nice day,” the guy in the Miller truck says. 
“You too,” I answer.
Then, for just those few seconds in the week, that feeling comes over me. All that stuff - that biodegradable goop

that's been getting higher and higher sitting around in my garage for seven days, that ever-growing daily collection
of newspapers and unwanted paper flyers, and every bottle, can and piece of plastic I've been saving all week - sim-
ply goes. It disappears. The garbage collectors take it away and it's gone out of my life. I am a man of simple pleas-
ures. One of them is getting rid of my garbage - whether it's just the biodegradable stuff every week or the bio and
non-biodegradable every other week.

Of course, our greater understanding of environmental issues, over the last generation, has raised our awareness
of this process like never before. When I was a kid, back in the 1950s and '60s, nobody knew or cared about where
the garbage went. Babyboomers and their parents were just encouraged to buy, use, throw away and buy again. The
leftover mashed potatoes, the scrunched up Christmas wrapping paper, the discarded engine oil and a million other
by-products of our consumption-mad generation, just became somebody else's problem. Since the world was our oys-
ter, the rest of the world, including the oysters whose world we polluted with our garbage, would just have to deal
with it. Thanks to rapidly filling landfill sites, government regulations trying to protect air, land and water, and even
our children's and grandchildren's teachings, however, some of us have changed our consumptive ways.
Consequently, a good proportion of my week - sometimes large sections of my weekends collecting yard waste, occa-

sionally early mornings bundling unwanted flyers before I head off to teach, or very often late at night tearing card-
board boxes apart, gently removing the wet trash from under the sink, or assembling our own glass and plastic (as
well as the plastic bottles I've collected while walking the dog in the park all week) into a jam packed blue box - goes
into that moment I haul it to the end of the driveway and watch the sanitary truck and crew take it away! Does this
sound familiar?

Last weekend was typical. Now, a lot of you were off spending your well-deserved summer holidays at the cottage,
away in the Rockies or out on Prince Edward Island. And that's fine. But I spent much of my Sunday rooting around
in the backyard garden. My wife and I had promised ourselves we would attack one of the flower beds back there -
actually it's a flower bed mostly occupied by weeds, scrub bushes and unwanted seedlings. But I don't just go willy-
nilly into a weed patch slashing and burning. (Remember the smell of burning leaves in the fall? Can't do that any-
more.) Anyway, I organized all the weed refuse into waste I could bag, waste I could bundle and waste I could mulch.
By the end of the process I had a whole smorgasbord of packages all ready for delivery to my curb.

“Do you think they'll take those away?” my neighbour asked.
“Of course, they will,” I said. And I thought, “Who could reject these perfectly assembled packages of yard waste?

I mean I've seen Christmas gifts wrapped worse than my weeds were bundled.” 
Then, on Civic holiday Monday, while many of you lounged au naturel at Bare Oaks, roasted marshmallows over a

campfire in Algonquin, or maybe rode the rollercoaster at Canada's Wonderland, I entertained myself in the garage
- another zone of notorious neglect. There were winter tires to stack (yes, I know, it'll soon be time to re-install them),
hoses and extension cords to untangle, and two or three tool boxes to consolidate (Ever wonder how many Robertson
screwdrivers a household actually needs?) And finally, when it sort of looked as if I had accomplished something, I
swept up what was left… for the garbage.

And then the final act of sending if off… forever. Whether it's ridding my garage of green box smell (and success-
fully having kept it from marauding racoons), waving goodbye to last week's news (the Cosmos excepted) and bar-
gain flyers, or knowing those weeds from the flower bed are gone (at least until next spring) throwing stuff away can
be really liberating. Like I said - a man of simple tastes enjoying garbage goin' down the road.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

SUPER SAVERS THIS WEEK AT CANADIAN TIRE UXBRIDGE!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

Plus...Super Savings
on Selected Paint and Stain the week!

Reg. $9.99
49-0644

6pk 
Paint Rollers

$298ONLY
pkg. Reg. $9.99

49-0682

5pk 
Paint Brushes

$298ONLY
pkg.SAVE 70%

ON BOTH OF THESE PRODUCTS!

Homesick



Jessica Phoenix, watch out! Another
rider is coming up behind you, get-
ting set to blaze a trail on the inter-
national equine stage!

April Simmonds of Uxbridge and
Impressively Done, her 8-year-old
thoroughbred gelding recently
competed in the Adequan FEI
North American Junior Young
Riders Championships in none
other than the Kentucky Horse
Park in Lexington, Kentucky, and
won the bronze medal in her divi-
sion. 

"I was so excited to receive the
bronze medal," said 16-year old
Simmonds, who was only .5 penal-
ties short of the silver medal.

Jessica Phoenix isn't the least bit
worried, however. She's actually
helping April reach the same goals
she's attained by being the coach
for the team.

"April was amazing," says the
Team Ontario coach.

"She was so good on her lines in
her warm up and was confident
going down into that ring. She
had a lot of her team-mates ring-
side cheering her on, and I think
that meant a lot to her.”

Uxbridge Olympian Jessica
Phoenix has been April's riding
instructor since April was only six
years old. The have a very close
relationship, and Jessica has been a
huge inspiration to April. For
April, knowing that a girl from
small town Ontario can make it
on the international eventing cir-
cuit means that she, too, has set
her sights on ultimately going to
the Olympics. Her shorter term
goals include making it onto the
Canadian Pan Am games team, as
the games are being held here in
Toronto in 2015.

“It's a lofty goal, but it's worth
setting them high,” says her moth-
er, Fay Simmonds.

April's schedule is consumed
with riding - she trains every day
except Sunday, and is constantly
caring for her two horses whose
“barn names” are Caleb and
Preston (their show names are
“Sunday Best” and “Impressively
Done” - that's the horse that won
the bronze medal in Kentucky).

During the summer months, April's
horses stay alongside Jessica's, mak-
ing it easier for lessons to happen
daily. Come September, April will
attend Uxbridge Secondary School
“in person”, while her horses move
back to Granitewood, a horse farm
on Obiern Road, owned by lee and
Tone Reid. Come February, howev-
er, April heads to Florida, where she
will accompany Jessica for further
training, and will take her school
lessons online.

In Kentucky, April was part of a
team that featured a few other
Uxbridge-based eventers, namely
Lauren Clark and Jamie Kellock.     

Team Ontario Coach Jessica
Phoenix was proud of all the riders
at the Championships, which is the

number one equestrian competition
in North America for junior and
young riders, ages 14-21. 
"I was really proud of the entire

team. They embraced the team
atmosphere, and really cheered each
other on," said Phoenix. 

"Each one of them was at every
single dressage test, helped in the
vet box all day when their rides
were done, and ringside today
cheering each other on.

Young equestrians converged on
the Kentucky Horse Park from all
over the United States, Bermuda,
Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and
the Caribbean Islands to vie for
team and individual FEI
(Federation Equestre
Internationale) medals in the three

Olympic equestrian disciplines of
show jumping, dressage, eventing,
as well as the FEI World Equestrian
Games disciplines of reining and
endurance. The North American
Junior Young Riders Championship
is the only FEI championship held
annually in North America.

Jessica Phoenix was appointed as
the Canadian Young Rider coach
this year and was accompanied by
Dressage Olympian Jacquie Brooks
from close by in the Mount Albert
area in Kentucky for the Young
Rider competition.
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www.thecosmos.ca

ON-LINE
Download
The complete
edition or selected
pages as PDF files!

Easy Viewing
Browse Classified
and Calendar
listings on your cell
phone!

Enjoy
Letters to the Editor,
Local columnists
and editorials!

Advertise
A "Link" to your
business web site!

The Uxbridge Cosmos on-line is
available every Wednesday evening.

We just keep getting better and better!

Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

For more
information call

Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Lots of fresh 
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Buy fresh, buy local!  Our 12th Season!

DonÕ t Miss

Featuring

905 852 029

14 Brock tr st

V

w w w. k e i t h s f l o w e r s h o p . c o m

Another young rider puts Uxbridge on the equestrian map



Picking up the phone

My wife and I made the decision to
move our family to Uxbridge from
mid-town Toronto five years ago in
June, and it has been a wonderful
and rewarding experience for the
entire family. My wife is fulfilled
with her horses and new friends, my
kids enjoy the space and adventure
roaming through the woods and
fields on our property and I, a for-
mer city kid, have discovered the
fun of a chainsaw and ATV!

I have also found Uxbridge to be a
very embracing community and
quite diverse for a small town.
People look at you when you walk
by them and even return your smile
and greeting. They take note of who
you are and conversations often
occur.
We quickly settled in and began to

enjoy the various aspects of the
town.  

When my neighbour approached
me to join her at a Historical
Society Board meeting, I accepted,
and immediately found it very
interesting, and soon I was hooked. 

I spent several months observing
and learning the ropes of being on a
board of a charity, and being
involved in a non-profit organiza-
tion.  As a vice president of sales at
a for-profit company, my role is to
take action and ask questions later.
Not so working with volunteers,
stakeholders, and the society mem-
bers, as I still discover.

As I took on the role of Society
President in September, I was struck
by how welcoming and encouraging
people were when I mentioned what
I was doing.  Whether I was at a
Chamber of Commerce meeting or
the Museum Advisory Committee,
it was the same.

As our new Board got organized
and began to work on our mandate
of fundraising and increasing the

volunteer support for the Uxbridge
Historical Centre, we started to
reach out to the community.  

I pick up the phone to speak to
new people all the time at work and
the reaction can be mixed, but when
I do it on behalf of the Society, I am
always greeted with enthusiasm and
“How can I help?”.  It continues to
be a very rewarding experience.

I would like to encourage others
who want to become more connect-
ed to the Town of Uxbridge to get
involved.  What better way than to
visit the beautiful Uxbridge
Historical Centre (www.uxbridge-
historicalcentre.com) and discover
this town's roots and history!?    

When you are there, envision how
you can get involved and contribute
to that history. We would love to
have you join the society board,
become a member, or just come out
to help doing something you enjoy -
for example, gardening, helping to
repair and upkeep the buildings and
historical equipment in them or
learning about one of the 10 histor-
ical buildings at the Historical
Centre, and helping out with tours.

Please feel free to reach out to me
at bgbuss@hotmail.com or 416 209
2354.

If you aren't ready to “pick up the
phone”, you can learn more about
us at our website at
www.uxbridgescotthistoricalsoci-
ety.ca or our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/UxbridgeHisto
ricalSociety
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History Matters
by Brad Buss

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service
and experience of Lisa Boyce in the
print industry, Sara looks forward to
continuing to serve our current and
future clients.  
Call us to help with all aspects of
your printing requirements.

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
August 9 - TRAVIS SMALLEY

Travis is studying at Wilfrid Laurier University and is going into his 5th
year to complete his Bachelor of Music. He has performed with several
groups as a soloist around the Uxbridge area, including One Voice,
Church of the Ascension, and Sandford United Church. This week he will
be performing all classical music in an a capella style. 

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

REDNECK

NINE & DINE
Friday, August 16th

5:30pm
Call for details

MONDAY MADNESS
all you can play (including cart)

Only $3200
+HST

This
Friday
at the 
Foster

Schedule Change

Poor Tom will not be performing on August 16th at the Foster as
originally schedule. Instead, Afterglow will be taking the stage. 

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.

Meet Me @ the Library
by Robyn Miller

So we are finally in the midst of that
glorious summer weather we waited
for all winter! Many of us may still
be looking forward to taking a vaca-
tion from our hectic routines this
summer, and it is always helpful to
have a few no-fuss, low-cost or free
activities at your fingertips. 

Why not explore your neighbour-
hood! Pick up a trail map, along
with a book or two on birds, trees or
wildflowers, and use some detective
skills to identify them while taking a
hike or a bike ride on our town's
amazing trail system. You can also
borrow a GPS unit to discover the
many geocaches hidden around
town.

If you plan to travel a fair distance
by car, why not make the most of
that time by having a book read
aloud to you - one that all the occu-
pants of the vehicle can enjoy
together. 

Audiobooks can be borrowed on
CD or downloaded from our web-

site onto a portable device such as a
laptop, tablet or mp3 player. 

Rainy day? No problem! Take
advantage of the online eResources
on our website. Map out your fami-
ly tree with Ancestry or Find My
Past so you can proudly share it at
your next family gathering. Or,
young children can discover the
world, animals and more with
PebbleGo and Early World of
Learning, or be entertained by
Robert Munsch and other authors
with animated, talking picture
books on TumbleBookLibrary.

And of course, having some read-
ing material at the ready can provide
the perfect escape, so be sure to pick
up a few good books and magazines
or download our eBooks from the
comfort of home.
If you need help choosing just-the-

right book, our staff is an excellent
resource, available in-person or by
phone.

We hope some of these ideas will
inspire you or your family - and
avoid any proclamations of “I'm
bored”!

What's happening @ the Library?

There are a wide variety of programs
for kids in preschool to Grade 12 to
choose from at the library this sum-
mer. See the information on page 2
of The Cosmos each week, or visit
www.uxlib.com to view our calen-
dar. 

What's new @ the Library?

Tales from a Not-So-Happy
Heartbreaker (Rachel Renee Russell)
Watch Your Tail (Geronimo Stilton)
Requiem (Lauren Oliver)
And the Mountains Echoed (Khaled
Hosseini)
Hidden Order (Brad Thor)
The Lemon Orchard (Luanne Rice)
The Light in the Ruins (Chris
Bohjalian)
Unseen (Karin Slaughter)
Second-Act Careers (Nancy
Collamer)
42, The Jackie Robinson Story
(DVD)



Thurs., Aug. 8, Cruise In
Classic auto show.
Entertainment by Cyril Way
Band. 6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge
Arena.

Sat, Aug. 10, 7:00 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike with
some hills. Meet at trail
entrance, west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton, 905-
830-2862

Sun., Aug. 11, Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7
p.m. Freedom Bound, Choral
Group. 905-649-5158

Sun., Aug. 11, 9:00 p.m. - 2
a.m. Stars in their
Multitudes at the Foster
Memorial. Watch the annual
meteor shower. www.foster-
memorial.com for more info, or
call 905-640-3966

Aug. 12-16, Uxbridge
Community Sports Camp,
8:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. Quaker
Village PS Ages: 6-13, $105
per camper. Download regis-
tration form at www.scripture-
union.ca/uxbridge 905-852-
2059

Wed., Aug 14, 7:30 p.m.
Growing a Water Efficient
Garden, Uxbidge
Horticultural Society. Uxbridge
Senior’s Centre. 905-985-
6516

Thurs., Aug. 15, Cruise In
Classic auto show.
Entertainment by Nancy Hall. 6
p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge Arena.

Fri., Aug. 16, 1:30 p.m. -
7:00 p.m. Blood Donor
Clinic. Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre.

Sat., Aug. 17, 7:00 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace. Join us for
breakfast afterwards. No dogs
please. Meet at trail entrance,
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-
2161

Sat., Aug. 17, Bethesda-
Reach Women’s Institute: Tour
of Toronto’s Spadina
House. Tickets $25, space is
limited. 905-852-3925

Aug. 17-18, Uxbridge Lions
present Art in the Park, 10
a.m. - 5p.m., Elgin Park. Free.
www.uxbridgeartinthepark.
com

Sun., Aug. 18, Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7
p.m. Karen Croxall, Trinity
United Church, guest speaker.
905-649-5158

Thurs., Aug. 22, 4th
Annual Farmers of
Uxbridge, 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Uxbridge Arena-Community
Hall. Free admission and park-
ing. Overflow parking avail-
able at Uxbridge Baptist
Church, with a horse & wagon
ride to the arena.

Thurs., Aug. 22, Cruise In
Classic auto show.
Entertainment by Altona Road
Gang. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.

Sat, Aug. 24, 7:00 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike. Meet
at trail entrance, west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton, 905-830-2862

Aug. 24-25, 42nd Annual
Heritage Days, 10 a.m. - 5
p.m. Uxbridge-Scott Museum,
Concession 6. $6/person,
under 12 free.

Sun., Aug. 25, Concert
with Christian Harpist
Eduard Klassen at
Goodwood Baptist Church,
11 a.m., and at 7 p.m. at Glen
Major Church.  All welcome.

905-649-5158

Wed., Aug. 28, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike:
B r o c k / W i l d e r / G l e n
Major/Walker. Moderate to
Fast 16+ km; 4+hr. loop hike.
There are hills. Meet at parking
area on east side of Conc. 6,
0.6 km north of Uxbridge town
line, or 5.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Bob Comfort,
905-473-2669

Thurs., Aug. 29, Cruise In
Classic auto show.
Entertainment by Dance Time
Road Show. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.

Freemasonry: A History
Hidden in Plain Sight, the
new travelling exhibit at the
Uxbridge Historical Centre,
continues for the season. Tours
take place Wed. to Sun. and
holidays from 10am to 4pm.
Regular tour rates apply. Visit
the website at www.uxbridge-
historicalcentre.com or call the
museum at 905-852-5854 for
more information.

Maud of Leaskdale
Acclaimed one-woman play
about Lucy Maud Montgomery,
Historic Leaskdale Church.
Playing until Aug. 25. 

LMMSO Afternoon Tea -
every Wednesday from 1:00
p.m. - 3 p.m., July and August,

www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca
or call 905-862-0808

July 3 – August 31, “Open
Doors” - St Paul's
Anglican Church. Free guid-
ed tours of this beautiful local
Church built by local craftsmen
in the 1880s. Wednesdays and
Saturdays, 1 – 3 p.m. Free cold
drinks.

Uxbridge Farmers’
Market  Every Sunday from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. in Uxbridge
Arena parking lot. 

Loaves & Fishes Food
Bank is open Wednesdays 1-4
p.m. for those requiring assis-
tance. All donations are always
appreciated. Tax receipts are
issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in
the Food Bank Box at Zehrs or
at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Monday to Friday 9
a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary
“Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good
summer clothing. Proceeds to
Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event
you’d like us to mention, please
contact us at thecosmos@pow-
ergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue
is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

Saturday, August 3, marked the

beginning of an exciting new ven-

ture for two teenage girls and a

unique group of senior citizens.

Twenty-five people turned up at 29

Toronto street at 10 o’clock

Saturday morning to learn just what

Exploring Horizons, a project start-

ed by Alisha and Natasha Nanji, (see

The Cosmos, August 1, page 6, for

details) was all about. They ended

up participating in a fun, full day of

various activities. And the best part

was, it was all free!

The seniors took part in chair yoga

and a few rousing games of Bingo.

They then watched presentations on

various topics. One was given by

Sameer Remtulla, the pharmacist at

Pharmasave, on Toronto Street.

Another was given by dentist Dr.

Karim Nanji, and finally, Brad Buss,

president of the Uxbridge Historical

Society, gave a brief talk to the

group.

They availed themselves of an

assortment of goodies, all provided

by CafeXXIX - tea, water, coffee,

confetti cupcakes - and that was just

for coffee break! Lunch was freshly

squeezed orange juice, various sand-

wiches, and more beverages

No party is complete without a

loot bag, and they all took home a

“goody” bag filled with various

coupons and items, all locally

sourced.

“We handed out comment cards

for us to see where we can improve

for next time, and we were surprised

to see only positive feedback!”

exclaimed the girls.

Alisha and Natasha would like to

offer their thanks to all the people

and businesses that sponsored their

inaugural session -  Dr. Vitu Banh,

Toronto Street Dental Centre,

CafeXXIX, Blue Heron Books,

Vitality Yoga & Lifestyle Boutique,

Pharmasave, Sari from the Uxbridge

BIA and 29 Toronto Street. 

“We would also like to thank our

parents and our older sister, Safiya,

for helping us throughout this

endeavour. And we would really like

to thank our participants for com-

ing out and spending the day with

us!” 

The girls are still looking for more

sponsors for their next Exploring

Horizons session, which is sched-

uled for Saturday, September 14,

from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Zephyr
News
with Mary Dube

Seniors discover a new way to sit up and have fun in
Uxbridge

For almost a year now, Taghi and
his wife Azziza have been the proud
new owners of the Zephyr Mini
Mart. Their son Hossei works there
most days, and occasionally you
will see daughters Mary and Rose
helping out.

Originally from Afghanistan, the
family lived in Iran and Russia
before immigrating to Canada ten
years ago. The story of their jour-
ney from war- torn Afghanistan to
the safe and peaceful hamlet of
Zephyr reads like an adventure
novel. They endured many hard-
ships and had to adapt to different
languages and cultures before final-
ly making it to Canada. 

Azziza still struggles with the
English language but she is a great
cook. She is quick to share the
wonderful Afghani style food that
she brings to Taghi while he is
working in the store. My neigh-
bour suggested that Azziza could
give us cooking lessons and that
would help her with her English.
What a tantalizing idea! Azziza
agreed, so give me a call if you
would like to meet in my neigh-
bour's kitchen and cook authentic
Afghan dishes for the price of the
ingredients.



Daniel

Great haircuts are one of life's
finest pleasures, along with wine,
chicken wings, and song.
Unfortunately, that dream haircut
is often as elusive as Donald
Trump's hairstylist. Despite pro-
viding the barber with a detailed
description of the look we want to
achieve, it doesn't always turn out
exactly as envisaged because hair-
cutting lends itself to artistic inter-
pretation. Nevertheless, it's better
to go in with a style in mind and
not leave it up to the barber to
transform your head into a work
of art, as was once my practice.

“What are we doing today?” asks
the barber.

“Oh, I don't know; what would
you suggest?”

I don't respond in that foolish
manner anymore because my bar-
ber knows exactly the look I crave.
My profile is saved in their com-
puter: half inch off the top, a
number two on the sides and back
and square not tapered. If they
ever outsource haircutting, a bar-
ber in China will be able to cut
my hair for half the price and I
won't have to utter a word, which
is convenient because I don't
speak Chinese. So, whenever I
find myself in the barber's chair, I
often count my blessings, surren-
der completely to the person with
the sharp tools and think of
Daniel. 
Daniel was my barber during the

time I lived on the east coast of
Guyana in a little village named
Beterverwagting by the Dutch,
with its red brick roads, houses
built on stilts, and a wide variety
of tropical fruit trees. The Dutch,
who occupied the country in the
1700's, (followed by the French
and the English),  left their mark
in the names of other places too,
such as, Vergenoegen, Uitvlugt
and Soesdyke. The name

Beterverwagting means “better for
waiting” and has been shortened
to BV by the post office, much to
the delight of the locals.

As kids in need of a haircut, we
had no choice but to wait, as
Daniel was the lone barber in BV.
Houses were built on stilts to
avoid flood damage, and most
folks used the space below for all
kinds of creative endeavors, such
as rearing chickens, swinging in
hammocks and making moon-
shine. Daniel chose to cut hair in
his space.

Why he became a barber was
anyone's guess; I always felt he
could easily have done better for
himself as a hoodlum. A dark
complexioned, East Indian man,
with hair slicked back like Elvis
and a horrible Fu Manchu mous-
tache to match, he smoked foul
smelling, self-rolled cigarettes as
he worked. Idle chatter was not an
option and he silently plied his
trade with scissors, comb and
razor, no electrical implements.
Small boys like myself sat on a
board placed across the armrests
of the chair to allow Daniel easy
access to our cranium, and when
he positioned our head a certain
way, one could almost get
whiplash, but we held the pose
without drawing breath until fur-
ther notice. 

To this day I can still hear the
scraping sound as he stropped his
razor, prior to introducing it to
my neck. Holding my breath,
head lowered to my chest, not
daring to move, I felt the blade
slice through the hairs on my
neck, all the while thinking of the
blue skull tattoo on his left fore-
arm and wondering what it
meant.

Most boys were able to go to

Daniel's on their own steam but
there were a few who required
paternal assistance, usually
because the previous visit resulted
in a haircut that nightmares are
made of. We didn't much care
what Daniel did to our hair, as
long as he left our sideburns
intact. Losing the sideburns was a
fate worse than falling face first
into a pile of fresh pig's drop-
pings, a ubiquitous commodity in
the village.

As I made my way over to his
house, I always mentally rehearsed
what I would say to Daniel before
climbing aboard his chair. I would
make sure I had his full attention
and then, depending on my level
of courage, I would say either,
“Please Daniel, I don't want a
Round Cut,” or more assertively,
“Leave the sideburns on, ok?” 
The term Round Cut was proba-

bly coined when an unlucky lad
ended up with a haircut that
looked as if Daniel had fitted a
bowl on the kid's head, like a hel-
met and then obliterated all hair
below the rim, resulting in a look
popularized by one of the Three
Stooges. Many a boy left in tears
and I knew of one fellow who
stubbornly stood his ground and
insisted that Daniel put his hair
back the way it was. But Daniel
was a busy man, especially on
Saturdays, when he had a full
house of victims, biding their time
sitting on benches, anxiously
awaiting their turn.

I don't know how he kept the
momentum going, but I noticed
he often left his post in mid hair-
cut for a shot of Demerara rum.

Nowadays, the only question I

get from my barber is, “Do you

want the sideburns the same

length or a little shorter?”

Streets in the East End

Reach Street in Uxbridge Town,
which becomes Reach Road, was an
early road going across country "as
the crow flies" to Epsom. There, it
connected with a road called "Brock
Road", which went south and down
to Whitby, and also went to Port
Perry. 
It was named after Reach Township

(now Scugog) which, in turn, was
named after a Colonel Reach.
Bell Street recalls Richard Bell, who

once owned the west half of Lot 29,
Concession 7 where this street is
located, and created a subdivision
there called "Bell's Addition."

Marion Drive, which goes south
from Bell Street, was named after
Marion Ewen who, with her hus-
band, Rae Ewen, owned the farm
here. They were there by 1945, and
are remembered by Ewen Drive in
Testa Heights.

East Street is a narrow street going
south from Reach Street, and when
it was laid out it was the easternmost
street on that side of town. I guess
folks at that time didn't see that one
day there would be other streets east
of it.

Hamilton Street provides access to
Testa Heights. A family named
Hamilton lived there on the south
side of Reach Street in fairly recent
years. The house was taken down to
make room for Hamilton Street.
In regards to Munro Crescent, John

Munro bought the south half of Lot
28, Concession 7, including this
area, away back in 1836. Hugh
Munro bought the north half in
1844. The Munro family was
involved with this property until the
early 1900s.

Several generations of the Linton
family have lived in Uxbridge Town
and Township. I have seen this street
shown on maps as both Linton Lane
and Linton Court.

Ontario Street no doubt recognizes
the name of our province. Plank's
plan of 1850 had an Ontario Street
running north and south of Brock
Street. It is now Third Avenue.
Joseph Gould's revised plan had an
Ontario Street running parallel to
Dominion Street but a couple of
streets north of it.
Enzo Crescent in Testa Heights was

named after a young football player
who was a son of a bricklayer who
worked for the developer, Gino

Testa. He died while playing football
for a U. S. university team.

St. John's Court was named after
the Donald St. John family who
farmed just east of Uxbridge.

Testa Road recognizes the develop-
er, Gino Testa.

Marietta Street remembers
Marietta Plank, daughter of John
Plank, the pioneer and developer in
this part of town. Marietta Plank
became the wife of Anson T. Button.

Franklin Street was supposedly
named after a son of John Plank, but
a son by that name has not been dis-
covered.

Catawissa Lane goes between
Marietta and Franklin Streets.
Uxbridge was twinned in 1982 with
Catawissa in Pennsylvania, where
many of  Uxbridge's Quaker settlers
originated. During a visit by folks
from Catawissa, this narrow street
was named Catawissa Lane. Earlier
in 1962, its name had been changed
from Franklin Lane to Centre Lane.

Parkside Drive is a continuation of
Marietta Street south and east to
connect with Franklin Street.  It goes
along side of the park, and was
opened for traffic in 1955.

Capstick Lane goes north from
Reach Street. Lloyd Capstick, a bar-
ber in Uxbridge for many years, was
named citizen of the year in 1992 for
various volunteer contributions to
the Uxbridge community.
Third Avenue is the third street east

of Main Street. Fourth Avenue
comes next.

Plank's Lane was actually the lane
going into Mr. Plank’s farm. He
came from New York State to settle
here about 1825. On his 1856 sub-
division plan, it was called "Lane."
New Street goes east near the south

end of Third Avenue. It must have
been the newest street in town at one
time. Originally called Thelma
Street, the name was changed in
1962.  Who was Thelma?

Nelkydd Lane is in the Estates of
Avonlea in the east part of town.
The Kydd family bought the farm
just east of the High School in 1930.
Nellie Kydd was the first woman to
be elected mayor of Uxbridge, serv-
ing in 1963 and 1964. She was also
an Uxbridge citizen of the year.  Her
names were combined to form
Nelkydd.

Avonlea, of course, brings to mind
the Road to Avonlea stories written
by Lucy Maud Montgomery.
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On Heritage Trails
with Allan McGillivray

7-DAY 
WEIGHT LOSS

NO OBLIGATION
NUTRITION AND ENERGY

INFORMATION SESSIONS:
6:30 & 7:30 P.M.

AUGUST 12, 13, 19, 
AND 26

99 BROCK ST W, UXBRIDGE

online at
www.thecosmos.ca

Check us out!

One Way of Looking At It
with Jai Darshanand



Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL
OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT:
Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries,
propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs, com-
puters, plumbing fixtures, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, ski
doos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc. NOTH-
ING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores,
factories. 905-952-9844   8/8  

Services
DAYCARE: Before and after school avail-
able until 5 p.m., at Coppins Corners. Buses
run into Goodwood Public and St. Joseph’s
Catholic Schools with Vanessa’s Daycare. 905-
649-5174, or email raegyn@vncontracting-
group.com   8/29

QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow
computer or worried you have a Virus? Need
backups or parts fixed? Call Kevin at
Alexander Computer Services. Three years
experience at a local computer shop. Mention
"cosmos" for a special deal. 416-629-6626 or
kevin@alexandercs.com   8/8

D.J. PAVING Asphalt, repairs, driveway
sealing, crack sealing, gravel, landscaping.
Free estimates. 905-904-3769.  8/8

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen
Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos &
Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences &
Gates. Home Improvements and Renovations.
Specializing in Custom Design Solutions. Call
Steve at Northwood Home Services 905-852-
1750   8/29

DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Walks and home visits. Call 905-862-
0522  8/29

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454  8/29

Wanted
HELP WANTED: Part-time position avail-
able 2 days per week at wine-making store in
Uxbridge. 905-862-2683   8/8

HELP WANTED: Tractor-trailer mechanic
required part-time for in-shop repairs. Call
905-852-3013 or fax resumé to 905-852-
9113   8/8

HELP WANTED:  Local residential construc-
tion company seeking an individual interest-
ed in joining our team of professionals cur-
rently building and renovating in the area.
Full-ime available. Provide cover letter and
resumé. Experience not required. 
905-649-5174,email raegyn@vncontract-
inggroup.com   8/29

IPAD 2: 32GB with WiFi, no cell phone.
Needed for school. 905-852-4676   8/8

For Sale
ANTIQUE:  Very old 45” round solid oak
table with 4 elephant legs; old wooden planes
- a rare find; chainsaw; weed eater. 905-852-
6229   8/8

VANITY: white, sink, top, taps included.
Good condition. 34”l x 23”d. $40. 905-852-
4676   8/8

WICKER BED SET: White wicker set for
couble bed includes headboard, bed frame

and box spring. 4-drawer wicker dresser and
wall mirror, too. $125. 905-852-7768   8/8 

For Rent
SHARE WHOLE HOUSE:  Everything

included. Large furnished bedroom for single,

working male. No smoking or pets. TV, park-

ing, internet available. $525/mo. 905-852-

4454   8/29

COUNTRY LIVING: Two bedroom modern

apartment. All inclusive-heat, hydro, wash-

ing, parking. No pets, no smoking. Ideal for

one person.  $750/mo. 905-655-3004

8/15

UXBRIDGE: Beautiful detached house. 4
bedrooms, two bathrooms with in-ground
pool. Attached garage, open concept kitchen
with walk out to deck. Pool cleaning, grass
cutting, and snow removal included.
Absolutely NO PETS. Must be seen!!  905-
642-0030   8/29

UXBRIDGE: 1 bedroom apt. Avail. immedi-
ately. $800 all incl. Parking, laundry, no
smoking or pets. Furnished or unfurnished.
416-805-3972   8/22

Events
BROOKDALE ENCORE YARD SALE:
Designer & vintage fashion, clothing, shoes,
handbags, accessories plus antiques, collecta-
bles and other great stuff! Sat., Aug. 10 at 8
a.m.  787 Brookdale Rd.

Lost
CAT: Very large, dark grey male cat. Missing
July 14. Very timid. If you see him, please
call Gina, 905-862-4084   8/8
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Garage Doors

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“This yoke is easy to bear,
and this burden is light.”

Matthew 11:30

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

MADE

IN

CANADA

9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR
is seeking additional performers

for September 6, 7, and 8. 
In demand are unique acts and 

talented performers. 
Call Shanie at 905-852-4655

to chat or audition.
Don’t be shy!

Helping you be ready for life! 

Best 5 year GIC rate 

2.66 % 
(Subject to minimums) 

Effective August 6, 2013 
 

LIFE INSURANCE YOU 

 

We can Help you. 

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,  

(905) 852-3184   www.investsmart.ca  



AWARDS DAY AT ELGIN PARK: Summer camp held its final bash, with

entertainment by the campers themselves. From top to bottom: Leah

Colligan dances

it up; Meghan

C a t h e r w o o d

goes bananas;

Emily Lashley-

Supergirl; and

D y l a n

C a l l a g h a n

strums a tune.

Are you a fan of all things Downton
Abbey? Consider joining a group of 30
individuals who are travelling to Toronto
to visit what the Toronto Star has said
"could be considered Toronto's
Downton Abbey."  

On Saturday, August 17, a bus is going
to Toronto's Spadina House Museum ,
and a private guided tour of the home
will be given.

Organized by the Bethesda-Reach
Women's Institute, refreshments and a
light dessert will be provided while par-
ticipants picnic in the museum's lush 5.7
acre gardens.

Spadina House and the Women's
Institute share an Edwardian-era (1901-
1910) bond, so it is fitting that the
trip is being organized as the history
portion of the group's annual rotation
of educational meeting and excursion
topics.

The Federated Women's Institute of
Ontario was founded in 1897 by
Adelaide Hunter Hoodless, a grieving

mother whose son had died from drink-
ing contaminated milk in 1889. She
wanted rural women to have access to
information on the subjects of home
management and motherhood, cam-
paigning for this up until her death in
1910.

Local chapters, called branches, were
formed all over Ontario, and many have
been celebrating their 100th anniver-

saries over the past few years.
At the same time as these branches were

forming, Spadina was House being built.
It originally sat on an 80 acre parcel of
farmland, but was reduced to 5.7 acres
after Albert Austin subdivided the land.
He remodeled the estate between 1898

and 1913, but retained the orchard,
grape vines, kitchen garden and formal
lawns and flower beds. 

The Austin family lived in the home
until 1978, when it was transferred to
the City of Toronto as a showcase of
architectural and interior design span-
ning periods from mid-Victorian times
to the 1930s. 

The museum declares that it "includes
items from both the Arts and Crafts and
Aesthetic Movements, as well as items in
the Art Nouveau and Art Deco styles."

Those who enjoy watching movies and
television shows such as Downton Abbey,
Titanic, Brideshead Revisited, and Pride
and Prejudice will enjoy the tour guide's
comments on how a well-to-do family,
along with their servants, lived in the
Toronto of the 1920s.

Tickets for the day are only $25 each,
and ticket holders may choose to board
the school bus at either Scugog Arena
parking lot at 8:30 a.m., or at the
Uxbridge Senior's Centre parking lot at
9:00 a.m. 
The tour runs from 10:30 to noon, and

will be followed by lunch and a free time
on the museum grounds. Participants are
asked to bring their own sandwich or
main course and juice, fruit, and cookies
will be available courtesy of the Women's
Institute. To secure your ticket, phone
Corinne Croxall at 905-
852-3925. Funds must be
received in advance of the
trip.
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways
and byways of Uxbridge Township?
The first person each week to call into

our office number, 905-852-1900, and
correctly identify the location of our photo,
will receive a prize; this week, it’s two tick-
ets for Maud at the Manse in Leaskdale.
Last week’s Viewpoints was not guessed.
Hint - when you figure it out, a BOOM will go
off!

Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE FOR THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!
WWW.THEMEATMERCHANT.CA

Summer Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix

Wholesale Prices  Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products  • Triple Mix

• Screenings    • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone  • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road    905-852-4974

Open to the Public - 
Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

The feature car at the Uxbridge Cruise In on Thursday evening was a 1953 Ford F100 pickup
owned by Gary and Sylvia Strutt of Scarborough. Photo by Rob Holtby.
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Women’s Institute created same time as
Toronto landmark

Photos by John Cavers
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What's Up in the August
Night Sky?

Chicken Little exclaimed, “The sky
is falling! The sky is falling!” 
You might be forgiven for feeling a

bit like the bantam chick on the
nights of August 11 and 12. This is
the peak of the annual Perseid mete-
or shower. They are named after the
constellation Perseus, because this is
the part of the sky from which all
the streaks and flashes of light seem
to originate.
In Greek mythology, Perseus killed

Medusa and rescued Andromeda,
daughter of Queen Cassiopeia and
King Cepheus. Their constellations
are all in the same part of the sky. 

To find Perseus, look in the north-
east about an hour after sunset.
Look for Cassiopeia, the big 'W'.
Perseus sits below this distinct con-
stellation, between it and the hori-
zon. Unless you are in a very dark
place, well away from the glare of
streetlights, the curving upside-
down 'Y' of Perseus will be difficult
to find. 

The radiant point of the meteor
shower lies at the tip of the 'Y', just
below the bottom star of Cassiopeia,
about where Perseus’ elbow points
out in the drawing. 

To observe shooting stars, it's best
to find a safe place, then sit back
facing the radiant point, and relax.
On a good night, with clear skies,
there may be 50 or so meteors an

hour. The thin waxing moon will set
early, so even the faintest of mete-
orites should show once it's com-
pletely dark.

Just don't expect anything like the
Chelyabinsk Meteorite that landed
in Russia last February. That was a
rocky asteroid which blew apart,
shattering windows. 

The Perseids are tiny dust and ice
particles left behind by the comet
Swift-Tuttle. They are so small and
fragile they burn up completely in
the atmosphere. No object from a
meteor shower has ever reached
Earth as a meteorite. 

Something more substantial to see
that same night is the planet Saturn.
Low in the southwest sky, complete-
ly opposite to Perseus, Saturn shines
near the bright star Spica. With
good binoculars or a small tele-
scope, and a clear, still sky, you
might just be able to make out
Saturn's rings, looking like handles
on either side of the bright “star”.
Saturn sets by 11:30, so it's a target
for the early part of your night-time
observations. 

Earlier in August it is possible to
see another planet, Venus. It's close
to the sun right now, so is visible in
the wester sky closer to sunset than
Saturn. On August 9th the waning
crescent moon appears just below
Venus hugging the western horizon.
Clear skies and binoculars might

give a nice view of the closest planet
in our solar system. 

The third cool thing to see
in August is the moon. It shines full
and bright on August 20th, rising in
the east as the sun sets in the west.  

However, the more interesting
time to look at our nearest space

neighbour is right at the end of the
month, early in the morning. At
this time two more planets, Jupiter
and Mars, are in close proximity to
the waning crescent moon. On
August 31st it's beside Jupiter, low
in the east before dawn begins to
break. One day later, on September
1st, it's moved down in the sky,
shining close to Mars. Rise and
shine early in the morning to catch
the dawn planet dance!

Don’t forget to send your nature ques-
tions to our Nature Nut at
TheNatureNut@bell.net

The Nature Nut 
with Nancy Melcher

Giant Hogweed has been found by
the Leaskdale Creek. It was on private
property, and was removed safely by
the property owners. It has been sug-
gested, however, that all residents
along the creek keep a careful watch
on any new foliage that may appear,
as this plant spreads fiercely and easi-
ly.

If you think you have seen Giant
Hogweed, call the Invading Species
Hotline at 1-800-563-7711 or report
the sighting online at www.invad-
ingspecies.com/Report.cfm. You will
be asked to send photos for identifi-
cation. 

GIANT HOGWEED
UPDATE


