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GLAMOUR ON ICE - Mackenzie Bent of Uxbridge (right) and Garrett Mackeen of Bowmanville were the stars of the Uxbridge Skating Club’s annual spring carnival, Puttin’ On the Hits, Saturday at the Uxbridge Arena.
Mackenzie and Garrett are the Junior Pairs International Bronze Medallists and are currently ranked 11th in the world. See more photos page 8.  Photo by Trevor Craig.
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Uxpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

Uxbridge Arts Association:  . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for May

Monday, May 7th
COMMITTEE    9:30 a.m.

Monday, May 14th
COUNCIL         9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, May 15th 7:00 p.m.
Committee of Adjustment Meeting

Monday, May 21st
NO MEETING - Victoria Day

Monday, May 28th
COUNCIL  -  7 p.m.

UXBRIDGE

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24 
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

“ IT'S MY TURN”
May 23-June 13, 10-10:45 am.  No Charge
Enjoy songs, stories, finger plays and activi-
ties to enhance development for toddlers.
Program leader will be Joan G., Durham
Region Early Literacy Specialist. Children to be
accompanied by adult. Sign up now in the
Children's Department as space is limited.

INDIVIDUAL COMPUTER TRAINING:
One-on-one guidance is available for your
computer needs, regardless of level of knowl-
edge. Bring your own laptop or use one of
ours! Contact Deanna at 905-852-9747,ext.32 or
email: deanna_gregorio@uxlib.com  for more
information.

A HUGE THANK YOU to the many resi-
dents of Uxbridge for supporting our gala
event to commemorate the 125th. anniversary
of the Uxbridge Library this year.  The evening
will remain a wonderful memory for all and we
especially thank our sponsors:  the Banh
brothers of Uxbridge Family Dentistry & Dr. Vi
Tu Banh & Associates Optometrist, Rutledge
Jewellers, Friends of the Library, Blue Heron
Books, BDO, Rotary Club of Uxbridge and
James Campbell Insurance. 
COMING MAY 23: Travelogue to the Falklands

and South Georgia
MAY 29: Olive Oil Tasting with Angelo of

Sarafino Foods

 

HUCK FINN 
10TH ANNUAL

YOUTH FISHING
DAY!

Saturday April 28th 
at Elgin Pond in Uxbridge

Parade at 9:15 am and 
Fishing from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. 
This is a completely free event 

for all participating youth.

Please be advised Main Street will be
closed from Mill Street to Elgin Park
Drive for the event from 8:30 am - 1:00
pm.  The street will be fully occupied
with booths, families and volunteers.

FROM THE TAX OFFICE...
2012 Interim Tax Bills

The SECOND INSTALLMENT is due and
payable on or before Monday, April 30, 2012.
Please pay promptly to avoid penalty.

Penalty/interest of 1.25% is added on the first
day of default and the first day of each calendar
month thereafter. Failure to receive a Tax Notice
does not excuse the taxpayer from responsibility
for payment of taxes nor liability for any penalty
or interest due to late payments.  The
penalty/interest charges cannot be waived or
reduced by the Tax Department or Council for
any reason.
Tax payments can be made by the following: In

person by Interac, Cheque or Cash, by Mail
(Post-dated cheques are accepted), telephone &
Internet banking, drop box, or at most financial
institutions.
If you did not receive your 2012 Interim Tax Bill,

please call the Tax Department at 905-852-9181
ext. 211. If a tax receipt for Income Tax purpos-
es is required for any previous year's taxes, a fee
of $10.00 plus HST will be charged.

BONNER BOYS SPLASH PAD

The Township of Uxbridge and the
Bonner Boys are now accepting dona-
tions from contractors and suppliers for
their help in the construction of the new
Splash Pad. Donation forms are available
at the Clerk’s Department at the
Township Office, 51 Toronto St. S. or on
the Township website
www.town.uxbridge.on. All donations will
be considered and reviewed.  Forms
must be submitted to the Township of
Uxbridge Clerks Department by May 4th,
2012. Thank you for supporting the
Bonner Boys Splash Pad!

PUBLIC NOTICE

Take notice that the Council for the
Township of Uxbridge has a contract
with Animal Licensing Services Ltd. to
conduct door-to-door dog tag sales.
Please be advised that these sales
will be conducted throughout the
Township.  

Inquiries regarding the door-to-door
sales should be directed to the under-
signed.  

Debbie Leroux
Clerk 

Business Building Forum
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Wed. May 2, 2012, 6-9 pm
Sunderland Town Hall, 120 River Street

Informative forum of guest & keynote speakers 
live demos by award-winning robotics teams

refreshments, networking, Q&A

Get motivated & inspired to build a business in north 
Durham. Learn from local business successes.
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QUOTE Q12-04
TREE PLANTING

Quotation forms may be picked up at the
Municipal Office at 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge, Ontario for tree planting
in the Township of Uxbridge. All trees
must be planted by June 15, 2012.

Quotation Closing: 
Tuesday, May 1, 2012 at 

2:00 p.m. local time.

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

EXTENDED HOURS

The Development Services Department
will be extending its hours of operation to
assist the public with their planning and
building projects on the following dates:

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, June 19, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Please use rear entrance. All other
departments will be open Monday to
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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The BIA is hosting an evening to showcase six
local businesses and provide our 250 businesses
a chance to network and discuss upcoming plans
and ideas, especially our HOOT promotion.
Uxbridge Library, lower level, 
Thursday May 24th, 2012 doors open 6:30pm.
Open house until 9pm. Refreshments served.
RSVP: Melanie Thornber
'businessfacilitator@uxbridgebia.ca'
905-852-9181 ext 406



An invitation to Bev Oda

This is an invitation to
International Development
Minister Bev Oda, who also hap-
pens to be the Member of
Parliament for Durham riding, to
use the space usually set aside for
my column to give her constituents
in Uxbridge an explanation regard-
ing her expenses at an international
conference in London, England,
last year.

This is not an idle invitation,
because I know Ms. Oda will see
this column. Part of her staff 's
duties is to peruse newspapers, par-
ticularly in Durham Region, and
collect any and all articles about her.
For those of you who are not aware

of this week's uproar over her high-
spending ways at the conference -
and I find it hard to believe there
are any who have not heard the
story prior to today - I direct you to

the story on page 14 of this issue.
There are a few things I would like

explained, something the minister
has chosen not to do so far. First
and foremost, I would like to know
why the five-star Grange St. Paul's
hotel was not to her liking. After all,
it was where the conference itself
was being held. To attend confer-
ence sessions, all she would have
had to do is leave her room, take the
elevator downstairs and walk into
the designated hall. Not only would
she have saved thousands of dollars
on luxury car rentals, she would
have also saved time. Lord knows,
politicians are forever telling us just
how full their schedules are.
Secondly, I would like her to tell us

just where her head was at. Never
mind that she tried to foist these
ridiculous expenses off on the tax-
payer; as a human being, wouldn't
the fact that the conference was all
about providing immunization to
some of the poorest children in

some of the poorest countries of the
world make her think twice about
paying $16 for a glass of orange
juice? Just to put that into perspec-
tive, I can literally feed myself for
three days on $16. How many food
items would $16 put into a bag at
the local food bank?
But, as the Ottawa Citizen stated in
an editorial, "It's not about the dol-
lar amount. It's about the attitude.
Whether it's $16 or $1,600, it's not
her money."

The same goes for the high-priced
cost of staying at the Savoy, the pre-
ferred hotel for royalty, Arab
princes, movie stars and Bev Oda.
Paying $665 a night for a room,
when she could have had a room for
$287 a night at the Grange St.
Paul's, and expecting the taxpayer
to pick up the tab is nothing less
than sheer arrogance. The price she
paid for one night's stay would
almost pay my rent for a month. It
is also a lot more money than many
of her constituents earn in a week.

As for riding around in her
$1,000-a-day limousine, did Ms.
Oda for one second give a thought
to thousands of poor Africans who
have to walk for miles just to get to
a source of drinking water? As she
nestled back in the soft leather seats,
going back and forth to the confer-
ence, did she give a thought to the
hundreds of thousands of impover-
ished children in Africa who face
starvation, disease and exploitation
on a daily basis?

Here in Uxbridge alone, we have
Ted Webb and his Africycle project;
the Ghana project, which sends

doctors and nurses to treat the sick;
and TV personality Mike Holmes,
who is working to help African
orphans. I doubt any of the people
involved in these projects have ever
had a $16 glass of orange juice.
They just see what needs to be done
and do it.

I would also like Ms. Oda to
explain why she reimbursed the tax-
payer - partially - only after the
story broke on Monday. It's been 10
months since the conference. Not
only that, but if, as her spokesman
said, the expenditures fell in line
with Treasury Board guidelines and
that when she travels Ms. Oda con-
siders "the most appropriate, cost-

e f fect ive
a c c o m -
m o d a -
t i o n s " ,
why did
she feel
the need to make the reimburse-
ment at all?

Indeed, there are several more
aspects about this affair that need
the minister's explanation, but I'll
settle for an answer to the ones I
have listed. She might not want to
offer an explanation to the rest of
Canada, but I think she owes it to
the people who actually voted for
her.

Tell me, am I wrong?
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Am I Wrong?       column by Roger Varley

FRIDAYS AT THE FOSTER 
CONCERT SERIES

Friday Evenings   7:30-8:30 P.M.
Admission: 

Donation at the Door

Thomas Foster Memorial
9449 Concession 7 (Durham 1)   4 km north of Uxbridge

www.fostermemorial.com
For more information call 905-640-3966 or e-mail 

bnortheast@powergate.ca

May 4 Poor Tom -
Celtic Duo

May 11 One Voice Choir 
May 18 Azalea 

- Folk/Pop Duo 
May 25 Marion Drexler

- Singer/Songwriter 
June 1 Tudor Consort Choir
June 8 Mary Dube & the

Brian Larter Band
June 15 Macullin -

Guitar/Vocals

June 22 Erwin Schack - 
Guitar

June 29 Diana Davis - 
Flute & Crystal Bowls

July 6 Kim Brown -
Guitar/Vocals

July 13 Jane Loewen
- Soprano

July 20 Richard Elliott 
- Guitar

July 27 Nancy Hall
- Guitar/Vocals

CLIP THIS - PUT IT ON YOUR FRIDGE!

 

PROFESSIONAL SHARED OFFICE

SPACE CLOSE TO HOME

TRADE
THIS...

FOR
THIS

SPEND LESS TIME IN THE CAR AND MORE TIME 
WORKING PRODUCTIVELY: JUST MINUTES FROM YOUR FRONT DOOR.

JOIN US FOR OUR UXBRIDGE GRAND OPENING
SATURDAY MAY 5TH - OPEN HOUSE (1 - 5 PM)

99 Brock Street West (above Pace Credit Union - rear entrance)
Snacks and refreshments will be served.

www.treehousebusinesscentres.com
Limited Memberships Available

UXBRIDGE
Manor & Spa
The Ultimate Spa Retreat

Monthly Promos and Trip
Giveaways
Every three months we offer you the
exclusive opportunity to win an All
Inclusive trip to Cuba for 2. 
Visit: www.uxbridgemanorandspa.com 

Tours by appointment only.
Call to make and
appointment 905-852-6047
email us at 
info@uxbridgemanorandspa
321 Feasby Road, Uxbridge

Mother’s Day Gift Cards
Treat mom to a pampering day at the spa!

We’re here to help moms relax, unwind
and refresh with rejuvenating spa services.

In the Spa
Nothing epitomizes the mission
at the Uxbridge Manor more
than our Spa Services. Our
treatments go well beyond
traditional pampering; from
our massages, facials, and body
treatments, to foot and hand
care and finishing touches, we
guarantee your satisfaction.
Take the Tour:
www.uxbridgespa.com

Celebrate Motherhood
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our two cents

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Another threat to downtown
If we needed another example of why municipal politicians don’t get as much sleep as
they might (and probably aren’t paid near as much as they should), take the propos-
al reported on in our story on page 11 - to put a branch of TD Canada Trust on the
north end of the Vince’s/Shoppers plaza. A difficult question with a lot of different
facets to it, and it’s small wonder the vote in the end was divided.

The first point of debate is that when the plaza was initially contemplated, the gen-
tlemen from Vince’s painted a picture with three elements: Vince’s, welcomed as a com-
petitor to Zehrs (although not much of a competitor price-wise, as it turned out);
Shoppers Drug Mart (relocated from downtown); and a third building of several storeys
in the north end, to be the site of apartments above and some commercial or profes-
sional tenants below.

Vince’s opened, Shoppers opened, but nothing happened to the north. Months and
years went by, and finally the eyesore of dirt and weeds was cleaned up, but no third
building materialized. When asked why, the developers said they hadn’t found the
main-floor tenants that would fund the rest of the building; one suspects they really
weren’t looking very hard, focussing on making a success of the two businesses already
in the plaza.

Now at last we have a tenant, but there’s no mention of a multi-storey building; the
residential component has been abandoned. In a community whose residential expan-
sion is considerably fettered by Oakridges Moraine and Greenbelt legislation, where
infill is the only real way to let our population grow, it seems a shame to let any resi-
dential possibility be tossed away so easily.

The other issue is the fear that TD’s establishment of a second branch in town is only
temporary, that it won’t be long before the downtown branch shuts its doors. When
Shoppers shifted southward, for a time it maintained a reduced version at its old site,
but after a while that quietly went away. Now there’s a new pharmacy in the same
place, ironically a reincarnation of one that had stood across Brock Street from the TD
Bank.  A pharmacy had occupied that space for decades - until last month.

Now there are far too many empty spaces along Brock Street, some which have been
unoccupied for years. The last thing Uxbridge needs is a vacancy on one of its major
intersections. On the one hand, it’s hard to deny TD the opportunity to go wherever it
wants, especially when two other major banks - RBC and Scotia Bank - are already in
the Toronto Street South corridor. And it’s about time something, anything, occupied the
northern end of the Vince’s plaza.

But Councillors Northeast and Molloy are right to worry about the long-term cost to
the downtown, and it’s a bit strange that the two most vocal proponents of a strong
downtown are from rural wards, resident in the hamlets of Goodwood and Zephyr
respectively, rather than the two men who represent Brock Street on council.

If TD does indeed abandon downtown in a few years, saying “I told you so” won’t
really do much good at all.  

Letters to the Editor    
Dave Jones (“Commentary” 19 April)
says that “Normally Jesus and his mean-
ing would have faded from awareness
but miraculously the true meaning of his
message began to dawn on his follow-
ers… It was like Jesus was still alive.”

If Jesus was a quack who believed He
was the Messiah, it is reasonable that he
might have allowed Himself to be cruci-
fied. But that would have been the
end… case closed. Would His disciples
still have put their own lives in danger
by proclaiming Him the Messiah?
Would they still have relinquished all
their possessions and undergone extreme
hardships and dangers to preach to the
world Jesus’ suffering, death, and resur-
rection? Is it possible a fraud could have
given to the disciples the impression that
he was a conqueror over death and the
grave, the Prince of Life: an impression
which lay at the bottom of their future
ministry? How could such a sham have
converted the known world within two
centuries? I submit that the understand-
ing of human nature necessary to swal-
low such hokum requires an act of faith
nothing short of miraculous. 

Blaise Thompson
Concession 5

Last week in the Cosmos, Mr. Dave Jones
wrote a scathing article on “The
foundering ship of Christianity.”
Christianity is a sinking ship, he pro-
claims, one short step away from the
abyss! His rationale? That public under-
standing of Christianity is growing lost
amidst a new generation. However,
there are some of us in this new genera-
tion, such as myself, who have examined
the structural integrity of this Christian
‘ship’ and found her to be true as ever!

Mr. Jones gives three reasons why we
should abandon ship: First, the New
Testament has been corrupted. Second,
there is no evidence for the Biblical
Jesus. Finally, all religions are essentially
different manifestations of the same true
divine Reality—the ‘ocean.’ Let’s exam-
ine these in turn.

After studying grandiose myth
accounts of the historical Jesus, you real-
ize they almost exclusively follow the
same pattern: 1) Jesus was a good man
or preacher. 2) The ‘true’ message of

Jesus has been corrupted. 3) Through
some elusive new insight they have
recovered the ‘true’ message of Jesus.
They all follow this pattern, and so does
Mr. Jones.
Contrary to popular belief, Christianity

is not a “faith without reasons” religion.
It is a historical religion - its truth or
falseness depends on events that
occurred at an actual place and time.
Many have claimed that the original
message of Jesus was tainted by the dis-
ciples or the early church. However,
there is literally not one lick of evidence
to support this claim; in fact, the evi-
dence that does exist supports the oppo-
site conclusion! In the field of historiog-
raphy there are criteria used to validate
ancient texts: the criterion of multiple
attestation, embarrassment, dissimilari-
ty, cultural references, frequency, and
coherence. All of these are fulfilled in the
New Testament documents. From this,
scholars have largely concluded the New
Testament is authentic in origin.

But the New Testament is also authen-
tic in transmission. Complete manu-
scripts of the New Testament have been
recovered (Codex Sinaiticus). But even
earlier, papyrus fragments such as p52
(John 18), p45 (Gospel of Acts), and
p46 (Letters of Paul) have been dated to
the 2nd-3rd century. From these early
sources, the important issues of textual
veracity have already been answered.
Therefore, it seems clear, the claim that
the New Testament is myth is nothing
but a sophomoric attempt to avoid the
conclusion that Jesus rose from the
dead.

When Mr. Jones states that “The Jesus
of the Bible has never been proven to
actually exist,” he is merely showing a
lack of understanding of the historical
critical method. For something to be a
historical ‘fact’ it doesn’t need to be
‘proven’ in the same sense scientific
claims are proven under a microscope.
(This would destroy the practice of his-
tory all together!) Rather, historians use
remnants of the past to decipher, like a
detective, the most probable situation.
This includes factors such as explanato-
ry power and scope, conformity to the
evidence, and logical consistency. All of
which the resurrection account in the
New Testament does best. So when

someone says that something is a histor-
ical ‘fact’ they’re not saying you can
examine it under the microscope.
They’re saying that it is by far the most
probable explanation. The evidence I
have summed above is only the tip of the
iceberg. Early historians such as Pliny,
Tacitus, Suetonius, Josephus, and more
attest to the early spread of Christianity.
This makes the resurrection account
incredibly difficult to deny with histori-
cal integrity.
This leads us to the ultimate conclusion

of Mr. Jones, that no religion as it stands
is really ‘true’, but that all religions are in
some way a manifestation of the true
divine Reality—the ‘ocean.’ The true
essence of the divine is in everything, it
enlivens us when we are formed and
when we die, it remains. It is “the eternal
realm of oneness, unity and perfec-
tion… within us right now.”

Surely I’m not the only one who sees
the obvious flaws with this. He begins
by saying all religions don’t know any-
thing about the true divine reality, and
then proceeds to tells us everything
about the divine reality! Well, which is
it? Can we know things or not? His view
is literally self-defeating.
The final thing I’ll say about Mr. Jones’

commentary is that despite his condem-
nation of Christianity for lacking histor-
ical evidence (although I’ve clearly laid
some out), his presentation on the
divine is equally lacking not only proof,
but any form of justification whatsoever.
It is literally just his opinion of what
things should be, but then why should
anyone else accept it?

I hope this investigation has opened
some eyes to the flaws of ‘myth’ accounts
of the resurrection and enlivened many
to the historical and factual nature of the
Christian tradition and just how hard it
is to escape the conclusion that Jesus
rose from the dead in an act of grace
towards all humanity. Christianity is not
in danger of sinking, but rather, sails on
with more fervor than ever!

Jeremy Dawson
Uxbridge
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Wishes do come true
Well, it's done. I have made a dead man very happy. I hope.

My little family and I just got back from a whirlwind trip to Walt Disney World. We left after work on a
Friday, arrived there on Saturday after driving straight the way through, regrouped and slept and swam on
the Sunday, and donned our mouse ears on the Monday. I was quite all Disney'd out by Thursday at quarter
to one in the morning when we finally left the Magic Kingdom. I think even the girls were all Disney'd out,
and that's really saying something. But Disney promises to make wishes come true, make memories happen,
blah blah blah. And I think that's what we did, thanks to my dad.

I'm not being morbid, my father really did play a huge part in our hollies, and I think he's finally at peace.
Not that I have any evidence that he wasn't otherwise.

When my paternal grandfather was alive, he loved to save his pennies and take the whole family on holi-
days. I was last in Disney World in 1982, right when Epcot was being built, when Grandpa took me, my broth-
er, Mom, Dad, and my uncle and his then-girlfriend, and my grandma, of course, for a grand two-week hol-
iday to Florida. We had a wonderful time, and it was fun showing my girls some of the spots that we have
seen in slides and pictures from that trip. 

“Hey Mom, that's the rhino that Poppa loved, poking that man's bum!” my youngest exclaimed when we
went on a particular safari ride. I had told them about how much my dad had loved that ride, and we had a
picture of that particular scene. When my grandfather passed away, he had a house safe that contained
money that my dad knew was being saved for another family holiday, albeit my grandmother and uncle had
long since passed away. Dad informed us (my brother and I) that he was going to add to the funds and try
to take his granddaughters on a holiday just like the one we had been on. Eleven people take awhile to save
up for, so the safe sat in my parents' basement and slowly accumulated funds.

My father died before he could see his dream become a reality, and in the aftermath of that, my brother
and I focused on my mom and her declining health. The safe sat. My mom passed away only three months
after my dad, and on the afternoon she died, my husband, my brother, his wife and myself sat in the living
room of the house we had grown up in and talked about what the heck to do with everything. Sounds horri-
ble, putting it like that, but anyone who's ever been through it knows that we weren't being greedy, just
shocked and realistic. We knew that the safe sat downstairs, and we talked briefly about its contents, and
what we would do with them. We chatted for a little while about how great it would be to have Dad's dream
come true and go to Florida, the nine of us. Well, for reasons that best belong to my brother, he and his fam-
ily went on their own later on that same year. And a couple of times after that. Now, Dad's money didn't fund
all three trips, but it did help on the first one, at least, so I guess he knew that half the dream had come true,
and I hope he was okay with the fact that we weren't all together.

My family had a different agenda, but the money never got forgotten about, and we finally bit the bullet
late last year and decided we were going to go, no matter what. Two girls could celebrate their birthdays in
the week that we were there (one on Tuesday, one on Thursday) and we would make a giant celebration of
it. 

And celebrate we did. We'd never taken a family holiday like it, and we princessed and Mickeyed and
walked until we all thought we'd fall over. Autographs galore. Dinner with the princesses. Three kids being
shuffled off to wait while Mom and Dad ride the thrill rides. Good times indeed.

I cried when I awoke on Friday morning remembering a dream I had just finished about my parents. They
looked good. They looked healthy. They looked like they knew where I was, and what I had done, and they
were satisfied. Never mind that my dad was wearing a pilot's uniform (I'm not sure where that came from),
but the hug he gave me in my dream was real. The joy on my mom's face was real. And in those few moments
after my dream but before I opened my eyes, I tried desperately to thank them, to tell them in words what
a wonderful gift they had given us. I don't think they heard me, but I hope they know. We will never take
another trip like that one, and I really do hope that we made some memories that the girls will take with
them forever.

Thank you, Dad, for our fabulous holiday. You were there every second, both of you. And just so you know,
the jungle safari ride hasn't changed a jot since you saw it last. Who knows, maybe you see it every day.
Enjoy.

the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

That which endures
It surfaced a few months ago. We found it along an old, stone foundation during

some renovations at our house (built in the 1920s). And while this piece of history wasn't nearly as old as the
house, it dated back nearly that far. It was an empty Coca-Cola bottle. You know, those short, stubby ones, some-
times made of blue-green glass, but more often clear - the ones that were a perfect fit in your hand. Our artefact
came from an era when the Coke slogan (c. 1938) was: “The best friend thirst ever had.”

Like the slogans, this bottle was a unique survivor of an era when Coke featured its first radio ads, expanded
production into more than 40 countries (including a bottling plant in Uxbridge) and when its corporate execs decid-
ed they’d better keep Coke's original formula secret. When I spotted the bottle in the dirt, I couldn't believe it had
survived. But that's not the oddest thing I've ever seen survive the wear of earth, water and time.

During a trip overseas some years ago, my wife and I visited Hadrian's Wall, in northern England. There along
the 120-kilometre-long stone barricade designed to keep the Celts out of Roman-occupied Britain, we visited an
unearthed Roman fort. Of course, it had the usual surviving stone tablets, iron spears and breastplates. But what
surprised us was the existence of cloth garments, a pair of sandals and even a parchment birthday greeting. All
had survived more than 2,000 years in the ground.

Even more amazing to me, however, are the stories of human survival. About a week ago, in a feature I wrote
for the National Post, I recounted three human tales of survival from the greatest nautical disaster of all - the sink-
ing of RMS Titanic on April 15, 1912. Late that night, a hundred years ago, an 18-year-old purser, named Steve
Prentice, was clinging to the stern of an almost vertical Titanic, just before the ship sank.

“There were a thousand people aboard, just waiting for death,” he told me in 1978. He let go of the stern and
dropped passed the propeller blades. “I hit the water with a terrific crack. I was all alone … I felt myself freez-
ing up. Then, a passing lifeboat picked me up and saved me.”

As amazing as it seems, two years later (1914), purser Prentice was aboard Oceanic, another Atlantic liner, on a
trip from New York to Europe. With war just declared, the ship was commandeered by German officers, turned into
a gunboat and sunk off the Shetland Islands. He survived that sinking too, as well as service in the army in both
World Wars!
Of course, they say the most remarkable survivors are politicians. They said it of President Franklin D. Roosevelt.

They said it of “The Iron Lady,” Britain's Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. They said it of the man who brought
charisma to Canadian politics, Prime Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau, until that night of his fabled “walk in the
snow.” 

“I walked until midnight in the storm,” Trudeau said on Feb. 29, 1984. “Then I went home and took a sauna for
an hour and a half. It was all clear. I listened to my heart and saw if there were any signs of my destiny in the
sky, and there were none - there were just snowflakes.” He retired shortly after.

Canadian literature has given us iconic survivors. Lucy Maud Montgomery gave us Anne (of Green Gables)
Shirley. Margaret Laurence created Hagar Shipley in Stone Angel, while W.O. Mitchell created Jake and the Kid.
And while you won't immediately recognize Sam Slick, the character created by Maritime author Thomas Chandler
Haliburton, you'll recognize the clichés he invented: “The early bird gets the worm,” was a Sam Slick-ism. So was
“A stitch in time saves nine.” 
I've just returned from a tour of the battlefields of France and Belgium, where there are no more enduring words

than those of a Canadian medic in the Great War.
“In Flanders Fields the poppies blow, between the crosses row on row,” John McCrae wrote in May 1915.
Most don't realize that McCrae composed those lines as he presided over the funeral of fellow soldier Alexis

Helmer, who died at the second battle of Ypres. Also not widely known is that McCrae apparently created the poem
in 20 minutes, then discarded the first draft, only to have it saved by some of his comrades in the medical corps.
It was published on Dec. 8 that year. And while his famous poem survived the Great War, McCrae did not. He died
in January 1918, after contracting pneumonia and then cerebral meningitis.

“If ye break faith with us who die,” he wrote in the final lines, “we shall not sleep, though poppies grow in
Flanders Fields.”

Remarkable how such things as cola bottles, political careers and poems survive when so much that seems more
permanent, does not.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Cassibo

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

BE PROUD OFBE PROUD OF
YOUR SMILE!YOUR SMILE!

“Your Confi dent Smile Is Our Goal”

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.
Port Perry

905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161



The panic over wills

With summer just around the corner,
lawyers are finding their schedules filling
up with clients who need a will before they
leave on their much-deserved vacations.
Why is the thought of crossing the Atlantic
with an out-of-date will the number one
reason to update it? Why doesn’t a first
home, a marriage, a common-law relation-
ship, or even a divorce trigger the same
inner panic associated with the need to
have a current will before a trip? The
answer is easy: at home you feel safe.
Travelling to and from Spain on an air-
plane, on the other hand, could be a life-
threatening experience. Our human nature
dictates we prepare for the worst before a
trip.
In fact, there is one event that should trig-

ger “Will Panic” more than any other: your
wedding day. This is for one very good

reason; the will you did when you were sin-
gle is no longer valid. The Estate Laws of
Ontario state that when you get married,
your will is revoked. Unfortunately this
also means that the government dictates
how your estate is divided. For instance,
your spouse will not receive your entire
estate if it is over $200,000 and you have
children. Instead there is a nasty formula
that estate lawyers must follow.
For those of you wondering how to fit the

signing of your will in between your wed-
ding ceremony and your 6 a.m. departure
for your honeymoon, rest assured that you
can do a will that states it is in contempla-
tion of your upcoming marriage. This way
when your spouse surprises you with an
excursion to swim with sharks on your
honeymoon, you can stare into the eyes of
Jaws without any reservations... except of
course “why on earth did I agree to swim
with sharks?”

Unlike marriage, divorce does not have

the same catastrophic result on your Will.
Once divorced, your Will is still valid.
However, if you appointed your ex-spouse
as the executor of your estate or named
them as a beneficiary, then those sections
are invalid. The rest of your will remains
valid. Your ex-spouse will not receive any
part of your estate or have the authority to
act as executor unless you do a new will
naming them as a beneficiary and/or
executor. While this may provide some
relief, it is still a good idea after a divorce is
finalized to review your will with a lawyer
to ensure that it reflects your wishes and
the intentions of a separation agreement or
court order, if applicable.

If you think that none of this really
applies to you because you don’t have a will
to update and you’re in a common-law
relationship anyhow, then keep reading.
The Estate Laws of Ontario do not provide
for any distribution to common-law spous-
es when a person dies without a will. This

means that your com-
mon-law spouse is not
automatically entitled
to your estate. Your
common-law spouse
may have a right to sup-
port under other areas
of the law (ie. family
law) but he or she will
have to make a claim
against the estate in
order to enforce this
right. Any control you
could have had over the
distribution of your
estate is lost when you
die without a will. The
stress on a family can be
immense and severely
outweighs the amount
of time and money you
will put into a will.

If this sounds impor-
tant… it is. The laws
surrounding wills and
estates are complex.
Don’t use a vacation as
your only reason to
make or update your
will. If you are starting
to experience “Will
Panic”, make an
appointment with your
lawyer to discuss your
estate plan. Control
over your estate should
always remain with
you.

Caitlin Tarves is a
lawyer with Wilson
Associates, a member of
the Uxbridge Chamber
of Commerce.
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The Voice of Business     
column by Caitlin Tarves

Scenes from the Run
for the Diamond

Photos by 
Stuart Blower



While assisting uniformed
officers with an ongoing mis-
chief investigation in
Uxbridge, a Durham Police
helicopter was struck several
times with a high powered
laser beam this weekend. An
Uxbridge woman was arrest-
ed after the incident.

On Saturday April 21, at
approximately 7:50 p.m.
North Division officers were
investigating a mischief inci-
dent on Victoria Street in
Uxbridge, involving three
teens causing property graffi-
ti damages to the Uxbridge
train station. The com-
plainant reported he had
been struck by a laser beam
by the suspects before they
fled the scene on foot.
The helicopter arrived in the

vicinity to assist with the
investigation and was repeat-
edly struck by the laser beam,
interfering with the pilot’s
ability to safely navigate the

aircraft. At the time, Air1
was hovering about 5000 feet
above the town of Uxbridge.
The tactical flight officer’s
ability to operate the police
equipment on the helicopter
was also hindered. The laser
strikes on the aircraft were
multiple and lasted several
minutes.

The craft landed safely on
the property of North
Division on Highway 12
shortly afterwards and the
pilot attended the local hos-
pital for precautionary med-
ical attention and was later
released. The flight officer
was not injured. Air1
returned to the Oshawa
Airport hours later.

Investigators were able to
successfully identify
the source of the beam
coming from a nearby
residence on Cedar
Street in Uxbridge.
Officers attended and

found the accused in posses-
sion of a high-powered Class
3A green laser. The investiga-
tion continues.

Melissa Perry, age 20 of
Cedar Street in Uxbridge is
charged with: Mischief
Endangering Life; Assault
with a Weapon and
Common Nuisance. The
accused was further charged
with Project a Bright Light at
Air Source under the
Canadian Aviation Act and
Interfere with Performance of
Duties of any Crew Member
and Lessen the Ability of Any
Crew Member to Perform
Duties under the Aeronautics
Act.
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COMING TO FOXBRIDGE....   CLIFF ERICKSON
SUN., APR. 29  5 P.M.  $30 DINNER AND SHOW, $10 JUST SHOW

ONE MAN, ONE GUITAR, ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES.  905-852-7962

24TH ANNUAL

ANNIVERSARY SALE
SATURDAY

APRIL 28TH

Uxbridge woman charged in
laser attack on helicopter

Owner Vasilli Pantelidis recently present-
ed the prizes to all the winners in four
age categories in Select Art Galleries’
Easter Art Contest for Uxbridge young
people. In the upper photo are (L to R)
Calum Simpson, 4 (3rd prize), Reese
Walker, 5 (2nd) and Grace Van Nostrand,
5 (1st). The middle photo shows (L to R)
Emily Brown, 7 (3rd), Reilly Lavery, 8
(1st) and Ben McMullen, 7 (2nd). In the
lower photo are Alexis McKinney, 10
(1st), Olivia Gibson, 15 (3rd), Emily
Gibson, 11 (3rd) and Jessica Pollard, 11
(2nd). Not shown are brothers Braden
and Ryan Lamoureux, who placed 2nd
and 1st in the high school category.
Shown below is Grace’s entry; we’ll pub-
lish the other top entries in coming
weeks.          Photos by Conrad Boyce.



by Nancy Melcher

A local family who lost a member
to suicide is reaching out to help
others with mental illness. The
First Annual Ryan “Chisel”
Vanderpost Memorial Golf
Tournament & Dinner will be

held on Saturday May 2, at
Foxbridge Golf Club, Uxbridge. 
Ryan got his nickname “Chisel”

while working at the Tim
Horton's Kananaskis Children's
Ranch on the maintenance staff.
His love of the outdoors flour-
ished there while spending time

with the kids after his
workday finished. A
graduate of Uxbridge
Secondary School,
and student at
Waterloo University,
he died in late April
2011, at the age of 19. 

The family estab-
lished a trust fund in
Ryan's memory, with
the funds supporting
the Tim Hortons
C h i l d r e n ' s
Foundation, which

helps send underprivileged chil-
dren to summer camps across
Canada, including the
Kananaskis Children's Ranch.
They raised $7,500 for the fund
after Ryan's funeral from dona-
tions in lieu of flowers.

Participants in the golf tourna-
ment will play nine holes, start-
ing at 2:00 PM with a shotgun
start, and all have a chance to
win the $10,000 prize money for
a hole-in-one. Each hole has
been sponsored by local busi-
nesses, and many have also pro-
vided door prizes and auction
items. 

Supper is included, with steak
dinner on the
menu. There will
be both live and
silent auctions
during the
evening. One of
the big prizes is a
weekend pass to
a NASCAR
event in
M i c h i g a n .
Proceeds from
the event will go
towards Mental
Illness Awareness
and Suicide
Prevention in
the community.

Tickets are
available from
Foxbridge Golf
Course, and
prices are as fol-
lows: Golf/din-
ner $74, Golf
only $40,
Dinner only
$40. To reserve a
foursome or sin-
gle, contact
Foxbridge at dar-
rick@foxbridge-
golf.ca or 905-
852-7962. 
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Tournament benefits suicide prevention
Scenes from
the
Uxbridge
Skating Club
Spring
Carnival

Photos by Trevor Craig
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Uxbridge
Experience

2012

THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN THE GTA

Hiking and Biking

Attractions & Events

Destination Shopping

Entertainment

Restaurants & Eateries

Artisans & Galleries

Accommodations

EXPERIENCE

UXBRIDGE
An exciting and beautiful
new publication extolling
the virtues of Uxbridge
Township is coming to
visitors’ centres across the
GTA. 20,000 copies of
this full-colour glossy
booklet will attract a host
of new customers to your 
business or attraction.
For advertising rates and
editorial opportunities,
call Conrad Boyce now 
at 905-852-1900.   

Joseph Gould the rebel
Joseph Gould School is named after one of
the Quaker founders of Uxbridge, so it is sur-
prising to link him with the Rebellion of
1837, 175 years ago. On Wed. May 2nd at 7
p.m., in the museum schoolhouse Historian
Allan McGillivray's presentation will explain
Joseph Gould's and others’ reasons for getting
involved in this rebellion. He will also explain
why they lost the battle but won in the end.
This presentation is open to the public and
may be especially interesting to students.
Among displays in a cabinet at the Historical

Centre (Museum ) is a spear used in the rebel-
lion, a carpet bag belonging to Joseph Gould,
an attaché case (portfolio) and a few
Rebellion boxes. A favourite is the wooden
Rebellion box, 4” x 2” carved by Joseph
Gould for his future mother-in-law Ruth
James. The top and sides have tiny printing in
India ink. The lid says “A present to Ruth
James from Joseph Gould whilst confined in
Toronto Gaol for High Treason July 19,
1838” Rebellion box sides represent prisoners
still strongly held democratic ideals. One side
of Mr. Gould's says “A few seem favorites of
fate, In pleasure's lap carest, Yet think not all
the rich and great, Are likewise truly blest; ...”
The museum archives hold many interesting

things about the Rebellion including an orig-

inal of a letter, dated Aug. 8, 1938, sent to
Mr. Gould's friend James P. Plank. He speaks
about how Fort Henry is a much healthier
place for prisoners than Toronto. The letter
includes a poem he wrote “Life is but a day at
most, Sprung from night in darkness lost, The
poor mortals here but borrow, A moment's
joy from month's of sorrow.”  He ends with
“Meanwhile I remain a prisoner, your humble
friend and well wisher.”

An original of a Proclamation states
“Proclamation A.D. 1837 by his excellency
Sir Frances Bond Head, Baronet, Lieutenant
Governor of Canada, to the Queen's Faithful
Subjects in Upper Canada”. It offers a thou-
sand pound reward for the leaders like
William Lyon Mackenzie and lesser awards
for other rebels. 

The archives also have an original copy of
“The Life and Times of Joseph Gould” by W.
H. Higgins published in 1887, which
includes Gould's personal account of the
Rebellion.

These artifacts and archival material help to
illustrate the important role the Uxbridge
Historical Centre and its staff play in preserv-
ing our history. 

spring
studio
tour2012
Saturday May 5 • Sunday May 6 • 10 am to 5 pm

Brochures (with map) will be
available at most Port Perry 
businesses & public venues
Info: 905-985-7418      

www.scugogstudiotour.ca

29 juried artists and artisans 
invite the public to a 
self-guided tour    

FREE ADMISSION

Celebrate Mother’s Day early at the
Lake Scugog



Spring weather! One of these days
things will change. Stand by...
Men's Breakfast will amalgamate with

the Canadian Bible Society Annual
Breakfast at St. Paul's Leaskdale
Church on Sat. May 5 @ 8:30 a.m.
Cost is $5.00 and all are welcome.
Guest speaker is Joel Coppieters,
author of 'The Power of the Spoken
Word'. Music with Miriam Smith.
An offering will be received in support

of the Canaadian
Bible Society...

Our thoughts are
with Audrey Morning

(Stiver), who is recovering from sur-
gery at Southlake Regional Health
Centre in Newmarket. Audrey grew up
in this community, but has lived in the
Kettleby area for a number of years.
Best wishes for better health, Audrey...

Sincere sympathy is extended to
Peggy Webb and family on the sudden
death of Keith Webb. A memorial serv-
ice and gathering will take place Sun.
May 6 @ 1:30 p.m. at the Uxbridge

Legion for his many relatives and
friends...
The Lucy Maud Montgomery Society

is having its annual Antique and Plant
Sale on Sat. May 12 in the gymnasium
at St. Paul's Leaskdale Church. This is
the first of many planned events for
2012 by this hardworking group. Your
support is appreciated...

Zehrs tapes are always welcomed by
the Women's Association of St.Paul's
Leaskdale. Recently an amount of
more than $400 was received toward
their charities.

Teens and Mental Health
Part 1: Talking About
Mental Illness

by Maggie and 
Gareth Anderson

USS has had way more than its share
of teen tragedies over the last few
years, as we all know so unfortunate-
ly. Teen suicide is a frightening issue,
and one many of us (adults and teens
alike) just feel so uncomfortable about
that we often don't talk about it. It's
so important that this changes, and
Tiger Talk will be exploring the broad
issue of teen mental health over the
next few weeks.

Our first topic this week is the sub-
ject of mental illness, something USS
students learned about through a very
moving presentation last Friday by
the Durham TAMI (Talking About
Mental Illness) Coalition. 
TAMI is a group of community part-

ners with a shared mission and pur-

pose: to increase the knowledge of
and decrease the stigma associated
with mental illness. TAMI Guest
speaker Ivor came to share his very
real and very personal story of his life-
long battle with schizophrenia. 

Ivor explained that coming from a
very difficult family background,
including alcoholic parents, at the age
of 13 he began to hear voices that
scared him very much. He said he was
probably suffering from depression
before this time as well. 
When Ivor told his parents what was

happening, they ignored him and said
he had to “be a man.” He became
more and more withdrawn, his
schoolwork suffered, and his only sol-
ace was in the guitar. He tried to com-
mit suicide, but eventually found his
way to help through Canadian
Mental Health Association (CMHA)
housing. There he met his wife, con-
tinued his love of music, and he says
he found hope and help. 

Ivor has been speaking on behalf of
TAMI for 10 years. And while his
story is specific to a particular mental

health condition, he
could not emphasize
enough, more gener-
ally, how it's the
'speaking' that's so
important. Ivor

stressed how essential it is for anyone
with mental health concerns of any
kind to talk about their feelings and
their fears, so they can connect with
people who care.

We learned that one out of five peo-
ple will have a mental illness in their
lifetime, but 80% will not tell anyone.
Interestingly, we found out that men-
tal illness is most common among
seniors than any other group in the
population. But teens most certainly
can also face mental illness, and (more
broadly) mental health among teens is
a critical issue. 

The TAMI speakers made the point
that everyone feels sad  and anxious
now and then, and that's natural. But
sometimes the sadness is so severe that
normal things that would make a per-
son happy no longer do it. Or stress
can take over, and make someone
think the future is bleak. That's when
depression is more serious and needs
more attention. Again, the speakers
encouraged us strongly to talk about
our feelings, so someone else can be

aware of what is going on with us.
Ivor's story - sometimes funny,

sometimes very upsetting - did just
what was intended:  it got USS stu-
dents talking about the subject of
mental health and mental illness. It
helped us see someone with a mental
illness differently. The entire student
body stood up to honour Ivor's hon-
esty and bravery in sharing what he
did with us. 
The TAMI website (tamidurham.ca)

has a wealth of information for stu-
dents, including all kinds of resources
for help if a student is feeling hopeless

or lost. We know none of this is easy,
the issues facing teens are complex,
and each teen has his or her own
unique situation and challenges. In
our upcoming columns, we're going
to explore further what USS is doing
around the issue of mental health, and
what Uxbridge (through places like
the Youth Centre) is doing as a com-
munity. We hope you stay tuned for
more, and we welcome any feedback
or input from students and readers
alike.

Thurs., Apr. 26 SOUP LUNCH 11am-1pm
Goodwood United Church. $3 for soup, home-
made bread, dessert and beverage. 

Sat., Apr. 28, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4+ km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  No
dogs please.  Bob Comfort 905-473-2669.

Sat., Apr. 28  Huck Finn Youth Fishing
Day  Elgin Pond. Parade at 9:30, fishing from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Everybody welcome.

Sat., Apr. 28  Rising Stars Concert
Sponsored by Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust.
7:30 p.m. St. Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church. See page 13 for more.

Sat., Apr. 28  Chances Are Jewellery Sale
See page 14 for more.

Apr. 28-29 Artists of Uxbridge 6th
Annual Art Show & Sale 10 am to 4 pm,
Lodge Hall, Historical Centre.

Sun., Apr. 29 Community Tree Planting
Event 9:30 a.m. Maplebridge. See page 11 for
more.

Sun., Apr. 29, Monday Morning Singers
celebrates ten years together. St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 3:00 p.m. Tickets $15.00 at Presents,
Presents or at the door. Children free.  Guests
actor Kenneth Welsh, soprano Maggie Anderson,
Harcus Henniger, horn player, bassist Edward
Tait, and percussionist Daniel Simmons.

Sun., April 29 - WHISKEY JACK in concert at
St. Paul's Leaskdale. Enjoy an intimate afternoon
of bluegrass/roots music and stories by one of
Canada's longest running bluegrass/country com-
bos. Opening the show will be LUCK OF THE
DRAW, an exciting new combination of  seasoned
local musicians featuring the dynamic vocal and
instrumental stylings of Chris Saunders, Carlie
Laidlaw, Haydee Grant, and Michelle Charlton.
2:00 pm - $20.00 per person. Tickets online at:
www.cootentertainment.ca  Also available at Blue
Heron Books; Leaskdale Country Store; or phone
416-540-9831.

Wed., May 2  Uxbridge Prayer Breakfast
7-9 a.m. Wooden Sticks. Guest speaker Neil
Hetherington, CEO of Habitat for Humanity
Toronto.

Wed., May 2  Annual Meeting of Friends’
Meeting House, 1 p.m. Meeting Room of St.
Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian Church. All wel-
come.

Wed. May 2 at 7 pm in the museum school-
house, The Uxbridge-Historical Society presents
The Involvement of Uxbridge in the
Rebellion of 1837. Learn why important citi-
zens like Joseph Gould rebelled and why they lost
the battle but in the end won. Presenter: Historian
Allan McGillivray. Donations welcome.

May 3-5  Uxperience - Out of this World
Music Hall, tickets at Sugar FX. See more page
13.

Fri., May 4  The 4th Annual Free Concert for
Flag of Love Day Zephyr United Church at
8:00 PM. A great mix of music will entertain you,
from the Ladies in the White Diamond Quartet, to

the Band, Heavy Traffic. Gary McLaughlin will
sing some crowd pleasers, and Mary Dube and
the Brian Larter Band will perform original and
popular tunes. Food donations will be accepted
for the Uxbridge Food Bank and money donations
will be given to the Uxbridge/Scugog Animal
Shelter Building Fund. Flag of Love Day encour-
ages positive acts of care and kindness on May
4th and throughout the year. May the Fourth be
with you.

Fri., May 4, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10 km moderate
to fast pace hike in Walker Woods. There are hills.
No dogs please.  Meet at parking area on the
east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd.
21 at Albright Rd.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

May 4 and 5, the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club will
be holding a tag day for the benefit of
Cystic Fibrosis Research at several locations in
Uxbridge. For enquiries or if you wish to volunteer
to help in this worthy cause, please contact Kin Jim
Campbell at 905 852 6086.

Sat., May 5, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km mod-
erate pace hike Al Shaw side Trail. No dogs
please. Meet at the trail entrance on the west side
of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., May 5 The Uxbridge Branch of the
Canadian Bible Society is holding it’s annual
breakfast AGM meeting starting at 8.30am at St.
Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Leaskdale. Special
music by Miriam Smith, Guest Speaker Joel
Coppieters. Breakfast cost is $5.00 and paid at
the door. A free will offering will be received in
support of the work of the Canadian Bible Society.
Please contact Jim Campbell 905 852 6086.

Sat., May 5  Gimme Shelter Fundraiser In
benefit of new animal shelter. Buffet dinner, wine
at the table, cash bar, entertainment by Thomas
Baker, Wendell Ferguson and Kathy
Normandeau, along with fabulous live and silent

auction prizes.6 p.m. Skyloft Ski Resort. Tickets at
Blue Heron Books, Ron Noble Insurance, The UPS
Store.

Sat., May 5 The Goodwood Girls are hosting
their 6th annual YARD SALE & BBQ FOR THE
CURE @ the Goodwood Lions Hall on Front St.
north of Hwy. 47 in Goodwood.  The doors will
open @ 8:00 am and all proceeds will go to help
our team fundraise for the Weekend to End Breast
Cancer.  For any
enquiries, call Colleen White @905-649-2869.

Sun., May 6, 10:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2.5 hr., 10 km
moderate pace hike on Uxbridge Township land.
There are some hills.  Bring lunch and drinks.
Meet at roadside parking at Brock Rd. and
Albright Rd.  Grace Moores 905-263-4300.

Sun., May 6 Goodwood Baptist Church hosts a
Gospel Sing with Brian & Ron Evans, Ralph
Sider, & Jim Wagg on Sunday May 6th at 11am.
All welcome.

Sun., May 6 Music Fest Reachview Village,
from 10-11a.m. We would love to see some new
faces.  The audience is very appreciative of all
kinds of music, story-telling, dancing, poetry,
clowning...t he sky's the limit!  For more informa-
tion please contact Jo at 905-852-6487.

Sun., May 6  A Concert in the Afternoon
With Tudor Singers, Uxbridge Youth Choir, Bella
Nove. 3 p.m. Historic Leaskdale Church.
Sponsored by LMMSO. Tickets $10 at door.

Fri., May 11, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr., 12 km
loop hike on the Brock Tract.  There are some hills.
Meet at the parking area on the east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21.  Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Sat., May 12, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4+ km
moderate pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail.  There are some hills.  No dogs please.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  Russ
Burton 905-830-2862.

Sat. May 12, 5 - 7 PM - St. Paul's Annual
Old Time Baked Ham and Scalloped
Potatoes Supper including Veg, Delicious
Desserts, Tea, Coffee and Juice. Adults $ 12,
Children ( 5 - 12) $ 6, Preschoolers Free. All wel-
come. St. Paul's Anglican Church, 59 Toronto St.
S. Advance tickets available at the church office or
buy at door. Helping to fund church & community
outreach projects. Sponsored by Mens Fellowship
Group.

Sat., May 12  Home & Garden Show &
Sale  St. Paul’s, Leaskdale, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sponsored by the LMMSO. See page 15 for
more. 

Zumba - calorie-burning, fun fitness program
based on latin dance. No dance experience nec-
essary! Give it a try for $2 (donated to Precious
Minds). Drop-in classes. Sandford Community
Centre,  Tues/Thurs 7:30-8:30. For info email
wenszumba@yahoo.ca or call Wendy at 647-
234-7478. 

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good spring and sum-
mer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at cosmosboyce@pow-
ergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The deadline for our
next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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Coming Up

ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

 

Leaskdale News 
with Helen Harrison

Tiger Talk



New TD Bank branch approved: In a
recorded vote, Uxbridge council gave
the green light Monday to the construc-
tion of a bank building on the Vince's
Market property on Toronto Street
South.

The recorded vote, requested by
Councillor Bev Northeast, was five in

favour and two opposed. Mrs.
Northeast was joined by Councillor Pat
Molloy in her opposition to the proj-
ect.
The bank building will be used by the
TD Bank as a second branch in town.
In a report to council, Development
Services Manager Richard Vanderzande

said the applicant for the required zon-
ing bylaw amendment, Elgin Park
Toronto Developments, had been told
the TD Bank will maintain its down-
town branch "for the foreseeable
future".

But Mrs. Northeast and Mr. Molloy
expressed fears that the TD branch at

Brock Street and Main Street would
eventually close.

"The 'foreseeable future' doesn't give
me much confidence," Mr. Molloy said.
He said the proposed building is not in

keeping with the plan for the site pre-
sented four years ago.

"The applicant has changed the deal
and that's not fair," he said.

Mrs. Northeast reminded council that
the original site plan had called for resi-
dential use on the site.

"I'm opposed to this," she said. "Our
commercial studies are very clear about
having banks in the downtown."

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor, howev-
er, said the site is unsuitable for residen-
tial use, noting there would be no play
areas for children.

"I don't have a problem with what's
being presented," she said. "The system
allows them (the applicants) to come in
and make changes."

Township planning consultant
Elizabeth Howson said the proposed
bank building - to be 513 square metres
- meets the minimum size required for
the site.

Councillor Gordon Highet noted the
site - at the north end of the Vince's
property - had been sitting empty for
three years.

"If the applicants have tenants for the
building, I'm not going to stand in their
way," he said.

Mrs. Northeast reiterated her concerns
about the current branch eventually
closing.
"Residents have to bank, go to the doc-

tor and go to the drug store," she said.
"That's what brings people downtown.”

After the vote, the mayor said she
hoped the TD Bank would maintain its
downtown location, noting it had been
there since the late 1800s.

"A lot of people need to walk to the
bank and we hope the bank stays for
many years" she said.
Dog park not unleashed yet: Despite a
power-point presentation designed to
show support for a regulated off-leash
dog park, council deferred a decision on
whether to give the project the go-

ahead.
Instead, Mayor O'Connor said she

wanted to see reports on the proposed
park from staff and animal control.

"If it doesn't work for them, we have
an issue," she said.

Leading a small delegation, Ian Giffin
showed slides illustrating how the park -
proposed to be situated on the Elgin
Park overflow parking area on Elgin
Park Drive - would be fenced and regu-
lated.

He also requested that the Uxbridge
Dog Park group be considered a com-
mittee of council, a move which
Councillor Pat Mikuse said would be
premature.

Councillor Molloy said he thinks the
proposed location is ideal. He said the
dog park committee has done all the
work, including obtaining a number of
sponsors, and offered that the park
could be set up at no cost to the town-
ship.

The presentation said the park would
include an area for small dogs and
memorial walkways enhanced with
planted trees and engraved granite
markers.
Cost of using the park was suggested at

$20 a year for an owner of one or two
dogs and $50 a year for owners of three
dogs.
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Body Work with Brandi McCarthy     It’s spring detox time!
One of the most common
requests I get as a Registered
Nutritionist is for "Detox" plans.
Detox from sugar, crappy food,
too much alcohol, you name it,
we all want a quick fix from all the
damage we have done! The great
news is you don't need to do a
specific cleanse, buy pills and
potions or eat nothing but cab-
bage soup for a week to do an
effective detox. A great detox can
be super simple and done on a
daily basis! Some good REAL food
and lots of water is really all you
need. 

The main way our bodies
"detox" is through our liver (the
kidneys and skin are responsible
for detoxification as well, but the
liver is the head honcho!) Our
liver is a wonderful organ that
continually helps our body clean
out toxins on a daily basis. When
we are talking about a detox, we
usually mean the liver, and to keep

it running smoothly and detoxify-
ing effectively all you need to do is
give it a little help each and every
day. So if you are looking for an
effective detox, here are my top six
tips for sneaking in DAILY detox-
ification without ever feeling
deprived;
1. Start your day with a warm

glass of water with a half a lemon
squeezed in it. Yup, it's that sim-
ple! Lemon stimulates liver detox-
ification and stimulates digestive
enzymes which help to improve
digestion. In fact, this is my num-
ber one tip for daily detoxification
and it's SO EASY to do!
2. Eat your broccoli ....or cab-

bage, cauliflower or Brussels
sprouts. These foods are known as
cruciferous vegetables and support
liver detoxification. Simply
including cruciferous vegetables in
your diet on a daily basis does
wonders for keeping your liver
happy and healthy! Bonus:

Cruciferous veggies also have a
unique compound called Indole 3
Carbinol which has been shown to
be cancer protective!
3. Include sulfur rich foods in

your diet. This isn't as gross as it
may sound; garlic, onions and
eggs are three delicious sources of
sulfur! Sulfur is an important
compound in liver detoxification
and without it, our livers just
don't work as well. Do your best
to include these foods as least a
few times a week if not daily.
4. Avoid or eliminate processed

foods. This is a biggie. Reducing
the amount of work the liver has
to do goes a long way to support
detoxification. Processed foods are
usually loaded with additives and
preservatives and the liver needs to
work just as hard at getting rid of
these substances as it does to
process prescription drugs! The
less processed foods you eat, the
less the liver has to work and the

more efficient it will be! 
5. Drink lots of pure water. I

know you have heard it a million
times before, but yes, drinking lots
of water really does help! All of
our body processes require water
to work efficiently and that
includes the liver. A great guide-
line for how much water to drink
is to divide your weight in pounds
by two. That number represents
the number of ounces of water
you should drink every day.
(example, if you are 140 lbs, you
would need 70 ounces of water a
day. one cup of water is 8 ounces
so this person would need to drink
about nine glasses per day.)
6. Get enough sleep. This may

seem like an odd way to detox, but
if you don't allow your body to
recover properly overnight, it
won't work as efficiently the next
day. In fact a new study has shown
that your metabolism suffers after
only six nights of poor sleep and

your risk for diabetes drastically
increases after one year of inade-
quate sleep. When we get a poor
sleep night after night our entire
system suffers. Aim for eight solid
hours a night! Nowhere near that
number? Back up the time you go
to sleep by 15 minutes every week
until you get there. This small
change will make a BIG differ-
ence!

And there you have six things
you can do each and every day to
support detoxification and
improved health. How easy is
that? Happy spring detoxing
everyone.

Brandi is a registered nutritionist
and certified personal trainer at
Body Design in Mount Albert.
www.bodydesign.ca

by Roger Varley
Notes from the Apr. 23
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

“Try to live at peace 
with everyone! Live a
clean life.”  - 1 Peter 5:7

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

Classified

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

GIFT CERTIFICATES

WEDDING REGISTRY

IN HOUSE FINANCING

WE’RE YOUR

#1 INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

www.biblesociety.ca

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$20/week

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Lawn
•

Garden
•

Estate

Jonathan Head
jkhead@sympatico.ca

905-852-3394

Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances,
AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture,
pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machin-
ery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores, facto-
ries. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907.  6/6
TWO FREE (USED FOR GUESTS ONLY)
QUEEN SIZE BEDS, with box springs & frame on
wheels. Comes with bed skirts if desired. Call 905-
862-0941 (must pick up before May 2nd). 4/26

Services

EXPERIENCED CLEANING LADY AVAIL-
ABLE: Call 905-910-1777 or e-mail
bconey@live.ca  4/26
HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting (Int.-Ext.),
tiling, drywall, carpentry, trim, plumbing, odd jobs,
installation & repair.  905-852-1424.  4/26
D.J. PAVING:  Driveway preparation and
paving, repairs, parking lots, lawn rolling, skidster
work. Free estimates. 905-904-3769. 5/10
THE GARDEN MAIDS Not enough time for your
Gardening, Weeding, Clean-up and Planting etc.?
Let us help you. Reasonable rates, call Sandi or
Rebecca. 905-640-0609  416-886-0546. 5/17
RINA’S CLEANING: Made easy! No time to
clean? Having guests? Call me and let me make it
easier. Uxbridge 647-980-7609.  5/17

Wanted

OLD LUMBER WANTED: Are you considering
taking down an old building, or have old lumber
sitting around? Call us first. Brian 905 852 2275.
5/3
CEDAR FENCE POSTS: 6” top, 9 ft. long, 905-
852-7634.  5/10

For Sale

STRAW: 7-foot square bales, stored inside, $23

each. 905-852-6753.  4/26
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS: Double box spring mat-
tress and frame.  China cabinet. Computer desk
and chair. Four-shelf book case. Telephone table.
Chest of drawers. 905-640-2634.  4/26
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS:  Shower chair, $40. Car
cover for large car, $50. Step table. Ultramatic
queen-sized mattress. two white leather stools.
Glass table. Medium-sized desk. dehumidifier,
$10. Light oak dining room suite, table with 4
chairs, 2 arm chairs. Stereo. Two large TVs, 37”.
905-852-7826. 4/26
CEDAR LOGS FOR FENCING: 18' long, 6-8" in
diameter. $10 each. Doug at 905-640-6006.
5/17
SINGLE CAPTAIN’S BED: Maple finish, clean
mattress, 3 drawers, excellent condition. Asking
$225.00, 905-852-6778. 4/26
8-FT. CEDAR FENCE POSTS: Approx. 700
available, $5 each for pickup, $6 each to deliver
within 50 km. radius. Call Carl 647-278-4321.
5/3
BAT HOUSES: Control mosquitoes and black
flies naturally. 12” two chamber or 16” three
chamber, starting from $30. 905-852-7517.
4/26
MOTOR-TILT LaZBOY CHAIR, dusty rose,
good condition, $475. 905-852-2235. 4/26
FRIDGE:  Kenmore elite, white, 3 door, bottom
freezer, filtered water inside, deli-drawer, new
compressor & fan. $1200 obo.  905-852-3280.
5/3
WALL OVEN: magic Chef, electronic control, self-
clean, white glass front. $200 obo. 905-852-
3280. 5/3
COOKTOP: Kenmore elite, black glass. $150
obo. 905-852-3280.  5/3

Vehicles for Sale

2000 SIERRA TRUCK: Regular cab and box, 6
cyl, AC, 198,000 km, runs great, some body dam-
age. Good for yard/farm work. $2850. 905-642-
7282.  5/3

For Rent

DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE: Large, Clean 2 bed-
room Apt, Main Level, Parking, Appliances,
Separate entrance, Available Immediately.
$1150/mo. Inclusive. Call/text 647-220-6093.
4/26
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT Large, bright
and clean with gas fireplace, dishwasher, laundry,
hardwood floors, parking, etc… Walk to GO stop
and downtown. No smokers and no pets. $1000
per month includes utilities. Please call 416-617-
3418. 4/26
PASTURE BOARD Mt. Albert area. 25 acres
with beautiful hills and a large indoor shelter.
$175 per horse per month. 905-852-5615. 4/26
LARGE KENNISIS LAKE, HALIBURTON,
COTTAGE 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms perfect for
two families. Lots of windows overlooking the lake,
dock, large deck, patios, fully equipped. Full
weeks and weekends from as low as $1500 1-
800-796-3485. 5/3
TWO STEEL STORAGE BUILDINGS Concrete
floors, starting at $375, separate locked entrance
gate, edge of Uxbridge 1-800-796-3485.  4/26
LARGE HAY STORAGE AREAS, July.  Horse
stalls and pasture, available immediately.  905-
852-7634.  5/10

Community Events

ELVIS:  Ryleepuss Productions
Presents Elvis. Staring Jay Zanier,
May 25 Music Hall. Tickets Sugar Fx.
For info call Mike 905-852-1836.
4/26
MASSIVE GARAGE SALE: Sat., May 5 (rain
date May 6), 8 a.m., 39 Foxfire Chase and neigh-
bours. Tools, household, collectibles. Call 905-852-
1233.  5/3
MASS IVE MOVING GARAGE SALE :
Everything must go.  Home decor, clothing, books,
flooring (laminate and hardwood). Apr. 28 & 29,
7-3. 22 Deer Ridge Road, Goodwood.  4/26
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

   Ashley Armstrong   Ashley Armstrong   416.671.3249    asharmstrong676@hotmail.com 

~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning 
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies 

~Furniture and Finishes 
~Kitchen and Washroom Design 

  Interior Design Services 

RIGHT HAND
MAN

Uxbridge - Cell
647-333-7746

DECKS & FENCES

Your Best Man
for the Job!

www.myrighthandman.ca

NOTICE OF PESTICIDE USE
Between May and October, 2012, the Regional Municipality of
Durham and the Ontario Ministry of Transportation will be
conducting larviciding programs, under the authority of Durham
Region's Medical Officer of Health, to control larval mosquitoes
in order to prevent their development into vectors of West Nile
virus.

The pellet and/or briquette formulation of the larvicide
Methoprene (Altosid - Registration No. 21809 and No. 27694
under the ) or the water
soluble pouch formulation of the larvicide
(VectoLex WSP - Registration No. 28009 under the

) will be placed into catch basins of storm
drains in areas across the Regional Municipality of Durham.

The granular formulation of the larvicide
(VectoLex CG - Registration No. 28008 under the

) will be placed in sewage lagoons in
areas across the Regional Municipality of Durham.

All larvicides will be applied by Ontario Ministry of the
Environment licensed applicators or trained technicians.

For more information on the locations and dates of treatment
on:

Regional and Municipal property:
Contact the Durham Region Health Department at

1-888-777-9613 ext. 2188 or visit durham.ca
for additional information about West Nile virus

Ontario Ministry of Transportation property:
Contact Ontario Ministry of Transportation at

1-416-235-5462 (collect calls accepted)

Pest Control Products Act, Canada
Bacillus sphaericus

Pest Control
Products Act, Canada

Bacillus sphaericus
Pest Control

Products Act, Canada

of the larvicide

) will be
placed in temporary pools of standing water, ditches and storm
water retention ponds in areas throughout the Regional
Municipality of Durham.

or visit westnileinfo@ontario.ca
for additional information

Bacillus
thuringiensis subspecies israelensis

, Canada

The liquid and granular formulation
(Vectobac 1200L -

Registration No. 21062 and Vectobac 200G - Registration No.
18158 under the Pest Control products Act

HEALTH

DEPARTMENT

DURHAM

REGION

An out of
this world
uxperience
You will not want to miss this, the
21st show of the popular Uxbridge
variety show, uxperience! Its truly
Out of this World! The gang takes
you on a fun-filled tour of the uni-
verse, right here at the Uxbridge
Music Hall.

If you've never been to an uxperi-
ence show, now is the time. It's a
unique show, put together and per-
formed by talented local people.
The group gets together each year
with a new theme and chooses the
music, choreographs the dances and
writes the skits. Then they weave it
into a fun - filled show and create
the set design and costumes to com-
plement the theme.
But that's not all; for the price of a

ticket, you not only get a great
show, but you contribute to the
raising of funds that are donated
right back to our community. Over
the course of the 20 years so far
uxperience has donated almost
$100,000! This year’s proceeds are
for Canadian Tire's Jumpstart pro-
gram. Jumpstart provides financial
assistance to families so children can
join organized sports and activities.
A great cause!

So come on out to the Music Hall
May 3, 4 and 5th. The shows are at
7:30 in the evening Thursday,
Friday and Saturday and there is a
Saturday matinee at 3pm. Reserved
seating tickets at $18 for adults and
$10 for children under 12. Great
entertainment for the whole family!
Tickets are available at Sugar FX,
905 852 7811. Hurry and get your
tickets now.



by Roger Varley

International Development Minister
Bev Oda (MPP for Durham) was
castigated this week, both in
Parliament and in newspapers from
coast to coast, for her lavish spending
at an international conference in
London, England, last June.

The Canadian Press, Canada's
national news-gathering agency,
reported that Ms. Oda spent three
nights at the hyper-posh Savoy Hotel
instead of staying at the five-star
Grange St. Paul's where the confer-
ence was being held and where she
had been booked in. As a result, she
submitted an expense account that
included three nights at $665 a
night, more than double the $287 a
night she would have paid at the
Grange.

In addition, because the Savoy is
about two miles from the Grange,
the minister billed taxpayers for
almost $1,000 a day for limousine
service. The Canadian Press also
reported other expenses included a
glass of orange juice for $16. CP said
the total bill for the Savoy and the
limousines was $4,845.

Ms. Oda was in London for a con-
ference for the GAVI Alliance, a
global health organization working
to immunize children in poor coun-
tries. Since 2001, Canada has con-
tributed $253 million to GAVI.

Shortly after the expenditure issue
was raised on Monday, Ms. Oda's
office announced she had paid back
part of the expenses from her own
pocket that day. Her office stated she
had reimbursed the difference
between the cost of the two hotels,
plus $287 she had to pay when she
cancelled her reservation at the
Grange, plus the $16 for the orange
juice. She did not reimburse the cost

of the limousines.
In defending the minister's expense

account, her spokesman said she fol-
lowed all Treasury Board guidelines
and that when she travels she consid-
ers "the most appropriate, cost-effec-
tive accommodations."

In a telephone call with the Cosmos
on Monday, Ms. Oda was asked how
much she had paid back. Her initial
response was "just under $300. I left
a blank cheque with my chief of staff.
I don't know how much down to the
last penny."
A few minutes later, in a second call,

Ms. Oda said her chief of staff had
told her the cheque was for $1,353.
81.

Asked why she had decided to stay
at the Savoy, Ms. Oda said: "That's
not the issue. I decided to change
hotels."

Newspaper editorials from Halifax
to Hamilton to Ottawa to Vancouver

rebuked the minister for her spend-
ing. In its editorial, the Hamilton
Spectator stated: "It is time for Prime
Minister Stephen Harper to fire
International Development Minister
Bev Oda." 

In the House of Commons on
Tuesday, Ms. Oda offered an apology
to Canadians.

"The expenses are unacceptable,
should never have been charged to
taxpayers," Ms. Oda said. "I have
repaid the costs associated with
changing of hotels and I unreserved-
ly apologize."

It is not the first time Ms. Oda's
spending has raised hackles. In 2006,
she spent over $5,000 in three days
for limousines while attending the
Juno Awards in Halifax. The follow-
ing year, she spent $1,200 for a lim-
ousine to take her to a government
function and a Conservative Party
event.

JEWELLERY SALE
Saturday April 28th

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Also

Purses • Belts • Scarves

Chances Are (upstairs)
20 Bascom Street

(Across from the Fire Station)

All proceeds to the 
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital

Auxiliary
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for uxperience at the Music Hall. Last week’s

viewpoint (lower photo) was  the sign at Dr. Laurie

Cruise Dentistry; it was guessed by Wendy Tims of

Uxbridge.  We’ll have the answer to the upper photo

next week.    Photos by Conrad Boyce.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

TRY OUR NEW EIGHT-OUNCE 
PRIME RIB BURGERS FOR A KING-SIZE TREAT!

FREE COMIC BOOK DAY
DC, Marvel, Independents, and All-Ages Comics!

11 - 5, MAY 5TH at WILLOW BOOKS
Plus All of the Usual Great Deals:

3-for-$10 Best-Sellers, Buy $50 in Books and Get 25% Off!

185 MAIN ST. NORTH, Across from the Beer Store

905-862-2665

The UXBRIDGE FOLK 'N BLUES FEST
WANTS YOU !

If you would like to become one of their VOLUNTEERS.
Please join us if you want to become involved at ...

BLUE HERON BOOKS   62 Brock St. W.
WED.,  MAY 2 at 2 PM

for more info go to ... www.folknblues.ca

Oda under fire again for spending habits Uxbridge Artists hold
annual show and sale
On April 28 and 29, the Artists of Uxbridge will be holding their sixth
annual Art Show and Sale in the Lodge Hall, at the Museum grounds.
Visitors can expect to find more than a hundred pieces of artwork
painted by about 20 different artists using watercolour, acrylic, and oil,
as well as wonderful pencil and charcoal drawings. The diverse interests
of the artists are reflected in a variety of subjects, style and size of the
artwork.          

Artists of Uxbridge is a local art group established in 2005 with the
intention of bringing artists together once or twice a week to draw and
paint, share presentations and demonstrations, and participate in vari-
ous workshops.  A formal committee is in place to plan special activi-
ties and demonstrations. Since its inception, the group has grown to
some 25 members.

Everyone is encouraged to visit the Show and to browse the artwork
and chat with the artists over coffee and a cookie. Who knows, if some-
thing appeals, you may find yourself buying an original, a print or an
art card.   
The show runs Saturday and Sunday, April 28th and 29th  from 10am-

4pm. Admission is free and light refreshments will be available.



Maud of Leaskdale Returns

A long held dream was realized last
October, when Uxbridge actress
Jennifer Carroll hit the stage as
“Maud of Leaskdale”. We have con-
tended for years that the persona of
Lucy Maud Montgomery as revealed
in her novels, poetry, and especially
her journals, is the stuff of great
drama. We wished that this compli-
cated, hugely influential woman
could be brought to life for audiences
to better understand her, and marvel

at her tempestuous and stormy inner
life, and her talent for keeping that
life concealed from her public.

Last year Conrad Boyce took up the
challenge, and created a one-woman
drama. He drew heavily on
Montgomery's own words, adjusting
and shaping them for the stage. As he
was writing the play, one actress was
always in his mind as the perfect
choice for the part of L.M.
Montgomery: Jennifer Carroll.

The script was sent to Dr. Mary
Rubio, professor emeritus at
University of Guelph, editor of the

Journals and author of A Gift of
Wings, L.M. Montgomery's
biography, and to
Montgomery's heirs, for their
approval.

Jennifer, in Ireland, was sent
the approved script. She started
the long task of committing to

memory the words of a play that
would last for at least two hours on
stage. She immersed herself in the life
of the author, and committed herself
to become L.M. Montgomery.

The play has been performed just
once so far, but that was to the most
discerning possible audience: the del-
egates and guests at our Conference
last October. The auditorium was
filled with scholars and fans, people
who are very familiar with the
Journals, the letters, the novels, many
who have studied and written books
about the author and her life. The
performance was a resounding suc-
cess. Mary Rubio herself professed to
be deeply moved by Conrad's play
and Jennifer's portrayal.

This summer, everyone will get a
chance to see “Maud of Leaskdale”.
The Lucy Maud Montgomery Society
has hired Jennifer Carroll for the
whole 2012 season, from late June to
early September, to come to Leaskdale
and perform her one-woman play for
at least two evenings a week. A short-
ened version of the play will be put on
during the day for tours and visitors.
The shortened version will be fea-
tured as the program for two of the
Wednesday lunches.

This is an elegant, intellectual addi-
tion to the programming at the
Historic Leaskdale site. It will be
advertised widely and we are sure it
will bring audiences from near and
far. 

You won't want to  miss Jennifer
Carroll as “Maud of Leaskdale”.
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Meanwhile, Back 
at the Manse by Barb Pratt  

SATURDAY

MAY 12

Join Us

9am to 4pm

Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of 

Ontario

presents Antiques for Home 

and Garden

Home Decor Items

Jewellery

Plants

Garden Artifacts

Workshops

St.Paul's Church Leaskdale

12251 Regional Rd. 1 Uxbridge

$2 entry fee
draw included

TEA ROOM

 SANDWICHES, PIE, SCONES & 

BEVERAGES

It is with thankful hearts that the Eng, Martin and
Lamb families announce the adoption of 
ELORA SUNQINGYOU ENG.
Born in Zhejiang Province in China on 
September 18, 2010. Welcomed to the family on
March 5, 2012. Sylvia, Jeremy, big brother Emery
and little sister are happy to be together at last.
Congratulations to the new family of four!

Elizabeth Brook recent-
ly had almost 20 inch-
es of hair cut off at
Hair Villa in Uxbridge.
Two of her children
spent a good deal of
time at Sick Kids
Hospital, so Elizabeth
chose to donate her
hair to Locks of Love,
which makes wigs for
children.

Photo by 
Andrea Altomare.
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