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A RIGHT JOLLY OL’ ELF - AND HIS MRS.! - Santa and Mrs. Claus were bundled up against the cold when they arrived in Uxbridge on Saturday morning, holding the usual place of honour at the
end of the parade held in Santa’s honour! For winners of the parade’s best floats, see page 7. For more photos of the parade, visit www.thecosmos.ca. Photo by John Cavers.
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Hockey in Uxbridge may soon
have a whole new look, and,
according to some, not enough
people know about it.

The Uxbridge Minor Hockey
Association (UMHA), which
oversees the representative teams,
and the Uxbridge Youth Hockey
Association (UYHA), which gov-
erns house league hockey, have
been talking about amalgamating
the two leagues, and both sides
express concern that not enough
people, especially the parents and
members of the leagues, know
about this potential merger. The
North Durham Girls Hockey
Association (NDGHA) is affiliat-

ed with the UYHA, and would
also be affected by this merger.

Amalgamation has been a topic
of discussion between the two
associations for many years, and
was recently brought back to the
table after a break of about two
years. An information meeting
geared towards the parents of the
youth who play on both associa-
tions’ teams is planned for this
Sunday evening at 8 p.m. at the
arena. At this meeting, members
of the three associations (members
are considered anyone who has a
child/children active in the associ-
ation) are to come and learn about
the pros and cons of the proposed
amalgamation, and have the
opportunity to ask questions on

how the merger will affect hockey
in Uxbridge.

“I just don’t think the member-
ship is well-informed,” says Daryl
Mogk, a UMHA board member.
“And we really want to get as
many people as possible out to
this meeting.”

Mogk has only postive things to
say about the proposed amalgama-
tion, and is eager to share the
potential with the larger member-
ship.

Roman Romanenko is a former
member of the UYHA, and is also
concerned that the hockey world
in Uxbridge is not as informed as
it should be. He has created a web-
site and a Facebook page in order
to compile a list of questions that

he hopes membership will bring
to the meeting on the 8th. 

“I’m concerned about why it’s
being kept quiet,” he says. “It’s
time for people to weigh in on
this, because it’s really going to
affect the face of Uxbridge hock-
ey.”

Both Mogk and Romanenko are
worried that more minor hockey
parents will be involved than the
house league parents, as they seem
to have a more vested interest in
the hockey than their house league
counterparts. However, there are
over twice as many house league
players as there are rep league
players. Despite this, according to
Mogk, the demographics in
Uxbridge are changing, and there

aren’t as many youngsters playing
as there were even 10 years ago.

The information meeting this
Sunday is intended to give the
membership time to evaluate all
the issues surrounding the pro-
posed amalgation. Another meet-
ing is scheduled for January 12,
2014, at which time the member-
ship of all the associations
involved will be asked to vote on
whether to proceed with the
merger.

For more information on this
Sunday’s meeting, visit
http://uxbridgeminorhockey.ca,
www.uyha.ca, or http://north-
durhamblades.ca.

Hockey in Uxbridge may change forever - and no one knows about it?
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for December

Monday, Dec. 9th 
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 10th
BUDGET MEETING

1:00 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 12th
BUDGET MEETING

1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 17th 
BUDGET MEETING

1:00 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 19th
BUDGET MEETING

1:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

THE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE 

IS LOOKING TO SECURE
THE SERVICES OF A

CONSULTANT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF

PREPARING THE 
NECESSARY BACK-

GROUND STUDY AND
RELATED 

BY-LAWS TO CONFORM
WITH THE DEVELOPMENT

CHARGES ACT 1997
RFP 13-37

Completed proposals will be
received by Debbie Leroux,
Director of Legislative
Services/Clerk, until 2 p.m.,
December 18, 2013.

A copy of the RFP may be
picked up from the Clerk's
Department during normal

business hours of 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

The lowest or any RFP will
not necessarily be accepted.

Learn to Swim 
with the  

Uxpool Instructors!
Register today for Winter 

Swimming Lessons. 

Call 905-852-7831 

Free level assessments 
during Public Swims 

Winter Session starts
January 6, 2014

NOTICE
FROM THE

UXBRIDGE FIRE
DEPARTMENT

Commencing December 1,
2013, residents may 

purchase their 
2014 Burning Permits.

Fees are:  
$25 for a Regular Permit

$75 for an Oversize Permit
N/C for a Recreational

Permit

ALL NEW OVERSIZE
SITES MUST BE 

INSPECTED BY THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO

ISSUANCE OF AN 
OVERSIZE PERMIT.

Permits may be obtained at
the Municipal Office or the
Fire Station at 17 Bascom

Street during business
hours, Monday to Friday, 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

NOTE:  All existing permits
expire December 31, 2013.

Any questions please 
contact the Fire Department

at 905-852-3393

Mayor's Family Skate

Please come out to the
Uxbridge Arena and

Community Centre on New
Year's Eve from 5:15 p.m.

to 7:15 p.m. for the 
Mayor's Family Skate

Town Hall 
Holiday Closure

The Township of Uxbridge will
be closed for the Holiday
Season on Tuesday, December
24, at noon and will not re-open
until Thursday, January 2,
2014, at 8:30 a.m.

In the event of an emergency,
please call 1-877-426-4459. 
For garbage related inquiries,

please contact 
1-800-667-5671.  

HHaavvee  aa  SSaaffee  aanndd  

HHaappppyy  HHoolliiddaayy!!

MMaauudd’’ ss   CChhrriissttmmaass  aatt   tthhee
MMaannssee  OOppeenn  HHoouussee

Sunday, December 15
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Tours, cookies & cider,
Christmas music, craft ideas
Manse National Historic Site

11909 Reg. Rd. 1, Leaskdale

CChhrriissttmmaass  CChhuurrcchh  SSeerrvviiccee
&&  CCaarrooll   SSiinngg

Sunday, December 15, 1 p.m.
The Importance of 

Family & Community
Historic Leaskdale Church

11850 Reg. Rd. 1, Leaskdale
lucymaudmontgomery.ca

905-862-0808
lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com

Uxpool
Holiday
Hours

We are closed Dec.25,
26, 2013, and Jan. 1,

2014.  
We close at 1 p.m. on
Dec. 24 and Dec. 31.

Public Swim
1 - 3 p.m. on

Mondays,
Thursdays, Fridays,

Saturdays &
Sundays when open
&10 - 11:30 a.m. on

Tuesdays.

For further information
on Lane Swims and

Public Swims, please
contact the pool at 

905-852-7831 

Uxbridge Arena Hours
Dec. 23, 2013 -

Jan. 5, 2014

Dec. 25, Closed
Dec. 26, Closed
Jan. 1, Closed

Additional Christmas 
Skating Hours

Dec. 23, 12:15 - 1:15 p.m. Public
Skate
Dec. 23, 2:15 - 3:15 p.m.
Tim Horton's Skate - Free
Dec. 24, 2:15 - 4:15 p.m. Skate
with Santa - Free
Dec. 30, 12 - 1 p.m. 
Public Skate
Dec. 31, 5:15 - 7:15 p.m. Mayor's
Family Skate - Free
Jan.  2,   12:45 - 2:15 p.m. and
3:15 - 4:45 p.m.
Public skating
Jan. 3, 10:15 - 11:15 a.m. Tim
Horton's Skate - Free 
Jan. 3, 12:45 - 2:15 p.m. Public
Skate
Jan. 4, 12:45 - 2:15 p.m. Public
Skate 

Cancellations to 
Public Programs

Dec. 24 and 31 
11 a.m. - 12:50 p.m. Ticket
Ice
Dec. 27 
11:15 a.m. - 12:35 p.m. 
Adult skate
Dec. 29, 1 - 2 p.m.
Public skate

Uxbridge arena has
ice to rent 

Sat.,  Jan.  4, 2014
For further inquiries, please call  

905 852 3081  

Winter Ice
Conditions
Elgin Pond

The Township of Uxbridge will
be testing the ice conditions at
Elgin Pond throughout the
winter:

No Flags - We have not 
started to test

Red Flags - Ice is not safe to
be on

Yellow Flags - Skate with 
caution

Please keep away from water
inlets and outlets as ice thick-
ness is compromised.
Note:  Flags are located at the
north end of Elgin Pond.

Stormwater
Management Facilities

Please keep off of all
stormwater management
facilities. Water levels fluctu-
ate at these facilities and
these facilities are not safe for
skating or other activities.

CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS

Looking for an interesting
volunteer opportunity 

in Uxbridge?
The Uxbridge Trails

Committee is in need of
enthusiastic individuals to

help in the following
areas:

Media/Advertising
Secretarial

Trail Captain
For more information

please contact Andrea
Fraser at

uxbridge.trails@hotmail.com
or

905-852-9181, ext 232



Lots of fun, FAMILY activities
throughout December for
everyone to celebrate the
holiday season. Programs
planned to include local
musicians, crafts, cookie
decorating and pyjama story-
times, at various times and
days/evenings of each week
at the Uxbridge Library.
FREE
Mon., Dec. 9-15: Kids Craft
all week long. Decorate a
cookie  
Tues., Dec. 10: Family
Christmas movie, 7-8:00 p.m.
Little House on the Prairie

Wed., Dec.
11: Harp
s o l o i s t ,
G w y n e t h
Reid. 1:30-
2:30 p.m.
Refreshments 
Thurs., Dec. 12: Family
Storytime, 7-7:30 p.m. Kids
invited to attend in pyjamas-
then all ready for bed!
Sat., Dec. 14: Seasonal
music with Kathryn Dnes &
Adam Gribble, 2-3:00 p.m.
Refreshments 
Christmas Open House at
ZEPHYR Library Tues.,

Dec.10, from 3 - 8 p.m., with
something for all ages and
sweet treats!
Computer Tutor for
Seniors:  Teens interested in
earning volunteer hours are
invited to call Corrinne at the
library, for assistance to
adults and seniors wishing to
better learn how to navigate
electronic devices.  
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

WINTER
GARBAGE 

AND BLUE BOX 
COLLECTION TIPS

1. Do not place your Blue
Boxes, Green Bins or Garbage
on snow banks or on the road.

2. Put your waste containers
out at the end of your driveway
so they do not interfere with
snow clearing equipment.

Snow Safety 
Parents - remind your children
that it is dangerous to play or
build forts in snow banks adja-
cent to the roads. The snow
plow operators may not see
them. Children should never
use streets and roads for sled-
ding or sled down hills that
enter onto a roadway or park-
ing lot.

SAFETY AROUND SNOW
REMOVAL EQUIPMENT

Snow removal equipment uses
distinctive flashing blue lights
to warn you that operations are
underway. When these lights
are on, slow down and stay
well behind the plow to avoid
flying snow and sand. Drive
with your headlights on and
avoid driving in the snowplow's
blind spots.  If you must pass
the plow, be sure there is
enough visibility to avoid the
snow coming from the plow's
blade.

Uxbridge Roadwatch
Wants to Wish

Everyone a Happy and
Safe Holiday Season!

This holiday season you can keep
our roads safe.  Report aggressive
and poor driving that you see.
Take down the plate number and
description of that vehicle and
report it to Roadwatch. Log on to
www.drps.ca and click the link
“ROADWATCH” or pick up a form
from a local merchant in Town. Fill
in the information and send it off.
That driver will be notified of
his/her actions as a caution and a
report will be kept in a police file.
Police can now track the person's
driving history should more com-
plaints be received.

If you suspect the driver is
impaired or is a danger to others
on the road then call 911 immedi-
ately!!

Look at these facts on drinking
and driving and texting and driving
and remember:
•  Make good decisions when in  

the car
•  It only takes one bad decision to  

cost someone a life
•  Speak up when you feel unsafe  

as a passenger or a driver
Help with road safety both with

you and others.

ROADWATCH works for
everyone and helps 

save lives!

ROAD CLOSURE
NOTICE

Please be advised that the fol-
lowing road will be closed

starting Monday, Nov. 11, for
approximately seven weeks

Concession 3 between 
Sandford Road
(Reg. Rd. 11) 

and Ashworth Road

The road is closed to replace
the bridge. Residents will

have access to their property
from Sandford Rd.

Ben Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S
Director of Public Works &

Operations

Public Notice
2014 Municipal Election

Nominations and Candidate Campaigns

The Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended, provides that every person who proposes
to be a candidate for the Office of Regional Chair in the 2014 Municipal Election to be
held on Monday, October 27, 2014 shall file a Nomination Paper with the Regional Clerk.

The Municipal Elections Act further provides that a candidate's election campaign period
for the Office of Regional Chair begins on the day he/she files a nomination for the
office. No contributions shall be made to or accepted by or on behalf of the candidate and
no expenses may be incurred by or on behalf of a candidate prior to filing the prescribed
Nomination Paper with the Regional Clerk. Money, goods and services given to and 
accepted by or on behalf of a person for his/her election campaign are contributions.

Take notice that nominations will be received by the Regional Clerk for the municipal 
election to be held on October 27, 2014, for the Office of Regional Chair.

Nominations for the Office of Regional Chair of the Regional Municipality of Durham
must be filed in the Office of the Regional Clerk, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby, Ontario
L1N 6A3.

Nomination Procedure:

1. The prescribed Nomination Paper may be obtained and filed in the Office of the 
Regional Clerk:

•  on any day from January 2, 2014 to September 11, 2014, when the Regional 
Clerk's Office is open (8:30 AM to 4:30 PM)

•  no later than Nomination Day, Friday, September 12, 2014, during the hours 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

2. The Nomination Paper shall be accompanied by a filing fee in the amount of 
$200.00 in cash, certified cheque or money order, payable to The 
Regional Municipality of Durham, or by Debit, Visa or Mastercard.

3. The onus is on the candidate for election to an office to file a bona 
fide Nomination Paper.

For further information, please contact:

Deb Bowen
Regional Clerk / Director of Legislative Services
clerks@durham.ca
Regional Municipality of Durham
605 Rossland Road East, PO Box 623
Whitby, Ontario  L1N 6A3
Phone Number: 905-668-7711, extension 2100

Dated this 9th day of December, 2013.

If you require this information in an accessible format please contact the Regional Clerk
/ Director of Legislative Services via email at clerks@durham.ca or by telephone at 905-
668-7711, extension 2100.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela
Noble, 905-852-9747, ext.
24 
(check out our newsletter for

more info. regarding programs
available at the library, or
online at:  www.uxlib.com)

DESIGN AN ORNAMENT: Pick
up an entry form now and until
Dec. 9. Five categories to cover
ALL ages!  Each participant will
receive a coupon for a free cook-
ie. Questions? Call Leslie, 905-
852-9747,ext. 27

JINGLE…JOLLY…JOYFUL
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

We love a parade

Letters to the Editor

Sometimes you wish that certain words in the English language hadn't been usurped by partic-
ular minority groups. We'd like to say, for example, that this past weekend saw a great Pride
Parade through downtown Uxbridge. But for most readers of the big city dailies, that would con-
jure up entirely the wrong image. 
You see, thousands on thousands turned out Saturday for one of the longest Santa Claus

Parades organizer Angela Horne can remember in some years, and every metre of it demon-
strated the great pride all of us have in living here. A careful observer would have noticed a
hundred different examples.
The first four entries in the parade illustrate the variety of ways in which we show our pride.

The group of fire engines, carrying men who regularly drop everything to  serve their commu-
nity in perhaps the most difficult way possible. Town Crier Bill McKee, who sings forth his love
of Uxbridge at events all year long, and sometimes wins awards for it. The Uxbridge Legion Pipe
Band, which leads the way in processions solemn and joyous with music that stirs our souls. And
the unicyclists of St. Joseph's School, whose legs must have been aching terribly by the time they
reached Franklin Street, but who wheeled along mightily for the pride of their school and their
town. 
As usual, there was something for everyone. Horse lovers could revel in the dozens of beauti-

ful beasts, gaily festooned with Christmas garlands, who cantered their way eastward along
Brock Street. Marching band fans could celebrate their favourites, like the Newmarket Citizens'
Band, and long for the day when Uxbridge Secondary used to have a musical entry. Sports
enthusiasts could cheer for the chance to see their beloved Bruins up close. Businesses and serv-
ice clubs all contributed in abundance, and as usual we ourselves took pride in being the only
local publication to take part.
Importantly, there were the two floats from the Baptist Churches in Goodwood and Uxbridge to

remind us of the true meaning of the season, both with beautiful Biblical  costumes (UBC's actors
will be starring in the Living Nativity in just a few short days from now). The sheep on the
Goodwood float was remarkable for being probably the most placid participant in the whole
parade. No waving, no singing, but still visibly content to be a part of it all.
We don't know if anyone has ever taken the trouble to count all the marchers, riders and driv-

ers who make up our Parade, but we're betting they must number close to a thousand, of all
ages from toddler to the Old Elf himself. Every person lining the sidewalks of Brock Street prob-
ably knew at least a couple of dozen faces in the crowd that passed by, and that itself is a pret-
ty good definition of what a small town is all about.
We'd like to thank a few people for their contributions to one of the Best. Parades. Ever. First,

the Great Meteorologist, who arranged for it to look white and feel cool enough to remind us
where we live, but to keep away the snow and chilly winds that would have made participation
a challenge for some, particularly the kilted pipers and drummers!
Next, the appropriately named Grand Marshall of the affair, who despite the help of a lot of

traffic herders on the big day, labours long and hard on her own to make it a success. The angel-
ic Ms. Horne (now also the president of the Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce, the greatest trum-
peter of Uxbridge Pride), continues to carry on the glorious tradition of the Scott family in bring-
ing this wonderful Christmas gift to us all.
Finally, we'd like to thank Mr. Claus himself. As Dec. 25 approaches, there are literally a mil-

lion other places the guy could have been on Saturday morning. But what can we say, he loves
Uxbridge. So there he was again, the grand finale to a grand procession, literally one of our
finest hours. Bravo, Santa, and bravo all the rest of you, for a memorable morning indeed.  

Re: Remembering, Nov. 7 edi-
tion, column by Conrad Boyce

Mr. Boyce,
I just wanted to write to you
to express my support and
gratitude for your article in
the Remembrance Day issue
of the Uxbridge Cosmos. As a
pacifist, I often feel like a vil-
lian around November 11th; I
can't help but feel the world is
not as black and white as we
would like it to be. Thank you

for writing an article that so
eloquently communicated the
"greys". In peace, 

Johnny Wideman
Uxbridge

If you cannot attend the
Community Christmas
Dinner due to illness or phys-
ical challenges, then please
call Salvation Army at 905-
852-0090 and register your
name and address and phone
number and we will assist in

making sure you have a
Christmas Dinner.
And as a neighbour check on

the seniors living close by and
let them know this service is
available to them and assist
them in registering.
Let's make sure everyone has

a Christmas Dinner.
Bev Northeast

Chair of the Salvation Army
Ux. Unit

905-852-0090

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse by Barb Pratt

A Busy Little Church!

There's lots going on at the
Leaskdale Historic Church
this Christmas season! The
Christmas decorations are up,
and the cosy little church is a
hive of activity.

Last Saturday's Old
Fashioned Christmas Concert
had great variety, with talent-
ed children and young people
taking part. Featured this year
were the young singers and
actors from the upcoming
Ryleepuss production of
Annie. (Don't miss Annie -
those kids are great.) 

Katelyn Bell and Bradley
Cole did fine dramatic read-
ings and speeches. Students
from Melissa Briggs School of
Highland Dance showed their
skills, and Faith Shergold and
Robyn Ottolini sang beauti-
fully. The Tudor Consort's

section of the evening added a
rich, contemplative mood
that was a lovely contrast.   

Then Santa Claus blew in,
(all the way from Beaverton,
he said) with treats for all. 
This Sunday, December 8, at

3 p.m., the Tudor Consort
will present their own concert
of Renaissance Christmas
music at the Historic
Leaskdale Church. The
Consort, consisting  of eight
to 12 very fine singers,
rehearses in the church on a
regular basis -- they love the
acoustics -- and this concert is
their thanks for the use of the
space. The singers will be
accompanied by period
instruments. It will be a short-
ish concert, just around an
hour in length, but a beautiful
one. Bring the children for a
unique musical experience.

On the following Sunday,

December 15, everyone is
invited to a Christmas church
service and carol sing. Elgin
Whitfield will conduct the 1
p.m. service, and give a very
appropriate homily on “the
importance of family and
community”. 

The same afternoon,
December 15, from 1 to 4,
there will be a special open
house at the  Manse, “Maud's
Christmas at the Manse”. We
are putting up the period dec-
orations, putting out the
cookies and cider, and
demonstrating traditional
crafts. 

Come to the service at the
church, then have a tour of
the house where L.M.
Montgomery celebrated 15
Christmases with her husband
and family.



Tis the season

Ah, the holiday season. Some people absolutely love it…and others approach
it with the trepidation usually reserved for angry tigers or a recently disturbed nest of hornets. Personally, I
oscillate between the two. There's a lot of fun, meaningful stuff that goes on, but there's also a lot of social
minefields to navigate. As a result of what I have experienced and/or witnessed, I have some observations,
and some possible solutions to share with you. For any others who find themselves seeking exit signs as soon
as they enter holiday parties, who find themselves agonizing over the grey areas of gift-giving, or break out
in a cold sweat when you're wondering whether you should go with “Happy Holidays”, “Merry Christmas” or
any other variation of seasonal greeting...I've compiled some holiday season tips to hopefully help you weath-
er the onslaught of office parties, family reunions, and all the other stresses the season can bring. It will not
apply to everyone equally, and there are a number of things I have yet to figure out myself…but if you find
this season to be anxiety-inducing, here's a few ways to hopefully save your sanity.

To begin: start off by giving the gift of grace; to everyone you come in contact with, as often as you can.
This time of year-the wrapping up of another calendar year, family functions, financial pressures…it can
include a lot of stress. If you're experiencing some, try not to take it out on the people around you. The hol-
idays can bring out the best AND the worst in people, so try not to be in the latter category. 

This one is for all the people who battle with the tricky beast that is political correctness: don't blast well-
meaning people who wish you a Merry Christmas/Happy Hanukkah/Happy Kwanzaa/Happy Holidays, etc.,
since they don't prescribe to the greeting you personally prefer. Just take it in the spirit it was intended, which
boils down to wishing you seasonal merriment, and let it go. People celebrate all kinds of different things this
time of year, but I can pretty much guarantee that arguing about it will leave a sore spot on everyone, and
we will be no closer to reconciling our opinions. Mutual respect is a beautiful thing, and we're all at least par-
tially responsible for making it happen.

We're constantly reminded through the ever-present holiday music and advertising campaigns that this sea-
son comes but once a year. Since it only comes once a year, however, remember that setting yourself up for
crippling debt is not going to make your new year more awesome, your holidays less stressful, or your fam-
ily more happy in the long term. The festivities can be expensive, but they don't have to be. Despite what
retailers may have you believe, you don't have to prove your love/respect/affection in general by spending
tons of money. 

Don't be too tied to the “way things always are”. Traditions are awesome, but sometimes things just will not
go as planned, and you'll have to do something differently. That doesn't have to mean that your entire cele-
bration is ruined. Some of the best stories come from things like the time the frozen turkey shot across the
table when you tried to carve it, or when the too-tall Christmas tree scraped the stucco ceiling.

If you drink, be smart about it. Know your limitations, and err on the side of caution whilst you navigate
family reunions, friend gatherings, and office parties. Just because you may not remember it the next day
doesn't mean everyone else in attendance will forget. It's a season for celebration, not litigation…so behave
accordingly. Also, don't drink and drive. There is no excuse that will ever be enough to justify drinking and
getting behind the wheel, and you will never want to be in the position where you need to give one.
I'm running short on space, so here's a speed round to finish off. If you write family Christmas letters, don't

brag too much about your accomplishments. Don't wrap edible things under a tree if you happen to have a
mischievous pet that will definitely eat it and then be sick all over your floor. Don't kiss just ANYONE under
the mistletoe. Be extra diligent with your wallet/keys/locking doors, and keep on guard for fraud and theft,
which are even higher risks this time of year. Keep your receipts. Ultimately, just remember what you find
worth celebrating, and keep focussed on that when everything around you seems to be filled with mayhem.
Whether you love it or hate it, it'll be over before you know it…so you may as well try to enjoy it. 

May you find something worth celebrating this season.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Preparedness or paranoia

As I drove up the ramp onto Hwy. 401 near Kingston, following a talk I'd given last
Saturday night, I thought I'd call my wife (on a hands-free device) and let her know I was en route home. I phoned
once at 10 p.m. I tried again at 10:30 and every half hour after that. But there was no answer. I stopped calling
around midnight, figuring she might have gone to bed. But when I got home, she was up. Or, actually she was
down… in the basement.

“A pipe broke and has been leaking water down there all day,” she told me. “We had several inches of water in the
basement.”

No wonder she hadn't answered the phone. She'd been vacuuming up water, shovelling up saturated ceiling tiles
and bagging up the soggy remains from closets, cardboard boxes and hallway shelves. She'd been coping with the
mess all evening long and she was exhausted. Fortunately, she'd called a friend who'd assisted her in turning off the
water, provided a power vacuum to start sucking up the water, and promised to help us find the leak in the basement
pipes the next day. But turning off the water posed a whole new set of problems we hadn't had to deal with for a
while: no water to wash hands, no water to shower or bath, and no water to drink. We clearly hadn't planned for such
a thing as a broken pipe very well.
Next morning, as it happened, I got up early to play oldtimers hockey over at the arena. I relished the 7 a.m. game

all the more knowing that after the skate I could retreat to the arena dressing room and have a long hot shower. My
teammates looked at me a little funny, following my shower, when I pulled out my toothpaste and toothbrush to clean
my teeth. They wondered that I was taking the post-game clean up a bit too seriously.

“Busted water pipe at home,” I said. “No water.” And I realized how helpless I was without the simple flow of water
from the township water system. It made me think how foolish I am not to have bought a couple of large water con-
tainers, filled them with fresh water and stowed them for just such an unexpected situation. We are clearly extraor-
dinarily dependent on such services and so helpless without them. But I should have learned such a lesson from a few
weeks before. Remember?

I think it was a weeknight, about 9 or 10 p.m. when suddenly the lights went out. They stayed out for the rest of
the night and into the early morning, as I recall. And I do remember, when I rose very early that day (not when my
electric radio came on, but thanks to my smart phone battery-powered alarm) that we had to grope around in the
pre-dawn darkness for washcloths in darkened showers, toothbrushes (again) and shaves by candlelight. How roman-
tic. Not. Again, I felt as if I'd been caught completely off guard and unprepared. Indeed, I was.

But what am I supposed to do? Rush off and buy a gas generator? Or stock up on an endless supply of flashlight
and radio batteries? I've always felt uncomfortable watching people in those hurricane states down in the southern
U.S., running around scooping up cases of bottled water, hording everyday food staples and buying gas generators
just to be able to power their food freezers, house lights and entertainment centres. It always looks as if those peo-
ple are doomsday, conspiracy theorists preparing for the inevitable Armageddon in a survival of the fittest Hollywood
disaster movie. Those scenes of empty grocery shelves because of hording or fights in the lineups at gas stations have
always spooked me. That doesn't seem the civilized way to cope with shortages, I don't think.

Still, there is that ounce of prevention I suppose I ought to consider.
Whether it's the doomsday scenario types or the hurricane horders, I guess a modicum of preparedness is appropri-

ate given the experiences of the past few weeks. I could have put aside a bit of fresh water to help us get through
our pipe burst last weekend. And I could have stocked up on a few more candles and flashlight batteries for the
overnight power failure a few weeks ago. Being prepared is hardly hording or expecting the end of the world. So, I
guess we'll have to do a bit more planning around here for the possibility of another busted pipe or overnight power
failure. And for me, preparedness probably means one other important precaution.

A winter of possible electrical shortages means I may have to come up with a stopgap measure in case I have to
write a winter Barris Beat without the luxury of a laptop. It may be time to dust off the old Underwood typewriter,
just in case.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

aiming high
column by Amy Hurlburt



The Uxbridge Chamber Choir,
with 35 singers, will tackle a work
made famous by 2,058 singers, in
a recording with some 4,000,000
hits on YouTube. The work is
called Sleep, by Eric Whitacre, the
Grammy-winning composer who
is currently the most-performed
living composer in the world.

The work by Whitacre is part of
the Chamber Choir's program
covering 350 years of music writ-
ten for Christmas. The concert
will be on December 15, at
Trinity United Church in
Uxbridge. 
"We cover 350 years of music on

the program - but fortunately, we
cover it in about 90 minutes," said
Tom Baker, the choir's director. 

The earliest music on the pro-
gram is Messe de Minuit pour Noel
(Midnight Mass for Christmas)
by Marc-Antoine Charpentier,
written around 1670. The other
major work on the program is The
Christmas Story by German com-
poser Hugo Distler, written in
1933. It narrates the story of
Christmas, with musical refer-
ences to the traditional carol "Lo,
how a rose e'er blooming".
Canadian content comes in a
piece by Healey Willan - his Missa
Brevis (1934).

The choir will perform two
pieces by Eric Whitacre - Sleep
and Lux Aurumque, both of which

have gained fame through per-
formances on YouTube employ-
ing the concept of a "virtual
choir". Whitacre invited singers
from around the world to send
digital recordings of themselves
singing the individual choral
parts from these works.  These
were then edited and electroni-
cally combined into a choral
performance. The performance
of Sleep is by 2,058 singers from
58 countries.   

His latest virtual choir project
involves 5,905  singers from
101 countries. Lux Aurumque,
also to be performed by the
Chamber Choir, was his first
virtual choir production, with
185 singers from 12 countries.
His choral recordings have
received two Grammy awards,
in 2007 and 2012. 

"The huge virtual choir spread
around the world is a fascinat-
ing concept," said Tom Baker.
"But these are quite intimate
pieces, and a medium-size choir
such as ours may be more
appropriate." 

(Note: you can see Whitacre
talking about his virtual choir,
and hear hear performances of
these works on YouTube).
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The families of two men who were
injured in a serious farming acci-
dent last Friday morning are grate-
ful for the support of friends and
family, and hope that this generosi-
ty will extend to raising funds to
help the the men with their futures.
Jason Tait and Danny Moore were

injured while working in a silo on
Conc. 4 just outside of Sandford on
November 30.

Tait and Moore were working in
the silo when one of the men got
caught in some machinery. Both
men were harmed when one tried
to assist the other when he got
caught in the machinery. Tait
incurred a badly broken arm and
severe damage to his leg in the acci-
dent. Moore sustained life-threat-
ening injury, losing both arms in
the accident. He is still recovering
in St. Michael’s Hospital in
Toronto.
The family is thankful to acknowl-

edge how the community has come
together to help, pitching in to
look after the dairy herd on the
farm, as well as other necessary
farm-related work. 

They are planning to hold an
event in the new year that will raise
funds to help both men and their
families with continued recovery
and rehabilitation. 
An account has been set up at TD

Canada Trust for Danny Moore.
The account number is 6278999,
Branch #2054, although donations
can be made at any TD bank across
Canada. An account number for
Jason Tait will be available as soon
as possible. If anyone would like to
help with event planning, please
call 902-852-5303.

Four million hits on YouTube - and now 
in Uxbridge



O Canada, I sit on guard for thee

I have decided, for the foreseeable
future, that I will no longer stand
for the playing of the Canadian
national anthem. Nor will I remove
my hat.

I have not come to this decision
lightly, although I know I likely
will be criticized for it. My decision
is not made out of lack of respect or
love for Canada, but because I do
respect and love this country.

Every Friday night during the
hockey season, I can be found at
the Uxbridge arena watching the
Uxbridge Bruins. I also attend
other OHA Junior C Central
Division games from Georgina to
Little Britain, Clarington to Port
Perry - (I have stopped going to
Lakefield because it is too long a
drive). At every game, the crowd is
asked to stand and remove cover
for the playing of the national
anthem.

All these years, I have stood
proudly. I don't sing along, because
I have a terrible singing voice, but
that doesn't mean the words to the
anthem are not going through my
head. Of late, I find the words -
and the central theme of the
anthem - have started to ring hol-
low: "O Canada, we stand on
guard for thee."

I wonder how many people just
sing the words without giving any
thought to their meaning. And I
begin to question who is standing
on guard for Canada . . . and how.
Just last week, a Canadian woman

was denied entry into the United
States by U.S. border officials
because she had had some mental
health issues in the past. How did
they know? They had access to her
Canadian medical files. How are
U.S. officials obtaining Canadian
health records? Who stands on
guard?
A little before that, it was revealed

that the U.S. National Security
Agency set up a spying operation at
the G20 meeting in Toronto in
2010 with the blessing of the
Communications Security
Establishment Canada (CSEC).
Why is the Canadian government
knowingly allowing foreign spies to
operate in our country unimpeded?
Who stands on guard?

The Integrated Cross Border Law
Enforcement Operations Act,
passed in 2012, allows armed U.S.
law enforcement officers to cross
the border and make arrests in
Canada. Why would the Canadian
government allow foreign police
officers to ignore our borders and
our jurisdiction? Who stands on
guard?

The Americans have passed a law
that will require Canadian banks to
report to the U.S. Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) the private banking
information of their customers

who are residents of Canada and
are or once were American citizens.
Failure to do so will result in costly
sanctions against the banks'
American operations. What right
does a foreign country have telling
Canadian corporations how they
must operate in their own country?
Who stands on guard?

Corporations owned by the
Chinese government have been
allowed to buy Canadian resource
operations and then deny jobs to
Canadians by running the opera-
tions with workers brought over
from China, as is the case at a coal
mine near Tumbler Ridge in B.C.
The coal, once mined, will all be
shipped back to China. Who
stands on guard?

Then there are the approximately
400,000 "temporary foreign work-
ers" allowed into the country to
work at jobs in places like Tim
Horton's and the Royal Bank of
Canada for 15 per cent less than
these companies would have to pay
Canadian workers. How can the
Canadian government allow this
when we still have thousands of
unemployed Canadians and a stag-
gering number of young people
who can't find work? Who stands
on guard?
It certainly doesn't sound to me as

though anyone is standing on
guard for Canada.

So what can I, a solitary Candian,
do to stand on guard for Canada? I
could just run with this column,
but it will soon be forgotten. I
could write to my member of
Parliament, but he and I have
already agreed to disagree on many
things. No, I feel I need to do
something more. After much

thought, the only option I see for
me is to sit on guard instead.

I don't expect it to be an easy
thing to do. I imagine most people
will look at me sitting there and
think to themselves: "What a jerk!"
But, just maybe, some who read
this column might agree with me
and join me. However, if anyone
should confront me about my
decision not to stand and remove
my hat when the anthem is played,
it will give me an opportunity to
explain why. And, just maybe, if
they give me that opportunity, they
also might start thinking about this
gradual eroding of our sovereignty.

Tell me, am I wrong?
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Uxbridge Indoor Golf Academy

HOLIDAY SPECIAL
�FREE Video Analysis ($40 value) with every paid   

1 hour lesson 
�10% off hourly rate for simulator for 18 holes
�Offer good from Dec. 7 to Jan. 20, 2014

To book instruction or a tee-off time, please contact: Tony Robinson, CGTF golf
instructor.  Cell: 416-573-2881, email: trobinson@globalgolfpost.com  

Located at corner of Owen Rd. & Hwy. 47, beside the Uxbridge Veterinary Hospital

Am I Wrong?  
column by Roger Varley

Help Celebrate 
our 20th Christmas

at 
KENSINGTON

SILVER STUDIO
featuring Constance Laing 

and Fly Freeman
Enter our draw to win a pair of 

silver Cosmos earrings
(drawing on December 23)

December hours: 

Tuesday to Saturday:11 to 6

28 Toronto Street North 

905-852-9198
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2013 Uxbridge
Santa Claus Parade
Best Float Winners

Best Overall:  
Tim Hortons

Best
Workmanship:

Roxy Theatre Kids
Best Service/Non-profit:

Goodwood Baptist
Church

Best Business Float:
Low’s Furniture

Best School Float:
St. Joseph’s C.S.

Best Sports Float:
North Durham

Soccer
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Santa loves to shop through The Cosmos!

Fri., Dec. 6 - GALA evening & public adjudication.
6:30-8-wine from Willow Springs Winery $5/glass,
complimentary appetizers. 
9:30 p.m. ACT-CO public adjudication

177 Queen St. Port Perry
905-985-6573

Take a Virtual Tour on our website
www.theweetartanshop.com 

Sweaters to
keep you warm!
Aran Men's or Ladies

Sweaters 
Regular $149.00

Sale $9900
CS-A823

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

9269 Conc. 3 
Uxbridge

FURNITURE FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS SALE

IN THE WORKSHOP

2 DAYS ONLY
Sat., Dec. 7th & Sun., Dec. 8th

10am ~ 4pm
REFRESHMENTS SERVED ~ BRING A FRIEND

ANTIQUES IN THE BARN

SAVE
up to 50% off
in-stock tables and more

up to 20% off
showroom giftware & artworks



By Roger Varley

If council had approved without
any changes the proposed 2014
budgets presented to them Tuesday
by the various departments at the
township offices, it would have
meant a 23-per-cent increase in
property taxes in Uxbridge in
2014.

However, after Councillor Pat
Molloy, chair of the finance com-
mittee, told the meeting that $2
million needed to be trimmed from
the proposed budgets to keep an
increase to two per cent, council
quickly knocked about $900,000
from the total in the first after-
noon. Several more budget meet-
ings are yet to come.

But Mr. Molloy, heading his
fourth budget process since being
elected to council in 2010, would
not say what council was looking
for in terms of a percentage
increase.

"I've never believed in setting
what the percentage should be," he
told the Cosmos following the
meeting. "It's more important to
look at reality. Some years are going
to be more expensive than others."

Mr. Molloy said the department
heads were not told ahead of time
to strive for a particular reduction
in their budgets by making cuts.

"Departments can't make that
decision," he said. "They try to
keep it down, but they need coun-
cil to make those decisions on what
they want cut. If the roads depart-
ment says they need this, they have
to ask for it and council decides the
priorities."

Early in the meeting, councillors
were told the township will take a
hit in two areas: 15 per cent less -
or $162,700 - in funding from the
Ontario Municipal Partnership
Fund (OMPF) than it received in
2013 and about $140,000 a year
lost to the township from new
reduced MPAC assessments of
gravel pits.

On the reduced OMPF funding,
Councillor Jacob Mantle said the
provincial government "is basically
saying Uxbridge is rich, we can
afford (the decrease)."
The meeting began with the heads

of all departments telling council of
their achievements over the past
year and some of what they hope to
accomplish next year. Several
pointed out that they have elec-
tronically streamlined processes to
save time and money. Bylaw said it
is planning a new bylaw to regulate
shooting ranges and another to
bring changes to the sign bylaw.
Public works said a new program
will be introduced to dim street
lights at night. Bob Ferguson, man-
ager of the arena and facilities,

pointed to extensive renovations at
the arena this past summer and said
work has been started at the Fields
of Uxbridge according to the
Master Plan.

Amanda Ferraro, manager of
recreation, gave the longest rendi-
tion, noting increased participation
in 2013 in recreational programs,
25 different summer camps operat-
ed by the township and 120 mem-
bers of the indoor walking program
at USS. In 2014, Ms. Ferraro said,
emphasis will be placed on swim-
ming lessons, landscaping at the
skate park will be completed  and
security cameras will be installed at
the train station.

Then council got down to the
nitty gritty, first taking on public
works. Ben Kester, Director of
Public Works, said township roads
are underfunded and a solution
needs to be found to adequately
fund road upkeep and maintenance
"in a sustainable way".

"If we didn't present the budget
we think we need, if we stayed at
two per cent (increase) every year,
the roads would deteriorate over
time," he said.

Unlike last year, when depart-
ments presented their budgets and
then were told to go and find sav-
ings and bring back new budget
proposals, Mr. Molloy opined that
the budgets presented Tuesday were
the ones to deal with. He said that

every department head knew the
township was in a tight situation
this year.

"I don't believe we came here to
listen to wish lists," he said. "In my
opinion, this is it."

Much discussion was held on the
fire chief's budget, which included
the $475,000 purchase of a new
truck to replace on which Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor called "a
lemon". Fire Chief Scott
Richardson said the truck, which
has only seen less than half its life
expectancy, has to have its brakes
looked at at least twice a year and
presents a danger to the firefighters
riding in it. The chief suggested
that the truck could be purchased
over two years but council agreed
with Mr. Mantle that Mr.
Richardson and the treasury
department should could back to
council with figures to show the
cost of financing the purchase over
four years.

Although council set no goal for
the budget in terms of decrease or
increase, figures show that, for a
home assessed at $400,000, a four-
per-cent increase would translate
into an extra $42.75 a year in taxes.
Three per cent would mean an
extra $32.06, two per cent would
be $21.37 and one-and-a-half per
cent would result in $16.03 in
extra taxes.
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Council begins budget process

Jim Rowlands, left, and Sherril Hodgson, far right, both of the
Uxbridge Legion, present Lorrie Houston, adminstrator for
Community Care Durham, with a cheque for $7,000. The money,
which was raised from the 2012 Poppy Campaign, of which
Sherrill is the chair, will go towards a new freezer and Meals on
Wheels carrying bags for the local Meals on Wheels program.

Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove



Drive from Toronto Street onto the
south end of Cemetery Road, go a
short distance and you will see on
the left at No. 164 the farm build-
ings where Robert Lee is planning to
create a brewery and distillery com-
plex. Before the late 1930s,
Cemetery Road was the main route
into Uxbridge Town from the south,
and it went right through this farm,
which belonged to the Hamilton
family for several generations.  

Four sons of John Hamilton of
Duns, Berwickshire, Scotland, came
to Ontario. Alex Hamilton once had
a store in Claremont, Ontario.  His
brother, John, lived in Pickering
Township. Robert Hamilton was a

teacher in various places in Ontario.
I am focussing here on the fourth

brother, William Hamilton. First, he
opened a store at York Mills, and
then in 1840s, he bought the
Collins lease and the Anderson
interest in the infant hamlet of
Uxbridge, which included much of
the land on both sides of Brock
Street west of Main Street. He made
improvements to the grist mill,
which was just east of the current
Uxbridge Library, and built a store.
William Hamilton began subdivid-

ing lots along Toronto Street South
and along both sides of Brock Street
west of Toronto Street. These lots are
shown on a plan as "Hamilton's
Village of Uxbridge." While this was
happening, Joseph Gould had start-
ed in the late 1840s selling lots fur-
ther south along Mill Street in the
area that became known as
Gouldville.

In 1854, Joseph Gould purchased
most of Mr. Hamilton's property in
the hamlet. I don't know the details
of what happened in this deal, but it
resulted in a law suit that went on
for a year. At the same time, William
Hamilton was reeve of the township
which then included the hamlet.

William continued to operate a
store, but in 1856 he bought the
south 75 acres of the west half of
Lot 27, Concession 6, which is the
farm property on Cemetery Road.
He soon acquired adjoining proper-
ties, and by 1861 was living in a two
storey frame house.

William and Elizabeth Hamilton
had three sons; John, Alex and
George, and a daughter Harriet.
Alex became a businessman in
Beaverton. John married Nancy
Bascom and was a merchant in
Uxbridge. George married Mary
Webster and stayed on the farm,
which he inherited in 1881.

Harriet married George Wheler,
who by then owned the mills in the
middle of town. He became reeve of
Uxbridge, warden of Ontario

County, post master from 1865 to
1874, and member of parliament
from 1878 to 1884.
Back at the farm, George and Mary

had two sons, William and Arthur.
They were both involved in custom
threshing in the area. Arthur
Hamilton's threshing machine is at
the Uxbridge Historical Centre. He
bought it new in the early 1900s and
made many improvements to it. He
was great at inventing things. A drill
press he made form parts of other
machinery is also at the Historical
Centre. Someone said that if the
snow plow broke in the middle of
the night, they could rely on Art
Hamilton to fix it.

Several times the Hamiltons sold
pieces of land from their farm to
enlarge the nearby Uxbridge
Cemetery.

In 1953, Arthur Hamilton and
his wife Marion sold the farm to
their son, Byron (Bun) Hamilton
and wife Kathleen.

William Hamilton, grandson of
the original William, was post-
master of Uxbridge from 1878 to
1929, a total of 57 years. He was
appointed a local magistrate, was
elected to Town Council, and was
mayor in 1892 and 1893. The
Hamiltons from that farm south
of town were certainly involved
in their local community.
There was a local brewery in the

1860s run by a Mr. A. Hamilton
,who was not a known relative to
the other Hamiltons.  It was
located on the north side of
Brock Street West approximately
across from the Firebridge store.
Among the products made there
was malt vinegar.

Uxbridge had a distill-
ery away back in the 1850s.  It
was located next to the mills
which were just east of the cur-
rent Library.  I understand that
over the years there have been a
few unofficial ones as well.

USS Takes to the Stage
by Alysa Wilson

Thursday, November 28, marked
the beginning of performances for
Onstage Uxbridge's production of
Red by John Logan, and directed
by Andy Fiddes at the Uxbridge
Music Hall. The show is based on
an abstract expressionist painter,
Mark Rothko, who is played by
David Geene. Marko looked at
what exactly art is. One of USS'
own plays the apprentice to
Rothko, Ken, in the two-man, 90
minute show - introducing Danny
Wright.

Danny is a Grade 12 student and
a major contributor to the drama
department of USS. In his Grade
11 year, he was apart of the
“Drama in the Community”

course, taught by Mr. Grujicich, in
which the class put on the classic
musical Bye Bye Birdie, with much
success. Danny is in the class again
this year and The Crucible will be
performed in February of 2014.
Outside of school, Danny has also
been in the play Anne of Green
Gables.

Danny's involvement in Red
began last June, when he first audi-
tioned. He was cast and handed a
script to look at throughout the
summer, which both he and Geene
had memorized by the time the
rehearsal process began in the mid-
dle of September.

Danny described his character,
Ken, as “naive and inexperienced
in the real world. I think he is shel-
tered and that he has secrets from
the past- ones that surface
throughout the play...”

To Danny, the performances so

far have been fairly good. He feels
as though the more that they per-
form, the more they “get in touch
with it and it becomes more
smooth”.

Maggie Anderson,
a Grade 11 stu-
dent of USS, went
to Friday's mati-
nee with her
drama class.

“We were really
surprised, not
because Danny
isn't great, but
because it showed
us how versatile he
can be on stage.
Being in The
Crucible with him,
I was used to see-
ing him acting in
one way, but this
show was differ-
ent. I was really
proud of his per-
formance. I think
that this is a show
that anybody

would enjoy seeing. You would
think it is all about art, but it cov-
ers some really big questions.”

In the future, Danny plans to
pursue drama and music by possi-

bly becoming a teacher for the two
art courses. He also wants to “act
onstage in Toronto or Broadway
some day.”

Mr. Grujicich was really
impressed with the performance of
Red.
“The set and lighting were fantas-

tic. If you are looking for some
great local theatre I would recom-
mend going to see this show.”
“Performing in Red has been a lot

of fun,” says Danny. And he is
happy with the outcome of all of
his hard work so far. According to
the Onstage Uxbridge website,
besides Danny, members of the
USS art club have contributed to
the production by creating and dis-
playing in the Music Hall six
“Rothko inspired paintings” which
will be auctioned off after Red per-
formances. All proceeds will go
towards the purchase of art sup-
plies for the Uxbridge Youth
Centre.

The final performance will take
place Saturday, December 7, at
8:00 p.m.
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our office

number, 905-852-1900, and correctly iden-
tify the location of our photo, will receive a
prize; this week, it’s two tickets to OnStage
Uxbridge’s RED. Last week’s Viewpoints,
which was one of the nutcrackers outside
Rutledge Jewellers, was guessed by Joy
Cornell. Congratulations, Joy!

photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

 Tiger Talk

CChhrriissttmmaass  CCaannddlleelliigghhtt  SSeerrvviiccee

TTuueessddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1100
77  pp..mm..

GGooooddwwoooodd  BBaappttiisstt  CChhuurrcchh
228833  HHiigghhwwaayy  4477
GGooooddwwoooodd

CCaarrooll  SSiinnggiinngg,,  CChhrriissttmmaass
MMeeddiittaattiioonn,,  AAddvveenntt  
CCaannddllee  LLiigghhttiinnggss

RReeffrreesshhmmeenntt  aanndd  FFeelllloowwsshhiipp
AAllll  WWeellccoommee

IInn  lloovviinngg  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  

CChhuucckk  BBeennnneetttt
DDeecceemmbbeerr  44,,   22001122

In my heart your

memory lingers

Always tender, fond

and true.

There's not a day,

my darling,

I do not think of you

LLoovvee  aanndd  mmiissss

yyoouu  ffoorreevveerr,,

DDiiaannnnee

Danny Wright is captured by an unknown photog-
rapher practicing for a dream moment in the
future - he’s holding local director and cinematog-
rapher Christopher Chapman’s Oscar Award dur-
ing a break in the USS drama classroom.

On Heritage Trails with Allan McGillivray



Services
TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice
reception, filing and organization work.
Experienced in customer service and
office assistance. Available hourly, daily,
weekly or monthly. Call Melissa Carroll,
905-852-9344 12/19
INCREASE CONFIDENCE; ACHIEVE
YOUR GOALS: Coaching, Mentorship,
Course-work Assistance, Learning
Strategies and Employment Concerns.
Fraser Education 905-852-1145
References Available.   01/30
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: Linda's
Daycare has part-time and full-time spots
available. We offer flexible hours and
reasonable rate. Please call  Linda for
information 647-462-7475.   12/5
THE HOME INSPECTOR: Have you
inspected for wind damage?  Shingles,
soffits, fascias and other exterior fea-
tures may have been damaged. Email
photos to james@thehomeinspec-
tor.ca for repair advice.   12/27
ACCOUNTING, bookkeeping.
Professional accountant’s office. Get
organized for 2013 income taxes. Best
rates for winter. 905-852-7634   12/19
QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow
computer or worried you have a virus?
need backups or parts fixed? Call Kevin
at Alexander Computer Services. Three
years experience at a local computer
shop. Mention “cosmos” for a special
deal! 416-629-6626 or kevin@alexan-
dercs.com  12/5
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY:
Custom Decks and Yard Structures,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top

Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Home
Improvements and Renovations.
Specializing in Custom Design Solutions.
Call Steve at Northwood Home Services
905-852-1750 12/26
DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Happy Trails, Happy Tails. Walks
and home visits. Loving care as if you
were there. Call 905-862-0522  12/26
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no
crates or kennels, reasonable rates.
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454  12/26

Wanted
PET SITTER required in my home,
aprrox. once or twice a week. Prefer
female, NOT suitable for retiree. MUSY
have experience with dogs. Please email
response with phone #.
Doggies.47777@hotmail.com   12/5
DRAFTSMAN with Auto CAD 2010
experience. Temporary position for two
months in Uxbridge. Send resumé to
reimersoffice@powergate.ca   12/5

For Sale
WASHER/DRYER, apt. sized. Stand
separately (not stackable). $100/pair.
905-862-3504   12/5
TWO MATCHING LOVESEATS :
Burgundy/blue/tan. Great condition.
$250/pr. o.b.o. 905-852-7456   12/12
4 x PIRELLI SNOW TIRES:
255/45R17. 95% new. Call 905-904-
3769   12/5
1999 DODGE DAKOTA PICKUP, 4 x
4, Club Cab, V8, AC, Std., body good, new
tires & exhaust. E-tested. $3,500. 905-
852-5014   12/12

COLLECTOR PLATES: Excellent
Christmas Gift! “Holiday Skaters”, “The
Homecoming” and “The Toy Store” by
Lloyd Garrison. Authenticity certificates
available. $25/ea. 905-862-3731
12/12
SNOW TIRES: 2 18” Goodyear tires on
rims, $150/tire, price negotiable. 905-
852-6017   12/5

STAY WARM THIS WINTER!
Seasoned, local firewood for sale, we
deliver and stack. Bush cord $375, Face
$150.  Taylor 416-460-7667  
nvfirewoodsales@gmail.com   12/19

For Rent
BRICK 1 1/2 story farm house, 3 bed-
room. Completely renovated-new doors,
windows & furnace. 905-852-5568
12/12
BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW, detached,
great neighbourhood for families.
Enquiries, please call 905-642-0030
12/12

Events
Christmas Craft Sale: Sat., Dec. 7, 10-
4 p.m. 801 & 803 Davis Dr. (near Davis
& Lakeridge) Last minute shopping-can-
dles, crocheting, knitting, baby items,
ornaments, baking and more! Parking at
rear.   12/5

Free
LARGE CHEST FREEZER: works well.
905-852-3264   12/5  
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“God sent the angel
Gabriel to the town of
Nazareth in Galilee.”

Luke 1:26

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Classified

UNIQUE

CHRISTMAS

GIFTS

ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED

A GILLDERCROFT?

9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE your 
business 
HERE!

ONLY $25/week

Call 905 852 1900
for details!

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

www.lisaritchie.ca
Accounting  & Bookkeeping

Financial  Statements
905.862.4166

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

UPRIGHT DOOR SERVICE INC.



Death with Dignity?

A beautiful little child, at the ten-
der age of 19 months, was afflict-
ed with a mysterious fever that
left her totally deaf and blind.
She was totally cut off from her
world, unable to understand or
be understood; trapped in a still,
dark prison from which most
people, including the doctor,
believed she would never emerge.
What were her parents to do with
hopeless Helen?  

Margaret Bever was born with
cerebral palsy. The doctors told
her anguished parents that life-
prolonging medical care for the
child would merely prolong her
vegetable-like but painful exis-
tence. The doctors wanted to
allow her to die. What were her
parents to do?  

A young medical intern watch-
es, in anguish, a woman dying
with “terminal cancer,” suffering
severe pain. He knows it's within
his power to put her out of her
misery. What should he do?  
These are three real life examples

that suggest the need for
euthanasia, a word and concept
that is front page news these days. 

The word euthanasia comes
from the Greek, meaning literally
“good death.” Other similar
terms used these days are “mercy
killing” or “death with dignity.”    

Many of us may face, at one
time or another in our life, situa-
tions like those mentioned above
or something similar, such as a
loved one  senile or suffering with

Alzheimer's disease, who no
longer recognizes family or
friends, just existing in an appar-
ent meaningless existence. It
would seem only fair and merci-
ful to put them out of their mis-
ery and not have to expend the
time, money and energy to keep
them alive.                                  

The Bible tells of a man named
Job (pronounced like Joe with a
“b” at the end), a very wealthy
man who had “everything.”
Through almost unbelievable cir-
cumstances he lost everything,
including his family and his
health,  afflicted with sore boils
from head to foot. If anyone was
in a position to contemplate sui-
cide  it was Job. The only things
he didn't lose were his life and his
wife.  His wife was no consola-
tion for she said, “Are you still
trying to hang on to your integri-
ty and be godly when God has
done all this to you? Curse God
and die.”  Job replied,  “You talk
like a heathen woman. What?
Shall we receive only pleasant
things from the hand of God and
never anything unpleasant?”
(Job 2:9, 10)  

Job went on to say, “The Lord
gave me everything I had, and
they were his to take away.
Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  

Job gives a different perspective
on euthanasia. Since it is God
that gives life, it is only God that
he can take life, when he sees fit.
In effect, euthanasia requires a
person to curse God, as Job's wife
proposed, and assume the posi-

tion of God to make the choice
of when life  should end,
whether it be your own  or  some-
one  else's.   Since we are not  all-
knowing,  including knowing
what the future holds,  is there
not always the chance that we
could make the wrong decision?  

The true examples I used at the
beginning illustrate the mistakes
that could have been made if
their lives had been terminated. 

Helen was Helen Keller, who
became an outstanding, world
famous,  woman, whose life story
was told in the movie The Miracle
Worker.

Margaret Bever became a  TV
producer. When she thinks of the
doctors'  advice to her parents to
let her die she says, “It blows my
mind.”                                       
The young intern was Christian

Barnard, who performed the first
human heart transplant. He
related in his autobiography that
he was only a needle plunge away
from “mercy killing” that
woman. He decided against it at
the last moment because he says,
“I was violating not only the laws
of social man but also my own
personal ethics.”  The next day
the patient began to improve and
six weeks later left the hospital,
free of pain with her disease
arrested for a few more years. He
says “I watched her go, wonder-
ing how I had come so close to
committing a tragedy.” 

It is truly impossible to know,
from a human standpoint, what
is best in such situations.
However, there is a higher ethic.
God is the giver of life, it is his to
take when the time is right. Only
he knows when that time is. We

are not to murder, even ourselves.
At a time when everything
looked hopeless,
the Bible prophet
Jeremiah said,
“Yet this I call to
mind and there-
fore I have hope:
because of the
Lord's great love
we are not con-
sumed, for his
compassions never
fail. They are new
every morning;
great is your faith-
fulness......... The
Lord is my por-
tion therefore I

will wait for him.”

Seniors complain about "slave
labour"

John and Helen McKenna, a senior
couple with a home in Barton
Farms, received a slightly less than
sympathetic hearing when they
appeared before council Monday to
seek relief from having to clear snow
from the sidewalk in front of their
home.

Referring to a bylaw that requires
homeowners to clear snow from
sidewalks, Mr. McKenna said he
was appealing for all residents.

"Why should we clear sidewalks?"
he asked. "They are not our proper-
ty. If we are injured, are we covered?
It is also slave labour, working with-
out compensation."
He said he and his wife have to hire

someone to clear the sidewalk for
them.

Mrs. McKenna said that their
driveway was blocked four times in
one day during a storm last year
when the township snowplow
pushed snow across it. She added
that it didn't seem fair that she and
her husband are required to clear

the sidewalk so other people, who
have no sidewalk to clear, can use it.

Councillor Bev Northeast offered
that many people will not buy
homes with a sidewalk in front for
just that reason.
Councillor Pat Mikuse asked that

Public Works Director Ben Kester
provide figures to show what it
would cost for the township to clear
sidewalks. Mayor Gerri Lynn
O'Connor added that it should
include the cost of clearing
windrows, that section of the road
where driveways meet pavement.
She said clearing windrows would
require new equipment and hiring
more people. She said it would
mean a "huge increase" in taxes if
the township cleared the sidewalks.

Eventually, council asked Mr.
Kester to report on the costs

involved and for the report to
become part of the budget process.

Get out your bathing suits: 
For the second year, council has
given its approval for the United
Way to hold a New Year's Day swim
in Elgin Pond.

Organizers Brad Ballinger and
Todd Williamson told council the
first Elgin Pond Plunge last year
raised $8,500 for charity, with 15 to
20 people taking part. In seeking
permission to hold a second event,
they also asked for use of Uxpool so
that swimmers can shower an
change after the plunge. The swim
will be held between 10 a.m. and 12
noon and Main Street will be
blocked off for the event.

Registration forms for the brave
will be available at Williamson's car
dealership.

No dirty fill for Dagmar: 
A team from Dagmar Ski Resort
appeared before council seeking
approval to bring in 240,000 cubic
metres of fill over the next three

years to facilitate grading and site
alterations on its ski hills.

The team, headed by CEO Alex
Nagy, assured council that only
environmentally clean fill would be
used.
"We'll do whatever it takes to keep

dirty soil out," council was told.
The team said every truckload

would be monitored so it would be
known exactly where the fill came
from and exactly where it is deposit-
ed on the Dagmar site.

"You can use us to learn how the
system works," Mr. Nagy said.
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger,

however, pointed to a fill operation
in East Gwillimbury that most
members of council visited in the
last year or so. Although it had been
touted as being designed to keep
dirty fill out, the site has now been
closed, Mr. Ballinger said.

Mayor O'Connor replied that
Dagmar is a multi-million-dollar
business and as such would not
jeopardize its operation by allowing
bad fill.

The request was referred to staff

and the township's fill committee
for study.

Save Our Siloam: 
With the sale of the Siloam
Community Centre a real possibili-
ty, Edward Beach, chair of the
Siloam Community Centre Hall
Board, appeared before council to
sing the praises of the building.

He said Siloam has the lowest
operating cost of any community
hall in the township and is the clos-
est to the urban area. He said its
bookings in December are similar to
all the other township halls and it is
also part of the annual Studio Tour.

"It's still a vital asset to the com-
munity," Mr. Beach said. "It needs
better promotion by the township."

He said although the hall is small,
it is ideal for small groups.
Mayor O'Connor said she was dis-

tressed to go on-line and find the
hall has an incorrect address, locat-
ing it in Mount Albert.

Council decided to take Mr.
Beach's comments under considera-
tion during budget discussions.
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Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward 
to continuing to serve our current and future clients. 

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

by Roger Varley
Notes from the December 2
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL

This Way   by Vince Winder



Dr. Google

Finding reliable, accurate health infor-
mation on the internet can be a chal-
lenge. A lot of pet owners google every-
thing from nutrition to home remedies.
Some information can be very good and
other information can be scary and
downright harmful. 
I think it is natural to want to search the
web so knowing which sites to trust can
be critical. 
In general, there are several important
things to look for. 
•  Is the site owner reputable? If you
don't recognize the name then how can
you trust what they are telling you?  
•  Is the site up to date and is the con-
tent informative, well-balanced and
accurate?  
•  Are the author's credentials known?
There is a very popular pet nutrition site
and the author is a human dentist. I
don't understand why anyone would
want to take pet nutrition advice from
this person. 
•  What is the goal of the website? Is it
to educate, sell products or just promote
an opinion? I like websites that are
designed just to educate. The authors of
the site should have no ulterior motive
other than to pass along sound informa-
tion. 

Here is a list a short list of reputable
websites: www.veterinarypartner.com is a
website with current pet health informa-
tion. The site is from the veterinarians
and experts of the Veterinary
Information Network (VIN). VIN is

the world's largest veterinary database.
You will find information on behaviour,
nutrition and a myriad of other health
issues. This site has “The Pet Nutrition
Corner” which can help you decipher
fact from fiction about pet food.
www.indoorpet.osu.edu This site belongs
to the University of Ohio's Veterinary
College. There is great information on
caring for your indoor cat. (The dog sec-
tion is still under construction).
www.petpoisonhelpline.com is a 24-hour

animal poison control service. They are
available to call for consultations (for a
fee). The information on their website is
free and contains lists common poisons
(medications, plants, cleaning products,
etc). They also have information on how
to poison proof your home. 

So go ahead and take a gander at
Google but remember to search sensibly.
Not everything on the internet is true
(really…it's not).

Thurs. through Sat., Dec. 5.
to Dec. 7, OnStage
Uxbridge presents Red, by
John Logan, 8:00 p.m. Uxbridge
Music Hall,
www.onstageuxbridge.com, at
Little Acorn, or by calling 905-
904-0895. See ad page 8. 
Fri., Dec. 6, “Welcome
Christmas”, featuring One
Voice Singers, St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, 7:30 p.m. $18
advance tickets at Presents, $20
at door.
Sat., Dec. 7, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+
hr., 4 km moderate pace; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Meet
at the trial entrance on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Dec. 7, Jewellery and
Accessories Sale, Chances
Are, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 7, Christmas
Bake Sale & Sandwich
Lunch, Sacred Heart Church,
11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Come buy some
Christmas baking and enjoy a
$5 sandwich lunch.
Sat., Dec. 7, December
Shindig, featuring Parental
Discretion Band, Uxbridge

Legion. $5 at door. 8 p.m. - 12
a.m.
Sun., Dec. 8, “Welcome
Christmas”, featuring One
Voice Singers, St. Paul’s
Anglican Church,  3 p.m. $18
advance tickets at Presents, $20
at door.
Sun.,Dec 8,  3 p.m. The
Tudor Consort, a 12 voice
early music choir will perform
Christmas music from the renais-
sance at  Historic Leaskdale
Church  in support of the Lucy
Maud Montgomery Society of
Ontario. . Admission is free but
contributions to support the
Society can be made at the door.

Wed., Dec. 11, Uxbridge
Horticultural Society,
Christmas Potluck Supper,
6:30 p.m., Uxbridge Senior’s
Centre.
Thurs., Dec. 12., The
Uxbridge Optimist's
Fantasy of Lights begins, run-
ning through to Dec. 31. 6 p.m.
- 9:30 p.m. each night. No
admission fee but donations
gratefully accepted and utilized
by youth organizations in
Uxbridge. Grand Opening
December 14, 6 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 13., The Men of
Note Male Voice Choir pres-

ents “Christmas in Uxbridge. 7
p.m. at St. Paul’s Anglican
Church. 905-852-7016
Fri., Dec. 13, 7 -  10 p.m.
YOUTH DANCE at the Arena;
Grades 4 to 8; Admission $7.00
in support of the USS Drama
Class January production of “The
Crucible”. 
Sat., Dec. 14, 8 - 12.     All
you can eat breakfast with
Santa at Annina's Bakery in
Goodwood with proceeds going
to Goodwood Public School
Grade 4/5 class for
H.A.V.H.A.C. (Help A Family
Have A
C h r i s t m a s ) .
Christmas Trees for Sale with pro-
ceeds
going to Goodwood Public
School and The Jennifer Ashliegh
Foundation,
9 - 12.
Sat., Dec. 14, Bach to Blues
Company's 14th annual
Christmas concert. 2:30 p.m.
& 7:30 p.m. Tickets $12 in
advance, $15 at the door.,$6
children's ticket for the afternoon
concert (children 12 and under).
354 Sunset Blvd., Stouffville
Sat., Dec. 14, 7 p.m. Trinity
United Church hosts a traveling
Children's Christmas Musical
“We Three Spies“. Free Will
Offering. Funds to go to St.
Stephens Children' s Home in
Kenya.

Sun., Dec. 15, The Chamber
Choir concert, 3 p.m., at
Trinity United Church. Tickets
available from Blue Heron Books
or Presents, Presents, or at the
door ($20, $15 for seniors and
students). 

Tues., Dec. 17, 1:15 and
6:30 p.m.   Holiday Concert
at Goodwood Public School
Fri., Dec. 20, Blood Donor
Clinic, Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre, 1:30 - 7 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 17, 1 p.m.,
Uxbridge Senior Citizens'
Club "TEA" and Christmas
Carols. Bring a friend or relative
and your Mug. New Members
Welcome! Memberships $10.00
pp/ per year.
Wed., Dec. 25, Christmas
Day Dinner at 12:00 noon.
The dinner is open to everyone
that wishes at the Senior's Centre
at 75 Marietta Street. If you wish
to come we would appreciate
you contacting St.Pauls Anglican
Church, 905-852-7016, to con-
firm your attendance. However,
you are welcome to attend even
if you do not contact us in
advance. There is no cost and
transportation can be provided.

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
is open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for

those requiring assistance. All
donations are always appreciat-
ed. Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food
Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church
Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
will be closed Wednesday
December 25, 2013 and
Wednesday January 1, 2014.
Instead, the Food Bank will be
open on Monday December 30,
2013 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Community Soup Lunch,
Wednesdays from 12 - 1:30
p.m., until Dec.18. At the
Presbyterian Church on Toronto
St. South. Donate as you are
able to support The Loaves and
Fishes Foodbank, and North
House.
Hospital Auxiliary
“Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good
fall and winter clothing. Proceeds
to Uxbridge Cottage Hospital.
CHRISTMAS STORE NOW
OPEN.

If you have a community event
for a charity or non-profit organi-
zation that you’d like us to men-
tion, please contact us at thecos-
mos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Thur sday,  December  5 th 201314The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

ONGOING

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

ONLY 20 DAYS TILL CHRISTMAS -  ORDER YOUR TURKEY
NOW! DROP IN AND CHECK OUT

OUR NEW FREEZER ITEMS!

www.thecosmos.ca

ON-LINE
Download
The complete
edition or selected
pages as PDF files!

Easy Viewing
Browse Classified
and Calendar
listings on your cell
phone!

Enjoy
Letters to the Editor,
Local columnists
and editorials!

Advertise
A "Link" to your
business web site!

The Uxbridge Cosmos on-line is
available every Wednesday evening.

We just keep getting better and better!

EVERYTHING ‘BRUIN’ AT WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM

Remember to bring a new, unwrapped toy
to any Bruins Home Game for the 

Uxbridge Toy Drive

Sunday, Dec. 8,
against Clarington

6:50 p.m. 

Pets & Their People  with Dr. Karen Bardecki

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT!!

DECEMBER 6, 7:45 p.m.DECEMBER 6, 7:45 p.m.

Against Clarington  Against Clarington  
At the Uxbridge ArAt the Uxbridge Arenaena



On Monday, November 25, the inaugu-
ral Meeting of 100 Women Who Care
Uxbridge was held at Wooden Sticks
Golf Club. Within one hour, the group
of 81 women voted to donate the pro-
ceeds of their inaugural meeting, a
staggering $8200, to Sunrise
Pregnancy and Family Support
Services. 

Karen Perrott, director of Sunrise
Pregnancy and Family Support
Services accepted a cheque for $8200
from a handful of 100 Women Who
Care Uxbridge members on December
2. 

Sunrise Family Support Services is a
local registered charity that under-
stands the challenge of pregnancy and
offers hope, support and services to
young parents who live in and around
the Uxbridge area. They are committed
to helping young parents grow and
thrive by offering resources, supplies,
mentoring, support groups, parenting
sessions and connections to the local
community. Sunrise Pregnancy and
Family Support Services works in part-
nership with other resources within the
Durham region.  For more information,
visit www.sunriseuxbridge.com
1 hour + 100 women + $100/woman
= big impact on the local community!
This is the formula and mode of opera-
tion for the 100 Women Who Care
Uxbridge chapter. The commitment for
each member involves attending an

hour long meeting every three months
and pledging $100/meeting.
Membership can also be done in pairs
or groups of four. Within the hour long
meeting, the group draws three chari-
ties at random from previously filled
out nomination forms, hears a five-
minute presentation about the charity
from the nominating member and then
each member votes for the charity they
most want to support.
The next meeting of 100 Women Who

Care Uxbridge Chapter will be held on
February 24, 2014.  Visit the website:
www.100womenuxbridge.com for
meeting location, membership and
additional information.   New members
always welcome! 

Thur sday,  December  5 th    201315The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

Revenge is sweet for Bruins 

Twin
NAILS SPA&

NAIL CARE • WAXING • MASSAGE • SKIN CARE

Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!Free Mani & Pedi ($35 value)

with the purchase of  eyelash extensions

Free Eyebrow Waxing ($8 value)
with the purchase of  
• Spa Mani+Pedi or
• 1hr Body Massage or
• Advanced Facial or
• Feet Reflexology 

Massage

10%off
all services
With any purchase $50 or more. 

Including gift certificates.

905-852-9009
Mon - Sat 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge 
(across from Zehrs)
www.twinsnails.ca

Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian

 (by appointment)

   Available

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Rick Callaghan

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

IT’S
UNDERC

OATING

SEASON

!
HAVE

YOU

GOT

YOURS?

by Roger Varley

Backed by a solid performance by
goalie Max Tjin, the Uxbridge
Bruins kept the Little Britain
Merchants - and especially Kurtis
Moore - off the score board at the
arena on Friday, downing the visi-
tors 6-0.
It was sweet revenge for the Bruins,

who were pummelled 6-3 by the
Merchants a week earlier, with
Moore, the OHA Junior C Central
Division's top goal scorer, notching
five. The Bruins, particularly Korey
Brand, smothered Moore like a
blanket on Friday and Tjin made a
great save in the middle of the third
period when Moore swooped in on

him. The win was made sweeter by
the fact the Bruins dressed three
call-up players while three of the
team's top five goal scorers were out
of action because of injuries.

In Lakefield on Tuesday, however,
despite a valiant effort, the Bruins
were doubled 6-3 by the Chiefs.

The Chiefs took a three-goal lead
before Korey Brand, assisted by
Carter Vahey and Tim Bierema, put
the Bruins on the scoreboard mid-
way through the second. But
Lakefield came back with another
before the period ended,

In the third, the Bruins pulled to
within one goal after Brand scored
his second, with Bierema and
Marco Mastrangelo assisting, and

Bierema notched his third point
with a goal, assisted by Thomas
Sheedy. But the powerful Chiefs,
who are beginning to take a strong
hold on first place in the OHA
Junior C Central Division,
unloaded two more past goalie
Cody Northover. 

In Friday night's hard-hitting,
penalty-filled game, with the teams
receiving 22 penalties each for a
total of 142 minutes, only two of
Uxbridge's goals came on the power
play. But the home team's penalty
killing was flawless, including a 66-
second two-man disadvantage late
in the first period.

Bierema opened the scoring with
the only goal of the first period,

assisted by Jeremy Toupin and call-
up player Owen Scuralli.

Early in the second period, Little
Britain came close to tying the
game, but Tjin made a great glove
save to prevent a short-handed goal.
Vahey made it 2-0 three minutes
later when he lifted the puck high
on goalie Garrett Haden's stick side.
The assist went to Justin Dube.
Then Connor Beck scored when the
puck appeared to bounce into the
net off Haden's back. Matt Pollard
and Dylan Locke were given the
assists. The Bruins rounded out the
period with Locke's power-play goal
while the team was enjoying a 105-
second two-man advantage. Vahey
was given the assist.

In the third, 30 seconds after Tjin
made his stop on Moore, Beck came
back with his second of the night,
batting the puck out of the air.
Pollard and Locke added to their
assist totals. Bierema closed out the
scoring with the Bruins' second
power-play goal, assisted by Pollard
and Mastrangelo.

With the win and the loss, the
Bruins remain in third place, 12
points behind the Chiefs,

This weekend sees the Bruins in a
home-and-away series against the
Clarington Eagles.

The Troop 
by Mark Humphrey

Beavers had a campfire and scav-
enger hunt night this month - I'm
sure some hot chocolate was
involved and some campfire songs.
They also visited the Uxbridge-
Scott Heritage museum, where
they got to make real butter.

The Cubs had a visit from two
Durham Police Officers to talk
about the dangers of drugs and
alcohol, part of their Home and
Community badge work. Their
Akela reported that they had a lot
of questions and they felt good
about knowing the police are here
in Uxbridge to help us and keep us
safe. 
They also send a thank you out to

Uxbridge for their support with
popcorn sales. This year they will
be able to camp out in the railroad
cabooses at Woodland Trails Scout
camp and are planning a sleepover
at the new aquarium in Toronto.

At the beginning of the month,
the Scouts hiked 12 kilometers
from Ninth Line Stouffville to
Woodland Trails Scout Camp with
full packs, to camp overnight and
hike back the next day. 
The area we travelled through was

part of the York region trails and
the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail. 

The first day it poured through-
out our entire hike, so staying dry
and keeping our gear dry was a
challenge. When we got to our
camping area, a roaring fire was
first priority. The can of stew we
each had packed was cooked up in
a communal pot and, as disgusting
as it sounds, was incredibly tasty as
well as warming. After some great
campfire songs and stories it was
time for bed. The temperature
dropped to -5 that night and we
woke up to frozen shoes and
ground that crunched when we
walked. Again, a fire was first pri-
ority. After a good warm breakfast

we packed up and headed back. It
is surprising how much faster you
can go after the food is gone and
your pack is so much lighter.

Last May at the Scout Camporee
that was held in Elgin Park, one of
the visiting Scout troops had a
small fire caused by leaky propane
equipment. Two of our own Scouts
were ready with a fire extinguisher
and had the fire out in no time.
This month Scouts Aiden Bowers
and Alex Wong received special
commendations from the Chief
Commissioner, Andrew Price - a
certificate outlining their deed and
a special badge they can wear on
their uniform. The Scout Motto is
“Be Prepared” and these boys cer-
tainly were. We are very proud of
them.

Scouts also teamed up with the
Venturers for a fun night of bowl-
ing at Parish Lanes. They are doing
a Toonie Tuesday, $2 per game and
$2 for shoes which makes for a
great evening for those of us on a
budget.

All sections participated in the
Remembrance Day ceremonies
and the Santa Claus parade. For
the parade we had a main float for
the Beavers, pulled by a truck. The
Cubs sailed all the way in canoes
and two mini floats pulled by the
Scouts-a Scout ice fishing and a
Scout in a tent got a lot of laughs
from the parade audience.

As well, the Owasco Area of
which we are a part had an
Honours and Awards ceremony
recently for those leaders who have
received commendations or medals
for exceptional service or long serv-
ice. Five of us from Uxbridge
attended, and several others had
prior commitments but all togeth-
er we showed Uxbridge proud.

Pictured above, from left to right: Janice Fitger (executive); Kathy Clulow (member); Karen
Perrott (Director of Sunrise Pregnancy and Family Support Services); Andrea Scowcroft
(executive); Mimi Brown (executive); Kim McNaughton (member) accept the cheque from
100 Women Who Care Uxbridge, for $8,200.



with Dale Hickey

November News

Lots of things are happening at
the Rotary Club of Uxbridge this
month and next.

Our 2014 TRIP OF THE
MONTH tickets are being sold
by all members with the first early
bird draw to take place next week
along with the regular monthly
draw for November. This is a
highly successful annual fundrais-
er and is a major source of income
for the club. It assists Rotary in
aiding and supporting numerous
local and world initiatives. Some
of these include Africycle, the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society,
Uxbridge Library, Uxbridge
Youth Centre, Precious Minds,
Blood Donor Clinics, Uxbridge
Food Bank, Rotary Skatepark and
on the international scene, Rotary
contributes to Polio Plus.

Your purchase of a 2014 Trip of
the Month Club ticket helps us
do all of the above and much
more. Tickets remain at $150
each, and as always only 400 will
be sold. Each month, three win-
ners are pulled out of the drum,
including the month's trip win-

ner, followed by cash prizes of
$150 and $100 respectively..
Monthly winning tickets go back
into the drum and are eligible for
all 12 draws. 

Trip winners can accept that
month's designated trip, a $2,500
Getaway Travel travel voucher or
$2,250 in a cash payout. 

The tickets make excellent
Christmas gifts for that hard to
buy for person on your list.

We will also have a spot in the
Fantasy of Lights. This is great
way to spend time with the fami-
ly, on a leisurely stroll or drive
though at Elgin Park.

Lastly, we are always looking for
new members for our Club.
Come out to a breakfast on a
Thursday morning at 7:00 a.m. at
Jersey's and see what Rotary is
about. Our upcoming speakers
include:  

Dec. 5th - Brad Catleugh (pho-
tographer who will be showing
images of Syria)
Dec. 12th - Kerin Lloyd  (a past
president of the Club)
Dec. 19th - Adrian Giacca, (Rice
Straw Bale Construction)
Dec. 26th - No Meeting

Wishing you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy, Healthy
and Prosperous New Year from
the Rotary Club of Uxbridge. 
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Visit Our Web Site For Gift Ideas, Volunteer Information and Children's Activities http://www.uxbridgetoydrive.com

Uxbridge Toy Drive
2013

Our Goal 1500 Toys
New unwrapped toys for donation to the Toy Drive may

be dropped off at any of the locations to the right.

All toys donated will go to Uxbridge families.

Drop Off Locations

Uxbridge Toy Drive
2013 

More pics from the Santa Claus Parade 

photos by John Cavers


