
by Amy Hurlburt

Artist Bert Liverance was surprised-
when he was contacted by the Royal
Canadian Mint to design a new
series of collector coins showcasing
Canada's favourite flowers. After dis-
covering Liverance's work through
his website, the Mint contacted him
and requested his participation in a
competition for the opportunity to
develop the coins.

“I never found out how many peo-
ple were in the competition,” states
the Goodwood-based artist. “It was
an honour to be considered amongst
so many talented artists out there,
and even more of an honour to have
them choose my designs. They could
have picked any artist in Canada.” 

Liverance, a botanical artist for
about 20 years and former sculptor,
found that this experience was an
excellent opportunity to hybridize
his interests in both three dimen-
sional and two dimensional art. His
portfolio is fairly extensive, consist-
ing of artwork held by corporations
and private collectors worldwide and
shown in juried exhibitions through-
out North America. He is also a
member of the Botanical Artists of
Canada, American Society of
Botanical Artists, Oil Painters of
America, and Group of Twelve. He
is also currently enrolled in the
Royal Botanical Gardens Edinburgh
Botanical Illustration Program, a
three-year degree program. 

Working with the Royal Canadian
Mint was Liverance's first opportu-
nity to have his work converted into
a coin. He found the whole experi-
ence to be extremely positive: “The
best part was certainly working with
the people from the Mint,” he states.
“They were really so fantastic…it's
incredible the way they can take a
two dimensional image and make it
a three dimensional image. They
were so flexible, and absolutely great
to work with.” 

The process allowed for some cre-
ative collaboration, with Liverance
suggesting one different flower in
lieu of an initial suggestion, which
they found to be agreeable.

The first coin from the collection
was released earlier this month.
“Tulip” is a silver $5 coin featuring a
niobium core, new technology that
allows selective colourization
through an electrical charging

process. In this case, the tulip is a
vibrant peach colour and was chosen
by the Mint to launch the series to
celebrate Ottawa's claim as “The
Tulip Capital of North America”.   

The coin's production began as a
19” x 19” painting, which was
altered for engraving to suit the 28
millimetre coin. The two coins that
are still to be released (the flowers for
which are still secrets for the time
being) should be available by late
summer or early fall, before the hol-
iday season. 

“It's a long process,” explains
Liverance. “The tulip was done last
fall, and it's hard to keep it quiet,
but the whole thing is very confiden-
tial. I could only tell my wife!”

Liverance credits his wife with
helping his art bloom to its fullest
potential: “Artists cannot survive
without support or having someone
who backs them. My wife is definite-
ly that person for me. She keeps me
sane, and keeps me running,” he says
with a laugh. 
“It was a joy working with the peo-

ple at the Mint. They treat artists
with such gratitude and respect. It
really is wonderful to see a Crown
Corporation supporting Canadian
artists - working hand-in-hand with
them to create lasting images. This
whole experience has been a treat
and a privilege”

“Tulip” is limited to 6,000 coins
worldwide and sells for $139.95 on
the Royal Canadian Mint website.
Rutledge Jewellers has stocked a lim-
ited number of coin frames that con-
vert the coin to a pendant on a silver
necklace - wearable art! To view
Liverance's work, visit www.bertliv-
erance.com. He can also be reached
at bert@colishcreations.com.

Bert Liverance and the Tulip Coin: inset, coin
detail. Submitted photo
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MARCHING TO THE BEAT OF HER OWN DRUM - Sierra Lehman taps out a beat as a youth mem-
ber of the Uxbridge Pipe and Drum Band at the Highland Games of Durham, held this past weekend at Elgin Park. For more
pictures of the Higland Games, visit www.thecosmos.ca Photos by John Cavers

Inside This Week’s Cosmos 

The Cosmos is Twitter-pated . . . 3
Building better minds one Lego brick at a time . . . 4
Canada and The Anniversary . . . 5
Coloured cattails in countryside preserve . . . 6 
Maud and World War 1 . . . 8

Royal Canadian Mint chooses
Goodwood artist to design
collector coin series



Thur sday,  Ju ly  31s t   20142The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for August

Monday, August 11th 
COUNCIL   9:30 a.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Follow the
Township Online

Are you on the list of voters for the 2014
Municipal and School Board elections?

THE UXBRIDGE PUBLIC
LIBRARY TEMPORARY

LOCATION

2 Campbell Drive, 
Suite 307A, Uxbridge

Hours of operation: Monday to
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Renovations Update
The renovations at the library
are going very well! The
library looks fantastic and we
are so excited to share our
new look and new computer
lab with our members. Stay
tuned for a re-opening date
sometime between the middle
and end of August.  

Special Offer: Anyone wanting
to be the first to see all the
changes can offer their box
lifting/shelf building/general
moving skills for an extra spe-
cial early sneak peak! Please
e m a i l
alexandra.hartmann@uxlib.com
if interested.

Red Cross Babysitting
Course

For ages 11+
Great way to be sure that you
have the skills and knowledge
required to be a qualified
babysitter. Two afternoons -
Wednesday, Aug. 20 AND
Thursday, Aug. 21 (must
attend both) from 1 until 4:30
p.m. Cost is $70 per partici-
pant and includes a handbook
and a wallet-sized certificate.
Please pre-register at 2
Campbell Drive, Suite 307A

Online Summer Reading
Programs - 

We NEED more 
participation!!

Tween Online Summer
Reading Club (Entering
Grades 5 - 7 in September
2014)
www.uxlib.com/tweenstalk

Teen Online Summer
Reading Club (Entering
Grades 8 and over in
September 2014)
www.uxlib.com/teenreading

SPECIAL BUDGET
MEETING NOTICE:

Uxbridge BIA
Board of Directors 
will be hosting a 

SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING 
Re: 2015 BIA Budget planning

DATE: Tuesday, August 19
TIME: 6:30 p.m.
LOCATION: BIA Business
Centre/YDHR Train Station (19
Railway St.)

All welcome to join the BIA
budget discussion for planning
our 2015 expenses.

NOTE: Next regular monthly
BIA Board of Directors meeting
is Tuesday, August 8.

More info available at
www.uxbridgebia.com
or email
businessfacilitator@uxbridgebia.ca

Maud of Leaskdale
Summer theatre 

July 3 to August 28
Thursdays 7:30 p.m.

Saturdays & Sundays 3 p.m. 

Tours
Church & Manse 

Wednesday to Sunday 
or by appointment

Teas & Entertainment
Wednesdays 1 - 3 p.m.

July & August

Full details and tickets on our website  
lucymaudmontgomery.ca

Historic Leaskdale Church
11850 Regional Road 1, Leaskdale

905-862-0808
email: lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com

 

THIS SUMMER AT THE UXBRIDGE
HISTORICAL CENTRE. 

Don't miss! 'Uxbridge at War' exhibit on display until September
28. A special exhibit exploring the role of Uxbridge in WWI & WWI
through artifacts, photographs, and archival materials from the
Museum's collection and on loan from members of the community.

'Dear Sadie: Love, Lives and Remembrance from Ontario's
First World War', a travelling exhibit from the Archives of Ontario,
on display for the month of July only. This poignant exhibit uses let-
ters between soldier Henry Mason and his sweetheart, Sadie
Arbuckle, to tell the moving story of their relationship while also
exploring the reality of war. 

Tours of these exhibits and the Centre's eight heritage build-
ings take place Wednesday to Sunday and holidays from

10am to 4pm. Regular admission rates apply. Visit our 
website for details.

'The Bohemian: A Prelude to War', based on "Ballads of a
Bohemian" by Robert W. Service, created and directed by Conrad
Boyce, presented in  the Historical Centre's Fifth Line Church for
the months of July and August. Performance time, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $25/adults, $20/ students and seniors, available at
Uxbridge's Blue Heron Books and at the door. Visit the Centre's
website for dates.

Uxbridge Historical Centre (Uxbridge-Scott Museum & Archives)
7239 Concession Rd. 6, just north of Brock St./Durham 8

905-852-5854, museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com

 C I R C U S  
C A M P!

Due to popular demand,
we have ADDED another

week!

~ Week #7 August 11-15
~ Ages 8-13 years 
~ $160 

Come with us and join the
circus! Our new high energy
Circus Camp takes
campers into the wondrous,
magical world of the circus!
Includes acrobatics, barrel
walking, stilts, magic tricks,
juggling, special face paint
painting, balloon work-
shops, slack lining, and
clowning around with equip-
ment specially designed
with youth safety in mind.   

Circus camp is a perfect
way for kids to unleash their
inner creativity and passion
in a fun and safe environ-
ment. Camper games and
activities included. 

Special performance at
the Camp Show 

on Friday!

9 0 5 -8 5 2 -7 8 3 1
For more information,

please visit
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
or visit the Uxpool for a
copy of the Camp Flyer

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please note that the Animal
Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog
located at 1360 Reach Street,
Port Perry, will be closed on
Saturdays until further notice.
Animal Shelter hours of oper-
ation are Monday to Friday 10
a.m. - 5 p.m. For further infor-
mation, please contact the
Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-
Scugog at (905) 985-9547 or
v i s i t
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.
ca/animal_control 



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

What would your kids say if they
knew that the Lego they were play-
ing with was E-D-U-C-A-T-I-O-
N-A-L? They likely wouldn't care,
as the multi-coloured little pieces
of plastic that are built into entire
mini-universes are the staple of
many a childhood (and the bane of
many a parent's foot in a darkened
room!) Some Lego, however, has a
special purpose, and that is to be
part of Bricks 4 Kidz,, a relatively
new way of using Lego to teach
children some of the fundamentals
of  science, technology, engineer
and mathematics (S.T.E.M.-based
learning). And this learning while
you play is coming to North
Durham. 

Jay Da Costa, a computer techni-
cian/website developer/semi-pro-
fessional actor who currently lives
in Beaverton with his family,
recently started a Bricks 4 Kidz
franchise that will cover all of
North Durham, the Kawarthas and
Lake Simcoe. 

“I really love kids, and I was hav-
ing a lot of fun volunteering at my
daughter's school. I directed a play,
helped with Scientist in the School,
that sort of thing, and I just loved
it. I was looking for something to
do like this but more as a job, and
I came across Bricks 4 Kidz,”
explains Jay.

He got in touch with Bricks 4
Kidz, and after a lengthy vetting
process, Jay travelled to Florida to
train at the head office of the
Creative Learning Corporation,
which owns the Bricks 4 Kidz com-
pany. Now his home office has
shelves that are filled with various
kits of Lego in all shapes and sizes,
all waiting to be built into fantastic
little worlds that are going to teach
their creators how things work. Jay
hopes to unpack all these kits at a
camp that he's holding at the
Uxbridge Legion beginning August
11.  There will be two themes to
these Lego camps - one will be
based on the popular video game
Minecraft, and the other will be an
amusement park. The kits being
used at this camp are specially
designed for use by 6 - 12 year olds,

and include motors, pullies, robot-
ics - real-live working parts!
Campers can either come in the
morning and help build a 3D
Minecraft space, the afternoon to
build an amusement park (that will
have working rides, etc.), or stay all
day and help build both. There
will also be opportunities for
freeplay with the Lego, as well as
crafts.

“I'm so excited about this,” says
Jay. “I love Lego myself, and I get
to play with it, and kids, all day! It
doesn't get any better,” he laughs.

Bricks 4 Kidz isn't just a camp
activity. Some of the kits (which
are real Lego but are not like the
kits you buy in retail stores) are
geared toward older students - Jay
gives the example of the DNA kit.
Students in school can learn all
about DNA in a traditional way,
and then are given the opportunity
to build a double helix out of Lego.
At the highest levels there are com-
puter programs that enable stu-
dents to use their Lego in stop-
motion animation.

Jay hopes to take Bricks 4 Kidz
into many schools, where it can be
used either in class or as part of an
after school program. There is
already a Bricks 4 Kidz franchise in
York Region, and Jay says that it
has been approved for use in sever-
al schools there. He hopes to have
the same happen in his new “terri-
tory”. He also says Bricks 4 Kidz
makes a sensational themed birth-
day party activity. 

Bricks 4 Kidz has been voted the
number one kid's enrichment fran-
chise in the world, and can be
found as far afield as Australia,
New Zealand, India and Spain,
just to name a few. 

Bricks 4 Kidz® North Durham,
Lake Simcoe and the Kawarthas
will be offering summer camps in
Uxbridge on August 11 - 15 at the
Uxbridge Legion. For more infor-
mation on these and other Bricks 4

Kidz programs, or to register for
camp sessions, please visit
www.Bricks4Kidz.com/382, or
contact Jay Da Costa at
jdacosta@bricks4kidz.com.

Thur sday,  Ju ly  31s t   20143The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

TOWNSHIP OF 
UXBRIDGE

QUOTE NO. Q14-17
ROOF AT THE UXBRIDGE

HISTORICAL CENTRE
PRINT SHOP

Sealed Tenders will be
received until July 31st, 2014,
by 2 p.m. local time by: Debbie
Leroux, Clerk, Township of
Uxbridge.

Lowest or any bid not 
necessarily accepted. 

This Bid Document is posted
on the Township of Uxbridge's
website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.c
a/bids_and_tenders under
Current Bid Opportunities and
is available for downloading in
Adobe Acrobat Version 6.0 or
higher (at no charge or for a
fee) by following the registra-
tion instructions on that page.
Please ensure that when you
download the document, you
add your company's name to
the Document Takers List in
order to receive any addenda
that may be issued.  For ques-
tions regarding downloading of
documents, contact the Clerk's
Department at 905-852-9181,
Ext. 220.

The bidder is solely responsi-
ble for ensuring receipt of all
addenda posted on the
Township's website and that
they have been taken into
account in the formation of
their bid. In submitting a Bid,
the Bidder acknowledges,
understands and accepts the
conditions noted in this article.
To receive addenda by email,
bidders must register on the
Township's website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.c
a/bids_and_tenders on the
Current Bid Opportunities
page.
Delivery of Tender Documents

by Mail: Where document tak-
ers request delivery of any
competitive bid documents by
mail, the Township accepts no
liability or responsibility, and is
not under any obligation, to
ensure the document is
received by the requestor with-
in a time frame sufficient to
allow the requestor to submit a
bid.

The request to use the mail,
courier services or any third
party for delivery of any com-
petitive bid documents to the
document taker will be entirely
at the risk of the requestor and
the Township will be under no
obligation to extend any com-
petitive bid closing dates in the
event of a claim of a delay in
receipt of the documents
mailed by the Township.

QUOTE NO. Q14-18
HILLSON SHED AND
GAZEBO PAINTING

Sealed Quotes will be received
until July 31st, 2014, by 2 p.m.
local time by:  Debbie Leroux,
Clerk, Township of Uxbridge.

Lowest or any bid not 
necessarily accepted.

This Bid Document is posted on
the Township of Uxbridge's web-
site at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/
bids_and_tenders under Current
Bid Opportunities and is avail-
able for downloading in Adobe
Acrobat Version 6.0 or higher (at
no charge or for a fee) by follow-
ing the registration instructions
on that page.  Please ensure
that when you download the
document, you add your compa-
ny's name to the Document
Takers List in order to receive
any addenda that may be
issued.  For questions regarding
downloading of documents, con-
tact the Clerk's Department at
905-852-9181, Ext. 220.

The bidder is solely responsible
for ensuring receipt of all adden-
da posted on the Township's
website and that they have been
taken into account in the forma-
tion of their bid.  In submitting a
Bid, the Bidder acknowledges,
understands and accepts the
conditions noted in this article.
To receive addenda by email,
bidders must register on the
Township's website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/
bids_and_tenders on the
Current Bid Opportunities page.

Delivery of Tender Documents
by Mail: Where document takers
request delivery of any competi-
tive bid documents by mail, the
Township accepts no liability or
responsibility, and is not under
any obligation, to ensure the
document is received by the
requestor within a time frame
sufficient to allow the requestor
to submit a bid.

The request to use the mail,
courier services or any third
party for delivery of any compet-
itive bid documents to the docu-
ment taker will be entirely at the
risk of the requestor and the
Township will be under no obli-
gation to extend any competitive
bid closing dates in the event of
a claim of a delay in receipt of
the documents mailed by the
Township.

Fifth Line Church, 
Uxbridge Historical Centre

Showtime 7:30 pm

Tickets $25, $20
for students and seniors 
at Blue Heron Books
62 Brock Street West

905-852-4282

A Tribute to the 
Centennial of World War I

Based on "Ballads of a Bohemian" 
by Robert W. Service

Created and Directed by Conrad Boyce
Music by Bonnie Lawrence and Val Dean

Boyce Entertainment
presents

Featuring 

Conrad Boyce and Jane Loewen

Show Dates:
July  18, 19, 22, 25, 26 & 29
August  5, 12, 16, 22,  23, 26 & 29

Lego + learning = good times

Jay da Costa and daughter Olivia, 8, build a
Pig using one of the Bricks 4 Kidz Lego sets.
“I’ve got my own play tester!” jokes Jay.

Photo by Robyn da Costa

Only 7 shows left!
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our two cents

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Mountains and molehills

Letters to the Editor

We know that, technically, we’re not really in a position to comment on the goings-on at the so-
called Greenbank Airport site. Technically it’s outside the Township of Uxbridge, so technically it’s
not on our radar. But we’ve noticed that the sunrise is getting later and later each morning over
our small town in the valley, and we’re pretty sure that’s because of the mountain that is being
built on where the Greenbank Airport is located. We’re convinced that the piles of sludge and
dirt and whatever else is being trucked there on a daily basis are now so high that they are
blocking out the sun, causing its warming rays to be delayed in reaching our fair lands.

If you take a drive past the Site-Formerly-Known-As-The-Greenbank-Airport you will quickly
see what we mean. The tidy piles of imported (we did not say contaminated) soil have reached
epic heights - they are as tall as, if not taller, than the buildings that are to house the airplanes
that are supposed to take off from the as-yet untouched air strip. Higher than the buildings!!!
What are they planning on doing, setting up a giant slingshot at one end of the strip, hitching
aircraft up to it and letting them rip, setting them off into the sky having already reached half
their intended altitude before ever leaving the ground? It’s utterly ridiculous. It’s a wonder
Greenbank residents (especially those to the east and west who are being denied sunrises or sun-
sets) haven’t set up blockades at the Highway 47 entrance. It would be wretched to look out
one’s windows and only see a mountain of brown mire towering up in front of you, watching it
grow daily. To say nothing of the silly street cleaning truck that runs back and forth along the
highway cleaning up the debris the dirty dump trucks leave on the road. That’s right, clean it all
up. No one will EVER notice what’s going on that way. 

Please, make it stop, already. Rocket ships reach the moon, not giant piles of sand. And we
want our sunshine back.

---------------
We’re not going to spend a lot of time on this next issue here; we just think it’s one of those
things that make you go “Hmmmmm....” The Uxbridge Times-Journal just released its 2014
Readers’ Choice Awards list, and, what do you know, Uxbridge has voted it Number One news-
paper for the umpteen millionth year in a row! Isn’t that amazing? We are just so proud of them.
It’s just wonderful that they are able to keep on coming out on top. We would really love to know
what independent party reads and counts the ballots for that particular category (we know peo-
ple have asked, we know they’ve never answered). We would also really love to know whether,
in the event that one of the other two obviously inferior newspapers (of which only one is truly
locally focused and based) won the category, the Times-Journal would be brave enough to print
the true winner’s name. We’re not trying to be nasty - we find it very amusing that the catego-
ry should even exist in a contest being run by a newspaper. Kind of like Sheldon Cooper on The
Big Bang Theory voting someone else Best Theoretical Physicist. We rest our case.

---------------
The Cosmos has really entered the modern age - it joined Twitter last Friday. And what an event
it was. Before we even added the final touches to our profile and chosen the perfect cover photo,
we had our first follower. Since then they’ve been piling on like nobody’s business, and we’re
thrilled that so many people want to stay in touch with The Cosmos like this. Once we get the
hang of it all, between putting out a newspaper and taking on the print world, we’ll be Tweeting
with the best of ‘em. It’s hard to choose, though, what to put out there and what is Tweet-wor-
thy. We’ll remind you of what’s going on around town, what businesses you should check out,
and if it should happen in Uxbridge, then the latest breaking news, too! Follow The Cosmos on
Twitter - we won’t lead you astray! @uxbcosmos

After heated debate over the last
year or so and long, expensive
delays, the town seems to have
finally yielded to pressures from
the small lobby groups to finally
start addressing the subject of
noise in the Uxbridge area. Can
I now assume that they will now
continue with this crusade to
bring in by-laws to limit nui-
sance noise, especially at night
and on weekends by limiting the
hours farmers may operate giant

machinery in fields and motor-
cycles with loud exhausts may
travel on roads within the area?

Dave Blodwen
Uxbridge 

On Wednesday, July 16, I had a
bad fall in the Canadian Tire
parking lot. Two women and a
man came to my aid. The
women's names I do not know.

The gentleman that took me to
the hospital was Eric Mackenzie.

Thank you all very much for
your kindness. I am so lucky that
I live in such a wonderful Town. 

Mildred (Millie) Barrett
Uxbridge

READY FOR SUMMER?
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS AND CANOPIES!

905-852-9440 

Uxbridge Golf Academy
PROFESSIONAL GOLF INSTRUCTION

�Beginner to Advanced Level 
�Full Swing
�Short Game & Putting
�Course Management

To book instruction, please contact: Tony Robinson, CGTF golf instructor.  
Cell: 416-573-2881, email: trobinson@globalgolfpost.com

Located at
Foxbridge
Driving
Range



Have to hand it to the organizers of the Highland Games in Uxbridge, not just for organizing
a wonderful event for our beautiful Elgin Park, but for having an 'in' with the big guy upstairs.

As we watched the weekend weather reports there was a feeling of sadness and concern for the group of people who spend
many months making sure that Uxbridge and Elgin Park was ready to welcome the hundreds of folks who visit our commu-
nity during this popular event. Instead of two days of rain and no sun, everyone enjoyed sunny skies and warm temperatures
and people left Elgin Park mentioning that it was a wonderful event. And what I always enjoy hearing from visitors is how
lucky we are to have such a beautiful park and large pond right in the middle of the community. As residents we know it, but
it's always great to hear it from visitors.

Speaking of Elgin Park, kudos to council members for arranging the beautiful paving job on the south entrance road. An
excellent improvement which got rid of the huge clouds of dust that wafted over the park during events. Understand that the
Thursday night car show saw close to 300 vehicles last week as, previously, antique car owners were concerned about stones
flying up and chipping the paint on the bodies of their prized possessions. So it's a win/win all the way around as well as a
tremendous improvement to this community jewel.

----------------------------
In my closet is a T-shirt that proclaims “I Love You - You're Perfect - Now Change”. I bought it while attending the funniest
stage play by the same name in Toronto many years ago. The shirt always encourages comments and laughs from people and
many (mostly men) want to know where they could get one. Through the ages, men have tried to unlock this mystery:  Why
do their wives, who accept them just as they are before they get married, begin the quest to change their behaviour and life-
style once the vows are exchanged? Well, finally, the riddle is solved.

A social-scientist has arrived at this simple and logical explanation. When the bride, accompanied by her father, starts to
walk slowly down the long aisle, she sees the altar at the end and hears the choir singing a hymn. Walking down the aisle,
the conditioning process starts where the brain absorbs these three stimuli: Aisle, altar, and hymn. She becomes mesmerized
as she continually reinforces these perceptions: Aisle, altar, hymn…aisle, altar, hymn…aisle, altar, hymn. And finally, as she
stops beside the groom, the conditioning process is complete. She looks up at him smiling sweetly and keeps saying to her-
self: "I'll alter him!" Here endeth the lesson. Always pleases me when I come across answers to these puzzling life situations
and can pass them along. Don't thank me, fellas - just send money.

-----------------------------
The Ford brothers were front and centre over the weekend as they hosted their annual family picnic, something they have
been doing for years, and it’s always a popular event with up to 15,000 people enjoying themselves. Since election fever is
rampant in Toronto the family were warned that there could be no campaigning in public parks, something Mayor Rob and
his family observed.

But we all know that Mayor Rob is being harassed relentlessly by the Toronto Star, many competing politicians and private
citizens so a 'Ford' event that draws close to 15,000 people couldn't be ignored.  So they showed up to try and spoil the party.
And I found it interesting a couple of mayoral candidates wearing T-shirts asking for voter support were not bothered by the
police on hand. Of course, this may not be surprising, as the police union got severely scolded, or possibly charged, for run-
ning ads against Ford being re-elected. That is until they were advised that it is illegal for police or their union to become
involved in a municipal election campaign. Once they learned of the huge fines they could be facing the nonsense stopped.

But these shenanigans could well backfire. Canadians can be strong protesters but they always have a 'fair' side and do not
like to see a person being kicked while they are down. In the minds of many, what the protesters did was not fair and the talk
shows were immediately swamped with people taking exception to these actions. Guess what I am saying is this wouldn't be
the first time that actions of this type have backfired and resulted in a victory for the very person they were so bent on
destroying. Will it happen in the case of the mayoral race in Toronto? Who knows, but from my experience being around pol-
itics most of my life, it wouldn't surprise me in the least.

---------------------------
Turning to another political race, it sure is a good feeling to see the interest in our own Uxbridge Township municipal election.
Serving on council is not a cake walk. It can be very demanding and consumes a lot of one's time if they are committed to
the job - as they should be. Many council and committee meetings, constant phone calls and keeping on top of things in their
ward can consume one, and I admire anyone who lets their name stand and gives the voter a choice on election day. As I write
this, there is a race for mayor, regional council and all but one of the wards - and that will probably change before election
day. Now if we could just get the voter to be as committed as the candidates it would be a perfect picture. The mail-in ballot
only takes a few minutes to complete and you no longer have to travel to the polls. Couldn't be simpler than that, but still
there are about half the eligible voters who can't be bothered to vote. To me, under this system, 100% of the ballots should
be cast. Regardless that this is not likely to happen all of the candidates should be thanked for making our 'free' political sys-
tem work so good luck to them all. 
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Canada at the outbreak
It was a time when every man wore a hat, or as one historian described it, “silk toppers for
the privileged, cloth caps for working men and straw boaters for the younger rakes.” It did-
n't matter which one Canadians were wearing, 100 years ago this week, since most of them

were airborne during the first week of August. Hats were in the air in celebration because Canadians had heard the news
from Europe. Here's the way the Toronto Telegram described it:

“A booming roar … rose and fell in the narrow canyon of streets,” the newspaper reported in August, 1914. “It was the
voice of Toronto carried away with patriotic enthusiasm. Britain had determined to give the bully of Europe a trouncing.”

In short, it was exactly a century ago that Canadians learned their nation of eight million citizens would follow Mother
England into a war to end all wars against Germany. In fact, when I did some research for this column on the 100th anniver-
sary of the outbreak of the First World War, I learned a great deal. I discovered, for example, that instead of reporting
events surrounding the assassination of Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophie, the archduke and duchess of Austria-Hungary
on June 28, 1914, Canadian newspapers quite unabashedly fomented public opinion in support of the war. 

Not only that, but the papers quite literally beat the drum of war in Canadian city streets. Pierre Berton noted in his book
Marching as to War that in Hamilton, the Spectator newspaper projected slides on the exterior walls of its downtown build-
ing pointing out the good English King and the villainous German Kaiser. In Winnipeg, demonstrations resulted and they led
young men to the local military barracks to enlist. And in Quebec, where I thought nobody wanted to fight in a war to defend
the King of England, La Patrie, a Montreal newspaper, editorialized this way:

“There are no longer French Canadians and English Canadians. Only one race now exists, united by the closest bonds in a
common cause.”
Strange too, since it had only been 15 years since 6,000 Canadians had served with distinction (four won the Victoria Cross)

in the South African War. And by 1914, statistics showed that Canada's regular army had shrunk to only 3,000 men. Still,
in 1913, a full year before the assassinations in Sarajevo, Sam Hughes, the minister of militia, had invited Canadians to
bolster the country's militia. No fewer than 60,000 men showed up at training centres across the country to become so-
called “weekend soldiers,” reservists preparing for what seemed an inevitable European war. Clearly the Canadian male
population was either bored or eager for a fight.

Just look at this community as proof. As I discovered when I researched my book about the First World War battle at Vimy
Ridge, (thanks to files at the Uxbridge Historical Centre) local lawyer and MP Samuel Sharpe had no trouble getting
Parliament to give its blessing for the formation of the 116th (Ontario County) Battalion in 1916. And when Col. Sharpe
took his message of serving King and Empire in the Great War to towns and villages across what is now Durham Region, he
couldn't keep up with the flood of enlistment.

Typical was teenager Lyman Nicholls. In 1914 he'd responded to a couple of recruiting sergeants from the Mississauga
Horse to become a boy soldier playing trumpet in the regimental band. But the next spring, in June 1915 while in class at
Uxbridge Secondary School, he really got the bug.

“We were having a French lesson,” Nicholls said. “Our teacher went out of the classroom for a few minutes and I stood up
and started for the window. I said, 'This is our chance, fellows,' and climbed out the window. Seven others followed me.”
At the Uxbridge post office they took medical exams, signed enlistment papers to join Col. Sharpe's 116th and went to the

quartermaster's office to pick up boots and uniforms. And even though his parents withdrew him that night because he was
underage, Nicholls joined legitimately that summer when he graduated from high school. Later that year, when Sharpe's
volunteers conducted target practice with Ross rifles on a shooting range (along what is now the Brookdale Road) and were
photographed in Elgin Park during a drill demonstration, they were 1,100 strong.

As part of their formal send-off, Uxbridge residents erected arches and banners over the downtown streets with religious
and patriotic slogans, including: “God bless our splendid men” and “Send them safe home again.” Except that the recruit-
ing of young men, tossing of hats and shouting of slogans did NOT keep them safe. Of the 1,100 members of Col. Sharpe's
116th Battalion only 160 returned alive. Sharpe himself committed suicide, it's said, unable to face the families of his coun-
ty. 

The death of a generation began 100 years ago this week.
This scenario, it seemed, was repeated around Ontario and across Canada. By the fall of 1916, 100,000 Canadians had

assembled at Vimy preparing to march into history. But as that history reveals, by the time the 116th reached
Passchendaele, Belgium, a year later, there were no longer 1,100 men. Local resident Gordon King and his pals watched in
awe.

“Then a company was formed up on a field east of the post office,” King wrote. “The men fired a salute … as they
marched to the train en route to war.”
The Junior Relief Club presented the battalion's colours to the departing troops. The men then travelled to Port Perry, south
to Whitby, by boat across Lake Ontario to Niagara, and overseas to Britain in July 1916. After training at Bramshott Camp
in England, the Canadian volunteers deposited their regimental colours at Westminster Abbey and departed for France. 

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

stemp’s stew
column by Harry Stemp

Changes

INDOOR YARD SALE!!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

100's of Clearance Items!  Discontinued Inventory!
Overstocked Inventory!  Distressed Inventory!
All Reduced to Clear......hurry in for best selection!!



Important Cattail Research
Underway In Countryside
Preserve

Cattail plants in the Countryside
Preserve pond have been sporting
some fancy hats. It's not a new art
installation, nor is it the work of
mischievous youth with too much
spare time on their hands. This is
Trent University student Sara
Pieper's Ph. D. research project into
cattails, both native (broad-leaved)
and introduced (narrow-leaved)
species, along with cross-pollinated

hybrids. The Township of Uxbridge
and the Trails Committee support
Pieper's work. 

Her findings will provide insights
on how the hybrids could affect nat-

ural wetlands. Hybrid cattails are
invasive and aggressive plants. They
can dominate a wetland, squeezing
out the native broad-leaved cattails.
Pieper hopes her research will help
to identify which wetlands are at
risk of hybridization, and slow the
creation of hybrid cattails.   

Her focus is on
how hybridization
occurs, so she's
studying the move-
ment of pollen of
both broad-leaved
and narrow-leaved
cattails in natural
wetlands. Most wet-
lands in this part of
Ontario have
hybrids of the two
species. Finding a
pond with only one
species is important
to eliminate the
potential for cross-
pollination. It's also
important that the
study area be far

enough away from other cattails for
the same reason. 
Pieper chose to study the cattails in

the small pond near Post 4 because
it has only narrow-leaved cattails.

It's also physically isolated from
other cattails in the area. (So how
did the cattails get there in the first
place? That's a question for another
study!) She's removed pollen from
some plants, brought other potted
cattail plants into the pond for pol-
lination purposes, and has put bags

over other cattail
flowers to have con-
trols. She will learn
how much pollen
reaches the remain-
ing exposed flowers
at different distances
and directions from
the potted cattails. 

Pieper's research
will run until the
end of this month.
Many walkers in the
Preserve have asked her about what
she's doing when she's working in
the pond. Others have asked the
Nature Nut to investigate the paper

bags. All the potted plants and
equipment will be removed at the
completion of the study later this
summer. 
Photos by Nancy Melcher.

Fri., Aug. 1, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Durham Forest. 2+ hrs, 11+ km fast
pace hike with hills. No dogs please.
Meet at parking area on the east side
of Conc. 7, 1 km south of Durham 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Aug. 2, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace hike; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. No dogs please. Meet at the trial
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sun., Aug. 3: Music Fest at
Reachview Village, 10-11 a.m. An
excellent venue for children and young
adults to perfom in front of a live and
appreciative audience. All welcome.
905-852-6487
Sun., Aug 3: York-Durham
Railway Passenger Appreciation

BBQ, Uxbridge Train Station, 1 - 2:30
p.m. 

Sat., Aug. 9, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moder-
ate pace loop hike with some hills.
Meet at the trial entrance on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sun., Aug. 10: Santa Rides the
Rails, York-Durham Heritage Railway,
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Wed., Aug. 13, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Clubine/Norton & Al Shaw. 15+ km,
3+ hr. fast pace there and back hike.
No dogs please. Meet at parking area
on east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor at 905 477 2161

Sat., Aug. 16, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moder-
ate pace hike; Join us for breakfast
after the hike. No dogs please. Meet at
the trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161

The Bohemian: A Prelude to War
Professional musical, based on work by
Robert Service, about life in France
before and during the Great War.
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday evenings
through the summer at Fifth Line
Church, Uxbridge Historical Centre.
Starring Conrad Boyce and Jane
Loewen. See ad on page 6 for show
dates and box office details.
Maud of Leaskdale is back this sum-
mer at the Historic Leaskdale Church on
Thursday evenings, Saturday and
Sunday matinees. Visit lucymaudmont-
gomery.ca for details. 
Meditation: First and third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Siloam. No

experience necessary. See
www.InvitationToMeditation.ca for
information.
Sundays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Uxbridge Farmers' Market,
Uxbridge Arena parking lot until
October 29.
The Leaskdale Historic Church
and Manse Site is opened for tours
during the weekend in May and
Wednesday to Sunday during June,
July and August. Why not bring the
family and visitors to this National
Historic Site? 905-862-0808 or 905-
852-5284
Uxbridge Historical Centre open
for tours Wed. to Sun. and holidays, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., until September 28.
Visit the new 'Uxbridge at War' exhibit
as part of your tour of the Centre's eight
heritage buildings. For the month of July
only, the Centre will be hosting the
'Dear Sadie' WW1  travelling exhibit
from the Archives of Ontario. 7239
Conc. Rd. 6, 905-852-5854, muse-
um@town.uxbridge.on.ca, or go to
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com for
more details.

Summer Luncheon Teas at the
Historic Leaskdale Church. Join us
Wednesday afternoons in July and
August for delicious 5-course lunch-
eons. Entertainment includes Unique
Fashions, Theatre and Tea at Downton
Abbey. See lucymaudmontgomery.ca
for the full line up! Served up with a
tablespoon of fun by the LM
Montgomery Society of Ontario.
Open Doors-St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 59 Toronto St., Uxbridge,
opens it doors to welcome visitors
Wednesdays during July and August,
and Sundays July 13 and August 10
from 2-4 p.m. Join us then to spend
some quiet time or for services on
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“Chances Are” Hospital
AuxiliaryStore on Bascom Street
accepting good summer and fall cloth-
ing. Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. 
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-
852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

ONGOING

Finish Carpentry & RenovationsFinish Carpentry & Renovations

Quality custom renovations for your veranda, office, bathroom, Quality custom renovations for your veranda, office, bathroom, 
closet, wainscotting, fireplace mantels and more!closet, wainscotting, fireplace mantels and more!

Give us a call and ask for Paul.Give us a call and ask for Paul.

The feature vehicle for June 26 at the Uxbridge Cruise-in, held at Elgin Park, was a 1958 Dodge
Custom Royal D 500, owned by Murray Carnaghan of Bethany.           Photo by Donna Kennedy

The Nature Nut 
with Nancy Melcher

V I E W P O I N T S

How well do you know the highways and byways of

Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to

call into our office number, 905-852-1900, and cor-

rectly identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize - this

week, it’s two tickets to Ripley’s Aquarium Canada in Toronto (for

children ages 3 - 5), gracioulsy donated to The Cosmos and

Viewpoints readers. Last week’s VP-one of the cloths hanging in the

window o f Branching Out. Congratulations to Wendy Lewis! 

Photo by Ivy Cassibo



•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

ANOTHER DELICIOUS LONG WEEKEND! 
COME SEE US FOR ALL THINGS BARBEQUE!

905-852-9892

Services
FINALLY! Do you work hard for your money but feel
like you're no further ahead? We help middle class
families get a handle on their finances. We are social
service workers, not scam artists! When you're
ready…Janet Ries, RSSW 905-442-8801
www.TheMoneyCounsellor.com   7/31
CHILD CARE required for 4 yr old boy for before
and/or after school starting in Sept. Open to full or
part time. Car required. Pls call Lori at 416-200-5615
8/14
AVON: Wish you had an Avon Lady? Sign up to
receive a brochure and  receive a free sample.
Contact Linda @ lcolwell77@gmail.com or call 647-
462-7475   8/7
DUTCH TOUCH: Mature Dutch cleaning lady with
eye for detail & excellent references seeking clients in
area. Bi-weekly, monthly or prep house for re-sale.
$22.50/hr. 905-852-5403   8/7
ST. JOSEPH’S AREA CHILD CARE: Before & after
care available for St. Joseph’s students. Call Jen
Foote, 905-852-2778   8/14
BABYSITTING: Before & after school or full day
homecare. Outdoor play, crafts, snacks, lunches pro-
vided. For Uxbridge area/Quaker schools. References
avail. Call Michelle at 416-886-8955   8/7
HORSE BOARDING UXBRIDGE/LEASKDALE:
Indoor & outdoor arenas, hacking. Personal coaches,
blacksmiths, veterinarians welcome. Matted extra
large stalls, shelters, automatic heated waters. Quiet
atmosphere for broodmares, lay-ups, pleasure riding.
Free part-boarding available. Indoor board $450.
905-904-1664. art_undersaddle@yahoo.ca   7/31
FRAMELESS GLASS AND SHOWER DOORS
Mirror Walls, Doors & Board Doors, Fogged Thermal
Replacement and More! 705-228-8237, 416-573-
0996, or visit 
www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca   8/21
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over
25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-
employed to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-
Eldridge. 905-852-7281   11/20
D.J. PAVING GTA Hot asphalt repairs, crack and
sealing. Locally owned. Free estimates. Skid steer
work and gravel. 905-904-3769   7/31
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: early arrival/late pickup.
Lots of room to play. Hot lunches/snacks provided.
References available. Lorrie, 905-852-2349   7/31
HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and installations,
carpentry, rough and finish, flooring repairs, tile
repairs, rugs, painting (interior & exterior) electrical

repairs, drywall repairs and ceilings. Call 905-852-
1424   8/14
PHOTOGRAPHY AND WEB DESIGN: Wedding,
Event, Portrait.  Web Design for Mobile, Desktop.
Graphic Design and Social Media. Call Wright Web
Photo, 905-852-9520. www.wrightwebphoto.com
7/31
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom Decks
and Yard Structures, Home Improvements and
Renovations, specializing in Custom Designed
Solutions. Decks, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top Quality
Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at Northwood Home
Services 905-852-1750   7/31
THE HOME INSPECTOR.CA Extreme weather
occurrences reveal problems. Hire an unbiased pro-
fessional to determine your most cost effective strat-
egy. Call or text 416-567-4282   7/31
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced profession-
al. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  7/31
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates or ken-
nels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454
7/31

Wanted
AVON: Would you like to earn money while working
from home? Avon is looking for sales people.  Contact
lcolwell77@gmail.com or  647-462-7475.   8/7
HORSE FARM requires morning stable help, 2-3
hours daily, Monday - Friday. Goodwood. 905-640-
3818   7/31
TURF COVER is hiring seasonal full-time gardeners
that are available to start immediately, work until
approx. mid-November. Please send resumé to turf-
coverinc@powergate.ca   8/14

For Sale
HAY BALES, stored inside. 905-852-7634   7/31
WICKER ROCKING CHAIR, natural wood colour.
$75, Outdoor table with umbrella & 4 chairs, pads
included. $50. Call 905-862-3731   7/31

For Rent
Horse acerage. 905-852-7634   7/31

Yard Sales
SAT., AUGUST 9, 8am - 3pm. 74 Campbell Drive.
MOVING GARAGE SALE! Rain or Shine.”   8/7
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“I will declare that
Your love stands
firm forever.”

Psalms 89:2A

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for 

up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words. 
Get linked online for only $5 more!

Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

GIFT CERTIFICATES

WEDDING REGISTRY

FINANCING AVAILABLE

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT!

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Garage Doors & Openers

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Classified

NO JOB TOO 
BIG OR SMALL!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

416-702-6604

FACTORY TILE
OUTLET

Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls

Italian 12” x 24” 
porcelain tile, now

on sale!
$2.99 / sq. ft.

Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery



Lucy Maud Montgomery and the
First World War

“The Globe came as we went to dinner. I
sat down weak and unnerved. I could not
eat. I could only sit there dumbly trying
to realize it - to realize that our Empire
was at war. And such a war! No paltry
struggle in an out-of-the-way corner - no
Boer conflict which we thought so terrible
at the time- but a death grapple. For
Germany comes to conquer or to die.

“[…] Four years ago Earl Grey told me
that war between England and Germany
was surely coming in a few years. I said
'Don't you think that is one of the things
that are expected so long
they never come to pass?
It is generally some other
thing - the unexpected
thing that happens.' But
he said, 'No. This is com-
ing. We must get ready
for it.'

“[…] These last four
days have seemed like a
nightmare. Already
Canada is ablaze.
Volunteers are being
called for Red Cross and
patriotic funds are being
started. The bottom has
fallen out of the world's
markets. Civilization
stands aghast at the hor-
ror that is coming upon
it.”
There are many histor-

ical accounts of the
Great War, written by
learned historians. But
the journals kept by
L.M. Montgomery,

from which these quotes are taken, are
something different. Maud's day to
day entries give the war an immediacy
and reality. Battles are agonized over,
the outcomes unknown, the defeats
tragic, the victories celebrated. She
brings the far off conflict to her own
doorstep in Leaskdale. 

Newspapers were for the first time
using correspondents on the battlefield
to report the progress of the war.
Montgomery followed the daily press
assiduously, and reacted emotionally to
the daily news, writing down the
events in her journal. Twenty-six young
men from the parish volunteered for

overseas duty, and six were killed in
action. Maud went with her husband
on consolation visits to affected fami-
lies. Her book Rainbow Valley is dedi-
cated “To the memory of Goldwyn
Lapp, Robert Brookes, and Morley
Shier, who made the supreme sacrifice
that the happy valleys
of their home land
might be kept sacred
from the ravage of
the invader.”

Montgomery's war
accounts are in
Volume 2 of The
Selected Journals of

L.M. Montgomery. In light of all the
World War 1 publications this sum-
mer, when the 100th anniversary of the
outbreak is being observed,
Montgomery's daily entries are
absolutely compulsive reading.
The LMMSO has put together a large

display of World War 1 artifacts at the
Historic Leaskdale Church. The dis-
play points out the changes brought
about in daily lives during and after the
war. As well, Montgomery's reaction to
the War and its aftermath figures heav-
ily in the play Maud of Leaskdale.
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Twins
NAILS SPA&

Mon - Sat: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday: Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

Therapeutic Massage for
•Stress     •Stiffness         
•Pain        •Headaches

We Offer
•Relaxing Massage  
•Thai Massage       
•Hot Stone Massage     
•Pain Therapy        
•Swedish Massage  

Price List
Insurance Non-Insurance

30 Mins $45 $35
45 Mins $60 $45
60 Mins $80 $60
90 Mins $110 $85

• NAILS CARE
• EYELASH EXTENSION
• WAXING 
• SKIN CARE

905-852-9009

Registered Massage
Therapy

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse by Barb Pratt


