
Crocuses, Bolton Drive   by Lezley Woodhams

Volume 7  No. 14 YOUR UNIVERSE Thursday, April 7th    2011

LOVELY LADIES - Ela (Tavia Pereira, left) and Amy (Emily Wood) are two of a quintet of women - some genuine, some not - who are courted and pursued in the classic British farce Charley’s
Aunt, opening tonight at the Uxbridge Music Hall in a production by OnStage Uxbridge. See more photos and info on page 6. Photo by Lezley Woodhams.
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Nathan Sachse, 21, is a young man
who has been leaving his mark all
over town, but he's not a tagger.
He's a street artist who has trans-
formed a number of blank walls in
the downtown area into murals.
Nathan joined the Cosmos for a cup
of coffee to talk about his work.

Okay, Nathan, how would you define
yourself as an artist?
That's a hard question, because I
never thought I'd be an artist. I first
came into art because I liked the idea
that I could spread ideas or positivity
in some way to affect change. Over
the years, I have evolved and now I
think of myself as a sculptor. At the
moment, I haven't had much oppor-
tunity to do that sort of work, being
away from school, but that would be
my medium because the way I get my
ideas is in 3D form. It's really hard
for me to do 2D in drawing and
painting because it always seems I'm
taking a 3D idea and translating it.
For me, I feel very comfortable work-
ing in clay or metal or wood. Today, I
think an artist wears many hats. The
artist is not the craftsman, the artist is
the person that originates the idea for
a piece. It's like (architect) Frank
Gehry never makes architectural
models: he has his assistants put
things together.
But around town, you're best known
for your work on the outside of build-
ings. Now some people call it graffiti,
but what do you call it?
I think I'd call it street art. It's an
artistic inclination and it manifests
on the street. I think it starts to
become graffiti and vandalism when
it's more or less tagging or trying to
deface things for the sake of defacing
itself. You can use that essence of
invading a space, but it's incorporat-
ed into a concept of art. I think when
there is no attempt to do that, you
have no leg to stand on whatsoever in
how you justify it. (looking across the
street at a tag near the roof line of a
two-storey building) It looks to me like
some people are risking their necks

just to put a tag somewhere. That's
not what you're all about.
No.
How many murals or pieces of street
art do you have around town now?
At the moment, it's three. With the
mural project, we actually have a
fourth one that was done when I was
away in Japan. That was the blossoms
at the spa on Bascom Street.
But you did the murals on Frankie's,
Martino's and the yoga studio?
Yes.
Did you get paid for the projects
you've done?
All the projects I did last year, I vol-
unteered my time. It's like my enter-
tainment. It's so much joy, so much
fun.
Then how do you get by? Do you have
a job?
Yes. Right now I do.
But you would like art to eventually
be your source of income?
I'm a little ambivalent about that,
actually, because when you start put-
ting money into things it gets to
make things more complicated.
Financial compensation is always
nice, but I'm not leaning either way. I
think it would be great, because I
could focus more on what I'm doing,
but then there's that added pressure
to perform well. If you volunteer, you
can walk away if it fails.
Let's talk about the yoga mural. Did
they approach you or did you
approach them?
Actually that was Vanessa (Slater,
director of UYC). She was my sort of
correspondent for the project. She
lined up a lot of the venues to paint
and I took care of the creative direc-
tion, acquiring the paint, organizing
the youth and coming up with the
concept and design.
How much consultation did you have
with the yoga people? Looking at the
hands in that mural, I think you
must have had a good long chat with
them.
For that particular mural, I didn't
talk to the business owner, but the
landlord, who is Sherri Cragg. I spoke
to her over coffee and approached her
with the idea. I had this idea of doing
hands that were in action and it
evolved from yoga poses. But I had to
keep in mind the space required to
paint a hand with that detail using a
spray can. So it didn't leave much
room for other features.
The three murals you have done are
all done with spray cans. Why would-
n't you use paint and brushes?
There's a lot that attracts me with
spray paint. First of all, for what I
wanted to do, which was to take a

bad thing and make it good. I saw a
lot of youth getting involved in tag-
ging and vandalizing and I knew
there was a lot of expressive energy
there and I thought why not trans-
form that and use that potential? And
it actually is quite an amazing tool
once you start to use it. It really holds
up well in weather, better than latex
exterior paint. It's very quick and it
will dry very quickly.
When you were painting Frankie's
with a couple of other young fellows,
there often was a small knot of kids
interested in helping you. Do you
have a bit of a following now because
of this work?
In the youth, yes, they know who I
am. I wouldn't say they follow me
around, but I think they are excited
by the prospect of doing more walls.
Do you have any projects coming up?

We have some planned for the sum-
mer. We applied to the Ontario Arts
Council for a grant for $8,000 to do
three more murals, this time on a
larger scale. We're talking like two
storeys by like 150 feet.
Are you willing to share the locations
with us?
We have a few in mind. We will tailor
the project to the funding and what's
available. We can still go with the pre-
vious model, which was the business-
es would front the cost of the paint
and I can volunteer my time and
make them, but that would limit us
to small walls, because spray paint is a
little on the pricy side to cover a wall.
What we want to do is something
larger and more involved and so we
were thinking about the Masonic
Lodge on Railway Street. There's a
great two-storey location there. There
are other locations we're thinking
about. I do like the idea of the bowl-
ing alley. It's a great location. There's
a lot of places that could use paint,
and why not? I also like behind Brock
Street on either side in the alleys
because there are some huge multi-
layered surfaces and I think we could
do some nice things.
How do you feel when someone comes

along and tags your art, as they have
done at Frankie's?
I'm not totally surprised. I think I
was more surprised that it didn't hap-
pen sooner. But it's the nature of the
beast, which is when you're working
on the street it's open to everyone.
There's nothing really stopping any-
one from painting over anything. If it
means I have to paint the bird a dif-
ferent colour, it could start a new tra-
dition. I think a playful response to it
is the best.
If I'm not mistaken, you only started
spray paint art last year.
Yes. The funny thing is I spent the
last year of school in Uxbridge and I
had taken notice of all the tagging
that had been going on - particularly
Martino's was really bad - and I
thought wouldn't it be great to do
this mural project. But I'd never actu-
ally used spray paint and I had to
learn. So I just experimented until I
got the hang of it.
Ah, but where did you learn?
I didn't want to start vandalizing, so I
bought some plywood, brought it
home and just went to town. In fact,
the first piece I did, I was too ambi-
tious because I tried to depict too
much. So I started with my hands.
That's how the fascination with
hands started. People say it's really
hard to do, but to me it feels so natu-
ral.
But you don't draw an outline first
and then fill it in with paint. Your
spray can is actually your drawing
tool, right?
Yes.
So once you've made that first stroke,
that's it?
Yes. But the great thing about it is
you can quickly go over your work as
long as you're not trying to preserve
the background. You can go over it
many times without consequences. It
gives me more confidence when I
draw, because I know anything I do I
can always revisit.
Another thing with your work, it's
not as though you have a flat canvas.
You have bumps and dents and ins
and outs to contend with. Does that
make it more interesting or more frus-
trating?
Definitely more interesting, because
to me, it's sometimes harder when
you have a wide open canvas. When

you have these kinds of structural
inequities, it helps frame what you're
going to do.
As I said earlier, you have kids hang-
ing around when you're working. Do
you teach them or is it just a case of
grab a can and go?
I do my best to show my rationale
behind what I paint. If there are steps
involved, you can recognize them and
learn yourself. But if they see it as one
big task and don't know where to
start or how to get going, then I come
in to show them how to accomplish
what they want. There's a process
there that's made of simple steps but
in a precarious manner.
Have you had any reaction at all
from the artists in the community?
People did like it, but I've never real-
ly been approached. But not a whole
lot of feedback, because I guess I'm
not really in that network.
Well, I guess it would be hard to put
you on the studio tour, wouldn't it?
What is your art training?
So far, two years at Ontario College
of Art and Design. I'm going back in
the fall to finish. Before that, I've
done some private studio lessons. My
whole adventure in art has been quite
serendipitous. I really was not gearing
towards that most of my life. It was,
in fact, sciences and math. I was real-
ly left brain in school.
So what put you on the artistic bent?
I had this kind of revelation late in
high school and I really just wanted
to do something I was going to really
enjoy the rest of my life. And I
thought I wanted to create video
games and that forced me to take a
Grade 12 portfolio class, which is the
first time I more seriously started cre-
ating. From there I applied to OCAD
and got in.
What do you see yourself doing in five
years, 10 years?
That's a very hard-to-answer ques-
tion, because every artist is a trailblaz-
er. You never have a career path in art,
unless you want to work for institu-
tions, teaching or whatever. I have no
expectations of anything, because for
me the joy is in the process. It's not
where I'm going, but how I'm getting
there.
Thank you, Nathan.
Thank you.
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A Cup of Coffee... with Nathan Sachse by Roger Varley
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Where children play
A couple of weeks ago, the Township’s parks manager, Bob Ferguson, brought a report
to Council (which Council had requested), analyzing the condition and usage of the
Township’s various playgrounds. Because of low usage and/or bad condition of the
equipment, Mr. Ferguson suggested phasing out four of the playgrounds, and moving
some of their salvageable equipment to other locales; the South Balsam playground,
to be moved to Beechwood Street; Toronto Street North, to be moved to Uxpool;
Goodwood North Park, to be moved to the South Park; and King Street, to be demol-
ished altogether.
Although some of the other playgrounds had low usage or some bad equipment, they

were deemed as essential to their respective communities, and it was recommended
they should stay in some form or other. Council asked Mr. Ferguson to take another
look at his list, and see what could be done to maintain some of the others.

Predictably, whenever citizens are asked to give up a benefit from any level of gov-
ernment, it didn’t take long for letters of protest to arrive. At this week’s Council meet-
ing, there was correspondence vigorously defending the Goodwood North Park and the
King Street Park by long-time, continuing users of those playgrounds. On this page you
will see a similar letter from a habituee of the South Balsam Park; from the tone of
her letter, it wouldn’t be surprising to see her and her neighbours laying down in front
of the equipment if the Township attempts to dismantle their beloved playground.

A difficulty with any further action on this front is that Mr. Ferguson’s report wasn’t
very specific in terms of the data he used to make his recommendations. Exactly how
was some of the equipment no longer safe? Could it be repaired (at what cost) or
would it have to be replaced (at what cost)? What exactly do the terms low, medium
or high usage mean in hard numbers, and how did he gather that data? Certainly Mrs.
Pratt’s letter about the South Balsam Park would indicate that the playground gets
high, not low, usage, at least at certain times of the day or week.

When Mr. Ferguson brings his report back, he needs to answer some of these ques-
tions. Perhaps in a series of neighbourhood meetings, he and the relevant ward coun-
cillor need to discuss realistically the problems with the playgrounds, and how those
problems can be resolved, to continue to give the kids a place to play.  

Letters to the Editor
I am writing to you in response to
an article published in Thursday's
Uxbridge Times Journal regarding
the decommissioning of several
Uxbridge Township play parks, one
of which being the park in our
neighbourhood of South Balsam
Street.

I live on South Balsam with my
husband and two small children. We
purchased this house in 2006, while
pregnant with our first child, and
the play park was a major part in
that decision. We frequent the park
regularly (even in the snow on occa-
sion), as do so many of my neigh-
bours, friends and local daycare
providers. Losing this park would
be a colossal crush to many mothers,
grandmothers and caregivers in the
area.

I have read the Parks, Rec and
Culture Master Plan, created in
2006, and feel that there are several
important points brought up in this
report. It also occurs to me that the
removal of the play structures in this
park would be going against many
of the report's stated objectives. As
stated under outcomes (page 4), we
should be "providing opportunities
for social interaction and building
stronger, more cohesive communi-
ties" as well as "attracting visitors to
Uxbridge  and thereby contributing
to the local economy".

The South Balsam Park is located
on the Balsam Trail which is a part
of the Uxbridge trails system.
Uxbridge Township has, in recent
years, committed themselves to
marketing our town as the "Trails
Capital of Canada" in the hopes
that walkers and outdoor enthusiasts
would take to our trails. Parks, such
as the South Balsam play park, on
the trail system provide a resting
spot for hikers, a place of entertain-
ment for younger trail visitors and a
chance for visitors to see our com-
munity in action. The park is also
visible from the York Durham

Heritage Railway and should be
considered as an attraction for
potential future residents.

The South Balsam play park is
located in the Quaker Village
School District, "a walking school".
Visit our park after school hours to
see how many kids visit the park
with their families on the way home
from  school. I know of many par-
ents who walk or bike with their
kids to and from Quaker Village, St.
Joseph's and Pryde. The play park
often offers motivation to keep
those tired little legs going on the
home stretch as well as a great loca-
tion for area mums to meet and
mingle.
I have met many neighbours at this

park and rest assured that so many
of my neighbours know who my
children are and where they belong.
It takes a village to raise a child (or
in this case, a neighbourhood). Isn't
that what makes Uxbridge so very
special?

Vandalism, sadly, is to be expected
and has been visible across the town-
ship. Proactive, anti vandalism
actions for the South Balsam Play
Park might include; reducing the
vegetative coverage (thinning out
trees and shrubs) to permit a clear,
less obstructed view of the park
from the homes on South Balsam
Street; adding solar powered  light-
ing to prolong play time for some
and to deter vandals; adding a self
closing gate or stile for the trail users
who cross the tracks at the park to
gain access to South Balsam Street;
repairing the perimeter fence and
maintaining the fence. 

This fence suffered minor damage
approx. two years ago from an over-
grown tree; the damage was not
repaired well and thus became pro-
gressively worse. Now even toddlers
want to jump on the fence because
"it looks springy". It is a disgrace
that the Parks and Rec department
has allowed the park's fencing to

deteriorate to such a state - repair
costs a year ago would have been sig-
nificantly less as only one portion of
the fence needed to be repaired.
Now there are at least six sections
down and the posts have been dam-
aged beyond repair and are in need
of replacement.
I can vouch for the neighbourhood

who has taken ownership of the
park and neighbouring  pond. The
South Balsam Pond is a vibrant
place in winter as local residents take
charge of clearing/flooding the ice,
providing nets, pucks and shovels
for skaters, even providing a flood-
light so kids can skate after dark.
The same can be said for our park.

After the thaw, local residents,
myself included, clear the park of
trash, broken glass, and dog feces
and, as no township trash cans are
available during the winter months,
we take the trash home and dispose
of it safely there.
As a result of our park being threat-

ened, we have created a Facebook
Group of local residents who are in
favour of keeping the park's play
equipment. I welcome you and
have invited Bob Ferguson, Jacob
Mantle and other council members
to join the group, or at least view the
group's page, and read some of the
comments that are being left by
local tax payers. The group is enti-
tled "Save the South Balsam Street
Play  Park" and can be accessed by
clicking on this link:
https://www.facebook.com/home.p
hp?sk=group_120822624661582&
ref=ts
We welcome any recommendations

you may have for the future success
and survival of this key element of
our South Balsam Community.

Sarah A. Pratt
South Balsam Street

RETRACTION In last week's edition of the Cosmos, Roger
Varley stated in his column that Bev Oda, International Co-
operation Minister and Member for Durham Riding, had
been found in contempt of Parliament and had lied to
Parliament. Both of those statements are incorrect. Ms. Oda
was not found in contempt and was not found to have lied.
The Cosmos formally retracts the statements made in the col-
umn and offers its apologies to Ms. Oda for any embarrass-
ment caused to her by the column.
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Ignorance is... not possible!
I am a self-professed techno-twit. I don't know the difference between a mega-byte

and a giga-byte, and, to be even more honest, I don't care. As long as my various machines do what I want when
I want, I'm happy. So when my husband presented me with a brand new iPod Touch a couple of months ago, I tried
to be as excited as he was about owning one. I thanked him, of course, but was more excited about the neat case
I could put it in.

By the end of the first day, I had barely figured out how to turn it on and off. By the end of the second day I had
managed to change my screen saver from the factory set one to the factory-included photo. My husband had
already downloaded a lifetime of songs, hooked himself up to WiFi (whatever that is) and was happily receiving
emails and checking his Facebook page. I eventually taught myself (with help from my children) how to "sync" my
iPod and get songs on it, and I only ended up deleting everything and starting fresh three times.

It irks me no end that the silly thing didn't come with proper instructions. When one spends that much money on
something the size of a granola bar, one really ought to receive full and proper guidelines on how to use it. But
no, no, you have to go to a store and buy a big book called "iPods for Dummies" (written just for me) for anoth-
er ridiculous sum. Or, of course, go online. (I couldn't get the silly tutorial online to work, but whatever.) My old
Sony Walkman was much easier and much more accessible. I'm sure I'm not using my iPod to its full capacity in
any way, shape or form. Hubby gets terribly frustrated with my technological idiocy, but he can't stop playing the
games that he's downloaded onto HIS iPod long enough to help me out. Daddy's iPod is a much sought after item
amongst the girls. Mummy's is boring. 

I disagree. I have learned how to use the "Notes" feature on my iPod Touch, and religiously maintain a "Delicious
Wines I've Discovered" catalogue on it. That's important. It only took me a morning to figure out iTunes, and I have
a great array of songs I love on my iPod now. Every song is a "great tune" - I don't have to listen to or skip over
ones I don't want to hear. I've even learned how to import individual songs off of CDs and put them on specific
playlists. My iPod is now an integral part of any pre-show warm-up I do in the theatre, and I love how I put those
earphones - sorry, earBUDS - in and the world is shut right out.

The BEST thing, though, is that I have discovered podcasts. And I discovered them all on my own, as neither my
husband nor the girls would EVER be caught doing something educational with their Touches or Nanos. Yessir, I
found a whole little world out there that is mine for the taking. I've been downloading book reviews, radio broad-
casts, lectures - I can hardly keep up with myself! I'm beginning to think my favourite part of my day is when it's
done, and I can climb into bed with my knitting and merrily sit there listening to “The History Chicks” as they fill
me in on history's greatest females, fictional and real. I'm currently listening to a 10-episode series from the BBC
on certain historical artifacts that are related to Mozart. I hear snippets of “Q” on CBC One when I'm in the car, but
never get to hear the whole broadcast, and now - I just download what I want and have Jian Ghomeshi's voice right
inside my head. But the highlight so far has been Learn Out Loud's series on Philosophy. I had no idea that the
random, sometimes radically odd, thoughts that occasionally drift through my brain are the very same questions
and issues that have plagued the great minds of history. I didn't take philosophy at any point during my formal
education, so I was delighted to learn that I am just as clever as Aristotle was! Plato and I - totally on the same
wavelength. Adam Smith and The Wealth of Nations did serve as an ideal cure for insomnia one night, but I under-
stood it. Baruch Spinoza's Ethics didn't engross me quite so much; I was completely lost on that one. I'm looking
forward to continuing one lecture series entitled "Discovering the Philosopher in You." I didn't even know I had one!
The sweet news, though, is that all these babies are free. Free free free. I love free. Click here - oh, it says "free",

ok! All that information, all that knowledge, all that entertainment - FREE! I can't even list all the stuff that's avail-
able on podcasts - it's just too vast. Comedy, reviews, newspapers, classes, lectures from all over the globe. It's
intense. Want to know the Latest in Paleo - it's there! Want to learn a language? It's there. CNN Africa, if you feel
the need - it's there. I know, I sound like an advert for it, and the rest of the world probably knows that this is old
news. Some kid is going to make fun of me in Zehrs next week for being the old lady who just found podcasts on
her iPod, but I don't really care. This world is exciting! It's like being in class again but I don't have to take tests!
Much more interesting than anything on television (except for Glee). So I will happily, defiantly, defend my status
of techno-twit extraordinaire, and continue to find delight in the fact that I know how to do this all by myself. 
Tonight - Entitled Opinions and a discussion on the Virgin Mary. Next up - Japanese Bedtime Stories. Why? Because

I can!

the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Victories of heart and territory
It's not often a person walks in the footsteps of an ancestor. Nor are there many
opportunities to sense the sights, sounds and smells that someone who lived

nearly a century ago experienced. Recently, I read about such an experience when I was asked to endorse an
application by a member of our community for the Beaverbrook Vimy Prize. As part of her application, Rebecca
MacDonald, 17, wrote about her great-grandfather, Walter James MacDonald, an engineer in the 13th Canadian
Mounted Police who served at the Battle of Vimy Ridge in April 1917.

“Standing in the trenches and the fields of Vimy Ridge, I could feel his spirit,” she wrote. In 2007, Rebecca had
travelled with about 4,000 other Canadian students to the 90th anniversary observances of that extraordinary
Canadian victory in the Great War that many contend gave birth to Canada's nationhood. That's when it hit her.
“Maybe (he) stood right where I was standing … as they captured that ridge.”

Back in February of this year, Rebecca asked to read some of my research on the battle, to sort through docu-
ments I had discovered in our own Uxbridge-Scott Museum about Col. Sam Sharpe and the 116th (Ontario)
Regiment, and to build on her personal knowledge of the battle. She told me she was applying for the prize,
named in honour of Canadian-born newspaper publisher and government minister Lord Beaverbrook (Max
Aitken); it would entitle her to join other 17- and 18-year-olds from Canada, the U.K. and France in history sem-
inars, museum events and visits to Great War battlefield sites in Europe. 
Rebecca's 20-page application - of essays, reflections and credentials - taught me a lot about the generation that

First World War soldier Walter James MacDonald would never see, Rebecca's generation born in the mid-1990s
into relative privilege and comfort.

“I've started to realize how truly blessed I am,” she wrote in a reflective essay. “I have a nice house, a loving
family and caring friends. I am privileged enough to attend school every day… I can walk around town feeling
safe.”

It was a far cry from that of her great-grandfather's generation. In Ontario County such young men responded
to Sam Sharpe's invitation to serve King and Empire and joined the 1,100-strong Ontario Regiment in 1915 to go
off and fight an unknown enemy in the no-man's-land of the Western Front in Europe. Rebecca writes extensive-
ly about Sharpe and about those recruits in her essays. But along with the attraction to war, Rebecca notes the
cost of it. Of the 1,100 who departed wearing 116th Battalion insignia, after Vimy, Passchendaele, Avions and
Lens through the last two years of the war, she notes only 160 returned. Such losses left their mark on the colonel.
Sam Sharpe returned - a broken and shell-shocked soldier - to Montreal where he committed suicide. And the loss,
Rebecca learned, cut even closer to her home than that. 

“As part of the 116th Battalion, 115 former (Uxbridge Secondary School) students went to war and 13 were
killed in action,” Rebecca wrote. “Fellow students at the time raised money for a memorial tablet and received
donations to fund a scholarship in their memory.”

I read through some of the letters of endorsement that accompanied mine in Rebecca's application. They were
equally glowing. The letter from her school counsellor recounted the way Rebecca had connected with Second
World War veteran Fred Barnard, who landed in France on D-Day along side his brother Don (both with the
Queen's Own Rifles).
“Through speaking with him and researching his war history,” Carolyn Allen wrote, “Rebecca developed a friend-

ship with Mr. Barnard. While in France, (she) laid a wreath on Mr. Barnard's brother's grave and upon returning
to Uxbridge, she spoke publicly about the impact of her connection with Mr. Barnard. She experienced war
through his memories and heartbreak and was able to stand on his battlefields and decorate a grave he himself
could not bring himself to visit.”
About a month after she received my endorsement for her application, Rebecca told me over the phone that she

had made it to the short list. In another week the Vimy Foundation people would interview her to make a final
selection. Then, last week, with the 94th anniversary of the April 9 battle of Vimy Ridge just days away, I met
Rebecca at her part-time job in town. 

“What's the word?” I asked, figuring it had to be victory.
“Didn't get it,” she said. “But I made the short list.” She shrugged a moment and almost as quickly said, “I plan

to run for student trustee at the board of education.”
No doubt like her great-grandfather, Rebecca MacDonald has learned the value of aspiring to a goal and press-

ing on no matter what. There can be no greater tribute to his memory or to Vimy than that.

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Cassibo



Too Many Doors!

Lucy Maud Montgomery said of
her dining room: “The dining
room is my most unsatisfactory
room, having almost every vice a
room can have. It is too small; it is
the only way of getting from the
kitchen to the other part of the
house and so cannot be kept clean
easily. It opens into the kitchen
and so gets too warm and too
smelly [all the cooking  -- and there
was lots -- was done on a wood -
burning kitchen range]. The fur-
nace pipe goes up through it and
is not decorative. It has five doors
and only one window which gives
a view of several ugly back yards

including our own. Fortunately
these things do not affect the
flavour of our food!”  - Selected
Journals, Volume 11

Like Maud, our volunteer
painters have been complaining
about the number of doors in the
manse. Many of the doors are new
ones installed by Steven Bruce,
and of course need a coat of
primer before the finishing coat.
In the dining room there are six
doors, including the door on the
newly-revealed wall cupboard. In
the kitchen there are five more
doors. That's a lot of doors to
paint! (If anyone out there would
like to come and pick up a
brush....)

But the painting and decorating
progresses, quite cheerfully on the
whole. Almost every day a few
more window frames are scraped

and painted. The trim in the
upstairs rooms is all finished. The
front staircase was a real pain
because the carpet had been glued
down years ago, and when it was
ripped up the rubber backing was
bonded to the wood of the stairs.
It took hours of hard scraping, but
the stairs are now bare and ready
for paint. The wallpaper is up in
the parlour, the library, the
upstairs and downstairs hall, and
the master bedroom is almost fin-
ished.
Antiques Festival - Coming Soon

We now have a good number of
vendors ready to occupy the
church and manse on May 7 for
our annual Antiques and Artisans

Festival. Watch for posters and
ads. The antiques dealers will be
setting up both inside and outside
the manse. The artisans, many
new ones this year, will be in the
manse and the church. The popu-
lar bargain venue “Maud's Attic”
will be located in the church. 

We hope that, weather permit-
ting (last year and the year before
it did NOT permit!), Leaskdale
residents will have their own yard
sales on the same day as the
Antiques and Artisans Festival.
With buyers flowing into the vil-
lage it's a good opportunity to put
out those items you'd like to pass
on. 
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ARNOLD, CLARKSON B.
In loving memory of a dear husband, father and
grandfather, who passed away April 11th , 2008.

He was someone special who can never be replaced,
His memory in our daily lives can never be erased.
Time cannot steal the memories we carry in our hearts
Or take away the happy years of which he was a part.

Lovingly remembered 
by wife, Ina, 
and Glenn, Neil, Denyse,
Brenda & families.

Goodwood Cemetery Board
Annual Meeting of Plot Owners

Wed., April 13  7:30 p.m.
Goodwood Community Hall

Everyone Welcome

Specializing in

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca
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Rick Callaghan
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Scenes from 
Charley’s Aunt

Photos by
Lezley Woodhams

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couples and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse by Barb Pratt  



Something I have always loved
about Canadians is their sense of
humour, and how most can laugh
at themselves easily and without
embarrassment. When I saw a
recent Colbert Show, which con-
stantly takes an irreverent look at
current events in the U.S. and
other countries around the world,
I nearly fell to the floor I was
laughing so hard.

In case you missed it, Colbert
opened with the shocking state-
ment that the Canadian govern-
ment had been overthrown and
the country is in turmoil and in
election mode. He announced that
Inuits were storming Parliament
Hill and viewers suddenly saw
Eskimos riding on the backs of
beavers and heading to the
Parliament Buildings.
“Prime Minister Harper is getting

ready to pour boiling maple syrup
over them to quell this uprising”,
he told his audience to huge laugh-
ter. 

“Know what has caused this
revolt? The Prime Minister has lied
to Parliament and refused to tell
members the costs of some govern-
ment programs so he and his party
are being held in contempt,” he
said.

With that he looked at the cam-
era with that puzzled, questioning
Colbert look and said, “Imagine
that, politicians not telling the
truth and withholding informa-
tion. What has happened to this
world? Only in Canada, eh!”

As he stared at the camera one
did not have to think for even a
second that he was referring to
how the politicians in Washington
operate on a daily basis.

The piece was really well done
and so humorous, which Colbert
and his writers are noted for, and
chatting with Canadian friends
later they all laughed and said they
were sorry they missed it. Too bad
many people around the world
don't have the same sense of
humour and can have fun making
fun of themselves. What a differ-
ent world it would be.
--------------------------
With the election less than four

weeks away, many Canadians are
speculating on what may happen.
Conservative majority? Liberal
majority? Or will we back in a
minority situation and more fun
and games in Parliament for who
knows how long?
A recent poll certainly brought to

light how the voters feel when it
was discovered that a large majori-
ty of Canadians want a majority
government but get this, they
don't want either Harper or
Ignatieff leading that majority
government. This can only happen
if either party wins a majority and
then immediately holds a national
convention and elects a new
leader. Don't hold your breath.

What this does bring to light is
the rebellious mood of Canadian
voters. They have no faith in the
leaders of our two major parties
and are frustrated that, under our
electoral system, there is really
nothing they can do about it.

Want to know how strong this
feeling is? Another poll indicated
that if there is a minority govern-
ment elected over 59% of
Canadians want a coalition
formed with NDP leader Jack
Layton as Prime Minister. Can
you believe it? This came as a real
shocker to many people and I am
sure rocked the backrooms of both
the Conservative and Liberal par-
ties. How this affects their cam-
paign strategies remains to be seen.

The positive is that Canadians
have not become so depressed that
they want either Bloc leader Gilles
Duceppe or Elizabeth May (if she
can get elected) to lead the coun-
try.

Canadians will make the final
decision May 2 - make sure you
vote.
----------------------------
Most Americans have little knowl-
edge of anything that happens
outside their borders unless it
involves their armies or their
sports teams. Many have no clue
how we elect our government and,
on the flip side, many Canadians
don't understand the confusing
way Americans choose their gov-
ernment.

Chatting with two ladies the
other night they said they heard
that there was a big election in
Canada. I agreed and said, “Do
you realize that a national election
was called a few days ago and will
be held on May 2. And do you also
realize that by midnight on May 2
we will know who was elected and
what party will be in power for the
next four years and we will get on
with or lives.”

They seemed puzzled at this
statement and had me explain how
our system works and one lady
said, “That must make you feel
good. Sometimes it is weeks before
we know who was elected which is
very frustrating”.

Nice to know that, in the eyes of
some Americans, we do something
right.
-------------------------
Was sorry to receive a notice that
the Durham Hospice (Palliative
Care) office in Uxbridge will be
closed and the facilities will be
moved to Whitby. Although this
news is disheartening to many
people I can understand that it is
being done to cut costs and save
tax dollars. Also disheartening as
one realizes that more and more
Regional services, and jobs, head
south to the larger municipalities.

Doesn't seem there is much we
can do to halt this but we can take
the time to thank all of those who
have worked hard to establish a
wonderful palliative care service
for the residents of Uxbridge and
surrounding communities. I think
of how Betty Bignell, along with
others, dedicated a large amount
of their time to this service that is
so important to people who are
losing loved ones and need help
and understanding, to make their
last hours on earth as comfortable
as possible. Betty made this a big
part of her life and cared for these
people as if they were members of
her own family.
The letter indicated that servicing
this area will not be affected and
residents in need will not be neg-
lected which is good to hear.

It also indicated that the 'beauti-
ful' furniture would be moved to

the Whitby office. This made me
feel good, as most of the furniture
in the office was a donation from
me when I closed my Brock Street
office many years ago. Betty loved
how my office was laid out and
appealed to me not to sell it but
donate it to Palliative Care. Hard
to say 'no' to the way Betty
appealed for help and I enjoyed
visiting her office and see Betty sit-
ting in the huge office chair that I

enjoyed in
my work.

No doubt
we will miss
having this
service close
at hand but I have faith that these
dedicated people will make sure
that our area is well served in the
future.
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Stemp’s Stew column by Harry Stemp



by Sean Wetselaar 
and Sarah Rogers

Relay for Life

Students at Uxbridge Secondary
School have a long history of working
towards charitable ends. This year,
with the help of the grade twelve lead-
ership class and the Canadian Cancer
Society they are taking on potentially

one of their biggest challenges yet –
cancer. A program called “Relay for
Life” has been created to raise money
and awareness for cancer, and it prom-
ises to be one of the biggest fundrais-
ing events of the year.

The Participant Registration Form
for the event calls Relay for Life “a cel-
ebration of survival, a tribute to the
lives of loved ones and a night of fun,
friends and fundraising to beat can-
cer.” The event runs from 7 pm May

27 to 7 am May 28. That's right – it's
a twelve hour event and involves stay-
ing up all night.

The event will consist of several
teams of 10, with each person having
the goal of raising 100 dollars towards
cancer research. If each team meets
this goal, that will be 1000 dollars per
team, and a potential of thousands of
dollars donated to help beat cancer.
Relay for Life will be taking place on
the school track and will feature a lot
more than a standard relay race.
Students will be entertained by music,
inspired by local survivors and
empowered to take the fight against
cancer beyond this one night.

The assembly promoting the event
was inspiring, as well as moving.
Many USS students participated in
encouraging students to attend the
event, more specifically; the entire
Leadership class. The class is hosting
the event as the large group project for
the semester. The Leadership class,
run by Ms. James, is new to our
school this year and is turning out to
be very successful. The Relay for Life
is sure to be triumphant! We can
anticipate a 'fun-raising' experience!

This Weekend...

Apr. 7 Twinderella- A Musical This
fun, musical twist on the classic fairy tale
has two evil stepfamilies, two god-parents,
and a royal ball/ baseball game in the
Kingdom of Wychwood Under-Ooze.   A
secret is revealed to all in the end. St.
Joseph’s Catholic School, 7:00 p.m. in the
school gymnasium.

Apr. 7-10, 14-16 Charley’s Aunt
Hilarious farce from OnStage Uxbridge.
See page 6 for more.

Fri. Apr. 8, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 3 hr., 10
km moderate pace and hilly hike in
Durham Forest.  Meet in the parking lot on
Conc. 7, south of Durham 21.  Kevin Lowe
416-655-2256.

Sat., April 9, IODE Susie Sorabji
Chapter, 3rd Annual April Showers
Luncheon & Cards 12 Noon. Uxbridge
Seniors Centre. Prizes, Good Food, Fun
with Friends.Cash Bar. Tickets $60 for a
table of four or $20 for individual. Tickets
in advance by calling Jean 905 852-6816
or Jane 905 862-2867.

Next Week...

Tues., Apr. 12 Bethesda Reach
Women’s Institute Annual Spring
Lunch and Fashion Show at noon at
Trinity United Church, 20 First Avenue.
Tickets $16 at Woods & Woods, 70 Brock
Street, or by phoning 905-985-3976 and
905-852-7128.

Tues., Apr. 12 Morning of Bible
study and fellowship for women of all
ages on Visitor's Day, 9:15 a.m. to 11:15
a.m., Uxbridge Baptist Church, 231 Brock
St. Nursery care will be provided for chil-
dren 24 mos and under, and children ages
2 to 5 will participate in our full morning
program of bible stories, songs and crafts.

Tues., Apr. 12 Autism Support
Group in North Durham 7:30 p.m. at
Precious Minds, 21980 Hwy 12.

Thurs., Apr. 14 Goodwood United’s
Ham and Maple Syrup Dinner at the
Goodwood Hall on from 4: 30 Adults -
$15, Children -$5.

Thurs., Apr. 14 Prenatal Health Fair
on April 14. This free event will be held at
Lakeridge Health Port Perry, 451 Paxton
St. from 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Fri., Apr. 15  Blood Donor Clinic  1-
7:30 p.m., Ux. Seniors Centre, 75

Marietta St.

Sat., Apr. 16, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5
hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike.  Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  No
dogs please.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., Apr. 16 Tired of winter? Come on
out to the Goodwood Lions’ Spring
Fling Potluck Dinner & Dance at the
Goodwood Lions Hall (Front St. just north
of Hwy 47 in Goodwood). Bring your
favourite hot or cold dish and we’ll serve
up the rest of the fun with spot prizes, danc-
ing and a cash bar. Doors open at 7 p.m.,
dinner at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are just $10
each at the door.

Sat., Apr. 16 FAMILY FRISBEE GOLF
AT ELGIN PARK! 2-4pm. Come and play
9 holes with the family! Rubber Boots rec-
ommended. For more info visit take-
timeuxbridge.ca

Sat. Apr. 16, 8 PM - Greenbank Folk
Music Society welcomes back
blues/rock phenom, Jimmy Bowskill,
for a solo gig. Tickets $ 25 from: Blue
Heron Book. Greenbank Centennial Hall,
Hwy 12, Greenbank.

Apr. 16-19  Book Sale  Uxbridge
Public Library. During regular library
hours. 

Upcoming...

Tues., April 19 12:00 Noon   Seniors
Club Pot Luck Dinner,  Meeting, &
Entertainment! Please bring your Favourite
Dish or Dessert and your dishes. New
Members Welcome --Membership $5.00
per person.

Fri., Apr. 22, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
2+ hr.; 10 km; moderate to fast pace and
hilly hike in Walker Woods. Meet at the
parking area on the east side of the 6th
Conc., 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. No dogs please. Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.

Fri., Apr. 22 Clean up of the
Uxbridge Brook on Earth Day from
noon to 2pm, the Uxbridge Youth Centre
invites the entire community to attend.
Pizza on hand for participants. 

Fri., Apr. 22 Goodwood Baptist
Church Good Friday Service 10am.
with music by the Village Brass &
Communion & light lunch following. All
welcome.

Sat., Apr. 23, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is a 1.5

hr. 4.5 km moderate pace hike.   Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  No
dogs please.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., Apr. 23 Family Geo-Cache  2-
4pm. Meet at Trail behind Township
Office. For more info visit take-
timeuxbridge.ca

Ongoing....

IODE fund raiser, homemade butter
tarts, $8:00 for a package of 6. Please
order now, call Pat Laing 905-852-9349.

Ladies,if you feel a Cancer support
friendship group would be helpful for
you, please join us on the first Friday of
every month at 12:00 at Jersey's in
Uxbridge. For info call Kathy 905-852-
7292 or Gloria 905-852-2912.

Uxbridge Youth Centre Hours
Monday to Friday 3 - 9pm. Saturday 12 -
5pm.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good
spring clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like
us to mention, please contact us at cosmos-
boyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.
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Coming Up

Extra-Terrestrial Tidbits
by Stan Taylor

Leo the Lion is one of those constellations that is
easily associated with mythological creatures. In
2240 B.C. Regulus was at its northernmost posi-
tion in the sky and it signaled the summer solstice.
It is not a coincidence that the heat of the
Babylonian summer should point to Regulus in
the night sky. It is not a coincidence that the
ancient Egyptians created the Sphinx with the face
of a woman and the body of a lion to guard
entrances to their temples. The sickle or backward
question mark beginning with Algeiba (al-GEE-
ba) forms the head of the lion.  By studying thou-
sand-year old Babylonian observations,

Hipparchus of Alexandria discovered in the 2nd
century B.C. that the positions of the equinoxes
and solstices had changed. This is why, today,
Regulus appears brightly in the southern sky in
early spring rather than summer.
***
April is the month of the Full Pink Moon. It gets
its name from the herb moss pink, or wild ground
phlox. Other names for this month's Moon are:
Full Sprouting Grass Moon, the Egg Moon, and
among coastal tribes the Full Fish Moon, because
this was the time that the shad swam upstream to
spawn. 

Letters to the Editor
The Salvation Army is holding
Camp Registration this Friday
6:00-8:00 pm and Saturday 10:00
am -12noon at 35 Toronto St. N.
for those children that would like
to attend one week of summer fun.
This year due to the wonderful gen-
erosity of the local residents and
local business Wash Worx
Laundromat at 11 Main Street
North here in Uxbridge we have
fresh clean sleeping bags and quilts
to offer to our campers so their stay
will be more enjoyable. It is
through the generosity of this com-
munity that the Salvation Army has
continued to service our township.

Bev Northeast
Salvation Army

More than 50 years ago two
Uxbridge ladies with close ties to
the education system in the town,
started one of the first, if not THE

first child care centre in Uxbridge.
Jean Newton and the late Pat
Rattray, having raised their own
children, made it possible for many
working mothers to leave their chil-
dren in a safe, fun and educational
environment. My son was one of
those students and the fact that he
seldom missed school or rebelled
about going probably lies with that
early experience with these two
ladies. With junior kindergarten,
kindergartens and all kinds of day-
care programs now available par-
ents probably don't think it is such
a great thing, but at that time it was
and, better late than never, I want
to thank these ladies (and their
families) for creating an environ-
ment for learning that would not
have been possible otherwise. Lest
we forget!

Pat Asling
Sandford

SENIORS DAY

WED., APRIL 13

Tiger Talk



Regional Insight by Jack Ballinger, Regional Councillor
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The Incinerator

What is an Environmental
Assessment? It’s a decision-mak-
ing process used to promote
good environmental planning.
It promotes responsible environ-
mental decision-making and
ensures that interested persons
have an opportunity to com-
ment on undertakings that may
affect them.

Having said all that, the EA for
the EFW (energy-from-waste)
facility has been completed and
approved by the Ministry. What
is the EFW facility? In laymen’s
terms it is the incinerator and it
will provide sufficient waste dis-
posal capacity, as well as energy
and material recovery, for the
next 35 years, while ensuring
protection of public health and

minimizing impacts to the natu-
ral environment.
Let me back up a little and take

you to the late 1990s when
Durham passed a ‘no new land-
fill’ resolution in Durham
Region. What do you do with
the garbage? Well, recycling is
part of the answer, you have the
blue box recyclables and the
food and yard waste composta-
bles but that still leaves us with
the residual garbage waste.
Recycling is now over 50% with
a realistic goal of reaching 70%
by 2015. The Keele Valley land-
fill was closed in 2002 and
Durham garbage was shipped to
Pine Tree Acres landfill in
Michigan but the Michigan bor-
der closed to Ontario municipal
waste in 2010.

In June of 2006 Durham

Regional Council approved an
alternate disposal system with
the preferred system being ther-
mal treatment over landfill
including stabilized landfill. The
site was chosen in January 2008,
and the decision was to put the
EFW facility in Clarington
where there were existing indus-
trial lands just south of the 401,
for ease of access for haulage.

The Energy From Waste
Facility will be owned by
Durham (79%) and York Region
(21%) and the costs will be
shared on the same percentage.
The total cost for the project is
272.5 million with Durham
paying 214.7 million and York
paying 57.8 million. The financ-
ing for Durham Region’s share
will come from the federal gas
tax and surplus land sales. The

facility will have the capacity to
convert 140,000 tonnes of
Regional Municipal Solid Waste
into electricity and generate 17.5
megawatts of renewable energy
24/7 to power 11,000 to 14,500
homes.

The facility will be built and
managed by Covanta, the
world’s largest EFW operator.
This company has met or sur-
passed technical criteria and has
the most modern and state-of-
the-art emission control tech-
nologies that meet or exceed the
European monitoring and meas-
urement standards.

The Region will be required to
ensure that all incoming waste is
inspected prior to being used at
the site to ensure that only non-
hazardous municipal solid waste
is being accepted. The maxi-

mum amount of trucks is 31 per
day and the maximum amount
of waste is 140,000 tonnes per
year. The bottom ash is the
responsibility of Covanta.

The facility will have a visitors’
centre and there will be continu-
ous emissions monitoring done
by Covanta, Durham Region,
and the Ministry of
Environment. The actual sur-
veillance program being imple-
mented will have continuous
stack monitoring of a number of
chemicals, continuous stack
sampling of dioxins and furans.
There will be three years of soil
testing around the facility and
three years of ground level air
monitoring.

Oh, by the way, the facility will
be paid off in eight years.

Wow! Flowers are pushing up all
over, robins are singing and bees
are buzzing in the crocuses.
Spring fever has hit and the peo-
ple are just as busy as the prover-
bial bees... 

Don and Carol Gibson cele-
brated a special anniversary a
couple of weeks ago and on the
27th John Scott was visited by
most of his family and treated to
supper on the occasion of his
birthday. Dwight and Debbie
Clements were delighted to have
visits from their family.
Elaine and Don Cordingly trav-
elled to Texas, Las Vegas and
points between. Cathy and Ed
Ellig visited with Ed's brother
near Napanee; the family had
experienced a serious house fire

in August and were just get-
ting ready to move into their
renovated home. Best wishes
to Cathy for better health.

Best wishes also go to Mrs. Ken
Moore (Brenda) who has spent
some time in hospital. Good to
hear Dorothy Baker is getting
around well...

Carolyn Hicken, visiting her
daughter in Burnaby, BC,
reported warm, sunny weather.
Annabel Jones in company with
her sister Earla Wilson, took a
trip to Atlanta, Georgia, visiting
with Earla's daughter Faye.
Flowers and shrubs were in full
bloom. Betty Lummis had the
misfortune to have a chimney
fire. The fire department
thought they had extinguished it
but it restarted and damaged her
roof. We are all glad nothing
more serious happened... 

The funeral of George Moore

was held last Wednesday with a
large attendance of neighbours
and friends. Rev. Diane took the
service, Nancy Wolfe at the key-
board. Two of the grandchildren
gave eulogies. Geordi had writ-
ten a family and personal history
just a couple of years ago, from
which many items were noted.
Our sympathies are with his
wife, and family, all of whom
were able to be present...

The guessing is over! The
“Guess Who's Coming to
Dinner” event took place Friday
evening and in almost all cases,
the hosts had no idea who was
going to show up on their
doorstep. Everyone reported a
very enjoyable evening, some
sampling ethnic food they had
not had before and others just
enjoying the different company.
Dorothy Risebrough and I were
guests with Earl and Heidi

Lockerby. Earl had recently been
pursuing one of his hobbies
when he attended a history con-
ference in New Brunswick... 

The oyster/ ham and scalloped
potato supper at Zephyr had a
wonderful turnout with the hall
being full from early  evening.
Some spent the evening chat-
ting. However delightful this
event is, the cost of oysters, like
that of gas, is getting almost pro-
hibitive. Still, the organizers
were pleased with the results... 

Congrats to Sarah Kokkinen
and her young team-mates from
the Markham area who have
reached the Provincial finals for
their age-group in volleyball.
They compete in Waterloo this
weekend. We wish them success!

On Sunday the 27th of March
Rev. Diane performed a mono-
logue illustrating the thought
and feeling of the Samaritan

woman at the well, a no-name
person, who Jesus spoke too,
using the water as a symbol of
the living water, and what that
meant. The hymn we sang last
stated it well: “And the creed and
the colour and the name won't
matter, I'll be there”. This week
Rev. Diane is on study leave and
we met with the Zephyr congre-
gation. Jay Hooper was the guest
speaker with Sheila Maloney
conducting the service. Sandford
choir assisted Nancy Wolfe with
the music... 

For the ladies, the Bethesda
Reach WI has invited us to their
spring lunch and fashion show
April 12 and Zephyr UCW has
invited us there on the 14th to
hear Yvonne Harrison's travel
talk. More, and more, to come!

Pre-Natal Health Fair next week
Durham Region Health Department, in collabora-
tion with Lakeridge Health Corporation, extends
an invitation to attend an upcoming Prenatal
Health Fair on April 14. This free event will be held
at Lakeridge Health Port Perry, 451 Paxton St.
from 5:30 to 8 p.m.

“The Prenatal Health Fair is a great opportunity
to learn about both a healthy pregnancy and the
transition to parenthood,” said Jennifer Matos, a
public health nurse with the Health Department.
“The fair features workshops, interactive displays
and an opportunity to speak to both health profes-
sionals and community support persons.”

Featured workshops at the fair include
“Breastfeeding - You Can Do It”, at 6 p.m. and
“Hospital to Home” starting 7 p.m.

Anyone planning a pregnancy, moms and dads-
to-be, new parents and support people are all
encouraged to attend. “Also included at the fair will
be information and activities tailored for partners
and support people,” added Ms. Matos. “We want
partners to be involved and feel supported during
pregnancy, as well as in their transition from expec-
tant to new parent.”
To obtain resources on prenatal health or for more

information about the Prenatal Health Fair, call
Durham Health Connection Line at 905-666-
6241 or 1-800-841-2729, or visit www.durham.ca.

Sandford News  
with Pat Asling



FOR SALE: 1 Weatherbeeta quilted stable blanket, like new, 75", $30; 1 br.
Passier Dressage saddle w/girth, 17.5", $600 or b/o; 3 step mounting block,
hardly used, orig $160, $80. CHEPAK girth, brown, 54", used three times,
orig. $90, asking $45. 905-852-5541. 4/14.
FOR SALE: Vero Beach, Florida-mobile for sale 14'x56', 2 bedrooms, central
heat/air, double roof, large screened porch, paved carport, fully furnished
incl. appliances. $7500. Please call 905-852-3540. 4/14
HUGE INDOOR MOVING SALE: Tools, Toys, Farming Equipment,
Furniture, Collectables, 9759 Durham Regional Road 1, Uxbridge, FRIDAY and
SATURDAY, April 15 & 16, 9 am to 4 pm.  4/14
BOOK NOW WITH THE GARDEN MAIDS for your Spring Clean Up,
Gardening, Weeding and Maintanance throughout the season, reasonable
rates. 905-640-0609 or 416-886-0546. 4/28
EDMONTON BOUND? Will pay good money to transport a small piece of
furniture. 905-852-5930.  4/14
FOR RENT: Bright i bdrm basement apt. in town, laundry on-site, parking,
use of backyard, fridge & stove, $750/mo. inclusive, first and last.
References. Available now. 905-852-5014.  4/7
VIOLIN, FIDDLE LESSONS offered for beginners by friendly, enthusiastic
teacher. Suzuki or conservative method. Call for info 905-862-2912. 4/14
FOR SALE: Flower urns - 2 large, heavy, $10 each or best offer. 905-862-
2912.  4/14
FOR SALE: 1966 Chrysler New Yorker, 440 V8, 4 bl carb, new rad, new
water pump, needs upholstery work, good body, excellent chrome, $4200
obo. 905-852-7603.  4/14
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

www.biblesociety.ca

“ He told his disciples,
‘Pray that you won’t be
tested.’ ”   - Luke 22:40

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

Classified

ARE YOU
CELEBRATING:

• the birth 
of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?
You may qualify for a unique, 
personalized Keepsake Gift, 

compliments of community-minded sponsors.
“Community is an important Safety Net”

For information, 
contact Tamara McKenney 

at 905-862-0796.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 for up to 20 words, 

$10 for up to 40 words. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

or 905-852-1900
Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

HARVEST TABLES

HARVEST TABLES

HARVEST TABLES
and more...

WE’RE 100% CANADIAN
9269 

3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$20/week
ISA Certified Arborists

Established 1981 - Fully Insured
• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

HANDCRAFTING

CUSTOM

PINE

FURNITURE

SINCE

1973

Struve Custom 

Carpentry 

�

�

�

 

705-357-3973 

� TRIM / CROWN MOULDS 

� WAINSCOTING 

� FIREPLACE MANTLES 

� BUILT-IN CABINETRY 

� DECKS AND GAZEBOS 

� FENCES 

� SHUTTERS 

� WOOD FLOOR INSTALLATION 

� BASEMENT FINISHING 

SCHANK ENTERPRISES
YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD REPAIR SHOP

• Licensed Technicians
• Professional Service
• Small Engine Repairs & Service
• Horse & Utility Trailer Repairs & Service
• Welding & Fabrication
• ARC / MIG / TIG / Steel / Aluminum

Free Pickup & Delivery 
in the Uxbridge Area

Call 905-716-1453
Before the Spring Rush!

BATHROOMS
Renovations 

& Design
•Delta  •Moen  •Grohe

•American Standard

416-347-6469

4 ON THE FLOOR

DOG TRAINING
"The Positive Way"

905-
441-1776

www.4onthefloordogtraining.ca
4onthefloordog@gmail.com
NEW CLASSES STARTING MONTHLY

Lisa Ritchie Brooks
Certified General Accountant

•  Personal & Corporate 
Tax Returns

•  Financial Statement Preparation 
•  Bookkeeping and Accounting

905.862.3393
Cemetery Road, Uxbridge

lisabrookscga@powergate.ca

Helping you be ready for life! 

Best 5 year GIC rate 

�����
����� !�!"�#�$�#�#�%�

�&& !�����������������

RRSP OR TFSA?RRSP OR TFSA?RRSP OR TFSA?RRSP OR TFSA?    
We can help you We can help you We can help you We can help you make the make the make the make the 
right choice.  Call today.right choice.  Call today.right choice.  Call today.right choice.  Call today. 

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,  

(905) 852-3184   www.investsmart.ca  



Auditions will be held next week
for youth ages 8 -15 for the fun
musical, Willy Wonka Junior.
(Only selected roles will also be
available to 14 and 15 year olds.)
An entertaining show for all ages,
this production features twenty
one songs and all the “golden
ticket” and Chocolate Factory
Fun of the original film from
1971 based on the book from
1964.
The Vocally Inspired Performers

(VIP) is a new non- profit pro-
duction company with a goal of
providing a musical theatre pro-
duction experience to youth in
Uxbridge. Founder, USS Student
Marisa Hachey brings many
years of experience in various
roles on stage and behind the
scenes with several production
companies in Uxbridge and Port
Perry. These opportunities were
very meaningful to Marisa and
now she wants to “pay it for-
ward.” Having directed, choreo-
graphed and produced two dance
recitals to raise money for breast
cancer research, Marisa hopes to
donate $1 per ticket from this
production to that same cause.
Marisa has lots of experience in

leadership. A certified lifeguard,
she is currently employed at
Uxpool as a swimming instruc-
tor. She is also proud to be a
member of the choral group
Bella Nove. Marisa will be mak-
ing her theatre directing debut
with this production and has a
vision of putting on an excellent
show, involving families and
ensuring all participants have
fun, build their self-esteem and
learn about teamwork.

Marisa’s youth team includes
co-vocal director Laura Hughson
and co-choreographer Anika
Ferraro. Other youth will be
asked to assist with sets, stage
management and stage crew.
Adult resources will be in place
for production, set design, props
and costumes.

Auditions will be held by
appointment on Tuesday April
12 and Sunday April 17. The

Vocally Inspired Performers want
everyone to feel comfortable at
their audition. Auditioners will
sing any Broadway style song of
their choice, either a capella or
with a karaoke style CD. A full
information and audition pack-
age will be provided by email.
Please contact the Producer, Nia
King-Hachey with any questions
and to book an audition time at
647-223-0749 or by email at
vipuxbridge@gmail.com

Rehearsals for Roald Dahl’s
Willy Wonka Junior will take
place two to three times per week
starting after the Uxbridge Fall
Fair in September. The show will
be performed at the Uxbridge
Music Hall December 15-17,
2011. 
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•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

TRY OUR NEW COWBOY STEAKS -
JUST IN TIME FOR YOUR FIRST BARBECUE!

V I E W P O I N T S

How well do you know the highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first person each week to call
into our office number, 905-852-1900, and correctly

identify the location of our photo, will receive a prize; this
week, it’s two tickets for Charley’s Aunt. Last week’s viewpoint
(lower photo) is on the cook shed at Elgin Pond; it was
guessed by Lindsay O’Neill of Uxbridge. We’ll have the
answer to the upper photo next next week. Photos by Renee
Leahy and Conrad Boyce.

UXBRIDGE

HORTICULTURAL

SOCIETY
Your local garden club

 
 

• Our next meeting is on April 13th at the Seniors Centre,
75 Marietta St., Uxbridge -at 7.30p.m with presentation at 8p.m.
• Our speaker this month will be Lisa Hutchinson owner of 

The Passion Cook's Essentials 68 Brock Street. She will be giving us
a Gourmet Cooking Demonstration, featuring a savoury risotto with
peas, asparagus and parsley.
• We meet every 2nd Wednesday - March to December.  All are

welcome at one of the largest local social groups in town. Whatever
you grow (as long as it's legal) you'll learn something new, and
make new friends that enjoy gardening. 
• Join our volunteers planting the gardens in centre of town.
Distribution of 2011 “Society Seeds” - peas, parsley and poppies.
Guests $5.00 Annual Membership $15.00

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH SABRINA ADAMS is an
ACTIVE member of a number of USS clubs and commit-
tees, including the Environment Club, Eco-School
Committee, Students' Council, Presidents' Council, USS
Productions, and Gay-Straight Alliance. Bri is a true 'cham-
pion' of USS and the greater school community! She has
excellent interpersonal skills, and works equally well independently or in a
group setting. She also displays exemplarily leadership skills when involved
in group initiatives. She is very well liked and is highly-respected.

Bri has been involved in a plethora of Environment Club initiatives dur-
ing her tenure, including our school ground greening projects, our Eco-
School certification initiatives, and the school recycling program. Bri
helped organize a school-wide, school-ground and community clean-up,
the adoption of a local hiking-trail, and our recent symbolic adoption of a
tiger from the World Wildlife Fund. In addition, Bri was recently invited
to participate as a youth member of the Uxbridge Energy Conservation
Advisory Committee. She is also an exceptional student who works hard
and is dedicated to her studies. Bri has tremendous potential and is truly
deserving of this award!
STUDENT OF THE MONTH JACKY NORMANDEAU
is both an athletic and academic force here at USS!  Jacky
maintains a very high average in all her classes, while jug-
gling participation on a number of sports teams both with-
in Uxbridge and outside the school.  Jacky always makes
sure that she informs her teachers ahead of time when she'll
be away and ensures that she is caught up on work.

Jacky is a star member of the girls' hockey and soccer teams here at USS.
She always strives for her personal best and shows a very determined, per-
sistent attitude both as an athlete and a student. Jacky is currently in Spain
for soccer with Team Ontario.  Congratulations…well deserved!
ARTIST OF THE MONTH SEAN WETSELAAR  -
Writer of “Tiger Talk”, need we say more!
ATHLETE OF THE MONTH MITCHELL FERRARO
was a huge help with the USS swim team throughout the
entire season.  His expertise with starts, strokes and turns
helped the team tremendously and helped the female aqua Tigers achieve
first place overall at LOSSA championships!  Individually, Mitch won all
of his individual events at LOSSA, qualifying for OFSAA and helped the
boys open medley relay team advance to OFSAA as well.

Mitchell went on to compete in two individual events and
one relay at the OFSAA championships.  Competing in an
open category put him up against swimmers ranging in age
from 13-19. Despite this, he still managed to achieve an 8th
place standing in the 100m Individual Medley and a 4th
place standing in the 100m Freestyle.  He also played a huge part in the
open boys medley relay 9th place finish!  Mitchell is an outstanding swim-
mer and will be a force on the swim team for years to come!

UXBRIDGE SECONDARY SCHOOL

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

 

New theatre group holds auditionsTOWN HALL
Notes from the April 4 Council meeting

by Conrad Boyce

• After examining a list of 28
intersections in the Township
which are controlled by three or
four-way stops, and hearing
from various ward councillors
as to why this or the other one
should be taken out, Council
decided to ask Works Manager
Ben Kester for some firm crite-
ria why such control mecha-
nisms are established in the first
place. As Councillor Gordon
Highet reasoned, if Council has
a better idea of why stop signs
are needed, they can make bet-
ter decisions on whether to
eliminate them.
• Council will revisit the policy
of staff deciding about pro-
claiming special days or lower-
ing the Township flag on cer-
tain occasions. The discussion
arose out of staff ’s decision to
turn down the Durham Labour

Council’s request to recognize a
day of mourning for workplace
victims.
• Council endorsed a recom-
mendation from Heritage
Uxbridge to designate the
Siloam Hall, the oldest school-
house in the Township, as a his-
toric building.
• Council sent the controversial
Boulevard Bylaw, which speci-
fies what residents must or
must not do with the
Township-owned boulevards in
front of their property, back to
staff for further revisions.
Councillors will have until
April 15 to make suggestions
for changes.

One Stop 
Shopping
www.deanwat-

sonchrysler.ca
• New  • Used

• Service  • Parts

Dean Watson Auto Sales
253 Toronto Street South

905-852-3313



Wow! That seemed like a long
winter. Maybe it just seemed
long after last year's short winter.
Or maybe I'm just getting older
and it seems longer because I
didn't go tobogganing once this
year. Nah. That can't be. Forty-
two is the new thirty-two so it
must have been a long winter. I
can't really say that it's over,
since I still have quite a bit of
snow in sections. Hopefully the
rain this week will get rid of
most of that.

As the snow disappears, a few
chores in the garden are begging
to be done. Hopefully you left

your perennials up for the win-
ter. If you did, the birds thank
you for the extra food they pro-
vided. Now is the perfect time to
get out in the garden and start
cutting them back. At least, now
is the perfect time to cut back
most of them. There are a few
perennials that prefer if you wait
a little longer yet, like Russian
sage and lavender. For coral
bells, creeping phlox, candytuft
and other evergreen perennials,
just remove the dead and dam-
aged sections. While you are
doing your spring cleaning, try
to avoid the really wet and

muddy sections as you can com-
pact the soil quite easily, making
it tougher for the plants to grow.
I suppose that really goes with-
out saying as most of us try to
avoid the mud anyway, but if
your kids are helping, that mud
can be quite attractive. It cer-
tainly is to Latte, my yellow lab.

Ornamental grasses is one
group where you want to cut
some of them back now and
leave some of them up for a
while yet. If you know the names
of your grasses or still have their
tags, this is easy. Grasses to cut
back now include; Alopecurus

(foxtail), Arrhenatherum (tuber
oat-grass), Bromus (brome),
Calamagrostis (feather reed
grass), Carex (sedges),
Deschampsia (tufted hair grass),
Festuca (fescues), Helictotrichon
(blue oat grass), Koeleria (blue
hair grass), Milium (wood mil-
let), Molinia (moor grass) and
Phalaris (the dreaded ribbon
grass). Many of the sedges, as
well as fescues and blue oat grass,
are evergreen or semi-evergreen.
With these, I usually only
remove the parts that are dis-
coloured. If you aren't sure
which grasses you have planted,
a good rule of thumb is to leave
the taller grasses until mid-May
and cut back the shorter ones
now. 

Generalizations always have
exceptions. Calamagrostis is a
taller grass at about four feet that
you definitely want to cut back
now. You can also check your
grasses for new growth, and cut
them back as soon as you see
new shoots coming. If you've
planted bamboo, it's best not to
cut them back at all. The culms
will produce new leaves at which
point, the old yellowed leaves
will be pushed out, much like
oaks and beech trees.

This is also a good time to cut
back late summer and fall
blooming shrubs. Butterfly
bush, Caryopteris and Vitex can

be cut down to about six inches.
Fall-blooming Hydrangeas, like
PeeGee and Limelight, can
either be lightly pruned if you
want a larger shrub, or cut back
fairly hard to control the size. I
also cut my Annabelle
Hydrangeas to about nine to
twelve inches at this time of year.
Annabelles are the big round
white hydrangeas that tend to
sucker and flop over under the
weight of the flowers. I've found
that cutting them back like this
definitely helps with the flop-
ping. 

If you need a little inspiration
to get you out in the garden,
there are a couple of good garden
shows coming up. The
Peterborough Garden Show
(http://www.peterboroughgar-
dens.ca) starts Friday evening at
the Evinrude Centre and contin-
ues through Sunday. It's defi-
nitely worth the drive. Next
weekend (April 16-17) the
Scugog Spring Garden Show
(http://pineridgegardenclub.co
m/scugogspringgardenshow.htm
l) is at the arena in Port Perry.
Both shows have lots of vendors,
demonstrations and speakers,
including myself giving a presen-
tation on ornamental grasses at
the Scugog show on Sunday.

It's not all work in the garden
at this time of year. The early
spring bulbs like snowdrops and

crocuses are blooming
already in my garden
and the birds have been
singing up a storm. If
you're not sure whether
to cut a perennial or
shrub back, you can
always ask at the garden
centre or send me an
email at: johns_gar-
den@hotmail.com.
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Don’t Miss The

Federal Election 2011
All-Candidates Meeting

Moderated by Ted Barris
Sunday, April 17  7:00 p.m.

Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre
Sponsored by the Uxbridge Cosmos

QUAKER DENTAL CLINIC

Dr. Bessay is thrilled to present our
January "guess the movie" contest

winner, HEATHER STEWART with
a Roxy Theatres package for 5.

Congratulations, Heather!

DR. CAMERON CRAWFORD

is now accepting new patients.
Testa Building 

2 Campbell Drive, Suite 308.

905 852 4767

Can you dig it?    by John Statham


