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CELTIC PRINCESS - Anyone contemplating battle with Orcs, as Eowyn Fergus, 2, a maiden of Sandford, seems to be doing, needs a well-painted sword at her side. Eowyn and her family were visting Elgin Park on Sunday
for the annual Highlands of Durham Games.  For more photos, see page 8. Photo by Lezley Woodhams.
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Uxpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

Uxbridge Arts Association:  . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for August

Monday, August 13th
COUNCIL    9:30 a.m.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24 
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

LOOKING FOR THINGS FOR THE KIDS TO DO
THIS SUMMER? Check out our website at
www.uxlib.com for super ways to fill up the
holidays!  Activities and programs are planned
for all school ages ALL summer long. *PAY-
MENT  for ALL PROGRAMS by CASH or
CHEQUE.
NEW THIS YEAR:
MYTHS & MAKE BELIEVE DAY CAMP for
GRADES 1-4. Aug. 13-17. This camp is
designed to help children develop problem
solving, self expression and team work skills
through a series of creative, interactive activi-
ties and crafts indoors and outside, plus a
swim at Uxpool.  Lots of time to explore the
library, including laptop time/training.
Students bring a lunch and snacks.
$95.00/week/child, 8:30 am-4:30 pm (earlier
drop-off and pick-up available).
INDIVIDUAL afternoon programs for Grds. Jk-

6 (Grd. as Sept.) as in previous years. Pre-reg-
ister now, in person. .  Aug. 7, grds. Jk-Sk,
'Dynamite Dragons'; Aug. 9, grds. 1-2, 'Wild
Wild West';  PRE-TEENS DROP-IN(no need to
pre-register) grds. 6-8 Thurs. nights, 6:30-
8:00pm.  Aug. 9 'Wii' night. 
SPECIAL SHOW::  'APPLEFUN PUPPETRY'
Fri. Aug. 17, 11:00am-noon. Students entering
grades Jk-2 are welcome to join us for this
awesome show entitled Robin Hood and the
Dragon.  Lots of audience participation and a
great opportunity for young people to enjoy a
very old, but terrific form of entertainment!
Workshop to follow for creation of a puppet to
take home.  Tickets $4.00 each, on sale now in
the Children's Department.  Event to be staff
supervised, with any remaining tickets, on
show day, available for sale to parents and
caregivers.
PATIO PLUS…Looking for a comfy place to
relax downtown? Be sure to visit our newest
attraction at the library- outdoor seating on  the
south side of the upper level.  Access this area
from outside with a cool summer drink or
snack, as well as from the inside, with your
favourite reading material.
UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR:  'READ ALL ABOUT IT',
Uxbridge Library Celebrates 125 years.  Watch
for our big booth at the fair, along with special
shows on the performance platform by the
Durham Folklore Storytellers, three shows
each day:  Sat. Sept. 8, 10:30am-2:00pm and
Sun. Sept. 9, noon-2:30pm.  FREE
WANTED:  Uxbridge Fall Fair 2012 AMBAS-
SADOR. Any male or female between the ages
of 18-24, looking for an opportunity to serve
their community and have a lot of fun, are invit-
ed to submit a resume and 250 word essay on
the topic:  “What makes me proud to call
Uxbridge my home town fair.” Submission
deadline Aug. 6.  For more information contact
JEN MEGENS, 905-649-0515 or
jmegens@uoguelph.ca   

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

EXTENDED HOURS
The Development Services Department will be
extending its hours of operation to assist the pub-
lic with their planning and building projects on the
following dates:

Tuesday, August 21, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, September 18, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Please use rear entrance. All other departments
will be open Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

NOTICE OF PASSING OF A BY-LAW
BEING A BY-LAW TO AMEND THE TOWN-

SHIP OF UXBRIDGE 
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES 

BY-LAW NO. 2009-072, AS AMENDED

TAKE NOTICE that, on the 25th day of June, 2012, the
Council of the Township of Uxbridge passed By-law No.
2012-093, being a By-law to amend the Township of
Uxbridge Development Charges By-law No.2009-072,
as amended, under section 2 (1) of the Development
Charges Act, 1997, S.O., 1997 c.27 (the Act);
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or organization

may appeal By-law No.2012-093 to the Ontario
Municipal Board under Section 14 of the Act by filing
with the Clerk of the Township of Uxbridge a notice of
appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and the
reasons supporting the objection. The last date for
appealing By-law No. 2012-093 shall be the 7th day of
August, 2012.
Explanation of the Development Charges Imposed By

By-law No. 2012-093
By-law No. 2012-093 delays the implementation of the

full calculated Development Charges rates for industrial
development to provide an incentive for this type of
development.
No key map has been provided as the by-law applies to
all lands located within the Township of Uxbridge.
A copy of the complete amending By-law is available for
examination at the Clerk's Department, Township of
Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario,
L9P 1T1

DATED at the Township of Uxbridge, Ontario,
this 26th day of June, 2012.

Paul Shipway
Deputy Clerk

OPEN AIR BURNING 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Effective July 13th, 2012, open air burning
privileges for Fire Permit Holders or
Residents burning using a Burn Barrel or
an Approved Appliance have been sus-
pended until further notice.
The Open Air Burning Ban will be in effect

in the Township until weather conditions
improve.
When a Property Owner or Permit Holder

fails to comply with the above notice and
the Fire Department responds an open air
fire, the Fire Department will invoice the
Owner/Permit Holder fees for service as
permitted under By-law # 2007-209.

Please call 905-852-9038 for daily
updates.

If you require further information please
contact Fire Prevention Officer Ken
Maynard at 905-852-3393.

Thank you for your cooperation.

REGISTRATION FAIR
Wed., September 5, 2012 at the

Uxbridge Arena Community Centre
6:30p.m. - 8:00p.m. 

For groups, committees, 
organizations, theatre, sports…etc.

Call 905-640-3966 or email 
beverlynortheast@gmail.com 

to book a spot.

NOTICE OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
TORONTO STREET CORRIDOR COMMUNITY
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AREA AND THE

ADOPTION OF A COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
PLAN FOR THE PROJECT AREA BY THE
CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF

UXBRIDGE

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation
of the Township of Uxbridge passed By-law No.
2012-118 on the 16th day of July, 2012 under
Section 28 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990,
c.P.13, as amended, to establish a Toronto Street
Corridor Community Improvement Project Area
and adopt a Community Improvement Plan for the
Project Area;

AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or agency
may appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board in
respect of the By-law as it pertains to the adoption
of the Community Improvement Plan by filing with
the Clerk of The Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge, not later than the 14th day of August
2012, a notice of appeal setting out the objection to
the By-law as it pertains to the Community
Improvement Plan and the reasons in support of
the objection together with the required Ontario
Municipal Board fee of $125.00.  Cheques must be
made payable to the MINISTER OF FINANCE.
PURPOSE AND EFFECTS OF THE BY-LAW:
By-law No. 2012-118 establishes the Toronto
Street Corridor Community Improvement Project
Area which, in the opinion of the Council for The
Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge, defines
the lands to which a Community Improvement Plan
shall be applied.

By-law No. 2012-118 also adopts a Community
Improvement Plan for the lands identified in the
Toronto Street Corridor Community Improvement
Project Area and is intended to assist in the stimu-
lation of the development and redevelopment of
those lands to assist in  the implementation  of the
Township's Official Plan. 
PLEASE NOTE that only individuals, corporations

and public bodies may appeal this By-law to the
Ontario Municipal Board.  A notice of appeal may
not be filed by an unincorporated association or
group.  However, a notice of appeal may be filed in
the name of an individual who is a member of the
association or the group on its behalf. No person or
public body shall be added as a party to the appeal
unless, before the by-law was passed, the person
or public body made oral submissions at a public
meeting or written submissions to the Council or, in
the opinion of the Ontario Municipal Board, there
are reasonable grounds to add the person or pub-
lic body as a party.

Copies of the By-law, Community Improvement
Plan, and background materials are available for
inspection in the Clerk's Department at the
Uxbridge Town Office during regular office hours.
LOCATION OF THE COMMUNITY IMPROVE-
MENT PROJECT AREA: The Toronto Street
Corridor Community Improvement Project Area is
defined below:

FURTHER INFORMA-
TION REGARDING
THESE MATTERS MAY
BE OBTAINED BY
CONTACTING THE
TOWNSHIP'S 
DEVELOPMENT SER-
VICES DEPARTMENT,
905-852-9181.

Dated at the
Township of Uxbridge
this 25th day of 
July, 2012. 
Paul Shipway, 
Deputy Clerk 

LET'S GO TO THE EX!
Reduced tickets are now available at

the Town Hall. 
Save money and enjoy the CNE from

August 17 to Labour Day!
Tickets are on sale until August 16th.

TORONTO STREET MURAL
On behalf of Council I would like to sincere-
ly thank all those individuals and organiza-
tions who made contributions to the new
mural at the corner of Toronto and Brock
Streets.
A very special thank you to Councillor Pat

Mikuse who worked so hard raising funds
and whose efforts alone made this happen.

James Gain, the artist, once again did a
wonderful job painting a scene from early
Uxbridge which shows many of the build-
ings such as the CIBC block of buildings
on the south side of Brock Street.  We are
fortunate to have these buildings still
standing today.
To everyone involved, once again our sin-

cere thanks for a job well done and very
much appreciated.

Gerri-Lynn O'Connor, Mayor

JOIN US FOR THE
3RD ANNUAL

FARMERS OF UXBRIDGE

Thurs.,  August 23 
at Arena Hall 5 to 9pm

30 Local Farmers 
indoors and out

Refreshments, draw prizes, 
200 vintage cars

UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
MUSEUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2012-2014
The Council of the Township of Uxbridge
invites applications from members of the pub-
lic who are qualified electors of the Township
of Uxbridge who wish to have their names
considered for a two-year appointment (term
of Council - expiring Nov.30, 2014) to the
Museum Advisory Committee.  Any people
interested in offering their services, and
would accept an appointment, are invited to
submit a letter of interest to the undersigned
by Wednesday, August 29th 2012.  Together
with the letter of interest, please complete
and submit an Application form to become a
volunteer or a committee member.  These
forms can be obtained on our website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/initiatives -
Volunteer-Committee Member Application
Package.Any questions regarding these
appointments may be directed to:

Debbie Leroux, Clerk
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A Cup of Coffee...     with Adrian Giacca by Roger Varley

Letters to the Editor
Re: Barris Beat:  Between the eyes
question, July 26
This time you and your article have
really disappointed me and many
other people in our land.
As you may know, or maybe not, in
our modern world there are many,
many  different kinds of sports. One
of the oldest and most difficult
sports in the world is the shooting
sport,  be it throwing stones, shoot-
ing bow and arrow, spear, or rifles
and handguns.

To own a handgun legally in
Canada, you will be inspected and
visited by two RCMP officers at
your home. They will ask your wife
and your neighbours, if they are
comfortable knowing that you may
own a handgun. They also check for
safe storage in your house. Only if
your wife and neighbours agree to
it,  may  you be able to get a hand-
gun permit.    

If you don't belong to a shooting
club (paper targets)
with a clean  personal police record,
you are out of luck, no permit.

Of course before all of that, you
have to take a government approved
safety course of a few days, learning
how to safely handle a handgun or
rifle. If you pass all these tests, you
may, or may not, be approved to
own a handgun or rifle which then
has to be stored and locked up in a

very sturdy safe, also RCMP
approved.   

Your handgun will always be in
lockup, either at home or on the
way to the shooting range in your
car, which also requires a transport
permit to the shooting club from
the RCMP. In our country there
shouldn't be a problem whatsoever
to own a gun legally, since people
that own a registered gun are never
the problem and never will be. They
are lawyers, doctors, truck drivers,
police men, politicians, newspaper
men,  bricklayers, you name it.  

We all know of idiots that willful-
ly crashed into a group of people in
their car, or others that started slash-
ing away with a knife on a bus
somewhere.

Should we now outlaw all cars and
knifes? The shooting sport is one of
the finest, toughest,  but also the
most government  controlled sports.   

Many years ago when I was still
part of it at a shooting range, I
enjoyed the camaraderie and chal-
lenges of this sport tremendously.
Sadly, most shooting ranges have
closed down now, probably mostly
because of people like Ted Barris.
You don't have to like guns, but let
other people choose their own
sports.  This is what we call liberty,
freedom.   

The only problem we have with

our children these days is that they
see hundreds or more killings in
movies, on TV, or most games, with
guns blazing before they are in the
teenage range, and slowly they
develop the idea that this is the nor-
mal way of settling things. Stop pro-
ducing and showing all these
killings in movies and on TV and I
can promise you, we would not
have much of a gun problem any-
where.

President Thomas Jefferson of the
U.S. said: “Those who hammer
their guns into plows will plow for
those who do not.” John Adams
said: “Those who trade liberty for
security have neither.”  I rest my
case.  Were the people doing the
shootings in Toronto licensed to
own guns?  

Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge

I’m saddened that I have to write a
letter to the Cosmos to correct erro-
neous information about Scouting
for the second time this summer.

In many ways, I agree with last
week's editorial (Our Two Cents, July
26). Youth are exposed to too much
violence through both entertain-
ment media and the not-always-
accurate initial reporting of real-
world violent acts via the Internet,

social media, television, etc.
I understand and share your upset

and concern over the recent
tragedies. However, you still need to
get your facts straight. Your state-
ments about the Uxbridge Scouts’
visit to Uxbridge Shooting Sports
were wrong and very disappointing.

In your view, the only legitimate
reason for using a gun is to hunt. I'd
guess that you don't approve of the
Olympic shooting events that
Canadians are competing in at the
London 2012 Games. Canadian
Olympic athletes like Cory Niefer
& Dorothy Ludwig do not simply
pick up a gun and become
Olympic-worthy in six months.
They started training at 12 and 13
years old respectively, the same age
as our Scouts. It would be terrific if
one or more of our Scouts were
interested enough in shooting as a
result of their Scouting experiences
to train and become an Olympic
athlete in one of these events – I
would be proud to watch them.

Are you suggesting that the
"inevitable" outcome of Cory &
Dorothy’s activities will result in
them committing gun-related
crimes? I believe that's very far-
fetched, the same as it is far-fetched
to suggest that because the
Uxbridge Scouts handled long guns
in educational and safe environ-

ments they will go on to commit
gun crimes. There are many compli-
cated factors that result in the
tragedies you cited, and your edito-
rial is over-simplifying the causes.

Scouting ensures that our youth
learn proper respect for people, ani-
mals, our environment and, yes,
even guns. One of the most popular
events at Scouts Canada's
Haliburton Scout Reserve is the
Rifle Range. Scouts are taught the
various parts of the rifle, how to
handle both the rifle and ammuni-
tion safely and are instructed on the
safety practices for handling the
rifle. We shoot at paper targets to
test our hand-eye coordination and
all the while keep every person's
safety top-of-mind. They learn that
a gun is not a toy, it is dangerous
and must be treated with respect.
To state that we're encouraging our

youth to use handguns is not only
false, it’s misleading to the public,
an affront to every parent that lets
their child participate in our pro-
gram and in my view, irresponsible
on your part.

George Lagueux, Commissioner
1st Uxbridge Scouts

Adrian Giacca is just out of college
and already he has started his own
business. Although he is only 20
years old, he has already made his
mark in town with his much-
applauded initial design for the
Uxbridge Skate Park and his con-
cept for a proposed pastoral area at
the entrance to town. Adrian is a
young man in a hurry so the
Cosmos thought we should ask him
for a cup of coffee before he gets
too busy.

If I'm not mistaken, you've just
completed a college course in land-
scape design.
Yes, at Fanshawe College in
London. It was a three-year pro-
gram.
You went to college when you were
17?
Yes. I had a good idea of what I
want to do and after I completed
the program I knew this was the
field I wanted to grow in.
You knew pretty early on where you
were heading?
My dad pointed me in the general
direction. He's a project manager
for my uncle's company, the Kaitlin
Group, so he's built a lot of houses
in the area.
I also understand that you likely
will be going back to school in a cou-
ple of years.
Well, there's potential for going to

Guelph University for landscape
architecture. The way the whole sys-
tem works, I have to do five years in
field work and I need to have a port-
folio and I need to be judged in
front of a panel and I need to write
my exams. I need to do that in seven
years from the day I graduated. So
by the time I'm 27 years old, I can
be a registered landscape architect.
If I went to Guelph University, it
cuts two years off that waiting peri-
od. SO at this point, I've started a
business . . .
I was going to get to that. I see
you've just joined the Uxbridge
Chamber of Commerce. You must be
one of the youngest people ever to
join a Chamber of Commerce. And
your company is . . . ?
Adrian Giacca Landscape Design.
Does that mean you'll be going out
doing landscape work yourself or
will you be designing projects for
other people to do the labour?
At this point, my company is a
design firm. So I'm building a firm
where I have some sub-contracting
students that I went to school with
and others who are helping me with
advice. So I get the original contract
from contractors and homeowners
and I sub-contract the work out.
I've created some pretty strong net-
working with local contractors and
in Toronto.
I've seen your designs for the skate-

board park and the park on the tri-
angle of land at the entrance to
town on Toronto Street. Did they
have any impact on the people who
judge your work?
Those two projects were the begin-
ning of my career. When I was in
first year of landscape design, I read
this book called Think and Grow
Rich. It's a self-help motivational

book that kick-started me to start
thinking successfully. I learned a lot
about how to be successful and the
mind-set of doing it. SO I found
the opportunity with the skate park
committee and from that I was per-
sistent in showing up at every meet-
ing and I found the opportunity to
design the skate park. After I
designed the first concept, the kids
loved it and the community had a
strong impact on it. From that proj-
ect, I got the job for the south com-
mercial area and that project
bloomed with a whole other com-

munity group, which is the business
owners.
Who actually came up with the idea
for that triangle of land?
That was Ian Giffin. Right now,
Don Andrews has contacted me
again and he wants to continue with
it. We're going to be creating a
smaller plan for the time being with
the budget we have and then we
need to have a future plan.
I saw that design at council, as I did
your skate park design, which I
loved. But I like your newer design
even better.
(The latest design) is not my design,
it's Spectrum Skateparks' design.
Oh! In that case, Adrian, how did
you feel that your design was no
longer going to be used?
Well, I'm a landscape designer and
you have to find what's best for the
community. It's my ethical decision
to make sure that we have the best
possible skate park. The original
dream for me and the whole com-
mittee was to build a skate park.
Whether or not it's my design or
Spectrum's design, it's making sure
we're continuing the process and
we're not lagging back. We want to
get this park done by this year and
we're on the right track. My design
helped initiate a lot of the commu-
nity support, the township support,
the Trillium fund, the Optimists,
the Rotary Club and that helped us

gain over $400,000. So whether or
not (the original design) is actually
getting built, to me that’s not a big
concern, it's the fact that we're get-
ting the skate park.
That's a heck of an attitude,
Adrian. But that design you came
up with must a hold a special place
inside you?
Of course, I'd love to see it built.
Any designer would love to see their
project built.
Well, I'm glad you straightened me
out on that. Let's get back to the
business. Have you worked in land-
scaping?
I worked in various landscaping
jobs. I worked here in town with
CCG, I worked with a construction
company on Highway 48, I worked
with Turfcover on Ballantrae golf
course, just odds and ends here. I'm
keeping myself busy. I'm going to
trade shows, I’m meeting people
and networking, getting my busi-
ness and my name out there.
You seem like a driven young man.
Are you?
Yes, I think so. You wrote an article
about my girlfriend, Lindsay
Sanders, who was hit on her bicycle
on Brock Road. It was a tragic event
that made me really want to do
something better for myself and
everyone around me.

continued page 9
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our two cents

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Phoenix rises to the occasion
So to our great pride, Uxbridge native Jessica Phoenix not only lived up to her billing as
the premier rider in the five-member Canadian eventing team at the London Olympics
(based on her gold medal in last year’s Pan Am games in Guadalajara), but for the last
phase of the competition, Tuesday’s show jumping, she was the team (see our story on
page 7).

It was hard to watch the cross-country phase Monday morning as rider after rider (15
in all, including three Canadians) came to grief on Greenwhich Park’s twisty, slippery
course. But almost every one was eliminated on a different obstacle, so one suspects it
was inadequate preparation rather than poor design. And contrary to the designer’s pre-
diction that only a couple of the 74 riders would reach the end of the cross-country
unscathed, fully nine of them emerged penalty-free, and we’re convinced that Jessica
would have joined them were it not for a 17-minute hold that ruined the momentum of
her ride (she ultimately wound up three seconds over the target time, for 2.4 penalty
points).
It would be tempting to call the cross-country the highlight of Jessica’s Olympic perform-

ance. On the scoresheet it certainly was - she amassed 54.8 penalties in dressage and 22
in jumping - and Jessica called the thrilling ride on Exponential “awesome”. The on-air
commentator called her a “little spitfire”, and she certainly tackled the course with no fear
whatsoever.
But when she and Exponential rode out into the show arena on Tuesday, in front of much

of the royal family and millions of other horse fans around the world, knowing that she
alone would be representing her country, it must have been a feeling like no other, one
that she’ll remember for the rest of her life, no matter how many other competitions she
takes part in, no matter how many medals she wins.

One thing we must ask Jessica when she gets home is whether the judges in the dres-
sage phase of eventing are always this tough. Nine riders in the cross-country came away
with no penalties, even more in the show jumping, but the top rider after the dressage (a
Japanese rider later eliminated in the cross-country) had a whopping 38 penalties. Jessica
had 54.8, more than two-thirds her eventual total in the whole competition. William Jung
of Germany, the eventual individual gold medalist, was given 40 points in dressage, then
none - none! - the rest of the way, riding clean and on time through the cross-country and
two rounds of jumping. Considering the penalty points in the three phases are given equal
weight, it seems a bit unbalanced.
A final question needs to be asked: is 22nd place at the Olympics something to be proud

of? The answer is an exultant yes. Jessica came into the Games ranked 85th in the world
in eventing. Her gold at the Pan Am games came with none of the elite European or
Down-Under riders in the field; in fact, only a solitary Western Hemisphere rider, one
from the U.S., placed above her in London. Although a podium finish was a wild dream
for her supporters, we’re sure Jessica had different goals: to lead her team and make her
country, and home town, proud. Well, Jessica, those goals have been accomplished in
spades. You and Exponential took a whole country on your backs. It was a fabulous ride.

Commentary   by Akaash Maharaj 
The mandate of our age

While I was in Jordan seven
years ago, I spoke with Adab Al-
Saoud, a social worker turned
Member of Parliament, about
the struggle for freedom in
repressive nations.  She hesitated
during our conversation and
regarded me coolly.  
“Is it possible,” she asked, “that

you are fetishising democracy?
Elected leaders can ravage their
people as much as unelected
ones, you know.”

All these years later, her ques-
tion still gives me pause.  Every
free society is a democracy, but
Adab was certainly correct: not
every democracy is free.
To be worthy of its name, a free

democracy must be more than
just a system of electing govern-
ments; it must be a means of
holding elected governments to
account. Ultimately, election to
office is not a licence to rule, but
a contract to serve.

Since the collapse of
Communism, everyone claims
to be a democrat, and no one
more so than those corrupt
autocrats who pervert elections
to legitimise the exploitation of
their electors.

Today, the greatest threat to
democracy is no longer the
explicit ideology of political
tyranny, but the far more insidi-
ous tyranny of political corrup-
tion.
Corruption robs citizens of our

own resources, our fundamental
rights, and our very identities as
members of a free and equal
society. It makes the weak prey

to the strong, and delivers con-
trol of society into the hands of
the unjust. It debilitates the
nation, undermines the rule of
law, and rots public confidence
in democracy.

Across the Middle East, in
states newly liberated from old
despots, where bloodied but
unbowed peoples have sacrificed
so much for the sake of democ-
racy, corruption is a crime
against hope. Because of all this,
the fight against corruption is
the mandate of our age.

I am, therefore, passionate
about my work with the Global
Organization of
Parliamentarians Against
Corruption (GOPAC), as its
Chief Operating Officer and
head of its global secretariat in
Ottawa.

GOPAC is a non-partisan,
worldwide alliance of serving
and retired democratically elect-
ed parliamentarians, who have
come together as an internation-
al fellowship of conscience to
combat corruption. Its members
assist fellow parliamentarians in
their efforts to impose effective
democratic oversight on execu-
tive authority, to sustain public
transparency and accountability
across government, and to foster
a culture of integrity in public
life.

Perhaps most importantly,
GOPAC serves as a peer support
network for parliamentarians
who are prepared to stand up for
their citizens and speak truth to
power in countries where doing
so is an isolating or dangerous
choice.

In both new and emerging
democracies, one of the surest
guarantees of freedom is a vigi-
lant, relentless, and fearless com-
munity of parliamentarians
standing between our leaders
and the levers of power.
Parliamentarians are the watch-

dogs of democracy, and it is
tragic that so many citizens of so
many nations perceive our
watchdogs as having muted
their bark, muzzled their bite,
and been neutered by the very
powers they were meant to hold
at bay. It is a perception that is
too often justified, but it is a
perception that is just as often
desperately unfair.

There are parliamentarians
around the world who risk their
lives every day to speak for those
who would otherwise have no
voice, to stare down those who
know no restraint, and to make
democratic nations free.  There
are parliamentarians who tilt at
the powerful for no better rea-
son than to shield others. There
are still parliamentarians who
hear the noble call of public
service.

It is one of my life's great priv-
ileges to work with them
through the Global
Organization of
Parliamentarians Against
Corruption.

Akaash Maharaj is a former resi-
dent of Coppins Corner in
Uxbridge.  His personal web site is
www.Maharaj.org 



When I grow up, I want to be... ?
OK. How pathetic am I? I can’t answer that question. I’ve never been able to
answer that question. Which means I either haven’t grown up, or that I have

no real goal, calling, destination in life.
I don’t mean for this to sound too morose, but this is a little subject I have been tackling in my head, late-

ly, and I’m not sure if I like where it’s leading me.
A friend asked me this question not long ago, and I laughingly shrugged it off. But then I got to thinking

about it, and I realized that I had never been able to answer this question, only because I have never real-
ly had any burning desire to be one particular thing.

Actually, that’s not true. I did know, deep inside, what I wanted to do, but I knew that it just wasn’t feasi-
ble. I wanted to act, I wanted to be on the stage, in front of the camera, on a street corner, I didn’t really
care where I was, I just wanted to act. My parents, as wonderful and as supportive as they were, just could-
n’t wrap their heads around their daughter being “one of them.” I was told from birth that I was going to
go to university and be “something”, so that was that. I did ask if I could go to what was then Ryerson
Polytechnical Institute for acting, but was sternly told that it was NOT a university, so that was a big no. At
a loss for what to get all highly educated for, I was flipping through a Chatelaine magazine one day at the
doctor’s office right around university admissions time, and noticed that some lady being interviewed had
her Bachelor of Journalism degree. I thought that sounded pretty cool, much cooler than just a general
Bachelor of Arts, so I did some research and went to university.
It was all planned out for me, right up until the day I graduated. And I fear I’ve kind of drifted ever since.

I knew three days into my program that I would NEVER be a CBC reporter, so where did that leave me? I
had to find work, and I feel like, ever since then, I’ve just been “finding work”. Not really DOING anything
meaningful. Not waking up with a purpose every morning, doing justice to the very expensive piece of
paper hanging on my wall.

Thing is, this doesn’t make me unhappy. People I know joke about how many jobs I have, and what I’m
doing at any particular time. Since graduation I have worked as: a receptionist, a video/television produc-
tion assistant and producer, an ESL teacher, a piano teacher (that’s actually been pretty constant for 21 years
now), a bus driver, a dispatcher, a waitress/hostess, an actor (yeah me!) a freelance writer (my dad’s so
proud I’m using my degree!), a babysitter, a gardener, a cashier, a retail manager, and I’m sure I’m forget-
ting a few. I think I’m only missing nuclear engineer and rocket scientist.

I’ve realized that this has, for the most part, happened because I needed to pay rent or a mortgage and
pay bills and put food on the table. And I guess this is the goal of anyone who goes out to work. I mean,
really, we don’t do it for fun or the good of our health, do we? But it really is disconcerting when filling out
an application or something and you get to that blank that says “occupation” and you have NO idea what
to put. Where to start? Do they really want to know? So I fill it in according to my needs at the time.

So I’m wondering if I am indeed a loser, a jack of all trades, master of none, or a product of our times,
someone who is doing what they need to do to fill the gaps. Someone who works to live, rather than who
lives to work. I would LIKE to think I am the former. I would like to think that I am fortunate to be able to
leave the office at work and do things that do bring in money ( I have worked continuously since I was 17,
save the three times I took a bit of time to, you know, have a baby, and even then it was only a few weeks,
so it’s not like I’m lazy!) but don’t occupy my every waking thought. I can’t deny, though, that I worry that
I’m “wasting my life”, not having one single thing that I live for.

Wait a second – my girls just came in the door. Yeah. I DO have one (make that three) things I live for,
and I would do a million little jobs to make sure that we can really live. Stuff the suit, stuff the corporate
whatever – I’ll do whatever is necessary to keep us happy and healthy and give us lots of time together.

Job well done.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Bums in seats
Somewhere in the palatial offices of the International Olympic Committee in

Lausanne, Switzerland, they missed something. Yes, they've awarded the successful bids: it's Sochi, Russia, in the
winter of 2014 and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in the summer of 2016. They finally got all nations signed on to having
women recognized as athletes. That's all good. But when it came down to the most basic quotient of the games - put-
ting bums in seats - it appears the IOC brain trust has bobbled the baton. The commentators spotted it right away.

“Why are there so many empty seats?” one of them said, Sunday.
Valid question. In the first days alone, there were empty seats at the beach volleyball venue, the women's soccer

game in Coventry, the Olympic swimming pool, and astonishingly at the North Greenwich Arena where there was a
battle royal going on among the Chinese, the British and the American gymnastics teams. And, if it wasn't obvious
for television viewers sitting in North America, it must have really irritated television viewers from right down the
street in a Canadian sports bar, in London, known as The Maple Leaf.

“It really sucks,” one frustrated fan told the Toronto Star on Monday.
OK, there were nearly nine million tickets available to be purchased by Olympic fans around the world. And, to be

fair, you can't put a bum in every seat, but rows and rows of freshly painted seatbacks staring back at the Olympics
cameras? That was embarrassing. What's more, it's a clear message that the IOC, while it takes great pride in its suc-
cess in selling the Olympic message, its popularity in attracting bids for both the winter and summer games, and its
stratospheric surpluses, it can't seem to connect with the common fan. And that's principally because, I believe, it
has no “common” sense at the top.

Those rationalizing for the IOC claim that the empty seats are the result of corporate sponsors not filling the seats
with their executives, their employees and/or their suppliers. If so, shame on them for being no-shows! If it's the
dignitaries - the IOC's elite guests or the sporting federations or public representatives, i.e. elected politicians, or (say
it ain't so) the Royal Family - double shame on them for not making use of the freebies! We spotted the Royal princes
at gymnastics the other night on TV, so I guess the legacy of Princess Diana's parenting survives. But throwing some
of the thousands of handy troops into some of those front seats on camera looked a little obvious to me.
I can't help thinking there's a deeper problem here, something even Lady Di couldn't possibly have overcome. That

is, we fuss so often over the professional sports, we forget about the real athletes. We're so conditioned to follow
and faint over celebrity, that we fail to recognize those who deserve celebration right in our midst. I remember an
incident in Edmonton, many years ago, when the Oilers (in the Gretzky, Messier glory years) ran up a string of
Stanley Cups. I happened to be at the Edmonton International Airport when the team was arriving or departing and
there was a minor riot when travellers in the airport recognized some of the pro hockey players and an autograph-
ing frenzy ensued. 

Meantime, across the airport concourse, seven-time Trap World Championships gold-medalist and six-time
Olympian, Susan Nattrass, walked through the concourse virtually unnoticed. At the time, Nattrass had been practis-
ing every day for a year, just to get to her competition. Even the Oilers in their heyday only practised from
September to May. When I asked Nattrass how she felt about the contradiction, she just shrugged.

“Pro sports are still king,” she said. “I'll never change that.” 
She was right. She couldn't. But it wasn't up to her. It's up to us. We have to learn to stop buying into the myth

that a young man who can do magic with a hockey stick, or jam a basketball net that's barely over his head any-
more, or smash a baseball out of the park, is an athlete. Or that accomplishing any of those feats requires his team
(i.e. season's ticketholders) to pay him double-digit millions per season to do it. 

The true athletes are the ones who toil away for eight or twelve years on a meagre stipend just to get a crack at
the top sixteen to get to the Olympics, or, if all the stars align, win a bronze, silver or gold medal during the Olympic
Games. They're the ones who deserve our adulation, and, damn it, our bums in seats for the privilege of witnessing
their greatness. I say fill the empty seats with kids who need role models. I say fill the empty seats with amateur
athletes' parents, coaches and friends - who most often cannot afford the exorbitant IOC prices. 

To borrow from Pierre, Baron de Coubertain, I say, “Swifter, higher, stronger… and fewer wasted empty seats.”

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

While the rest of us drift through
our summer holidays wilting in
the head and going about our lives
wondering if the sweltering will
ever end, one young lady is expe-
riencing our Canadian summer
for the first time, hoping that time
doesn’t slip by too quickly so that
she doesn’t miss a thing.

Eva De La Cruz, 24, is visiting
Uxbridge from Hainamosa,
Dominican  Republic. St. Paul’s
Church in Leaskdale is hosting
Eva as a summer intern, and she is

spending two months being billet-
ed with various families from the
Uxbridge area.

“I’m very surprised, I’ve been
very welcomed here!” exclaims
Eva.

A recent university graduate in
hotel management, Eva acted as a
young adult leader at St. Paul’s
summer camp at the beginning of
July, helps with the “Kidzone”
Sunday school program, and is
supporting youth ministry
throughout the summer. She is
also leading a few Spanish classes,
namely a group of high school stu-

dents, mostly from Uxbridge
Secondary School, who will be
travelling to the Dominican
Republic in December as part of
the church’s mission program.

St. Paul’s Leaskdale began part-
nering with New Song
Church in Hainamosa
back in 2004, and the
summer internship pro-
gram aims to provide
personal and ministry
leadership opportunities
to a young adult from
the New Song Church.

“When my pastor, Jose

Lopez, called me and told me he
was thinking about nominating
me, I didn’t really consider it. I
just kept looking for a job. I got
the jobs, but they were not good,
so I quit them. I learned that I was

still being thought of to go to
Canada, so I prayed a lot and
asked God to guide me, to do His
will, if He wants me to go to
Canada.”
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INSIDE PETRO CANADA - SERVING ALL DAY

BREAKFAST, FISH & CHIPS, SANDWICHES, 
WRAPS, BURGERS, SOUPS & MORE!

NOW OPEN!
at 545 Hwy. 47

(across from Uxbridge
Veterinary Clinic)

905-
852-2004

Intern’s Canadian adventure a “miracle from God”

continued page 12



by Conrad Boyce

When Jessica Phoenix headed to
London early last month to com-
pete in the Olympics she heart-
breakingly missed out on in 2008,

it was as part of a Canadian eques-
trian eventing team that was fresh
off a silver medal in the 2011 Pan
American Games (where Jessica
herself took the individual gold).
By the time, however, that the 28-

year-old Uxbridge native complet-

ed the competition this past
Tuesday afternoon, Jessica was all
by herself. The Canadian team,
once five members, was her alone.
Eventing is the triathlon of eques-

trian competition, taking place
over three days. First comes the
precision of dressage, then the gru-
eling cross-country phase, where
horse and rider tackle a bewilder-
ing array of some 35 obstacles over
a six-kilometre course, and finally
the spectacle of show jumping,
tackling some dozen fences before
thousands of spectators in just 90
seconds.
But for a quarter of the 74 riders

from some 20 nations who came
to London with their mounts at
great expense to compete, the
opportunity to take part in the
glamour of the show ring never
came. And that, unfortunately,
included four of the five
Canadians.

Some dozen riders fell at various
places on the Greenwich Park
course, including three of Jessica’s
team-mates, which eliminated
them from further competition. A
fourth, Michelle Mueller of Port
Perry, completed the course with
difficulty, but later discovered her
horse had torn a tendon, and had
to withdraw.
The cross-country course, howev-

er, was where Jessica Phoenix and
her marvellous thoroughbred,
Exponential, shone.
"It was amazing!" she said in an

interview afterward.
"Exponential was phenomenal.

He is such a fast, good jumping
horse, and I just had so much fun
out there. Jumping into the sec-
ond water was such an awesome
feeling; he gave it such a good
jump." (The photo shows her on
Monday jumping out of that water).

Phoenix's cross-country ride was
interrupted, however, when Irish
rider Camilla Speirs fell on course
ahead of her.

"I think the hold on course was
the toughest part," said Phoenix,

who was held for approximately 17
minutes before resuming. "I have
actually been in that position with
him before. He's so good - as soon
as you stop galloping, you drop the
reins and he walks and chills out
and calms down. We were able to
stay really focused and get ready to
do our jobs."
Jessica also had the added pressure

of knowing that two of her team-
mates had been eliminated before

she headed out on course. The best
three scores from the five-member
team are counted towards the team
standings.

"Of course you are also going to
be concerned for your teammates
but, at the end of the day, you are
brought here to do a very specific
job," explained Phoenix. "My job
on Exponential was to post a clear
round and we knew that coming
in, so you just keep your focus and
get your job done."

In the dressage phase on Sunday,
Phoenix amassed 54.8 penalty
points, so she sat in a disappoint-
ing 50th place. Her sterling per-
formance in the cross-country
shot her up the leaderboard to
28th, and although she took 22
points in the show jumping, she
ended up in 22nd place individu-
ally.

The Canadian team, with only
one rider participating in the
final phase of the competition,
plummeted to 13th and last
place.

But as disappointed as she no
doubt is for her team-mates,

Jessica can be proud of her per-
formance at what may be only her
first Olympics (28 certainly isn’t
old for an equestrian). She not
only played her part superbly, she
and Exponential ended up taking
the whole team on their shoulders.

We will hopefully have a full inter-
view next week with Jessica about
her Olympic experience.
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In the Renaissance and Baroque eras (circa 1500 to 1750), the viola da gamba
was the instrument of choice for members of the social elite who gathered
together to while away the hours, dining, drinking, and playing music. The viol
is made in different sizes, the most common being treble, tenor and bass, all
of which are in use for today’s concert. Bass viols are very similar in shape
and size to cellos, but the viol family most likely evolved from a desire at the
end of the 14th century for a bowed instrument resembling the size and tun-
ing of the Spanish guitar.

This
Friday
at the
Foster

7:30 p.m.  9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

AUGUST 3 - YORK CONSORT OF VIOLS

LONG WEEKEND SPECIAL AUG. 4-6  AFTER 11AM

4 GOLFERS WITH CART $125 
905-852-7962   TO BOOK YOUR TEE TIME.

FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE 905-852-7962
SCRAMBLES 905-852-7323 

Starring Uxbridge Actress

The story of Lucy Maud Montgomery during
her first 15 years in Ontario (1911-26), a time
of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy,
brought to life through Montgomery's own
powerful words.

Conceived and directed by Conrad Boyce

Playing June 28 - September 3Playing June 28 - September 3

Jennifer Carroll as MaudJennifer Carroll as Maud

Thursday and Saturday evenings at 7:30 pm
Sunday afternoons at 3:00 pm

Tickets $20 at 
Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge, 
at the Leaskdale Country Store 
or by calling 905-904-0977 
for reservations.

The North Durham United FC U13 Boys made
the Tier 2 Finals at the Ambassador Cup Soccer
Tournament held in Kingston July 21st & 22nd.
They placed first in their division in the qualify-
ing round by beating Glengarry 4-1, losing to
Cataraqui in a very close 1-0 match and defeat-
ing Barrie 3-1. The semi-final game had them
face West Ottawa. Outstanding goalkeeping,
solid defence, fast forwards and supportive mid-
fielders gave them the edge in a 1-0 victory.
Unfortunately, they were defeated in the Tier 2
Final game by Spartacus. The hard work put in
by the players, their Coach Andy Georgiou;
Assistant Coach Steve Warden and Manager
Antonella Fiedler made for some great soccer
and a fun-filled weekend. Photo by Jane Toner.

Jessica becomes the whole Canadian team as eventing concludes



CALLING ALL USS
TIGERS WITH AN

INTEREST IN JOURNALISM

OR WRITING !!

Have you dreamed of seeing your
name on a byline? Do you have an
interest in writing? Do you want to
learn more about being a reporter?

Do you have curiosity about

what's going on in your school and
how to get that information out to
others?

Do you enjoy creative writing and
expressing your views and feelings? 

Well, do we have an offer for you!
Tiger Talk, the weekly Cosmos col-

umn on Uxbridge Secondary
School written by students, is look-
ing for individuals who are interest-
ed in becoming regular contribut-
ing members to our writing team.

We are looking for a senior (in
grade 10-12 this fall) as well as a
student entering grade nine to join
our already existing writers so we
have representation from all levels
at our school. 

This would be a steady role
throughout the school year, where
you would be working with other
team members to make Tiger Talk
a valuable forum for USS students
and the community to stay in
touch.
If you are interested, we invite you

to submit your name and contact
information, as well as a brief
description of why you are interest-
ed in this role and what experience
or skills you have to offer, by e-mail
to cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
The deadline is Mon., Aug. 20.

Until Sept. 3  Maud of Leaskdale  One-
woman show about the amazing life of Lucy
Maud Montgomery. Three times per week at the
Historic Leaskdale Church. See page 7 for
more.

Thurs., Aug. 2  Cruise In  Weekly classic
car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge Arena.
6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the Drive South
Band.

Fri., Aug. 3  Fridays at the Foster  York
Consort of Viols.  Foster Memorial, 9449
Concession 7.  7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission by
donation.

Fri., Aug. 3, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+hr., 11+ km
fast pace hike in Durham Forest. No dogs
please. Meet at Durham Forest parking area on
the east side of Conc. 7, 1 km south of Durham
Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

Sat., Aug. 4, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
No dogs please.  Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sun., Aug. 5 Music Fest Reachview Village,
Uxbridge  from 10-11a.m.  Everyone welcome.
The audience is very appreciative of all kinds of
music, story-telling, dancing, poetry, clown-
ing...the sky's the limit!  For more information
please contact Jo at 905-852-6487.

Sun., Aug. 5  Rotary Summer Concerts
Heavy Traffic 7-8 p.m. Rotary Bandshell,
Elgin Park

Mon., Aug. 6, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2.5 hr., slow to
moderate pace hike on the Glen Major/Brock
Tract.  Bring a picnic lunch.  Well-mannered
dogs welcome.  Meet at headwaters Aggregate
Pit parking lot, 2.5 km east of Brock Rd. on
Uxbridge-Pickering Town Line, then 0.6 km
north on Conc. 6.  Brian or Wilma Millage 905-
853-2407.

Thurs., Aug. 9  Cruise In  Weekly classic
car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge Arena.
6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the Cyril Way
Band.

Thurs., Aug. 9 , at 7:30 pm, Don Ross at
the Uxbridge Music Hall, along with guitarists
Owen Van Larkins, Trevor Gordon Hall and
Maneli Jamal. The Optimist Club of Uxbridge is

producing the show to raise funds for the
Uxbridge Rotary Skate Park.Tickets are avail-
able
at Blue Heron Books (Brock St., Uxbridge) or
online at www.uxbridgeoptmist.com. For more,
see pages 7 and 9.

Fri., Aug. 10  Fridays at the Foster
Mike Burns, Guitar.  Foster Memorial, 9449
Concession 7.  7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission by
donation.

Fri., Aug. 10, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr., 10+ km
fast pace loop hike on Brock Tract.  There are
some hills.  Meet at the parking area on the east
side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Russ Burton 905-830-2862.  

Sat., Aug. 11, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
No dogs please.  Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Sun., Aug. 12  Rotary Summer Concerts
Soulise 7-8 p.m. Rotary Bandshell, Elgin Park

Mon., Aug. 13, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 2.5 hr.
slow to moderate pace hike in Walker Woods.
Well-mannered dogs welcome. Meet at parking
lot on Conc. 7, 2 km south of Goodwood Rd.

Brian or Wilma Millage 905-853-2407.

Thurs., Aug. 16  Cruise In  Weekly classic
car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge Arena.
6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by Afterglow,
face painting by Sonshine the Clown.

Fri., Aug. 17  Fridays at the Foster
Chris Saunders, Guitar.  Foster Memorial,
9449 Concession 7.  7:30-8:30 p.m.
Admission by donation.

Fri., Aug. 17  Blood Donor Clinic  1-8
p.m.  Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 75 Marietta
Street.

Fri., Aug. 17 ZEPHYR FARMERS MARKET &
GARAGE SALE. 3:00 to 8:00 pm. Fresh pro-
duce, unique treasures. Zephyr Community
Centre. 

Aug. 18-19 Uxbridge Lions are running their
18th annual Art in the Park from 10AM to
5PM in Elgin Park Uxbridge. Admission and
parking is free. 90 to100 artists will show their
works .... Art/play area for kids, food vendors,
entertainment, silent auction and much more.
Proceeds going to Lion's Dog Guides and other
community
projects.

Uxbridge Parkinson’s Support Group
meets the first Thursday of each month from 1-3
p.m. at the Bridgwater Condo building, 22

James Hill Court off Campbell Drive. All wel-
come.

The ‘Gifts of the North’ sculpture display
continues at the Uxbridge Historical Centre until
October 6. A unique exhibit of 18 whimsical
sculptures by artist Janet Hannam that illustrate
different aspects of life and culture in northwest-
ern Ontario. Open Wednesday to Sunday and
holidays, regular admission fees apply: Adults
$5, Seniors and Students $4, Children $3,
Family $14.
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com. 905-852-
5854.

Glen Major Church summer services begin
July 1 through August, 7 p.m. Special speakers
and music. On Concession 7 south of Chalk
Lake Road.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good spring and
summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.
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ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

Tiger Talk

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Cell 647.962.4969
lisaboycecosmos@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Media Incorporated

Lisa Boyce
Sales Manager

I have been in the printing business for 
27 years, since joining Uxbridge Printing 
in 1984.

Familiar with both sheet and web press 
requirements, I can provide a quote for
your print needs from start to finish. 

References available. I look forward to
working with current, past and future
clients.

Scenes from
the Highlands

of Durham
Games

Photos 
by
Lezley
Woodhams



Are we entering the age
of network marketing?

There’s a lot of buzz about “net-
work marketing” lately; you may
have read about it in the media or
heard about it from friends and
family. But what is it exactly?

In a nutshell, the commerce of
the entire world is based on creat-
ing products and services and then
delivering them to customers. The
most common distribution to cus-
tomers is through a system of
wholesalers and retailers. Mass
advertisement drives the sales.
Typically, the cost of producing
the product is 20 percent or less of
the retail sale price.

Network marketing, which dis-
tributes $117 billion worldwide
(www.dsa.org), on the other hand,
allows individuals with an entre-
preneurial spirit to create income
distributing products or services
directly from the manufacturer to
the customer. The difference
between the manufacturing price
and the retail price allows the dis-
tributors to earn income. If you
build a team of distributors you
receive compensation based on its
efforts as well, because you have
trained and supported those indi-
viduals in building their distribu-
tion businesses.
The potential of network market-
ing
Network marketing requires only
a small investment but has huge

financial potential. There are
many other advantages of being a
network marketer:

•  You are your own boss.
• You choose whom you want to

work  with.
• It can be done part time so that

it  does not interfere with your
current work.
• It does not require any previous

experience, training or education.
• It is not limited by age, gender,

race, nationality or religion.
• There are no employees, inven-

tory,  accounts payable, or
accounts receivable.
• Training in the products/servic-

es as  well as business building is
available. The training and experi-
ence can  drastically improve your
personal life.

• You get to meet and work with
a wide  variety of great people.

• Your income is driven mostly
by your  efforts and can eventual-
ly create a residual income that
pays you even  when you are sleep-

ing or on vacation.

Should you consider network
marketing?
There are certain characteristics of
a distributor/franchise owner that
give the highest chance at success.
These are:
1. Being coachable and following
the successful systems already in
place.
2. Being enthusiastic and having a
burning desire for change.
3. And finally, having a good work
ethic in which you work consis-
tently, even if it is only a few hours
a week.

What to look for
There are many good network
marketing companies from which
to choose. The company should
be a member of the Direct Selling
Association (www.dsa.org) and
adhere to the set of ethics guide-
lines for their company as well as
their independent distributors. As
many businesses fail in their first
five years it is important to pick a
company that has been around for
a while – preferably ten years or
more. They should have unique

consumable products or services
that you can get excited about and
a large expanding potential mar-
ket. The company should have a
good training program and strong
leaders. Visit local meetings and
training sessions to find out.
There should also be a duplicable
marketing system and good
income potential for those just
getting started.

Network marketing is a great pro-
fession to be in, with the opportu-
nity to change the financial future
of yourself and others. Please carry
out your due diligence on any
company you are thinking of join-
ing. The Direct Selling
Association's website
(www.dsa.org) has lots of informa-
tion to explore.

Richard Simpson is an independent
franchise owner of Unicity
International and a Director of the
Uxbridge Chamber of Commerce.
He can be reached at angel-
guyrichard@gmail.com, through
www.slimangelguy.com or at
905.473.1711.
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Lisa Ritchie, CGA
Certified General Accountant

•  Personal & Corporate 
Tax Returns

•  Financial Statement Preparation 
•  Bookkeeping and Accounting

905.862.4166
Cemetery Road, Uxbridge
lisaritchiecga@powergate.ca

www.lisaritchie.ca

Living Water
Sports Camp

August 13-17

8:30am - 4pm
Ages:6-12 yrs old

Soccer, Basketball, Ball Hockey
and many more great activities!

Cost: $95.
Download the registration form at
www.scriptureunion.ca/livingwater

or contact Barry Webster 905.852.2059

at Quaker Village P.S.

The Voice of Business     
by Richard Simpson

So a lot of these projects like the skate park and
the south commercial area are all on a volunteer
basis. They're all projects I'm giving back to the
community.
You were in college at 17. How did you do at
Uxbridge Secondary School? Were you a top stu-
dent?
My grades were never spectacular. I was a C+ stu-
dent and I think the educational system pushes so
hard on the curriculum that they don't teach the
values of business management, personal manage-
ment and setting goals and achieving them. I think
a lot of what I've learned was from the book I men-
tioned and from that I became a person in my own
control and I decided to take a step on my own.
You're a skateboarder, too, aren't you?
Yes. I got my first skateboard at Canadian Tire here
in Uxbridge. It was a Spiderman skateboard, with
plastic wheels and all. I guess I was eight years old.
I don't know any skateboarding terminology, so is
it okay to ask if you are a good skateboarder?
You know what? I can ride the board, I can go up
and down the ramps and I can enjoy it without
hurting myself.
Then what drove you to get involved with the skate
park?
It was finding one or two interests. Seeing the
opportunity in front of me in the newspaper - you
know, Uxbridge town council was creating a com-
mittee to start a skate park and so I figured the
knowledge I had in design and the knowledge I
had as a skate boarder, I could possibly contribute
to this. I've never designed a skate park before in
my life. But the design was recognized by the com-
munity and skate park professionals. It was so
unique and never been built before as a radial. It
offers a lot of challenges but had a lot of areas of
concern, so that's why there's been no park built
like that. Our hope was to get Spectrum to figure

out a way to make it work, but we tried so many
options that it ended up compromising the quali-
ty of the park.
What I liked about your original design was it pro-
vided the opportunity for spectators to actually get
close in - safely - to watch what the skaters were
doing.
I think it's an important feature to the park,
because the community, a lot of the time, looks at
skateboarders as degenerate teenagers that are look-
ing to get into trouble. Often skate parks are put in
unseen places where people don't have to see these
kids ride. But the way it should be presented is as
a landscape sculptural feature and having it where
it is now is a perfect location for through traffic
and the potential growth of Uxbridge. The park I
designed was not just for the skaters but the com-
munity as a whole.
You must get feedback from the kids we see around
town riding their boards. How do the kids see you
now?
Well, I've certainly got a lot of respect for them
and I get approached all the time, asking me how
the design's going, how's the skate park going? A
lot of the kids want to contribute as much as they
can, but at the end, all they want to see is the park
regardless of what it looks like.
I was wondering if they see you as a local skate-
boarders' hero.
I don't like to think of myself like that and it's not
a one-person job either. It was a committee that
brought this all together. I like to consider myself
a youth and I can relate to them and I hope they
can look up to me and try to pursue some more
goals. It’s all about being determined and having a
desire and passion for what you want to do.
On that note, Adrian, I'll say thank you.
Thank you.

COFFEE WITH ADRIAN from page 3
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

“Be thankful and praise
the Lord as you enter his
temple.”   

- Psalms 100:4

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

www.biblesociety.ca

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

Licenced 
Electrical Contractor

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Uxbridge 416-346-8501
ESA #7007371 mnleber@aol.com

ALEC
LEASK

Earthmoving & Haulage
Excavating • Grading

Sand • Gravel • Limestone
Site Preparation • Trenching

Basements • Driveways
Septic Systems

905-852-7395

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances,
AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture,
pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machin-
ery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores, facto-
ries. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907.  8/30

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting (Int.-Ext.),
tiling, drywall, carpentry, trim, plumbing, odd jobs,
installation & repair.  905-852-1424.  8/23
D.J. PAVING:  Driveway preparation and
paving, repairs, parking lots, hot crack sealing,
skidster work. No job too small. Free estimates.
905-904-3769. 8/30
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and
overnight care, your house or ours, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only.  905-
852-4454.  8/2
ADULT LEARNERS: I work with adults to
improve basic English reading, writing and math
skills. Fraser Education. 905-852-1145.  8/2
K9’S in KAHOOTS - Agility for Fun!, Puppy
Classes and Beginner Obedience starting 2nd week
of August. Call or email now to reserve a spot or
for more information! 6389 Main Street,
Stouffville, (905) 642-8289,
www.k9sinkahoots.com  8/9
CALL JON MILLS @ 647 239 6011 for any
small excavations, stump/tree removal and fences
& decking. Nights and Weekends. Free Estimates.
8/16
FLUTE LESSONS for beginner to intermediate
levels. Local. Studied under Lesley Joosten and cur-
rently under the instruction of Peg Albrecht, U of T.
Also offering piano lessons for beginners.
References available. Sarah Pollard 852-0056.
8/30
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL CLEANING
Free estimates, Weekly/Biweekly, Bonded,
References. A clean environment says it all! (905)

473-1907/(905)960-0523. tw-cleansweep@hot-
mail.com  8/16

Wanted

HELP WANTED: Office administrator and cus-
tomer service rep for a deck products distributor
in Uxbridge . Outgoing personality essential .
Should be willing to meet customers at 4-6 trade
shows annually. Ideal candidate would want to
work 3 /4 days a week and job share. Quickbook’s
experience an asset, as well as excel, word and
basic graphic design experience. French speaking
also a plus. E-mail resumes to sales @
livoutdoor.com   8/2
HIRING: Local custom construction company
looking for help, experience a definite asset as
well as being physically fit. Favourable consid-
eration will be given to any construction courses in
good standing. Totally professional and disciplined
crew. Please reply (with resume) by email to:
4workingman4@gmail.com  8/16
ISLAND TAXI IS LOOKING FOR DRIVERS
in Uxbridge, two shifts available, please call for
info 905-852-4445.  8/30
SCRAP METAL WANTED: Free pickup. Proceeds
to the Uxbridge Stars Peewee A Team. Call or text
905-409-6001 or email
majorpeeweea@gmail.com.  8/2
YOUR EXPERIENCE PLEASE: There have been
recent reports that patients taking the anti-
Parkinson’s medication Miranex have encountered
problems with impulse control, as I have. Please
call Ivan Simmonds at 905-952-2302 to discuss.
Thank you. 8/2

For Sale

TWO ADULT SCHWINN BICYCLES, 6 speed,
c/w car carrier. Almost new. $ 450.00
905 852 3517.  8/2
ONE YEAR OLD (LIKE NEW) KENMORE
FRIDGE: 18.5 cubic / white /top mount freezer
/ with ice maker. Makes a great new fridge or sec-
ond fridge! $300.00 Call 905-862-0941 for
details (must pick up). 8/9
UXBRIDGE BUILDING LOT 126x60, fully

serviced, north on Centre Road. 905-852-3694.
8/30
BEAUTIFUL GOLF CART with canopy, great for
big property, $1200. Working pin ball machine,
great shape, $400. 416-705-9993. 8/9
2002 CHEVY BLAZER, certified, e-tested, no
rust. $2700. 416-705-9993.  8/9

For Rent

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT:
Entire 2nd floor of The Dark Horse Antique Shop
in Sunderland. 1,000 sq ft. Totally renovated.
A/C, full kitchen, natural gas fireplace.
Gorgeous space. 705-357-3111 www.darkhors-
estudio.ca  8/2
TWO-BEDROOM HOUSE, Pefferlaw. 416-451-
9320.  8/16
ROOM FOR RENT: Downtown Uxbridge, Large,
Clean, Main Level, Parking, Appliances, Equipped
Kitchen. Shared Living. Separate entrance,
Available Immediately, $125/week. Inclusive.
Call/text 647-220-6093.

Events

RYLEEPUSS PRODUCTIONS
AUDITION NOTICE "Oliver" look-
ing for people of all ages call Mike for
a booking time at 905 852 1836. 8/9
Tickets now available for ELVIS
CHRISTMAS SHOW staring Jay
Zanier call today to book your tickets
at 905 852 1836.  8/9
RYLEEPUSS PRODUCTIONS
PRESENTS DISCOVERING ELVIS
(the play) tickets now available call
Mike at 905 852 1836 first show only
all tickets $10.00, book early to get a
good seat.  8/9

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$20/week



by Linda Lee Purvis

The Uxbridge Music Hall has
unmasked a grate installation
recently, one of comedy... and
of tragedy...  and of dutiful
pleasure, most certain to
gladden the steeliest of faces.

A tribute to the power of
creative ingenuity, this 'grate'
idea was born a number of
years ago when avid theatre-
goers and local artists, Tom
Loach and Lynn Bishop, were
seated in the balcony section
of the Hall, awaiting the first
act of Jasper Station. Their
attention was drawn to the
disenchanting appearance of two
return air grates directly above the
stage at ceiling level. 

“The hall, with its beautiful cast iron
balcony, has such character,” Lynn

recalls, “and then those grates, they
were just awful.”  
As luck would have it, Tom's compa-

ny, CNC Profiles, is in the business of
cutting metal - he had even cut the
odd grate or two. The couple bantered
the idea of offering to design, create,
and donate two metal grates to replace
the existing dreary ones. 

Soon after, Tom began playing with
various design concepts before settling
upon his own rendition of the classic
theatrical masks: comedy and tragedy.
When the idea was presented to the
Music Hall advisory board, the
prospect of such a unique proposal
was enthusiastically and graciously
received.

The initial images were worked by
hand, with meticulous modifications -
and Lynn's creative input along the
way. Although the masks were the
obvious focal point, it was the back-
ground that proved a logistical chal-
lenge. The grates required unencum-

bered air flow, so openness
was paramount. Looking for
inspiration, Tom found a
brilliant solution in the hall
itself - the ornamentation of
the cast balcony. He replicat-
ed this exact pattern (also
familiar to a number of other
historic theatres in adjacent
communities), which matri-
moniously unified both
functionality and aesthetics.

The hand drawn images
were subsequently tweaked
on the computer, and then
intricately programmed to
direct the precision cutting
by the computer-driven

machinery. Both laser and water jet
techniques were used to execute the
infinite details incorporated into the
designs. Two different materials were
used: 1/8” brass for the faces them-
selves, and 1/8” cold-rolled steel for
the ornate backing. Since the desired
effect was to have the masks appear to
be floating on the background, Tom
was challenged (but not slayed) by the
scarcity of uncut material to mechani-
cally fasten the two layers together.  
Pleased with the results, the grates sat

idle for some time until the tricky
installation could be arranged, the cost
of which was also covered as part of
the generous donation by the artists
themselves. 
Tom explained, “So many people are

able to volunteer their time [to the
community] on an on-going basis,
and that's difficult with my schedule,
so this is our way of giving back to the
community. It's also nice to make a

contribution to the arts community, as
well as to make a nice improvement to
the hall.” The couple acknowledge in
tandem, “We're honoured to have
made something that will be a part of
the hall for years to come.” 

And although the work is collabora-
tive between Lynn and Tom, Tom also
was quick to recognize his business
partner, Frank Rotili, whose indirect
contribution was present in the mate-
rials and resources they share in com-
mon.

With an ironic face off between the

classic iconic faces, and the contempo-
rary methodology with which to cre-
ate them, the masks innately lend
themselves to the best of both worlds,
past and present, and to the legacy
that continues to shape the historical
evolution of Uxbridge's esteemed
Music Hall. 
Be sure to visit Lynn and Tom on the

Uxbridge Studio Tour September 15
& 16 - and be sure to gaze upward and
admire their handiwork next time you
visit the Music Hall.
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for the Don Ross concert at the Music Hall.

Last week’s viewpoint (lower photo) was the castle

in Elgin Pond; it was guessed by Penny Peters of

Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to the upper photo

next week.  Photos by Jennifer Carroll.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

A TASTE TREAT LIKE NO OTHER!
TRY OUR WORLD-FAMOUS BEEF JERKY!

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
Opening Day Sunday June 4th
Uxbridge Arena 9am-1pm

Come out
and enjoy
our 5th year 
of the 
Uxbridge
Farmers’ 
Market!

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves, 
Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables, Fruit, 
and much more.

We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might 
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Our 11th
season of
bringing

Uxbridge’s
best to

you!

OPEN SUNDAYS THROUGH OCT. 7

Specializing in

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

GOING

 
GREEN

AT
 
 410 AUTO

 
 
 

 

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

A “grate” idea comes to pass at the Music Hall

• All natural fresh vegetables from Willowind
farms!  • Home made baked goods and farm
fresh frozen meat from D & W Cooper Farms!
• Knitted products and other sheep's wool prod-
ucts from Wool 4 Ewe!  And Much, Much More!



This Way   by Vince Winder
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PATTERSON’S

FLOORING
Hardwood,Laminate,EngineeredWood,Cork,
Leather,Carpet,Vinyl,Ceramic,Porcelain,Slate

185 Main Street North Unit B Uxbridge
Phone 905-862-0001 Fax 905 862-0031

1-888-862-2001
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca

(SINCE 1984)

MON - FRI 9-6PM SATURDAY 9-4PM

Over 3,000
Flooring
Samples
In Our

Showroom
To Choose From!

CARPET
LAMINATE

HARDWOOD
TILES

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATIONS
BY OUR OWN EMPLOYEES!

Closed Sat. Aug. 4/12

We are so blessed

“Democracy is the worst system ever invented...
except for all the rest.” - Winston Churchill

Having just celebrated the 145th anniversary
of the birth of Canada, one of the best exam-
ples of democracy in the world, how thankful
we can be to live in freedom in this wonder-
ful country, the second largest in the world,
almost as large as all of Europe.

Canada is a beautiful land that we can all be
proud of, from the quaint, sleepy little fishing
villages that hug the Atlantic coast to the far
west with its towering snow-capped Rocky
Mountains. One of the world's most scenic
countries, we have it all in Canada and over
our short history, the people of this great
nation have resourcefully and skillfully devel-
oped the country's natural resources and with
dedication and determination made Canada
into one of the most prosperous nations in
the world.

The prosperity and success we enjoy today
did not just come by accident, but from a
strong and firm foundation set in place by
our forefathers and the Fathers of
Confederation. The strong foundation upon
which our country was founded and shaped
was a basic world view that had God at the
center of all of life. That shaped their laws
and view of life, its origin, purpose and desti-
nation.

Francis Schaeffer, in his book, How Should
We Then Live?, says – “People have presuppo-
sitions, and they will live more consistently
on the basis of these presuppositions than
even they themselves may realize. By presup-
position we mean the basic way an individual
looks at life, his basic world view, the grid
through which he sees the world.

Presuppositions rest upon that which a per-
son considers to be the truth of what exists.
People's presuppositions lay a grid for all they
bring forth into the external world. Their pre-
suppositions also provide the basis for their
values and therefore the basis for their deci-
sions. 'As a man thinketh, so is he.'.....”
Uxbridge founder Joseph Gould said – “As a

boy, I was taught my letters by my dear moth-
er, and it was she who also thus early, first
instilled into my youthful mind that pro-
found reverence for the Holy Scriptures
which through all my life I humbly hope I
have retained.” (The Life and Times of Joseph
Gould.)

Without a world-view, like many of our
Fathers of Confederation had, with God at
the center of all of life, we could go the way
of the mighty Roman Empire, as Schaeffer
explains: “Like the Greeks, the Romans had
no infinite god. This being so, they had no
sufficient reference point intellectually; that
is, they did not have anything big enough or
prominent enough to which to relate either
their thinking or their living. Consequently,
their value system was not strong enough to
bear the strains of life either individual or
political. All their gods put together could
not give them sufficient base for life, morals,
values and final decisions....” Ultimately, “self
interest became more significant than social
interest...”

Sounds familiar, doesn't it?
Our forefathers with their Biblically-based

world-view had a value system strong enough
to bear the strains of a very difficult life in the
wilderness of early Canada and to establish
strong moral values. If we continue to move
away from that basic world-view, we are in
grave danger of experiencing the same fate as
the Roman Empire.

When Eva heard from Director of Missions
for St. Paul’s Leaskdale Nancy Loraine that
her invitation to come to Canada was on its
way, Eva’s excitement began to mount. When
the expected letter didn’t arrive, but lucrative
job offers did, Eva really began to look to the
Lord for guidance. A week later, she learned
that Pastor Lopez had the much-anticipated
letter in his possession, and her prayers were
answered. She applied for the visa to come
here, and waited some more, not really believ-
ing that she might be on her way to Canada.

“I was very in the moment, I had to have
complete faith in God that He’ll guide me.
When I saw that visa in my passport, I knew
I was coming.”

Her excellent English would suggest she’s
been here longer than just over a month, and
her broad smile suggests that she is loving
every minute of it.

“Oh, the people have been just so wonder-
ful to me. I’ve been to Toronto, to a cottage,
and later this week, I’m going to Niagara
Falls. It’s very famous in the Dominican
Republic, Niagara Falls, so I’m excited to see
it,” she says.

She also spent a day at Canada’s
Wonderland, and was astounded at the size of
the park.

“We have a fair like this at home every
January, but it is nothing like this!” she laughs.

“It was very scary. I
didn’t do the big
rides. No no. That’s
too much, so high!”

She’s enjoyed
learning more about Canadian culture, as
well, and likes to point out some differences.

“We don’t take our shoes off at the door, like
you do here, we just walk all over in them!”

Food has also been a challenge for her –
“You don’t cook your broccoli here! And
beans! We cook practically everything in
Dominican Republic, we don’t eat the things
raw.”

Eva says she finds life here simpler, that in
the Dominican, everyone is always working
and rushing about.

“Here you can handle your time, in
Dominican Republic, you can’t.”

Eva still has almost a month to enjoy the
simple Canadian life before she returns home
to pass on some new skills to her home
church, as well as find a career in her field. She
hopes to eventually continue her education,
and perhaps even go for her MBA.

For now, though, she keeps in touch with
family and friends through Skype and
Facebook, and soaks up the Canadian sun,
basking in this adventure she calls her “mira-
cle from God.” 

Intern from page 6


