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FUN ON THE WATER - The usually calm surface of Elgin Pond has been alive lately with crowded and colourful canoes, thanks to the ever-popular day camps hosted by the Township of Uxbridge. On any given day of
the week, dozens of Uxbridge-area young people are participating in these camps all over town. Photos by Stuart Blower.
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Uxpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

Uxbridge Arts Association:  . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for August

Monday, August 13th
COUNCIL    9:30 a.m.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24 

LOOKING FOR THINGS FOR THE KIDS TO DO THIS SUMMER?
Check out our website at www.uxlib.com for super
ways to fill up the holidays!  Activities and pro-
grams are planned for all school ages ALL sum-
mer long. *PAYMENT  for ALL PROGRAMS by
CASH or CHEQUE.
NEW THIS YEAR: MYTHS & MAKE BELIEVE DAY
CAMP for GRADES 1-4. Aug. 13-17. This camp is
designed to help children develop problem solv-
ing, self expression and team work skills through
a series of creative, interactive activities and
crafts indoors and outside, plus a swim at Uxpool.
Lots of time to explore the library, including laptop
time/training.  Students bring a lunch and snacks.
$95.00/week/child, 8:30 am-4:30 pm (earlier drop-
off and pick-up available).

INDIVIDUAL afternoon programs for Grds. Jk-6
(Grd. as Sept.) as in previous years. Pre-register
now, in person. 'WILLY WONKA WEEK' Aug. 13,
grds. 3-6;  Aug. 14, grds. Jk-Sk;  Aug. 16, grds. 1-
2. All classes start at 2:00 pm.  PRE-TEENS DROP-
IN (no need to pre-register) grds. 6-8 Thurs.
nights, 6:30-8:00pm.  Aug. 16 'RELIC HUNTER'
SPECIAL SHOW::  'APPLEFUN PUPPETRY'   Fri. Aug.
17, 11:00am-noon. Students entering grades Jk-2
are welcome to join us for this awesome show
entitled Robin Hood and the Dragon.  Lots of audi-
ence participation and a great opportunity for
young people to enjoy a very old, but terrific form
of entertainment!  Workshop to follow for creation
of a puppet to take home.  Tickets $4.00 each, on
sale now in the Children's Department.  Event to
be staff supervised, with any remaining tickets, on
show day, available to parents and caregivers.
PATIO PLUS…Looking for a comfy place to relax
downtown? Be sure to visit our newest attraction
at the library- outdoor seating on  the south side
of the upper level.  Access this area from outside
with a cool summer drink or snack, as well as
from the inside, with your  favourite reading .
UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR:  'READ ALL ABOUT IT',
Uxbridge Library Celebrates 125 years.  Watch for
our big booth at the fair, along with special shows
on the performance platform by the Durham
Folklore Storytellers, three shows each day:  Sat.
Sept. 8, 10:30am-2:00pm and Sun. Sept. 9, noon-
2:30pm.  FREE

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

EXTENDED HOURS
The Development Services Department will be
extending its hours of operation to assist the pub-
lic with their planning and building projects on the
following dates:

Tuesday, August 21, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, September 18, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Please use rear entrance. All other departments
will be open Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

OPEN AIR BURNING 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Effective July 13th, 2012, open air burning
privileges for Fire Permit Holders or
Residents burning using a Burn Barrel or
an Approved Appliance have been sus-
pended until further notice.
The Open Air Burning Ban will be in effect

in the Township until weather conditions
improve.
When a Property Owner or Permit Holder

fails to comply with the above notice and
the Fire Department responds an open air
fire, the Fire Department will invoice the
Owner/Permit Holder fees for service as
permitted under By-law # 2007-209.

Please call 905-852-9038 for daily
updates.

If you require further information please
contact Fire Prevention Officer Ken
Maynard at 905-852-3393.

Thank you for your cooperation.

REGISTRATION FAIR
Wed., September 5, 2012 at the

Uxbridge Arena Community Centre
6:30p.m. - 8:00p.m. 

For groups, committees, 
organizations, theatre, sports…etc.

Call 905-640-3966 or email 
beverlynortheast@gmail.com 

to book a spot.

NOTICE OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
TORONTO STREET CORRIDOR COMMUNITY
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AREA AND THE

ADOPTION OF A COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
PLAN FOR THE PROJECT AREA BY THE
CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF

UXBRIDGE

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of The Corporation
of the Township of Uxbridge passed By-law No.
2012-118 on the 16th day of July, 2012 under
Section 28 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990,
c.P.13, as amended, to establish a Toronto Street
Corridor Community Improvement Project Area
and adopt a Community Improvement Plan for the
Project Area;

AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or agency
may appeal to the Ontario Municipal Board in
respect of the By-law as it pertains to the adoption
of the Community Improvement Plan by filing with
the Clerk of The Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge, not later than the 14th day of August
2012, a notice of appeal setting out the objection to
the By-law as it pertains to the Community
Improvement Plan and the reasons in support of
the objection together with the required Ontario
Municipal Board fee of $125.00.  Cheques must be
made payable to the MINISTER OF FINANCE.
PURPOSE AND EFFECTS OF THE BY-LAW:
By-law No. 2012-118 establishes the Toronto
Street Corridor Community Improvement Project
Area which, in the opinion of the Council for The
Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge, defines
the lands to which a Community Improvement Plan
shall be applied.

By-law No. 2012-118 also adopts a Community
Improvement Plan for the lands identified in the
Toronto Street Corridor Community Improvement
Project Area and is intended to assist in the stimu-
lation of the development and redevelopment of
those lands to assist in  the implementation  of the
Township's Official Plan. 
PLEASE NOTE that only individuals, corporations

and public bodies may appeal this By-law to the
Ontario Municipal Board.  A notice of appeal may
not be filed by an unincorporated association or
group.  However, a notice of appeal may be filed in
the name of an individual who is a member of the
association or the group on its behalf. No person or
public body shall be added as a party to the appeal
unless, before the by-law was passed, the person
or public body made oral submissions at a public
meeting or written submissions to the Council or, in
the opinion of the Ontario Municipal Board, there
are reasonable grounds to add the person or pub-
lic body as a party.

Copies of the By-law, Community Improvement
Plan, and background materials are available for
inspection in the Clerk's Department at the
Uxbridge Town Office during regular office hours.
LOCATION OF THE COMMUNITY IMPROVE-
MENT PROJECT AREA: The Toronto Street
Corridor Community Improvement Project Area is
defined below:

FURTHER INFORMA-
TION REGARDING
THESE MATTERS MAY
BE OBTAINED BY
CONTACTING THE
TOWNSHIP'S 
DEVELOPMENT SER-
VICES DEPARTMENT,
905-852-9181.

Dated at the
Township of Uxbridge
this 25th day of 
July, 2012. 
Paul Shipway, 
Deputy Clerk 

LET'S GO TO THE EX!
Reduced tickets are now available at

the Town Hall. 
Save money and enjoy the CNE from

August 17 to Labour Day!
Tickets are on sale until August 16th.

JOIN US FOR THE
3RD ANNUAL

FARMERS OF UXBRIDGE

Thurs.,  August 23 
at Arena Hall 5 to 9pm

30 Local Farmers 
indoors and out

Refreshments, draw prizes, 
200 vintage cars

UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIP

MUSEUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2012-2014

The Council of the Township of Uxbridge
invites applications from members of the
public who are qualified electors of the
Township of Uxbridge who wish to have
their names considered for a two-year
appointment (term of Council - expiring
Nov.30, 2014) to the Museum Advisory
Committee.  Any people interested in
offering their services, and would accept
an appointment, are invited to submit a
letter of interest to the undersigned by
Wednesday, August 29th 2012.
Together with the letter of interest,
please complete and submit an
Application form to become a volunteer
or a committee member.  These forms
can be obtained on our website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/initia-
tives - Volunteer-Committee Member
Application Package.Any questions
regarding these appointments may be
directed to:

Debbie Leroux, Clerk

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

CROSSING GUARDS

The Township of Uxbridge is currently
seeking an individual to fulfill the position
of Crossing Guard for the Town of
Uxbridge.  
Spare crossing guard positions are also

available.
If you are interested in a position,

please contact Jo Ann Merrick at 905-
852-9181 ext 202 or email:
jmerrick@town.uxbridge.on.ca

For full details
on entry rules
and regulations,
see the website
at:
www.yoursuper-
petcalendar.com
or the Township
of Uxbridge
website
(address above)
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Equestrians return to London for Paralympic Games
by Nancy Melcher

They are overshadowed by the
main event. Their competition
takes place after all the hubbub
has died away. They are not
household names, nor are they
featured on flashy TV commer-
cials. However, their personal
journey to their Olympic com-
petition is just as daunting, just
as taxing physically and requires
just as big a commitment as that
of any able-bodied Olympian.

Members of the Canadian
Paralympic Team will head to
Great Britain early in August to
compete in the 2012 Paralympic
Games, which run August 29 -
September 9 in London. Just
like the other Olympians these
athletes compete against the very
best in the world, although every
Paralympian competitor also
contends with some form of dis-
ability. Two Uxbridge residents
are at the forefront of the
Canadian Paralympic Dressage
Team. 

Elizabeth Quigg is the Chef
d'Equipe, the lead person
responsible “for the management
of the team at the Games and all
of the preparations over four
years leading up to the Games”.

Elizabeth's first trip to the
Olympics was in Atlanta in 1996
as Chef d'Equipe of the able-
bodied team. She commented,
“It is a great honor for all of us to
represent Canada, and we thank
'Own the Podium', our spon-
sors, families and friends for the
wonderful support they have
given us. We look forward to
bringing home the gold!”

Alice Beatty attended her first
Olympics on Canadian soil, in
Calgary in 1988. She is the
Stable Manager for the
Canadian Paraquestrians, over-
seeing everything that happens
in the barns, from the tack and
feed to the grooms and vets.
“Once the riders began to com-
pete at the international level, I
was taken on to make sure the
horses were cared for and looked
after at an international stan-
dard.”

Alice will be flying with one of
the horses on August 4th. Unlike
regular passengers, they must be
at the airport six hours ahead of
the flight. The horse is led into
what looks like a regular two-
horse trailer, but without the
wheels, and is secured in it.
There are openings for air flow,
and a place to hang a hay net. It's

loaded into a cargo plane, usual-
ly one operated by KLM or
Lufthansa. 

Horses get terribly stressed
while flying, and lose a lot of flu-
ids. It's vital that they be kept
hydrated. “To help cope with air
pressure changes during take-off
and landing, I like to feed carrots
or watermelon to the horses,”
Alice explains. “It's the best way
for them to equalize pressure
during these parts of the flight.
It's great if the Captain is a
'horse-y' person, because they
ultimately decide whether I can
be with the horses during these
really stressful times. It really
benefits the horses to have
grooms with them.”
The horses and staff will have a

couple of days of rest to acclima-
tize to their new surroundings.
Alice's day starts in the barn at
7AM. She gets the horses ready
throughout the day for training
sessions, oversees all the tack and
grooming, and makes sure every-
thing is closed down at the end
of the day. After supper, she does
a final night check from 9 to 10
PM, and then heads for bed. 

Elizabeth reviews the schedule
for the Team once they arrive in
Britain. “I will be checking all

details to ensure a smooth transi-
tion from Canada to the Games.
A total of 16 are traveling to
Yorkshire to attend a training
camp, and attending a pre-
Olympic competition prior to
our arrival in London.” 
Four members of the Team are
riders: the rest are support crew.
“Due to the nature of their dis-
abilities, most of the athletes
have a personal care attendant,
plus we have two coaches, a vet-
erinarian, three grooms, a stable
manager, the Equine Canada
director, a Performance
Consultant and a Massage
Therapist who treats both horse
& riders.”

Team members are: Jody
Schloss from Ontario with her
horse, Inspector Rebus; Ashley
Gowanlock from BC, riding
either Ferdonia or Maile; Lauren
Barwick, from BC (gold & silver
medalist in 2008) riding Off to
Paris owned by Equine Canada,
or Ferdonia; and  Eleonore
Elstone riding Zareno.

Once in London, the team will
be housed in a hotel inside the
security perimeter at Greenwich
Park, the site of the paraquestri-
an events. Each day will involve
training, with all four riders

working their horses with the
coaches. They try to follow the
same schedule throughout train-
ing right into the Games.  Each
athlete has such individual
requirements due to their physi-
cal disabilities, that they have
personal daily plans for their
own fitness/cross-training rou-
tines. 

Athletes compete at different
levels, depending on the nature
of their disabilities. Each
Canadian Paraquestrian will
compete at a different grade,
from 1A (the most disabled)
through Grade IV. Canada's
team is currently ranked fourth
in the world, quite an accom-
plishment with the relatively
small numbers of therapeutic
riding programs across the coun-
try. 

As with the able-bodied
Games, the Paralympics will be
opened by Queen Elizabeth and
Prince Philip. There should be a
daily one-hour wrap-up of
Paralympic sports news. Cosmos
readers can tune-in, to see how
well our paraquestrians have
fared at their 2012 Games. 

THE POLICE BEAT

Murder case no closer to being solved

by Roger Varley

It seems there is little chance an arrest will ever be
made in connection with the murder last year of
18-year-old Margarita Shumakova, whose body was
found on a concession road in Uxbridge. It was the
first murder case in our township in decades.
Det. Terry Haight of Durham Regional Police said

a warrant has been issued for the arrest of a man
named Babak Ghanad, 35, but added that the sus-
pect has left the country and is believed to be living
in Iran.
Det, Haight said there is no extradition treaty

between Canada and Iran. He said Interpol has
been alerted, but the only way for Ghanad to be
returned to Canada is if he travels to a friendly
country and is picked up by police.
Ms. Shumakova's body was found in a field close

to Concession 8 just south of Wagg Road on July 8,
2011. She was last seen on July 3 when she was at a
downtown Toronto night club with friends. A
native of Kazakhstan, she lived with her mother on
York Mills Road in the Don Mills area of Toronto.
Det. Haight said the cause of her death is not being
made public, nor how she came to be on a lonely
road in Uxbridge.
"I can't comment on facts and evidence that might
be used if the suspect is arrested," he said.

Missing Cyclist 
Located in Durham  Forest

An evening ride on the Durham Forest trails
turned serious for two Whitby cyclists last week
when they became separated.

On Monday July 30, the two men decided to
take a ride in the forest south of Uxbridge around
8 p.m. About 15 minutes into the ride the pair
got separated. One of the men attempted to look
for his friend for about three hours before con-
tacting police just after 11 p.m.

Officers from North Division and Traffic
Services responded on ATVs to the Uxbridge area
of Houston Road and Concession 7 and began
searching the area. The York Regional Police Air2
helicopter was also asked to assist as the DRPS
helicopter Air1 was on a scheduled day off.

At about 1:25 a.m., Air2 located the missing
cyclist in the woods waving his armsm and direct-
ed officers on the ground to his location. The
rider was not harmed and in good spirits. He
thought he could continue riding but it became
too dark in the woods and he lost his way.

Unfortunately, said police, these men were not
equipped with cellphones, bike lights or flash-
lights and therefore not adequately prepared for a
ride on the trails after dark. Residents venturing
out on Durham’s many trails are reminded to
take precautions when doing so, particularly at
night.

West Nile mosquitoes on rise
Durham Region Health
Department has received notifica-
tion that five pools of adult mos-
quitoes have tested positive for
West Nile virus (WNV) this week.
The results were reported from
permanent adult mosquito trap
sites located in Pickering, Ajax,
Whitby and Oshawa. The five lat-
est counts bring the total number
of WNV-positive pools to eight for
the 2012 season. This represents an
increase in viral activity within the
mosquito population as compared
to 2011 when eight positive pools
were reported during the entire
season.  
To minimize the risk of mosquito

bites and the possibility of being
infected with WNV, the Health
Department recommends taking
the following precautions:

• Wear shoes, socks and light-
coloured clothing, including long
sleeve tops and full-length pants,
when outside especially between
dusk and dawn when mosquitoes
are most active.
• Use insect repellent containing

DEET on exposed skin, following
Health Canada's safety tips on
using personal insect repellents.
More information on using insect
repellents containing DEET can be
found in Health Canada's pam-
phlet “Safety Tips on Using
Personal Insect Repellent” at

www.pmra-arla.gc.ca/english/con-
sum/insectrepellents-e.html.
• Ensure that window and door

screens are in good repair to pre-
vent mosquitoes from entering
your home.
WNV is a mosquito-borne disease

that is spread to humans through
the bite of an infected mosquito.
Mosquitoes become infected by
feeding on the blood of a bird that
carries the virus. The disease is not
passed from person to person or
from bird to person. 

Most people who contract the
virus will experience mild illness
including fever, headache, body
ache, nausea, vomiting and rash on
the chest, stomach or back. More
serious symptoms can include
muscle weakness, stiff neck, confu-
sion, tremors, numbness and sud-
den sensitivity to light. Symptoms
usually develop between two and
15 days after being bitten by an
infected mosquito.

Anyone who knows they have
been bitten by a mosquito and who
is experiencing any of the symp-
toms described should contact
their physician. 

For more information on WNV,
please call the Health
Department's Environmental Help
Line at 1-888-777-9613, ext.
2188. Information is also available
at www.durham.ca.
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our two cents

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

High performance
Reflecting on the media coverage of the Olympics over the first three-quarters of the competi-
tion, all we can say is we’re glad we’re in the newspaper business. If we make a mistake,
chances are a lot of our readers won’t even notice. Or maybe they’ll chalk it up to a typo. At
worst, we print a correction and move on.

But if you’re an Olympic athlete, there’s no such thing as “moving on”. It was heartbreaking
this past weekend to watch Paula Findlay, the Canadian triathlete, apologize to the entire nation
for finishing last in her event. In our view, there was no need for an apology. Another day, she
might have medalled. This day, she didn’t have what she needed, and she finished last. Who
knows why these things happen?

Simon Whitfield, our most successful Olympic triathlon performer, thought he knew why. He
publicly castigated Findlay’s coaches for badly preparing her. But then, a few days later, he went
out and did even worse. He crashed early in the bike phase, and couldn’t carry on. At least
Findlay finished.

In any other sporting endeavour - any other performance profession, for that matter, such as
acting or playing trumpet in the symphony - second chances abound. If you blow it tonight,
you’ll ace it tomorrow, and your audience only cares about your latest effort. Golfer Kyle
Stanley is a supreme example. Back in February, he was on the verge of winning his first pro-
fessional tournament when he totally collapsed over the last few holes and handed the victory
to someone else. But the very next week he was in the hunt again, and this time he won going
away. The media loved it. The Comeback Kid, they called him. The hero of the moment. He has-
n’t come close to winning since.
That’s the thing about sport at the highest level. There’s no such thing as consistency. Tiger will

shoot a 63 one day and a 75 the next, in essentially the same conditions on the same course.
Or he’ll miss the cut in a run-of-the-mill tournament, then place third against the best players
in the world at a “major” the very next week.  Why?

The same reason a baseball superstar will hit three homers on Thursday, then strike out five
times in a row on Friday. The same reason hitting for a .333 average (in other words, doing
your job well only a third of the time) will get you $10 million a year on any team anywhere.

Last week, Canadian had two trampolinists, one male, one female, both of whom were in the
upper echelons of their sport going into the Olympics. The male landed wrong at one point and
flew off the trampoline. His Games ended in disgrace. The woman performed spectacularly (but
well within our expectations) and won gold, our only medal of that colour up till press time. It’s
not that he suddenly ceased being a superb athlete; he just had a bad routine at a bad time.
Her luck was the opposite.

Some say the best athletes have the knack of turning in their best performances at the most
opportune times. Like at the Olympics. Maybe, but we suspect it has all to do with the competi-
tion. Everyone in the world, particularly in sports we don’t watch any other time, aims at the
Olympics as their time to shine. And at the Olympics, you rarely get a second chance (unless
you’re lucky enough to be in a sport with a repechage - just ask our Canadian rowers).

So once every four years, you have one chance, usually over the span of seconds or minutes
(Jessica Phoenix’ total Olympic performance time amounted to less than 20 minutes), to show
you’re among the world’s elite at what you do. And most of the time, it’s a total crapshoot
whether you come through or not.

Hardly the definition of high performance.

Am I Wrong?   column by Roger Varley 
The best and 
worst of man

I logged into the NASA website
Sunday for the landing of the
rover Curiosity on Mars. It was-
n't nearly as exciting as watch-
ing Neil Armstrong take that
first step onto the Moon's sur-
face so many years ago, but it
was thrilling, nevertheless.
The manner in which Curiosity

was delivered to the Martian
surface was mind-boggling.
After flying down to the plan-
et's surface, the delivery vehicle
- I don't know all the technical
terms for these things - actually
hovered above the ground while
it lowered Curiosity to the sur-
face on cables. The moment
Curiosity's wheels touched
down, the cables released and
the delivery vehicle shot off who
knows where leaving the rover
in place to begin its two-year
mission to search for signs of
life - past or present.

This $2.5 billion project is a
testament to man's ability to
dream and then make that
dream a reality. (As an aside, it
cost close to $1 billion just to
hold a weekend G8-G20 meet-
ing in Toronto two years ago.
One also has to wonder whether
NASA was working on a shoe-
string budget when one consid-
ers that Curiosity, a roving labo-
ratory the size of a compact car,
landed right on target after a
556-million-kilometre journey
while the proposed Northern
Gateway pipeline will cost $5.5
billion to travel a mere 1,177

kilometres.)
Some may wonder what tangi-

ble benefits mankind can expect
from this current Mars mission.
Maybe none, but something
tells me there will be, just as the
moon missions provided the
world with so many things
which we take for granted
today. It seems certain, at least,
that any number of scientific
disciplines will benefit and just
maybe this mission, like the
moon missions before, will spur
students to enter the world of
science and mathematics.

But just as the Mars mission
shows us the best in man, the
incredible things he is capable
of, other news shows us the
depths to which some are will-
ing to sink and the ineptitude
and lack of imagination in oth-
ers.
The killings at the Sikh temple

in Wisconsin follow too closely
on the heels of the mass killings
in Colorado. And they follow
too closely on the heels of
Norway's tragic mass killings
last year. In each case, even
some rudimentary planning had
to be carried out by the perpe-
trators before they acted. In the
cases of the Oslo and Colorado
killers, the planning appears to
have been extensive.
What could they have achieved

if they had turned their efforts
to more altruistic pursuits?
What is it that leads some men
to plan to bring dreams to the
world and others to bring night-
mares? Answer those questions
and you win the jackpot.

And then there are those who
display dismal ineptitude and
lack of imagination. A human
rights tribunal has just turned
down a disabled man's efforts to
have the Iroquois Falls council
clear the snow its snowplows
deposit across his driveway. He
has been paying a private con-
tractor $15 a shot to come and
clear the windrows from his
driveway and he wants the
township to either do the job or
pay the $15. The tribunal
agreed with the town's position
that it couldn't pay the $15
because it would then be liable
for any accidents or damages
caused by the contractor. For
the town to do the job would
cost $75 - so they say - because
two men would be required:
one to drive the plow, the other
to watch the roadway.

So the wheelchair-bound resi-
dent is out of luck and obvious-
ly the town council is out of
ideas. As another aside, appar-
ently it is okay for municipali-
ties to dump snow on private
driveways, but if a homeowner
deposits snow on the roadway
he is liable to a fine.

Despite the hundreds of peo-
ple - the dreamers and the doers
- involved in making the Mars
mission such a success, it seems
to me this world is lumbered
with far too many of the other
kind.

Tell me, am I wrong?



In the last Stew I asked who was paying Omar Kadr’s legal fees as it always irks me
that hard-working Canadians hardly ever get a free ride from the government but ter-
rorists, illegal aliens and criminals, frequently appear in court represented by a high-
powered legal team paid for by those same hard-working Canadians through their tax
dollars.

A friend at the Toronto Sun came up with the answer that I was looking for. The information received is that Kadr’s
Canadian lawyers have been working pro bono thus far. That means free of charge. I found it strange that a lawyer
would work for free – at least I have never found one – but I had it explained that lawyers will often take on high
profile cases at no charge because they are either sympathetic to the cause or the case is so high profile it is excellent
publicity for themselves or their law firm.
Sounds reasonable, but that doesn’t let us taxpayers off the hook. So far our federal government has spent $1.3 mil-

lion and counting in legal fees in the fight against Khadr. The U.S. Pentagon pays for his official lawyers -- the ones
who actually interact with the Military Commission. Who knows the total cost but it's the U.S. taxpayers who are foot-
ing that legal bill. Different country, but same waste of tax dollars which could be used for more worthy causes.

And have you noticed that through all this you hardly ever hear about the Speers family – a wife and daughters –
who lost a loving and important husband and father 10 years ago when Kadr, who was fighting with an al-Quaeda ter-
rorist group, threw a grenade that killed U.S. Sgt. Christopher Speers. A news report indicated that since the incident
the name of Kadr has appeared in the news over 2000 times. The name Speers only 89 times. If the wife and children
– now 10 years older – don’t get a sick feeling every time his name appears I would be shocked.

But that seems to be a fact of life these days. Take a look at any of the high-profile criminal cases and you will too
often see the criminal is treated much better than the victims. However, that’s another subject. For now I’m sure I am
not alone among Canadians when I say Kadr should stay in a U.S. prison where he belongs. We don’t need his type in
Canada.
--------------------------
Living in southern Ontario, it never crossed my mind that living on the border with Quebec would be a big
advantage.However, spending a fair amount of time in Ottawa it didn’t take me long to discover there is at least one
desirable advantage. As my gambling buddies would say, it is having Casino Lac Leamy a couple of miles from our
home. I have never been one to do a lot of gambling so you can cross that one off. However, I do enjoy my cold ones
and that is where having the Quebec border a stone’s throw away is a tremendous advantage. Due to the Quebec tax
structure, unlike Ontario, they don’t penalize those who enjoy the odd drink – be it beer or wine. And you can buy at
the corner store so they compete pricewise. Thus I find it enjoyable when, on times like the other day, I drove a cou-
ple of miles into Aylmer, Quebec and walked out with a 30-can case of Coors Light. My cost was $29, about $7 shy of
what I would have paid for a case of 24 at the LCBO. It might be worth the drive to Acton, to buy leather but to me
it’s worth the drive to Hull to buy my cold ones when you can save that kind of money.
By the way, I’m not sure but it may be illegal to bring booze across the border into Ontario so please just rejoice with

me in celebrating my good fortune and don’t tell anyone.
---------------------------

Was interested to read the article “A Grate Idea...” in the last issue of the Cosmos. Attending functions in the Music
Hall, I was intrigued by the beautiful theme grates high on the wall on each side of the stage. Not remembering that
there were two iron air return grates in that space, several of us discussed the beautiful ‘posters’ and wondered if they
would be changed on a regular basis.

Thus it was informative to learn that these permanent iron grates are the gift of Tom Loach and Lynn Bishop who
enjoy the activities in the Music Hall and decided to give a beautiful gift that would emphasize the talented and dedi-
cated arts and theatre community we enjoy in Uxbridge. And kudos to the Hall Board members who instantly came on
side when presented with the idea and gave the green light for this installation. This doesn’t always happen with pub-
lic boards, whose members often worry about negative public opinion and, rather than give a thumbs up, have been
known to stall worthy ideas like this for months.

The grates are well designed and follow the design of the attractive iron grill in the railing that surrounds the bal-
cony. This grill was installed by a talented iron man who visited our community many years ago and I believe you will
find his same design in the balcony railing at Trinity United Church. Uxbridge is blessed with hundreds of dedicated
volunteers who are instrumental in making Uxbridge a great place to call home. Every one of these residents do what
they can to help various worthy causes and Tom and Lynn, who are not blessed with a lot of free time to be volunteers,
found a way to donate their talents and add to the beauty of the historic Music Hall. Next time you are in the Music
Hall look up and admire their attractive and welcome donation.
---------------------------

Always like to hear nice things about Uxbridge. The other night I attended a wonderful performance by Gordon Pinsent
at Chamberfest Ottawa 2012. Was invited to a reception following and had a chance to chat with Gordon. Mentioned
Uxbridge and he said, “Uxbridge? Have visited there many times. What a wonderful community. I love it``.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Fewer epics, please
The Olympics have dominated much of our attention the past week. And as I

suggested in my column last week, nobody deserves the attention or the applause more than these dedicated
young athletes. However, there is one side effect to watching, listening to and reading about the Games I find
bothersome. And it came up the other night just before the women's soccer semi-final match between Team
Canada and Team U.S.A. Somebody asked an analyst how important the game was for the Canadian women.

“Hugely,” she said. “It's the most important game ever.”
Well, OK. I grant you the game had a lot of significance. Someone pointed out that the Canadian women

were looking for their first win against the American women in 27 soccer games. Somebody else said if the
Canadians won the game and went on to defeat Japan, it would be the first time that a Canadian team had
won a summer team sport gold since 1936. Yes. Yes. Yes. I get it. It was “hugely” important. But why do things
always have to be such high stakes endeavours? Why is it always do or die? Why isn't it just an important
game, but a “hugely important” game? I've had enough gratuitous superlatives!

We in the media are often to blame. Just look at some of the comments, assessments and headlines of the
past week - particularly around the Olympics coverage. On Sunday, for example, the Toronto Star called the
athletes' performance the day before, an “Epic day for Canada.” Yes, Rosie MacLennon won a gold in women's
trampoline, swimmer Ryan Cochrane finished with the silver in the men's 1,500-metre freestyle, and cyclists
Tara Whitten, Gillian Carleton and Jasmin Glaesser took bronze in the women's team pursuit. Wonderful!
Deserved for the athletes! But, epic? No.

The Globe and Mail called Usain Bolt's 100-metre dash “historic.”  The London Times used the same word
for its tally of medals, equalling the number the British team won at Beijing. Several of the electronic media
in the GTA referred to Simon Whitfield's crash in the men's triathlon “tragic.” I guess because Pierre, Baron
de Coubertain, encouraged the world's amateurs to be “swifter, higher, stronger,” reporters and journalists
have to cover these events with those superlatives in mind. Anything less just isn't worth saying or writing.

Of course, the media's choice of superlatives isn't restricted to sport. The other night, the newspapers and
electronic media referred to NASA's landing of that Mars rover as “miraculous.” My guess is that the scientists
- some of them Canadian - who laboured for years to invent the technology, consider all possible logistical
problems and campaign for the funding might be offended. I think they would emphasize that landing this
probing vehicle on a frozen planetary surface, 566 million kilometres away, had nothing to do with miracles
and more to do with skill and forethought. But again, media writers have to come up with new ways to
describe these things. 

Meanwhile, the media in the GTA still refer to that shooting in the Danzig Street area a couple of weeks ago
as “a mass shooting.” Please don't misunderstand. The gunplay was awful and the loss of two lives worse, but
I don't understand why we have to attach such dire descriptions to these things. This is simply a plea for cool-
er heads as we attempt to describe and cope with these things. I think another reason for this kind of lan-
guage is society's recent fascination for social media. Because this form of communication is so subjective, so
unedited and unbalanced, so dependent on a 140-character lexicon, it makes its prime users think only in
terms of superlatives. If it's happening in front of me, the Twitter-user figures, it must be so totally, singular-
ly, universally, incredibly, stunningly unique that it could never have happened anywhere, at anytime to any-
body but me.

How do I break it to the Twitter-verse, that there's nothing new under the sun? And equally important, how
do I impress upon those who wield such incredible power in the world, not to consider a flurry of chatter on
social media channels as an indication of majority thinking? Not so long ago, a respected colleague on a live
radio program asked for Tweets to a point made on the air. Within a few hours the broadcaster's Twitter in-
box had flooded with response. He began quoting some of the Tweets as an indication of strong feelings in his
audience. But by the end of his program, he was suggesting that “most people think…” based entirely on
the subjective views of those who'd texted him on Twitter.

I believe superlatives are important, but maybe a soccer game can be something less than “hugely impor-
tant,” stupidity with a gun something other than a “mass shooting” and social media opinion not always
“majority” thinking. I strongly - OK sort of strongly - suggest moderation.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

stemp’s stew
column by Harry Stemp

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

BE PROUD OFBE PROUD OF
YOUR SMILE!YOUR SMILE!

“Your Confi dent Smile Is Our Goal”

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.
Port Perry

905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161



Quilts and Gardens

It's fitting that our September
Quilt Show is titled “Maud's
Garden of Quilts”, because at
the moment gardens, as well as
quilts, are very much on our
mind.

We have just commissioned a

gorgeous design for a public gar-
den, to be created on the south
lawn of the Historic Leaskdale
Church. The garden will feature
native shrubs and trees, a large
variety of colorful perennials,
benches and arbors and a pergo-
la, garden paths, and eventually,
we hope, a centre statue com-
memorating Lucy Maud

Montgomery. The
garden site is very
promising, bordered
on the south side by a
lovely little brook and
shady cedars, and on
the north by the
imposing wall of the
church. Maud would
definitely approve.
Work on the garden
will begin in the next
week or two, with all
hands on deck, and
more hands wel-
comed.

The other garden,
“Maud's Garden of
Quilts” will open at
the Historic Leaskdale
Church September 1

and 2 from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Admission is $5.00.
Men are free. (And to
answer the inevitable
quip, no, we are not giv-
ing away men!)

Lunch will be available
at the tea room both days.

Some of Uxbridge's finest quil-
ters are already taking part in
this biannual event, but there is
still lots of room for more quilts.
If you have a quilted bedspread
or other item that you would
like to put on display, or if you
have an antique quilt
that would be of inter-
est, please let us know.
Just contact Kathy
Wasylenky at 905-852-
5284 or Mary
McLaren at 905-852-
5349, and they will
make the arrange-
ments.

There is still time to
buy a raffle ticket to
win the beautiful gar-
den-fresh-looking pale
green quilt made by
Mary McLaren. Watch
for the quilt on display,
and for us selling tick-
ets, in Zehrs.

We must thank the
Uxbridge Tourist
Advisory Board (TAB)

for the generous funding assis-
tance for Maud of Leaskdale.
This first season of professional
theatre in our community was a
somewhat risky venture, and one
that we needed help with. The
success of the play, thanks to the
brilliant scripting by Conrad
Boyce and the bravura perform-
ance in the title role by Jennifer
Carroll, has been very gratifying.

Maud of  Leaskdale continues,
on Thursday and Saturday
evenings and Sunday afternoons,
to ever-increasing, appreciative

audiences. Our luncheon play
combinations have sold out, so
we are doing another on August
22. For reservations for that day,
or for any of the full play per-
formances, call the Historic
Leaskdale Church, 905-904-
0977.

Please note that on its final
weekend, because of the quilt
show, Maud will play only on
Thursday night, Aug. 30, and its
closing performance will be
Monday afternoon, Sept. 3,
Labour Day.
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Meanwhile, Back 
at the Manse by Barb Pratt  



The 'dog days' of summer contin-
ue with higher than normal tem-
peratures most days. Thankfully
they are tempered with rain

showers from time to time...
Our sympathy is extended to the

family and friends of the late
John Bierema, who passed away
at the end of July. A celebration
of his life took place at Low and
Low Funeral Home last Friday

with relatives from several loca-
tions in the U. S. A., and The
Netherlands, and many local peo-
ple...

You are reminded of the bridal
shower in honour of Kandice
Blackburn at the home of Elaine
Brandon, 604 Weirs Rd. on Sat.
Aug. 18 @ 2:00 p.m...

Visiting with Helen Herrema
and June Peck, from Cornwall,
England, recently were Joyce
Trudgian and her granddaughter,
Amy. The ladies enjoyed several
side trips to tourist areas including
Niagara Falls, and the Fenelon
Falls district...

Several congregational members
of St. Paul's Leaskdale Church
leave next week for Lavoute,
Haiti, where they plan to help
mark the 100th anniveresary cele-
brations of the church there. A
new elementary school which has
been rebuilt since the earthquake
is being inaugurated at that time...

George and Helen Harrison vis-
ited with Don and Joyce Acton in
Campbellford last Wednesday.
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Local Performer and Stouffville’s Whistle
Radio personality Mike Burns will be perform-

ing classic ballads and love songs from the 70’s to present.
Mike will be backed up by  Bruce MacNeil (Guitar and Vocals),
Sam Chefero (Vocals), Jonathan Isen (Percussion and Vocals)
and Andrew Heathcote (Stand-up Bass and Vocals).

This
Friday
at the
Foster

7:30 p.m.  9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

AUGUST 10 - MIKE BURNS

ST. PATRICK'S DAY COUPLES NIGHT

FRIDAY AUGUST 17TH $85 PER COUPLE

GOLF, CART, DINNER AND PRIZES

FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE 905-852-7962
SCRAMBLES 905-852-7323 

Starring Uxbridge Actress

The story of Lucy Maud Montgomery during
her first 15 years in Ontario (1911-26), a time
of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy,
brought to life through Montgomery's own
powerful words.

Conceived and directed by Conrad Boyce

Playing June 28 - September 3Playing June 28 - September 3

Jennifer Carroll as MaudJennifer Carroll as Maud

Thursday and Saturday evenings at 7:30 pm
Sunday afternoons at 3:00 pm

Tickets $20 at 
Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge, 
at the Leaskdale Country Store 
or by calling 905-904-0977 
for reservations.

Only Four More Weeks! Don’t Miss It!

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison

At the recent unveiling of the new Great War era mural on the wall of Sears across from the
cenotaph, representatives of many of the project’s donors were there for the occasion. From
left are Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor, Councillor Pat Mikuse, Joe Curtis of Baldwin Sales, Fred
Bendell and Dorothy Partridge of the Optimist Club, Tony Peck of Peck Shell, Bob Harrison
and Michael Smith of the Royal Canadian Legion, Dave Tomkinson of the Udora/Leaskdale
Lions, painter James Gain, Jeanette Takatsch of Castool, Jim Campbell of the Kinsmen, Dave
Wasylenky of the Tin Mill, Shirley Vance of the IODE, Gail Blackburn of Evans Financial and
Laurie McCulloch of mcCulloch Movers.  Photo by Conrad Boyce.



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Look back to your youth at USS. To
quote Harold Hill from The Music
Man, do you remember the “days with
the clarinet in your hand as golden”?

If so, then be sure to keep Saturday,
October 20, 2012, free on your calen-
dar, as Uxbridge Secondary School will
play host to an unprecedented reunion
– a reunion for all those who partici-
pated in the Uxbridge Secondary
School Concert Band from 1975-
1990.

These particular dates have been
chosen because they are the years of
the tenure of music teacher Ants Sulev,
and it is under his expert direction that
the concert band from U.S.S. won

numerous awards and province-wide
recognition for its high-quality music.

“I still relish and remember the
years we spent together as a team
accomplishing beautiful music so well,
and I want this band reunion to prove
to be joyous and very special to every-
one,” says Mr. Sulev.

All band members from these years
are being asked to take out their instru-
ments from under their beds, dust
them off, and, starting with long notes
in the bathroom, or wherever you do
your practicing, try to recollect what
those funny black dots on the music
sheet actually mean!

A steering committee of former band
members is coordinating this huge
event, and has been working on com-
piling a list of all those who were part

of the U.S.S. concert band from ’75 –
’90. A Facebook page has also been
created, and several people are starting
to join. Word has to spread further
faster, though, and everyone reading
this who may know someone who was
in the band during this time is encour-
aged to contact them and let them
know that this one-of-a-kind event will
be occurring in the fall.

Mr. Sulev hopes to have access to not
only the school itself, but the music
room and its instruments as well, so
that those without the means to bring
along their sousaphone can still join
the impromptu jam sessions that may
well occur that afternoon. Former
band members will have the opportu-
nity to peruse the room itself, surely
inspiring many memories (both good

and bad! – this writer was herself a
band member and remembers many,
many moments!), as well as look at
band photographs, photos from vari-
ous band trips, and even a collection of
band apparel through the years. The
highlight of the afternoon will be get-
ting everyone who can hold an instru-
ment together to muddle through a
song or two of Mr. Sulev’s choice. He
knows he wants to do the school song,
but the others remain a surprise.

“I want everyone to still remember
‘all ears, all eyes,’ and pay attention to
their conductor!” laughs Mr. Sulev.
The conductor, of course, will be none
other than the maestro himself.

If enough interest in the reunion
becomes apparent, then arrangements
will be made for a dinner/dance to
occur a bit later in the evening, offer-
ing further opportunity for band

members to relive their glory days in
the gold and black!

This special reunion is also a bit of a
pre-show for the 90th reunion for the
whole school, which is to occur June,
2013. Whoever may still be around to
participate in a special “band stand” at
this reunion will have an excellent
opportunity to practice in October.

So, if you or anyone you may associ-
ate with was in the Uxbridge
Secondary School Concert band from
1975 to 1990, be sure to plan to attend
this unique occasion. Who knows, you
may rediscover a hidden talent and
embark on a whole new career!

For more information on the U.S.S.
Concert Band reunion, visit the
Facebook page, or contact Lisha Van
Nieuwenhove (former 1st Clarinet,
’84-’86) at cassibo@yahoo.com

CALLING ALL USS
TIGERS WITH AN

INTEREST IN JOURNALISM

OR WRITING !!

Have you dreamed of seeing your
name on a byline? Do you have an
interest in writing? Do you want to

learn more about being a reporter?
Do you have curiosity about

what's going on in your school and
how to get that information out to
others?

Do you enjoy creative writing and
expressing your views and feelings? 

Well, do we have an offer for you!
Tiger Talk, the weekly Cosmos col-

umn on Uxbridge Secondary

School written by students, is look-
ing for individuals who are interest-
ed in becoming regular contribut-
ing members to our writing team.
We are looking for a senior (in
grade 10-12 this fall) as well as a
student entering grade nine to join
our already existing writers so we
have representation from all levels
at our school. 

This would be a steady role
throughout the school year, where
you would be working with other
team members to make Tiger Talk a
valuable forum for USS students
and the community to stay in
touch.
If you are interested, we invite you

to submit your name and contact
information, as well as a brief
description of why you are interest-
ed in this role and what experience
or skills you have to offer, by e-mail
to cosmosboyce@powergate.ca  The
deadline is Mon., Aug. 20.

Until Sept. 3  Maud of Leaskdale  One-
woman show about the amazing life of Lucy
Maud Montgomery. Three times per week at the
Historic Leaskdale Church. See page 7 for
more.

Thurs., Aug. 9  Cruise In  Weekly classic
car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge Arena.
6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the Cyril Way
Band.

Thurs., Aug. 9 , at 7:30 pm, Don Ross at
the Uxbridge Music Hall, along with guitarists
Owen Van Larkins, Trevor Gordon Hall and
Maneli Jamal. The Optimist Club of Uxbridge is
producing the show to raise funds for the
Uxbridge Rotary Skate Park.Tickets are avail-
able
at Blue Heron Books (Brock St., Uxbridge) or
online at www.uxbridgeoptmist.com. For more,
see pages 7 and 9.

Fri., Aug. 10  Fridays at the Foster
Mike Burns, Guitar.  Foster Memorial, 9449
Concession 7.  7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission by
donation.

Fri., Aug. 10, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr., 10+ km
fast pace loop hike on Brock Tract.  There are

some hills.  Meet at the parking area on the east
side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Russ Burton 905-830-2862.  

Sat., Aug. 11, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
No dogs please.  Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Sat., Aug. 12 An invitation to those who love
gardens! A Service on the Spirituality of
Gardening will be held at Utica United at
9:30 am. All gardeners and flower lovers are
invited.

Sun. Aug 12 DreamFeather Beach
Volleyball Tournament #2 Competitive Co-
Ed 2's …contact Larry Griffiths 905.649.6309
or dream.feather@hotmail.com for registration
and details...  www.dream-feather.com

Sun., Aug. 12  Rotary Summer Concerts
Soulise 7-8 p.m. Rotary Bandshell, Elgin Park

Mon., Aug. 13, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2.5 hr. slow to
moderate pace hike in Walker Woods.  Well-
mannered dogs welcome. Meet at parking lot
on Conc. 7, 2 km south of Goodwood Rd.
Brian or Wilma Millage 905-853-2407.

Thurs., Aug. 16  Cruise In  Weekly classic
car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge Arena.
6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by Afterglow, face
painting by Sonshine the Clown.

Fri., Aug. 17  Fridays at the Foster  Chris
Saunders, Guitar.  Foster Memorial, 9449
Concession 7.  7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission by
donation.

Fri., Aug. 17  Blood Donor Clinic  1-8 p.m.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 75 Marietta Street.

Fri., Aug. 17 ZEPHYR FARMERS MARKET
& GARAGE SALE. 3:00 to 8:00 pm. Fresh
produce, unique treasures. Zephyr Community
Centre. 

Aug. 18-19 Uxbridge Lions are running their
18th annual Art in the Park from 10AM to
5PM in Elgin Park Uxbridge. Admission and
parking is free. 90 to100 artists will show their
works. Art/play area for kids, food vendors,
entertainment, silent auction and much more.
Proceeds going to Lion's Dog Guides and other
community projects.

Wed., Aug. 22, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+hr., 11+ km
fast pace hike in Durham Forest.  No dogs
please. We will hike for 2+ hrs. Meet at Durham
Forest parking area on the east side of Conc. 7,
1 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-

477-2161.

Thurs., Aug. 23  Cruise In  Weekly classic
car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge Arena.
6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the Dance Time
Roadshow.

Fri., Aug. 24, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+hr., 11+ km
fast pace hike in Durham Forest.  No dogs
please.  Meet at Durham Forest parking area on
the east side of Conc. 7, 1 km south of Durham
Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Fri., Aug. 24  Fridays at the Foster  Jane
Loewen Foster Memorial, 9449 Concession 7.
7:30-8:30 p.m. Admission by donation.

Sat., Aug. 25, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
No dogs please.  Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., Aug. 25 Uxbridge Horticultral
Society Annual Show, Tea and Plant
Sale. 2.00pm. Seniors Centre, 75 Marietta St,
Uxbridge. Come out and see some of the amaz-
ing flowers and produce on show from the beau-
tiful gardens in and around Uxbridge. Enjoy tea,
pick up some plants for your garden, and meet
with other garden enthusiasts.

Sun., Aug. 26  Rotary Summer Concerts
Julien Kelland 7-8 p.m. Rotary Bandshell,

Elgin Park.

Uxbridge Parkinson’s Support Group
meets the first Thursday of each month from 1-3
p.m. at the Bridgwater Condo building, 22
James Hill Court off Campbell Drive. All wel-
come.

The ‘Gifts of the North’ sculpture display
continues at the Uxbridge Historical Centre until
October 6. A unique exhibit of 18 whimsical
sculptures by artist Janet Hannam that illustrate
different aspects of life and culture in northwest-
ern Ontario. Open Wednesday to Sunday and
holidays, regular admission fees apply: Adults
$5, Seniors and Students $4, Children $3,
Family $14. www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com.
905-852-5854.

Glen Major Church summer services through
August, 7 p.m. Special speakers and music. On
Concession 7 south of Chalk Lake Road.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good summer and
fall clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.
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ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING
NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

Tiger Talk

The Thursday evening "Uxbridge Cruise In" at the Uxbridge Arena featured this 1970 Plymouth Super
Bird owned by Kelly O`Connor of Goodwood.        Photo by Rob Holtby.

USS bands hold reunion this fall



Remembering 50 years

Fifty years ago a young couple,
from the big city of Toronto,
were looking for a small town to
settle in, open a chiropractic
office and raise a family. My wife
Augusta and I were expecting
our first child and we had made
a decision that we would rather
live in a small town in which to
work and raise our family.

We had been looking around
for some time at different possi-
ble locales and remember driv-
ing north on Highway 12 and
coming to the sign that pointed
to Uxbridge. Neither of us had
ever been here, so we made a left
turn on to Highway 47 and
headed toward the “unknown”
town of Uxbridge.
It was in the fall of the year, and

those who remember Uxbridge
50 years ago will recall that as
you entered town from the east,
Brock Street was lined with huge
maple trees that arched across
the road like an arbor. As we
entered the town those trees in

their regal fall colors were a mag-
nificent sight to behold. What a
glorious entrance into a town.
Then as we looked around, we
found a beautiful pond in the
center of town.

Shortly after finding Uxbridge
we came back and visited the
Baptist Church one Sunday.
Fred and Helen Wilson and their
three young children, sitting in
front of us, along with many
others, gave us a warm welcome.
Jim and Dorothy Wilson invited
us to their home for lunch.

We fell in love with Uxbridge
and after much prayer, seeking
guidance from the Lord, we
decided to make Uxbridge our
home. We're glad we did.

Jim Wagg's father, Laurie,
helped us find a piece of proper-
ty upon which to build our first
home. We moved into it in
August 1962, with our new-
born daughter Rhonda.
Laurie Wagg was also our insur-

ance agent and refused to sell us
theft insurance because he said,
“You don't need it. Nobody has
their home broken into in

Uxbridge. You can even leave
your doors open.”

As we look back over 50 years
in Uxbridge, we recall many
good times and laughs as well as
hard times, heartbreak and sor-
row. Our four children attended
the Public School and High
School, were involved in sports,
school and community activi-
ties, that played a big role in
their lives. They have all grown
up and are married now. We
have 16 grandchildren, the old-
est two married with one great-
grandchild. So our family has
grown from 2 to 29 in 50 years.
The Lord has been good to us.
Things have changed. The arch

of maples over Brock St. is gone,
the pond is polluted, we have to
buy theft insurance now. We
now have Zehrs, Walmart, Swiss
Chalet, Tim Hortons and
McDonalds. A generation has
grown up and we have many
wonderful memories of impor-
tant milestones and people who
have touched our lives as we
have touched theirs over the
years. We are blessed by new
friends who continue to come
into our lives. We appreciate
meeting kids we got to know
through our children, who still
recognize us and say hello.
In Uxbridge we have the best of

both worlds: close enough to
Toronto to experience what the
big city has to offer, yet able to
still enjoy the small town atmos-
phere where people know and
care for one another.

We are thankful for the 50
good years that we have shared
with all you wonderful people of
Uxbridge and we look forward,
Lord willing, to many more
exciting years of sharing the joys
and laughs, hurts and sorrows
with all of you who have made
Uxbridge a great place to call
home.
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

HILL TOP YOGA
Reach St, Uxbridge

Private Classes
(up to 6 persons)

1:15 mins
$50

Call Annie to Reserve
416-721-0771

The Troop 
by Mark Humphrey

This Way   by Vince Winder

While most of our sections are on
vacation through the summer
months, the end of July marks a
special week-long camp for the
Scouts in the beautiful Haliburton
Scout Reserve. Arriving on
Saturday the 21st, they boarded a
barge that took them and their
equipment to their campsite at
Pirate’s Cove on the lake. There is
a pirate theme running through
the week, and they each get a
Pirate’s Cove cap to wear.

On Sunday the barge picked
them up and took them to The
Hub, a kind of central location on
the lake where there’s a common
swimming area, a trading post and
a program center. They participat-
ed in canoe training and were
issued paddles and canoes—their
only transportation to all the
events scheduled through the
week.

Sharing the lake with them were
four troops from the U.S. - Ohio,
New York and two from
Pennsylvania. Also there was a
troop from Dublin, Ireland. A lot
of events were shared allowing all
the troops to learn a bit about each
other’s troops and homes.

There were a few downsides to
the week. Mosquitoes had the kids
turning in at 10 p.m. instead of 11
or 12 as they would other years.
There was a fire ban the entire
week, even with a bit of rain
Wednesday and Thursday, so
campfire was an electric log fire.
Still, campfire was 400 strong with
all the troops involved.

Here’s what some of the kids had
to say:

This was my first trip to
Haliburton Scout Reserve. We did
archery, canoeing, rappelling, rock
climbing, mountain biking, swim-
ming, low ropes, fishing,
snorkelling and mosquito-killing.
Seriously, if you come to
Haliburton bring a bug zapper and
mosquito coils. There’s a pile of
dead mosquitoes in front of me

right now… over 60 of them. We
saw many different species of
wildlife, from loons to baby mice.
We ate lots of delicious food from
steak to grilled cheese. Alex W.

I learned how to kayak and do
sailing. I also got to swim a whole
lot and got really good at it. We
had to do a lot of canoeing and it
was hard but I got used to it. I am
really looking forward to coming
back next year. Gavin R.
Haliburton Scout Reserve, one of

the best places to be. The scenery
was amazing on the lake. There
were so many activities to
do…There was even a regatta on
Thursday afternoon. There was
singing and sometimes dancing. At
the regatta we met Scouts from
America, Australia, and
Ireland. Even at four countries, we
banded as one big family. There
were even some laughs… like
when our Scouter had fallen out of
his canoe. I had so much fun…
that I can’t wait to come back next
year. Alex U.

…HRS is one of my favourite
camps. There are many activities…
such as sailing, canoeing and
kayaking… Campsites have cool
names like Pitten Point, Pirates
Cove and Bedford Park. These
sites are amazing and full of
wildlife and friendly people. The
swimming areas are great. I think
this place is great for making new
friends, so I hope to see you there.
Alysa L.

Hey, I’m Nique and this was my
third time at HSR and each year is
amazing… It’s a great way for chil-
dren to be outdoors and learn
about nature. The people, both
staff and other Troops, are really
kind and helpful. Every time I
come it feels like I never left this
amazing
place. I hope that other people will
be able to enjoy this exciting and
knowledgeable experience. Nique
T.

Quilt raffled for new shelter
The New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog has
launched its latest fundraiser – a raffle of a hand-made
quilt. Crafted by members of the Port Perry Patchers, it
will be on display at every event the New Animal
Shelter fundraising team visits until November 5, 2012,
when the draw takes place.

Tickets for a chance to win the quilt are just $5 each
or five for $20. They can be purchased at the New
Animal Shelter booth at the 41st Annual Heritage Days
(August 25–26 at the Uxbridge Historical Centre) and
from volunteers at various locations around Port Perry
and Uxbridge. Visit the site (www.animal-shelter.ca)
and click on EVENTS to check out the latest updates.

Proceeds from the raffle will support building a new
animal shelter at 5500 Lakeridge Road to replace the
existing facility on Reach Street just east of Highway 12.
“The existing shelter is more than 20 years old and has

served both communities very well. Unfortunately, the
building is deteriorating and the number of dogs and
cats is growing, so we need to build a shelter that can
keep pace with current and future demand,” explains
Art Mathews, President of the Board of Directors.
For further information please contact Alyssa Roane at

media@animal-shelter.ca or 416-840-4470 or visit the
website: www.animal-shelter.ca. 
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

“Be thankful and praise
the Lord as you enter his
temple.”   

- Psalms 100:4

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

www.biblesociety.ca

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

Licenced 
Electrical Contractor

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Uxbridge 416-346-8501
ESA #7007371 mnleber@aol.com

ALEC
LEASK

Earthmoving & Haulage
Excavating • Grading

Sand • Gravel • Limestone
Site Preparation • Trenching

Basements • Driveways
Septic Systems

905-852-7395

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$20/week

Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,
microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos,
cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos,
lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG
OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out sheds,
barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or
905-473-1907.  8/30

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting (Int.-Ext.), tiling,
drywall, carpentry, trim, plumbing, odd jobs, installa-
tion & repair.  905-852-1424.  8/23
D.J. PAVING:  Driveway preparation and paving,
repairs, parking lots, hot crack sealing, skidster work.
No job too small. Free estimates. 905-904-3769.
8/30
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and
overnight care, your house or ours, no crates or ken-
nels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only.  905-852-
4454.  8/30
ADULT LEARNERS: I work with adults to improve
basic English reading, writing and math skills. Fraser
Education. 905-852-1145.  12/20
CARPENTRY AND HANDYMAN SERVICES:
Quality Decks, Pergolas, Sheds and Fences. Home
Repairs and Renovations. Property Management. Call
Steve at Northwood Home Services for a free esti-
mate. 905-852-1750. 8/30
K9’S in KAHOOTS - Agility for Fun!, Puppy
Classes and Beginner Obedience starting 2nd week of
August. Call or email now to reserve a spot or for
more information! 6389 Main Street, Stouffville,
(905) 642-8289, www.k9sinkahoots.com  8/9
CALL JON MILLS @ 647 239 6011 for any small
excavations, stump/tree removal and fences & deck-
ing. Nights and Weekends. Free Estimates. 8/16
FLUTE LESSONS for beginner to intermediate lev-
els. Local. Studied under Lesley Joosten and current-
ly under the instruction of Peg Albrecht, U of T. Also
offering piano lessons for beginners. References
available. Sarah Pollard 852-0056. 8/30
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL CLEANING Free
estimates, Weekly/Biweekly, Bonded, References. A
clean environment says it all! (905) 473-
1907/(905)960-0523. tw-
cleansweep@hotmail.com  8/16

I CLEAN APARTMENTS, OFFICES, HOUSES.
References available. Call Marianna 705-357-2482.
8/16

Wanted

HIRING: Local custom construction company look-
ing for help, experience a definite asset as well as
being physically fit. Favourable consideration will
be given to any construction courses in good standing.
Totally professional and disciplined crew. Please
reply (with resume) by email to: 4working-
man4@gmail.com  8/16
ISLAND TAXI IS LOOKING FOR DRIVERS  in
Uxbridge, two shifts available, please call for info
905-852-4445.  8/30
YOUR EXPERIENCE PLEASE: There have been
recent reports that patients taking the anti-
Parkinson’s medication Miranex have encountered
problems with impulse control, as I have. Please call
Ivan Simmonds at 905-952-2302 to discuss. Thank
you. 8/9

For Sale

ONE YEAR OLD (LIKE NEW) KENMORE
FRIDGE: 18.5 cubic / white /top mount freezer /
with ice maker. Makes a great new fridge or second
fridge! $300.00 Call 905-862-0941 for details
(must pick up). 8/9
UXBRIDGE BUILDING LOT 126x60, fully serv-
iced, north on Centre Road. 905-852-3694.  8/30
BEAUTIFUL GOLF CART with canopy, great for big
property, $1200. Working pin ball machine, great
shape, $400. 416-705-9993. 8/9
2002 CHEVY BLAZER, certified, e-tested, no rust.
$2700. 416-705-9993.  8/9
BED CHESTERFIELD: Good condition, great for stu-
dent or cottage. $20.00. 905-852-7622.  8/9
TEN-FOOT HOME-BUILT TOWBOAT ON
TRAILER: $1000 or best offer. Yamaha 4 outboard,
$600 or best offer. 905-852-5548.  8/16
TRAMPOLINE: 8-ft. diameter, base already built,
fully netted and padded, 4 yrs. old, all other parts
ready to assemble, will deliver in Uxbridge area. $50
firm price. Call 905-852-6547 to inspect. 8/9

For Rent

TWO-BEDROOM HOUSE, Pefferlaw. 416-451-
9320.  8/16

ROOM FOR RENT: Downtown Uxbridge, Large,
Clean, Main Level, Parking, Appliances, Equipped
Kitchen. Shared Living Space. Separate entrance,
Available Immediately. $125/week or 500/mo in
advance - Inclusive. Call/text 647-220-6093. 8/9
DOWNTOWN UXBRIDGE: Large, Clean 2 bed-
room Apt, Main Level, Parking, Appliances, Separate
entrance, Available on or before September 1st.
$1150/mo. Inclusive. Call/text 647-220-6093. 8/9

Events

RYLEEPUSS PRODUCTIONS
AUDITION NOTICE "Oliver" looking
for people of all ages call Mike for a
booking time at 905 852 1836. 8/9
Tickets now available for ELVIS
CHRISTMAS SHOW staring Jay Zanier
call today to book your tickets at 905
852 1836.  8/9
RYLEEPUSS PRODUCTIONS PRES-
ENTS DISCOVERING ELVIS (the play)
tickets now available call Mike at 905
852 1836 first show only all tickets
$10.00, book early to get a good seat.
8/9
NEIGHBOURHOOD YARD SALE! Saturday,
August 11th, 8am - 1pm.  Streets participating are:
Oakside Dr., Apple Tree Cr., Ash Green Lane., and
Cyril Richardson Ct.  More than 7 houses participating
- Additional houses are joining each day.  Come and
check it out! 8/9
MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE at one location.
Saturday, August 18th. 423 Hwy 47 E. between
Lakeridge Rd and Hwy 12. Large variety of items
from camping, furniture, housewares, clothes, kids
stuff, cedar rails, x-country skis, etc. 8-12 noon.
8/16
HUGE ESTATE SALE…EVERYTHING MUST
GO!!! ONE DAY ONLY. Sat., Aug. 11, 9119
Concession 4 Rd. Sandford ON L0C 1E0
Furniture, tools, BBQ and much more. 8:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m.
MOVING SALE: Everything must go! 23
Brownscombe Cresc. (Coral Creek). Sat., Aug. 11, 9-
1.  8/9



by Conrad Boyce

Only two hours after completing
her last jump in the Olympic show
ring at Greenwich Park in London,
Jessica Phoenix and her thorough-
bred Exponential were already on
their way home.

As we reported last week, the pair
had a very successful eventing com-
petition, placing 22nd out of 74
pairs.

“It was a good thing we arrived in
England a few weeks before the
Games,” the 28-year-old Uxbridge
native said from her farm near
Pefferlaw, “because we were so busy
we didn’t really see much during the
Games themselves. And right after
we had to leave to make way for the
other equestrians.”
The horses stayed in stables right in

the park, while the riders lived in a
London hotel only a 15-minute
walk away. 

“We had a couple of visits to the
main athlete’s village, which was
amazing, but mostly we stayed right
at our venue,” Jessica said.

For the Olympics, Jessica said she
had two goals: to stand on the podi-
um with her team, and individually,
to complete the competition “on
her dressage score” (as the eventual
gold medalist did). The dressage
phase of the “equestrian triathlon”
comes first, and inevitably results in
the highest marks. If a rider can
then complete the cross-country
and show jumping phases on time
and trouble-free, no further penalty
points will accrue, and she will fin-

ish “on her dressage score”.
Jessica accrued 54.8 faults in dres-

sage, which she was very happy
with. It was a career best for
Exponential (dressage is not his
strong suit - he’s a jumper), and
had she finished with that score,
she would probably have placed
about 15th.

As she expected, she did best in
the cross-country, the second
phase. Exponential shone, and had
it not been for a 17-minute hiatus
caused by the fall of another rider,
she might have finished penalty-
free. In the end, she accrued 2.4
time faults, and moved up all the
way from 50th to 28th.
The cross-country, however, was a

disaster for the rest of the Canadian
team, as three of her four col-
leagues fell from their mounts, and
the fourth, Michelle Mueller of Port
Perry, was forced to withdraw
because of an injury to her horse.
“We came to London as a team, we

rode as a team,” Jessica said.
“Monday night was very tough.”

Suddenly, Jessica was on her own
for the final phase, show jumping,
with her colleagues cheering from
the stands.

“If I have one regret from the
Games, it’s that I didn’t prepare
Exponential well enough for the
jumping,” she said. “We thought
he’d be jumping two rounds, which
is what happened, so we rested him
before the first one. That was a mis-
take. He had lots of energy, we
should have warmed him up more.
So for the first round he wasn’t real-
ly sharp and focused on the job.”

The pair took 14 faults in the first
jumping round, which was still
enough to move Jessica up to 24th
and qualify her for the final round.

In that round, they took 8 more
faults, for a grand total of 79.2, and
22nd place.

Even though the decimated team
placed last, and even though she
didn’t finish on her dressage score,
Jessica was very proud of
Exponential and how they rode
together.
“I brought him instead of Pavarotti

(her Pan Am Games horse) because
of the difficulty of that cross-coun-
try course, and he was unbelievable
on it. My favourite memory will
always be the jump into the second
water hazard. It was beautiful.”

And as she gets back into the rou-
tine of running her farm and coach-
ing her students into the fall season,
Jessica is most grateful for the sup-
port she received from everybody
back home.

“All the e-mails, everyone cheering
us on. It was inspiring. Thank you
so much to everyone.”  

Be Prepared

As they say, Canada Day is now in our
rear view mirror for another year, but
as I write this, our neighbours to the
south are celebrating Independence
Day.
This year, unfortunately, a number of

states have had to cancel their July 4th
celebrations – not because of econom-
ic hardships but because their states
were hit with a massive, and unpre-
dicted storm.

Over the past few years we have wit-
nessed some severe weather both here
and around the world. Whether it is
extreme heat, like we are experiencing,
tornadoes, hurricanes or ice storms,
our world seems to be under siege
from Mother Nature.

But in no way are we ever as hard hit
as other parts of the world where there
is prolonged drought, war and famine.
And we need to remember this.

We are advised, from time to time, to
be prepared to be self-sufficient for a
period of at least72 hours. The
Canadian Government has posted a
document that can help you and your
family prepare a kit for your survival:
www.getprepared.gc.ca. You may not
believe in bottled water but a case
stored in your basement or garage may
make a huge different to you and your
family in the event of an emergency.

I was amazed, but I guess I shouldn’t
have been, to hear a woman being
interviewed in one of the states that
was hit with the storm. She was “out-
raged” that she was without power
three days after the storm. Did she
not see and understand the complexi-
ty of the damage and the work that
needed to be done? Did she think all
the crews were sitting around in the
heat, swilling beer?
Yes, it is an inconvenience to be with-

out power, Toronto has witnessed this
not too long ago. But it isn’t a true

hardship nor will it last long. Another
similar incident occurred when they
interviewed people in Quebec several
years ago after the ice storm. These
people were being housed in a school,
and they complained about having to
drink coffee with no sugar!!! I bet not
once did they think that instead of
three teaspoons, maybe they should
only use one. But wait, if they didn’t
use it, someone else would.

When Hydro asks for us to reduce
our power usage until everyone has
power, we should. It may be an incon-
venience for a little while longer, but at
some point, the people waiting for
hydro may have power next time and
we won’t and as the saying goes, “share
and share alike”.
While the hot weather is here, maybe

it’s time for you and your family to
prepare your kit and talk about a strat-
egy or survival plan.

As the Girl Guides and Boy Scouts
say, “Be Prepared”.
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for Maud of Leaskdale. Last week’s viewpoint

(lower photo) was a sign outside the Tin Mill; it was

guessed by Dianne Morris of Uxbridge. We’ll have

the answer to the upper photo next week.  Photos

by Jennifer Carroll.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

BE SURE TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR WEEKLY SPECIALS!
www.themeatmerchant.ca

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
Opening Day Sunday June 4th
Uxbridge Arena 9am-1pm

Come out
and enjoy
our 5th year 
of the 
Uxbridge
Farmers’ 
Market!

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves, 
Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables, Fruit, 
and much more.

We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might 
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Our 11th
season of
bringing

Uxbridge’s
best to

you!

OPEN SUNDAYS THROUGH OCT. 7

• Vegetables from Mast Creek Harvest - all natu-
ral fresh vegetables. • BBQ peameal and hot
dogs on a bun from Mike's Tasty Treats. • All
natural honey and hive products from Radford's
Honey Shoppe.  And Much, Much More!

60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!
for

BEV & NORMA BEACH
Saturday, August 18th, 2012

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
at

Mill Run Golf Club, Siloam
Best Wishes Only

Designed Lifestyles with Susan FedorkaUxbridge’s Olympian
already home and
hard at work
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PATTERSON’S

FLOORING
Hardwood,Laminate,EngineeredWood,Cork,
Leather,Carpet,Vinyl,Ceramic,Porcelain,Slate

185 Main Street North Unit B Uxbridge
Phone 905-862-0001 Fax 905 862-0031

1-888-862-2001
pattersonsflooring@hotmail.ca

(SINCE 1984)

MON - FRI 9-6PM SATURDAY 9-4PM

Over 3,000
Flooring
Samples
In Our

Showroom
To Choose From!

CARPET
LAMINATE

HARDWOOD
TILES

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATIONS
BY OUR OWN EMPLOYEES!

Closed Sat. Aug. 4/12

The 148th Uxbridge Fair will be held September 7 -9. In the tradition of community
outreach, the Fair is highlighting Uxbridge Library and its 125th anniversary.
The Library is sponsoring several events, many in the Homecraft Division and story

tellers will entertain fairgoers. A wooden model of the Library building will be raffled
September 9. Watch for it soon in the Library.

Among new Fair happenings are the” Canine Equine Challenge” (raising funds for
the new Animal Shelter), “Turn ‘N Burn” (horse racing for cash) and “Decorate A
Can” (for the Food Bank).
Old favourites such as the Tractor Pull, Horse Pulls, Classic Midway and Demolition

Derby will return. This year’s Derby will be conducted in part by “Impact For
Motorsports” and there will be no August registration sessions. Forms can be accessed
on the Fair’s website.
Several measures are in the works with respect to parking and security to enhance the

safety and security of Fair patrons at this family oriented event.
Hard copies of the Fair Book are available at H. H. Goode and Sons, the Uxbridge

Library ant the Town Hall. The Book is also available on the website at
“uxbridgefair.ca.” Further information is available through the Secretary who can be
reached at 905 852 7745 or at secretary@uxbridgefair.ca.

See you at the Fair!

Fall Fair celebrates Library anniversary

by Carol Johnson

The following information comes from
information at the Uxbridge Historical
Centre, including material prepared in
the late 1970s by Allan McGillivray.

North Ontario Advocate - August 28,
1862  “Exhumed Remains: We were shown,
the other day, by Dr. Hardy, of this place,
ten skulls, together with other human bones,
which he ... dug up on the farm of Mr.
Annand, in the 7th concession of the
Township of Scott. The Doctor says they are
the remains of Indians, and that it has been
known for several years such remains were
upon the place, but that no attention was
paid to the circumstance. The spot, or
mound, where he obtained them, is about
fifteen or twenty feet square, and has evi-
dent signs of having been undisturbed for at
least a century - being covered with heavy
soil, and a large pine grown up in the cen-
tre of it. Only a small spot was opened, but
they dug down about eight feet, and still
met only bones ... It has been estimated that
not less than one thousand bodies have been
buried there ... if we had a coroner in this
place, as active in HUNTING UP bones as
they appear to be in many other localities,
some light may be thrown upon the sub-
ject.”

At the same site north of Leaskdale,
Patricia Cook, an archaeological student,
detailed step by step the work done by
her team in 1975. The site, in sandy soil
about 3/4 mile from a stream, had been
cultivated by now, which made the dig
more difficult. Tribes moved when the
soil was no longer fertile enough for their
crops. At that time, a “Feast of the Dead”
was held and bones reburied in what is
called an ossuary, which was the site exca-
vated. The bones were studied and
reports mentioned the poor health of

natives, due to crowded living and nutri-
ent deficiencies. A number had died from
tuberculosis. 

In the late 1800s and early 1900s the
Uxbridge Journal frequently had accounts
of Indians camped nearby in Zephyr,
Udora, Greenbank and Goodwood. They
would come to Uxbridge by train to sell
baskets, etc.  “Around 1806 when the
Quaker settlers came to Uxbridge
Township the Indians were then numer-
ous but they were friendly and sociable”.

In an article, Rudleigh MacLean
described “The Draper Site”, an area
directly south of Uxbridge, where an
excavation from 1975-1978 was rushed
due to the proposed Pickering Airport.
The site was dated around 1500 AD. The
land had not been previously disturbed.
It contained at least 24 houses, more than
the usual 4 - 8 longhouses. Evidence
shows that they moved north-west to
south of Stouffville.
This new site, named “Mantle”, after the

farm owner, was the subject of an excel-
lent documentary “Curse of the Axe” on
the History Channel on Monday July
9/12. It is the largest Huron site ever dis-
covered. It had 98 longhouses where
groups had joined together for safety.
200,000 artifacts were recovered.

Toronto Star June 2001 - (During the War
of 1812) “Natives and voyageurs were com-
missioned by the British to protect home-
steaders, their property and households”.

Allan McGillivray concluded his report
with “There is much evidence that
Indians plowed our first roads, built our
first villages and laid out our first net-
work of roads”. 

Look for information on First Nations dur-
ing Heritage Days at the Museum, Aug. 25
& 26.

First Nations in 
Uxbridge Township


