
by Nancy Melcher

The trail across the dam in the
north-west section of the
Countryside Preserve is still closed,
and it will remain that way until an
Environmental Assessment (EA) is
completed. The results of that
process and the various recommen-
dations in the report will determine
how the Township may proceed in
the future. 

The failure of a dam upstream
from the Countryside Preserve late
in July caused a cascade of water to
rush down a branch of the Uxbridge
Brook through the Preserve towards
Uxbridge. The large pond in the

Preserve, in the area behind the
Walmart parking lot, flooded from
the extra volume. Local resident
Shelly Burke saw that something
was not right. 

“Around 9:15 a.m. I noticed the
pond waters churning, bubbling
and rising dramatically,” she report-
ed. She contacted the Township,
who sent a roads department crew
to assess the situation.

Water soon began to flow over the
top of the Preserve dam. This
caused erosion, and led to the dam
becoming unstable. The roads crew
brought dozens of truckloads of
gravel and rock to stabilize the dam,
preventing it from washing away

any more. Ms. Burke observed, “It
was am amazing sight to have truck
after truck come tearing down the
lane-way to try and stop the torren-
tial flow of water.” 

Their quick actions ensured the
safety of downtown Uxbridge,
which lay directly in the path of the
floodwaters. However, because of
the erosion damage and instability
of the remaining dam structure, the
pond had to be drained. 

The EA will look at both the dam
and the pond. A section of the
report will address the various
options suitable for the site. It will
also include a breakdown of the
respective costs for each alternative.   

“The recommendations in the
report will help the Township deter-
mine the direction we will take for
the pond in the future”, Ben Kester,
head of the Works Department, said
in an interview on Monday. 

“It's going to take some time to
decide what's best for this area.” 

The Township has set aside funds
for a detailed design as part of their
plan to reopen the section of the
Uxbridge Brook that flows under
Brock Street. The pond in the
Preserve, as well as the one upstream
that breached its dam, are within
the boundaries of the lands covered
by the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan. So are several

other ponds and streams in and
around the Uxbridge area. These
water bodies also fall under the
jurisdiction of the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority. It's
not going to be a quick fix, since
several different levels of govern-
ment and agencies are involved in
making the final decisions. 
Trails remain open throughout the

town and Preserve. 
“Other than that small section

being closed, it's business as usual at
the Preserve,” says Andrea Fraser,
the new Uxbridge Trails
Coordinator. 

“The remainder of the trail system
is open for recreational use and
events are proceeding as usual.”

Bird Berries, Elgin Pond. 
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
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NOW THAT’S DIRTY - Rebecca Harman takes a very messy spill at Mudnewton, held at Woodnewton this past weekend. Mudrun is a cross-country adventure, with hills, hay bales, natural obsta-
cles, and a “Mudpit Finale!” Hundreds turned out for the raucus run, which was sponsored by lots of local businesses, with proceeds going to Canadian Tire’s Jumpstart program. For lots more Mudnewton
photos, go to www.thecosmos.ca Photos by John Cavers.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for September

Monday, Sept. 2 
NO MEETING - LABOUR DAY

Monday, Sept. 9th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Sept. 16th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 18th
COMMITTEE OF 
ADJUSTMENT

Monday, Sept. 23rd
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela
Noble, 905-852-9747, ext. 24 

UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR: Be sure to
look for our booth this year featuring
'Technology at the library'. Learn
how to download free eBooks onto
various devices, get information on
our many programs for all ages, and
fill out a ballot for one of our famous
'library' gift baskets!

FOOD for FINES September 16-27.
You bring the food, we'll waive the
fines! For every donation of food,
$2.00 will be waived from your
overdue fines. This does NOT
include any reduction on lost or
damaged items. Expired or home-
made food will not accepted.

Coming this fall…

MUSICAL MOMENTS. Lots of toe
tapping fun, along with accompani-
ment on various musical instru-
ments. Ages 6 - 12 mos., 10:15 -
10:45 a.m.; ages 13 - 36+ mos., 11 -
11:30 a.m. Thurs., Oct. 24 - Nov. 28.
Cost: $37.50/child with an adult.

WHEN IT'S AUTUMN. Sing away
the chilly fall weather with this NEW
music class for ages 2 - 4, 1-1:40
p.m. Thurs., Oct. 24 - Nov. 17. Cost:
$32.00/child with an adult. Format
similar to Musical Moments. PRE-
REGISTRATION for BOTH music
classes OPENS on Thurs., Sept. 26
at 10:00 a.m. Spaces LIMITED.
Payment by cash or cheque. 

READ WITH ME. Introduce your
baby to the world of books, learn
the process of language develop-
ment, and understand better your
child's learning potential. Ages 2 -
12+ mos., Wed., Nov. 6 - 27. No
charge for child accompanied by an
adult. MUST pre-register, starting
Sept. 26, until class is filled, as
spaces are limited. Please note
that we can NOT include other sib-
lings in this class.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES.  Family
storytime, rhymes and crafts for
ages 2 - 4. Choose Mon. or Tues.,
Oct. 21/22 - Nov. 25/26. These are
free DROP-IN CLASSES and do
NOT require pre-registration.

Join us for the first annual

Walk-a-Thon 
on Saturday, September
28th, to support the New

Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-
Scugog.

The event will take place between
Scugog Township 

and Uxbridge Township.     
For more information, please visit

www.animal-shelter.ca, contact 
Jack Ballinger at 905-852-9181, 

ext. 219, or email
jballinger@town.uxbridge.on.ca

The Splash Pad located
at 291 Brock St. West

(Arena grounds) is open!

The hours of operation
are 9:00 a.m. to 

9:00 p.m., seven days 
a week.

REQUEST FOR
QUOTES

Q13-06
ACCESSIBLE

PICNIC TABLES
Quotes may be picked up
at the municipal offices in

Uxbridge, and will be
received until Wednesday,
September 4, at 2:00 p.m.
Attention: Debbie Leroux,

Clerk
Lowest or any quote not 

necessarily accepted

LET'S GO TO 
THE EX!

SUPPORT THE
YORK-DURHAM 

HERITAGE RAILWAY
AND 

THE TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE

At the CNE until Labour Day
We are pleased to be able to have a
booth in Heritage Court to promote
the York-Durham Heritage Railway
and all the special cultural events 

in our township.  

Visit the booth daily from 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Labour Day 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

SALE OF 
2003 DODGE RAM 1500 TRUCK

4.7 L with approximately 211,500 km.
Quotation forms may be picked up at

the Municipal Offices in Uxbridge
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

Quotes will be received until Tuesday,
September 10 at 2 p.m., by

Debbie Leroux, Clerk.
Q13-12

Highest or any quote not necessarily accepted

UxPool is now accepting
resumés for the following

positions:
Instructor/Lifeguards: Must have

Current Red Cross WSI, LSS
Instructors, NLS, SFA

Assistant Instructors: Must have
Current Red Cross AWSI and 

Bronze Cross
You must be available for training in
the evenings of: September 10, 11, 

12 and 13.
Please forward all resumes with a 

covering letter by September 8th to: 
UxPool, 1 Parkside Dr. Uxbridge, 

ON, L9P 1K7 
Attention:  Carolyn Clementson

Email:  pool@town.uxbridge.on.ca

READING BUDDIES

This fun weekly reading support pro-
gram gives children one-on-one reading

practice with a caring volunteer who
enjoys reading and working with chil-
dren! Buddies read together for pleas-
ure and enjoy fun literacy-based activi-
ties that boost confidence, interest and

joy of reading.
The program is designed for children in

Grades 1 to 3, including French
Immersion, and runs for eight weeks -
October 1/2 to November 19/20 - on
Tuesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. OR
Wednesdays, 3:45 - 4:45 p.m. 

$20 per child includes a drink and
snack each week, plus, each child/vol-
unteer will receive a FREE library card
and any overdue fines will be forgiven
too!

Application forms for both children and
volunteers are available in the Children's
Department at the Library, or download
at uxlib.com/ReadingBuddies

Deadline to register is Monday,
September 23rd. But don't wait until then
~ children/volunteers will be matched on
a first come, first serve basis!
Thank you to our sponsors: UXBRIDGE

FAMILY DENTISTRY and DR. VI TU
BANH, OPTOMETRIST



This could
be a "cat"-
astrophe!

It's quite
likely - in
fact, it's a
strong pos-

sibility - that I could be embarrass-
ing myself in the very near future.

I have undertaken to produce a
"work of art". That declaration in
itself is enough to produce gales of
laughter from those who know me
well, since I have trouble even draw-
ing stick figures. But, to make it
worse, this piece of art will be, pre-
sumably, placed on public display
and even put up for auction.

I am willing to suffer derision and
scorn, however, if it in any way
helps to bring in a couple of bucks.

I will be "artifying" a metal cut-
out of a cat as part of the Lucy
Maud Montgomery Society of
Ontario's (LMMSO) fund-raising
project known as the Cat's Meow. 

The LMMSO has provided cat
cut-outs, in three different silhou-
ettes, to anyone who wants to turn
them into works of art. When com-
pleted, the cats will be returned to
the LMMSO to be auctioned off at
the Cat's Meow Gala to be held on
Oct. 19, an evening of music, food
and drink.

I took one of the cut-outs on an
impulse, only to find out later some
of our better known local artists -
such as Saundra Reiner - will also be
taking part. I am, obviously, about
to be humbled, but once I took the
cut-out I had made a commitment
and there is no backing out now.

The money raised by the sale of
the cats - (the LMMSO has not yet
decided whether it will be a silent
auction or a live auction) - will go
towards the $60,000 needed to turn
Wynn Walters' marvellous sculp-
ture of Lucy Maud into a life-sized
bronze statue, which will sit on a
bench in the new garden currently
being installed at the side of the old

Leaskdale church. Given the success
of the group's previous fund-raising
ventures - including the just fin-
ished summer run of Maud of
Leaskdale - I would not be surprised
if the gala garners most of the
money needed.
The whole cat cut-out idea sounds

very much like the popular Doodle
auctions that the Uxbridge
Celebration of the Arts used to hold
years ago, when celebrities from all
walks of life provided doodles to
raise funds. The cat silhouettes are,
of course, based on Lucy Maud's
cat, Daffy, perhaps one of the better
known cats in the literary world.

As for my cat work of art, I know
exactly what I want to do with it
and can even envision it in my
mind. The major problem will be to
actually turn my vision into reality.
What eventually results might just
provoke the aforementioned gales
of laughter even from people who
don't know me well. If that is the
case, then I will at least have provid-

ed some chuckles.
Now, I have no

idea if the cats put
up for auction
will be identified
as to the creator
or if the rules
allow participants
to campaign for
"votes" in terms
of bids. So I will
not tell you just
what I plan to do
with my cat, other
than to say there
will be no doubt
as to which of the
cats is mine, without even putting
my name on it.

I know this is rather
unfair, since the other
participants don't
have a column in
which to promote
their works, but given
my lack of artistic tal-
ent, I’ll use any edge I

can get. Tell me, am I wrong?
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Am I Wrong?  column by Roger Varley

TEMPORARY CLOSURE 
OF PART OF THE 

COUNTRYSIDE PRESERVE TRAIL

On August 1st, a dam (west of Concession 6, south of
Old Stouffville Road) was breached. This breach impacted
the pond and dam structure in the Countryside Preserve.

Currently, the water level of the pond is low due to dam-
age to the Preserve's dam caused by water overflow.

Since the water level of the pond is low, there is no public
safety issue, but because of the damage to the dam, the
portion of the Preserve trail that goes over this dam will

be closed until further notice.

An Environmental Assessment will be conducted to
determine the future of the dam. Possible outcomes

could include repairing or removing the dam.
A public meeting will be held in the future to discuss pos-

sible solutions.  Public notice will be provided once a
date is determined.  

Until a decision is made regarding the future of the dam
in the Countryside Preserve, the water level in the pond
will be kept to a minimum depth and that portion of the

trail over the dam will remain closed.

by Jennifer Carroll

As the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society of
Ontario wraps up anoth-
er summer of theatre,
gardening, teas and tours,
they look forward to their
next season of events,
most notably Lucy Maud
Montgomery Day.   

Hosted every year in
October, this event not
only highlights the life of
Maud in the years that
she lived in Leaskdale,
but often boasts a sup-
porting theme. This
year’s  will be a gala -
“The Cat's Meow”, an
initiative to further the

fundraising effort for the
most ambitious project to
date for the LMMSO,
titled “Maud in the
Garden”. 
“Maud in the Garden” is

a piece created by artist
Wynn Walters, a life-size
bronze sculpture of the
famed author, to sit in
the garden of the Historic
Leaskdale Church. A
macquette of the sculp-
ture, on display at the
site, shows Maud sitting
in the garden with a book
on her lap, caught in a
moment of distracted
imagining, gazing upon
the beauty of nature that
surrounds the site. This

ambitious project will
bring the author to life in
the community, to be
seen and enjoyed by all.
This is one of many pub-
lic art initiatives that the
society undertaken in the
past five years to enrich
the experience of our
community and its visi-
tors. 

“The Cat's Meow” is a
gala event that will be
hosted at the Historic
Leaskdale Church on
October 19, and the
LMMSO is soliciting
local artists and celebri-
ties to aid the fundraising
efforts. 
The LMMSO has creat-

ed cats to be taken home
and decorated, a blank
canvas to be made into a
work of art, or added to a
larger piece.   

These whimsical silhou-
ettes can be incorporated
into any medium the
artists can imagine. At
“The Cat's Meow” these
artful cats will be auction
off to the highest bidder
to be taken home and
loved. 
The LMMSO still needs

your help! Any artists
who care to take home
one of the “pussy-folk”,
as Maud used to call
them, can contact the
Society. 

For further details on
the cats or “The Cat's
Meow” Gala Event, con-
tact the LMMSO
through their website at
www.lucymaudmont-
gomery.ca or by calling
905-862-0808. 

FUNDRAISER RELYING ON FANCIFUL FELINES
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or
refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any
advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or
any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copy-
righted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Something old and something new

Letters to the Editor
I am writing in response to Kathy
Wasylenky's letter to the editor
dated August 22. 
Ms. Wasylenky is correct when she

states that the Thomas Foster
Memorial (TFM) is not the only
form of Byzantine architecture in
the province, just as she would be
correct to say that Niagara Falls is
not the only waterfall in Ontario.
There are only three common fea-
tures that make the 53 buildings
Ms. Wasylenky sites comparable to
the TFM (http://www.her-
itagetrust.on.ca). They include:
arches, a dome, and association to
Christian faith. 

After researching the 53 buildings,
I have discovered that Ms.
Wasylenky neglected to mention
the features that make the TFM
unique, so I shall. These include:
copper tile roofing, hand carved
marble and Devon stone, limestone
exterior; custom marble mosaic
which includes gold leaf detailing;
solid marble pillars; marble floors,
steps and walls; Christian symbol-
ism; and a construction date of
1935.

The information available on the
website provided to me by Ms.
Wasylenky does not suggest that any
of the buildings have many of these
features. The only comparisons that
one can make from the information
on the website are the materials of
the exterior, roofing and the general
appearance. All of these structures
are constructed of brick, natural
stone, or concrete. Not one claims
to consist of imported limestone or
marble like the TFM. Out of these
53 buildings, only six have a copper
tile roof. Out of those six, only one
was built at the same time as the
TFM. The other five were built
after 1949. Out of the 53 buildings,
only 17 are older than the TFM and
from the pictures and information
available on the website, none com-

pare in appearance or features.  Four
of the buildings do not have a pub-
lished date of construction. These
four have brick exteriors and asphalt
shingles. 

Ms. Wasylenky speculates that
there could be thousands of build-
ings just like the TFM in North
America, yet does not provide even
one example that is comparable to
those features listed above and/or
pre-dates the TFM.   

Hence, the TFM is the Niagara
Falls of Byzantine architecture in
Ontario. No other building that she
has presented holds a candle to the
craftsmanship and opulence of the
TFM. If tax payers decide not to
preserve this unique edifice, we are
certainly losing a piece of Canadian
heritage and rare architecture.  I am
not suggesting that theTownship
bear the entire cost of the repairs to
the roof, but I strongly urge council
to work together with the Friends of
the Foster Committee to find solu-
tions to preserve this beautiful and
unique land mark.   

Travis Smalley 
Sandford

Re: Heritage Days
It was a fabulous weekend and
Heritage Days was just excellent!
We had an increase in adult atten-
dance of over 30 % and over twice
as many kids. This was our main
objective - to increase exposure for
the Museum to a younger demo-
graphic.

Our Kids Zone was a massive hit
and kids were running around col-
lecting stamps for their Passport
Festivals and had the best face paint-
ing I have ever seen. We were very
fortunate to have a couple of our
artist friends help out.  Other high-
lights included the tireless Dave
Dickie and his horse Dodger, and
beautiful carriages, amazing music
from the Uxbridge Legion Pipe

band leading in the Vehicle Parade
of antique tractors and cars, our
great exhibitors - the Bee Man,
Dandelion Lady, and Model
Railway presenters, and finally
excellent food - fresh cooked corn
on the cob over a fire, Meat
Merchant BBQ , ice cream and of
course, fresh pies!

We are already working on new
ideas for next year and would love
to have anyone join us with their
ideas, planning, to be part of this
great event! 

A BIG thank you goes out to all
the Volunteers and Nancy Marr and
Rachel Sutherland, our wonderful
Museum Curators.

Brad Buss
President

Uxbridge Historical Society

Re: Foster letter, Aug. 22
Uxbridge is a unique and wonderful
little town that doesn't need nega-
tivity to sell to the public.
We are the Trail Capital of Canada,

imagine the negativity getting out
across Canada. We have numerous
heritage buildings (many more than
the average community) and yet we
are finding fault and putting out
negativity about the township.

There are more than enough resi-
dents and tourists to go around and
just promoting and working togeth-
er should bring in more riches than
we can imagine. Every heritage
building plays a special role in this
township and every heritage build-
ing is a wonderful attraction.
So let’s work together and promote

the township in a positive way and I
am sure the Thomas Foster
Memorial - “The Diamond of
Durham” will fit right in.

Hilary A. Balmer 
Vice President

Foster Memorial Committee

Well, we cannot wait to see the blue and green bulls-eye type signs go up in windows around

town advertising that the empty space behind the sign is a participant in the “Win This Space”

initiative that’s been started by the Uxbridge BIA. This is a fantastic idea, guaranteed to gener-

ate a lot of buzz about the town. Just think - around dinner tables, families and friends will be

comparing ideas, with claims of “Well, if I won that space, I would...” At coffee shops and in

restaurants diners will likely whisper to one another “You know, I’d love to own a place like this,

although I would...” and divulge whatever it is that they would do differently. And the person

that has had an idea germinating in his or her head for days, months, maybe even years, may

finally be spurred on to put thought to paper (or thought to keyboard, as the case may be) and

set the wheels in motion. The ideas that will spring forth - we’d LOVE to be on the receiving end

of every single one of those submissions, just to see how wide and varied they may be. And we

hope that no one is shy about it. It’s not a commitment for life. Just put 200 or so words togeth-

er and throw it out there. And even though there can only be one “winner” of the grand prize

of a $1,000 a month for the first 12 months of a lease, this contest will hopefully get a whole

bunch of potential business owners into the business community. Even if they don’t win their

space, they will still get to see a bunch of great locations, one of which may just be the place

they’ve always dreamed of. They will still get to work with some fabulous local business people

and gain valuable insight and knowledge in just what it will take to make their idea come to life.

Uxbridge may get not just one new business out of this contest, but a whole bunch of new busi-

nesses that thought they never had a chance. This injection of new ideas and new people will be

just the shot in the arm that Uxbridge needs. It is going to be a very exciting few months as we

follow all the stages of this contest, and see what comes out of this unique and tantalizing oppor-

tunity.

After thinking of all things new, it’s worth taking a second to spend a thought or two on some

things old.

Ever since a price tag got slapped on how much it’s going to cost the township to fix the Foster

Memorial’s roof, it’s been interesting to watch the remarks fly back and forth over what kind of

architecture the building actually is, what makes it special, what makes it not so special etc., etc.

And while it may be true that Foster isn’t the only example of Byzantine architecture in

Uxbridge, Ontario, or all of North America, it is still a remarkable piece of history for our town-

ship. If only we could put the quibbling over whether it is this or it isn’t that, and perhaps focus

our energies on how to to raise the almost $900,000 it’s going to cost to fix the thing, we’d like-

ly be a lot better off. Regardless of whether it’s got a copper roof, a clay roof, or a golden roof,

it has a roof that needs fixing, and seeing as this jewel is in our township, and therefore our

crown, we best be putting our crown-wearing heads together and coming up with ways to keep

it from crumbling. If we don’t, there won’t be any architecture at all to argue about, and then

where will we be?



It's that time of year again. I find myself reaching for a jacket before embarking on my

evening stroll. And the big maple tree in the back looks like it wants to join a nudist

colony. Yup, another summer is about to be swept into the history books. And with it, a local tradition will close for the

season. The summer slate at the Udora Speedway is about to go swiftly (as we shall see) into the night. Truth be told,

the drag strip through our little hamlet never actually shuts down. The odds of taking your dog for a walk and surviving

increase marginally between September and May. But during the summer silly season, our little stretch of blacktop along

Ravenshoe Road sees more traffic than drug patrols along the Mexican border. And everyone's in a hurry.

Look at a map. Our little speck lies between your home and the cottage or trailer. Going up north? Load up on supplies

at the Udora General Store and gas up at the downtown UPI. Or maybe it's our position as the gateway to Greater

Pefferlaw that lures so many wayfarers through our midst. Udora may be a speck on the map but it's our little speck.

Kids ride their bikes in it; people walk their dogs. And all without the benefit of sidewalks.   

Weekends are especially harrowing and long weekends require a particular level of intestinal fortitude to be out and

about. In fairness, the majority of drivers recognize it's a hamlet and respect the 50 km/hour speed limit. Many of them

even pull into the middle of the road out of courtesy. I always thank them with a respectful wave. But the increasing

amount of traffic year after year brings with it a rising number of speed demons who understand “hamlet” to mean

“shortcut where you can save time, hopefully without hitting anything.”

The episodes of sheer terror are not without their moments of levity. Along with being a drag strip, Ravenshoe Road is

fertile auditioning ground for “Canada's Worst Driver”. We see them all: the guy trying to open his glove box while gab-

bing on his cell phone and juggling a large double-double; the lady applying lipstick while texting a play-by-play to her

loyal Twitter followers. But it was on the Canada Day long weekend when this year's champion of “I Found My Driver's

License at the Bottom of a Cracker Jack Box” zoomed through town. Or should I say “careened”? His brief appearance

in our burg was brought to us by Apple and the good people at MapArt. This guy rounded the corner in his station wagon

hauling a fishing boat with all the gear bouncing around in the back. Think Bob Izumi at a jumping castle. He was all

over the road and couldn't make up his mind which ditch he wanted to end up in. As he whizzed past me at scalping dis-

tance, I could see why. With cellphone glued to his ear, he had a map open on the dash which partially obscured the wind-

shield. All this while doing 80 on a road narrow enough for you to lay in the middle and almost touch both shoulders

with outstretched arms. At the last moment he swerved to avoid an oncoming dump truck, its air horn shrieking like a

demented banshee.      

Of course Udora is not alone. Residents of many little and not-so-little places share similar stories of being jolted out of

their skins by would-be Andrettis. So what to do? How do we prevent summer afternoons from turning into “Bowling for

Pedestrians?” Speeding through town has been a problem for years. We used to see speed traps set up at the edge of

town but they're rare now. My ward councilor told me about Road Watch. She also did some leg work and within days a

flashing speed sign appeared. She also promised to speak to her counterpart in York.

Ravenshoe Road is the boundary between York and Durham regions: the north side is York, the south side is Durham.

We live on the Durham side. Since York is responsible for the roadway, that puts us on the wrong side of the political and

administrative divide. Durham's finest politely informed me that I need to submit my Road Watch reports to York. York

told me that since I live in Durham I need to report any transgressions to Durham. I, in turn, informed them of my sta-

tus as the ball in a game of political ping pong.

It could be time to install speed bumps. The argument against them is they're not snow plough-friendly. Neither is a

corpse. How about the removable kind then? Like the ones you see during road repairs? Peg them in after the snow melts

and pull them out again in the fall. No word yet from the powers that be. But the natives are getting restless. Ravenshoe

is slated to be one of the exits on the imminent 407 extension. The local folk are planning ahead. There's talk of setting

out lawn chairs and charging ten bucks a head to watch what promises to be a full card of racing all week long. 

Better yet, we'll make it an election issue. Maybe if the mouse that roars bites a few well-placed ankles it can put the

Udora Speedway out of business for good. 
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Friend in need
Five days from now, he and a lot of young people around here will wrap up their sum-
mer holidays. They'll all be putting away their T-shirts, cut-offs and flip-flops and start-

ing to wear school shirts and pants again. Instead of baseball gloves or tennis rackets, they'll all be carrying their
smart phones and backpacks full of textbooks again. Only this teenager I met from Toronto's inner city, last week,
has something in addition to school on his mind.
“There are friends out there who bring real benefit to your life,” he said this week, “and there are friends who don't.

It's important to know who your real friends are.”
Last Friday, some of my colleagues at Centennial College organized a faculty retreat at the Daniels Spectrum arts

centre in Regent Park, in Toronto's Dundas and Parliament area. We looked ahead to the coming fall semester of
teaching. We anticipated some of the kinds of concerns we'll face as instructors attempting to inspire students at
Centennial's School of Communications, Media and Design, where I work. But we also received a bit of an education
about another important aspect of school and kids and relationships. Part way through the day's retreat, Mustafa
Ahmed, a teenage resident of Regent Park, stopped by and gave a recitation of his latest poem, “Close,” about one
of his friends who was recently shot, not-fatally, while mixing with acquaintances Mustafa felt were doing him no
good.

“You said they're your closest friends. Closer than I am to you,” the 17-year-old said, reading his poem. “But you
still listen to friends who haven't spoken truth. Their words have broken you. Their words have broke in you…”

Mustafa Ahmed has emerged in Regent Park area in the past couple of years as an unofficial ambassador of that
former lower-income housing area of Toronto. He began writing when he was 10, offering his reflections on society
and the world. And while his poetry borrows from the tradition of spoken word bordering on rap rhythms, he writes
and speaks from the heart about poverty, drugs, community and violence. The shooting of his friend in his neighbour-
hood has moved him to call out to his peers - teenagers all around him - to make better decisions.

“Those friends of yours may be close,” Mustafa continued with his poem. “But the chambers of your heart are what
they are strangers to, and when you're trapped within the chambers of a cell… they won't acknowledge you,
because that's what strangers do…”
I've long believed that one of the ways young people can ensure they stay on the right side of the law is via a buddy

system. We had them when I went to school; but back then, all our parents had to worry about was a bit of pot and
a few beers out behind the barn. Now the attractions are crystal meth, prostitution and maybe even illicit weapons.
What Mustafa made clear in his recitation was the need for teenagers to mentor teenagers, for friends to watch out
for each other - not just for what they shouldn't do, but what they should do. 

Mustafa Ahmed is no stranger to either the education system in Toronto or to his downtown neighbourhood. Indeed
he has become something of a spokesman, offering his message-oriented poetry in performance to teachers of the
Toronto District School Board, Children's Aid Society, Martin Luther King memorial days, the Hot Docs festival and even
a recent TEDxToronto event. In person, Mustafa was polite, soft-spoken and respectful of everyone he met. In per-
formance, he seemed critical, outspoken and eager to challenge his peers to be better than media tend to paint them.
He recited his entire poem - about five or six minutes long - without a single note or physical prompt in front of him. 

I remember writing a lot of poetry when I was Mustafa's age. I recall when I was 16 or 17, I wrote a piece of haiku
(Japanese form poetry) every single day for a year, just to test my discipline as a writer. My poetry was stiff, pre-
dictable and stuck in angst and romanticism of the 1960s. Mustafa's words have more resonance and relevance
because they reflect real experience and empathy for a friend. 

“Behind the ice-cold skin, we'll remember you,” Mustafa said concluding his spoken word performance. “And we
know that we are far. We are farther than they are. We are so far inside your heart, that we are better off not know-
ing what close means to you.”

And his message goes farther than his Regent Park neighbourhood in east-end, lower-income Toronto. I think every
teenager who has contemplated pulling a prank, conjuring up a lie or testing just how far he can push the law, ought
to find a friend like Mustafa Ahmed to set him straight. Because school starts Tuesday and there'll be plenty of chances
to go wrong. 

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

ravenshoe ramblings
column by Roger Pires

Summer speedway



Spent an
e n j o y a b l e
day working

in the Uxbridge booth at the CNE
along with Bev Hollis and Russell
McLean. The booth this year was
designed around the Railway
Station and the York-Durham
Heritage Railway and Russell there
to keep the model trains running
and answer any questions concern-
ing the railway. Bev and I were there
to meet, greet and sing the praises of
our wonderful community and help
small children in and out of the
Bonner Boys model engine that we
see in parades around Uxbridge. To
say this was a popular photo op for
parents with small children would
be putting it mildly.

Always amazed at how close
Uxbridge is to Toronto and neigh-
bouring municipalities and yet so
many CNE visitors have either

never heard of it or have travelled
through on their way to the cottage.
But we made sure they were well
educated before their visit to the
booth ended. As usual, there is
always a highlight of the day and it
came when a family with two boys
entered the booth. One of the boys
was, hopefully, recovering from
some serious health problems.
Completely bald, the usual nose
tubes along with needles in both
wrists and hauling a portable respi-
rator, his condition sure tugged at
our hearts. However, none of this
held back his love of trains and his
excitement at being in the booth.
He had twice the energy of his three
family members and Bev said,
“Look at that. I have to buy him an
engineer's hat” that we were selling.  

I agreed and said that I would like
to split. Russell wanted in too, so
the hat was presented. Little did we
anticipate the reaction from the
young boy. Railway hat on, he
started jumping and screaming and
dancing around in delight and

thanking us profusely.
I leaned over to Bev and said “I

have never spent $5 more wisely in
my life”. Bev agreed. So many of us
have good health and so much in
life that we often fail to see those
less fortunate around us. And many
are also caught bitching and com-
plaining about their lot in life. A
service club has a motto that goes
something like “No man has ever
stood as tall as when he stoops to
help a child”. I can only say that,
although we may never know, I
hope this young boy conquers his
health problems and one day arrives
in Uxbridge for a ride on the train.
That would certainly be a happy
ending to a wonderful day at the
CNE talking up the great commu-

nity we call home.
And I should mention the hard

work and effort put into this project
by Councillor Pat Makeuse and a
lot of Township staff members. The
booth was well designed and attrac-
tive so as to encourage many people
to drop by for a visit. Believe me it

is not an easy job and I know they
appreciate the large number of resi-
dents who volunteer to take a shift.
You should try it one year.  
To taste the rest of Stemp’s Stew,
read his entire column online at
www.thecosmos.ca. You’ll find pho-
tos of the Ex booth there, too.
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290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

Even if you have had shoulder problems
for months or years, and have been told
it is arthritis, there is a solution.

A new patient recently came in with a
chief complaint of right-sided shoulder
pain of three years’ duration. It was
aggravated by lying on her right side, and
disturbed her sleep. There was a tingling
sensation in her right arm and hand. She
had difficulty putting her right hand
behind her back (to undo a bra strap, for
example) and difficulty reaching up over-
head.

Her symptoms are now gone.
How did I help her? First, a thorough

examination revealed that she had round-
ed shoulders and a foward head posture.
This posture was cased by stiffness in
specific joints and muscles in
her upper back, neck and rib
cage. This forced her rotator
cuff muscles to overwork,
which led to painful trigger
points. These trigger points

referred the pain into the shoulder and
arm, proving that pain was NOT from
osteoarthritis.

Treatment was aimed at correcting both
the cause (improper posture, stiffness)
and the effect (painful trigger points)
using a procedure called 
Pain Neutralization Technique.
In my 20-year career I have been able to

help relieve shoulder pain and numb
arms for hundreds of people.

You deserve to be free of pain!
Call today and receive a no-charge con-

sultation.

Dr. John Clark
Chiropractor and Acupuncture Provider

SHOULDER PAIN? NUMB ARM?

Stemp’s Stew
column by Harry Stemp

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

With school starting next week, it’s
time to start being aware of the big
yellow school buses that will take
over the roads come Tuesday morn-
ing. Time for a gentle reminder of
what makes riding a school bus safe
for everyone.

For parents: 
•check with your transportation
provider to find out what route
number your child is on, and what
time the bus will arrive to pick up in
the morning. Also find out what the
estimated time of arrival is in the
afternoon, so that you, or another
caregiver, can be home to meet your
child when he or she gets home after
school. If your child is to be met at
the stop, and no one is there, then
your child will likely be taken back
to school.
•be at your designated stop at least
five minutes before your scheduled
pick up time. It’s better to be too
early for the bus than to be too late!

•go over the rules of school bus rid-
ing with your child(ren). School bus
drivers are carrying around the
world’s most precious cargo, all
while dealing with other vehicles on
the road and sometimes precarious
road conditions. Having well-
behaved kids on board is a big help.

For kids:  
•remember to wait until your bus
has stopped completely before you
head out across the road or up to the
door to get on. Your driver will let
you know when it's safe.
•once you find your seat on the bus,
stay in it! It's really hard for the bus
driver to pay attention to the road
when he or she has to watch you
jump from seat to seat while you
chat with your friends. 
•try to keep the noise down. Again,
the bus driver can't concentrate on
the road if he or she is concentrating
on you!
•if your bus driver has specific rules
for the bus (no eating, a seating
arrangement, windows only open

half-way) then obey those rules.
They are in place for a reason, and
you need to respect both those rules,
and your driver.

For other drivers:  if you see a bus
start its flashing red warning lights,
don't speed up to get through them,
stop. There are children waiting to
get on that bus, and they could be
anywhere. 
•if you're following a bus on the
road, don't think that they are going
slowly just to make you cross.
Precious cargo on board - would
you want them speeding down the

highway with your children as pas-
sengers? And if a school  bus isn't
doing something fast enough for
you, don't swear at the driver or
make obscene gestures. Remember -
little eyes are watching your every
move.

For everyone:  Be safe. Driving a
school bus is a huge responsibility

for everyone, not just the driver of
the bus. Students have responsibili-
ties, parents have responsibilities,
and other drivers on the road have
responsibilities. Ultimately, it's
everyone's responsibility to make
sure that all the students make it to
school on time, and in one piece.
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Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

For more
information call

Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Lots of fresh 
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Buy fresh, buy local!  Our 12th Season!

The feature car at the Uxbridge Cruise in on Thursday evening was a 1963 Volvo PV544 Sport
owned by Laurie and Joan Williamson of Manilla. Photo by Rob Holtby.

BACK TO SCHOOL MEANS BACK ON THE BUS



Hi Ho, Hi Ho, it's off to research the
jobs of our ancestors at the Uxbridge
Public Library!

Adam Tiler. Hawbuck. Whitewing.
Many old jobs have transformed names
over time, or have completely retired
their existence. Read on to discover
today's meaning of the above old occu-
pations. 

As the new Family History Assistant in
the Genealogy Department of the
library, I can’t help but find it fascinating
that every individual has a unique fami-
ly history. With a little research, we can
find an authentic series of events, each
written specifically about a family's line-
age.

Memories, heirlooms, old photographs
and online records hold the unique
building blocks that create each family's
story. The one aspect of family history
that often gets buried beneath the never-
ending dates is the occupations of the
predeceased. 

The professions of our ancestors often
provide valuable insights into their lives.
Job titles not only identify what an
ancestor did to provide for their family,
but also their social class, where they
lived, education, and sometimes dictated
their surname. Knowing more about our
ancestors provides a mental picture of a
person, a feeling of knowing; a connec-
tion on a level deeper than just another
branch on your family tree. 
Want to know more? Start by asking
questions at home, and then come meet
me in the Genealogy Department, locat-
ed in the Joseph Gould Room on the

main floor of the library to find out
more about your story. 
Assistant to a pickpocket. Clown. Street

sweeper. Come discover what your
ancestors did for a living. 
The Uxbridge Genealogy Group will be

making a comeback on September 19,
between 7 and 9 p.m. at the library.
There will also be an Uxbridge Public
Library booth at the Uxbridge Fall Fair
September 6th, 7th, 8th. Stop by and
learn more about “tech at your library”.
What's New: 
Preserving your family Photographs (GEN
DVD)
Read Me a Story, Stella (Marie-Louise
Gay)
The Hypnotists (Gordon Korman)
Awaken (Meg Cabot)
Bombshell (Catherine Coulter)
Dead Man's Time (Peter James)
The English Girl (Daniel Silva)
The Guts (Roddy Doyle)
The Heist (Janet Evanovich)
The Last Witness (W.E.B. Griffin)
W i t c h
Wra i th
( Te r r y
Brooks)
a n d
more!

Thurs., Aug. 29, Cruise In
Classic auto show. Entertainment
by Dance Time Road Show. 6 p.m.
to dusk, Uxbridge Arena.

Fri., Aug. 30, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 10+km,
2+hrs;  fast pace and hilly. No
dogs please. Meet at parking area
on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright
Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor, 905-477-
2161

Sat., Aug. 31, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs;  moderate pace. No dogs
please. Meet at trail entrance, west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor, 905-477-2161

Sun., Sept. 1. Music Fest,
Reachview Gardens, Uxbridge.
We welcome all ages and talents-
singing, playing an instrument,
dancing or story-telling, and our
audience is very appreciative!
905-852-6487

Sun., Sept. 1, Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m.
Bill Fritz, United Church, guest

speaker. 905-649-5158

Mon., Sept. 2, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Glasgow/Goodwood
Tracts. 2.5 hr., moderate ace loop
hike. Well-mannered dogs wel-
come. Join us for lunch afterwards.
Meet at Glasgow parking lot, just
south of Web b Rd, 4 km south of
Hwy 47. Contact: Brian & Wilma
Millage 905 853 2407

Thurs., Sept. 5, Cruise In
Classic auto show. Entertainment
by Dual Exhaust Band. 6 p.m. to
dusk, Uxbridge Arena.

Sat., Sept. 7, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. No dogs
please. Meet at the trial entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161

Sun., Sept. 8, 3rd Annual
Ride for our Vets. Check in at
8:30 a.m. at Uxbridge Legion, tour
through Haliburton Highlands.
$40 per bike/driver. Pre-register at
647-961-0358

Mon. Sept. 9, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Durham Forest. 2.5 hr.,
moderate pace hike with moderate
hills. Well-mannered dogs wel-
come. Join us for lunch afterwards.
Meet at parking lot east side of
Conc. 7, #3789, 1 km south of
Goodwood Rd. Contact: Brian &
Wilma Millage 905 853 2407

Mon., Sept. 9, Just Carry on
Singing. 7:15 p.m. Welcome to
women who like to sing and per-
form with others. Visit on Pineridge
Chorus/Sweet Adeline guest
nights. Uxbridge Music Hall. 905-
852-6327

Tues., Sept. 10, Uxbridge
Networking Group Lunch
Meeting. 8:15-9:30 a.m.
Scrambles Restaurant (Foxbridge
Golf Course). RSVP chris@direcon-
sultinginc.com or networking-
group@uxbridge.
com

Tuesdays, starting Sept. 10,
North Durham Ladies Non-
Denominational Community
Bible Study, 9:15-11:15 a.m.
Uxbridge Baptist Church. Nursery
& full kids program offered, new-
born-age 5. www.cbsicanada.org,
or call 905-852-4064

Thurs., Sept. 12, Cruise In
Classic auto show. Entertainment
by Parental Discretion. 6 p.m. to

dusk, Uxbridge Arena.

Thurs., Sept. 12, ABBAMA-
NIA. Uxbridge Music Hall, 8 p.m.
Tickets $35, available at Presents,
or 905-852-7703

Sat., Sept. 14, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike.
Meet at the trial entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905 830 2862

Sat., Sept. 14, Uxbridge
Horticultural Society. 9 - 11
a.m. Plant Sale in the parkette near
Coffee Time.

Sun., Sept. 15, Terry Fox
Run.  8:15 a.m. registration, 9
a.m. Start.  Elgin Park Bandshell.
Walk, run, bike or stroller. No
entry fee, donations directly to The
Terry Fox Foundation.  To volunteer
or more information contact
Maggie or Drew Ferraro at 905
852 2169 or mferraro@
powergate.ca

Freemasonry: A History
Hidden in Plain Sight, the new
travelling exhibit at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre, continues for the
season. Tours take place Wed. to
Sun. and holidays from 10am to
4pm. Regular tour rates apply. Visit

the website at www.uxbridgehistor-
icalcentre.com or call the museum
at 905-852-5854 for more infor-
mation.

July 3 – August 31, “Open
Doors” - St Paul's Anglican
Church. Free guided tours of this
beautiful local Church built by local
craftsmen in the 1880s.
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 1 – 3
p.m. Free cold drinks.

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. in Uxbridge Arena parking
lot. 
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for
those requiring assistance. All
donations are always appreciated.
Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Friday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good summer clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event
you’d like us to mention, please
contact us at thecosmos@power-
gate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.
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THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

ONGOING

MORE THAN A FLOWER STORE!

SEPTEMBER IS 

STOP IN FOR
specials  ·  discounted 

lamps ·  contests ·  & more!

MONTH

w w w . k e i t h s f l o w e r s h o p . c o m

VOTED BEST FLOWER 
& GIFT SHOP 2012

905-852-3029

14 Brock Street East

c locks ·  scarves ·  garden accents 
·hostess gi f ts  ·  place mats

ALWAYS SOMETHING NEW ARRIVING

Meet Me @ the Library
with Carolyn Gregory



Zephyr is a magnet for motorcycles
and bicycles from all corners of the
GTA and anyone standing at the
four corners would probably say
that the numbers are about 50/50
between the two.  

Last week, however, motorcycles
went above and beyond a pleasant
ride through Zephyr and were
parked in front of the old general
store for a quaint, country photo
shoot.  (Many thanks to Frank
and Yvette for the use of their
charming building).  

The photograph of motorcycle
and rider will become a part of a

calendar to raise awareness about
Prostate Cancer.  The calendar is
sponsored by
the Central
O n t a r i o
Chrome Divas
(a women's
m o t o r c y c l e
group) and
members of the
group are pic-
tured in the
calendar.    

Honda
Canada kindly
brought one of
their brand
new motorcy-
cles to Zephyr
for the shoot.    

The calendar
will be available
in the fall for
d i s t r i b u t i o n
across Canada.

(shown is writer Mary Dube riding
the flashy Honda motorcycle).

Street names north of Brock Street

Brownscombe Crescent connects to
Nelkydd Lane.  J. F. Brownscombe
ran a department store on the Brock
Street hill from 1893 until his death
in 1940.  His daughter, Dora, car-
ried on the business until 1970.
Mr. Brownscombe used to walk
from his house on Franklin Street
through town to his store. One time
someone with a car stopped and
asked him if he wanted a ride. He
said he didn't have time!

Many of the street names in
Uxbridge Town north of Brock
Street date back to the 1850s.
Others in more recent subdivisions
of course are newer.

Herrema Blvd. recognizes the late
Gary Herrema, who was elected
mayor of Uxbridge in 1978, and
who was chairman of Durham
Region from 1980 to 1995.
Donald St. John and family farmed

for many years just east of Uxbridge
Town, and a new street there is
called Donland Lane.
The Low family has been involved

in the furniture and undertaking
business in Uxbridge since the late
1880s. Low Blvd. honours the old-
est family operated business in
town.

Maunder Court is for Emanuel
Maunder, who was an extensive
builder and contractor in Uxbridge
in the 1870s. His brother, Richard
Maunder, was also a carpenter
here. They both built houses for
themselves in the northeast part of
town.

Nation Court recalls Dr. John
Nation, who was Uxbridge's first
medical doctor, coming here in
1847.

W. Edward Remion was clerk-
treasurer of Uxbridge Town from
1936 to 1958. His wife, Ruby
Nicholls Remion, was organist and
choir leader at Trinity United
Church for 39 years. Hence,
Remion Crescent.

Barton Lane, of course, is in the
Barton Estates development.
Walter Barton bought land here in
1916. He soon sold to Russell and
Rosena Barton, who farmed the
property. Their son, Bruce Barton
and wife Margaret followed on this
property. Related names are Rosena
Lane and Russell Barton Lane.

Bolster Lane recognizes Thomas
Bolster, who came to Uxbridge
about 1848, and built a store on the
southeast corner of Brock and Main
Streets. Eventually it was found that
the store was partly on the street
allowance and the local council
made him move it.  He later built
the Dominion Bank building on
that site.  John G. and William
Bolster were also merchants in
Uxbridge in the mid 1800s.  

The name Cosmos Avenue came
about because the cosmos is the
official flower of Uxbridge.

Glen Gould Crescent honours

Glen Gould, 1932 to 1982, a
famous Canadian classic pianist.
His grandparents, Thomas and
Alma Gold (later Gould) lived in
the northeast part of Uxbridge
Town, and his father, Russell
Herbert Gould was born there. In
1938, at five years of age, Glenn
Gould played the piano in public
for the first time at a program at
Trinity United Church in Uxbridge.
He was actually named Glen Gold,
and apparently his named was never
officially changed to Gould.

Dominion Street probably origi-
nated from "Dominion of Canada."
Gould Street was shown as "Gould

Street East" on an 1879 plan. That
was likely because Centre Road was
then also called Gould Street.
Joseph E. Gould once ran the farm
in the northeast part of town that
was later owned by the Bartons.
Stirling Street runs east from Main

Street just north of the railway line.
Sterling was the maiden name of
Joseph E. Gould's wife.
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On Heritage Trails
with Allan McGillivray

Zephyr
News
with Mary Dube



Free
FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR ELEC-
TRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,

microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of wire,

BBQs, computers, plumbing fixtures, pianos, cars, trucks,

boats, trailers, farm machinery, ski doos, lawnmowers,

motorcycles, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE

IT ALL. We also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores,

factories. 905-952-9844   8/29  

Services
HANDYMAN: Plumbing, painting, drywall - repairs &

installation for all. Painting - interior & exterior.

Electrical repairs. Carpentry rough & finish, windows &

doors installed & caulking. 905-852-1424   9/19

DRYWALL REPAIRS: Painting interior/exterior, odd

jobs, etc. 905-715-1505   9/12

WEEDS getting ahead of you? No time to make your

garden look good? Call the Garden Maids. Sandi 905-

640-0609, Rebecca 416-886-0546   8/29

PIANO & FLUTE LESSONS: Offering private lessons

in uxbridge, Sunderland and surrounding areas. Theory

also covered. Beginner to intermediate levels.

Conservatory curriculum or just for fun. Patient and

enthusiastic instruction. In-home lessons also offered.

Reasonable rates, excellent references. Sarah Pollard

905-852-0056, sarahpollard55@gmail.com   9/5

DAYCARE: Before and after school available until 5

p.m., at Coppins Corners. Buses run into Goodwood

Public and St. Joseph’s Catholic Schools with Vanessa’s

Daycare. 905-649-5174, or email raegyn@vhcontract-

inggroup.com   8/29

QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow computer or

worried you have a virus? need backups or parts fixed?

Call Kevin at Alexander Computer Services. Three years

experience at a local computer shop. Mention “cosmos”

for a special deal! 416-629-6626 or kevin@alexan-

dercs.com   8/29

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom Decks and

Yard Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,

Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood

Fences & Gates. Home Improvements and Renovations.

Specializing in Custom Design Solutions. Call Steve at

Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750   8/29

DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR PETS. Walks

and home visits. Call 905-862-0522  8/29

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates or ken-

nels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454

8/29

Wanted
HOCKEY: Average or older guys to play N/C pickup

hockey in uxbridge. Reasonable time and rates, please

respond to email averageguyhockey@gmail.com   9/5

GARAGE WANTED: local, clean garage to store

antique vehicle November to April. Must be rodent-free.

Call 905-640-7758.   8/29

FLOORING INSTALLER REQUIRED for well-estab-

lished flooring company. Experienced carpet/hard-

wood/tile-setter. Employee postion. Company trucks.

Fax resumé to 905-862-0031. 30 years serving north

Durham.   8/29

HELP WANTED:  Local residential construction compa-

ny seeking an individual interested in joining our team

of professionals currently building and renovating in the

area. Full-ime available. Provide cover letter and

resumé. Experience not required. 

Email raegyn@vhcontractinggroup.com   8/29

For Sale
10” TABLE SAW: Cast iron table and extensions.
Extends to 44”. Includes other accessories. $250. 905-
642-5697   8/29

ANTIQUES: 
• “White Mountain Creamer” Ice Cream Maker Wood  

and Metal Parts  $85
• "Bung Feet" Suitable for Antique Dresser x 4  Sqr. Head 

Cobble Nails -FIRM- $175
• Child’s High Chair, wicker seat. Antique Fittings

Refurbish or "AS IS" becomes accent piece $50
• Oak Dresser 4 + 2 1/2 Drawers Simple Design 

Brass Key Holes and Wooden Knobs. "Dovetail" Drawer   
Assembly $180

• Oak Washstand/Dresser - German/Austrian Influence. 
Back Board, FIRM  $375

• Book/Lap Tray, Wood Legs fold with Wooden Spring  
Action $75    905-852-2729

MODERN ITEMS
• Teak Table/DESK - 2 Built In Extensions opens to +7ft.  

Seats 12 $60
• Pair “Jensen” Speakers, Wood Exterior 12” sqr x 30” 

high $70
• Lounge Chair, Laminated Wood Frame, Foam Cushions   

$35
For any of the above, contact 905-852-2729

GREAT DEALS 20% OFF ALL HERBALIFE PROD-

UCTS. Go to HERBALHUB.COM Go to Paul Kellys store

and sign up. Discount Coupon “Par”. Toll Free # 1-855-

416-0368, Cell # 647-233-7800   9/26

FOUR GOOD YEAR TIRES with mag rims. Fits GM

front wheel drive. P215-60 16” directional. Less than

5,000 km. Rims never seen a winter. new $850. Sell for

$500 firm. 905-852-2919 (Len)   8/29

For Rent
QUAKER VILLAGE: Spacious 2 bed. basement apart-

ment, available Sept. 15. Just over 2 years old, located

on quiet cul de sac. Includes utilities, parking, private

entrance, satellite TV, wireless internet. First and last

months required, credit checks and references, non-

smoking, no pets. $1,300/mo. 416-602-4747   9/12

UNIQUE one bedrom, 3 level loft apartment with pri-

vate rooftop terrace in desireable downtown Uxbridge.

Suitable for single or professional couple. Non-smoking,

no pets, references required. Available Oct. 1.

$1,050/mo. plus hydro. 905-649-0094  8/29

UXBRIDGE: Bright, spacious 2 + 1 bedroom corner

suite on top floor. 2 full bathrooms, washer/dryer

ensuite, large covered blacony with BBQ hook up, under-

ground parking. No Pets/smoking. $1,600, utilities

included. Avail. Sept. 1. 905-852-9246   8/29

FOR RENT: Clean, quiet, open space, suitable for yoga

or tai chi classes. Central location. Mostly daytime

hourse. Reasonable rates. 905-852-5986   9/12

SHARE WHOLE HOUSE:  Everything included. Large

furnished bedroom for single, working male. No smok-

ing or pets. TV, parking, internet available. $525/mo.

905-852-4454   8/29

COUNTRY LIVING: Two bedroom modern apartment.

All inclusive-heat, hydro, washing, parking. No pets, no

smoking. Ideal for one person.  $750/mo. 905-655-

3004   8/29

Events
YARD SALE: Downsizing...lots of everything from
every room. Guitar, craft supplies - scrapbooking, jew-
ellery making, knitting, ceramic clay, stained glass, lots
of instructional books. Household items. Tools, Claw
Bathtub, Shower Insert, Mini Van bench and lots more...
Sat., Aug. 31 and Sun., Sept. 1 at 8 a.m. 3360
Concession 7 (3rd house south of Hwy 21)

ALPHA IS COMING TO UXBRIDGE
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Garage Doors

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“Our Lord and our God,
treat us with kindness
and let all go well for
us.” Psalm90:17

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Classified

RUSTIC

TO

CONTEMPORARY

WE’VE GOT YOU

COVERED

9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$25/week

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Helping you be ready for life! 

Best 5 year GIC rate 

2.76 % 
(Subject to minimums) 

Effective August 26, 2013 
 

LIFE INSURANCE YOU 

 

We can Help you. 

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,  

(905) 852-3184   www.investsmart.ca  



This past Monday launched the
beginning of the Uxbridge BIA's
newest initiative for downtown
improvement - "WIN THIS
SPACE".  Glance around the down-
town core  and you're sure to see a
sign in one of the vacant shop win-
dows letting you know that thatpar-
ticular space is one of the ones up for
grabs in this unique contest.

Budding entrepreneurs and those
with unique business ideas are being
asked to submit a brief description of
their idea (brief meaning not more
than 100-200 words) to the "Submit
Your Idea" page on the BIA web site
(www.uxbridgebia.ca/win-this-
space-2/), on or before October 20.

Every single submitted idea will be
reviewed by a panel of judges from
the BIA Board of Directors, and the
Business Advisory Centre Durham
(BACD). Thirty potential candi-
dates will be invited to attend the
Kick-Off event on November 5 at
the Music Hall. There, the lucky 30
will discover  what exactly is in store
for them, should they gain the covet-
ed space. These candidates will also
receive the benefit of participating in
three different business building
workshops, which will help them
work on things like creating a formal
business plan. Along the way, other,
more established business owners in
town will offer their expertise to the
candidates in a mentor capacity.

On March 6 of next year, it will be

the finale from the top five finalists,
and the grand prize winner will get
$12,000 to put towards opening a
space of his or her choice, from one
of the designated "Win this Space"
locations. The winning business
could be in place as early as the
spring.

"This is such a great opportunity,"
says Sari Pandopolous, facilitator for
the BIA. 

"It's not just about filling empty
space, but it's about people helping
other people, locally!"

This unique competition is a part-
nership between the Uxbridge BIA,
Durham Region Econimoc
Development, and the BACD.

For everything you need to know
about "Win This Space", go to the

Uxbridge BIA web site. 
Submit your idea, no matter how

crazy it may seem now, and see if
your dream might become a reality
right here in Uxbridge!

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

PRIME RIB BURGERS ARE BACK! LAMB-BURGERS! WILD BOAR LOIN CHOPS!
END THE SUMMER WITH YOUR BEST BBQ EVER!

Thur sday,  Augus t  29 th  201311The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

H
ow well do you know the highways
and byways of Uxbridge Township?
The first person each week to call into

our office number, 905-852-1900, and cor-
rectly identify the location of our photo, will
receive a prize; this week, it’s two adult
admission tickets to the Uxbridge Fall Fair.
Last week’s Viewpoints was the tip of the
sculpture on the edge of Brooks Farm, and
was guessed by Edward Beach.
Congratulations!            photos by  Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

V I E W P O I N T S

BACK TO SCHOOL PROMOTION!
FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

Student’s Cut & Colour
Get $10 OFF!

Esthetics now available
,

Receive 10% OFF all 
waxing services with Trish

Featuring

Conrad Boyce
and the poems of the 
"Bard of the Yukon" 
Robert W. Service

Thursday to Saturday
September 5, 6 & 7 at 8:00p.m.

Leaskdale Historic Church

Tickets available at Blue Heron Books from Aug.19th on

The Townships of
Brock and Uxbridge
have seven carpool
lots to choose from

For more information
visit

www.smartcommutedurham.ca 
and click on the 

“carpool lots” link

If this information is 
required in an accessible
format, please contact 

1-800-372-1102 
ext. 2550.

M A K E  C A R P O O L I N G  E A S Y !
Carpool lots in North Durham

Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian

 (by appointment)

   Available

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Rick Callaghan

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

UNIQUE CONTEST LAUNCHED TO FIND UXBRIDGE’S NEXT ENTREPRENEUR

online at
www.thecosmos.ca

Check us out!



There seems to be something about
Leaskdale that inspires people to
write. As we well know, Lucy Maud
Montgomery was inspired to her
best in the tiny manse house in this
tiny hamlet. And another author is
following those literary footsteps,
albeit in a completely different
genre, and in a completely different
way. 
Leaskdale resident Sarri Morin is
about to formally release her first
book, entitled Darkness Embraced.
It's what she calls a "paranormal
romance" (think vampires, super-
natural, werewolves), and is not for
the feint of heart. 

“Oh, you might think Twilight,
but it’s definitely not like that!”says
Sarri.

“It’s more for an adult audience,
primarily female. It’s descriptive, it’s
graphic. But I’ve tried to make it
evoke emotion, so that the reader
can identify with the heroine.”
Sarri has her first book signing for
her first book scheduled for the
beginning of next month. Not bad
for a woman who just wanted to
play a little Solitaire and take a
break from studying.

"I was just so tired of reading, and
I didn’t want to do it anymore, so I
thought I’d just go play Spider soli-
taire for a little while. The Word

program came up on the computer
instead, and the next thing I knew,
I’d written a chapter.”

That was back in 2004. Sarri put
the little chapter on a jumpdrive,
and told a couple of friends what
she’d done. They got to read the
chapter, and encouraged her to
write more.  Write more she did,
and within six months, had the
whole book down. With her hus-
band, Chris, and her mother-in-law
helping her and editing her work,
she got Darkness ready to send off to
publishing houses both here in
Canada and in the United States.
Unfortunately, the same reply often
came back in the mail - "Thank you
so much for your submission. Your
work is good but we're just not tak-
ing new clients at this time."
"It really begins to eat at you," com-
plains Sarri. "It's just too much
rejection. I almost gave up."

That's when Chris asked if maybe
she'd consider putting her book in
e-reader format. So they spent a lot
of time uploading the book to a site
called Smashwords, and finally she
got her book online, and sold it in
e-reader format for a mere $1.99.

“I didn't care what it cost!” she
laughs. “I just wanted it to be out
there!”
Darkness Embraced has ended up in

various online bookstores. Her web-
site is directly linked to her books,
and offers a tantalizing view of what
her first book entails, as well as
what’s in store for future publica-
tions. But it’s not all electronic. Sarri
is too enamoured with the feel of a
real book, so she decided to take the
book to hard copy, and self-pub-
lished. These copies will be at the
signing, which is from 1 p.m. to 3
p.m. on Saturday, September 7, at
Blue Heron Books, on Brock St.    

Darkness Embraced is still available
for e-readers, but Sarri is hoping
that eventually her books (yes, plu-
ral. Book 2 should be completed
before the end of this year, and
Book 3 is already well underway)
will be picked up by a publishing
house. 
All this while being a wife, a moth-

er to two young boys, working full-
time at a security company, and-
coaching rugby (she’s a certified

rugby coach, who used to play with
the Montreal Barbarians), soccer,
lacrosse  and hockey. 
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Summer Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix

Wholesale Prices  Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products  • Triple Mix

• Screenings    • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone  • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road    905-852-4974

Open to the Public - 
Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

August 29 - SHIMODA FAMILY ENSEMBLE

This
Friday
at the 
Foster

Shimoda Family Ensemble performs on recorders, oboe and harpsi-
chord, from solo to quartet. Their program focuses on music from the
baroque period, both well-known and lesser known composers. The
ensemble performs with a special guest, viola da gamba player Linda
Deshman, a member of the Cardinal Consort of Viols and The Toronto
Continuo Collective.

Leaskdale unleashes “Darkness” and another writer
into the world


