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WHITE CHRISTMAS - Final week to catch the Uxbridge Youth Theatre’s production of Irving Berlin’s, White Christmas. The musical is playing at the Uxbridge Music Hall on December 8th, 9th and 10th at 7:30pm. 
Tickets are available at Presents, Presents, Presents. Come out and see the who’s dreaming of a white Christmas; it might be the only one we get this year.  Photo by Stuart Blower
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Uxpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831

Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081

Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854

Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547

Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon.,Wed., Fri., Sat. 9:30 am - 5 pm

Tues., Thurs. 9:30 am - 9pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 2 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

Uxbridge Arts Association:  . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee Meeting
Schedule for December

Monday,
December 12th 

Council   
9:30 a.m.

Monday,
December 19th 
Budget Meeting 

9:30 a.m.

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela
Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24 

WINTER PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES:
REGISTRATION OPENS on MON. DEC. 12 at
9:30am., with payment by cash or cheque only,
for the following programs. SPACES OFTEN
FILL QUICKLY

WIGGLES 'N' GIGGLES'. Ages 2 1/2 - 3 1/2, 
10-10:45 am. Cost:  $20.00/child with adult
Stories, games and craft activities with staffer
Cathy Reesor. Lots of fun and a great way to
make new friends! Four classes to run alternate
Mondays & Tuesdays, starting January 9&10
(miss Feb. 20 & 21) Choose the day to best fit
your schedule.

'MUSICAL MOMENTS'.  Ages 6-18mos., 10:15-
10:45 am; Ages 19-36+ mos., 11-11:30 am.
Cost: $50.00/child with adult. 
Kathy Reid-Naiman will conduct toe tapping,
interactive activities to include fingerplays and
songs, along with various musical instruments.
8 Thursdays, January 12-March 1.

'IT'S MY TURN' Ages 1-2, 10-10:45 am. This
program is offered free of charge through
Ontario Early Years, Durham Region. Enjoy
songs and various action games and stories, to
enhance development skills for toddlers.  Four
Wednesdays, February 15-March 7.

HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
SIGN UPS OPEN ON DEC. 12
(spaces limited)

Family Movie Night, Thur. Dec. 29,
'Dolphin Tale' 6:30-8:30 pm. Cost:  $2.00.
Water and snacks sold during the show.  Tickets
ahead of time or at the door if some left.
'Celebrate Winter' with crafts, activi-
ties and lots of fun. Thur. Jan. 5, Grds.
Jk-Sk, 10:00-11:00 am, Cost:  $3.00.
Thurs. Jan. 5, Grds. 1-3, 1:30-3:00 pm, Cost:
$3.50.
'The Price is Right' PowerPoint format
of the game show!  Fri. Jan. 6, Grds. 4-
7, 1:30-3:30 pm, Cost:  $4.00 (Scene It or
Sing It on Xbox if time!) 

'CHRISTMAS COOKIES' OPEN HOUSE
Everyone welcome Dec. 19-23 from 11:00 am-
closing time. Relax, enjoy a warm drink and a
tasty treat. Take a break, meet a friend or simply
spend a little time to browse and check out
materials from our seasonal selection!

COMING IN 2012….
UXBRIDGE LIBRARY
CELEBRATES 125 YEARS
IN UXBRIDGE!
Various projects are being planned for commu-
nity involvement. The first, already kicked off, is
a contest for children in grds. Jk-8 to 'Design-a-
Bookmark'. Entries close on Monday, December
19.  Ask at the library for details or check our
website at www.uxlib.com

2010 MUNICIPAL PERFORMANCE
MEASUREMENT PROGRAM

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Ontario Government has mandated
a Municipal Performance Measurement
Program (MPMP) which requires
municipalities to submit financial and
related performance data to the
Province and the Public on a range of
services. The Township of Uxbridge's
MPMP data for 2010 are available on
the Township's website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.

2012 BUDGET DEBATE
MONDAY DEC. 19

9:30 am   Budget Meeting
MONDAY JAN 16

Finance Committee approval
MONDAY JAN 23

Council adoption of budget

             

 

 

UXBRIDGE INDOOR WALKING  TRAIL 

Want to stay active during the winter months?  
Walk the Indoor Trail , in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School 

 
Monday and Wednesday  evenings  

November 2/11  April  30/12 
Indoor Trail is open from 6:00  8:00 p.m.  

 7:00 p.m.  
 

Volunteers Needed!   Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831  
 

Annual fee of $25 - sign up at Uxpool or at the door  
No fee for children under 12  

Please use the doors on the east side of the school 
 

Bring comfortable indoor shoes for walking  cloak room available 
All welcome  children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult 

No running, walking poles or strollers 
 

PURCHASE A COPY OF THE
TORONTO STREET MURAL

You can now purchase an 8”x10” copy of
the original photograph of the Toronto
Street mural for $10 (incl. tax) from the
Uxbridge Public Library or Uxbridge
Township Office. This is a fundraiser for
Uxbridge Historical Centre, and all pro-
ceeds from the sale of the mural will help
support future programming and exhibits.

PUBLIC TENDER
QUOTE NO. Q11-30

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
FOR DESIGN/BUILD SKATE-

BOARD PARK AND AMENITIES

SCOPE: The Township of Uxbridge
requires the services of a company to
design/build a new skateboard park in
the Township of Uxbridge.

SEALED PROPOSALS, using the
envelope template provided will be
received by the undersigned until:

3:00 PM (local time),
Friday January 13th, 2012.

Debbie Leroux, Clerk

Quote specifications may be picked up
from the Clerk’s Department during 
normal office hours of 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The lowest or any proposal will not necessarily
be accepted.

WINTER REMINDERS
OVERNIGHT PARKING
Please be advised that By-law 89-52 as
amended prohibits overnight parking from
November 1 until April 1 between the hours
of 2 am and 7 am on roadways and
Municipal lots within the Township of
Uxbridge.
SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52,
it is an offence to stop any vehicle on a
highway in such a manner as to interfere
with the movement of traffic or the clearing
of snow from the highway?  

Please make sure you park off any high-
way or roadway so as to permit snow
removal equipment and vehicles to clean
the streets during the winter season.  
SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states
every owner/occupant of any building or
vacant lot within the Township of Uxbridge
shall clear all snow and ice from any side-
walk(s) adjacent to their property within 24
hours after the accumulation of snow
and/or ice.
SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW
Please keep the Township Snowmobile By-
Law in mind while operating your motorized
snow vehicle this winter season. You are
not permitted to ride your snowmobile on
any sidewalks, park lands or any other
Township property except to cross. Any per-
son found in contravention of this By-Law is
liable to a fine.



A tall man with a bushy mous-
tache, Fred Bendell is hard not to
notice. Especially when he is
involved in so many things
around town. We decided it was
time to invite him for a cup of
coffee with The Cosmos.
Where do I start with you, Fred?
You're with the Uxbridge
Horsemen's Association, SOFA,
the Rotary Club . . 
No, I was with the Rotary Club for
a couple of years.
Okay. Now you're with the
Optimist Club and isn't there
something else?
The Uxbridge Oilies hockey club.
I'm somewhat inactive with the
Horsemen's Association right now.
Not as active as I was.
I thought you were a driving force
behind the UHA.
Well, I sought of passed the reins
to Kevin (Alcock) when he took
over as president. He came in with
lots of enthusiasm and some great
ideas.
Since we've started with the
UHA, how long have you been a
member?
I think 20 years. I got involved
through Jim Young a long time
ago.
I think maybe the club has
become more widely known since
Everything Equine started up.
It's an excellent facility, opportuni-
ty and show. It's been going about
four or five years now. It was
Kevin's idea. Basically, he thought
we needed a stronger presence in
the township. Horses are huge in
our township and quite often we
just go our own way and keep
quiet. But this type of thing brings
people to our town, it enhances
our knowledge about how to raise
horses, about training, care, and
that type of thing. It helps us take
one step forward in better under-
standing the equine industry.
Does the UHA have an end goal
or is it more of a social thing?
Well, it started out with three cou-
ples on a veranda saying there's a
lot of folks out here with horses
that we don't know, and we'd like
to meet them and maybe share
some good times with them. Then
they introduced shows at Elgin
Park, and friendly competition,
and out of that came the rodeo,
which has been going for years
now at the fair. Then we'd have
information nights. We'd bring in
a blacksmith and do a session on
how to care for feet, how to handle
splits, that type of thing. We had
folks come in to talk about proper
feed.
I gather the UHA is not confined
to those who ride Western sad-
dles.
Definitely not.
What do you ride?

Western. I'm more comfortable
with Western. But it's a good ques-
tion, because, very simply, there
always was this difference between
a Western rider and an English
rider. The eliteness. It was always
interpreted that an English rider
had better contact with the horse,
had a tougher saddle to stay on. So
one of the goals, initially, was to
break that barrier down. Whether
you ride Western or English, if you
ride a horse, we're all in this
together.

Over the years, I've seen you in
the Santa Claus parade on your
horse, always wearing a cowboy
hat. Are you from the West,
because you scream cowboy at
me?
I guess in another life I was a cow-
boy. When I was a kid, my dad had
a couple of saw horses. I'd take
them and saddle them up and ride
the saw horse, pretending I was
riding a cattle herd. When I grew
up, I wanted to buy a horse. I've
since been to the Rocky Mountains
on pack horse trips. I did a cattle
drive in Montana a few years ago.
I've been to the Calgary Stampede
a few times. So you hit the mark.
Now on weekends, you trade the
comfort of the saddle for the
speed of the hockey skates. Is it
correct that SOFA stands for
Sunday Old Farts Association?
Actually, Dave Smith started the
league, and they called it Smitty's
Old Farts Association, and that
sort of stuck. What happened with
the men's Sunday night league
was, a lot of guys started getting
older - in their 40s and 50s - and
just didn't feel comfortable as it
got faster and Dave decided to start
a Sunday morning league for guys
over 50, just for the fun of the
game. It's strictly recreational
hockey. We don't keep score and
there's no contact. It's the kind of
league where if somebody gets hurt
or stumbles, everyone stops and
make sure they're okay. We balance
the four teams in the league so we
have fun at it, and there's seldom
penalties. But it's good hockey.
And you're a member of the
Optimists?
Yes, a past president.
How long with them?
Oh, about five years.

Why did you go to the Optimists
instead of going back to the
Rotary?
Our daughter, Catherine, won the
prestigious Optimist award when
she graduated from high school.
We weren't aware of the award.
Katie applied for it for community
activities, for academics and for
involvement at the school and she
won it. So, we said we need to
know more about this club. They
go out of their way to help the
youth. So it made sense for Sue
(Fred's wife) and I to join together
and take part as a couple, because
for many years it was me and the
horse, me and hockey, and she was
at home, my biggest supporter. I
was president for three years.
So the Fantasy of Lights came in
under your watch?
Actually, Brent Lund, his father
was an Optimist in St. Thomas
and they started one there years
ago. At one point, they had 128
entries. It was huge. So when he
joined the club, he said they'd had
the Fantasy of Lights for years and
wondered if it wouldn't be great in
Uxbridge. Elgin Park - I love that
park. It's the perfect spot and that
little drive around is perfect. So we
mapped it out and saw it would be
a great place to do it and away we
went.
If I'm not mistaken, this year's
Fantasy will be the biggest yet.
Up to 32 entries from 21 last year.
We have 50 spots and people are
welcome. You just have to have
LED lights and a creative mind to
put something together.
What does the Fantasy do for the
club in terms of financing or
awareness?
Well, the thing we do is support
youth in Uxbridge, like being
sponsors of the 1st Uxbridge
Scouts. We're supporting scholar-
ships at the high school, we're sup-
porting the youth centre, we're
committed to help with the new
skate park financially. So we look
for those things that help the youth
in our community grow. So the
Fantasy of Lights is all donations.
Everything we do in the Optimists
is to give back. The Duck Derby,
for example, is a family day and it's
free, no charge. Fantasy of Lights is
the same thing. It's like, let's pro-
mote this park. We have a great
park here. People in this town are
very generous and everything we
make goes back to the youth. We
support the youth of Uxbridge.
We've actually had people request-
ing support for clubs in Durham
Region but our mandate is you
must live in Uxbridge.
Now getting back to your active
lifestyle, you used to coach hock-
ey?
I coached youth hockey when

Kyle, my son, was growing up. I
coached Atom and Novice and
Minor Peewee. It was house league.
And I coached youth soccer and I
got into baseball as a coach.
With all that involvement...
And don't forget uxperience.
Oh yes. You were in the chorus,
were you not?
Fred Cotie got me involved in that
one about the second year, I think.
I was involved for 12 years, on and
off.
You seem to have a drive to get
involved, Fred. Where does that
come from?
If you're going to be part of some-
thing, get involved. If you live in
the community, get involved. You
actually meet people. My mom was
very involved in Girl Guides and
the church and when I was grow-
ing up she'd get me involved. I
went to Cubs and Scouts and I was
in the Venturers and Rovers. Mom
was the one who got behind us.
"Get involved."
With all this involvement, you
can't spend much time at home.
But a lot of the time is with my
kids. I coached Katie in baseball.
I'd take the youth group at church
on canoe trips and Katie was part
of that. And my biggest supporter,
Sue, is always behind me to make
sure we've got the time to spend
together.
Fred, it seems any time I hear
your name, it's because you're
promoting something, and I
mean that in a good way.
Well, if you see a need, go and fix
it, make it better. Like the addition
to the high school - I was chair of
the committee for that addition.
If I remember rightly, you were
involved in an attempt to get a
theatre addition on the school as
well.

Yes. The
Uxbridge
Centre for
the Arts. It
became a
monetary
challenge that we weren't big
enough as a town to support.
When our school council decided
it was time to upgrade the high
school, I couldn't believe some of
the stuff our students were working
with. Old chemistry labs and an
old gym. So we got involved and
said "This is wrong". When you go
south of Highway 7, they're build-
ing all these new schools and addi-
tions, and up here we're dealing
with old and used. So I agreed to
chair the committee. Ted Barris
was involved and helped us with
our presentation to the board to
convince them to give us the
money.
You just couldn't get them to give
the extra money for the theatre?
We felt there was a need in this
town for something bigger than
the Music Hall. Don't get me
wrong: it's a great facility, But we
saw the Markham Theatre and we
saw the Oshawa and Whitby the-
atres and we thought "why not
here?" So when we got the green
light for the addition from the
board, we had input on the cafete-
ria and the library. During the con-
versations the board director at the
time said "what about a theatre?"
So when they built the addition
they actually built facilities beside
the cafeteria to put a theatre there.
But the big challenge is raising the
money. So, is it dead? No. The
pilot light's still on.
Fred, we have to end it there. 
Thank you.
Thank you.

A Cup of Coffee...     with Fred Bendell by Roger Varley
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Quality Antique Country Pine Furniture and Accessories at
Significantly Reduced Prices from a Very Large Inventory

Located on Hwy.12  •  2 kms north of 7A  •  Manchester
Directly west of Port Perry

905.985.7179
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our two cents

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Hope repurposed

Uxbridge breathed a collective sigh of relief last week as word of Michael Larcombe's
homecoming traversed the digital highways that had been lined with pictures, pleas
and prayers. Since his abrupt early morning departure last Monday, until his return late
Wednesday night, Michael was part of our consciousness. We cursed the rain, the snow,
the cold, not for the usual winter is coming reasons but because of how it would affect
Micheal, affect the search, affect the trail we hoped would lead to him. We rallied
around hope.

The fear was Michael had been enclosed by an unrelenting darkness that had some-
how forced his young hand. Hope, the antidote to despair, became the rallying call. On
wrists, on hands, on posters, the word hope was a beacon, a shield against negative
thoughts. The community, led by the Uxbridge Secondary School student body, banded
behind the word. Social media pulsed, creating concentric circles of concerned family,
friends and strangers. The center point was his family who, upon discovering Michael
missing from home, sounded the alarm. Some may lament the pervasive connectivity
of today's youth but when viewed through the lens of the events of last week one can
only marvel at its effectiveness.

The students pulled together for their fellow student, their teacher and ultimately for
themselves, creating a shield of hope for a student body that has suffered too many
losses of late.

But what if we took those same networking skills and applied them, with the same
fervour, on another project that could have lasting benefits to our community - to a
community of Michael Larcombe's peers, a community composed primarily of teenage
boys.  
What if the internet-savvy and the Facebook fan alike took it upon themselves to sup-

port the Uxbridge Skate Park Committee's bid for a piece of the Aviva Community Fund
competition pie. The competition allows community groups to submit proposals to help
make a positive impact in their own communities.  

Of the two Uxbridge-based proposals, the bid to build a permanent skate park in a
permanent location is the only one to make it to the semi-final round. A windfall of
$50,000 (to go along with the $75,000 dollars donated this week by the Rotary Club)
earmarked for a future skate park is only a few short clicks away. Advancement to the
next level is dependent on our votes. Each person who registers is allotted 15 votes they
can cast over a 15 day period - one vote per day. 

Visit the skateparknow.com site to register or follow this link 
www.avivacommunityfund.org/users/registration/profile.
Last week, we saw how connected we are, both electronically and emotionally. We ral-

lied around hope then, and while the skate park is not a case of life or death situation,
we can do it again.

Letters to the Editor
Finally, the big production to
create the roundabout on
Brock Street and Concession 6
was finished, as promised, at
the end of October 2011. I tried
it out coming from Uxbridge
on Conc. 6 and I  got almost hit
by a car zooming through the
roundabout from Brock, going
east. There is a very meek sign
saying "Yield", which is not
very significant. It is just too
mild.

I was also very puzzled when
reading the directions - Now,
where is Brock Street? Leading
me east or west? It is Nr. 8,
but where to go, when I have
never been in this area? The
same goes with Conc. 6,
where is north or south?
Instead of going to Uxbridge
and perhaps visiting one of its
nice restaurants ( I like
The Tin Mill and the other
interesting small stores) I might
end up at Lake Simcoe. Also, I
might miss the excellent library.

This roundabout looks very
nice but collisions will still hap-
pen.

Whatever became of the old
and trustred 4-way sign, or just
a traffic-light? Perhaps a lot of
money could have been saved.

Irene Mayerhofer
Uxbridge

It was of personal interest, when
our daughter-in-law, who enjoys
reading The
Uxbridge Cosmos, brought to
our attention the article con-
cerning Thomas Foster.

My late brother, Sydenham
Parker Harvey (Syd), was an
architectural modeler, who was
employed by Balmer and
Blakely of Toronto, who were
responsible for the ornamenta-
tional designs sculpted interior-
ly and exteriorly. Mention was
made of the architects (Madill
and Graig), so I assume that
they hired the modelers. I was
ten years old at that time and
my brother was quite busy with
various projects that Balmer
and Blakely were involved in,
such as Eatons College Street
("new store")
and other "Depression proj-
ects".

Please give my e-mail address
to Allan McGillivray, as Syd also
did "modelling" for another res-
ident of your area. His name
doesn't come to mind this
minute, but he
had a large estate built at a sim-
ilar time, and he was famous for
"health foods",
under the brand name of
"Roman Meal.

Please keep me informed, as to
further historical unearthings. 

Rob Harvey
Toronto

I just finished reading the
Cosmo online as I do every
week when I noticed Fred
Bendall was at council explain-
ing why he was not in favour of
the extra $50.00 fee for out of
town players who play in the
SOFA league on Sunday morn-
ings. I am one of those players. I

was born in Uxbridge, educated
in Uxbridge and worked in
Uxbridge until I retired in 1993.
I drive from Peterborough
every Sunday morning to play
hockey at 7a.m. because of the
love of the game. More impor-
tantly because I have a lot of old
friends there and I like to  visit
with them. I don't necessarily
need the hockey, because I play
lots of hockey here in
Peterborough. I moved to
Peterborough in 1991 because
both my family and my wife’s
were here.      

We visit Uxbridge and our
friends there throughout the
year, and also take part in a lot
of fund raising events such as
the hospital 1/2 marathon and
Bonner Boys park just to name
a couple. I remember canvassing
for the new arena and as a Black
Hawk member contributing
by organizing many fund rais-
ing events to have the arena
built. I am not the only one that
plays in the league as an "out of
towner" who has done as much
but I cannot speak for them.

I enjoy the SOFA league very
much but I will refuse to pay an
extra $50.00 in order to play in
it under the circumstances. It is
not the money, but the princi-
ple. Hopefully, it doesn't come
to that. I think whoever
thought of this idea should  put
some more thought into it, and
come up with another alterna-
tive.

Gene More 
Peterborough
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An Actor’s Nightmare
This isn't an updated version of the one act play that many of us studied in drama

class in high school. And I don't think it's repeating or treading upon the toes of my esteemed Cosmos colleague Jen
C. who tries to make her living solely by performing for other people. It is a very real story, however, and one that I
think Jen may relate to. 

I am fortunate enough to be able to call myself a semi-professional actor, in that I get paid to do what I love - act-
ing on a stage. I am currently in production of my fifth show with the Herongate Barn Theatre, north of Pickering. But
this play has been unlike anything I, or my cast mates, for that matter, have ever experienced before. 

You see, this play, called Rock N' a Hard Place, was written for those of us who are on stage. Lighting and technical
director Michael LeBlanc took up his pen last year and wrote a play with seven particular actors in mind. That play has
undergone an arduous birthing process, morphed into something quite different than what it started out as, and is now
the “Christmas Show” at The Barn.

It's been hell.
When I first got the script, I was, of course, excited to see just what kind of character had been created for me. I read

it through, and I cried. Was this what Michael thought of me? Was I as one-dimensional as this person on the page in
front of me? I completely get that not all lead roles are the plums - quite often the supporting roles are much more
juicy and entertaining, but cripes, this was supporting the supporting roles! Perhaps my opinion of myself was just a
little too high... 
We did a read through after much of the preliminary morphing had occurred, and I was still not very happy with my

character. Even worse, her name was Lisa - just a little too close to home. I pushed for Kelly, but to no avail. I always
wanted to be called Kelly.
I seriously considered bailing on the project, as I didn't think I wanted to commit the time necessary to do a run (two

months) for a role I detested. But that marvelous entity called the actor's ego clicked in one evening as I was ponder-
ing the problem - I realized that, if this play actually made it to the stage, and if this play actually got published, and
if I was one of the actors who premiered it, then my name would be in the cast of characters that appears at the front
of a script when it says “First produced in the Such-and-such Theatre on Such-and-such a date” and you read the names
and, even though you have no idea who they really are, you're impressed because their names are at the beginning
of the script. My name would be there, and actors the world over would wonder who I was! Ego won, I agreed to the
show. 

Not to brag about my thespian abilities or anything, but I think I've managed to turn Lisa into a pretty interesting
little character. I thoroughly enjoy playing her, and the play has come together really well. We've reached the point
where we're having fun on stage, and are comfortable. Almost. We'd be perfectly happy if it weren't for the audi-
ences. Now I know I've done a column before on the different types of audiences that exist. But this is a whole new
world. 

When a cast gets handed its scripts, 99.9% of the time it's a published work. It's been performed. It's out there.
People may know it, it has a history. A track record. So when you perform the piece, you have an idea of where the
highs and lows should be, where the laughs are, what the people will like and don't like. So if an audience comes in
and just doesn't seem to get it and crickets are the loudest sound around for miles, it's easy to blame them (the peo-
ple, not the crickets). Nothing wrong with the script, you say, it's got Samuel French's name behind it! Must be the
bums in the seats. Pun intended. With this show, however, it's different. WAY different. Each joke that doesn't get a
giggle, each gag that seems to go unseen - we're all taking it very personally. How can we not?! Each actor is asking
him or herself “Is it me? Is it us? Does the play stink? Should we just quit now? Should this have never happened?”
all the time. Heaven forbid we have two “dud” nights in a row, we're all ready to go home and slit our wrists over it
all. The next night, though, we might bring the house down and get a standing ovation. Then we all get backstage,
high five one another and convince ourselves that we knew it all along, it's a great show, must just be the audiences.
It's hell.
Being that insecure night after night, wanting people to like it so badly and giving everything you've got to make that
happen - I never been so drained after performing. And never felt so much a part of something “new, and great, and
exciting!” (that's one of my lines…) I'm proud of the show, I think we all are. And we know we're doing it justice.
Yet we're putty in the hands of the almighty audience, without whom there wouldn't be a show. 

Got a frail ego and a desire to please? Be an actor. It's hell. And I love it.
(Rock N' a Hard Place really is a funny show and should be seen by all - it runs at Herongate Barn Theatre until
December 31. Shameless self promotion.)

the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Building Better Citizens
The young man stole the show, when it was my job to do it. I had just finished a 30-

minute talk at a military dinner in Etobicoke. There were about a hundred young people in the audience, members
of the Royal Canadian Air Cadets (RCAC) No. 700 Squadron. I thought my talk - about the romance of aviation and
the roots of national service - had gone well. I had managed to capture, and keep, the attention of 12- to 18-year-
olds. The end of my talk brought a genuine thank-you from a young warrant officer. Then, a young man with ser-
geant stripes on his sleeve rose to speak.

“Four years ago, I was an irresponsible kid. I didn't get along with my parents. I bad-mouthed everybody,” he said.
“But today in the cadets it's just the opposite.”

Sgt. Isaac Ramos was about to step down as the President of the Mess Committee (PMC). But standing there in front
of his peers and holding the gavel of authority, the teenager wanted to make a couple of points in departing. He want-
ed to thank the Royal Canadian Air Cadets and the league that sponsors them for the impact on his life. But he also
felt motivated to encourage the younger cadets to follow in his footsteps.

“Get involved,” Ramos said. “It'll make a difference in your life.”
Throughout the mess dinner, the cadets sat at banquet tables and enjoyed prepared meals and drinks (Pepsi and

ginger ale). The young men and women engaged in mock arguments and dispensing of justice over such things as
illegal passing of notes, cross-table conversation and improper use of cell phones. Meanwhile, I sat at the head table
with members of the sponsoring committee and the commanding officers (adults) who direct the RCAC programming.
I learned that the Department of National Defence funds about 450 squadrons like No. 700, with a membership of
about 23,000 Air Cadets. During four years of membership, cadets gain instruction in citizenship, leadership, survival
training and the basics of aviation and aeronautics.

“The pinnacle of cadet training are gliding and flying scholarships for qualified cadets,” the CO said.
“That's what these young people strive for?” I asked.
“That's right,” he said. “About 20 per cent of private pilots in Canada are ex-Air Cadets.”
Which means that the extracurricular studies, physical training, support of the annual Poppy campaign and other

community service activities all come from the heart of each squadron's youth ranks. And if Sgt. Ramos was to be
believed, the RCAC also cultivates tomorrow's leaders. 
I thought about such tangible benefits to society in the wake of the comments of a Toronto councillor this week. Coun.

Doug Ford (the Toronto mayor's brother) wants the Toronto district school board to circulate brochure material pub-
lished by the creators of the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). The brochure, according to the Toronto Star, touts
something called UFC Community Works, a program promoting “discipline, respect, teamwork, honesty, time manage-
ment and physical fitness.” In other words, the Toronto councillor would like to see the TDSB embrace the UFC's pro-
motional values, while bringing its commercial values of no-holds-barred pugilism into Toronto schools.
I suspect most have seen these so-called UFC exhibitions of strength and endurance during which opponents conduct

slug fests with the rewards going to the last man standing. The marriage of that sort of commercial exploitation of
violence and the UFC's endorsement of discipline and time management rang rather hollow to me. But then, in a civic
atmosphere that would prefer to see fewer library hours and less public swimming time in favour of an internation-
al amusement park on the Lake Ontario shoreline, why should anyone be surprised? One hopes the TDSB recognizes
the wolf in sheep's clothing and refuses UFC entry to its hallways and students' minds.

When a lot of us were younger, there were plenty of extracurricular institutions where we could find the answers to
questions about relationship building, appropriate behaviour and positive attitudes. Some found their way via Boys
Scouts or Girl Guides. Others learned leadership skills in Red Cross swimming programs or team-building at local out-
lets of the YMCA or YWCA. I found Scouts uninspiring and didn't have a YMCA close by. I found inspiration from intra-
mural hockey and baseball and a public school coach named Mike Malott. He taught us how to play hard, depend on
each other, and win or lose with dignity and pride.

“It's about giving, not about getting,” Coach Malott always said.
Clearly, young Sgt. Ramos had chosen to explore his options in the Royal Canadian Air Cadets. There was no guar-

antee he would ever become either a civilian or military aviator. But along the way he had learned respect for his
peers, a love for his country and a strong sense of himself.
“I owe everything to the Cadets,” he said.

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Cassibo



Noise bylaw bounced again:
Members of council had so many
questions Monday about parts of a
proposed new noise bylaw that they

decided to table it
for a second time
to give councillors
time to submit
questions and/or
amendments to
staff. It will be
reconsidered in
January.

Mayor Gerri-
Lynn O'Connor opened the discus-
sion by grilling chief bylaw officer
Andre Gratton on a number of
points.  She said one, which pro-

hibits "creating or permitting any
noise likely to disturb the peace and
enjoyment of any inhabitants of the
township", was open ended and
subjective.

Mr. Gratton agreed. "It's at the
discretion of the officer if it is
chargeable."
The mayor described as subjective

a portion that prohibits "yelling,
shouting, hooting, whistling,
singing or the playing of any musi-
cal instrument or stereo" between
11 p.m. and 7 a.m.

Mr. Gratton said that clause
would be used in the case of people
making a noise when leaving a bar
or a party. He did not explain
whether it would be laid against the
noisemakers or the owners of the
bar or the hosts of the party,  if, in
fact, a charge could be laid.

Councillor Pat Mikuse said she
has received calls from township
farmers  concerned about some
provisions in the bylaw. She said a
clause prohibiting loading, unload-
ing, and delivery of produce
between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m. could
affect farmers who have to take
their produce to market early in the
morning. Of the clause which, in
effect, bans lawnmower usage after
7 p.m., Ms. Mikuse said she often
cuts her lawn after 8 p.m. "and so
do most of my neighbours".

Mayor O'Connor suggested the
clause should be changed from 7
p.m. - 9 p.m.

Councillor Gordon Highet want-
ed to know how the bylaw is to be
enforced if the infractions all occur
after the bylaw office is closed. Mr.
Gratton said it would be enforced,
but not necessarily at the time the
complaint is made.

Clerk Debbie Leroux said most of
the restrictions in the proposed new
bylaw already exist in current noise
bylaws.
"All we're doing is massaging a few

things," she said.
It was then that the mayor sug-

gested it be tabled to allow council-
lors time to give additional com-
ments.

Council decided to act on one
part of the bylaw. Addressing a dep-
utation made previously by Vince's
Market, in which they sought leave
to bring in produce on Sundays.
The mayor moved that Vince's be
given permission  to receive deliver-
ies between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on
Sundays and holidays for up to six
months. The motion passed.
Part-time position made perma-
nent: Following presentation of his
noise bylaw, Mr. Gratton submitted
a report asking that the position of
part-time bylaw officer now be
made permanent.

He told councillors the part-time
officer was needed because the
bylaw office did not have time to
look after parking infractions. In
response to a question, however, he

said the addition of the part-time
position does not give the township
24-hour bylaw coverage. He said
the township is covered from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

The permanent part-time officer
will add just over $25,000 in salary
and benefits to the bylaw depart-
ment's budget.

His request was granted by coun-
cil.
Another group seeks end to non-
resident fees: Council received a
letter from the Uxbridge Ladies
Slo-Pitch League asking the town-
ship to reconsider the $50 fee it
charges non-residents who play at
local sports facilities.

Lisa Relf, president of the league,
said 54 women - or 60 percent of
the players - are from outside the
township and the non-resident fee
could be detrimental to the league.

Councillor Mikuse said she could
see the fee leading to the decline of
baseball in the township, "which
would be a shame". However,
Councillor Bev Northeast said that
without the fees, the ball park in
Goodwood would be "inundated"
with teams from Stouffville.

Councillor Highet opined that
$50 spread over 20 or 30 games
was "peanuts," and suggested  play-
ers spend more than that on beer.
Councillor Pat Molloy offered that
"people think we're making money
out of this. We're not."

Council shorts: Director of
Public Works, Ben Kester, recom-
mended residents on Oakside Drive
be spared the erection of a fence at
the rear of their properties. Instead
the township will plant one tree at
the end of each lot over the next
two years but will leave room for a
fence in the future if residents con-
tinue to encroach on greenspace
behind their homes.

Council agreed to a resident's
request to lower the speed limit to
50 kph on Concession 6 between
Ball Road and the roundabout on
Regional Road 8.   

Durham Region has turned down
a request from Uxbridge to prohib-
it left turns on to Mill Street from
Toronto Street South, saying six
accidents in the past seven years
does not suggest a safety problem.
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley

Notes from the Dec. 5 
Council meeting

Quilt dedication at the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Photo by Nancy James



by Shelagh Damus

Hope was rewarded with Michael
Larcombe's safe return last
Wednesday evening. 

His family, parents Debbie Duane
and siblings Samantha, Rebecca,
Jordan and Ethan, were over-
whelmed by the support offered by
the community and region.
“Whether they prayed silently,
searched on foot, sent food, tied a
ribbon on a tree, hung posters,
donated services, we want to thank
them. To adequately thank every
person in this community who was
part of the heartfelt and over-
whelming response we received is
impossible,” says Debbie. 

Early the previous Monday morn-
ing, Larcombe crept out of his fam-
ily home and embarked on a long
solitary journey. With $10.75 in his
pocket and Toronto as his goal, he
Googled a walking path to the city,
and set off on foot. He was in
Stouffville before anyone was aware
of his disappearance. 

He walked on, day and night,
south to Scarborough then west to
Toronto. With occasional stops in
24 hour Tim Hortons, he was sus-
tained by three small ice cappucci-

nos, and what sleep he could catch
head down on a table. In the heart
of Toronto, he had just finished
such a nap when he met a young,
homeless man named Darryl. A
conversation ensued wherein
Darryl divulged details of his life
that painted a less than ideal pic-
ture.  Few teenagers think their sit-
uation is ideal, but for Larcombe it
was a moment of clarity.  He
bought Darryl a sandwich with the
last of his money, and began his
journey home.

His cell phone remained in
Uxbridge, and in a strange twist of
fate, Larcombe, the product of the
cellularly-connected generation,
was unfamiliar with the concept of
making a collect call. So he walked.
And walked. And walked. 

In total, he walked approximately
130 km, all the while he was
unaware of the impact his disap-
pearance was having on the com-
munity. “He was oblivious, to the
search effort, Facebook communi-
cations and the television press his
story was getting” says Debbie. 

Apparently, there was no specific
trigger that set him off, or forced a
response. “He doesn't know why he
did it,” says Debbie, who attributes

the episode to “teenage brain,” That
bundle of cells that is somewhat
self-centered and not fully-devel-
oped when it comes to reasoning
and logic. “He thought if people
believed he wasn't coming back,
they wouldn't look for him.” 

The viral-like spread of news sur-
rounding Michael's disappearance
over the internet amazed both par-
ents. “We've heard it went as far as
California,” says Duane. “It is a tes-
tament to the small town environ-
ment.” 

The hope campaign, which began
in the high school and took on a life
of its own, was inspiring and sus-
tained the family through the dark
hours. Working to find Michael
during the day kept them busy.
“The nights, when no one was
there, were the hardest,” says
Duane. 

“I will never walk past a missing
child poster without thinking about
what those parents are going
through,” says Debbie “because I
now know.” Most of us know the
fear that grips us when we lose a
child at a mall for a few minutes,
“but it is totally different” when
your child's face is the one on the
poster.

Duane recognizes the sacrifices
that students, community members
and working professionals made in
their efforts to search for Michael;
the time away from their families,
from their studies, from their lives,
to help his family. “We are so grate-
ful to the community,” says Duane
who also laments the limits words
have in adequately expressing their
appreciation. 

As for Michael, his journey on
foot ended near Bloomington Side
Road and the York Durham Line.
On Wednesday evening, Sydney
Scuralli, a former neighbour of the
Larcombes, was returning from
Stouffville with a friend. From her
driver seat vantage point, she spot-
ted the thin frame of a dishevelled
teen walking along. The mission
cleared with her parents by phone,

she pulled alongside the exhausted
boy and asked him his name.
At almost the same time Michael's

older sister Rebecca rejoined the
rest of the Larcombe family after
distributing posters in Newmarket.
They gathered around the table and
were strategizing for the next day
when a short while later they heard
the back door creak open. A dark
passageway veiled the intruder
momentarily. But the sound of
Michael's much longed for voice
was an answered prayer for the fam-
ily. Michael was home. Safe, but
shattered from his journey; his first
request was for sleep.
Leery of letting Michael out of her

sight, Debbie says, “It's not over,
the being missing is over, but
Michael, and by extension the fam-
ily, has a new journey ahead.”
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HATE  to  PAINT ?
I  LOVE to PAINT.

“An Inside Job”
Professional Interior Painting For Your Home

At a GREAT price!

If You Are Not HAPPY …  You Don't PAY

Uxbridge, Port Perry, 
Greenbank, Sandford, Goodwood and area.

CALL OR EMAIL TO ARRANGE AN ASSESSMENT AND QUOTATION.

905-862-2132 aijpainting@gmail.com

Meet Me @ the Library
by Renae Wolfesberger and
Victoria Ioannou

If you saw the library float in the
Santa Claus parade, you noticed the
library is enthusiastic about the hol-
iday season. From Christmas cook-
books to classic Christmas movies,
we have created a display to help
everyone get into the holiday
mood. 

The Uxbridge Public Library is
home to lots of classic recipe books
for your perusal. Whether you want
to wow the other guests at a potluck
or simply surprise your family one
night, you’re sure to find what you
need.   
Our holiday collection will   be on

the display shelf in the children’s
department, as well as on the spin-
ner close to the adult circulation
desk. Don’t hesitate to search for
your favourite holiday stories and

movies on our website.
The town of Uxbridge’s history

goes way back and one of its oldest
buildings is the Uxbridge Public
Library.  Built in 1887, we will be
celebrating its 125th anniversary in
the New Year. To help us celebrate
all Uxbridge students are invited to
design and submit bookmarks. One
winner will be chosen from each
division: up to Grade 1, Grades 2-4
and Grades 5-8. The contest closes
on December 16th, so get creative
right away.

If you, or anyone you know, is
interested in the young adult sec-
tion at the library, you will be
pleased to hear that Blue Heron
Books has donated lots of new
youth fiction books to our collec-
tion. Check out some of our latest
additions on the display shelf in the
young adult section. Feel free to
relax in the nearby bean bag chairs

and explore some of our new reads.
“For the Love of Reading” will

have another session on Tuesday,
December 6th from noon to 2:00
p.m. Come out to talk about books
you’ve read, are reading or would
like to read. Bring lunch or a snack,
as desired. Hot and cold drinks will
be provided.
If you want to keep up with events

at the Uxbridge Public Library, pick
up one of our newsletters.
Newsletters can be found  near the
exit to the adult department, and in
the hall leading to the children’s
department.

What’s New:
• “Shatner  Rules” by William

Shatner
• “The  Dan Brown Enigma” 

by Graham A. Thomas
• “The  Killer” by Tom Woods
• “Inside  Out” by Barry Eisler

Larcombe family thankful on many levels
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Give the gift of 

PAMPERINGPAMPERING
to your loved ones at Christmas. 

Serenity Hair Studio's 
personalized gift cards are available 

for any service or amount..
Nicole and Bethany are wishing 

all of our clients and families 
a very stylish holiday season!

24 Toronto Street North
905-862-4066

Your independent drug store

SANTA’S SLEIGH
Your one-stop shop for unique gift ideas!

A super selection of WEBKINZ!
A great variety of gifts 

starting at $10!
A great selection of 

YANKEE CANDLES as well

Seniors Day
December 14

10% off
regular priced items

Happy holidays from the staff of Uxbridge Rx PharmaChoice

Vote to give Uxbridge teens what

they really want for Christmas!



by Maggie and Gareth Anderson

The biggest news last week, as everyone
knows so well, was the safe return home
of Michael Larcombe. We simply can't
imagine a better Christmas present for
everyone than this. A huge welcome
back to USS, Michael, from all your
many friends here among the students,
and staff.
Last week was also a big one in the

fashion world. Runways in Paris, Milan,
and London were looking enviously
towards Uxbridge. Why, you may ask?
Because last Thursday, our own USS caf
was transformed into an elegant fashion
venue to show off chic clothing and the
latest fashion trends pulled from the
racks of Uxbridge's own Strawberry
Threads. These included creations from
up-and-coming designer Mic, whose
apparel will be coming to Uxbridge
shortly. The result was an absolutely
smashing fashion show that drew rave
reviews from the crowd of approximate-
ly 175 people and raised an amazing
$3500 for Precious Minds.

The show began with a touching
speech by a representative from
Precious Minds and a video explaining
the actions of the charity and the chil-
dren who benefit from their program.
The event also included a raffle, silent
auction, and mouthwatering food. The
captivated audience was wowed by the
high-end fashion show, put on by 15 of
our own USSTigers. We know there are
strutters among us, but this really put
them out there, and the evening was
fun-filled for all.

The students of the Business
Management class thank everyone who
donated to, and participated in, the
event, including Strawberry Threads,
the staff of USS, the event's amazing
MC, Jacob Wilson and all those who
came out in support.
It truly was a night to remember, and

for such a great cause. This was another
example of Tigers reaching out to the
community in a significant way. And
now, without further ado, we'll let the
pictures from that gorgeous evening tell
the rest of the tale.... Hats off to every-
one for a job well done!

Dec. 8- 10 White Christmas Irving
Berlin musical presented by Uxbridge
Youth Theatre. See details on page 1.

Thurs., Dec. 8 The Uxbridge
Genealogy Group will hold their
Christmas meeting. It will be a social
event with member time and Xmas
goodies. The group meets in the Lower
Hall of Uxbridge Public Library,
7:00PM. All welcome.

Sat., Dec. 10 FREE Family Fun!
Dives, Turns and Fun-Swim Clinic with
Uxbridge Swim Club! Free family swim-
ming!1-3pm at Uxpool. For more info
visit taketimeuxbridge.ca

Fri., Dec. 9, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting
a 2+ hr., 10+ km loop hike on the
Brock Tract. There are some hills. Meet
at the parking area on the east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Russ Burton 905-830-
2862.

Sat., Dec. 10 7:30 p.m. Men of
Note Concert, St. Paul's Anglican
Church, Toronto Street South. This 35+
voice all male choir, described as a
subtle mix of baritone and tenor voices
to underscore the richness of resonant
bass notes, will perform in Uxbridge for

the first time. Special guest soloist
Susan Ryman. Tickets $15, seniors and
under 16, $12. Tickets 905-852-
7016.

Sat., Dec. 10 One Voice Christmas
Concert, Joyous Noel. 7:30p.m., Trinity
United Church

Sat., Dec. 10, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting
a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate pace loop
hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. There
are some hills. No dogs please. Meet
at the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862

Sat., Dec. 10 Breakfast with
Santa at the Zephyr Community
Hall between 9:00 and 12:00 am.
Santa will arrive around 9:30.

Sun., Dec. 11, 2:00 p.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting
a 7 km, 3 hr. slow to moderate pace
loop hike in Walker Woods. Well man-
nered dogs welcome. Bring water and
snacks. Meet at the parking lot west
side of the 7th Conc., 2 km south of
Goodwood Rd. Brian and Kathy Clark
905-841-9757.

Dec. 15-18 Living Nativity Bi-
annual Christmas pageant in

Centennial Park, sponsored by
Uxbridge Baptist Church. See page 7
for more

Dec. 15-31 Fantasy of Lights
Annual festival of lights in Elgin Park. 6-
10 p.m.

Dec. 15-17 Willy Wonka Play for
children at Music Hall. 7:00p.m. & Sat.
Matinee.

Fri., Dec. 16, 9:30 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting
a hilly 2+ hr., 10+ km moderate to fast
hike in Walker Woods. Meet at the
parking area on the east side of the 6th
Conc., 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at
Albright Rd. No dogs please. Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161

Fri., Dec. 16 Blood Donor Clinic
1-7:30 p.m. Uxbridge Seniors Centre

Fri., Dec. 16 Play Date with
Santa 9:30am to 11:30am, at the
Uxbridge Early Learning Centre, 141
Reach St. $5.00 a child and no regis-
tration is required.

Sat., Dec. 17, 7:00 a.m. The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting
a hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. This is
a 1+ hr., 4.5 km moderate pace hike.
Join us for breakfast the hike. Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sun., Dec. 18 3 p.m. A dramatic
reading of Charles Dickens' "A
Christmas Carol, with seasonal
music by the Uxbridge Chamber Choir,
together with the Uxbridge Youth Choir,
at Trinity United Church, Uxbridge.
Guest narrator: Judy Maddren, promi-
nent CBC host. Proceeds to the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. Tickets
from Presents, Presents or Blue Heron
Books, or online at
www.uxbridgechamberchoir.ca -
$15 in advance, $20 at the door, 12
and under free.

Wed., Dec. 21, 9:30 a.m. The
Oak Ridges Trail Association is
hosting a 14 km, 4+ hr. moderate to
fast pace loop hike at Glen Major.
There are some hills. Meet at the park-
ing area on the west side of Uxbridge
Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham 21.
Russ Burton 905-830-2862

Sat., Dec. 24, 7:00 a.m. The
Oak Ridges Trail Association is
hosting a hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail. This is a 1+ hr., 4.5 km moderate
pace hike. No dogs please. Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Uxperience looks for beneficiar-
ies: If you are involved in a local non-
profit group, why not make your case
for funding from uxperience, the

Uxbridge variety show? Uxperience
has provided funding to various local
non-profit groups to the tune of
$95000.00 over the past 20 years.
Groups that have benefited in the past
include the Cottage Hospital,
Windreach Farms, Precious Minds,
Community Living and many more.
Proposals outlining your organization
and how the funds would be used
should be mailed to Ann
Sauder(Proceeds Chair) at 14 Gamron
Ave. Uxbridge, ON L9P 1R4. The
deadline for applications has been
extended to November 30, 2011.

North House and Community
Churches will be holding a soup
lunch on Wednesdays from 12 -
1:30pm at St. Andrew's-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church. The lunches run
through until March. Come enjoy some
healthy, delicious soup! Pay what you
can.

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market Fresh
produce and much, much more. Every
Sunday till Dec. 18 from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. indoors at Uxbridge Arena.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street accept-
ing good winter clothing. Proceeds to
Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d
like us to mention, please contact us at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-
852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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Coming Up

ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

by Wynn Walters

A voice, familiar to millions, is coming
to Uxbridge to help present a story
familiar to generations.
The voice is that of Judy Maddren, a

prominent CBC radio host for some 30
years. She will be the guest narrator in a
dramatic reading of Charles Dickens'
“A Christmas Carol”, presented by the
Uxbridge Chamber Choir under the
direction of Thomas Baker.

The concert will take place on
Sunday, December 18, at Trinity
United Church (3 p.m.). The event will
feature a reading of the Dickens story,
as abridged by the CBC, and will be
interspersed with seasonal music pre-
sented by the Chamber Choir and by
the Uxbridge Youth Choir, directed by
Jennifer Neveu-Cook.
“I'm really excited about the Uxbridge
concert'” said Judy Maddren in a recent
interview. “It's really good to see this
tradition being carried on.” The tradi-
tion she refers to is a program conceived
by her in 1990, where well-known
CBC Radio personalities went out to

communities across the country to help
present readings of the beloved
Christmas story by Dickens.
“Over 20 years, thousands of readings

have taken place, and an estimated
200,000 people have attended, with
hundreds of thousands of dollars raised
for local charities,” she added. Proceeds
from the Uxbridge concert will go to
the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Foundation.
The readings will also feature another

CBC “voice”, Ted Barris, an Uxbridge
resident. Members of the Chamber
Choir will also assist with telling the
story, in an adaptation specially pre-

pared by CBC Radio.
“I've done hundreds of readings of this
story, and every time, I understand a lit-
tle more; it's a very layered story,” said
Ms. Maddren.
Maddren hosted CBC World News,

the principal daily news broadcast, for
many years. “The readings are no
longer officially sponsored by the CBC,
but they continue, because so many
communities, and so many CBC per-
sonalities, loved them.” Soundportraits
(www.soundportraits.ca), Maddren’s
latest venture specializes in audio biog-
raphies, where she or a colleague inter-
views family members and produces an
audio family history or portrait. “So
many people leave it too late to ask the
right questions - so we do it profes-
sionally, and produce a lasting family
record.”
Tickets for the “Christmas Carol” con-
cert are $15 in advance (from Presents,
Presents or Blue Heron Books, or on
line at www.uxbridgechamberchoir.ca),
or $20 at the door, with children 12
and under free.

A familiar voice in a familiar story

Sunset in Hawaii, taken on vacation Sunset in Uxbridge, taken a week later at home
photos by Jim Crane

Tiger Talk



by Roger Varley

A slump, which began at the start
of November, continued for the
Uxbridge Bruins on the weekend as
they lost back-to-back games to the
Clarington Eagles. The newcomers
to the OHA Junior C Central
Division dumped the Bruins 7-3 at
the arena on Friday and then dou-
bled them 8-4 in Bowmanville on
Sunday.
From mid-October to the end of

October, the Bruins won four
games in a row. Since then, they
have managed only two wins
against nine losses.
Coach and general manager Matt

Muir attributed the slump to a rash
of injuries and suspensions that
have left his team with a short
bench for most of those games. For
example, Nolan Riley has been out
with an injury for the past four
weeks, and Kenzie Smith only
recently returned after an extended
absence.
"We go into games with three lines
and five defencemen and we can't
keep up," Muir said. "These (other)

teams are young and fast and we
can't keep up because we're short
handed.”
Muir also said that the 20- and 21-
year-olds he recruited for the team
this year have not been providing
the leadership he expected.
"We've got to get their heads all

pointing in the same direction," he
said.
To add to his woes, Eric Wintjes,

one of the leaders on his defence
squad, has gone to the Stouffville
Spirit Junior A team, leaving him
with four unfilled spots on his ros-
ter.
Regardless of his problems with a

short bench, the Bruins played
badly from the opening whistle on
Friday. Although they scored first
in the game when Matt Allen con-
verted a long pass up the centre
from Kyle Northover, Clarington
came back with three quick goals,
one on a power play and the other
two the direct result of big mistakes
by the defence.
Northover managed to bring the

Bruins back within one at the close
of the period, with assists going to

Steve Posteraro and Allen.
In the second period, the Eagles

scored another power play goal and
then made it 5-2 before Northover
scored his second of the night on a
power play, assisted by Callum
Lynch and Blake Ertel. With less
than two minutes remaining in the
period, however, the Eagles took
advantage of poor positional play
by the Bruins to make it 6-3.
The Eagles finished off the scoring
in the third with a short-handed
goal.
Down in Bowmanville on Sunday,
the Bruins survived four trips to the
penalty box before Clarington
opened the scoring late in the peri-
od with a power-play marker while
the Bruins were two men short.
The Bruins came on strong in the
second period. Ertel scored on the
power play near the midway point,
assisted by Northover and Lynch.
This was followed by two unassist-
ed goals by Northover. The first
came when a Clarington player
missed on a pass and sent
Northover in on the goalie all alone
and the second came a minute later

on another errant pass. After the
Eagles scored their second goal,
Northover scored a natural hat-
trick, this time assisted by
Posteraro, to make it 4-2. The
Eagles came back with one more
before the period ended.
In the third period, the roof caved
in on the Uxbridge team as the
Eagles scored five unanswered
goals, including a power-play mark-
er and an empty netter.

Northover's seven points on the
weekend boosted him into sixth
place in the league scoring race with
15 goals and 13 assists for 28
points, seven behind the leader.
Ertel retained possession of third
place with 22 goals and 12 assists.
The Bruins entertain the Port Perry
MoJacks tomorrow at 7:45 p.m.
before heading to Lakefield on
Tuesday to meet the Chiefs at 7:30
p.m.

by Lisa Walker

Uxbridge has done it again! Kendal
Lehari, born and raised in
Uxbridge, recently garnered several
prestigious awards at the Ontario
Horse Trial Association’s (OHTA)
annual awards banquet.
Kendal won “Leading Lady Rider”
for highest accumulated points
which she earned riding both of her
mounts -- “Daily Edition” a 13 year
old Thoroughbred and “Totally
Frank”, her 6 year old

Thoroughbred. Both of these
geldings were purchased “off the
track” and have been in training
with Kendal and Gwen Lehari for
the past several years.
Totally Frank was awarded the

coveted title of “Horse of the Year”.
The OHTA Board of Directors
vote to name this award recipient
and “Frank” won this year unani-
mously. Frank and Kendal also
won the “Open Intermediate
Division,” as well as “Top Placed
Intermediate Thoroughbred”.

Frank is an exceptional athlete,
having just completed two
International competitions, and
placing third at CCI** level at
Fairhill, Maryland where Kendal
won both “Top Foreign Rider” and
“Top Placed Canadian.” Not to be
outdone, Frank was awarded “Top
Placed Thoroughbred.”
Kendal is qualified for the Rolex,

Kentucky CCI**** and hopes to
represent Canada aboard “Daily
Edition” at the 2012 Olympics in
London, England.
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Slumping Bruins lose two more games

Lehari and her mounts rack up the awards

JUNIOR C STANDINGS - as of Tuesday, Dec. 6
Team Wins Losses OT Losses Points

LAKEFIELD CHIEFS 14 6 1 29

LITTLE BRITAIN MERCHANTS 15 4 2 32

PORT PERRY MOJACKS 12 9 0 24

UXBRIDGE BRUINS 9 10 3 21

CLARINGTON EAGLES 8 13 1 17

GEORGINA ICE 6 14 1 13

A ribbon cutting celebration was held recently at the grand opening of Serenity Hair
Studios (l-r) Nicole Ingram, Allen McGillivray, Bethany McGillivray and Gordon Highet



Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,
microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fix-
ture, pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers,
farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers,
motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR
SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out
sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-
952-9844 or 905-473-1907.  12/22

Services

PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA Sunday,
December 11th, 12-4pm by appointment.
Pets/Family Photo K9’S in KAHOOTS. 6389
Main Street, Stouffville. (905) 642-8289.
www.k9sinkahoots.com  12/8
PSYCHOTHERAPY INTERN looking for
clients to fulfill practicum requirements. All
sessions confidential and free of charge.
Call Sherry at 905-862-2139 or 647-992-
2139 12/22
FRESH START - LOCAL MATURE
DUTCH CLEANING LADY with reliable car
seeking client in the area. Over 30 years
experience, excellent references, weekly or
bi-weekly. No job too tedious. Reasonable,
reliable, and references available. $20.00
per hour. Ann Newman 905-852-5403
12/15

Vehicles for Sale

FOR SALE: 1999 Olds Intrigue, 4dr,
V6,loaded, air, leather, new fuel pump, new
front & rear brakes, new rrotors, new muf-
fler and tailpipe, new gas line filter.  good
clean running car. $1250. Call Russ 647-
273-7193  12/8

FOR SALE: HYUNDAI SANTE FE 2005.
165,000 km. Standard, winter tires on rims.
$5000. Call 905-852-4969 evenings.  12/8
FOR SALE: 1979 Ford C, Class Motorhome
sleeps 6 - Fridge with freezer propane cook-
top, oven, furnace. Call for particulars.
Asking $8500.00.  905-852-5403  12/8

Wanted

WANTED: Cedar posts. House roof cleaner.
905-852-7634. 12/8
LOCAL CAT AND DOG RESCUE, looking
for their forever homes. Let us help to find
your ideal pet, for further info contact
Nicola # 416 989 7005. 12/8
SEWER/SEAMSTRESS WANTED for a
fast paced alterations shop. We are looking
for an experienced and skilled sewer to work
in our shop doing alterations and repairs.
You must love to sew and be able to deal
with customers and short deadlines. If you
would enjoy working in a clean, bright, quiet
setting send your cover letter and resume to
sewperfectalterations@hotmail.com.  12/8

For Sale

FOR SALE: Dry hay, page wiring, lawn flat-
tener. 905-852-7634. 12/8
FOR SALE: Honda generator, $200. 6 ft.
patio door with internal grills, $350. Culligan
water softener, $200. Walnut hardwood
flooring, 9 boxes, $300.  905-852-6738.
12/8
FOR SALE: NINTENDO DSi XL!! (like new)
burgundy, original box and all instructions,
hard carrying case, 8 gb memory card,
games incl. (ATV,Monster Trucks,Fossil
Fighters, Lego Battles,Bolt,etc..) $140.00
905-852-4275. 12/8

FOR SALE: Dining suite, solid oak, made in
Quebec, pedestal table with 2 leaves, 6
chairs, matching buffet and hutch. $1000.00
obo, Lorraine 905 473 5876. 12/8
FOR SALE: Cedar posts and railings for
fencing. $10 each. Doug at 905-640-6006.
12/22
FOR SALE: Peppler dining set, table with 6
chairs and buffet hutch. $800.00 905-852-
3253  12/8
FOR SALE: Power lift/recliner chair, brown
velour, new condition, used one week.
$550.00. 905-852-2582  12/8
FOR SALE: Dewalt 12” Duble Bevel Mitre
Saw - includes 3 carbide blades (1 new)
$250.00  905-852-5403  12/8
FOR SALE: Hay for sale, small squares, no
rain, excellent quality, large supply avail-
able.
(905) 852-5568. 12/8
FOR SALE: Pro-Form treadmill 585s Heart
Rate Control $500.00, 2 Floor speaker
$75.00, 39” Wood round table 1930’s,
$25.00. 905-649-5036 12/8

For Rent

FOR RENT: Barn or wooden stables. 905-
852-7634. 12/8
FOR RENT: 3 bedroom house, downtown
Uxbridge, walk to all amenities. Parking,
large backyard, available Dec 1st,
$1500/month, Utilities extra. Inquire -
416-457-1204  12/8
FOR RENT: Downtown Uxbridge, large,
clean 2 bedroom apt, main level, parking,
appliances, separate entrance, $1300/mo.
Inclusive. Call/text 647-220-6093  12/15
FOR RENT: Uxbridge One Bedroom,
Heat, Hydro,Fridge,Stove incl.
$875/month,1st & last, avail January 1, no
smoke/pets 416-791-3451 12/15
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

“Thus saith the Lord, the
Lord of Hosts...  the desire of
all nations shall come.”    

-  Haggai 2:6&7

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

Classified

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are now $5 plus HST per week for up to 20

words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

UNIQUE

GIFT

IDEAS
WE’RE 100%

CANADIAN

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

ONE STOP
OPTICAL

~ Eye Examinations ~
~Eye Glasses ~

~ Contact Lenses ~
~ Repairs ~

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!
4 BANFF ROAD (Beside Dollarama)

905-852-2280

RIGHT HAND
MAN

Uxbridge - Cell
647-333-7746

SNOW CLEARING
Your Best Man

for the Job!
www.myrighthandman.ca

www.biblesociety.ca

KO PEL’S
CENTURY FURNITURE

~ Restorations
~ Repairs
~ Refinishing

Pre 1940’s preferred

Nancy R. Chalut B.A.
Certified Cabinet Maker

1984

Port Perry       905-985-8621



The twentieth century started with
great optimism. The assumption in
the Western world was we are all
basically good and wise, and given
enough time and education, the
world and its people would get bet-
ter and better.

However, instead of the hoped for
utopia, the century witnessed the
unmitigated barbarism of two
World Wars, caused by power-hun-
gry, genocidal dictators. We  experi-
enced the profiteering of the
world's big businesses as they pol-
luted and raped the environment,
and we witnessed a drift from
Christian and moral moorings into
relativism, pluralism, secularism,
and hedonism. To top it off, the
marvels of science equipped us with
the ability to destroy ourselves with
nuclear weapons. Hopes dashed, we
entered the twenty-first century.
The unfolding of the third millen-

nium has further dashed any expec-
tations that politicians, generals,
and business leaders will guide us to
global peace and prosperity. No
realistic hope of better things can
be drawn from the ways of the
modern world.

This sense of hopelessness has
spawned the “Occupy” movement
which demonstrates against the
corrupt powers that be. The occu-
piers know things are not right but,
as became very evident, they have
no answers; they don't know what
to do about it. So is there no hope?
God made us creatures of hope, so

there is hope. But we must seek it
outside socio-politico-economic
realms.

Over 2000 years ago, a people
group, enslaved and oppressed by
other nations for many years, lost
their identity, their dignity and
their religion. They believed they
were God's chosen people, but He
hadn't spoken to them for 400
years. They had no prophet, no
leader, no king to lead them. In
fact, the man who claimed to be
their leader, the “King of the Jews”
was the ruthless  King Herod, one
of the cruelest leaders of all time.
He killed his own wife and family
to preserve  control of the throne.
He is notorious in the annuls of his-
tory for ordering the slaughter of all
Jewish babies of Bethlehem,
because he feared a rival to his king-
ship.

This may have been the lowest
point in the history of the Jewish
people. They were in the pit of
despair. They had lost hope. They
felt the crush of Rome's heavy boot
upon their necks.

Suddenly, upon this bleak scene a
light burst forth. It startled lowly
shepherds tending flocks in the hills
above Bethlehem, the blinding
light frightened them. Then, a
voice was heard. An angel of God
broke the 400 year silence saying –

“Fear not: for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you
is born this day, in the city of
David, a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord.” (Luke 2:10-11)

In a world of uncertainty Jesus
Christ, whose miraculous birth we
celebrate at Christmas, who died on
a Roman cross, rose from the dead
and is alive today, gives us hope. If
we grasp this hope He offers us, “we
have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure.” (Hebrews
6:18-19)

God often has to take us to the
extremity of our own resources
before we call upon Him. No mat-
ter how bad things may be, God
promises when we believe and call
on Him, He will hear us, and give
us hope.
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

   Ashley Armstrong   416.671.3249    asharmstrong676@hotmail.com 

~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning 
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies 

~Furniture and Finishes 
~Kitchen and Washroom Design 

  Interior Design Services 

En’gage’ing Bach to Blues

Interfaith symposium on the relevance of religion

by Nancy Melcher

A group of local singers will be per-
forming two Christmas Concerts
on Saturday, December 10th, with
proceeds going to support the
Child and Adolescent Mental
Health Unit at Markham-
Stouffville Hospital (MSH).
Everyone knows somebody touched
by mental illness and the facility
that will benefit from the concert
provides services to  directly help
youth from Uxbridge.  

The Bach to Blues Choir was
founded in 1998 “to share a love of
mixed voice choral music, while
raising funds and awareness for
worthwhile causes”. 

Founders Ann Gage and Wanda
Stride created the choir to provide
an opportunity for singers to per-
form in a non-theatrical setting.
“There are plenty of local theatre
groups, but we wanted to build a
choir for people who love to sing
without all the dancing and acting,”
said Gage, a lifelong singer.  Gage is
vocally  trained, but has picked up
much of her experience from direc-
tors with whom she's worked. Her
name has appeared on many a local
theatre company’s program as
Musical Director including stints
with Uxperience, OnStage
Uxbridge, Scugog Choral Society,
and Music Mania. She also sang
with the Uxbridge Chamber Choir.
“Singing with the Chamber Choir
in its first couple of years took me
down a whole new vocal
road.....and I absolutely loved it.” 

On one occasion, she joined her
mother, Marie Gage, on the stage.
“One of my favourite memories is

surprising my Mom when I came
on stage at my mother’s vocal coach
Pat Bailey's annual recital for the
first time.  Everyone had kept it a
secret that I, too, was Pat's stu-
dent.” 

Another highlight was working
with a children's choir on a trip to
the Mully Children Family Home
in Ndalani, Kenya. “There is such
pleasure in seeing the beaming faces
of choristers when they've sung the
last few bars of a song and the audi-
ence bursts into applause.”

Bach to Blues concerts have sup-
ported many charities, including
The Stephen Lewis Foundation,
local food banks, The Rose of
Sharon and Uxbridge resident
Dawson Fraser. This year's recipi-
ent, the Child and Adolescent
Mental Health Unit, came to the
choir's attention through Gage's
church. A MSH physician who was
a member of her parish, had partic-
ipated in a group fund-raising ini-
tiative by climbing Mount
Kilimanjaro in Africa (The Climb
to Conquer the stigma of Child and
Adolescent Mental Illness
www.climbtoconquer.mshf.on.ca). 
The music of each concert follows

a theme and the composers come
from many different eras and gen-
res, as the name of the choir sug-
gests. Pieces by Bach (of course),
Beethoven, Mozart, The Beatles,
David Foster and John Rutter, as
well as the blues, traditional
Christmas carols and pieces from
around the world.    
Every concert includes a very pop-

ular sing-along section, about mid-
way through the performance.

This Way   by Vince Winder

On Saturday, December 10, from
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm at St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church, the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community Ladies
Auxiliary is holding a ladies-only
Interfaith Symposium in Uxbridge,
Ontario. 'Is Religion Relevant in
Today's Society? is the topic for the
event. 

This conference, organized in
cooperation with St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church, will explore
questions like What is the purpose
of life? and Why are we here? These

questions, and other related queries,
are a source of agitation in the
minds of people belonging to reli-
gions of all faiths. 

Hosted by Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community, the interfaith sympo-
sium is a faith-based forum, with a
panel of  respected members of
many faiths, who will discuss reli-
gions' role in society.

Representatives from Christianity,
Hinduism, Sikhism, and Islam will
speak individually. This will be fol-
lowed by a question and answer ses-

sion. 
The organizers hope all interested

parties will join them in their efforts
to promote religious harmony in
Ontario.   The event is free to attend
and refreshments will be served.   

Registration starts at 1:30 pm.
Guests are encouraged to register
online at www.islamevents.ca/regis-
ter 
For further information conact
@IslamEvents.ca or visit
www.ahmadiyya.ca 

Durham Region Transit Celebrates 50 Million Passengers -
Township of Uxbridge Deputy Mayor Bev Northeast and
Uxbridge winner Betty Pugh.

The Bonner Boys were at it once again, donating a cheque for
$2,000 to the Uxbridge Toy Drive



by Nancy Melcher

We all have three basic needs: food,
clothing and shelter. Recent CBC
and CTV News stories told of the
appalling housing situation in
Attawapiskat, where people are liv-
ing in tents as temperatures plum-
met to -20. The same stories made
front-page headlines in national
newspapers. 
In Durham region, the situation is

not as desperate, yet there are peo-
ple living on the edge, “couch surf-
ing” with friends or living in their
cars. 

Today's economic climate has
caused hardships for many, but for
a very few it is is a crisis situation.
The general rule is that 30% of
your income goes to pay for hous-
ing. Currently in Ontario, 1 in 5

renters pay over 50% on housing.
In the northern part of Durham
Region there is a crucial lack of
affordable, decent rental housing. 

North House is an organization
that is working hard to find solu-
tions to this problem. They help
individuals and families find hous-
ing and support services. Some of
North House's clients presently
spend over 85% of their income on
housing. 
Last Thursday, North House host-

ed a luncheon for various stake-
holders to address the lack of suit-
able housing, and to brainstorm
solutions for an affordable housing
strategy in northern Durham. The
group was welcomed by Town
Crier Bill McKee, who serves on
the North House Board of
Directors. A delicious meal was
prepared by members of Food for
Thought, a group of current and
former North House clients, their
families and friends. 

In northern Durham there is a
lack of rental housing compared to
the cities in the South, particularly
bachelor and one-bedroom units.
While there are no CMHC statis-
tics for northern Durham, North
House has collected data that shows
rental rates in Uxbridge and Scugog
townships are higher than those in
Oshawa, while Brock Township has
rates similar to Oshawa. An average
2-bedroom apartment in Uxbridge
or Scugog communities, with utili-
ties included, costs about $1,000
per month, or $12,000 per year. A
person earning minimum wage
($10.25/hour) in a full-time posi-
tion (40 hours/week-52

weeks/year) has an annual income
just over $21,000. You do the
math. 

Ann Watson, Program Manager
with North House, spoke with pas-
sion about the situation. “Our
clients need to live in their own
community where they have family
and friends. Moving elsewhere to
find housing destroys their support
network.” Keeping low-income
people and families together so they
have support to get on their feet is
essential. Housing need to be in
walking distance of transit, jobs
and shopping. Living out of town,
on farms  is not practical. 

Back in the mid-1970's affordable
housing received attention and
funding. Amendments to the
National Housing Act provided
capital subsidies to build housing as
well as subsidies for low- and mod-
erate-income households. Across
Canada over 500,000 people were
helped. In the 80's and 90's the
funds were first cut-back and then
eliminated. The responsibility for
housing was downloaded from the
federal government to the munici-
palities. In 2009, a United Nations
report expressed concern that
“Canada is one of the only devel-
oped countries without a national
housing strategy”.
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•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

ORDER YOUR TURKEYS, HAMS, PRIME RIB 
OR OTHER SEASONAL SENSATIONS NOW!

V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for an Uxbridge Bruins game. Last week’s

viewpoint was not guessed. Hint: Look north of

Brock Street. We’ll have the answer next week.

Photo by Renee Leahy.

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge

7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

Fri., Dec. 9
BRUINS vs.
PORT PERRY

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com

Specializing in

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

GOING

 
GREEN

AT
 
 410 AUTO

 
 
 

 

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
Opening Day Sunday June 4th
Uxbridge Arena 9am-1pm

Come out
and enjoy
our 5th year 
of the 
Uxbridge
Farmers’ 
Market!

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves, 
Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables, Fruit, 
and much more.

We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might 
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Your last
chance to
stock up

for the
winter!

OPEN SUNDAYS THROUGH DEC. 18

Fresh Vegetables, Baked Goods, Preserves,
Honey, Maple Syrup, Frozen Meat, Crafts,
Artisans, Plants and great Gift Ideas!

NOW INDOORS! ONLY 2 MORE WEEKS!
ARENA COMMUNITY CENTRE 10 AM - 2 PM

Affordable housing not so affordable

by Nancy Melcher

In a letter dated November 28,
2011 to investors of the First
Leaside Group of Companies,
President David Phillips thanked
the investors for their support. He
told them “All of our efforts are
focused on generating the plan to
reconfigure our business so we can
move forward on a basis accept-
able to the Ontario Securities
Commission and The Investment
Industry Regulatory Organization
of Canada and emerge from the
voluntary cease trade.”

It said that First Leaside is coop-
erating with the Regulators as they
work on a reconfiguration plan for
the Companies and indicated that
the Independent Committee of
First Leaside has determined that
it is best at this point in time to

stop all payments to investors. It is
expected that this situation will
continue at least until the comple-
tion, and implementation, of the
reconfiguration plan for the
Companies, and possibly after-
wards as well. 

As a result of this decision, they
indicated that there  will be no
interest payments on debt securi-
ties, no distributions on limited
partnership interests, and no divi-
dends on shares until further
notice. The first sets of payments
to be affected were due for distri-
bution this week. When contacted
for more information, the
Company representative had “No
comment.” It is not known how
this turn of events may affect the
construction of the building at the
old Co-op lands, if at all

First Leaside Stops All
Payments to Investors
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Sixteen year old Marisa Hachey
founded  Vocally Inspired
Performers (VIP) to provide more
opportunities for young people in
Uxbridge to gain self-esteem and
participate in the community musi-
cal theatre experience. She is mak-
ing her directorial debut with Willy
Wonka Junior, which features a cast
of 35 performers aged 8-15. The
Vocally Inspired Performers have
been rehearsing since September,
and have put in countless hours to
make this production magical, and
amazing. 

Roald Dahl's timeless story of the
world famous candy man, and his

quest to find an heir comes to life in
this stage adaptation of Charlie and
The Chocolate Factory. The pro-
duction features  songs from the
classic family film, Willy Wonka
and the Chocolate Factory. The
memorable score includes “The
Candy Man”, “Pure Imagination”,
“Oompa Loompa” and ”I Want it
Now.” 

Jeff McGilton, as Willy Wonka,
will ignite your imagination, and
Lucy Reimer, as Charlie, will steal
your heart. Be ready for the greedy
Augustus Gloop, the Spoiled
Veruca Salt, the electronics-
obsessed Mike Teavee and the

obnoxious, gum-chewing Violet
Beauregarde, along with their
wacky parents! The singing, danc-
ing Oompa Loompas will delight
one and all in this real family-style
show.  There is lots of fun and sur-
prises in store!

The show runs from  December
15th to the 17th  at 7pm with one
matinee on the 17th.
GoldenTickets are available at
Sugar FX and at the door.  Tickets
are $13 and $16. $1 from the sale of
each ticket will go to breast cancer
research. 

by Jane Alexander

Some might say an apple is an
apple, but really there is much more
to an apple than meets the eye.

Heritage apples, also called heir-
looms or antique apples, are apples
from the 1700’s and earlier. All over
the world there are aproximately
10,000 different varieties of her-
itage apples. Three hundred of
those different kinds are grown
right here in Uxbridge, at Siloam
Orchards on the Third Concession.

Siloam Orchards has the largest
collection of heritage apples in all of
Canada.

“We went and collected them
from all over the world” said Eric,
owner of Siloam Orchards.

Each kind of apple has a different
texture and they have been specifi-
cally bred for different uses: cook-
ing, baking, making cider, or just
for a snack.
The weather conditions in Ontario

are not condusive to growing every
kind of apple. That reverse is also
true. Some apples grown here  can`t
been grown somewhere else.

The weather is unpredicatable.
Uxbridge might have a hot summer
one year and then the next year it
might be cold. This affects the dif-
ferent heritage apples that can be
grown at Siloam Orchards, and it
can be a big challenge.

“One week, we might have a cer-
tain kind of apple and then the next
week they could be gone” said Eric.
“It all depends on the weather.”
Locally the apple growing season
starts August 1st and continues
until Thanksgiving.

The Orchard has many heritage
apples, but one of the more interest-
ing ones is the  Lady apple. Lady
apples  ripen very late in the season,
in October or even later. it is a small
apple that dates back to the 1600`s.
They were eaten primarily by  ladies
who prefered the way the small
apple appeared in their hands. The
Lady apples skin is a creamy yellow,
and its flesh is very white, crisp, and
juicy. This apple is a multipurpose
apple that can be used for many
purposes, but because it ripens very
late they are often used in
Christmas decorations and wreaths.

One of the most popular and com-
monly known heritage apples is the
McIntosh. This crisp, juicy, thin-
skinned apple was discovered by
John McIntosh in 1811 in
Dundela, Ontario. The McIntosh
ripens in September and it varies in
size, being small to medium. It is
always enjoyed as a healthy snack.

Siloam Orchards participated at
the Royal Winter Fair for the first
time this year with their heritage
apples. They entered three cate-
gories with three different kinds of
apples, best Russet apple, best
Snow, and best Winesap. 
“It was our first year ever entering”

Eric said. “So we didn’t know all the
rules and weren’t fully prepared.”

They placed second with their
Russet and also in the best Snow
apple category. Their Winesap
apple placed a respectable third.

Growing heritage apples is a good
way to preserve history and at
Siloam Orchards that’s something
they have been doing for some
time.

Curling can be as competitive or as social as you like.
Uxbridge & District Curling Club offers a large variety of programs to suit everyone!

League Curling: Juniors, Ladies, Little Rocks, Men’s, Mixed, Seniors.
League games - Monday to Thursday evenings. Thursday mornings

Little Rocks/Bantams - Sunday Afternoons
Fun league - Monday & Wednesday mornings & afternoons

Chance to Register for the Second Half of the 2011-2012 Season

SPACE IS LIMITED

REGISTRATION FORMS can be picked up at the 
Curling Club from 6:45 - 9:15 pm. Monday to Friday

Uxbridge & District Curling Club
70 Franklin St. Uxbridge, Ontario

or from the web site at 
www.uxbridgecurlingclub.com 

Call 905-852-6862 for further information

COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 15, 2011

Experience the Joy
of that

First Christmas

Living

2 Presentations Each Evening

7:30 p.m. & 8:15 p.m.

Nativity

Living
Nativity

A Gift to our Community from Uxbridge Baptist Church

An outdoor re-creation of the Christmas story, complete with

narration, authentic costumes & live animals

Friday December 16
Saturday December 17
Sunday December 18 

in Centennial Park 
Uxbridge, Ontario

Davis Dr.

Brock St.

Hwy 407H
w

y 
40

4

H
w

y 
12

B
ro

ck
 R

d.Bloomington

Hwy 47

To
ro

nt
o 

St
.

Poplar
Centennial 
Park

Town Hall

NWilly Wonka Junior coming to town soon!

Apples to apples - a history preserved
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Low's Furniture 76 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

9 0 5 - 8 5 2 - 6 9 4 1

Christmas at Low's Furniture

• Floor models
• Dining Room suites
• Bedroom suites
• Nursery Furniture
• Upholstery
• Bedding
• Lamps and Accessories
• Mattress's and Boxsprings
• Catalogue and Special Orders

Additional In-store *Specials up to 30% OFF
*Not to be combined with any other store discount offers.

Save the
tax on ALL:
Save the
tax on ALL:

"Happy Holidays from our family to yours"...

Season’s

Seasonal

gift wrap,

boxes & bags
(No foil,

ribbons

or bows)

Region of Durham Works Department

two boxes for two reasons

Recycling...

Greetings

by Derek Connelly

Once again, the birders of
Uxbridge join forces with bird-
ers from over 2000 locations in
the western hemisphere for the
National Audubon's Christmas
Bird Count.  Braving snow,
wind, or rain, they make an
enormous contribution to con-
servation. 

Audubon, and other organiza-
tions like Bird Studies Canada,
use the data collected in this
longest-running, wildlife census
to assess the health of bird pop-
ulations - and to help guide con-
servation action. 
Uxbridge celebrates its 7th offi-

cial count, and our goal is to
pass the 50 species mark.

Historically, our Uxbridge
counts have varied between a
low of 41 species observed in
2005 to a high of 48 in 2007.
Last year, we had 47 species.
Yet, the same birds are not
always recorded.

Each year we add a few more
on the list. There are over 70
different birds that have been
seen and recorded over the his-
tory of the count. What will be
seen this year? Will it be some-
thing new from the south or
from the north?

So, load up your feeders, put
the binoculars and bird book by
the window, and start checking
out what's wintering in your
backyard. Feeder watchers
remember, the maximum num-

ber of a particular bird seen at
one time on the day is to be
recorded, and not the cumula-
tive number.

Field watchers contact us to
confirm you are available, and
where you would like to go to
observe. A handy checklist with
more count details is available
online from me, and in hard
copy at Presents on Brock Street. 

Our Bird Count Day is
Tuesday, December 27th 2011

To register, or for further infor-
mation, contact
Derek at 905-852-5432
Kim at 905- 862-0395
Or email Derek at 
dconn50@powergate.ca

The Uxbridge Skate Park
Committee’s bid to build a per-
manent skate park for the youth
of Uxbridge just received a mas-
sive show of support from the
Rotary Club. The club's mem-
bership voted to support the
skate park project with a dona-
tion of 75K.

In recognition of this donation

Jacob Mantle moved a motion,
which was passed unanimously
at Council, to name the skate
park after the Rotary Club - i.e.
Uxbridge Rotary Skate Park.

Mantle said, “our hope is to
find a private donor to match
the club's donation.”

The group has succeeded in
making it to the final round for

the Aviva Community Fund
Competiton. Should they suc-
ceed in finishing in the top ten
they will be eligible for up to
50K for the project as well. 

The voting is ongoing from
Dec 5th to Dec 16th. Register
to vote at skateparknow.com.

Rotary Club makes 75K donation
Skate Park gets a new name

Christmas Bird Count 


