
by Roger Varley

Durham riding MP Erin
O'Toole was elevated to the fed-
eral cabinet by Prime Minister
Stephen Harper on Monday
when he was sworn in as
Veteran's Affairs Minister,
replacing the beleaguered Julian
Fantino who was, in turn,
demoted to associate minister
of defence. He was sworn in at
Rideau Hall by the Governor-
General.

Mr. O'Toole's appointment to
cabinet comes a little more than
two years after he was first elect-
ed to Parliament in a by-elec-

tion in 2011. In that by-elec-
tion, which he won with 50 per
cent of the vote, he replaced
another controversial cabinet
minister, the retiring Bev Oda.
In a news release. Mr.  O'Toole

said: “I am humbled by this
opportunity to serve our veter-
ans. From the age of 18 when I
joined the military out of high
school up until today, the men
and women of the Canadian
Forces, their families, and our
veterans, have always been a
very important part of my life.”

The Cosmos was unable to
connect with Mr. O'Toole by
press time, but in a brief mes-

sage he said "the last 24 hours
have been humbling and over-
whelming."

The new minister served in
Canada's air force for 12 years
as a helicopter navigator, attain-
ing the rank of captain, after
graduating from the Royal

Military College. Following his
time in the forces, he studied
law at Dalhousie University.

Since his elec-
tion, his star has
risen fast in
O t t a w a .
Despite being
one of the
newest mem-
bers of Stephen
H a r p e r ' s
Conse r va t i ve
caucus, he was
n a m e d
Parliamentary
secretary to Ed
Fast, minister of
in te rna t iona l

trade, in September 2013. Mr.
O'Toole also became one of the
leading spokesmen for the gov-
ernment, appearing on numer-
ous national news programs to

present the government's posi-
tion on various issues.

He also is one of the founders
of the True Patriot Love
Foundation ,which raises funds
for military personnel and vet-
erans.

Mr. O'Toole's father, John,
represented Durham riding in
the provincial legislature for a
number of years before retiring
last year.

TAKING A BREAK WITH THE MAYOR - Andrew and Eliza Clark take a time-out from skating with Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor at the Mayor’s Family Skate on New Year’s Eve. Over 100 peo-
ple went to the Uxbridge Arena to skate with the mayor and other town councillors. Photo by John Cavers
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Durham MP gets a major promotion

A bird in the hand...
by John Cavers
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Newly appointed Minister of Veteran’s Affairs and Durham MP Erin O’Toole
with wife Rebecca, daughter Mollie, 8, and Jack, 3, with Olaf the Snowman.



Thur sday,  Januar y  8    20152The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committees 
Meeting Schedule 
for January 2015

Monday, Jan. 12
COUNCIL          9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 13
Budget Meeting  1-6 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 14
Budget Meeting

4:30-9:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 15
Budget Meeting  1-6 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 19 
COMMITTEE     9:30 a.m.

Public Meeting - SASE
Aggregates
ZBA 2014-06         7 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 20
Budget Meeting

4:30 - 9:30 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 22 
Budget Meeting  1-6 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 23
Budget Meeting  1-4 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 26
Budget Open House

6 - 7 p.m.
COUNCIL               7 p.m.
Public Meeting - Vicdom
Sand & Gravel
ZBA 2014-05     7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan 28
Budget Meeting  1-6 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 29
Budget Meeting  1-6 p.m..

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Follow the
Township Online

RECRUITMENT
THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT is cur-
rently accepting applications for interested persons to join our
team of Part-Time (Volunteer) Firefighters.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE:
• Must legally be eligible to work in Canada
• Minimum 18 years old
• Minimum high school diploma or equivalent
• Live within a reasonable distance of the Fire Station
• Able to respond to the majority of calls
• Be required to pass an aptitude test, which may be conducted
by an outside agency
• Be required to pass a physical test of bona fide occupational
requirements that will be conducted by an outside agency.  The
cost of such test will be the responsibility of the candidate. In
advance of undergoing physical fitness testing, candidates must
submit a note from their physician stating that they are physical-
ly capable of taking such testing.
• Obtain a valid DZ license, at their expense, within 12 months
of being hired
• Additional requirements are noted in the application package 
• Candidates who have completed NFPA 1001 Firefighter I and
II would be an asset

Applications can be picked up at and returned to:
The Uxbridge Fire Deptartment
17 Bascom St., Atten: Chief Richardson

OR
The Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, 51 Toronto St., S.,
Uxbridge

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: January 29, 2015

RECEPTIONIST - MATERNITY LEAVE 

The Township of Uxbridge is seeking qualified candidates for the
Receptionist position at the Township Municipal Offices.
Reporting to the Deputy Clerk, the position will be for a maximum
length of ten months, with a definitive timeline to be determined
at the time of hiring. Duties of the position are as follows:

•  Provides reception for the Township, administers the switch-
board for the Township Office and provides
Administrative/Clerical support functions for the Clerk's
Department, Municipal By-Law Enforcement Department, other
Departments as required and Council. 
•  Acts as the initial contact with those visiting the Township
office, or contacting the Township by phone; use of professional
and courteous manner is necessary to portray a positive image
of the Township.  
•  Fills in for incumbents in other Departments as required.  
•  Prepares Lottery Licences for execution by the Clerk.  
•  Administers the Township website under the supervision of the
Clerk. 
•  Manages preparation of Township Page for newspaper publi-
cation.
•  Books all Meeting Rooms
•  Logs and distributes mail and is responsible for courier prepa-
ration
•  Administers banner program

The successful candidate will have the following qualifications:
•  High school diploma or equivalent.  
•  One year previous experience dealing with a high volume
switchboard/reception environment.  
•  Two years office/administration experience including one year
switchboard experience.  
•  Exceptional customer service and communication skills.  

The above description and qualifications are based on a 35
hour work week. Interested and qualified candidates are encour-
aged to submit a detailed resume and covering letter to Michael
de Rond, Deputy Clerk, at mderond@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Resumés will also be accepted in person and by mail at 51
Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge ON, L9P 1T1.

All resumés and covering letters must be received by 4:30
p.m., January 9, 2015. 

2015 Operating & Capital Budget Review - 1st Round

Tuesday - January 13, 2015 - 1 - 6 p.m.
Library
Clerk's (includes Clerk's Office, Bylaw, and Animal Control)
Cemeteries
BIA
Development Services (includes buildings, Planning and C of A)

Wednesday - January 14, 2015 - 4:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Public Works - Operations (includes Arena, Parks, Horticulture,
Skatepark and Splashpad)
Public Works

Filler Budgets:  Township Hall, Council, CAO, Treasury,
Corporate Expenditures, Heritage Uxbridge, Economic
Development, Financial Activites, Livestock Claims, Other
Township Properties and Other Projects, Other Expenses

** NOTE:  SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

2015/2016 BUDGET
PROCESS

PUBLIC INVITATION
The Township of Uxbridge is
inviting members of the public to
participate in the 2015/2016
Budget process. If you wish to
attend and seek clarification on
proposed Budget items/topics,
please attend the Budget meet-
ings as listed in the
Council/Committees Meeting
Schedule for January on the
Township Page or by visiting the
Township of Uxbridge Website 
at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/event
for dates and times.

Your input is important to us.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Winter Reminders

Overnight Parking 
Please be advised that By-law 2013-
184 as amended prohibits overnight
parking from November 1 until April 1
between the hours of 2 a.m. and 7 a.m.
on roadways and municipal lots within
the Township of Uxbridge.

Snow removal obstruction
Did you know that, in accordance with
the Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law
2013-184, it is an offence to stop any
vehicle on a highway in such a manner
as to interfere with the movement of
traffic or the clearing of snow from the
highway?  

Please make sure you park off any
highway or roadway in order  to permit
snow removal equipment and vehicles
to clean the streets during the winter
season.  

Sidewalk Responsibilities
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160
states every owner/occupant of any
building or vacant lot within the
Township of Uxbridge shall clear all
snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adja-
cent to their property within 24 hours
after the accumulation of snow and/or
ice.

Snowmobile By-law
Please keep the Township Snowmobile
By-Law in mind while operating your
motorized snow vehicle this winter sea-
son. You are not permitted to ride your
snowmobile on any sidewalks, park
lands or any other Township property
except to cross. Any person found in
contravention of this By-Law is liable to
a fine.

UXBRIDGE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

WINTER PROGRAMS

Starting in January:

Wiggles and Giggles: 2 years and up;
Mondays, January 12, 19 & 26, 10:30 -
11:15 a.m.
Tickles and Tunes: 6 - 36+ months;
Thursdays starting January 15, 2 class
times.
Clowning Around with Jo:
Wednesday, January 21, 10:45 - 11:30
a.m.
Family Fun Night with a “Frozen”
theme: Thursday, January 22, 6:30 -
7:30 pm.  *Special Guest*
“Play with Me” with Jacquie
Hermans: Mondays starting January
12.  

Starting in February:

Wiggles and Giggles: 2 years and up;
Mondays, February 2, 9 & 23, 10:30 -
11:15 a.m.
Clowning Around with Jo:
Wednesday, February 18, 10:45 - 11:30
a.m.
Family Fun Night with a Lego theme:
- Thursday, February 26, 6:30 - 7:30
p.m.  

All the programs above require pre-
registration.

Please come in, phone in or check our
website, www.uxlib.com for more infor-
mation on any of our programs.

READING BUDDIES

Children in GRADES 1 to 3, including
FRENCH immersion, will have lots of
fun reading and participating in literacy-
based activities with a VOLUNTEER
from the community! 

January 9/13/14 to March 3/4/6 (skip
Feb. 13), Tuesdays, 3:45-4:45 OR 6:30-
7:30 OR Wednesdays, 3:45-4:45 OR
Fridays, 3:45-4:45.

$10 per child, includes snack/drink and
overdue fines forgiven. Space is limit-
ed/based on availability of volunteers.
Details/application forms are available
at the children's desk or at
www.uxlib.com

CALLING ALL
EVENT ORGANIZERS

The deadline for events to be included
in the 2015 Spring & Summer
Community Guide is January 11,
2015. This is free advertising going to
17,500 households in Uxbridge
Township, Scugog, Sunderland,
Claremont, and Mount Albert. 

Submit an Event
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

NOTICE FROM THE
UXBRIDGE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Commencing December 1, 2014, resi-
dents may purchase their 2015 Burning
Permits.

Fees are: $25 for a Regular 
Permit

$75 for an Oversize 
Permit
N/C for a Recreational Permit

ALL NEW OVERSIZE SITES MUST
BE INSPECTED BY THE FIRE
DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO ISSUANCE
OF AN OVERSIZE PERMIT.
Permits may be obtained at the
Municipal Office (51 Toronto St. S.) or
at the Fire Station (17 Bascom St.) dur-
ing business hours, Monday to Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

NOTE: All existing permits expired
December 31, 2014.
Any questions please contact the Fire
Department at 905-852-3393



Another Christmas season has come
and gone, and times were tougher for
a lot more people in 2014.

Now that the final figures  have
come in for the 2014 Uxbridge
Township Christmas Hamper
Campaign, we would like to take this
opportunity to personally express our
sincere gratitude to the many volun-
teers who assisted in this program.
As co-ordinators of this campaign, in

cooperation with the Durham Region
Department of Social Services and
Public Health, and the Uxbridge
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank, we did
our best to ensure that every family
who applied for assistance received a
Christmas hamper or food vouchers.

We would like to thank the church-
es, local businesses, service clubs and
organizations, schools and individual
residents who prepared  food hampers
(which included food for Christmas
dinner, extra food and goodies, and
gifts for the children), and delivered
them to the many families in our
community.

We would also like to thank those
who so generously donated food and
funds to the Uxbridge Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank.

Because of the overwhelming gen-
erosity of the caring people in our
community, we were able the make
Christmas a little brighter for 159
households in Uxbridge Township.

Your support was very much appre-
ciated. Thank you again.

Susan Gilbert
Co-ordinator

Uxbridge Township Christmas
Hamper Campaign

Uxbridge volunteers are the best, and
Salvation Army would not be able to
assist those less fortunate without our
dedicated volunteers who give of their
time freely on the Kettle every year.
Our community always pulls togeth-

er and assists when needed, and this
holiday season the Uxbridge residents
did just that.
Thank you to Zehrs, who every year

allow our fundraising Kettle to be set
up at the store, and the Roxy Kids for

their very creative and exceptional
gifts for teens, which they do every
year. To the residents who have adopt-
ed a family to make sure they have
Christmas at their home. And to the
residents who donate a toy to the
community toy drive so a child will
have a wonderful surprise on
Christmas morning. To the local busi-
nesses that support the toy drive and
the many volunteers who work at the
distribution centre for all the organi-
zations to pick up their toys.
Thank you to all who donated to the

Salvation Army Kettle or mailed in
their donations; without your help we
would not be able to continue with
our programs to assist families in
need. 

The Uxbridge Fire Department, the
Kinsmen, the Rotarians and M & M
Meats again this year assisted us with
our Christmas program. Also, thank
you to Barb, who has adopted a fami-
ly and has assisted them throughout
the year.

Thank you to the Sandford United
Church, Pine Grove and Glen Major
Churches, the Sandford Ladies
Knitting Circle, Magnum Food, Jones
Pools, and the Township Office Staff.
Without you there would be families
without a Christmas or assistance all
year, so remember - you make the dif-
ference.

Thank you.
Bev Northeast

Chair of Salvation Army 
Uxbridge Unit

On behalf of the Optimist Club of
Uxbridge, I would like to thank the
many local businesses, schools,
churches, families  and service groups
who participated in our 7th annual
Fantasy of Lights in Elgin Park over
the Christmas holiday. It was without
a doubt the biggest and brightest to
date. We really never envisioned how
popular and how beautiful this event
would become when we started our
first year with 12 displays. This year
we had over 50.
Thank you to St. Joseph's School for

bringing their primary Christmas

concert to the park.
Thank you to the thousands of visi-

tors who supported the event and
gave so generously to help us with our
work with the youth of our commu-
nity. The favourable comments we
received were very encouraging.

Thank you to Larry Whitelock of
Stage One Rentals  and Randy Wilson
for their technical advice and assis-
tance.

Thank you to Conrad and Lisa
Boyce and Steve and Diane Dyke who
helped us with staffing the gates.

Lastly, thank you to the town of
Uxbridge for their ongoing support.

We look forward to even bigger and
better next year.
If you would like to enter with a dis-

play next year please let us know. You
can contact us through our website at
www.uxbridgeoptimist.com.

If you would like to get involved
with the jolliest club in town, you can
contact any club member or through
the same website.

Happy New Year to all.
Jan Wilson

Secretary
Optimist Club of Uxbridge

I was very disappointed to see a letter
from a local artist in your December
18, (2014) issue disaparaging the
Uxbridge “shop local” promotion and
Uxbridge businesses because no one
that she approached would accept her
art for display and sale. This promo-
tion is a wonderful effort by local
shop owners to promote local busi-
nesses and help keep them viable,
bringing retail dollars and jobs to the
local economy.
One of my children is an artist in
both pottery and jewellery. I personal-
ly know what a hard sell it is for artists
to compete with foreign imports.
They have to realize that art is a very
personal purchase that needs to
appeal to the buyer. These items can
usually not be returned for refund.
Uxbridge has many wonderful oppor-
tunities to promote local artists. 

...continued on page 11
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our two cents

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copy-
righted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Patronizing 

Letters to the Editor

It seems a letter that was published back on December 18 in The Cosmos has stirred up quite
a bit of debate, a real back and forth between various parties. In summary, there are those
who say that, in order for local businesses to demand that we shop at their stores, they should
feature the work (namely the art) that is created in this community; otherwise they are being
hypocritical in asking us to “shop locally”, as they don’t when they stock their shelves with
product from abroad. On the other side of the coin is the group that defends local business
owners, saying that, whenever possible, various establishments around town and beyond do
feature the work (namely the art) of people who live here.

This debate has been fascinating to watch unfold (there’s more in this edition), and it’s a
tough one to weigh in on, as both factions have very valid points. 
We have witnessed first hand the presence of several artists in window displays and on walls

throughout the town. Some of them have been well-known local artists, and the names that
we don’t recognize - we hope they are local, too, and just not household names as of yet. But
this issue is bigger than arguing whether artists are supported by businesses in Uxbridge (they
are). Bigger than whether shops obtain their goods from Canada or abroad (they do both). It
does come down to the shop local movement, and we think it’s safe to admit that, despite our
best efforts, this just isn’t possible all the time. It isn’t possible for Blue Heron Books to only
stock material made in Canada. Not if it really wants to stay in business. Teddy’s Market does
supply a great deal of its produce from the farm in Zephyr, but an organic cucumber we
looked at in there the other day came all the way from Chile, seeing as cukes are a little out
of season right now. We have to realize that the world has become very small, and if busi-
ness owners here in Uxbridge limit themselves to products from limited resources, their
incomes are going to be, well, limited. And a limited income doesn’t keep an open sign in the
window. 

Artists suffer a plight all their own. Their work is so specialized and individual that it often
appeals to an audience made just for it. The calibre of the work is excellent, but this excel-
lence is often reflected in the price tag. Artists know that their work demands specialized view-
ing spaces, spaces that are often not found in a shop window or on the library wall. This is
where the idea of a space dedicated to artists and their work comes into play. Two ideas are
mentioned right here in this paper. One - budget talks have revealed that several artists have
expressed an interest in using the Museum as a studio (see page 6). Second - we’re wonder-
ing what is preventing artists from finding a way to create a space for themselves similar to
the model found in Port Perry called Meta4. Perhaps this is the idea around using the
Museum. There are many places around town that this could flourish (we see the ugly, aban-
doned old Williamson’s lot, across from McDonald's, when we picture this. Just a thought).
Then there wouldn’t be a pitting of business against art - the art would BE the business. And
it would be something else to draw people to Uxbridge.

Back in the day, artists had rich patrons - kings, wealthy priests, dukes and princesses who
would commission work after work, and they filled the world with beautiful things. The world
isn’t done with beautiful things, but those days of patronage are gone. The artist can no
longer be a totally creative soul. He/she must be a savvy business person as well. Business
owners who are successful are artists in their own right, turning their vocations into master-
pieces that will bring people to their doors.

Local businesses and local artists deserve our patronage. Just like the old days.



On Power and Politics on CBC-TV on Monday, in discussing the elevation of
Durham MP Erin O'Toole to the federal cabinet, panelists said a number of times that Mr. O'Toole will
be a better communicator than Julian Fantino as Veteran Affairs Minister.

I will admit that Mr. O'Toole has already proven himself a better communicator simply by being a
regular guest on the program, while Mr. Fantino, according to host Evan Solomon, has repeatedly
refused to appear. Yet, on the numerous times I have seen our MP on Power and Politics, he has
always stuck rigidly to the government's talking points, rarely, if ever, straying from the message.

However, I have my own problems with Mr. O'Toole as a communicator. When he was elected in
2012, I arranged to meet him in Bowmanville for ‘A Cup of Coffee’ just a few hours after he was
sworn in as an MP. The meeting went well because, as readers of ‘A Cup of Coffee’ know, those are
“soft” interviews designed to learn more about the person involved and not to hold them to account
for their opinions or stances.

Since then, however, our discourse has been less than amiable. I followed Mr. O'Toole on Twitter
and occasionally took him to task for some of his tweets. Apparently, he has had enough. In attempt-
ing to reach him this week to obtain his comments on his new portfolio, I discovered that he has
blocked me from seeing his Twitter tweets.

What would cause him to do such a thing? Perhaps a couple of Twitter exchange examples might
throw some light on the reason he has rebuffed a constituent.

In February 2014, Mr. O'Toole tweeted: “Quite sad to see Twitter trolls strong on invective & opin-
ion but weak on grasp of how veterans are served. Watch my speech if you want facts.” I replied:
“Typical Con approach: denigrate those who disagree with you.” He came back with: “Sounds more
like your approach Roger as all your tweets prove.” I asked him to give me one example, but he did-
n't reply.

My Twitter exchanges with Mr. O'Toole began in June 2013 when he retweeted Industry Minister
James Moore's comment: “Listening to Hedy Fry argue justice policy is like listening to someone
arguing professional wrestling is real.” I replied to Mr. O'Toole: "Seriously disappointed in you Erin.
From Moore I expect such comments. I had hoped you would be better." I went on to say he should
attack Ms. Fry's arguments rather than her personally.

There have been other small exchanges since then, but those give you an idea of what passed
between us.

I fail to see how troublesome, how grievous, my comments were to cause Mr. O'Toole to block me
from his Twitter account. Is Mr. O'Toole communicating to his constituents that he will only allow com-
ments on his tweets if he finds them agreeable? Is he telling the voters of Durham riding that unless
they support him, he is not interested in their opinions? And now that he has taken over the Veteran's
Affairs portfolio, will he rebuff anyone critical of the way our veterans have been and are being
treated by the government?

It seems to me that Mr. O'Toole would want to be seen in a better light than Mr. Fantino, who gen-
erated anger from coast to coast for the way he treated a group of aged veterans who had travelled
to Ottawa to meet him and for the way he turned his back on a veteran's wife who wanted to talk
to him. One way to do that would be to talk to those who disagree with him, not just the sycophants.

Tell me, am I wrong?
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

The challenge of sitting

It was one of those moments you can turn into something brilliant. Or, just as eas-
ily, one you can see yourself going down in flames. It happened over the holidays.

I was suddenly thrust into the position of having to do some babysitting of our grandchildren at our daughter's
and son-in-law's house. The three grandkids had finished dinner. Their parents had dashed off for some quali-
ty away time from the kids. And I had to come up with something creative for entertainment. I asked the eld-
est grandchild - the six-year-old - what she wanted to do. 

“Let's make something really cool,” she said. 
“Like what?” I asked.
“I don't know,” she said, “but let's draw it first.”
OK. If I had to draw it first, that meant two things. One, it meant that my drawing skills - which at the best of

times leave something to be desired - would leave lots of room for interpretation; in other words, even if what
we ended up creating was only close to the drawing, I'd be safe. And two, having to draw it first, that meant I
had a bit of time to improvise. Isn't that what babysitting is all about? Improvising? Sure.

At any rate, my granddaughter handed the modern equivalent of an Etch-a-sketch to me and repeated that I
should draw what it was we were going to build first. Then, we could build it. I started to draw a boat, a steam-
boat, with decks stacked up like a layer cake. And there was a paddlewheel on the side and a smokestack on
top. As I sketched, however, I suddenly had a flash of Kevin Costner's character in “Field of Dreams,” Ray
Kinsella, having to tear down a huge chunk of his cornfield just to build a baseball diamond, on the chance some
of his heroes would come. I wondered whether this make-believe steamboat would look anything like a real
steamboat. More important, I wondered how the heck we were going to build one!

Then, I remembered one of the toys my sister had given the grandkids for Christmas a few days earlier. It was
called Crazy Forts. All it consisted of was a bunch of plastic balls full of holes into which the user could insert
plastic sticks. And, depending on the imagination of the user (and, in this case, the dexterity of the grandfather)
the sticks and balls could become just about anything … even a steamboat. Funny, how the simplest of toys can
sometimes yield the best entertainment. The balls and sticks building set, I guess, was the modern equivalent of
pots and pans configured into Apollo 11 on the kitchen floor or the cardboard box from a brand-new household
appliance transformed into Old Fort York.

Of course, what else came back to me, as we figured out the construction task at hand, were all those babysit-
ters my sister and I used to have over when we were kids. Some of them only came once. The good ones came
back often because we asked for them. Believe me, our babysitters had to be pretty creative if they expected
to survive an evening tending kids at the Barris household. There were the teenagers who could play floor hock-
ey. There were the ones who could read stories, using different voices for the characters when they read the dia-
logue. I remember an elderly neighbourhood woman we often asked for; not only was she creative when it came
to inventing games, she was also a fabulous cook. We asked for her (and her French fries and baking) back for
return visits a lot. And she also knew how to make her talents work for her.

“Either it's time for bed or there's no apple pie the next time I'm here,” she would warn us. And we knew she
knew she could get us to do whatever she wanted, including going to bed on time.

But back to the steamboat and the Crazy Forts. Having managed to transpose the steamboat drawing to the
toy set, my granddaughter and I managed to build the frame of a steamboat - complete with pilot house at the
top and paddlewheel spokes at the side - in about half an hour. And the flurry of activity suddenly drew an audi-
ence. The other two grandkids - aged five and three - suddenly wanted to get in on the act (just like Tom Sawyer
painting his fence) and before long all three of them were coming up with ideas for the steamboat creation.
Then, to complete the job, all three kids were able to crawl into the frame of sticks and balls and imitate a steam-
boat crew - the captain, the engineer and the sailor in the crow's nest spotting sandbars and reefs ahead on the
imaginary river. It wasn't long before everybody was tuckered out, the sticks and balls put away, and all three
off to bed.

“Everything OK?” the grandkids’ parents asked when they got home.
“Just fine,” I said. “We just made something really cool.”

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

am I wrong?
column by Roger Varley
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by Roger Varley

Council opened discussions of the
2015 budget Tuesday in the face of
diminishing funding from the
province and some looming but
necessary big-ticket items.

Donna Condon, overseeing her
first budget as treasurer, said the
budget presented Tuesday, before
any deliberations, would result in a
tax levy increase of 11.2 per cent,
adjusted for growth. However,
finance committee chair Councillor
Pat Molloy said residents should not
panic, as the increase will not
approach that figure. He noted, for
example, that the Region of
Durham is aiming at a one-per-cent
increase this year.

He added, however, that funding
from the Ontario Municipal
Partnership Fund has diminished
over the last three years, to
$922,000 in 2014 from $1.2 mil-
lion in 2012. This year, that fund-
ing will be reduced even further to
$737,000 this year and will eventu-
ally be cut to zero.

He said council cut as much from
the budgets of the last four years as
it could while "running a pretty effi-
cient township".

"While cutting and slashing, we
have to maintain our township and

our services," he said. "We've been
meeting with department heads
over the last four weeks. We asked
how much will it cost to operate
this year the same as last year."

In an effort to increase public par-
ticipation in the budget process,
Mr. Molloy said members of the
public - nine were in attendance at
Tuesday's meeting - will be able to
ask questions following each depart-
ment's presentation.

The first department head on the
hot seat was Recreation Manager
Amanda Ferraro, who put the first
big ticket items on the table, includ-
ing $100,000 for repairs to the
dome of the Foster Memorial. Ms.
Ferraro said that figure is an esti-
mate from engineers and if council
does not approve it, the Foster will
have to be closed to the public for
safety reasons because of a possible
roof collapse.

In discussing possible new sources
of revenue for the facilities and
operations that come under her
direction as manager of recreation,
culture and tourism, Councillor
Gordon Highet wondered if it
would be possible to have an artist-
in-residence at the museum to
attract more visitors to the museum
grounds. Later, during the public
question period, former councillor
Bev Northeast said that some artists
are interested in renting a building
at the museum for a studio. 

Discussing Uxbridge's 224-kilo-
metre trail system, which sees no
revenue other than occasional
grants and donations, Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor said she would like
to see the completion of two new
trails that have been started "and
then sit back and look at how we're
going to maintain the trails." That
led to another suggestion about the
possibility of setting up advertising

spots around the Countryside
Preserve.

Discussion also involved Uxpool,
which Ms. Ferraro said should serve
the community for the next 10
years. But $30,000 in repairs are
needed to fix a crack in the building
and also a new boiler will be
required in two or three years, right
when council will be making deci-
sions on a new pool, tagged at $10
million, for which the township
already has $3 million put away
from development charges. Mayor
O'Connor said she hated to spend a
lot of money on a building that is
slated to come down. Chief
Administrative Officer Ingrid
Svelnis said council might need to
take another look at designs for the
new pool.

"We need to know what's inside
the building, not what it looks like."
she said.

In the question period, council
received three suggestions which the
proponents admitted were startling.

Ms. Northeast said council should
investigate the possibility of insti-
tuting a land transfer tax on homes
costing more than $500,000, simi-
lar to Toronto's land transfer tax.

Former Scugog mayor and now
Uxbridge resident Doug Moffatt
said the township should investigate
the installation of solar panels on
municipal buildings as a way of gen-
erating revenue. He also urged
councillors to discuss pulling
Uxbridge out of Durham Region as
a way to save money.

The next budget meeting will be
held on Tuesday at 1 p.m., when the
library, the clerk's department
(including bylaw) and the BIA are
discussed, followed by meetings on
Wednesday and Thursday at the
same time.
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Break out your Bumpits and make
that Beehive, Hairspray is coming
to town!
This Tony-award winning musical

(it won a record eight awards out of
13 nominations), is coming to the
Uxbridge Music Hall on Thursdy,
January 15, and running until
January 24.
The cast is made up of over 45 tal-

ented individuals from Uxbridge
and beyond, ranging in age from
11 to 60+. The show will also fea-
ture what Director Cathy Christoff
calls an 11 piece “smokin' hot
band”!
Hairspray has delighted audiences

by sweeping them away to 1960s
Baltimore, where the 50s are out --
and change is in the air! Loveable
plus-size heroine Tracy Turnblad
(played by Uxbridge’s Katie
Fortune), has a passion for dancing,
and wins a spot on the local TV
dance program, "The Corny
Collins Show." Overnight she finds
herself transformed from outsider
to teen celebrity. With her devoted
parents by her side, mother Edna

(played by David
Cardinal…yes…David) and father
Wilbur (played by Mark
Christoff ), can a larger-than-life
adolescent manage to vanquish the
program's reigning princess, racial-
ly integrate the television show, and
find true love (singing and dancing
all the while, of course!) without
mussing her hair?

Cathy, along with her talented
team (vocals by Ann Gage, chore-
ography by Shira Forsyth, orchestra
conductor Steffan Brunette and
Producer Lisa Fearnley), invite you
to come and experience Hairspray.
Full of toe-tapping songs, tremen-
dous vocals, fabulous choreography
and vibrant colours, it is sure to
delight all ages and leave you wish-
ing for more at the end of “You
Can't Stop the Beat”, the finale,
which will be playing in your head
for many days afterwards. 

Tickets are available at Little
Acorn (77 Brock St. 905-862-
3524) in Uxbridge, online at
www.onstageuxbridge.com and at
the door.

Psst...you need some
Hairspray

Council budget discussions under way



by Roger Varley

With an extended 4-3 shoot-out
win over the Little Britain
Merchants on Dec. 30, the
Uxbridge Bruins ended 2014 on
a high note. However, 2015 did
not start as well, as the Bruins
were shut out 3-0 by the
Lakefield Chiefs on Jan. 2.

As a result, the Bruins now
occupy third place in the seven-
team OHA Junior C Central
Division three points behind
Port Perry MoJacks and two
points behind the Chiefs.

Homegrown Robert
Freckelton opened the scoring
against the Merchants at the
Uxbridge arena with an unas-
sisted goal near the middle of
the fast-paced opening period.
As the period wound down,
Daryl Thomson converted a
cross-ice pass from Shane Smith
with a shot high in the net.
Adam Bartholomew also was
given an assist. Then, with only
41 seconds remaining, Uxbridge
native Todd Winder made it 3-0
by popping in Thomson's
rebound. The Bruins dominated
the period and, as is usually the
case, the bounces went their
way.

The second period saw the
Bruins come out a little less
sharp, allowing the Merchants

to get on the scoreboard at the
13:03 mark. Less than a minute
later, Little Britain cut the
Bruins' lead to one goal when
Little Britain's Brett Doble
tipped the puck at an acute
angle to beat goalie Brandon
Francey. Francey was then beat-
en by a looping flutter shot with
just over two minutes left in the
period.

In the scoreless third period,
Little Britain almost put the
game away in the dying seconds,
but were stymied by a great save
by Francey.

The overtime period was also
scoreless, although Jarrett
|Smith and Thomson both
missed good opportunities to
score.
In the nail-biting shoot-out, 18

players took turns at scoring.
Little Britain scored on their
second attempt and Thomson
scored on the Bruins' third try
to tie the score. After five more
players tried their luck, Shane
Smith scored with a nice deke,
only to see the Merchants reply.
Four more shooters made their
appearance before Freckelton
scored what proved to be the
winning goal.

Last Friday, back at the arena,
it took a full five minutes of
play before the Bruins registered
their first shot on the Lakefield

Chiefs' goal. Both the defence
and offence struggled and it was
only because of the efforts of
Francey that the Uxbridge
squad stayed in the game. The
Chiefs scored the only goal of
the period, a short-handed
effort by Travis Brault, and kept
the Bruins on their heels.

Brault scored again midway
through the second period and
the Chiefs put the game away
with a power-play goal late in
the period.
The Bruins host the struggling

North Kawartha Knights at the
arena tomorrow at 7:45 p.m.
and then travel to Little Britain
on Saturday for a rematch
against the Merchants.
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Bruins end with a win, start with a loss MURDOCH MYSTERIES TO FEATURE THE FOSTER
The Thomas Foster Memorial will be the star on the acclaimed CBC program Murdoch
Mysteries on Monday, January 12, at 7 p.m .
An episode of Murdoch Mysteries was taped at the Thomas Foster last summer, and some
members of the Friends of the Foster committee, who were shown a small segment of the
program, promise that the entire episode will be “mesmerizing”! So be sure to tune in to
Murdoch Mysteries this coming Monday at  7 p.m. to see our Foster become famous!



Tigers Taking
the Stage

by Alysa Wilson

For the past four months the stu-

dents of the USS Drama in the
Community course have been hard
at work, preparing to take to the
stage in Jon Jory’s adaptation of Jane
Austen’s famous novel Pride and

Prejudice.
Under the direction of Mr.

Grujicich, head of the arts depart-
ment, Drama in the Community is a
course designed to give students
interested in a career in the arts to
have a chance to experience the
process of a production. It also teach-
es them skills in organization,
responsibility, initiative, as well as
teamwork, with the rigorous practice
schedule and lengthy list of prepara-
tion involved in the making of the
production. 

Shows previously presented to the
community by this course include:
Into the Woods, The Crucible, Bye Bye
Birdie and Metamorphosis, all with
great success! 
Pride and Prejudice is a witty tale set

in England in the early 19th century.
It follows the lives of the Bennetts, a
family consisting of five unmarried
daughters, guided by a ridiculous
mother and a sarcastic father. The
lives of the family take drastic turns
as the daughters are caught up in the
world of courtship and marriage. In
the spotlight especially is the rela-
tionship between Elizabeth Bennett,
the second-born who is headstrong

and intelligent, but tends to be prej-
udiced towards situations she does
not fully understand, and Mr. Darcy,
a wealthy and prideful man who does
not forgive or forget easily.

In order to be true to the time peri-
od in which the play is set, the elab-
orate costumes and authentic set
were created. Mr. Grujicich headed
up this work, and was helped by par-
ent volunteers and Mr. Brown's
woodshop course.  The outcome of
this dedication is breathtaking and

the audience will
feel as though they
are actually
immersed in the
world of Pride and
Prejudice. To add
to the authenticity,
during the ball-
room scenes of the
play, the actors will
take part in dances
choreographed by
Mrs. Ridgway, one
of the dance course
teachers at USS,
which look as
though they have
come right from
the 1800s.

The students in the course are excit-
ed about their show, as they have put
much time and effort into making it
an unforgettable performance. The
process has been enjoyable for them
as they have learned to understand
the elevated language and behavior of
the time period. 

The students, parents, and teachers
involved in the production of Pride
and Prejudice would greatly appreci-
ate the support of the community
and are sure that the play will enter-
tain a wide ranging audience.

“It has many funny parts and the
dances are super entertaining - both
to do and to watch! I would recom-
mend this play to anyone who wants
to have a good time!” exclaims Avery
Watters, the Grade 12 student, play-
ing Mary Bennet in the show. 

Pride and Prejudice opens on
January 13 and runs until Saturday
evening. All shows are at 7 p.m., and
tickets can be bought at the door for
$10.

The show dates and times are also
displayed on a poster designed by
Grade 12 art student Josh
Humphrey, and can be seen in the
windows of many businesses
throughout Uxbridge. 

Fri., Jan. 9, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw, Clubine, Norton, Walker
Woods.  This is a fast pace, 2+ hr., 8+
km loop hike or snowshoe.  Meet in the
parking area on the east side of Conc.
6, 2 km south of Durham 21 at Albright
Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat., Jan. 10, 7 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moderate
pace hike; Bring icers or snowshoes.
Join us for breakfast after the hike. Meet
at the parking area on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sun., Jan. 11: A Pilgrimage in
Spain-Walking the Camino de
Santiago, presentation by Rev. Diane
Bennett-Jones. Sandford United Church,
1 p.m.

Thurs., Jan. 15: Hairspray,
OnStage Uxbridge’s kick-off to the new
year! Uxbridge Music Hall, through to
January 24. See ad on pages 8-9 for
details. Tickets $20, available at Little
Acorn, 905-862-3524 or online at
onstageuxbridge.com
Fri., Jan. 16: The drama “An

Inspector Calls”, a staged play-read-
ing by the new Stouffville Theatre
Company. 8 p.m., at 19 on the Park,
Main Street, Stouffville. Admission by
"suggested donation" of $10.
Refreshments

Mon., Jan. 19: Monday Morning
Singers invite you to beat the winter
blahs and come to sing with this
Women's Choir directed by Anne
Mizen. We are preparing for our
spring concert May 1st. Practices are
Monday mornings 9:15-11:30 a.m.
at St.Paul's Anglican Church, 65
Toronto Street South, Uxbridge.  Call
905 852-3693 or visit
www.mmsingers.org.
Tues., Jan. 20: Uxbridge Fall Fair
The Annual General Meeting of
the Uxbridge-Scott Agricultural
Society will be held at Trinity United
Church, 7:30 p.m. Directors will be
elected and planning will start for the
2015 Fair.  Everyone welcome.
Sat., Jan. 24: Robert Burns
Supper. Hosted by the Uxbridge
Legion Pipes and Drums, at the
Uxbridge Legion, Branch 170 (109
Franklin St. 905-852-5293). A fine
meal of roast beef, haggis and all the
trimmings awaits as the life and works

of the poet Robert Burns is celebrated.
Featuring the Address to the Haggis,
toasts, Selkirk Grace, plus Highland
dancers, the Luke Family band, and the
Uxbridge pipe band. Tickets $45 per
person. Available at the Legion.
Sun., Feb. 1: Music Fest, 10-11
a.m.  at Reachview Village, Uxbridge.
An excellent venue for anyone to gain
experience performing - be it singing,
dance, story-telling or playing an instru-
ment.
All welcome. For more info please con-
tact jo at 905-852-6487.

Shuffleboard, Mondays &
Wednesdays, Uxbridge Seniors Centre,
9 a.m. $2. All welcome!
“Chances Are” Hospital Auxiliary
Store on Bascom St. accepting good
winter clothing. Proceeds to Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital
The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. Donations
always appreciated, can be dropped
at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m.-
noon. Tax receipts  issued for financial
donations. 
North Durham Ladies
Community Bible Study (Non-
Denominational), meeting at Uxbridge
Baptist Church, 231 Brock St. W. on
Tuesday mornings from 9:15- 11:15
a.m. Come make new friends as we
study the Bible together. Nursery and

Full Children's program offered from
newborn to age 5. For more info, visit:
www.cbsicanada.org. or contact Carol
905 852-4064.
Ladybeat Women's Community
Drum Circle meets Mondays. No
experience necessary. Drums available
if you don't have one. Our next six-
week series starts January 5, 8 p.m.
For more info and registration, contact
Anne Webb, ladybeat@live.ca
Heart to Heart Healing Centre,
26 Brock St W., open every
Wednesday, 2 - 4 p.m., every Thursday
7:30 - 9:30 p.m. Offers Christian
prayer for anyone needing healing in
body, soul or spirit.  905 852 4665 or
email info@hearttohearthealingcentre.com,
www.hearttohearthealingcentre.com 
.Join IODE - IODE Chapter  meets on
the first Wednesday of the month.
Women of all ages are invited to attend
and learn about volunteer work with
IODE. For more information, visit
www.iode.ca or call 905 852-6890. 
St. Andrew’s-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church, Uxbridge.
905-852-6262 www.stan-
drewschalmers.ca.  Sunday service
10:30 a.m.
LINE DANCING every Thursday at
Uxbridge Seniors Centre, 9:30 a.m. to
11a.m. (9 a.m. for beginners). For info,
call Dianne at 905-985-4126 or just
drop in. 
Soup Lunch, every Wed., St.
Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian

Church, 12-1 p.m. Pay what you can
for an amazing hot meal. All welcome.
Family Caregiver Support Group
for those caring for someone with
Alzheimer's disease or related demen-
tia. Last Tuesday of each month (except
December), 1:30-3:30 p.m., Trinity
United Church. For more information,
call Alzheimer Society Durham
Meditation: First and third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Siloam. No
experience necessary. See
www.InvitationToMeditation.ca for
information.
Baby Cafe,  Uxbridge Early
Learning Centre, located within
Uxbridge Public School. Free, every
Monday, 9-11 a.m. A Lactation
Consultant will be present each week to
answer questions. Presented by
Durham Farm & Rural Family
Resources, contact 905-862-3131 or
director@durhamfamilyresources.org
for more information.
Dance the night away every first
Friday night of the month. Free admis-
sion from 8-midnight. Also, Karaoke
every 3rd Saturday of the month. 8-mid-
night. Uxbridge Legion Branch 170

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organi-
zation that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.
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 Tiger Talk

Did you make any New Year’s
resolutions regarding your health?
If not, it’s never too late.  January
is the perfect time to start new,
healthy habits.  Why not make it
your resolution to enhance your
health and well-being this year?
Are you living with any of these
miserable problems?

• Headaches?
• Neck problems?
• Shoulder pain?
• Low back or hip pain?
• Poor posture?
• Fatigue/low energy?
• Insomnia?
• Digestion issues?
• Pain of any kind?

Life is too short to be lived in
less than optimal health.  Give
your health the priority it deserves.

Chiropractic and/or acupuncture
may be just what you need. Call
the office today and let’s make
2015 a healthy year for you.
Mention this ad and receive a no-
charge consultation.

Alysa Wilson, Graham Kennedy, Maggie Anderson, and Kayla Lantigua are dressed to dis-
cover whether they shall succumb to Pride or Prejudice.             Photo by Jeff Grujicich



There was a
lot of disap-
pointment
that no one
was nomi-

nated for the prestigious Citizen of
the Year award for our community
for 2014. However, when the news
was released and a number of resi-
dents were asked what they thought,
almost every one of them came up
with a name of a person who would
be a fine recipient of the award. This
tells me that those residents were
too busy, or too shy or lazy, to come
forward and nominate that person.
If that is the case then, in my view,
the nomination process should be
changed and I have a few sugges-
tions how I feel that could be done.

First of all, the project should not
be run by a private business such as
a newspaper. This is an appreciation
award on behalf of the community,
so I feel that the mayor should, in
the first month of the year, confi-
dentially choose five residents to be
on the nominating committee.
Until later in the year, none of the
five would know who their fellow
committee members were. This
group of five would secretly observe
residents of the community who, in
their daily lives, perform unselfish
acts to help make Uxbridge a better
place to live for everyone and,
believe me, from my experience,
there are hundreds who do this on a
daily basis and deserve to be recog-
nized.

Late November the mayor would
call each of the committee members
to a meeting in her office where they
would meet each other for the first
time. The mayor would inform
them that they have until the first of
January to make their choice of
Citizen of the Year. Again, their
meetings would be committee
members only with no member of
council present, as this is an award
on behalf of the citizens - not the
politicians. Once they have made
their choice of the recipient, then
the announcement could be made
at the Mayor's Levy on New Year's
Day. The recipient and mayor
would be told in confidence. A
plaque could be prepared, which
would be presented to the recipient
at the Levy. I'm sure there is a serv-
ice club that would like to donate
the plaque.

This is only my idea, and some
readers
m a y
h a v e

thoughts of their own. The process
is my opinion only, but would make
sure that we would not be placed in
the embarrassing position of not
recognizing at least one deserving
resident every year for their tremen-
dous efforts to make Uxbridge a
better place for everyone to live. If
anyone has another idea or thoughts
on how to improve my suggestion
then please come forward. This is a
reward from the citizens of
Uxbridge and I feel all citizens
should be involved.

------------
An old saying claims that “the nuts
don't fall too far from the tree”, and
I say this as I think of how I am like
my late father in many ways. This
came to mind here in Barbados on
Old Years Night, when I decided to
wander over to the sea and watch
the many beautiful fireworks shows
provided by the hotels long the west
coast. As I was walking along I
passed by a lovely old church with a
full house and they were belting out
many of the Christmas carols that I
have come to enjoy over the years.
My curiosity took me up the steps
and finally I stepped into the back
of the church and joined in the
singing. As I stood there singing out
the carols, I suddenly realized how
proud my late father would be.

Dad loved to sing hymns, and to
get from our home on Mechanic St.
to the Anglican Church one had to
pass the Presbyterian Church. On
more than one occasion as I was
heading to church I would hear a
voice coming from the Presbyterian
Church that sounded very much
like Dad. Peeking into the church,
sure enough there he was in the
back row joining in with one of
their hymns - probably one of his
favourites. Once finished he would
come out and walk on to the join
the Anglican Church service. This
was just one of the delightful -
sometimes annoying - habits he
had, and Dad sure wasn't backward
about coming forward.

As I walked away from the church
and headed to the sea it started to
dawn on me that I had just copied
some-
t h i n g
m y
D a d
did on
a regu-
l a r
b a s i s .

Myself having just turned 80, which
was around his age when we lost
him, it struck me that I was carrying
on a tradition that he was well
known for. Jack Stemp was a great
guy and a fun dad, so maybe I can't
go too far wrong by copying more
of his habits. 

This was how I spent some of the
last minutes of 2014, which were so
very enjoyable. Hope your minutes
were as enjoyable and spent with
family and good friends.

------------
Interesting how one can watch
movies and TV shows and form
opinions, good or bad, about the
personalities of the actors or the
panel members on the various talent
shows. One that I could never take
to was Simon Cowell, who gave me
the impression that he was better
than all the rest and, in my opinion,
talked down to not just the other
panel members but to some of the
contestants as well. Of course, one
must keep in mind that may be the
reason for him being on the panel -
to add a little punch and controver-
sy to what could otherwise be a bit
of a namby pamby presentation.
Who knows? But his arrogant atti-
tude turned me off and I would
quite often switch channels just to
get away from his performance.
That same Simon now spends a lot

of time in Barbados, having built a
huge mansion in the toney Sandy
Lane area of Barbados. I watched
the construction of the home,
which went on for months and
many wondered if it was ever going
to end. Well, it did, and now Simon
seems to spend a fair amount of
time on the island and is seen at
many events and functions around
Barbados. It was because of this that
I began to change my opinion of
this man.

One of the features which makes
Barbados unique is there are no pri-
vate beaches. A wide
strip of land right around
the entire island is public
property, so it matters
not how large or expen-
sive your seaside proper-

ty, you can never control the beach.
It is one of the reasons that Bajans
welcome and are very friendly to
visitors. It doesn't matter what
celebrity or famous person visits, or
has a home on the island; when they
go for a swim in the sea the locals
may be swimming right alongside.
(A few years ago there were huge
crowd on Sandy Lane beach when
word spread that the Queen was a
visitor and swam daily in the sea.)  It
was this that let me see the other
side of Simon Cowell and change

my opinion about this famous per-
sonality. The papers were full of
photos of Simon on the beach with
locals, young and old, all around
him and he looked like he was
enjoying every minute, having his
photo taken with them and not
rushing to get away. Certainly not
the image that came across to me on
TV.  But that's show business and
now I know the other side of the
story and feel that Simon is an
alright guy.

THE UXBRIDGE BRUINS 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Friday, January 9 7:45 p.m.
UXBRIDGE ARENA against North Kawartha

Saturday, January 10 7:30 p.m.
Against Little Britain at the 

Little Britain Arena

For details go to www.uxbridgebruins.ca
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BALL, Mary Beatrice

At Markham Stouffville Hospital on Wednesday, December 24, 2014,
aged 84 years. 

Beloved wife of the late Joseph Lloyd Samuel Ball (2013) for 61 years.
Devoted mother of Dale Robert and Peggy Ball, Cold Lake AB; Dawn

Marie and Joe Baker, Cochrane, AB; Dianne Elizabeth (1993), and
Ross MacKenzie (2013), Mary Jane and Roy Shuker, Wellington, NZ;

Lisa Anne and John Kesper (2013), Toronto, ON; Brian Jay Ball
(1983), Ian Stuart Ball, Oakwood, ON; Daryl Lloyd Ball, Bolsover,

ON; Denise Joy Ball, and Colin Mackenzie, Musselman's Lake, ON.
Dear Nana of Nicole Ball, Edmonton, AB; Bailey Brogan and Keaton
Baker, Cochrane, AB; Emma and Cameron Shuker, Wellington, NZ;

Susan and Lloyd Kesper, Toronto, ON. 
A memorial service was held on Sunday, January 4, 2015, at St.

Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church, Uxbridge at 2p.m. 
Memorial donations may be made to the “Committee of Friend's

Meeting House” (c/o Sharon Tate, 1109 Concession 4, Zephyr, ON,
L0E 1T0), which oversees the Uxbridge Quaker Meeting House; to St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church, (40B Toronto St S, Uxbridge,

ON, L9P1G9); or to St. James Presbyterian Church, (6432 Main St,
Stouffville, ON, L4A 1G3). 

To make an online condolence, please visit lowandlow.ca

USED GUITARS & 
CONSIGNMENT
INSTRUMENTS

STUDENTS: 
Guitar, Bass, Drums - any
age, any level of ability

The 
Guitar Workshop
905-852-4259
Uxbridge, behind Remax

Stemp’s Stew with Harry Stemp



Services
QUALITY RENOVATIONS Home
Improvements, Renovations and Repairs,
Fireplace Facelifts, Professional
Handyman Services. Now booking
Custom Decks, Pergolas, Cabanas, Sheds
and other Yard Structures for the 2015
season...call Steve at Northwood Home
Services...905-852-1750   1/29
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-
6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  1/29
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no
crates or kennels, reasonable rates.
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454  1/29
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. Give
yourself the best present ever - a safe
and stable house.  James Buren, BA RHI
416-567-4282   1/29
BABYSITTER: Grade 10 student, reli-
able... responsible...resourceful. CPR cer-
tified. Call Cheyenne 905.852.4275
1/29
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to cor-
porate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge.
905-852-7281   04/20
HOME-WATCH House Sitting
Services: Dog walking/Cat
sitting/Home visits. Now in our 10th
year! Heather Stewart, 905-852-8525.
Email hstewart@home-watch.ca
www.home-watch.ca   1/29
MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR

MONEY: Do you and your spouse need
someone to help you get on the same
page around your finances? We help you
achieve your goals…without selling you
anything. TheMoneyCounsellor.com
905.442.8801  1/8*

Wanted
DOG WALKER/PET SITTER required
in my home. Part-time, flexible hours.
Must be completely reliable. Must supply
references and phone number in reply.
Email fluffybabes@yahoo.ca   1/8
G.Q. TAXI - DRIVER WANTED: Must
be 25 yrs. of age or older. Part-time &
full-time available. 905-852-2222

1/29

For Sale
ROSSIGNOL CROSS COUNTRY
SKIS with poles, size 8 ladies boot, great
condition. $85 o.b.o. 905-852-5541

1/8
2009 BUICK ALLURE CX: Great con-
dition, remote start, keyless entry,
air/cruise/power driver’s seat. Certified
& e-tested, 59,000 km. $11,995.
905-852-3540   1/8
WINE MAKING EQUIPMENT includ-
ing 3 carboys, filter, corking unit, bottle
dryer and 60 bottles. $75. 647-390-
4536   1/15

For Rent
BUNGALOW: Uxbridge, 3 bedroom, 2

bath, in town, walking distance to many
amenities. $1,800/month plus utilitites.
References required. Contact rentthis-
find@hotmail.com   1/8

Events
M I N D F U L N E S S / I N S I G H T
MEDITATION - A practice to bring clar-
ity, calm and compassion into your life.
Please join us for a twice monthly meet-
ing including group meditation, some
teaching and time for discussion.
Experienced and those new to meditation
are welcome.  These meetings will run on
the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month
at Siloam Hall beginning January 15th.
Time 7:00 pm - 8:30.  Contact Gail at
705-357-3341 or email ghorner@zing-

net.ca, or just show up at the door.   1/22

Thur sday,  Januar y  8    201510The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

“Therefore if anyone is in
christ, he is a new cre-
ation; the old has gone,
the new has come!

II Cor. 5:17

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance
by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:
Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Winter Tune-up Special

905-852-9369

Bill’s 
Handyman Services

cell: 416-317-8314
email: bill.handyman111@gmail.com 

WSIB Registered
•  Painting
•  Flooring
•  Caulking
•  Windows
•  Doors
•  Roof Repairs

•  Fence Repairs
•  Sheds
•  Small Tree 

Removal

Classified

FACTORY
TILE OUTLET

Porcelain, Ceramic,
Marble, Backsplashes,

Floors & Walls
Kitchen

Backsplash Tile
Sale

from $4.99 / sq. ft.
(glass tile)

Installation available
416 822 1201
Free local delivery

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

•  Custom
Upholstery

•  Recovering
•  Rebuilding
•  Repairing
•  Fabric Samples

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1940
Specializing in Antique Restoring & Recovery

Free Pick-up and Delivery

416-221-9044           905-649-3884

Lansing Upholstery

MADE

IN
UXBRIDGE

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT!

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com



The Uxbridge Studio Tour in
September was a wonderful event,
with many local artists participating
and offering places for guest artists.
The Blue Heron Studio on Brock St.
also hosted a local artists show and
sale for two weeks in December,
which offered another opportunity.
There was also Art in the Park in
Elgin Park in August. There is Art in
the Park in Markham, the One of a
Kind show, which puts on two very
successful artist shows per year, and
there is an art show at Toronto City
Hall in July. This does not include the
many other outdoor shows that are
within driving distance and attract
people specifically interested in buy-
ing artists' work.

In addition to the Blue Heron
Studio, Frankie's Ristorante displays
local art work; Raffini Design has
beautiful locally hand-crafted cutting
boards; Savon Du Bois supports a
number artists in the store; and

Thistledown Pet Memorial supports
local artists. I am sure that there are
many retailers that I have missed who
also support local art work. These
retailers shop locally for many prod-
ucts and/or ingredients to run their
businesses, which all contributes to
the local economy.   

Running a retail location is a very
timely and expensive endeavour.
There are plenty of empty stores in
town - if artists are really interested in
the Christmas trade, for example, why
don't a group of them undertake an
agreement with one of the landlords
to lease the space for the month of
December to promote their work.
This may give a perspective on just
how much it costs to run a retail busi-
ness. Port Perry runs a successful per-
manent art display of local Canadian
artists on Queen S., at MetaArt. A
similar permanent business of local
artists would make a wonderful addi-
tion to our town and support their

work.
As a shopper, I really do try to shop

local, shop Canadian, and not off
shore. It is getting very difficult, but I
have found the off shore products
generally not to be as a good a quali-
ty. It is getting increasingly frustrating
to find Canadian made products.

Shop local when possible. You may
be paying a little more, but the quali-
ty is definitely there.

D. Cann
Uxbridge

I read the response I got from Nancy
Newman and friends in the
December 24 edition of The Cosmos,
and wish to reply.

The local events she mentions like
Handmade in Uxbridge, The Studio
Tour, local art events, courses - the
local artist must pay to participate.
They must pay whoever is holding the
event, and that individual, or group,
makes money not only off the artist(s)

but also off any tickets that are sold.
Most artists do not make back the
investment/table fee.

My point - the only way an artist is
supported is by paying for it.  Many
of the stores mentioned in Ms.
Newmann's letter were ones that I did
indeed approach and was told only
under special circumstances/promo-
tion of an event (like windows deco-
rated promoting tour), or a special
event that they sold local artists.

How many stores promote local
artists on a daily
basis, like Kaylie's
Kottage in Mount
Albert, or South
Paw in Sutton?

I may be wrong,
but until I see the
local artist on dis-
play daily with the
consistency down-
town businesses
want supporting

their business (and without an up-
front fee or ridiculous commission fee
or having to wait for that "special cir-
cumstance/event") I stand by my let-
ter.

If one really wants to shop local,
then shop where local artists are part
of the daily products offered by busi-
nesses or shop straight from the artist
home stores.

Kairen Jamieson
Zephyr
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How well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-
son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of
our photo, will receive a prize - this week, it’s two tick-
ets to an Uxbridge Bruins Home Game. Last edition’s
photo has still not been guessed. Last hint: park your
bike by the brook before lunch or dinner.

V I E W P O I N T S

T h e
Uxbridge Genealogy Group is
looking to township residents to
help discover who is in the pic-
ture, right. The photo is on a
white tile, and there is no pho-
tographer or timeline attached

to the photo. They are looking
to discover if anyone knows the
family that this gentleman
belongs to, or if anyone may be
in possession of the original
photo.

The UGG is trying to put a
name to the face of many
unidentified pictures that have
been donated to the Uxbridge
Library. If you know who this

person is, please email  boy-
dreb@hotmail.com 

A Division of 
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all 
aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173

thecosmos@powergate.ca

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE

THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  POP IN TO CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS!

905-852-9892

Do you know this person?

38 Toronto Street North, Unit 1, Uxbridge
Tel: 905.852.1900  Cell: 647.220.9173
Email: thecosmos@powergate.ca 

The Cosmos is Uxbridge owned and operated. We cover
all four corners of Uxbridge Township with news and
events. We like to shop local - so should you!

Our rates are very competitive. Our paper and printing are
a better quality, which means your ad looks great.

We're delivered by Canada Post to residences and
businesses throughout the township. 

Our editorial-to-advertising ratio is much higher than the
competition. That means your ad gets noticed.

We feature only local content. Local content means we're
better read. Better read means your ad gets seen.

Our website offers additional exposure, as well as direct
links to your business - even in the classifieds!

Creative graphic design. Give us a try!

When planning your
advertising for 2015,
consider...

...Letters, from page 4



Now that the fuss of the holidays is
past, you may be looking for some-
thing to do on the long winter
evenings that lie ahead. If you like
playing games, hanging out with
your family and having fun, then
Laugh, PLAY & Connect might be
what you're looking for.

Jacquie Hermans, a local emo-
tional intelligence specialist, is
bringing her popular “Play with
ME” program to the Uxbridge
Library on Monday evenings from
7 - 8. That's one hour once a week
(for eight weeks) to get together
with friends and family and partic-
ipate in activities that will generate
laughter, encourage connection,
team building, confidence, opti-
mism, respect and responsibility.
It's a perfect opportunity to have a
great time, beat the winter blues,
and do something great for your
family. According to Ms. Hermans,
it has been proven that not only is
play important for childhood
development, but for enhancing
family communication, connection
and resiliency. 

“Play helps parents, caregivers,
and children better deal with daily
stresses, create a special bond, and
to develop a trusting space for open
communication. Play brings us joy,
and the amazing benefits of laugh-
ter, creativity, and imagination!” 

Each evening, Jacquie's program

will consist of low to moderate
active family games that encourage
laughter and inclusion for all ages.
The program will also offer simple
strategies to enhance emotional
awareness and strengthen self-regu-
lation.

Jacquie credits a lot of her own
personal growth for leading her to
offer a program like this.

“For the past 10 years I've been
teaching emotional intelligence,
both corporately and in schools.
Emotional intelligence is essentially
having an awareness of your emo-
tions and how they affect you and
the people around you. It's also
learning how to actively use strate-
gies to shift your thoughts for opti-

mal performance, productivity,
relationships and happiness.

Along with a degree in recreation
and several personal growth cours-
es, improv classes through Second
City have provided huge break-
throughs for her.

“My fear of failure, fear of judg-
ment and fear of the unknown all
bubbled up to the surface and I had
one of those aha moments - ‘it's
time to get over yourself, Jacquie!’
In improv, I had to trust whatever
came out of my mouth...I could
deal with it.”

Pre-registration is required.  You
can register for one or more days.
The more days you book, the
cheaper the registration. Cost is
low to increase accessibility to fam-
ilies and additional subsidy is avail-
able. The program begins Monday,
January 12, at 7 p.m.

For registration details:
https://play-with-me.eventbrite.ca.
For more details about this pro-
gram or about Jacquie visit:
www.play-with-me.eventbrite.ca or
call/Text (905) 758-0565, 1-888-
LAF-LOTS

Jacquie will be writing a column for
The Cosmos entitled “Let’s Get
Happy” for the next eight weeks to
highlight what she’s doing on
Monday nights while having fun and
communicating!
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SOFA Smiles with Gerry Roberts

Photo by Jason Chow

Let’s Get Happy with Jacquie Hermans
It's a new year with belated good
wishes for our SOFA members and
their families . . . and the rest of the
citizens of Uxbridge. We've made it
through almost half of our hockey
season with only one casualty.
Eddie Clark is recovering from an
injury early in December. Orange
team misses his speedy and tena-
cious play and hopes to see him
back soon. 

The 'regular' SOFA league
(Sunday mornings, over 50) can
still use regular players or even more
spare players. If interested call Tom
Einsmann at 852-4621. The reason
for the shortage in the regular

SOFA league is the success of the
over-60 subsidiary which plays on
Monday mornings. This group has
'jumped ship' from the regular
Sunday group simply because its
members feel that they are too old .
. . well, they are. In fact many of
this group are over 70. I can see, in
the not-too-distant future another
category, over 70. I can also see this
group being sponsored by the sen-
iors' residences in town . . . 'Last
Sunday saw Reachview defeating
Butternut 5 to 4 in a slow, but
almost controlled game. The game
was  interrupted by a 15 minute
washroom break.' Hmmm.


