
by Roger Varley

Councillor Gordon Highet had
some harsh words for Durham
Regional Police during council's
discussion Monday of a request to
lower the speed limit on Brookdale
Road.

A letter from Brookdale residents
requested council lower the speed
limit to 40 kph from the current 50
kph, citing increased traffic, the nar-
rowness and winding nature of the
road and the number of recreation-
al users.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor reit-
erated her long-held belief that

speeding in neighbourhoods is usu-
ally done by residents of the neigh-
bourhood, but Mr. Highet blamed
the DRPS in part.

He said lowering the speed limit
would do nothing if it was not
accompanied by enforcement, not-
ing he often saw police cruisers, as
many as three at once at times, at
Tim Horton's, McDonald's and
Country Style coffee shop "but
nowhere else".

"They should get off their asses
and do something," he said.

Public Works director Ben Kester
was asked to report back to council
after looking into the speed limit
request.

Youth events treated unfairly at
Music Hall?:

A letter from Music Hall board
chair Mike Wood and a deputation
from board member Frank Chown
urged council to reconsider its
Youth Event Policy for the Music
Hall.

Mr. Chown likened the Youth
Event Policy to "using a baseball bat
to kill a gnat". He said the policy,
which followed a couple of inci-
dents about four years ago, intro-
duced stringent requirements on
youth concerts and has led to the
Music Hall losing some youth con-
certs entirely. 

"We want to encourage youth con-
certs at the hall," he said.

He said the requirement that
youth concert organizers hire off-
duty police was adding additional
costs to people already working on a
tight budget, noting it cost about
$500 to hire two policemen for
three hours. He added that even
with police presence, the officers do
not enter the hall during the event.
He said police are not as effective as
security guards.
He also added that all events at the

Music Hall should be treated the
same, whether a rock 'n roll concert
or a symphony.

"Don't label them 'youth con-

certs'", he said. "Apply the rules to
all."

He told councillors that the Music
Hall board would like to see a pool
of trained volunteer Front of House
personnel who would make sure
that everything was as it should be
during an event, including
patrolling the basement area where
the washrooms are located.

Council decided that Chief
Administrative Officer Ingrid
Svelnis would meet with Karen Ryl,
the booking manager, and the
Music Hall board to discuss the pro-
posals.

Curious Chickadee, Enzo Cres.
by Renée Leahy
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WITCH HUNTING - Bradley Cole and Maggie Anderson look on as Kylie Barwise breaks down in a scene from The Crucible, which opens in the new theatre at Uxbridge Secondary School next Wednesday. The
Crucible, written by Arthur Miller, is an intense play that recounts the real-life events surrounding the Salem Witch Trials of 1692 in Massachusetts. Shows are January 15, 16 and 17, curtain at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10
each and will be available at the door. For a feature interview with Maggie Anderson, see a Cup of Coffee with Roger Varley on page 9. Photo by Mike Slade.
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Councillor criticizes lack of police presence
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council &
Committee 

Meeting Schedule 
for January

Monday, Jan. 13th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 20th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 27th
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.

PUBLIC MEETING
ZBA 2014-11 
2151634 Ontario Inc. -
Goodwood Esso, 290
Hwy. 47 7:30 p.m.

PUBLIC MEETING
ZBA 23013-12 
Township of Uxbridge -
King St. Parkette, 233
King Street 7:45 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Winter Ice Conditions
Elgin Pond

The Township of Uxbridge will
be testing the ice conditions at
Elgin Pond throughout the win-
ter:

No Flags - We have not 
started to test

Red Flags - Ice is not safe to
be on

Yellow Flags - Skate with 
caution

Please keep away from water
inlets and outlets as ice thick-
ness is compromised.
Note:  Flags are located at the
north end of Elgin Pond.

Stormwater
Management Facilities

Please keep off of all stormwa-
ter management facilities.
Water levels fluctuate at these
facilities and these facilities are
not safe for skating or other
activities.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela
Noble, 905-852-9747, ext. 24
(check out our newsletter for more

info. regarding programs available at
the library, or online at:

www.uxlib.com)

Computer Tutor for Seniors:
Teens interested in earning vol-
unteer hours are invited to call
Corrinne at the library, for assis-
tance to adults and seniors wish-
ing to better learn how to navigate
electronics.
Renovations are planned for the
library hopefully starting in late
February.  Watch for more details
regarding our exciting changes!

Follow the
Township Online

PUBLIC NOTICE
BIDS AND TENDERS 

The Township of Uxbridge is
implementing an “Electronic
Bidding Process” on the
Township of Uxbridge
Website for all bids and ten-
ders.

Utilizing electronic bidding
opportunity software improves
all aspects of the bidding
process for both the Township
and the bidder. Specifically for
the bidder, the process is
improved, as the bidder can
instantly access the bidding
opportunity documents, the
bidding opportunity taker list,
addendums and bidding
opportunity results from any-
where with an internet con-
nection.
The Township welcomes bid-

ders to visit the new “Bids and
Tenders” webpage
(http://www.town.uxbridge.on.
ca/bids_and_tenders) to reg-
ister as a bidder, become
familiar with the new process,
and to view the “Current Bid
Opportunities” for Township of
Uxbridge bids and tenders.

The bidding opportunity sub-
mission will continue to
remain the same, wherein a
sealed envelope will be hand
delivered to the Clerk's
Department.

The new electronic bidding
process will be implemented
on January 1, 2014.  
For further information on the

new electronic bidding
process, please contact the
Clerk's Department at 905-
852-9181.

Notice of Study Completion 
Brookdale Road Culvert Replacement, 

Township of Uxbridge
Class Environmental Assessment Study

The Study
The Township of Uxbridge, through their engineering consultant Chisholm,
Fleming and Associates, has completed a Class Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the proposed culvert replacement on Brookdale
Road, about 300 m north of Foxfire Chase, west of Lake Ridge Road
(Regional Road 23) and south of Reach Street (Regional Road 8),
Township of Uxbridge, Ontario. The existing concrete culvert requires
replacement due to structural deterioration in both headwalls, lack of road-
side safety and localized road embankment erosion necessitating recur-
ring maintenance. 

The Process
This project was planned as a
Schedule 'B' project as out-
lined in the Municipal
Engineer's Association (MEA)
Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment
(October 2000, as amended in
2007 & 2011), which is an
approved process under the
Environmental Assessment
Act.

All parties have been provid-
ed with the required Notice of
Commencement and Public Meetings. 
This Notice of Completion is the final stage of the integrated EA process.

Subject to comments received and the necessary approvals, the
Township of Uxbridge intends to proceed with the construction of this proj-
ect in accordance with the annual budget review and approval.

If there are concerns which cannot be resolved in discussion, a party or
person may request that the Minister of the Environmental make an order
for the project to comply with Part II of the EA Act (Part II Order). Requests
must be received no later than February 20, 2014.

Comments Invited
The project file is available for viewing at the Township of Uxbridge munic-
ipal office daily from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and has also been posted on
the Township of Uxbridge website, http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca. If you
have any questions or comments regarding the study, please contact
either of the following project team members:         

Personal information will be collected under the authority of the
Municipal Act, 2001, S.O., c. 24, as amended, and will be used by the
Township of Uxbridge for the purpose of providing further notification
regarding the Class EA Study. Any questions regarding the collection of
this information should be directed to the Freedom of Information and
Privacy Coordinator at 905-640-1910 or 1-855-642-8697 ext 2222. With
the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of
the public record.                        This notice is issued January 9, 2014

Study Area

Ben Kester, C.E.T.
Director of Public
Works 
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto St. S.
P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge, ON 
L9P 1T1 
Telephone: 
905-852-9181  x215
Fax: 905-852-9674
E-mail:
bkester@town.uxbridge.
on.ca

Mike Wilson, C.E.T.
Consultant Project
Manager
Chisholm, Fleming and
Associates
317 Renfrew Drive, 
Suite 301
Markham, ON 
L3R 9S8
Telephone: 
905-474-1458  x232
Toll Free: 
1-888-241-4149
Fax: 905-474-1910
E-mail:
mike.wilson@chisholm-
fleming.com

Andrea Carroll, P.Eng.
Consultant Project
Engineer
Chisholm, Fleming and
Associates
317 Renfrew Drive, 
Suite 301
Markham, ON 
L3R 9S8
Telephone: 
905-474-1458 x241
Toll Free: 
1-888-241-4149
Fax: 905-474-1910
E-mail:
andrea.carroll@chisholm
fleming.com

REGION OF DURHAM -
WASTE MANAGEMENT

PUBLIC SERVICE
ANNOUNCEMENT
CHRISTMAS TREE 

COLLECTION

The Region of Durham Waste
Management will be collect-
ing Christmas Trees on
January 13th, 2014. Please
remove, tinsel, decorations
and stands. Trees in plastic
bags will not be collected.
Note:  Christmas Trees
exceeding three metres (10
feet) must be cut in half for
collection.

Please ensure trees are not
buried in snow or frozen to
the ground.  

SPECIAL WASTE 
COLLECTION FOLLOW-

ING ICE STORM IN
DURHAM

JANUARY 13 ONLY

Yard waste (such as branch-
es) may be placed at the curb
for collection, based on regu-
lar set-out specifications
Please note: Branches less
than 10 centimetres in diame-
ter (4 inches), residents
should tie brush in bundles up
to one metre in length and 76
centimetres in width.   

There is no limit to the
amount of bundles during this
special yard waste collection.
Larger branches cannot be
collected at the curb; these
may be taken to the Oshawa
or Brock Waste Management
Facility for free disposal.

Residents are not to clear
trees from roads, sidewalks
and power lines to ensure
safety.  For trees or branches
fallen on Regional Roads,
please contact the Region of
Durham Works Department
at 1-800-372-1102.  For trees
or branches fallen on munici-
pal property, please contact
the Township of Uxbridge at
905-852-9181 and speak with
our Public Works
Department.

For any further inquiries,
please contact Durham
Region Waste Management
at 1-800-667-5671.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

NOMINATIONS - 2014 MUNICIPAL ELECTION
NOTICE is hereby given to the Municipal Electors of the Township of Uxbridge

MUNICIPAL ELECTION DAY - MONDAY, OCTOBER 2nd, 2014

CANDIDATE NOMINATION

NOMINATIONS in the Township of Uxbridge for the Election, which will be held on MONDAY, OCTOBER 27,
2014, will be accepted for the following list of elected offices by completing the prescribed form in the Office of the
Clerk:

MAYOR One (1) Member to be elected by general vote;

REGIONAL COUNCILLOR One (1) Member to be elected by general vote;

WARD COUNCILLORS Five (5) Members to be elected by the electors of each of the five (5) 
Wards in the Township of Uxbridge.

REGIONAL CHAIR
One (1) to be elected by the electors of the Region of Durham.
*Note: Nominations will be received in the Clerk's Office of the Regional Municipality of Durham, 605 Rossland  

Road East, Whitby, Ontario, L1N 6A3

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Townships of Uxbridge and Brock.
*Note: Nominations will be received in the Clerk's Office, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South, 

Uxbridge, Ontario

ENGLISH LANGUAGE DURHAM CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Townships of Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock.
*Note: Nominations will be received in the Clerk's Office, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South, 

Uxbridge, Ontario

FRENCH LANGUAGE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD 
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of the Regional Municipality of Durham, the
Counties of Haliburton, Northumberland, Peterborough and the City of Kawartha Lakes.
*Note: Nominations will be received at the City of Oshawa, City Clerk's Branch, 5th Floor, Rundle Tower, 50 

Centre Street South, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 3Z7

FRENCH LANGUAGE CATHOLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD
One (1) Trustee to be elected to represent the combined area of Brock, Scugog, Uxbridge, Pickering, Ajax,
Whitby and Oshawa.
*Note: Nominations will be received at the City of Oshawa, City Clerk's Branch, 5th Floor, Rundle Tower, 50 

Centre Street South, Oshawa, Ontario L1H 3Z7

NOMINATION PROCEDURES

Nominations are required to be submitted on the prescribed form (available at the Clerk's office) and shall be filed
IN PERSON or by an AGENT at the Clerk's Department, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1 during normal office hours (8:30am - 4:30pm) commencing January 2nd, 2014.  The
last date to file a nomination form is THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2014 (NOMINATION DAY) between the
hours of 9:00am and 2:00pm.

Each filed nomination form must be accompanied with the prescribed nomination fee ($200 - Mayor & Regional
Chair and $100 - all other positions).  No person who proposes to be a candidate may solicit or accept contribu-
tions for election purposes or incur campaign expenses until a nomination paper has been filed.

Further information related to these requirements or any other issues related to the Municipal Election in the
Township of Uxbridge may be obtained from the Clerk's Department by calling (905) 852-9181.

Official Municipal Election Information shall be available through:
• The Uxbridge Cosmos newspaper on the Township Page
• The Township of Uxbridge Website
• The Clerk's Department, Township of Uxbridge, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1T1

Dated at the Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge this 2nd day of January, 2014.
Debbie Leroux,

Municipal Clerk/Returning Officer

READING BUDDIES
Children in Grades 1 to 3, including French
immersion, will have lots of FUN reading and par-
ticipating in literacy-based activities with a volun-
teer from the community! Details and application
forms are available at www.uxlib.com or contact
robyn.miller@uxlib.com. Tuesday evenings 6:30-
7:30 p.m., or Wednesday afternoons 3:45-4:45
p.m.January 21/22 - March 18/19 (skip Mar
11/12). $10/child. 
Please note that renovations may require minor
modifications to the program (mid-Feb to Mar).  

Sponsored by:
UXBRIDGE FAMILY

DENTISTRY and 
DR. VI TU BANH & 

ASSOCIATES

Bob Harrison was first in line for the municipal elec-
tion race 2014, as he filled out the appropriate
paperwork with Paul Shipway, Deputy Clerk, at the
Township office on Jan. 2. Mr. Harrison will be run-
ning for councillor in Ward 3. Photo by John Cavers.

Our old-fashioned winter seems to be constant. Cold temperatures
and snowfall continue almost daily. We are grateful to not have
experienced the power outages that many of our neighbours to the
south have endured. We are so dependent on electricity.
We are sorry to hear of the recent passing of Audrey Cain (Foote)

following a brief illness. Audrey grew up in this area and attended
Ashworth School. Our sympathy goes to her family: son Bill, his
wife, Linda, and the grandchildren. A celebration of her life took
place at Low and Low Funeral Home in Uxbridge last Friday.

Leaskdale W.A. will meet at the church on Wednesday, January
15 1t 1:30 p.m. All ladies are welcome to join us.

Our thoughts are with David Ball, who is suffering from a sud-
den illness. Following time spent at St.Michael's Hospital in
Toronto, he has been transferred to Markham-Stouffville Hospital
(intensive care). Best wishes for improvement in your condition,
David.

Visitors during the Christmas holidays with Keith and Peggy
Kennedy were Dave and Sarah Jowett and their family from Texas.

Grief Share will begin a new group of sessions on Thursday,
January 16, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. at the Uxbridge Baptist Church; 7:00
- 9:00 p.m. at St.Paul's Leaskdale Church. If you are grieving the
loss of someone close please feel free to attend. Further informa-
tion is available by contacting hsnell@saintpauls.ca or call
(905)852-5921.

Leaskdale News 
with Helen Harrison
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

10 reasons to love the cold

Letters to the Editor

It’s a pretty safe bet that every single person reading this has, at some point in their day, made
a comment to another person with regards to the weather. “Cold enough for you?” “Geez, can’t
believe how cold it is!” “Can’t talk, my face is numb from the cold...”

We can talk about the cold (we’re Canadians, of course we can talk about the cold! We’re
pros!), we can complain about the cold, we can, in spite of ourselves, deal with the cold.  But
rather than gripe about it (because let’s face it it, there ain’t a durned thing you can do about
it), let’s look at some things we can do to put cold on the back burner.
1 - Think about how less likely you are to get sick. Despite popular urban myths, you cannot
catch a cold from going outdoors. And the little germies that cause us to sneeze and feel yucky
can’t stay alive or reproduce as well in cold temperatures. So get outside and don’t catch a cold!
2 - Think of all the calories you’re burning. We tend to feel a little heavier after the holidays,
so a lot of time shivering from the lower thermometer will actually help you shed some unwant-
ed pounds.
3 - Speaking of the holidays, many of us need a holiday from the holidays. Re-entry to the “real
world” of January and work and the like is very difficult. When it’s too cold to do anything, we
may just be forced to do something that we are getting less and less good at - relaxing. Perhaps
by a fire. Perhaps in a chalet. Perhaps under a cozy duvet. Perhaps on the sofa with that book
you got for Christmas and weren’t anticipating reading until the summer (when it’s too hot.)
4 - While you relax, enjoy a hot beverage of your choice. Tea, coffee (we’re the world’s top con-
sumers, next to China), a toddy (not just for the sick), mulled wine... Hot water and lemon is a
great tonic for your body, and your soul too, as you watch the snow fall outside.
5 - Depending on where you do your “relaxing”, you could help solve the problem of under-
population. We’re willing to be that there’ll be a small baby boom just after school starts this
year, as all the people who were without power this Christmas found fun and interesting ways
to keep warm.
6 - In keeping with the bed theme - it’s a good time to indulge in something our ancestors did
all the time - heat the bed. Turn on that electric blanket, or slip a hot water bottle under the cov-
ers before you crawl in. Nothing beats that warm spot when your nose is still cold.
7 - If you’re a fashionista, then this could be just the time for you to strut your stuff and really
show the world your outdoorsy look. Sport a toque, scarf and mittens like no one else can. Those
clunky, ugly-but-oh-so-warm snowmobile boots are about to put Jimmy Choo to shame...
8 - It’s the best time of the year to catch a sunrise. The days are shorter, so sunrise happens rel-
atively later in the morning. You can get a good lie in and still be up in time to make one of the
hot beverages mentioned in item 4 and marvel in the start of a brand new day. You’ll go to work
feeling like you really connected with nature, and the sort of peace that brings will certainly set
the day right.
9 - You can see a film guilt-free. You don’t even need to leave your house, if you don’t want or
have to. This is the perfect opportunity to start binge-watching all of the Breaking Bad that you
missed. Start on Saturday morning, finish Sunday night - you won’t even know what the weath-
er’s doing outside.
10 - If you must, must, MUST get away to warmer climes and miss all these great opportunities
to be warm, then this is the time to feel smug about your impending hot weather holiday. You
are fortunate enough to be able to leave the rest of us behind shivering our butts off, so toques
off to you. Do take a minute, though, to think of us. We’re keeping the seat warm for you.

I am rather disappointed with the
quality of the sidewalks around
Uxbridge.    

Based on my research, both the
city and the residents of the
province of Ontario are responsible
for the clearing of sidewalks.
Furthermore, I have discovered that
the responsibility of the residents is
primarily to keep snow from their
property from flowing onto the
sidewalks.  In several legal prece-
dents in 1997, from both Vaughan
and Toronto, the City involved was
found ultimately responsible for the
clearing of snow from sidewalks. 

I have been living in Uxbridge for
four winters now, and the section of
sidewalk along Toronto St. heading
south towards the shopping “dis-
trict” has never been properly
plowed. This year, however, there
are new tenants at one particular
residence along this stretch of
Toronto St. They have taken it upon
themselves to deposit the snow from
their driveway onto the sidewalk.
Up to the edge of the driveway, the
sidewalk has been badly plowed. I
say badly plowed, but at least some-
thing was attempted.  Past this
driveway (heading towards Wal-
Mart, that is), the sidewalk has
rarely been plowed.  Perhaps once or
twice in the past four years.

For a father of three with two chil-
dren still requiring a stroller for such
a long walk, the quality of the side-
walks in this town is beyond atro-
cious. They are just plain unbear-
able.  I am also emailing this letter
to both Town Hall and to the Police
Department that I believe is respon-
sible for Uxbridge.

As a resident of this town who is
HIGHLY displeased with the igno-
rance displayed regarding the ability
for residents to walk around, I
would like this matter resolved. I am
asking that the residents I have
mentioned that reside along this
portion of Toronto St. be held

accountable for the disruption they
have caused (based on my research,
I believe there are fines involved, I
wish the punishment was much
harsher), and that the town finally
realize that is responsible for keep-
ing the sidewalks clear.  I am unable
to shop for groceries with my chil-
dren because of the incompetence
of the township to keep the side-
walks clear.  This is unacceptable.
Please do what you are supposed to
do.

G. Larson
Uxbridge

The Salvation Army committee
would like to thank the local busi-
nesses/residents and organizations
that donated toys and food to their
toy/food drive and the generous
donations to assist us with our pro-
gramming for 2014.
This year we received special atten-

tion from the Kinsmen Club of
Uxbridge ,who held a special auc-
tion to raise funds. And from the
younger residents of Uxbridge, the
Sparks, who donated gifts for the
children, and the local 4H club,
who assisted the youth registered
with the Salvation Army, and our
local fire department, who is always
there when we need them. 

Also: TCG, Pine Grove Church,
Glen Major Church, and Sandford
UCW, also the knitting group in
Sandford for the lovely hand knit
socks, Township Staff, and
Washworx for their assistance with
sleeping bags for campers, Staples
for their assistance with our back to
school back pack program, and
Molly Maid for their generous
donations of food for our hampers. 

We’d also like to thank the
Uxbridge Toy Drive for its generous
donation of toys, and a thank you to
those who adopted a family and
made their Christmas very special. 

Again this year, the generous sup-
port of the Roxy Kids who bought,

packed and gave a special gift to the
teens.  

A special thank you to Zehrs for
allowing us to set up our Christmas
Kettle again this year, and of course,
the general public that volunteered
for our Kettle at Zehrs, and those
who showed their support through
donating to the Kettle.  

Finally, thank you to M &M
Meats who also put out a kettle
again this year to show their support
for those less fortunate. 

Without the very generous busi-
nesses and residents of Uxbridge we
would not be able to assist in the
many different areas of work the
local Salvation Army is involved
with at this time. 

The Uxbridge Salvation Army
Unit is run by volunteers, so every
donation goes towards our pro-
gramming here locally, and all dona-
tions stay in Uxbridge to assist local
families.

The Salvation Army committee
worked hard to give everyone a spe-
cial Christmas, as well as continuing
with their special worthwhile pro-
grams throughout the year, and
with Uxbridge's generosity we will
be able to assist more residents and
continue with all of our programs.

Thank you Uxbridge
Bev Northeast

Chair of the Salvation Army
Uxbridge Unit

Editor’s note: with regards to the Toy
Drive, it was successful in reaching
its goal. A slow start to the drive had
organizers worried that some fami-
lies would go without at Christmas,
and a plea to the community was
issued to encourage more donations.
According to Pat Higgins, owner of
Canadian Tire Uxbridge, it was
“typical Uxbridge style to always rise
to the occasion when help is needed.
We couldn’t have done that without
our community and various groups
supporting the need.”



As had been suggested by friends who had suffered through renovations, I set
realistic goals, both on the time and the budgeting fronts - and then doubled them. With the new hopped-
up goals in place, our ETA in our new kitchen was 'Christmas.' It was a bit open ended. Christmas could
mean by first day of Advent, by St. Nicholas’ Day, or any other day close to the 25th. 

The progress was excellent. Each step unfolding as it should with few surprises but an alarming number
of decisions to be made on a nearly daily basis. This, for me, was by far the most difficult part of the
process. I like to mull things over, take my time, and consider my options. However to keep the reno-train
on the rails chugging toward that Yuletide goal the decisions needed to be made quickly, often the same
day.

It is not so much the problems that add to the timeline but the decisions to do more - more trim work,
more floors, more crown molding, more etc. But occasionally something happens that is a game changer.
Our counters arrived in plenty of time but unfortunately something was lost in the translation between the
making of the template and the cutting of the stone. One counter, the primary one, was ill-fitting and
required replacement. A slab of the same granite was located and I was assured the new counter would be
installed on the Friday before Christmas. We remained ensconced in the basement and any hope our team
of contractors had of an extended break evaporated. The new counter was installed on Friday; the contrac-
tors would be there on 23rd to hook up the sink and the stove, thereby providing the necessities for the
creation of a Christmas feast and clean up. 

The Santa-fication of Christmas sometimes outshines the simple facts of a faith-based Christmas. At the
center of Christmas is the birth of the Christ child, Jesus. Perhaps as penance for our attendance of a pagan
winter solstice celebration on the 21st, or the focus we had placed on getting back into our new digs for
the big day, we were faced with a stark reminder that Christmas does revolve around a baby. 
On Monday the 23rd, when the convoy of workers arrived, there was one notable absence - the one sched-

uled to do the kitchen appliance and sink hook ups. He'd be there later when a path had been cleared, I
reasoned as I headed out to work. It was a few hours later, when by chance, I heard the missing guy was
at the hospital with his wife. Their expectant child was making motions to join the party a little early. 

The previous days' ice storm had left thousands without power in the extreme cold. House temperatures
were plummeting; a couple of people had died of CO poisoning. Perspective is a great thing. There are more
important things than running water. Provisions were made for plan B - a basement Christmas. For years
we have BBQ'd our bird - a trick that shifted the responsibility from me to my husband. So there would be
no change there. Our veggies are all make-ahead casseroles that could be cooked in the basement kitchen
and our cranberry sauce is a no-cook wonder. Dessert might prove more difficult, but I was up for some
improvisation. There was a little concern that the dishes had been moved into the new cupboards in a pre-
emptive strike that now seemed as premature as the labour being experienced by the contractor's wife. A
question rolled around in my head about the series of guests that were expected to arrive on a revolving
door basis over the next week, culminating in a top head count of 15. But it was quelled by a mantra of
“We'll just have to manage,” hummed to the tune of Away in a Manger. It was sometimes followed by a
“But how?” played to the rather insistent Noel, Noel, Noel, NO-EL melody. The ice storm proved an elixir
to any opposition expressed by our children. We settled on this course of action - Christmas in the base-
ment would be an adventure.

Early on the 24th there was a tiny knock on front door. Sheepish, with a bag of plumbing tools, our con-
tractor - he of the expectant wife - arrived. “Just gonna get you hooked up before we need to head back
to the hospital.” Disbelief, shock, and wonderment filled me. And soon this Santa Clausian-plumbing-wiz,
along with his band of elves had us up and running. It had a kind of Hail Mary pass feel to it, but we
reached the goal just in time for Christmas.  
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Degrees of separation
The voice on the phone wasn't an automated one. An actual human being answered
my call, last week, as I attempted to renew the registration on my website and domain

name (tedbarris.com). But inevitably my 1-800 call took me outside the country. When I asked, the young man on
the line said he was located in Phoenix, Arizona. I told him I was calling from way north of that and he described a
family outing he'd experienced over Christmas. 

“I took my family up north during the holidays,” Chris Taddonio said.
“Oh, really?” I said. “Where to?”
“North to Flagstaff, Arizona,” he said. “And my daughter started to cry it was so cold.”
“And how cold was it?”
“Oh, it was around the freezing mark,” he said.
That's when I told him that our thermometer readings had been nearly 20 degrees Celcius lower than that, this week,

and that with the wind chill, we in Ontario were coping with what felt like minus-30 or minus-40 degrees Celsius. And
the phone went silent. He admitted he was sorry he'd tried to impress me with his trip “up north.” Then, we moved
on to the job at hand - registering my domain name on the Internet. He looked at my website, realized I had an inter-
est in military history, and then noticed an image on my site of a Second World War Spitfire fighter aircraft. He men-
tioned that his grandfather had served in the U.S. Army Air Force during the war and that the man - now in his 90s
- might have some stories for me. I said I was always interested in hearing from veterans, and suggested he ask his
grandfather, in the Boston area, to call me. On Sunday I received a call from Joseph Taddonio.
Born in December 1920 (he celebrated his 93rd birthday over the Christmas holidays), Joseph Taddonio told me that

he and his brother had grown up not far from Boston Municipal Airport. The boys had always gaped at biplanes and
auto-gyro aircraft on the tarmac. When the United States was drawn into the war with the attack on Pearl Harbor in
December 1941, it seemed a natural thing to join the air force. But despite his love of airplanes, Joseph had a prob-
lem.

“When I attended optometrist school just before the war,” he said, “I found out I was near-sighted… I kept flunk-
ing the (air force entry) course.”

His inability to read the eye charts required for an airgunner, kept preventing Taddonio's successful entry into the
U.S. Army Air Force, until one day, he found a duplicate training facility with exactly the same eye chart. He simply
memorized those lines of letters, went to a different examiner, passed the test and got in. Then, to ensure his eye-
sight would never fail him as a waist gunner aboard the Liberator bomber, he had his combat goggle lenses replaced
with the prescription to overcome his near-sightedness. Taddonio served in the skies over North Africa, the
Mediterranean and Italy.

“On one mission to bomb Vicenza, we had 17 airplanes in our bomber stream,” he explained about a mission on
Dec. 28., 1943. “We had no (Allied fighter aircraft escort to protect the bombers) when 60 German fighter aircraft
jumped us. Fifteen waves of German fighters, four abreast. Only seven of our aircraft made it through.” With each
Liberator carrying a crew of seven to 10 men, the losses that one night proved disastrous. Taddonio finished the war
by participating in the Normandy invasion; he and his aircrew bombed targets on the coast of France just prior to the
D-Day invasion in the spring of 1944. He'd survived a year of missions over Europe. On June 12, 1944 (D-Day-plus-
6) Taddonio said he flew a mission over the Cherbourg peninsula in support of American ground forces there. The
invasion had held and was moving inland.

“That was my last mission,” he said, “and I came home.”
It occurred to me that flying in the ball turret of a Liberator bomber, which could climb to altitudes of nearly 30,000

feet, that Taddonio might have experienced some extremely cold temperatures at those altitudes.
“The coldest it hit outside our airplane was 60 below,” he said. “We were flying back to England over Denmark that

day.”
“How could you possibly keep from freezing to death?” I asked.
“We had jump suits that were like electric blankets,” Taddonio said. “They had rigged up a system for heating pants

and coats and even wired our boots to try to keep us warm.”
I began to feel guilty having complained this week about minus-40 temperatures following the ice storm. And I

doubted whether his great-granddaughter, the one who had cried to her father Chris about the nearly freezing tem-
peratures at Flagstaff, Arizona, would have any concept of minus-60 degrees. Much less facing that cold while German
fighters and anti-aircraft guns tried to shoot his airplane out of the sky. 

More than a few degrees of separation.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

writing fitz
column by Shelagh Damus

New Year. New reason to work out.

SAVE up to

65%
SAVE up to

65%

www.canadiantire.ca
ON ALL
EXERCISE BIKES,
TREADMILLS
& ELLIPTICAL TRAINERS

Reno’d in time 



It's a new year with belated good wishes for
our SOFA members and their families . . .
and the rest of the citizens of Uxbridge.
We've made it through almost half of our
hockey season with only one casualty.
Eddie Clark is recovering from an injury
early in December. Orange team misses his
speedy and tenacious play and hopes to see
him back soon.  The 'regular' SOFA league
(Sunday mornings, over 50) can still use
regular players or even more spare players.
If interested call Tom Einsmann at 852-
4621. 

The reason for the shortage in the regular
SOFA league is the success of the over-60
subsidiary which plays on Monday morn-
ings. This group has 'jumped ship' from
the regular Sunday group simply because
its members feel that they are too old . . .
well, they are. In fact many of this group
are over 70. I can see, in the not-too-distant

future another category, over 70. I can also
see this group being sponsored by the sen-
iors' residences in town . . . Last Sunday
saw Reachview defeating Butternut 5 to 4
in a slow, but almost controlled game. The

game was  interrupted by a 15-minute
washroom break.' Hmmm.

Have you ever contemplated a
journey to Canada's remotest cor-
ner? To a place with fabulous
scenery and fascinating history? If
the legendary Yukon is on your
bucket list, who better to check it
off with than an Uxbridger who
lived there for 17 years? Former
Cosmos editor Conrad Boyce is
leading a 10-day tour this summer
to his former home on behalf of
the Uxbridge Travel Centre.

"We call the tour 'In Quest of
they Midnight Sun'. We'll be
going at the absolute best time,"
Conrad says, "when the days
don't end, but before the mosqui-
toes have arrived. We'll be sipping
champagne at the Arctic Circle on
the longest day of the year."

The tour will have a dual focus:
scenic splendour, and an investi-
gation of the territory's unique
pageant of natural and human
history. Among many other high-

lights, guests will:
• Soar over the coastal mountains
on the breathtaking White Pass &
Yukon Railway
• Tour a working Klondike gold
mine
• Enjoy a dinner cruise on the
Yukon River on a real paddle-
wheeler
• Spend an afternoon with sled
dogs - 50 of them!
• Boat with First Nations guides
down the Yukon River to Alaska
• Drive two of North America's
most beautiful roads - the
Dempster and Haines Highways
• Get up close with Yukon wildlife
• Enjoy 1890s-style vaudeville
shows in Whitehorse, Dawson &
Skagway, Alaska

The tour includes return travel
from Toronto to Whitehorse,
first-class accommodation in six
different Yukon and Alaska towns
(including a night in one of

Alaska's grandest hotels), travel by
coach, boat and train, sumptuous
dining with a northern flavour,
and guided tours of several fasci-
nating museums and other his-
toric sites.

"I think the Yukon is kind of a
mysterious destination for a lot of
people," says Conrad, "but it real-
ly is an amazing place that every
Canadian should visit at least
once. This tour gives you a chance
to see it through the eyes of a true
sourdough. In just ten days, from

June 17-27, we'll give our guests a
thorough Yukon-Alaska experi-
ence that they will never forget."

The tour is limited to 20 guests.

For a complete itinerary, call
Uxbridge Travel at 905-852-
6163, ext. 1.

Thur sday,  Januar y  9 th    20146The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

Public Notice
2014 Municipal Election

Nominations and Candidate Campaigns

The Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as amended, provides that every person who proposes
to be a candidate for the Office of Regional Chair in the 2014 Municipal Election to be
held on Monday, October 27, 2014 shall file a Nomination Paper with the Regional Clerk.

The Municipal Elections Act further provides that a candidate's election campaign period
for the Office of Regional Chair begins on the day he/she files a nomination for the
office. No contributions shall be made to or accepted by or on behalf of the candidate and
no expenses may be incurred by or on behalf of a candidate prior to filing the prescribed
Nomination Paper with the Regional Clerk. Money, goods and services given to and 
accepted by or on behalf of a person for his/her election campaign are contributions.

Take notice that nominations will be received by the Regional Clerk for the municipal 
election to be held on October 27, 2014, for the Office of Regional Chair.

Nominations for the Office of Regional Chair of the Regional Municipality of Durham
must be filed in the Office of the Regional Clerk, 605 Rossland Road East, Whitby, Ontario
L1N 6A3.

Nomination Procedure:

1. The prescribed Nomination Paper may be obtained and filed in the Office of the 
Regional Clerk:

•  on any day from January 2, 2014 to September 11, 2014, when the Regional 
Clerk's Office is open (8:30 AM to 4:30 PM)

•  no later than Nomination Day, Friday, September 12, 2014, during the hours 
9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

2. The Nomination Paper shall be accompanied by a filing fee in the amount of 
$200.00 in cash, certified cheque or money order, payable to The 
Regional Municipality of Durham, or by Debit, Visa or Mastercard.

3. The onus is on the candidate for election to an office to file a bona 
fide Nomination Paper.

For further information, please contact:

Deb Bowen
Regional Clerk / Director of Legislative Services
clerks@durham.ca
Regional Municipality of Durham
605 Rossland Road East, PO Box 623
Whitby, Ontario  L1N 6A3
Phone Number: 905-668-7711, extension 2100

Dated this 9th day of December, 2013.

If you require this information in an accessible format please contact the Regional Clerk
/ Director of Legislative Services via email at clerks@durham.ca or by telephone at 905-
668-7711, extension 2100.

ANYTHING
G    ESG    ESG    ES

Uxbridge Music Hall 
January 16-25
Thursday, Friday, Saturday evenings 
at 7:30pm

Saturday 18th, Sunday 19th, Saturday 25th 
matinées at 3:00pm

Tickets available online at onstageuxbridge.com
or at Little Acorn, 77 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

Directed by Cheryl Atwood

Music & Lyrics by Cole Porter
A Musical Comedy by Guy Bolton, P.G. Wodehouse, 
Howard Lindsay and Russell Crouse

presented by

Presented by permission of Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc., New York

1/2 price
Student Preview

Night  
Jan. 14.

Opening Night
GALA 

Jan. 16, 
6-7 p.m. 
Featuring

Willow Springs
Winery!

All Aboard!

SOFA Smiles with Gerry Roberts

Sourdough offers tour to Yukon in quest of the midnight sun

Dawson City on the Yukon River



Look out, Kingston -  the Air Force
Mavericks are ready to soar!

Uxbridge’s All-Star extreme cheer-
leading club is in high-gear getting
ready for its first competition at the
beginning of next month.

On February 1, four teams from
the club, with members ranging in
ages 8 to 18, will travel to the Big
East Blast cheerleading competition
in Kingston, which is being hosted
by Cheer Evolution, the largest
cheer and dance event company in
Canada.

“For about 90% of the girls it’s

their first time competing,” says Sue
Bennett, club president. “There’s
going to be about 200 teams there,
from New York, Quebec, and all
over Ontario. It’s going to be
intense!”

Julie Simon, the Mavericks Head
Coach, along with Olympic-level
gymnastics coach Don Muir, is get-
ting the teams in shape for the first
of three major competitions that the
club is entered in this season. The
last competition will be in the mid-
dle of April in Niagara Falls.
The Uxbridge team is showing the

cheer world not only what it has on
the mats, but off as well. Led by
Victoria Leask of Utica (whose sis-
ter, Sarahlynn, is a cheerleader), the
club members got together one
Saturday afternoon before
Christmas and put together over
250 craft kits for kids at SickKids
Hospital.

The cheer season ends in May,
with new team placement starting
immediately in June, and training
throughout the summer. Not all
the programs are competition-
focussed, however. The Mavericks
offer 12-week programs for chil-
dren as young as two or three to get

a start and see if they like it. 
For more information, go to

www.airforcemavericks.ca, or call
905-852-CHEER (2433).
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After all of this recent snow
shovelling, many of you with back
issues will be feeling the pain this
week. Here are a few tips to
lighten the stress on your tender
spine.

Warm up first. Shovelling is an
athletic event. If the snow isn’t
too deep, go for a walk around the
block first. Muscles are less likely
to be injured if they are warm.

Buy a shovel with a smaller
blade. You’ll be less tempted to lift
too much weight compared to a
larger shovel.

If you get tired, stop. You will
be more prone to hurting yourself
if you are fatigued.  Shovel in
stages.  

Watch your posture.  Pretend
you are wearing a neck tie. Keep
that imaginary tie on your
abdomen. The more it swings out
in front of you the more strain
there is on your body.  

If you still experience pain
despite these tips, it means that
your spine is not functioning
properly. Most back pain is caused
by a combination of joints that
are not moving well and muscles

that are too tight.  
Your choices are to lower the

demands on your back or, better
yet, restore your function with
customized treatment. Regardless
of your age, over 90% of back
problems can be resolved.

Life is too short to live in pain.
Call my office today and mention
this article for a no-charge consul-
tation.

Back Pain?

2014
Township of Uxbridge 
Spring and Summer

Community Guide
For advertising options, sizes and prices 
call 905.852.1900 
or email the cosmos@powergate.ca

Guide to be distributed February 20th

What's inside:

Spring & Summer
programs and lessons

The popular Summer
Camps Guide insert

Community events
and information

Community groups,
halls and organizations

And more!

Now Accepting
Advertisements

Well-read Throughout the Township

Mavericks have got the moves

A recent recipient of the Heritage Uxbridge's
Pride Plaque program is applicant and home-
owner Ron Lee Wing (right). The house in
question is 137 Main St. South, and pictured
with Ron to make the presentation is Heritage
Uxbridge committee Chair Robin Coombs.    

The Pride Plaque program is an excellent
opportunity to increase the sense of communi-
ty and identify the rich heritage built by those
who founded and developed Uxbridge.  The
plaque states the date (or approximate date)
of construction, the original owner/notable
owner, and/or the owner's occupation.  In this
case, it's the Richard and Annie Bell House,
built circa 1872.  Buildings that were built
before 1910 are eligible.  Buildings built after
1910 may be considered on receipt of written
description of the exceptional heritage charac-
teristics with an application. 

For further information, applications are
available at the township office, or online at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/heritage 

Carling Bennett,
left, is a mem-
ber of the
Generals, the
highest level
team with the
Mavericks. She
does a classic
stunt high in
the air, with her
t e a m m a t e s ,
getting ready
to catch her.
The team is
preparing for
the Big East
Blast competi-
tion in Kingston
at the begin-
ning of
February.

Emma Van Hezewijk stretch-
es it out with Head Coach
Julie Simon. Emma is a
member of the Cadets, the
youngest team on the Air
Force Mavericks.

Photos by John Cavers



by Roger Varley

With only 12 regular season games left on
the schedule, there is little realistic hope of
the Uxbridge Bruins moving any higher
than third place in the six-team OHA
Junior C Central Division. 

Also, with the Port Perry MoJacks and
Little Britain Merchants only six and eight
points behind respectively, the Bruins' hold
on third place is not secure. Indeed, all
three teams will be battling to make the
playoffs. In their last 10 games, the Bruins
have won three and lost seven, including
two losses and one win on the weekend.

The Clarington Eagles trounced the
Bruins 9-2 at the arena on Friday night. On
Saturday, the Bruins edged Little Britain
Merchants 4-3 and on Tuesday night, the
Lakefield Chiefs doubled the Uxbridge
squad 6-3.

Much of the Bruins' troubles can be

attributed to long-lasting injuries to star
players Matt Allen, Jarrett Smith and Shane
Smith, although the two Smiths finally
returned to action against Lakefield.
However, the rest of the squad - with
notable exceptions like Korey Brand and
Liam Blais - has not picked up the slack.

In Friday night's game, an indication of
what was ahead came at the opening whis-
tle. With Clarington starting a man down
because of a warm-up infraction, the
Bruins' power play was mediocre, with not
one shot on goal, while the short-handed
Eagles managed to test Bruins' starting
goalie Max Tjin. Five minutes into the peri-
od, the Eagles scored a power-play marker,
beating Tjin cleanly on the stick side. It
wasn't until the second half of the period
that Uxbridge finally started applying some
offensive pressure.

The Eagles had the Bruins back on their
heels to start the second period, scoring at

the 15:51 mark. That goal seemed to moti-
vate the Bruins, with Justin Dube scoring at
7:14. Although the official score sheet list-
ed it as an unassisted goal, Dube had raced
into position in front of the Eagles' net to
pick up a pass from Liam Blais. But less
than a minute later, Clarington scored
again after Bruins defenceman Paul Barton
completely whiffed a shot, allowing an
Eagles forward to steal it off him.
Clarington scored two more goals in the
dying minutes of the period, including
another power-play goal. An indication of
the Bruins' play came late in the period
when they started a penalty-kill with too
many men on the ice. Luckily, none of the
officials noticed before the bench realized
the mistake and pulled a player off the ice.

After allowing Clarington's sixth goal
early in the third, Tjin was pulled in favour
of Cody Northover. Thirty seconds later,
Matt Pollard scored for Uxbridge, assisted

by Marco Mastrangelo and Dylan Locke.
The Eagles were not finished however,
adding two more power-play goals and a

regular goal before the game ended.
In Little Britain the following night, four

of the seven goals scored came on the power
play as the officials called a total of 110
minutes in penalties. Blais opened the scor-
ing less than two minutes into the game,
just 10 seconds after the Merchants
received a penalty. Carter Vahey assisted.
Little Britain came back with their own
power-play goal before Locke scored, assist-
ed by Connor Beck and Blais notched his
second power-play marker of the night,
assisted by Adam Bartholomew.

In the second period, the Merchants
scored their second goal with the man
advantage near the midway mark, but
Keegan McCarthy scored what proved to

be the winning goal a few minutes later.
Assists went to Paul Henderson and Jason
Simmonds.

The Merchants attempted a comeback in
the final period but were held to one goal
with 20 seconds left in the game.

In Lakefield on Tuesday, Mastrangelo put
the Bruins ahead 2-0 with a goal in the first
period and another to start the second. But
the Chiefs came back with four of their
own in the second, including two in the last
minute, and scored a power-play goal early
in the third. Connor Miller added
Uxbridge's third goal late in the period with
the Chiefs scoring their last goal with 49
seconds remaining.

The Bruins see action again tomorrow
night at the arena against the MoJacks, fol-
lowed by a visit to Clarington on Sunday.

Fri., Jan. 10, 9:30 a.m.  Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+hr., 8+
km fast pace hike (or snowshoe)
with hills. No dogs please.  Meet
at parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd.
21 at Albright Rd.  Contact: Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161
Sat., Jan. 11, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snow-
shoe; Join us for breakfast after the
hike.  No dogs please.  Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21.  Contact: Joan Taylor 905-
477-2161

Mon. Jan. 13, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Durham Forest. 2 hr., slow
to moderate pace hike with moder-
ate hills. Well-mannered dogs wel-
come. Join us for lunch afterwards.
Meet in parking lot east side of
Conc. 7, #3789, 1 km south of
Goodwood Rd.
Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage
905 853 2407

Tues., Jan. 14, Uxbridge
Networking Group
Breakfast Meeting. 8:15-9:30
a.m. Scrambles at the Foxbridge
Golf Club (South Course),274
Reach Road, Uxbridge. RSVP Chris
Auger at
chris@direconsultinginc.com or 
networkinggroup@uxbridge.com
Tues., Jan. 14, 7:30 p.m.:
Bach to Blues invites you to sing
away the winter blues. Join us for a
new season of singing beautiful
mixed voice harmonies. We wel-
come members from all vocal
ranges and training. Rehearsals
are Tuesdays from 7:30-9:30 pm
in Stouffville. We are especially
seeking tenors & basses. 254
Sunset Blvd., Stouffville. Contact:
Ann at 905-649-2684. email:
sing@bachtoblues.com
Thurs., Jan 16, The Uxbridge
Geneology Group, 7 p.m.,  in
the Lower Hall of Uxbridge Public
Library. Guest speaker will be local
author and noted historian Allan
McGillivray. His topic will be "
Famous Characters/ Families of
Uxbridge Past". All welcome.
Admission $2.00 and a 50/50
draw.
Thurs., Jan. 16: Annual
General Meeting of the
Durham West 4-H

Association. 7 p.m. dinner, meet-
ing at 8 p.m., Greenbank United
Church. 
Thurs., Jan. 16: Grief Share
will begin a new group of sessions
at Uxbridge Baptist Church; 7:00 -
9:00 p.m. at St.Paul's Leaskdale
Church.  If you are grieving the loss
of someone close please feel free
to attend.  Further information is
available by contacting
hsnell@saintpauls.ca or call
(905)852-5921.
Sat., Jan. 18, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snow-
shoe with some hills. No dogs
please. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Uxbridge Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-
2862

Mon., Jan. 20 & 27,
Pineridge Chorus/ Sweet
Adelines Guest Nights. 7:15
p.m., Uxbridge Music Hall. If you
would like to sing with a friendly
women's chorus and perform for
others, we have a place for you.
Info: 905-852-6327
www.pineridgechorusuxbridge.ca
Tues., Jan. 21:  Uxbridge
Chamber / BIA Social
Gathering Event. 6:30 - 9:00

p.m. Tin Cup Café (    86 Brock
Street West) 
Contact:  Chris Auger at
chris@direconsultinginc.com or
905-862-0452
Tues., Jan. 21, Uxbridge
Seniors Club, Pot Luck Lunch.
Please bring a main dish OR a
dessert.            Dishes will be pro-
vided.            Tickets for February
18, Ham & Scalloped Potato
Dinner $12 pp will be available.
New Members Welcome!
Membership $10/pp
Wed., Jan, 22, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods/Glen Major
12-16 km, 4+ hr., moderate to fast
pace hilly loop hike or snowshoe.
Meet at parking lot on east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2.1 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 Contact: Bob
Comfort 905 473 2669
Sat., Jan. 25, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snow-
shoe; Join us for breakfast after the
hike.  No dogs please.  Meet at the
trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21.  Contact: Joan Taylor 905-
477-2161
Sat., Jan. 25, Greenbank
Folk Music Society presents
singer songwriter, Jeremy
Fisher. Greenbank Centennial

Hall,  8 p.m. Tickets $25 at: Blue
Heron Books in Uxbridge, P O E
Design, in Port Perry, 905-985-
0060, or phone 905-985-8351.
Sun., Jan. 26: Auditions for
Uxbridge Youth Theatre’s
GREASE. All students ages 14-20.
2 - 5 p.m., St. Andrew’s Chalmers
Presbyterian Church.Call 905-852-
2913 for information. (additional
audition date Jan. 30, 6 - 9 p.m.)

Meditation: Community medita-
tion group meets every first and
third Thursday at 7p.m., Siloam
community centre. Bring comfort-
able cushions. Call 905 852 9974
or visit www.invitationtomedita-
tion.ca

The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those
requiring assistance. All donations
are always appreciated. Tax
receipts are issued for Financial
Donations. Donations may be
dropped in the Food Bank Box at
Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Thursday 9 a.m.-noon

If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-
852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

ONGOING

A weekly seminar and support group for those grieving the loss of
someone close. A “safe place” to walk with others on your journey.

WE KNOW IT HURTS AND WE CARE.

THURSDAYS, JANUARY 16TH TO APRIL 10TH, 2014
2-4 PM, UXBRIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH

7-9 PM, ST. PAUL’S LEASKDALE
FOR INFO & TO REGISTER CONTACT: h.snell@saintpauls.ca 

905-852-5921

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

COME IN AND TRY OUR NEW REUBEN SANDWICH SPECIAL! 
1/2 POUND OF MEAT, WITH ALL THE FIXINGS!

905-852-9892

Car draw winner thought call was a prank
When Councillor Jacob Mantle called
Susi Adrian from the Uxbridge Arena
on New Year’s Eve to tell her that she
was lucky winner of the Uxbridge
BIA’s Car Draw, she thought he
sounded too official, and was certain
it was a prank call. They finally con-
vinced her it wasn’t, and she hurried
over to the arena to see her new car!

Susi’s name was reandomly drawn
from thousands of entries by Mayor
Gerri-Lynn O’Connor at the Free
Family Skate on December 31.
Officials were delighted when they
saw an 852 phone number, which
meant the winner was local. Here,
Susi poses beside her new wheels.

Submitted photo.

Bruins in trouble as regular season dwindles



(Maggie first
came to our
a t t e n t i o n
when she
was just 12
years old

with a remarkable performance in The
Little Princess. With a new role coming
up, we thought it a good time to ask her to
join us for a cup of coffee. Maggie also
became the third generation of her family
to join us, following her grandfather, artist
Wynn Walters, and her father, minister
John Anderson.)

How old are you now, Maggie?
I'm 16.
Ah, sweet sixteen. That's a tender age to

be acting in The Crucible. When and
where is it being performed?

It's at Uxbridge Secondary School on
Jan. 15, 16 and 17. At 7 o'clock.

The first time I saw you was in The
Little Princess and you blew me away.
Was that first time you'd been on stage?

The first time was in OnStage
Uxbridge's Seussical the Musical. I was
the young kangaroo.

Then I saw you again in Last Summer,
White Christmas and Bye Bye Birdie
and then just recently singing at the Cat's
Meow gala at the Leaskdale church.
Where does this talent come from?

I don't know. I always liked perform-
ing but there wasn't anyone in my fam-
ily that I got it from, necessarily. I know
my grandpa sings a lot.

But we should not ignore your twin
brother, Gareth. How long have you two
been performing music together?

Ever since we came to Uxbridge at
around nine. Before then we really did-
n't do much. I like singing and Gareth
took piano lessons, but then I came to
Uxbridge and got more comfortable

performing.
Do you take singing lessons?
Yes, from Jennifer Neveau. But when I

first came to Uxbridge I was with Anne
Mizen Baker.
Tell me this, Maggie: if you could only act

or sing, which would you choose?
That's hard. In terms of schooling, like

leaving high school and going on, I
think I want to go more the acting
route. Singing is very competitive, as is
acting, but singing is very hard and I
think as much as I love singing the heart
has to be 100 per cent in it and I can't
imagine myself saying I want to sing the
rest of my life.
What persuaded you to go on stage at age

11?
I think the reason I even considered

doing it was not because of the acting
but more the social side of it, because
the shows I saw they really focused on
making it fun and social for everybody.
I made a lot of good friends doing it.
That's why I continued. I came to like
acting more afterwards.

Okay, let's talk about The Crucible.
That's a heavy duty play for high school
students.

Yes. It's hard. Most of us are playing
characters who are 30 and up.

That should be easy for you, because in
three of the roles I've seen you in you
played mature women and you did very
well. Are you an observer of people?

I don't know. I think the reason I've
always played older is because I'm taller
than anyone else. But I don't really
observe.

How long have you been in rehearsal for
this play?

Since September. It's a course called
Drama in the Community so in
September and October we only had 75
minutes in class to rehearse and then in

November we started adding after-
school rehearsals. Seventy-five minutes
doesn't give you much rehearsal time,
really, so since November we've been
getting a bit more intense in the rehears-
al process.

Arthur Miller plays are hard to do at the
best of times. Any special challenges for
you?

The person I play is Elizabeth Proctor
and she's interesting because she is kind
of the moral compass in the play and
she's a woman who is good and honest,
but she's one of those roles that are larg-
er than life. Well, not larger than life but
it's hard to tell if she's a completely
straight character or if there's more
going on underneath. All the characters
have their own quirks and challenges
that everyone has to work with.

Is this the hardest role you've taken on so
far?

Yes, definitely. It's totally different
from anything else. It's also really the
first play I've been in. I mean, in Last
Summer I wasn't in that show very

much. I had a
small part. The
others have
been musicals.
Also, it's not
just a play: it's
a really intense

play and a lot of emotions. I really like
doing plays. It gives you more to think
about.
Do you get nervous before a performance?
Well, yes. The first night a perform-

ance is going on, it's not nervous but
more a kind of excitement and a couple
of butterflies. But once I'm on stage, it's
fine. Sometimes I'm on
stage and I'm thinking:
"Oh, I'm on stage in
front of a bunch of peo-
ple." But, I like it. 

Do you dance?
No. When I was in

public school, I
thought I was going to
do musical theatre. I
really liked it. But then
I didn't do dance les-
sons and if you don't
dance there's no way
you can really do musi-
cal theatre. And then, as
I kept taking lessons
with Jennifer, my voice
kind of shifted from
being a bit more
Broadway to being
more classical, which
I'm grateful for, because

I learned I enjoy singing that a lot more
than musical theatre.

You're not an alto, are you?
No. I don't know what I am. You don't

really know what range you are until
you're around 20. Sometimes it takes
even longer than that. But at this point
I sing soprano. But I have a pretty big
range. I played Martha, who sings quite
low, and last May I was in Les Miz in
Port Perry and I played Cosette, who is
a super high soprano.

Well, thank you, Maggie, and break a
leg.

Thank you.

Wherever I
travel, I do
my best to

get involved in the day-to-day life of
the community or country I am vis-
iting. Have been visiting Barbados
for almost 50 years, and it has not
been easy to make this happen. It is
a breeze to get involved in the social
life, but it takes a bit of effort to
become part of everyday life and
play an active role in service work.
Sure, you can join one of the sever-
al service club,s but they don't
appreciate that you would be in
what they call the 'half-year' catego-
ry. However, several years ago I vis-
ited a small fair and was drawn to a
booth operated by the Battered
Women's Shelter. It piqued my
interest, and I was shocked when I
learned that this is a major problem,
not just in Barbados, but through-
out the Caribbean. They said they
needed help. I didn't want to join
the executive; however, I did prom-

ise that I would work very hard on
their behalf.
That was a few years ago, and since

then I have organized a large num-
ber of our Canadian and Bajan
friends to donate and work on their
behalf. Over the years we have gath-
ered furniture, clothing, toys and
even money to help this worthy
cause and, believe me, our efforts
have been appreciated. On one
occasion Jarmonica, the pretty exec-
utive director, drove me to a lovely
little secluded cottage to meet a
mother and family and I immedi-
ately recognized some of the items
that our group had found for them.
The mother was so appreciative that
'foreign' visitors would take the
time and show the interest to help
her family. It was a touching
moment to actually see what our
small efforts had accomplished for
this lady and her young family. 
This season has been extra good as

many of our friends are renovating
so there has been a goodly supply of

furniture and other household
items. Trips to the shelter have been
frequent, and despite what we are
doing to help get broken families
settled, the shelter is always full. A
sad commentary on what is happen-
ing around the world - not just in
Barbados.

Sadly, I recently hit the mother
lode. I say sadly, as many years ago I
made friends with Reg Haynes, a
World War II vet, now 94, but with
a spirit that is an inspiration to
everyone who has had the pleasure
to meet him. Reg was young and in
the British Tank Corps. During a
battle in Germany he was hit in the
face by a piece of shrapnel.
Fortunately it didn't go through his
skull but rather struck his teeth and
ricocheted up and took out his left
eye. The German medic kindly
stopped and bandaged Reg up,
which saved his life and he has lived
to a ripe old age. Reg has a flare for
writing and wrote a short book
recounting this experience entitled
Thank God for My Glass Eye. The
licence plate on his Rolls Royce is “1
Eye”. A few years ago, through dili-
gent research, he found the German
gunner who shot him and they have
become good friends, visiting each
other in their homes. When I men-

tioned I found this a wee bit strange
Reg looked at me puzzled and said,
“Harry, he didn't want to be in the
war any more than I did. He was
just doing his job so I harbour no
hard feelings.” That's my Reg.
Four years ago I visited his home in

Brentwood and spoke at his 90th
birthday party. At that time, I felt
Reg would go on forever. But Reg
suffered a couple of falls in his UK
home this past summer and now
must have company with him at all
times. This is a difficult task for his
family, who have informed me they
have arranged for a family member
to be with him this season, but this
will be his last stay in Barbados. If I
want to see my good buddy I will
have to make the trip to Brentwood.
Reg has never let me down and I got
a call to come over for a visit. As we
sat there, sipping a cold one, and
reminisced about good times
together, Reg told me there would
be no auction of his belongings. He
wanted all of the furniture to go to
the Battered Women's Shelter and
asked me to make the arrangements
for the end of March. That's my
Reg. I will miss him greatly but my
life, and those of others, has been so
enriched by being privileged to
know this wonderful friend and

companion. 
-------------------

Don't have to tell you that this has
been one of the coldest winters in
many, many years. But how cold has
it been? Not sure if this is true, but
I understand that it had quite a sur-
prising effect on the members of the
Polar Bear Club New Year's Day
morning. In the spirit of the Robert
Service poem, “The Cremation of
Dan McGrew” when it came time
to be hauled out of the water they
refused saying “leave us here for a
while. It's the warmest we've been
in several weeks”. Now that's what I
call cold.

-----------------------
As we head off into a new year, it
goes without saying that I hope
2014 will good to you. Personally, I
am hoping that the first week does-
n't repeat, as I had two wonderful
friends die in the first three days -
something that makes me feel very
sad.

Always a time to offer a bit of
advice and I came across this piece
that I feel is good for all of us. “The
new year lies ahead of you like fresh-
ly fallen snow. Be very careful how
you tread on it as every mark will
show”.
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Stemp’s Stew
column by Harry Stemp

A Cup of Coffee... with Maggie Anderson

by Roger Varley



Services
WENDY BURGESS, formerly of Nature’s
Accolade, has moved to Breathe Day Spa.
905-419-0893   1/9
TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice recep-
tion, filing and organization work.
Experienced in customer service and office
assistance. Available hourly, daily, weekly or
monthly. Call Melissa Carroll, 905-852-9344
1/30
IN-HOME PERSONAL TRAINER:
Achieve your new year’s fitness goals by
working with a certified exercise physiolo-
gist (CSEP-CEP) in the comfort of your own
home. Contact Natalie at
costa.natalie@hotmail.com for informa-
tion and to book an initial consultation.
Seniors discount rates available.   1/9
INCREASE CONFIDENCE; ACHIEVE
YOUR GOALS: Coaching, Mentorship,
Course-work Assistance, Learning Strategies
and Employment Concerns. www.Fraser-
Education.com 905-852-1145  References
Available.   01/30
THE HOME INSPECTOR: I want to wish
all the Cosmos readers “A Happy and
Prosperous New Year in 2014”  Sincerely,
James Buren, RHI.   1/30
QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow
computer or worried you have a virus? need
backups or parts fixed? Call Kevin at
Alexander Computer Services. Three years
experience at a local computer shop. Mention
“cosmos” for a special deal! 416-629-6626
or kevin@alexandercs.com  1/30
HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND
RENOVATIONS. SPECIALIZING IN
CUSTOM DESIGN SOLUTIONS: Quality
custom carpentry. Custom Decks and Yard
Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls.
Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve
at Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750

1/30
DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Happy Trails, Happy Tails. Walks and
home visits. Loving care as if you were there.
Call 905-862-0522  1/30
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454  1/30

Wanted
AZ TRUCK DRIVER required for Canadian
and U.S. runs. Call 905-852-3013, fax 905-
852-9113, or email rob@nobletransport.ca
1/9

For Rent
CONDO: Newly renovated 2-bedroom con-
dominium. Four appliances, central air, patio.
$1,025/mo. plus utilities. 905-904-1071
1/9
APARTMENT: Uxbridge-large 1-bedroom.
March 1 - heat, hydro, laundry, parking
included. $900/mo. 905-862-3267 or 
416-452-9585   1/30
SHARE WHOLE HOUSE: Everything
included. Large furnished bedroom for single,
working male. No smoking or pets. TV, park-
ing, internet available. $525/mo. 905-852-
4454   1/30
UXBRIDGE: Room available in modern new
building, furnished, non-smoking, steps to
GO Transit, essentially own bathroom
full/part-time considered, shared kitchen etc.
References a must. Call (905) 862-3999 ask
for Terri   1/9

For Sale
KENWOOD STEREO: Surround receiver,
two speakers, 1 sub woofer. Philips 5-disc
carousel cd changer, CDC-735. $20  905-
852-1900   1/9
KENMORE SEWING MACHINE: 2-stitch.
Simple machine, barely used. All accessories
included. $25  905-852-1900   1/9

Events
IN QUEST OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN -  A
tour of the Yukon with sourdough Conrad
Boyce - June 17-27, 2014. Contact Uxbridge
Travel Centre for a full itinerary, 905-852-
6163, ext. 1.   1/9

DOG AUDITIONS! Ryleepuss Productions is
holding auditions for a dog! That's right we
are looking for an outgoing and obedient
canine for the role of Sandy for our current
production of Annie.
If you think your pooch has what it takes,
bring your canine friend to Sacred Heart
Catholic Church this Sunday, January 12, at 5
p.m. The play will be running at the Uxbridge
Music Hall on February 9, 11, 13,14,15,16,
18, 20, 21 and 22.
Your dog should be friendly, comfortable with
children and adults and a very good listener..
If you have any questions feel free to call
Mike at 905 852 1836.

ANNOUNCING! A Carlie Laidlaw project:
William’s Lullaby www.williamslullaby.ca
All iTunes downloads support Toronto’s
Hospital for SickKids.
Ad sponsored by www.Fraser-Education.com
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“It’s much better to
be wise and sensible
than to be rich.”

Proverbs 16:16

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for 

up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Classified

HAPPY

NEW YEAR

FROM

OUR FAMILY

TO YOURS

9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

Inc.

Garage Doors & Openers
Gift Certificates Available

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward 
to continuing to serve our current and future clients. 

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

905-852-9369

Bill’s 
Handyman Services
•  Painting
•  Flooring
•  Caulking
•  Windows
•  Doors
•  Roof Repairs

•  Fence Repairs
•  Sheds
•  Small Tree 

Removal

email: wford000@primus.ca
cell: 416-317-8314

WSIB Registered

www.lisaritchie.ca
Accounting  & Bookkeeping

Financial  Statements
905.862.4166



The Journey

As I gaze out the window, thick, filmy,
grey clouds fall upon the distant hill
and accent the piercing green of the
rolling fields beneath them. I reminisce
as the train carries me forward, mean-
dering through the bleak January day;

it is nearly six years to the day when I
broke through similar clouds and land-
ed upon the grey and emerald isle. The
melancholic air stirred my heart then,
as it does today. I love it in a muted
way, subtle and nuanced. There is
beauty in the bleakness of it all, one
that pulls at my heartstrings as stormy
seas crash upon the coast and clouds
roll over the sky, masking the cold win-
ter sun. 

I adore train travel. There is such
romance in the voyeurism of its in-
between-ness. You are neither in the
place you were nor the place you are
going. You simply sit, suspended in
time, carried along by a beautiful,
bulky, rumbling machine. It forces you
to take a breath - sure, you can choose
to bury your head in a computer or a
phone and let work and the outside
world invade this sacred space, but if
you lift your eyes from your hectic life
for a few fleeting minutes while miles
pass before your eyes, you might just
find peace, perspective and even inspi-
ration.
The distance unfolds before you, quiet

and smooth. It contains people, fields,
homes, towns, lives. Others live, love,
work, laugh and despair out there, and
you can see how it all fits together from
the comfort of your little train car. You
see sheep and cattle grazing in the cor-
ners of quiet farmland. You see flooded
crop fields, drowning in the winter
assault as they rest after the fall harvest.
You see slow moving skylines of
approaching towns, and as you stop to
take on fellow travellers you glance at
broken sidewalks, manicured lawns,
blinking neon store signs. You see a
cross-section of a life you cannot touch,

and there is comfort in that. They live
without you, as you do without them.
You are part of a whole, a small con-
tributor to an infinite tapestry, not the
centre of a self-serving universe. 

The artist in me perks up as the train
departs yet another worn and weary
station. There are stories here, in these
towns that host wandering souls for a
few passing moments each day. They
contain sorrow and heartbreak. They
hold ideals and aspirations. They enter-
tain dreams and imagination. There is
hope, despair, grief and bliss. 

I muse at the depth of possibility for
only a few moments, because before
long the train departs and picks up to a
canter, and I am gone from that place,
from stories I will never hear. This
thought of untold stories pulses at the
back of my mind as my thoughts wan-
der from the book in my lap to the
window and back again. I wonder who
lives in these places, nestled in these
emerald hills under the dark winter
sky. 
I reign in my distracting thoughts and

concentrate once more on the story
contained in the pages in front of me.
I get lost in that world, in that cross-
section of pretend existence, and so I
don't notice the sun warming my
cheek until it flushes pink across my
face and forces my eye up to a moving
sky that has broken into a stunning
azure, any hint of winter banished to
the corners of the horizon. My eyes
accidentally stumble across a rainbow,
a bright beam that reaches straight
across a clear blue dome. I turn to my
fellow passengers, expecting to see
them marvelling with me. They are all
engrossed in their computers, phones,
papers or imaginations, and do not
notice the streak of colour arcing over
immaculate pastures. I turn back and
watch it, my own private rainbow,
barely blinking. I know in a few
moments it will disappear. It will
remain for a fleeting moment then go

from this place, just as I do
as the train moves me for-
ward.  

I disembark when the
train makes its final stop,
and merge into the racing
current of my little cross-
section of existence. I won-
der briefly what people
think of when they pass
through, seeing but not
experiencing my love and
sorrow, my grief and joy.
They do not hear or see the
story I am living. They are
voyeurs of my life, simply
passing through. 
I hope they see the rain-
bow. 

A New Beginning 

Standing at the gate of the New Year
2014, I'm reminded of the poem by
Minnie Haskins that King George
VI immortalized by quoting it in his
Christmas message in the dark war-
torn year of 1939:                           

“I said to the man who stood at the
gate of the year,’ Give me a light that
I may tread safely into the unknown.’'
He replied,'Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the hand of
God. That shall be to you better than
light and safer than a known way.'”
Moving forward into the new year,

we need to shut the gate behind us.
Close it tight on the mistakes and
sins of the past so they don't contin-
ue to dog our feet and trip us up..  

Let me share Lisa's story of a new
beginning with you. Lisa is from St.
John's, Newfoundland, and she
shared her story at Uxbridge Baptist
Church a few months ago. She
related how she had, generally
speaking, had a good childhood up
to age 11, at which time she  began
to suffersexual abuse on a regular
basis, and it continued for years.

Although feeling humiliated and
ashamed, she continued on in the
lie that nothing was happening, not
realizing what an effect hiding the
truth, would have on her life. At age
16, she suffered another terrible,
traumatic experience when she was
drugged and gang raped.                  

Lisa said, “I went on with my life
burying everything, which eventual-
ly led me to drinking and the daily
use of marijuana. I found my self-
worth in the arms of many men, for
they made me feel needed and
loved. I was a magnet for toxic rela-
tionships that were physically, men-
tally and sexually abusive. My
lifestyle was hidden from my par-
ents, and in order to maintain secre-
cy, I chose to withdraw from them.
The daughter and sister I was at
home was not who I was once I left
the house.”  
Her lifestyle progressed downward,

working at night clubs,  managing
exotic dance bars and facilitating
after hour raves. Many people
around her used hard drugs, and as
memories of childhood abuse resur-
faced her natural instinct was to

avoid and run. She was introduced
to cocaine, and in a very short time
span this escalated to using crack
and committing criminal activities
to support her lifestyle. Her life was
now spiraling out of control. The
people that she had chosen to have
in her life were not healthy choices.
She had destroyed many friendships
and was now a stranger to her own
family. 

Lisa went on to say, “In 2008 my
family performed an intervention
where, finally, I was upfront and
honest with them. From there I
entered my first rehab program.
Weeks after I completed that pro-
gram, my dad passed away from a
terminal illness. The grief and pain
propelled me back into an even
greater addiction to drugs and crim-
inal activity. I was desperate and
would do anything for my next fix.
I was in and out of detox eight
times. I received counseling and
other sources of help which didn't
totally free me. I was powerless I
had resorted to stealing from my
loved ones.                                     

“It was around this time that I
started attending a church where I
was embraced and loved by God's
people. I started sensing God's hand
on my life. I entered another secular
rehab program where I was able to

embrace God's love and gave him
entry into my personal life. My spir-
itual eyes were now opened and for
the first time I experienced 'nature'
as God's beautiful creation. After
completion and returning home, I
was to face my criminal charges in
court. There was no doubt that
God's grace was on my life. He
allowed me to serve house arrest
rather than jail time for my criminal
acts. My journey to find freedom
God's way was now in progress.
Psalm 119:132-133 'Turn to me and
have mercy on me, as you always do to
those who love your name. Direct my
footsteps according to your word; let
no sin rule over me.'

“God put me in the pathway of a
Teen Challenge graduate. God
spoke to me loud and clear and let
me know that I was to do the Teen
Challenge program. On October 1,
2012,  I entered the doors of Teen
Challenge GTA. Since coming to
T.C., God has done so much in my
life and in my heart. I have all my
family back in my life and our rela-
tionships are stronger than ever. My
best friend of 30 years
has given her life to Jesus
Christ, I have been able
to forgive myself for the
corrupt life I had led and
most importantly, I have

found peace and forgiveness in my
heart for my abusers and the wrong
acts that took place against me. I am
free to live out God's exciting pur-
pose for my life and all I see is
'hope' for my future. I can now face
any pain from my past with the help
of our Lord Jesus Christ and I no
longer need to suppress that pain
with men, drugs or anything, for
that matter, that this world was try-
ing to offer me. No longer do I need
worldly things to fill a void in my
life because that void is now filled
with the love of Jesus. I am finally
free to be the woman that God has
created me to be. My past failures
and circumstances are now victories
for his kingdom!” 

Lisa quoted this verse from the
Bible:  Galatians 2:20 - “I have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer
live,but Christ lives in me. The life I
now live in the body, I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loves me and
gave himself for me.”  
What a powerful story of what can

happen when we walk forward with
our hand in the hand of God.  
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V I E W P O I N T S

How well do you know the
highways and byways of
Uxbridge Township? The first

person each week to call into our
office number, 905-852-1900,
and correctly identify the location
of our photo, will receive a prize;
this week, it’s two tickets to
OnStage Uxbridge’s production of
Anything Goes!

Mr. Claude Ernest Alcock passed away peacefully with his 
companion, Marie Warrener by his side while at the Riverview Care

Centre in Medicine Hat on Wednesday, January 1, 2014, 
at the age of 88 years.  

Along with Marie, Claude's memory will live on in the hearts of his family:
sister, Joyce (Jim) Doyle of Airdrie, AB.;  brother-in-law, Ivan Degeer of

Thornton, ON.;  nephews, Brian (Marian) Degeer and Barry (Dee) Degeer;
niece, Stephanie (Darcy) Coleman and nephew, Jason (Jada) Doyle. Claude is
also survived by numerous great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins and friends.

He was predeceased by his brother, Austin Alcock and one sister, 
Betty Degeer.  

A private celebration of Claude's life will be held at a later date.
(Condolences may be expressed by visiting www.cooksouthland.com)

Honoured to serve the family is COOK SOUTHLAND Funeral Chapel, 
901 - 13 Street S.W., Medicine Hat, Alberta, T1A 4V4.  

Telephone toll free:  1-877-528-6455.
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This Way   by Vince Winder

Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll



At the end of November the Beavers
celebrated “Movember” learning
how the growing of a moustache
can promote awareness of some
health issues in men. For fun, they
grew their own moustaches - precut
paper they decorated with markers,
fake fur and yarn. They then ran an
obstacle course where they had to
keep balloons with faces from
touching the ground, ending with
“pinning” a moustache on the face.

They also had a meeting where
they built cars out of boxes with
plates for wheels and steering wheel,
then got very creative decorating
them. There were police cars, racing
cars with racing stripes and even a
bus. They learned about hand sig-
nals for turns, and even had a small
Driver's Ed. Program. The follow-
ing week they had a drive-in movie
complete with popcorn.

With Chris Wilson of the
Optimists as their guide, the
Beavers had the opportunity to help
sort toys at the Masonic Lodge for
the Uxbridge Toy Drive. They took
turns picking items from the piles
and then deciding what category
they would fit into - baby toys,
plush, sports equipment, teenager
gifts and more, then subdividing
into boy and girl gifts. It was a great
opportunity for the Beavers to learn
about giving back to their commu-

nity without mom or dad buying or
baking something. They themselves
could make a difference by lending
a hand and working together.

The Cubs continued their
Christmas tradition of attending the
Festival of Lights at Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital and, after the
lighting of the tree and the fire-
works, hiking back to their home
base at St. Joseph's on one of the
town trails. Along the way they
paused for a game of Manhunt,
which is always more fun in the
woods in the dark. They had anoth-
er night hike in the Elgin Park area
which included a tour through the
Optimist Fantasy of Lights. The
Cubs wanted to make a difference
locally and help support a great
cause in Uxbridge this Christmas,
so they decided to have a Secret
Santa gift exchange and donate all
the toys to the Uxbridge Toy Drive.

The Venturer Company, with the
help of the Scout Troop, set up our
display for the Fantasy of Lights in
Elgin Park. Unfortunately, heavy
snows and ice knocked down one of
the tents we had set up and lit. It
did make a pretty pattern of lights
under the snow! The weather was
against us also on the evening of the
21st when we were all set to help the
Optimists take the tolls for Fantasy
of Lights. We had hot chocolate and

cookies to give out but because of
freezing rain we only had six visi-
tors.

The Scouts spent their regular
meetings practicing knots and lash-
ing, and talking about camp menu
plans, both in preparation for our
winter camp in January. We had a
great night hike from O'Neil Rd. to
Elgin Park then all the way to St.
Joseph's school. We also had an
informal end-of-the-year party at
Lazerquest. 

The Venturer Company, their

advisors and other Uxbridge Scout
leaders organized and hosted a com-
munity soup lunch at St. Andrews-
Chalmers Presbyterian Church.
These lunches began in October
and continue every Wednesday
until April 16 from 12 p.m. to 1:30
p.m., and are provided by numerous
Church groups, North House and

other community groups in the
Uxbridge area. We provided the
soup, bread, desserts, coffee or tea
and served. It is "pay what you can"
and the donations support the
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank or
North House when they are host-
ing.

Thur sday,  Januar y  9 th  201412The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

Used with permission from Metroland Durham Region Media Group

The Troop 
by Mark Humphrey

EVERYTHING ‘BRUIN’ AT

WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM
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