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DEFENDING THE GOAL - Helping out their goaltender is obviously something the Uxbridge Bruins do very well. Over the holidays, our team won six of seven games (this one last Friday against Port Perry being the
only loss) to build a six-point lead atop the Junior C division standings. The team has allowed only 77 goals in 33 games, tops in the division. Photo by Stuart Blower.
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Uxpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee
Meeting Schedule for January

Monday, January 14th
COUNCIL 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, January 16th
Committee of Adjustment   7:00 p.m.
Monday, January 21st 
COMMITTEE   9:30 a.m.
Monday, January 28th
COUNCIL   7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Public Planning Meeting 
re ZBA 2002-18 and SUB 2002-2 -
Cheung
8:00 p.m. Public Planning Meeting
Re ZBA 2012-09 - Impact Auto

BUDGET MEETINGS
Monday, January 14th  – 
immediately after Council meeting
BUDGET OPEN HOUSE – 
Monday, January 14th – 6:00p.m.
Council Chambers

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30) 

CELEBRATION COOKBOOK:  125 RECIPES for
125 YEARS Thanks to all for submissions to com-
plete this project, which will finish  off our anniver-
sary year! Cookbooks are available NOW at the
Uxbridge and Zephyr Libraries for $10.00 (incl.
H.S.T.).  Chocked full of 125 favourites, this book
will make a great gift - but be sure to buy one for
yourself, too!
MUSICAL MOMENTS: Winter Session, Thur. Jan
17-Feb. 21. Lots of toe tapping and knee slapping
fun, along with various musical instruments
played by leader, Kathy Reid-Naiman. Finger
plays, and songs old and new, to engage children
accompanied  by an adult.  Ages 6-18 mos., 10:15-
10:45 am; ages 19-36+ mos., 11:00- 11:30 am. Six
classes/$37.50, payable by cash or cheque.  Sign
up now!
FAMILY and FRIENDS DROP-IN STORYTIME:
ages 2&1/2 and up. Join Cathy Reesor and let free
your imagination during our “new” program
which does not require pre-registration.  Includes
stories, songs, rhymes and a craft.  Child accom-
panied by and adult, with younger siblings wel-
come too! Choose Mondays, January 14 & 21;
February 4,11 & 25  0R Tuesdays, January 15 & 22;
February 5,12 & 26. 

NEW:  COMING IN 2013 -  5 for 5 BOOK CHAT… a
reading group offered afternoons and evenings,
this club is being designed to fit with everyone's
schedule. Choose the  time you can, or most pre-
fer, to attend.  The meetings are set up for once  a
month, in FIVE month blocks, to work with our
Canadian climate too!  Session 1:  Jan-May, first
Tue. (after Jan. meeting) 1:30-3:00 pm.

Session 2:  May-Nov, first Wed., 7:30-9:00 pm.
*No meetings in July, August or December.  

If you have considered joining a book club, this
is the opportunity to do so - share opinions, talk
about your favourites, but also be open to reading
books you may not have otherwise!  Start up is
planned for TUE. JAN.8 at 1:30 pm.  We will talk
about recent reads and choose the five genres,
most appear interested in tackling, for this initial
daytime gathering.  A time of year to re-energize,
share the love of reading, and perhaps make some
new friends over a cup of coffee!

Drop by to sign up or call Pam at 905-852-9747,
ext. 24.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. Please fill out the
Request for Alternate Formats Form at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility
Coordinator at 905-852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

CHRISTMAS TREE 
PICK-UP

The Region of Durham Waste
Management will be collecting
Christmas Trees on Monday
January 14th, 2013 ONLY.
Please ensure that you have
your tree at the curbside for
pick-up by 7:00a.m.
Should you have any questions

or concerns regarding
Christmas Tree pick-up or any
other garbage related questions
or concerns please contact the
Region of Durham Waste
Management at 1-800-667-
5671.

NOTICE
FROM THE UXBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Commencing December 1st, 2012, residents may purchase
their 2013 Burning Permits.
Fees are: $25.00 for a Regular Permit

$75.00 for an Oversize Permit
N/C for a Recreational Permit

ALL NEW OVERSIZE SITES MUST BE INSPECTED BY
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF AN
OVERSIZE PERMIT.

Permits may be obtained at the Municipal Office at 51
Toronto Street, South or the Fire Station at 17 Bascom
Street during normal business hours, Monday to Friday,
8:30 am to 4:30 pm.

NOTE:  All existing permits expire Dec. 31, 2012.
Any questions please contact the 
Fire Department at 905-852-3393.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Region of Durham has
issued its detailed response to
public input regarding the pro-
posed communications tower at
7245 Concession 6, near the
Uxbridge Historical Centre.  To
read the full response, please
visit the Township website at the
address above, or pick up a copy
at the Clerk’s Department, Town
Hall, 51 Toronto Street South.

READING BUDDIES 

This fun weekly reading support program
gives children one-on-one reading practice
with a caring volunteer who enjoys reading
and working with children (they can  earn
community service hours too)! Buddies will
read together for pleasure and enjoy fun liter-
acy-based activities that promote confi-
dence, interest and the joy of reading.
The program is offered to children in Grades

1 and up, including French Immersion stu-
dents. The program runs for 8 weeks –
January  15/16 to March 5/6 – on Tuesdays,
6:30 - 7:30pm  OR Wednesdays, 3:45 -
4:45pm. $20 per child includes a drink and
snack each week plus, each child/volunteer
will receive a FREE library card and any
overdue fines will be forgiven too!

Application forms for both children and vol-
unteers are available in the Children’s
Department or download at www.uxlib.com ~
deadline to register is Saturday, January 5th.
But don’t wait until then ~ children/volunteers
will be matched on a first come, first serve
basis!

Questions? Contact Robyn at
robyn.miller@uxlib.com or 905.852.9747.

Sponsored by LIFE’S JOURNEY FINAN-
CIAL SERVICES ~ Tracy Evans (B.A. CFP)
& Tonia Ferguson (CB);
www.LifesJourneyFinancial.ca; (905) 852-
0017.

ROAD WATCH
Uxbridge Road Watch is looking for new
members to join our Committees.

If you have concerns regarding aggres-
sive and careless driving practices, you
can help make our Township roads safer.

You will need a criminal record check
and be able to attend 6-7 evening meet-
ings throughout the year.  We are
liaisoned with Uxbridge Township and
DRPS.

For further information, contact Pat
Molloy at 905-852-9181 ext 404 or email:
pmolloy@town.uxbridge.on.ca

UXBRIDGE BIA
FACILITATOR 

The Uxbridge BIA (Business
Improvement Area) Board of
Management is seeking a part-
time Facilitator for a 1 year
contract position (approx. 30
hours/week).
The ideal candidate will be the

key contact person for all
Uxbridge BIA enquiries from
both the public & our over 250
member businesses.

For details relating to the
Facilitator Responsibilities and
Required Skills please see a
detailed Job Description at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.c
a/employment_opportunities or
by attending the Clerk's
Department at 51 Toronto
Street South, Uxbridge.  

Qualified candidates are
asked to submit resumes by
January 31st to:

UXBRIDGE BIA
ATTN: BIA Hiring Committee
c/o Township of Uxbridge
P.O. Box 190
51 Toronto St. S.
Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1T1

RECOGNIZING VOLUNTEERS
The Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration is
inviting members of the community to participate
in the 2013 Volunteer Service Awards program.
The VSA program recognizes volunteers from all
sectors for their continuous years of service in a
community organization.  

For nomination forms or program information
please visit the Ministry of Citizenship and
Immigration website at www.ontario.ca/honour-
sandawards .  

For further details regarding this award, you can
also visit the Township of Uxbridge website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

The deadline date for submissions is January
25th, 2013.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
RFP #  U13-01

Project Management Services for the construc-
tion 

of a new 16,000 sq ft Fire Hall
Closing Date:  January 29, 2013  2:00 p.m.

The Township of Uxbridge is seeking proposals for
the Project Management Services for the construc-
tion of a new 16,000 sq. ft. Fire Station in the
Township of Uxbridge.  The Township of Uxbridge
has established a construction budget for this work at
$3,500,000.00.  The Township of Uxbridge antici-
pates the design phase to be completed by April 30,
2013 and the construction phase to be completed in
the fall of 2014.

The purpose of this Request for Proposal (RFP) is
to obtain submissions from competent
project managing firms to determine those qualified,
in the opinion of the Township of Uxbridge, to provide
project management services including meeting
attendance, commenting on design drawings and
construction inspection services. From the submis-
sions received the Township of Uxbridge will select a
project manager based on the criteria set out in the
RFP.

The RFP documents must be picked up from the
Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, Clerk's Office
located at 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario
L9P 1T1.

All queries regarding this RFP shall be directed to:
Scott Richardson, Fire Chief, Township of Uxbridge,
51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario L9P 1T1
Tel: (905) 852-3393, ext. 302, e-mail:
srichardson@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Please state document U13-01 when inquiring
about this RFP. Sealed Submissions, clearly marked
with the RFP number and the Closing Date and Time,
will be received ONLY at the Township Municipal
Office BEFORE 2:00pm, January 29, 2013;
Attention: Debbie Leroux, Clerk

Township of Uxbridge

PLEASE NOTE: The Township of Uxbridge will not
be responsible for accepting couriered submissions
that are not delivered in accordance with the bid doc-
uments. 

Proponents must submit one (1) original and six (6)
copies of the proposal together with the completed
CCDC 11 Form and all other documentation as per
the RFP.



Department heads need 
to get the message

Maybe it was something in the coffee
or maybe it was the almost spring-
like weather outside, but something
affected councillors Tuesday as they
continued their budget discussions.
There was a definite air of joviality,
with more laughs than a night at Yuk
Yuk's.

Nevertheless, they were engaged in
serious business: the ongoing attempt
to trim the budgets presented by the
various township departments.
Whatever they finally come up with,
there will almost certainly be an
increase in property taxes. There is
no way to avoid it. Increased costs,
lower funding in grants from seniors
levels of government, unavoidable
large expenditures: all things beyond
the control of council.

Despite their efforts to make the
increase as small as possible, however,
when the budget finally is passed, no

doubt there will be a number of resi-
dents who will - pardon the expres-
sion - bitch and complain. But before
anyone aims their ire at their elected
representatives, they should maybe
take a look at the department heads
and the budget proposals they sub-
mit.

It is perhaps understandable that
department heads see everything they
propose as necessary, but I would
venture that, unlike councillors who
always have their eyes on the next
election and don't want to be seen by
their constituents as spendthrifts,
they don't always consider the people
who have to pay for their proposals.

An example: as of this writing,
council has yet to look at the bylaw
office's operating budget, but when
they do they will see $3,500 has been
budgeted in 2013 for uniforms.
That, as I understand it, is for a staff
of 2 1/2. This despite the fact that
$1,330 was spent on uniforms in
2012 and $1,465 in 2011. It would
appear the bylaw department is buy-

ing extremely expensive uniforms
that don't wear well. And consider
that proposed $3,500 for uniforms
against the fire department's pro-
posed uniform budget of $10,000 for
more than 30 men. Now, I know
$3,500 is probably peanuts when
considering a budget that will
approach $15m, but add up all those
small amounts and they can come to
a sizeable total.

The major spender of taxpayers'
money is the public works depart-
ment. No one suggests for a moment
that Public Works Director Ben
Kester has an easy job and it is doubt-
ful anyone knows better than Ben
just what's involved in keeping our
roads in as good shape as possible
and our bridges and culverts in a
state of good repair. But at the urging
of councillors on Tuesday, he man-
aged to cut the 2013 capital budget
by about $650,000 - and finance
committee chair Pat Molloy figures
that could possibly reach $1 million,
noting there are a couple of items "to

be discussed".
When it comes to public works,

some of the councillors are staggered
by the cost of some items. Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor was particu-
larly astonished at the $500,000
price tag put on a culvert which Mr.
Kester says is needed for Meyers
Road sometime in the future. Mr.
Kester has been around for a good
many years and is an old hand at this
budget thing and always appears to
have a reasonable explanation for
why things cost what they do and
why they are necessary. When it
comes to roads, for instance, he
always reminds council of the
Township's vulnerability to lawsuits
should roads not be in good shape.
But even Mr. Molloy wondered,
although he expressed it with
humour, why the replacement of cul-
verts should cost so much. It's the
kind of question many taxpayers
would ask.

Mr. Molloy also noted that for
2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014, public

works had
budgeted
$20,000 a
year for
gravel and
yet spent
o n l y
$14,500 in 2011 and $13,800 in
2012. He wondered why Mr. Kester,
despite the lower spending, kept ask-
ing for $20,000 for gravel.

And there are other examples where
the spending was far less than bud-
geted for in the past and yet depart-
ments keep asking for more. As Mr.
Molloy said, he's asked the depart-
ments to keep the "fluff" out of their
budgets.
It seems to me that residents should

be thankful that their councillors are
so diligently trying to keep their
property taxes as low as possible.
After all, they pay property taxes
themselves.

Tell me, am I wrong?

by Roger Varley

In the seven games the Uxbridge Bruins
have played since the last issue of the
Cosmos, the local lads made a meal of
their opponents, winning six and losing
one. That included winning three
against the Lakefield Chiefs, the only
team that can beat them out for first
place in the OHA Jr. C Central
Division when the regular season ends.

A 3-2 shoot-out win on Tuesday
night in Lakefield gave the Bruins a six-
point lead over the Chiefs, with each
team having only seven games left until
the playoffs begin. The last two games
of the regular season for each team will
be against each other.

The Bruins now have 55 points on
the strength of 26 wins, four losses and
three overtime losses. On the player
side, Patrick Morgan remained the top
point scorer for the Bruins with 19 goals
and 18 assists, aided by four goals and
four assists in the seven games.

The Bruins got into the holiday mood
early on Dec. 21 with a brilliantly
played 2-0 shutout over the Chiefs, with
Brandon Francey between the pipes.
Shane Smith scored in the first period,
assisted by Morgan, who then scored his
own goal on the power play in the sec-
ond period, assisted by Justin Bean and
Callum Lynch.

The following night, the cellar-
dwelling Georgina Ice gave Uxbridge

more trouble than the Chiefs, forcing
the Bruins into overtime, where Smith
scored an unassisted goal to give the
Bruins a 5-4 win. Other goal scorers for
Uxbridge were Tim Bierema, Morgan
with two power-play goals and Bean.

After the Christmas break, the Bruins
faced the Ice again on Dec, 28, this time
scoring six goals in a solidly played game
before allowing the Ice to hit the score-
board with two late in the third period.
Newly acquired forward Jarrett Smith
opened the scoring in the first period,
followed by Steve Douitsis. Other goals
came from Keegan Cairns, Dylan
Locks, Shane Smith and Marco
Mastrangelo.

The next night, the Bruins faced the
Chiefs again, this time coming away
with a 5-3 victory. Douitsis opened the
scoring early in the first but the Chiefs
stormed back quickly with two of their
own. Morgan tied it up before Douitsis
found the net again and defenceman
Carter Vahey, recently acquired from
Clarington Eagles, notched what proved
to be the winning goal. The Chiefs came
back with one more before Mike
Ramsey put the game away late in the
third.

Last Friday, it was time to face their
long-time arch-rivals, the Port Perry
MoJacks. In a fast-and-furious, end-to-
end, entertaining and fun game, both
sides were evenly matched, but the
MoJacks came out with a 2-1 win, due

in large part to the excellent goal-tend-
ing of Drew Siydock. Port Perry scored
midway through the first period on a
three-on-one rush shortly after the refer-
ee disallowed a Bruins goal.

The MoJacks scored again early in the
second after goalie Greg Zupan made a
poor play on the puck behind his net
and was late getting back between the
pipes. Zuban redeemed himself 10 min-
utes later with a marvellous save on Port
Perry's Matt Murray, who split the
defence and skated in alone against
Zuban.

The Bruins had several great scoring
opportunities but Siydock was unbeat-
able until the midway point of the third
period when Ramsey bet him with a
great second effort,

On Saturday, perhaps smarting from
their loss to the MoJacks, the Btruns
travelled to Little Britain and handed
the Merchants a 4-1 beating.

After a relatively uneventful first peri-
od, with no goals and no penalties, the
Merchants opened the scoring with just
over a minute elapsed in the second. But
Bean quickly tied the game with a

power-play goal, followed by markers by
Douitsis and Callum Lynch.
Mastrangelo put the game on ice with a
goal late in the third.

The Bruins have a home-and-away
series against the Eagles this weekend,
hosting Clarington at the arena at 7:45
p.m. on Friday and travelling to
Bowmanville for the return game on
Sunday at 6:30 p.m.
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Am I Wrong?  column by Roger Varley

Township of Uxbridge
2013 Spring/Summer

Community Guide

For advertising options, sizes and prices
call 905-852-1900 or e-mail cosmosboyce@powergate.ca

The guide will be distributed in late February

Bruins feast on rivals over the holidays

More information on the knitting is
available from Anne Powell (905-852-
5450) You knit; we send...

A number of friends from this com-
munity called on Bill and Jackie Lockie
at Mill Run Golf Club last Saturday
where they were celebrating their 'spe-
cial' birthdays...

The significant offering from the
Christmas Eve Services at St. Paul's
Church, Leaskdale, is going directly to
Lavoute, Haiti, to further education for

young people in that area who could
otherwise not afford schooling...

Reg and Joyce Carter and Don
Goldstone attended an eightieth birth-
day celebration for John Cook at the
Royal Canadian Legion in Orillia on
Sunday...

The Hainomosa Team returned home
from the Dominician Republic on
Friday, where they had been conducting
a Vacation Bible Camp for 250 children
there, last week.

Leaskdale News from page 11
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Laboured
So the National Hockey League is back at work, almost four months late. If fans had
any self-respect, they’d stay away from the rinks in droves and watch hockey from the
living room couch. But of course if they did that, the owners would just shut down
again. So our loyalty to the game is taken for granted, but if we want the game we
love, we have to pay the price.

You couldn’t help but wonder as the lockout dragged needlessly on and on (surely
they could have come to an almost immediate agreement if they’d locked themselves
in Gretzky’s pub for a weekend), what would have happened if a bunch of fans had
started a rival league and refused to go back? What if they paid the players salaries
that actually make sense? What if they charged ticket prices that meant the average
Canadian kid could actually go to a game? The vast majority of youngsters who wear
Maple Leaf or Canadien sweaters at their neighbourhood rink will never get inside the
Air Canada Centre in their entire lives.

But of course the recent hockey labour dispute is hardly unique in punishing a third
party. Many fights between employers and employees end up hurting the consumer
more than they do the combatants, and Uxbridge Secondary student Maggie
Anderson’s story on page 8 provides an excellent example of that. As she relates, the
musical theatre class at USS had enough challenges when it couldn’t use the school’s
usual performance venues for this month’s semester-ending production of Bye Bye
Birdie. But the teachers and students resolved the problem by coming to an agreement
with St. Paul’s Church in Leaskdale to stage the show there.

Now that plan has been squelched because of the spat between teachers and the
provincial government. Because of the teachers’ work-to-rule reaction to Bill 115, the
students in the class, who have been working on the show since last summer, have been
forbidden to stage the show outside the school, or even outside of regular school hours.
In other words, they can’t present their work for the community in which they live.

Keep in mind that the cast of Bye Bye Birdie are not members of an extra-curricular
club.  The actors, as well as the musicians in the pit band, are participating in the show
as part of a regular USS credited course. Performing arts are a part of the curriculum
for which Uxbridge Secondary has a deservedly strong reputation. It makes no sense
at all that even if they’re confined to the school, the students shouldn’t be able to per-
form for their family, friends and neighbours. We own the school, the teachers don’t.
If someone needs to supervise the evening performances, let parents do it, or even,
heaven forbid, let the administration actually step up to the plate and facilitate a mean-
ingful interaction between the school and the community.

What’s happening to the students of the USS musical theatre class not only prevents
the most important part of the theatre experience - public performance - it teaches a
whole lot of really bad lessons about how the world works. The Durham School Board
should give all the students, and their parents, their money back.

Letters to the Editor
Despite the poor weather the first Kids
Christmas Bird Count was a success and
these people made it happen: many
thanks to hosts Kathy and Dennis
Anderson; Brian and Kim Henshaw; and
Alan and Anne Wells who opened their
homes to us providing warmth and shel-
ter, great bird viewing and hot chocolate
and cookies! Thanks to Bird Leaders
Peter Burch, and Derek Connelly who
led two groups on our town trails and to
local farms. Additional bird knowledge
and assistance was provided by James
Kamstra, Anne Downey, Brian Henshaw
and Bruce Cole. Parents were a great
help and can be commended for allow-
ing their children to participate despite
the rain. Additional support was provid-
ed by “Presents Presents”, the Nonquon
Environmental Centre and Bird Studies
Canada. Of course no success is possible
without the enthusiasm of the ten kids
who braved it all and saw 18 species and
340 birds in the drizzle. I look forward
to next year when the numbers of birds
and participants increases and hopefully
the weather is more favourable for the
Christmas Bird Count for Kids! 

Derek Connelly
Uxbridge

After attending some of the CNSC
(Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission)
hearings, held in Courtice last month,
on the future of the Darlington reactors,
I’m left wondering many things…one
being “Where were all the people?”

Quite possibly people had better things
to do than learn more about where their
electricity comes from. (Trusting that
gov't will look after us.) Maybe work
commitments prevailed. We are definite-
ly going to pay dearly for this way of pro-
ducing electricity.  Maybe people weren’t
even aware that these hearings were hap-
pening.  Education and keeping us ‘the
sleeping public’ abreast of nuclear issues
doesn’t appear to be CNSC’s forte. Or
maybe, dare I say it, we really don’t care.
That is until the light switch doesn’t
work, the whatever can’t be charged, the
fridge/freezer warms up… you get the
point.

On Monday of the hearings,
Greenpeace Canada launched a weather
balloon from the site in Courtice to
show the potential range of radiation

fallout in the event of an accident at
Darlington. The balloon ended up hun-
dreds of kilometers away in New York
State, showing us, that depending on the
way the wind is blowing that day, anyone
of us could be affected.  Which makes
me wonder, “Where would the 600,000
plus of us who reside in Durham Region
(not to mention the rest of the nine mil-
lion people on both sides of the border
that rely on Lake Ontario for drinking
water) get safe water?  Considering that
OPG is only prepared for an emergency
evacuation zone of 3 km, it makes me
wonder, “Have we learned anything
from recent, international, nuclear acci-
dents?”  

It is crucial to acknowledge that larger
scale accidents can and do happen.
Green Party of Ontario leader Mike
Schreiner states, “It is irresponsible and
unacceptable that the worst-case acci-
dent examined by OPG in its applica-
tion for the overhaul would involve a
release of radiation travelling about three
kilometers from the plant.”  This makes
me wonder, “Why did we ever consider
using nuclear if it has the potential to do
such massive harm?”

Since the Fukushima nuclear disaster,
many countries, including Germany and
Switzerland, have decided the risk of
nuclear power is too high and have
invested heavily in green energy  alterna-
tives.  Germany produces more power
from green energy than all of Ontario’s
nuclear power plants combined.
Hopefully, as more and more people ask

questions and become informed maybe
Ontario, like Quebec, can one day shut
down its last reactor and join the grow-
ing movement towards a more sustain-
able and eco-friendly future.  I won-
der…

Linda Hicks
Uxbridge

Christmas is that most wonderful time
of the year. It certainly is for children,
the magic of Santa and reindeer that can
fly, wishes that come true if one has been
good all year and snow - snow, snow and
lots of snow. What adult doesn’t want a
child’s dreams to come true on
Christmas morning? This is the time of
year we dig into our pockets and think of
others as we support toy drives and food

drives and street corner Santas. But we
can’t remain children forever. I used to
love Christmas with its busyness, family
times and general good cheer. But the
season has changed as children moved on
and family grown old.

That is not to say that the Spirit of the
Season does not live on. It lives in the
story of a baby born in that long ago
time, born to bring hope into a worn
and broken world. It lives in the quiet
when soldiers lay down their guns to
bring a promise of peace into the world
and for me it lives in the simple kindness
of strangers. For what is the true mean-
ing of Christmas if it isn’t that we love
one another – even the stranger?
This year as I went about my Christmas

shopping, I stopped into the yarn shop
for some last minute gifts. I admired the
choices a fellow shopper had made to fill
his wife’s stocking. ‘Lucky woman’, I said
as I admired his choices and wishing that
I could be that woman. One gift in par-
ticular caught my eye ‘I could use one of
the these’, but no, ‘maybe next time’.
After he had settled his bill and we
wished one another a Merry Christmas,
he reached into his bag and took out the
coveted item, ‘For you’, he said and then
with a twinkle in his eye he was out the
door. As I stood there open-mouthed the
clerk commented on what a kind and
generous friend he was. 
‘I have never met that man before in my

life’, I replied.
In the silence that followed we realized

that we had all been touched by the true
spirit of the season - the love for one
another, the kindness to a stranger and
the hope of a better world. In that sim-
ple act of kindness Christmas came alive
for me.
As we get lost in the demands and busy-

ness of the holiday season, as we think of
family and celebrate with friends let us
remember those among us – perhaps a
neighbour, coworker, even a stranger
who, through a simple kindness, can
share in the true meaning of the season,
that we love one another, even the
stranger.

Anjie McKay
Uxbridge



One of my favourite pastimes is reading cookbooks and now, through the wonders of
the Internet, scanning the many food sites available. Not just the recipes themselves but
always find the remarks by cooks from around the world who discuss the recipes and
give their opinions as to how the recipe can be changed, or improved.

Often a bit of a personality – or maybe ego is a better word – clash can occur which
adds to the ‘flavour’ of the discussion. Recently I followed the remarks back and forth by two of the female participants
and sensed that the discussion was becoming a bit heated. Finally I laughed out loud when the discussion came to an
abrupt end with this caustic remark: “If you are worried about calories - eat your damn salad...  but make sure you leave
off the dressing... don't have a cocktail, wear a girdle, and a dress you never did fit in - and plaster a fake smile on your
kisser looking like you're having a good time.” Ouch!
-----------------------------
Not sure about you but I find it sad when parents find it impossible to let go of their children, allowing them to leave home
and make a valiant attempt of establishing a good life for themselves. Don’t get me wrong. I believe that parents should
help where they can with all the support possible, but should also allow them to make their own way, often making the
same mistakes that you did at that time in your life – and learning from them.

Recall good friends who had an only child - a lovely daughter – who left home to attend school in Sudbury. Obviously
a very difficult time for Mom and Dad who were so distraught they sold a thriving restaurant business and moved to
Sudbury to be close by. It wasn’t long after the daughter was having trouble with her studies, so she left that school and
moved to Toronto. Over time I have lost track and to this day wonder if the parents are still stalking this beautiful young
lady. Same thing happened to wonderful friends in Ottawa whose daughter moved to start a new life on her own in
Vancouver. It wasn’t long before Mom and Dad sold their Ottawa home and, bingo, bought a home in Vancouver. A year
or so later the daughter packed up and moved to Toronto. Where do her parents now live? You won the prize if you said
Toronto. Mom and Dad just can’t let go.

Thought of these couples when reading about a music student from Kansas who won a stalking order against her par-
ents after they followed her to University and installed software in her phone and computer allowing them to track her
internet use and calls. Aubrey Ireland, 21, a senior at the College-Conservatory of Music at the University  of Cincinnati,
went to the court to complain that her parents, David and Julie, drive 600 miles from their home in Leawood,  Kansas
and turn up unannounced. She also said that her parents had wrongly accused her of using illegal drugs, and promiscu-
ity, and had told her head of department that she was suffering from mental issues.

A judge has ordered her parents to stay at least 500 feet away from her and to have no contact with her, until at least
September  23, 2013, the Telegraph reported. Aubrey told the court that it had become embarrassing and upsetting to
have her parents come to her university when she was a grown adult and just basically slander her name and follow her
around. Her parents admitted that they had installed monitoring software on her laptop computer but argued that they
were just trying to protect her. Her mother Julie said that Aubrey was an only child who was catered to all her life by lov-
ing parents. But her daughter said that she felt like she was a dog with a collar on. According to the Cincinnati Enquirer,
the university has hired security guards to keep her parents away from her music performances.
Sad when this happens. All of nature operates on the premise that when the young reach a certain age they either leave

or you throw them out of the nest. On the flip side I have several friends who wonder when, or if, some of their flock will
ever leave. And that folks is a whole other sad story.
-------------------------
Felt strange sitting in 90+ temperatures and looking at the photo of Jack Ballinger and others stepping out of what would
be the frigid waters of Elgin Pond on New Year’s morning. But I soon warmed up when I realized that it was just another
of Jack’s, sometimes whacky, ideas on how to raise money for a charity. This time it was all for the Durham  Region United
Way. A very worthy cause. To all those brave souls who rallied to Jack’s call I say ‘take a bow’. Job well done and I hope
they had something other than a cold one waiting to warm you up.
---------------------------
Start of a new year and always a time to send wishes of good luck to family and friends and each year one tries to do
something a bit different. This year I was helped out when a friend sent me New Year’s greetings that were quite differ-
ent but sure hit the mark on what each of us should be wishing for each other the whole year through. Hope you agree.

My wish for all of you during the year 2013……..
…May peace break into your home and may thieves come to steal your debts!
…May the pockets of your jeans become a magnet for $100 bills!
…May love stick to your face like Vaseline and may laughter assault your lips!
…May happiness slap you across the face and may your tears be that of joy!
... May the problems you had, forget your home address.

In other words I hope that 2013 is your best year ever!  
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Credit from a mentor
January was particularly cold in 1972, the year I landed in Saskatoon. On aver-

age it was minus-30 that month. Nonetheless, that was the month I made an important career-altering phone
call. For the previous three years I had worked feverishly as a student at Ryerson, training myself to become a
gainfully employed broadcaster. I had landed my first post-diploma job in Saskatoon, working in educational TV.
But, to stretch my writing skills (and make a few extra bucks), I had also pitched a few ideas to the Saskatoon
city newspaper, The Star-Phoenix.

“We'll give you a try,” the pleasant voice on the other end of the phone said. “Cover the University of
Saskatchewan appearance of Mitch Ryder. We'll see how it goes.”

The voice belonged to the then entertainment editor of The Star-Phoenix, Ned Powers. When he and I spoke on
the phone in 1972, Ned was 40 and already had two decades of writing experience behind him. I was 23 and
had lots to learn about writing newspaper features. But as he said, he was willing to give me a try. As it turned
out, Ned's assignment for me to cover the U of S appearance of a rock 'n' roll legend was the beginning of a
wonderful editor-reporter relationship.

“By 11 Saturday morning, clean-shaven William Levise was knocking on the seventh floor hotel room doors of
his five band members… 'I've had eight managers, one for every year I've been in the business,' he said,” my
story about Levise, a.k.a. Mitch Ryder and Detroit Wheels, began. The 1960s rocker, who'd written such smash
hits as “See See Rider” and “Devil with a Blue Dress,” had to pull his own band out of bed to get to the univer-
sity gymnasium show in front of 2,000 screaming fans. But my story would never have been published, much
less been given space on the front page of the entertainment section, if not for Ned Powers.
Coincidentally, Ned had been 23 too when he first came to Saskatoon in 1953 as a reporter for The Star-Phoenix.

In those years, his beat wasn't just entertainment, but sports and features of every type. His focus was always
people, in particular the citizens of his home community. And Powers spoke in deed as well as word. Through the
1960s and '70s, he volunteered much of his spare time for local baseball, curling and bowling groups. For a while
he was director of the Saskatoon Sports Hall of Fame. He also devoted time to the Saskatoon Jazz Society and
Children's Choir. And late last month, the City of Saskatoon named him citizen of the year.

“I really think I'm just a person who's kind of gone to work every day and tried to do the best job you could
do,” he told The Star Phoenix last week. “And if you can help other people along the way, that's fine.”

Well, that's the reason the Citizen of the Year for Saskatoon is in my column this week. Ned Powers helped this
writer along the way. Soon after I arrived on the scene and began writing for him as entertainment editor at the
paper, he helped me recognize that sometimes the most important entertainers weren't the big names from out
of town, but those struggling for a breakthrough right there in our own backyard. Soon I was writing about
Saskatchewan-based artists such as blues band Jalal, Honkytonk pianist Harry Smith, and local folkies Humphrey
and the Dump Trucks.

But my former editor and I had more than just a passion for words to tie us together. We both loved history,
particularly Canadian Prairie history. During my first year in Saskatchewan, I would periodically travel up the
road from Saskatoon to Batoche, location of the famous rebellion stand by Gabriel Dumont. Ned Powers often
did the same. But Ned's was more than a passing interest in the famous Rebellion of 1885; his grandfather,
Fordyce Powers had actually served with one of the militia units that quelled the rebellion and captured one of
its key leaders - Chief Big Bear.

My former editor, as I did, worked in television as well, but he often returned to the written word to deliver his
most vivid stories of prairie people who made a difference. His three sports books and “Friends Revisited” col-
umn chronicled more than 600 local personalities who contributed to his community's quality of life. But I offer
my endorsement of Saskatoon's choice for Citizen of the Year, because he gave me a chance, because he polished
my earliest rough news feature copy into publishable prose, and because he taught me the value of writing in
support of community. He also gave me a rather inspiring credit each time The Star-Phoenix published one of my
stories.

“By Ted Barris… Special to The Star-Phoenix,” my byline read. Forty years later, I'm still flattered by it.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

stemp’s stew
column by Harry Stemp



by Nancy Melcher

Imagine a theatre critic telling
readers not to read what he'd writ-
ten! That's exactly what happened
at the opening of My Fair Lady in
1956. (The review  said, “Don't
bother reading this review now.
You'd better sit right down and
send for those tickets...”) The
show opened to glowing reviews,
and won several Tony Awards: Rex
Harrison took Best Actor; Julie
Andrews, Stanley Holloway and
Robert Coote were nominated in
their respective categories.

OnStage Uxbridge is bringing
this beloved musical to the
Uxbridge Music Hall from
January 17 to 26. Director Cheryl
Atwood's cast has many familiar
faces, including Kevin Fleetwood,
Luise McTaggart and Jay De
Costa, who were all on board
HMS Pinafore last year.
(Fleetwood was the Captain, De
Costa was Sir Joseph Porter, and
McTaggart was the on-stage piano
accompanist.) Rounding out the
principals is OSU newcomer Mark
Melcher as Col. Pickering.

While the original musical fea-
tured adults, this version is more
of a family affair. The cast of 37
spans the ages, from ten through
those collecting pensions. Nine
local families have more than one
member in the cast and crew.
Seasoned veterans and newcomers
alike are eager to take you back in
time for an enjoyable evening with
colourful characters, familiar
tunes, and a set that will surprise
and entertain. “This is a great
show for the whole family to see,”
says Atwood. 

Costumes add another layer of
experience for audience members.
Rachel Berchtold owns The
Costume Company in Aurora.
With over 40 years experience, she
will ensure the “well-to-do” char-
acters look every inch the part of
high society (thecostumecompa-
ny@rogers.com). Denise Randall
is the other half of the costuming
team, and she'll work her magic as
well. It will be a feast for the eyes,
no doubt about it!

Rounding out the creative team
are the set designer Tom Murray,

set decorator Laurie Bowers, and
lighting designer Phil Knapp.
Together they will supervise the
construction, painting, decorating,
furnishing, and lighting of the set.
Unique to the Music Hall, it
involves a central turntable to
allow three completely different
scenes to be used with a simple
turn of the circular inset. It's
worth the price of admission all by
itself!
Tickets are available, (they would

make a “loverly” gift), at La Petite
Fleur at 43 Brock Street West. You
can also buy them online through
the OnStage Uxbridge website:
www.onstageuxbridge.com - click
on 'Tickets'. Mark your calendar
now. It's sure to be a welcome
relief from the cold, dark winter
nights we'll be experiencing, far
from The Rain In Spain (that falls
mainly on the plain)! 
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stories from the past
photos from the present
working with you towards the future

invites you to

Celebrate 25 years
with us

www.lawsonhomeimprovements.com
or  ca l l  905-852-7722 for  draw entry  de ta i l s

PAY IT FORWARD
draw

Enter to win our

thanking you with a $2,500

project credit or charity donation.

Let us help you put 
your vehicle in tip-top shape 

for trouble-free winter driving.
Lube, oil & filter change, 

all for only

$43.95
plus tax, most vehicles.

PECK BROS. LIMITED
UXBRIDGE SHELL

83 Brock St. W. 
905-852-3011

Let us help you with your
New Year’s resolutions... Registering Now for

KINDERGARTEN 2013
Affordable Private

Education in Port Perry!

JK - Gr 8

OPEN HOUSE January 31, 2013
9:00 to 12:00 am & 5:00 to 9:00 pm

Or call us for a personal tour: 905.985.3741
14480 Old Simcoe Road, P.O. Box 3308, Prince Albert ON L9L IC3 

All day, Everyday Kindergarten!
After-school Care also available!

Colonel Pickering (Mark Melcher), Eliza Doolittle (Luise
McTaggart) and Professor Henry Higgins (Kevin Fleetwood)
rehearse a scene from My Fair Lady.  Photo by Nancy Melcher

-  lessons
-  boarding
-  training
-  trail rides

-  March Break and 
Summer Camps

www.Allbrightequestriancentre.com
horsecountryboarding@gmail.com

647-388-3589
563 Allbright Road, Uxbridge

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284

A new New Year’s 
tradition! - the Elgin
Pond Plunge in benefit
of the Durham Region
United Way.

Fair Lady promises a loverly night of theatre



The Show must go on

by Maggie Anderson

Every year at this time, USS offers
either a play or a musical for the

enjoyment of students, staff, and
the wider community. This year is
no different, in that the lively
musical Bye Bye Birdie is being
proudly presented next week by
students in Mr. Grujicich’s ‘Music
Theatre’ class, expertly accompa-

nied by their musical friends
in Ms McKeown’s ‘Pit Band’
class.
But this year is very different,

in several crucial ways. This
year’s production is actually a
testament, I’d say, to the stick-
to-it-ness, the resilience, and
the commitment of everyone
involved.

Students in the production
auditioned for roles and chose
to be in the pit band last June

so they could start learning their
stuff over the summer: they were
ready and raring to go.
The challenges this year, however,

began right away in September
with the loss of a stage. With
recent construction at the school,
the venue for the performance had
disappeared. The musical’s valiant
director, Mr. Grujicich, creatively
sourced out an alternative, off-site
location.

The actors and musicians contin-
ued to delve into their roles and
their pieces in the early fall, learn-
ing along the way all kinds of skills
and knowledge related to musical
theatre.

Then another, unpredicted, fur-
ther complication arose: the
labour unrest arising from Bill 115.
In addition to the usual pressures
of trying to put on a high-school
musical, the students discovered in
December that extra-curricular
time on the project had been can-
celled. They also learned they
could not put on their show in off-
school hours, or at another site.

This was understandably disap-
pointing to everyone. But Tigers
are ever-resourceful. As a member
of the production, I am very proud
to say that the students have car-
ried on, rehearsing on their own in
the kindly-offered basement of cast
member Katie Fortune’s home over
the last few weeks. And in the face
of these extenuating and quite
obviously very unusual circum-
stances, the USS actors and musi-
cians are determined to do their
very best. Senior students Luke
Kimball, Dan Woods, Matthew
Fearnley-Brown, Aidan Sweatman,
and Laura Hughson have stepped
up to the plate and kindly offered
their leadership in helping keep
things on track. Luke told me, “It

takes a team to make a good show,
and that’s exactly what the class has
become and I am so proud of them
all.”
Everyone involved -- teachers and

students alike -- has made adjust-
ments, both in class and out, and
pitched in to make this musical
come to life next week on the floor
of the Uxbridge cafeteria. And as
one student told me, “It’s been a
lot of work, but we’ve had fun any-
way, even with all the challenges.”
So… this year’s production of Bye

Bye Birdie certainly is a continua-

tion of USS’s annual
theatrical/musical tradition, but it
will be a slightly different beast for
reasons beyond our control. It may
not have the flash or polish of
other years. But it will be a Tiger
beast: one that is strong, proud,
and enthusiastic. We look forward
to welcoming those of you who
can come see the production next
week in the cafeteria starting on
Wednesday during school hours.
Please call the school at 852-3391
for further details on timing.

Thurs., Jan. 10 - AUDITIONS for
Uxbridge Youth Theatre’s May 2013
production of FOOTLOOSE – Calling all
high school students (ages 14 to 20). Come
prepared to learn a song and a short dance
routine and have some fun! St. Andrew’s
Chalmers Presbyterian Church from 6 – 9
pm.

Fri., Jan. 11 Special Karma Yoga class
from 6:00 to 7:00 at the Radiant Joy Yoga
studio 12 Douglas Rd, Unit 1, Uxbridge.
This class is "by donation" and all proceeds
will go to North House. Bette will teach the
class and the theme will be "Opening our
Hearts" through yoga practices.

Sat., Jan. 12, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4 km moderate pace hike or snowshoe
on the Al Shaw side Trail.  Join us for break-
fast after the hike.  Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Sun., Jan. 13  2-5 p.m. AUDITIONS for
Uxbridge Youth Theatre’s May 2013 produc-
tion of FOOTLOOSE – See Jan. 10 above.

Mon., Jan. 14, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 2+
hr. slow to moderate pace hike or snowshoe
on the Secord/Goodwood Tract.  Join us for
lunch afterwards.  Well mannered dogs wel-
come.  Meet at the parking lot 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 on Conc. 3 and east on
Secord Rd.  Brian and Wilma Millage 905-
853-2407.

Jan. 14 and 21 Sing away the
Winter... with Pineridge Chorus, a women's
chorus directed by Linda Morrison.
Mondays are for singing... Jan.14 and 21,
2013..... .7:15 p.m .....Uxbridge Music
Hall.... 905-852-6327.

Tues., Jan. 15 12:00 Noon, Uxbridge
Senior Citizens' Club Potluck Lunch. 75
Marietta St. Please bring your dishes, a main
course or a dessert. New Members
Welcome! $10.00 pp, per year.

Tues., Jan. 15 Depression  Warning
signs and symptoms, how to access support.
A workshop with Bob Heeney. 7-8 p.m., Ux.
Secondary School cafeteria.

Jan. 17-26  My Fair Lady  Classic musi-
cal presented by OnStage Uxbridge. See
pages 7 and 12 for more.

Fri., Jan. 18, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2 hr., fast
pace and hilly snowshoe or hike in the
Walker Woods.  No dogs please.  Meet at
the parking area on the east side of the 6th
Conc., 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21, at
Albright Rd.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., Jan. 19, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike or snow-
shoe on the Al Shaw side Trail.  Join us for
breakfast afterwards.  Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-
477-2161.

Sat., Jan. 19 Greenbank Folk Music
Society Concert, 8 PM - A triple feature
"January Music Fest" starring Joe Hall with
J.P. Hovercraft, then The Cris Cuddy Acoustic
Unit, and finally The Maple Leaf Champions
Jug Band. Lots of good fun and music to
brighten a mid-winters evening. Tickets $ 25
at: Blue Heron Books.

Wed., Jan. 23 Anthony Holt
Memorial Concert  Musical celebration of
the life of the pianist and founder of the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust. See page
7 for more.

Fri., Jan. 25, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 10+ km; 2

hr; fast pace loop hike or snowshoe on the
Brock Tract.  There are some hills.  Meet at
the parking area on the E side of the 6th
Conc., 0.6 km north of Uxbridge/Pickering
town line, or 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Russ Burton 905-83-2862.

Sat., Jan. 26, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike or snow-
shoe on the Al Shaw side Trail.  Join us for
breakfast afterwards.  Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21.  Russ Burton 905-
830-2862.

Sat., Jan. 26, 7:30 p.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a
moderate pace, 2.5 hr. Moon Light Hike in
Durham Forest.  Meet at 3789 Conc. 7 in
Uxbridge, east side just south of Durham 21.
If weather is stormy call before 6:00 p.m.
Chris Johnston 905-852-7524.

DRUMMING: "Ladybeat" Women's
Community Drum Circle, Monday evenings
Jan 28 - Mar 4. Beginners or experienced
drummers welcome. Drums available if you
don't have your own. For info and registra-
tion, contact Anne Webb, lwccmissions@hot-
mail.com

The Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Auxiliary is looking for anyone interested

in knitting. For further information please con-
tact: Jackie Teskey 905 852 3707.

Invitation to Meditation is open to any-
one interested in practicing meditation.
Sessions are every 1st and 3rd Thursday
starting at 7:00 pm at Siloam Community
Centre. By donation. (905) 852-9974 for
information.

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those requiring
assistance. All donations are always appreci-
ated. Current needs include: Instant Coffee,
Tea, Ketchup, Peanut Butter,
Tuna/Hamburger Helper, Canned Fruit,
Toothpaste, Soap, Shampoo. Tax receipts are
issued for Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank Box at
Zehrs or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church
Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are”
Store on Bascom Street accepting good win-
ter clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at cosmos-
boyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.
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ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

Tiger Talk

SING
away the winter!

with

PINERIDGE CHORUS
…a women’s chorus directed by Linda Morrison

GUEST NIGHTS

Jan. 14 and 21, 7:15 pm.
Uxbridge Music Hall

Learning…melodies…harmony…performance

905-852-6327



Rotary proposes bike track:
A bicycle "pump track" has been pro-
posed for Kennedy Fields by the
Uxbridge Rotary Club.
In a deputation to Council Monday

morning, Steve Snoddon said the serv-
ice club's youth and vocational com-
mittee has put seed money aside for the
project, which they propose be built as
an adjunct to the newly constructed
skate park.

Mr. Snoddon said the demographics
of skate park users is "narrow", while a
pump track would appeal to a much
wider range of ages. A pump track uses
rounded bumps - called rollers - and
berms to create acceleration for cyclists.
He said such a track helps to improve
cycling skills as well as providing a good
physical workout,
He said the Kennedy Fields land to the

south of the skate park could be "better
employed" by allowing construction of
the track. Such a track would be con-
structed of blue clay.

Mr. Snoddon told councillors his club
was not seeking money from the town-
ship, merely consent to build the track,
noting Rotary has fund-raising and
potential partnerships lined up. He said
the 120-foot by 50-foot track would
cost between $40,000 and $50,000.

When asked if such a track would fit
into the Kennedy Fields master plan,
Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid
Svelnis said it would, adding she would
prefer this type of facility to a building
on that part of the property.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
such a facility would add to Kennedy
Fields, adding that councillors might
want to consider a loan in advance of
fund-raising to the club, noting council
has done that in the past.

Ms. Svelnis suggested to Mr.
Snoddon that Rotary stake out the
track sometime in the spring so
that the township can see where it
would be located and how much
space it would take.
Truck count requested: The Lucy
Maud Montgomery Society sent a

letter to council requesting a truck
count be conducted on Regional Road
1 in Leaskdale.

The society said the historic
Presbyterian Church in Leaskdale is
exceedingly close to the road and "with
our play Maud of Leaskdale going on
many afternoons, as well as workshops
and speakers, frequently in the after-
noon we can not hear the presentation
as gravel trucks gear down to go up the
hill in front of the church." The society
said the constant vibration from pass-
ing trucks is damaging the building and
windows on the front of the church
have been broken by stones thrown by
the trucks.

Councillor Bev Northeast said if a
truck traffic count is done in Leaskdale,
there should also be one conducted on
Regional Road 21 leading into
Goodwood.

"The Goodwood Baptist Church is
closer to the road than the Leaskdale
church," she said.

Mayor O'Connor asked Public Works
director Ben Kester to request the
region to do a truck count in Leaskdale
and Ms. Northeast's demand for a sim-
ilar count on Regional Road 21 was
accepted when a separate letter from a
Goodwood resident about truck traffic
was dealt with later.
Tower issue raises tempers: The issue of
radio towers at the township's wells has
not only rankled numerous residents; it
caused a spat between Mayor
O'Connor and Councillor Gordon
Highet.
A report from CAO Svelnis stated that

the 45-metre communications tower
originally planned to be erected next to
the museum grounds will now be locat-
ed on Durham Region property near

Concession 7 and Regional Road 21.
The museum site will instead have a
15-metre tower as will the township's
three wells in the town of Uxbridge.
The towers are designed to fit into the
region's monitoring system to allow the
region to monitor all wells.

Referring to protests from some resi-
dents concerned about possible adverse
health affects posed by the towers,
Mayor O'Connor said Blackberries, cell
phones and televisions all emit more
radiation than the towers.

"The region has been up front with
us," she said.

"You can believe what you want,"
responded Mr. Highet.
He suggested that the Region has been

telling Uxbridge only what it wanted
Uxbridge to hear.

The mayor, who also serves on
Regional Council, took issue with that,
saying "to be told we're not being told
the truth, I take that personally." 
She said the region had received about

5,000 e-mails concerning the issue and
said she had been on the receiving end
of some harsh criticism. She said some
claim she is "trying to kill their kids and
God knows what," adding nothing has
bothered her as much in 30 years of
public life as the responses from people
concerning the towers.

Later, she and Mr. Highet made up,
with Mr. Highet saying he wasn't try-
ing to blame the messenger.

"You and (Regional Councillor) Jack
(Ballinger) have done an admirable
job," he said.

Mr. Ballinger said he likes the idea
that the region has control of all the
wells' data.
"There won't be a Walkerton here," he

said.
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Permanent 
Hair Removal
Electrolysis by Karen

Complimentary 
consultation

For an appointment 
call 905-985-9085

FORM 6
Municipal Act, 2001

SALE OF LAND BY PUBLIC TENDER
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase of the land described below and will
be received until 3:00 p.m. local time on February 7, 2013, at the Township of Uxbridge
Municipal Office, Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge ON  L9P
1T1. The tenders will then be opened in public on the same day as soon as possible after
3:00 p.m. at the Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office, Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street
South, Uxbridge.

DESCRIPTION OF LANDS:
Roll No. 18 29 010 007 30500 0000; 2440 Regional Rd. 23, Uxbridge;  PIN 26822-
0029(LT); Part Lot 8 Concession 8 Uxbridge as in D119616; Uxbridge; File No.10-04
Minimum Tender Amount: $46,105.08

Tenders must be submitted in the prescribed form and must be accompanied by a deposit
in the form of a money order or of a bank draft or cheque certified by a bank or trust cor-
poration payable to the municipality and representing at least 20 per cent of the tender
amount.

Except as follows, the municipality makes no representation regarding the title to or any
other matters relating to the land to be sold.  Responsibility for ascertaining these matters
rests with the potential purchasers.

The land was previously advertised for a sale to be held on the 22nd day of November,
2012 but the sale was postponed.
This sale is governed by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales Rules made

under that Act.  The successful purchaser will be required to pay the amount tendered plus
accumulated taxes and the relevant land transfer tax.
The municipality has no obligation to provide vacant possession to the successful purchas-

er.

For further information regarding this sale and a copy of the prescribed form of tender,
visit: www.OntarioTaxSales.ca or if no internet access available, contact:

Donna Condon, Deputy Treasurer / Tax Collector
The Corporation of the Township of Uxbridge
Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South, P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge ON   L9P 1T1
905) 852-9181 Ext. 210          dcondon@town.uxbridge.on.ca

by Roger Varley
Notes from the Jan. 7
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL

The 

UXBRIDGE

YOUTH CHOIR
is in search of a new
Music Director for
September 2013! 

This is a well-established 
organization of young singers,

ages 6-16, who love to 
learn, perform and travel. 

If you are interested in learning
more about the position, 

please email your resume to: 
jenniferneveucook@yahoo.ca

 

UXBRIDGE
905-862-(BOWL)2695
www.parishlanes.com
Fri & Sat 9pm – Midnight

Rock ‘n Bowl – 
Glow in the Dark

$3.00 per game per person, 
shoes not included

Public works budget slashed
by Roger Varley

About $650,000 was slashed from the
public works department's 2013 capital
budget Tuesday.
Most of the saving came from reducing

the amount that will be spent on various
road projects in the coming year,
including delaying some of the contro-
versial limestone road improvements.

"We're trying to keep the tax line
down," said finance committee chair
Pat Molloy, who is overseeing the ongo-
ing budget discussions.
Mr. Molloy also urged Public Works

director Ben Kester to take another look
at his proposed $20,000 budget for
gravel for 2013, noting that the same
amount had been budgeted in 2011 and
2012 and yet the department had not
spent that much on gravel in those
years. Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger noted that the public works
department was $1.5m under budget
for 2012 and wondered if there were a
lot of bills yet to come in.

Yet council was stymied on some
issues. In discussing the Music Hall
budget, which includes large expendi-
tures for new air conditioning equip-
ment, councillors tried to figure out
how to realize more revenue from the
hall, including a suggestion that rental
fees be increased. But Councillors Bev
Northeast and Pat Mikuse agreed that
rental hikes are not the best idea and
Mr. Ballinger opined that he didn't
think the township could generate more
than the roughly $1,000 it currently
brings in each week.
While discussing items in the hundreds

of thousands of dollars, councillors also
touched on some relatively minor items,
such as tree planting. Noting that the
department budgeted $15,000 for trees
each year from 2011 to 2014, Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor suggested
increasing it by $5,000 and concentrat-
ing on planting trees in the hamlets for
a couple of years. Her motion was
defeated.

On big ticket items, Fire Chief Scott
Richardson was back in front of council
on Monday to give his report - request-
ed at his last appearance - on the viabil-
ity of other means of acquiring needed
fire trucks other than paying for them in
lump sums: $500,000 for a new pumper

truck and $450,000 for a new tanker
truck.
The chief said leasing to own is "very

expensive". Other alternatives would be
to debenture through the region, bor-
row from the township's reserves and
pay back with an interest rate set by the
township, or use reserve funds in part
and finance the rest.

Councillor Northeast said she was
against debenturing.
"If we need more equipment to fight

fires, then let's hold off on a new fire
hall," she said.
Mayor O'Connor responded that the

present fire hall doesn't meet safety
standards and one fire truck is a piece of
equipment that should never have been
bought since it spends so much time
under repair. Mr. Richardson said
financing the trucks through the town-
ship reserve would cost about $4,000 a
month over 10 years.
Councillor Gordon Highet said look-

ing at it that way would make a lot more
sense to the public,

"Forty thousands dollars a year to buy
is better than $40,000 a year to service
and maintain a bad truck," he said.

At the beginning of Monday's budget
session, Treasurer Al Shultz gave a report
on Local Improvement projects in
which costs are charged only to resi-
dents actually benefiting from such
projects. These could include street
lighting, curbs, retaining walls and the
like. Mr. Shultz said such projects could
be initiated either by the municipality
or by a group of property owners if a
majority affected petition for the work.
On municipally initiated Local
Improvement projects, they could be
opposed by property owners if a two-
thirds majority oppose it.

He noted some municipalities use
Local Improvement proposals to priori-
tize capital projects. He said it is up to
council to decide if a project is benefi-
cial to a small group of property owners
rather than the population at large.

Councillor Jacob Mantle wondered
why a group of residents could not ask
for street lighting and claim it was a
municipal responsibility. Councillor
Northeast was of like mind.
"I'm having a hard time with this," she

said. "We need a definition of what ben-
eficial means."
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

“If anyone be in Christ,
he is a new person.”           

- II Corinthians 5:17

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

www.biblesociety.ca

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

HAPPY

NEW

YEAR!
ISN’T IT TIME YOU

OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?

9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$25/week

Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD
OR NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves,
batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fix-
ture, pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers,
farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers,
motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG
OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also
clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores,
factories. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-
1907.  2/14

Services

TOP QUALITY CARPENTRY &
HANDYMAN SERVICES: Home
Repairs, Renovations, Custom Design
Projects, Basements, Baths, Decks,
Fences and other Yard Structures. Now
quoting and booking Decks and Yard
Structures for Spring! (Free Estimates)
Call Steve at 905-852-1750.
Northwood Home Services. 
MIKE'S HOME SERVICES: Small
projects, home maintenance, repairs,
assembly & installations, painting, clean
ups, junk removal. Call Mike 647-524-
2609. 2/14
HONEST CLEANING LADY, hard-
working, has some openings for offices
and homes. References available. 705-
357-2482. hilleyes@hotmail.com
1/10
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathe-
matics, by retired science department

head. 31 years teaching experience.
Call David at 905-862-2812.  1/31

Wanted

WANTED TO BUY: Red Pine and Jack
Pine. Minimum 250 trees. Call
Springwater Forestry Enterprise for a
price, (705) 790-6506. 2/14
DISTRIBUTION PERSON for a small
magazine, two days a month in Durham
Region. Ideal for senior, car neces-
sary. Generous remuneration. Call
Charlene for info 905-852-4272.  1/17
FARMERS: ROCKS WANTED FOR
SWEAT LODGE - Do you have a good
pile of rocks that you don't mind having
removed from your field? Please call
Frank 416-705-8427. 1/17
RIDE TO GO STATION IN AURO-
RA: Four mornings per week, will con-
tribute to gas. Call 905-852-3769.
1/17
HOUSE SITTER: House and cat sitter
wanted for in town Uxbridge. February
and March. Must love cats. Free board
for two months in exchange for caring
for our two cats and our home.
References required. Call 905-904-
9433 and leave a message.  1/17

For Sale

FIREWOOD:  16” seasoned hard-
wood, $125 per face cord, delivered.
905-640-5977 or 416-460-4637.
2/14
CEDAR LOGS FOR FENCING: 18'

long, 3"- 4" in diameter. $10 each.
Doug at 905-640-6006.  1/24
DIECAST COLLECTION: Cars, trucks,
construction equpt.  POOL TABLE:
Genprin 4x8 complete with ping pong
cover. $200 obo. 905-640-0436. 1/10

For Rent

THREE BEDROOM CONDO in
Kissimmee, Florida. Check in 16th
March - 23 March 2013 $600. Contact
for further details 905 852 1971.
1/17
STOUFFVILLE APARTMENTS in
clean, quiet building near amenities, no
pets, no smoking. $1075 to $1235/mo.
Phone 905-640-4727, leave detailed
message. 1/31
M O D E R N C O Z Y C O U N T RY
CABIN: Ashburn area, with fireplace,
all inclusive, one person, no smoking,
no pets, $750 inclusive. 905-655-3004.
1/10
TWO-BEDROOM BASEMENT
APARTMENT:  Country home,
Ashburn. $750 inclusive.  905-655-
3004.  1/10

Helping you be ready for life! 

Best 5 year GIC rate 

2.50 % 
(Subject to minimums) 

Effective January 7, 2013 
 

2012 RRSP DEADLINE: 
MARCH 1, 2013 

 

How Much is Enough? 
EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,  

(905) 852-3184   www.investsmart.ca  



Earlier, I mentioned Garibaldi which
is the area on the Concession Road 2
extending north from Regional Road
47.  I was born on Wagg Road.  Well
I actually wasn't born on the road, but
in a house that sat where the office is
for the go-cart track. But let's get back
on the trail.

Continuing north from Wagg Road,
one comes to Bristol Pond Estates.
This development was named after
Bristol McGuckin who used to farm
there. The property was bought by
Bristol's father, William McGuckin,
in 1889. A street there is called Bristol
Sands Crescent. "Sands" doesn't refer
to the local soil type. Bristol
McGuckin's middle name was Sands.
Alta Drive was called after Alta
McGuckin, daughter of William
McGuckin and wife of Albert Taylor.

In early days, there were just too
many steep hills on the road
allowance to the north, so the road
headed east and north to follow the
creek valley to Siloam. My dad said he
once helped some other fellows take
up some of the corduroy logs from
that old road.  There were working for
a lady called Mary Todd who own
property near Siloam. I suspect this
road may have even gone beyond
Siloam to connect with the Uxbridge
Trail.
A ways north of Bristol Pond Estates,

Concession Road 2 goes down a steep
hill into Echo Valley. Wees Road,
actually Sideroad 25, goes east for a
short distance, At one time is was
open all the way to Concession Three.
Dr. Wilf Wees, an educator, and his
wife, author Frances Shelley Wees,
bought land there in 1938, and made
it their country home.

North of Wees Road is a very steep
hill which we always called Beach's
Hill.  The Beach family has lived near-
by for several generations. I have a

vague memory from the mists of the
past that Concession Road 2 once
went west around the low area which
is south of the Beach house, and I
understand that in early days the road
went up the hill west of the Beach
farm buildings.  In those days of hors-
es and oxen, and very primitive road
building equipment, one had to find
the easiest way to get around a steep
hill.

The present hamlet of Siloam is
located on Durham Road 8 part way
between the Second and Third
Concession Roads.  However, the first
Siloam post office was located on the
west side of the Third Concession just
north of Durham Road 8.  Siloam is a
Biblical name and the post office
opened in 1872.  

Meanwhile, John Dike and family

had come north from Glasgow by
1860, and started a pond and sawmill
where the Mill Run Property is now.
Soon, a mill race was dug to bring
water north to Durham Road 8 to run
a grist mill. Some readers might
remember a big pipe that sloped
down the hill at the entrance to Mill
Run.  This was left from the mill race
or "mill run" days. A street in the
newer development here is called Mill
Run Gate. 

The original hamlet that developed
here was known as Dikeville or
Dykeville.  Eventually the post office
was moved to this location, and the
hamlet officially took on the name
Siloam. The post office closed in 1918
when rural postal delivery was estab-
lished.

Our best wishes to everyone for a happy
and healthy New Year 2013. We hope
those of you who have been ill during
the holiday season are now improving
and feeling much better...

Sincere sympathy is extended to the
family, neighbours, and many friends of
Ruby Christiansen, who passed away
following a brief illness. A memorial
service in celebration of Ruby's life took
place on Fri. Jan 4 at St. Paul's
Leaskdale. We will all miss Ruby...

Dave and Sarah Jowett and family
returned home to Texas on Thursday

after spending the holidays with her
parents, Keith and Peggy Kennedy...
Leaskdale W.A. will meet at the church

on Wed. Jan. 16 @ 1:30 p.m.with
Group 1 in charge...

Ron and Mary Anne Herrema
returned home to Orillia on Thursday
after attending a funeral for Mrs.
Hughes, mother of Linda, and Rev. Ian
Lamont, in New Jersey...

ATTENTION KNITTERS1 Those
of you who have ends of wool and won-
der what to do with them. Please know
that eight inch squares of plain knitting
are still required to make blankets for
AIDS patients in Africa. Please leave a
30 inch length of wool on the end for
stitching together...
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for My Fair Lady at the Music Hall. Last

week’s viewpoint was a mural at the A&W; it was

guessed by Jim Morris of Uxbridge. We’ll have the

answer to the upper photo next week. Photos by

Renee Leahy and Michelle McNally.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

IF YOU’VE NEVER LUNCHED WITH US, RESOLVE TO DO IT -
WE HAVE THE BEST SOUPS AND SANDWICHES IN TOWN!

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge

7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

Fri., Jan. 11
BRUINS vs.
CLARINGTON

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com

 

From the production company that 
brought you Willy Wonka Jr. and Alad-
din Jr. These youth drama programs are 
amazing experiences that will help build    
confidence and add to repertoire.  

All programs will include workshops on:All programs will include workshops on:All programs will include workshops on:All programs will include workshops on: 

• auditions                                                  
• improvisation 

• character work                                         
• cold-reading 

• using humour on stage                           
• being serious on stage 

• theatrical knowledge                               
• using props and costumes,     

• stage-fighting and choreography           
• teamwork and confidence  

Drama for fun and confidence – Ages 7-10 

A beginner class which will culminate with a short play or costumed skits 
or scenes at the talent showcase on Sunday March 3. 

Thursdays from Jan. 17-Feb. 28 6:00– 8:30pm - $150 

Triple Threat Program – Ages 9-14 

A musical theater class culminating with solo, duet or trio performances 
at the talent showcase on Sunday March 3. 

Sundays from Jan. 20- Feb. 24 1:00-:5:00pm - $160 

DRAMA CLASSES FOR KIDS  

The Triple Threat Programs will 
also include vocal workshops 

and solo, duet or trio vocal work. 
Of course this will all be taught 
at an age appropriate level with 

a focus on fun. All programs fea-
ture a talent showcase at the 

end. All programs are limited in 
numbers to provide a full experi-

ence for all participants. 

For information and registration, contact Marisa  

at 416-805-7469 or vipuxbridge@gmail.com 

On December 19th, 2012 
Tashi became a big brother to 

ISLA SYDNEY THOMAS.
Kristin and Cory said she weighed in 
at 6 lb. 11 oz. and was nearly 19” long.
Oma Pat and Opa Mike welcome their 
5th grandchild with loving arms.

Leaskdale News 
with Helen Harrison

On Heritage Trails with Allan McGillivray

continued page 3



by Shelagh Damus

“It’s very tragic” says John Tustian, Director of
Operations at Lakeridge Resort Ltd, of the accident
that took the life of 16 year old Alexander Mayer of
Markham, on Friday, December 28th. “There were

no witnesses to the accident,” so it makes it diffi-
cult to know exactly what went wrong. What is
known is that Mayer failed to land the final jump
in the resort’s Terrain  Park. Despite wearing a hel-
met the youth suffered a serious head injury. He
was transported to the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
and then transferred to Sunnybrook  Hospital

where he suc-
cumbed to his
injuries on
Saturday.

The tragedy
brings to light the
dangers that some
sports present. “He
was on our inter-
mediate terrain
park and according
to his friends he
was a good skier,
but he wasn’t suc-
cessful in landing
the jump,” says
Tustian. The resort
has no plans to
make any changes
to the terrain park
as they deem the
park safe and that
“no changes are
appropriate.” 

In fact, the resort
has just opened its
second terrain
park. “By the end
of the season, we
usually have three
terrain parks: one
beginner to inter-
mediate, one inter-
mediate, and one
intermediate to
advanced.”

Terrain parks have grown out of the skateboard
park movement. Prior to 1980, most resorts
banned jumping or aerial moves of any sort. Now,
most resorts offer at least one terrain park and there
are resorts that offer nothing but terrain park facil-
ities. Along with jumps, terrain parks are equipped
with rails, boxes and other features that can be rid-
den on, jumped or tricked from. The parks are
used by both skiers and snowboarders.
“It is a person’s choice to enter a terrain park,” says

Tustian. Terrain parks are clearly marked with rules
posted prominently. There is a
requirement to wear a helmet
and those entering the park are
encouraged to “look before they
leap.” Participants should run the
course observationally, look at
the features and the jumps; con-
sider the snow conditions and the
skill level required to ski the
course. Even so, accidents hap-
pen.
“There is an inherent risk to ski-

ing or snowboarding, but that is
true of many sports,” says
Tustian. For many skiers and
snowboarders, the Terrain Park is
“part of the experience.”
Lakeridge’s terrain parks are built
with safety in mind. While he has
no statistics to back it up, Tustian
feels that as the years have gone
by terrain parks are “probably
safer than they were 10 years
ago.” In addition to the posted
rules, Tustian says “we promote
progression in the sport.” Just as
a beginner skier shouldn’t
attempt black diamond runs,
those entering a terrain park
should start with the small jumps
and features and build up over
time - advancing as skill level
improves.

Whenever anyone straps on a
pair of skis or a snowboard and

takes to the slopes there is a risk. Deaths, while
rare, do occur. A 48 year old man died on New
Year’s Day in Collingwood. He wasn’t in a terrain
park but on a “blue” run designed for
experienced/intermediate skiers.

The risk that skiing or snowboarding possesses
can never be eliminated. Caution is key. And even,
at that, accidents still happen – some with tragic
consequences such as the young life lost at
Lakeridge on the 28th.

290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

Did you make any New
Year’s resolutions regarding
your health? If not, it’s never
too late. January is the per-
fect time to start new,
healthy habits. Do you have
any unresolved health issues?
Why not make it your reso-
lution to enhance your
health and well-being this
year? Are you living with any
of the following problems?

- Headaches?
- Neck problems?
- Shoulder pain?
- Low back pain?
- Poor posture?
- Fatigue/low energy?

- Digestion issues?
- Pain of any kind?

Life is too short to be lived
in less than optimal health.
Make your health the priori-
ty it should be.
Chiropractic and/or
acupuncture may be just
what you need. Call the
office today and let’s make
2013 a healthy year for you.
Mention this ad and receive
a no-charge consultation.

Dr. John Clark, 
Chiropractor and 

Acupuncture Provider

A HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
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UXBRIDGE MUSIC HALL
Tickets available 

In person at La Petite Fleur,
43 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

Online at www.onstageuxbridge.com 
Or call 

905-862-3697

Thursday, Jan.17
to Saturday, Jan.19

7:30 pm

Thursday, Jan.24
to Saturday, Jan.26

7:30 pm

Matinees:
Saturday, Jan.19  

Sunday, Jan.20
Saturday, Jan.26

3:00 pm

Wouldn’t it be loverly...to see

Book and lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner  •   Music by Frederick Loewe
Adapted from George Bernard Shaw’s play and Gabriel Pascal’s motion picture Pygmalion

Presented by Permission of Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc.

present

My
Fair
LADY

My
Fair
LADY

A tragedy at Lakeridge


