
by Conrad Boyce

More than 30 residents of one of
Uxbridge's older neighbourhoods
crowded a planning meeting
Monday night at Township Council
chambers to protest the proposed
sale of a small park on King Street.

The park, originally created in
1970 with the help of the local
Optimist Club, is a small strip of
green space, the only one north of
Brock Street between Centre Road
and the railroad tracks. Council is
proposing to take out the remaining
playground equipment, a two-piece
swing set, service the lot at an
approximate cost of $50,000, then
sell it for residential purposes.

Township Facilities Manager Bob
Ferguson said the facility is a “low-
use” park, although he could cite no
statistics to back that up, and a

dozen users of the park paraded to
the podium to say that their chil-
dren and grand-children use the
park regularly, even though the rest
of the play equipment was removed
several years ago and never replaced.

Gerry Oldham, who has lived in a
property backing on to the park for
more than 35 years, spoke first with
the most detailed presentation, say-
ing she has been fighting for the
park for three decades, and came
this time because her grandchildren
pleaded, “Don't let them sell
Grandma's park!” She said the “par-
kette” has been neglected by the
Township over the years, receiving
the minimum maintenance and
very little new or upgraded equip-
ment.

She said the neighbourhood,
because it has some of the most
affordable housing in Uxbridge, has

attracted a number of young fami-
lies in recent years, while more
established couples are now bring-
ing their grandchildren to the park.
She displayed a map she had made,
showing the park surrounded by
homes with children or grandchil-
dren. 

Mrs. Oldham said she had seen no
clear rationale for the sale of the
park. To the contrary, she said it
seemed to contradict the goals of
the 2006 Township Recreation
Master Plan, to protect and preserve
green space. And she also ques-
tioned whether the decision to sell it
was a foregone conclusion, citing
references in Township communica-
tions to the land as a “former par-
kette” and being “vacant and aban-
doned”.

“It is still a park, and it is neither
vacant nor abandoned,” she said.

“The Township has let our neigh-
bourhood down by neglecting this
park, and we don't deserve this.”

Former councillor Susan Self,
whose property also adjoins the
park, said that although she has
experienced vandalism and a profu-
sion of weeds because of the park,
she sees it as a vital part of the com-
munity.

“We can see the swings from our
kitchen window,” she said. “We can
see how much they're used.”

Mrs. Self's husband Kennedy, a
land use planner by profession, said
the proposal to sell the parkette
might not only contravene the
Township's own Rec Master Plan,
but also provincial legislation which
says that open space should be
encouraged in all neighbourhoods.

Other speakers said it would be
short-sighted of the Township to sell
the park for the small amount of
money it would generate, saying the
park was important to the revitaliza-
tion of the area, and one resident
said it wasn't just a park for chil-
dren, that she had met her best
friend there when both were using
it.

Councillor Bev Northeast said the
proposal was part of a continual
process of evaluating Township

properties, while Jacob Mantle
chimed in that the Township was
strongly committed to parks and
recreation, having recently pur-
chased the St. John's lands, along
with major contributions to projects
like the skatepark and splashpad,
and that the proposal was a way of
determining whether “destination
parks”, rather than small neighbour-
hood parks, were the way to go.

Planning chair Gordon Highet
said the large turnout at the public
meeting was an important way of
researching the impact of a proposal
such as this, and that he hoped
more residents would make their
opinions known before Council
made a decision in the next few
weeks.  

Chilly Morning Doves.
by Bruce Clairmont
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SUPPORTING A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION - Mary Delaney, chair of Land Over Landings, makes an impassioned presentation to the Pickering City Council on Monday evening, surround-
ed by supporters who were at the meeting to support a motion by council to demand answers and information from Transport Canada regarding the proposed airport lands. Story on page 6. Photo by Ivy Cassibo.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for January/February

Monday, Feb. 3rd 
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Feb. 10th
COUNCIL        9:30 a.m.

Monday, Feb. 17th
Family Day - No Meeting of
the General Purpose and
Administration Committee

Wednesday, Feb. 19th
COMMITTEE OF
ADJUSTMENT MEETING

7:00 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 24th
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Winter Ice Conditions
Elgin Pond

The Township of Uxbridge will
be testing the ice conditions at
Elgin Pond throughout the
winter:

No Flags - We have not 
started to test

Red Flags - Ice is not safe to
be on

Yellow Flags - Skate with 
caution

Please keep away from water
inlets and outlets as ice thick-
ness is compromised.
Note:  Flags are located at the
north end of Elgin Pond.
Stormwater Management

Facilities
Please keep off of all
stormwater management
facilities. Water levels fluctu-
ate at these facilities and
these facilities are not safe for
skating or other activities.

Follow the
Township Online

NOTICENOTICE
CORPORATION OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF

UXBRIDGE
COMMITTEE 

APPOINTMENT 

The Council of the
Township of Uxbridge is
now inviting applications
from members of the public
who are qualified electors of
the Township of Uxbridge
and wish to have their
names considered for
appointment to the Visual
Art Enhancement
Committee. The Visual Arts
Enhancement Committee
meets monthly, during the
day, for approximately two
hours.

Any persons interested in
offering their services by
accepting an appointment
to this Committee are invit-
ed to submit a letter of inter-
est along with a completed
Vo l u n t e e r - C o m m i t t e e
Member Application Form,
available at the Clerk's
Department or on the
Township of Uxbridge web-
site under Committees and
Initiatives, to the under-
signed by Friday, February
7th, 2014. 
Any questions regarding
this appointment may be
directed to the Clerk,
Debbie Leroux at 905-852-
9181, or by email at  
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.
ca

NOTICENOTICE
CORPORATION OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF
UXBRIDGE

COMMITTEE 
APPOINTMENT 

The Council of the Township
of Uxbridge is now inviting
applications from members of
the public who are qualified
electors of the Township of
Uxbridge and wish to have
their names considered for
appointment to the Music Hall
Board.  

Any persons interested in
offering their services by
accepting an appointment to
this Board are invited to sub-
mit a letter of interest along
with a completed Volunteer-
Committee Member
Application Form, available at
the Clerk's Department or on
the Township of Uxbridge
website under Committees
and Initiatives, to the under-
signed by Friday, February
7th, 2014.

Any questions regarding this
appointment may be directed
to the Clerk, Debbie Leroux -
905-852-9181, or by email:
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca 

REGISTRATION
FAIR AT THE

ARENA

FEBRUARY 12  
6:30 - 8:00 P.M.

ALL GROUPS WELCOME 

FAMILIES CAN SIGN UP
FOR ALL LESSONS IN 

ONE EVENING

NEW THIS YEAR - 
FREE DRAWS 

CALL TO REGISTER
YOUR GROUP

905-640-3966 OR bnorth-
east@powergate.ca

UXBRIDGE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

905-852-9747
PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

PAMELA NOBLE 
EXT. 24

Computer Tutor for Seniors:
Teens interested in earning volun-
teer hours, and adults interested
in free assistance on the myriad
of electronic devices now avail-
able, are invited to call Corrinne at
the library to set up a time that
works for each team.

For individuals or companies
wishing to contribute to our
library: Adopt-a-Magazine with
your name etc., recognized on the
display shelf of the selected peri-
odical. For those wishing to make
a more sizable contribution, con-
sider becoming part of our
'Volumes of Giving' program.
This project is a sculpture of larg-
er then life-sized books designed
for inscription of your choice, and
will be a part of the Uxbridge
Library as long as it is in exis-
tence!

Make a Valentine to Share:
Help us stuff a bag full of 'heart-
felt' cards for seniors, and house-
bound residents in the communi-
ty. This activity is now in progress,
and will continue until Monday,
February 11th. Drop into the
Children's Dept. to make your
valentine, or bring in one you
make at home!

If you are eating at Boston Pizza
Uxbridge, please mark Uxbridge
Public Library on your receipt and
a portion of your bill will come
back to us!  Thank you!
(check out our newsletter for more info
regarding programs available at the
library, or online at www.uxlib.com)  

SCOUTS
KARATE
BASEBALL
SOCCER
DANCING
LITTLE KICKERS

ABACUS
KICKBOXING 
SPORT CAMPS

SWIMMING 
NORTH  HOUSE
CYCLING CLUB
ROAD RUNNERS

1/2 MARATHON
5 KM FOSTER   
GREAT RACE,
TENNIS
...AND MORE!

BabysittingBabysitting
CourseCourse

Friday, 
January 31st

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
UxPool

Cost:  $70
To register
please call 

905-852-7831

Job Opportunities
UxPool is now accepting resumes for the following positions:

Instructor/Lifeguards: Must have: Current Red Cross WSI, LSS
Instructors, NLS, SFA
Assistant Instructors: Must have:  Current Red Cross AWSI and
Bronze Cross
You must be available for training in the evenings of: February 28th
and March 7th.
Please forward all resumes with a covering letter by September 8

to: UxPool, 1 Parkside Dr. Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1K7 Attention:
Carolyn Clementson or email:  pool@town.uxbridge.on.ca

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
BIDS AND TENDERS

TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

NOW 100% LIVE 
ON-LINE WITH 

FULL FUNCTIONALITY

The Township of Uxbridge is
implementing an “Electronic
Bidding Process” on the
Township of Uxbridge Website
for all bids and tenders.

Utilizing electronic bidding
opportunity software improves
all aspects of the bidding
process for both the Township
and the bidder. Specifically for
the bidder, the process is
improved,  as the bidder can
instantly access the bidding
opportunity documents, the
bidding opportunity taker list,
addendums and bidding
opportunity results from any-
where with an internet con-
nection.
The Township welcomes bid-

ders to visit the new “Bids and
Tenders” webpage
(http://www.town.uxbridge.on.
ca/bids_and_tenders) to reg-
ister as a bidder, become
familiar with the new process
and to view the “Current Bid
Opportunities” for Township of
Uxbridge bids and tenders.

The bidding opportunity sub-
mission will continue to
remain the same, whereby a
sealed envelope will be hand
delivered to the Clerk's
Department.
For further information on the
new electronic bidding
process, please contact the
Clerk's Department at 905-
852-9181.



ROADS AND OPERATIONS
DEPARTMENT

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

We are looking for two (2) student
labourers to perform a variety of
tasks related to road maintenance
and construction.    
Applicants must have a valid “G2”

driver's licence accompanied by a
driver's abstract.    Applicants
should submit a cover letter togeth-
er with a detailed resume contain-
ing experience, background, past
employment, references and work
related skills, experience and train-
ing.  Students in a
University/College Civil
Engineering co-operative educa-
tion program may apply. All appli-
cants must be returning to school
(high school, university or college)
in the fall of 2014.
Direct resumes to the attention of

Ben Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S,
Director of Public Works &
Operations no later than February
21, 2014.

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
SUMMER PROGRAM 

COORDINATOR

Term: 35 hours per week from
June 2 to August 22, 2014
Deadline for Submissions: March
31, 2014
Summary: 
The student will provide exciting
and enjoyable educational pro-
gramming for pre-school children
through to Young Adults at both the
Uxbridge Public Library and the
Zephyr Public Library. She/he will
coordinate and conduct all chil-

dren's programming. This includes
leading, creation of activities,
maintaining materials supplies,
maintaining all records (including a
budget), marketing and promotion
strategy, and evaluation of the pro-
gram.  The student will conduct 2
week-long camps. Full job descrip-
tion available at the Library and at
www.uxlib.com.

Please submit your cover letter
and resume to: 
Alexandra Hartmann, 
CEO/Chief Librarian
Township of Uxbridge Public
Library
9 Toronto Street South
PO Box 279
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1P7
Fax: 905-852-9849
Email: ahartmann@uxlib.com

ROADS AND OPERATIONS
DEPARTMENT - 

PARKS DEPARTMENT

The Township of Uxbridge is seek-
ing mature part-time students to fill
positions at the Parks Department.  

Students interested in applying
can drop off an application or mail
it to the Uxbridge Arena at 291
Brock St West, P.O. Box L9P 1G1. 

Please direct resumes to the
attention of Bob Ferguson,
Facilities Manager no later than
April 1st, 2014.  
The rate of pay will be determined

by experience, and applicants
must be willing to work weekends.  

UXPOOL
Any questions please call the
Uxpool @ (905) 852-7831 or Email

Aquatic Coordinator Carolyn
C l e m e n t s o n :
cclementson@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Swimming Instructor/Lifeguard - 35
hrs/wk for 9 weeks
Must have: current WSI, NLS,
SFA, CPR-HCP. LSI and examin-
ers considered an asset. 

Responsibilities include:
• Lesson planning
• Swimming Instruction of all
ages/levels
• Prevention of incidents through
scanning/guarding techniques
• Some maintenance
• Must be available to work week-
ends
• Shifts determined weekly and
dependant upon registration

Swimming Instructor/Lifeguard -
approx 15 hrs/wk for 9 weeks
Must have: current WSI, NLS,
SFA, CPR-HCP.

Responsibilities include: 
• Lesson planning
• Swimming Instruction of all
ages/levels
• Prevention of incidents through
scanning/guarding techniques
• Some maintenance
• Must be available to work week-
ends
• Shifts determined weekly and
dependant upon registration

Please direct your resume with
covering letter to the attention of
Carolyn Clementson, Aquatic
Coordinator no later than March
31, 2014.  

UXBRIDGE
HISTORICAL

CENTRE

2 student posi-
tions:
1)  Historical
Interpreter
2) Collections
M a n a g e m e n t
Assistant

Term: May 14 - August 27, 35
hours/week. The positions and
work terms are dependent on the
availability of federal government
summer student funding.
Duties: Students will be conducting
tours of the facility and assisting
with museum operations such as
collections management, exhibit
development, programming, pro-
motion, and assisting at special
events.
Qualifications for both positions:
•  Must be mature, responsible,
enthusiastic and interested in his-
tory
•  Excellent computer skills and
experience working with the public 
•  Research and writing skills an
asset
•  Previous museum experience
and knowledge of Uxbridge history
an asset
•  Must be post-secondary stu-
dents returning to school full-time
in the fall.

Collections Management Assistant
- previous collections management
experience and knowledge of col-

lections management software are
an asset. This position is depend-
ent on funding from the federal
Young Canada Works program
and applicants must fit the criteria
of the Young Canada Works
Program. Please see their website
for detailed eligibility criteria
(www.youngcanadaworks.ca).
For both positions, please apply
with a resume and covering letter
describing your experience and
qualifications to: Summer Student
Employment, Uxbridge Historical
Centre, P.O. Box 1301, Uxbridge
ON L9P 1N5 or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca by
March 31, 2014.
We thank all applicants, however,
please be advised that only those
applicants selected to proceed
through the hiring process will be
contacted by e-mail or phone.

Please ensure that the posi-
tion being applied for is
clearly marked on all applica-
tions.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
Summer Student Job Opportunitites

Township of Uxbridge
2014/2015 Operating and Capital Budgets

The Finance Committee approved the Township's 2014/2015 Operating and Capital Budgets at the January 20th Finance Committee Meeting. The Finance Committee
will recommend to Council that it adopt the 2014/2015 budget at Council on January 27, 2014.

The Township is committed to an open, responsible and transparent budget process, providing opportunities for public consultation for the business community and
general public through a budget open house forum and public budget meetings.

The focus of the 2014 Budgets was to maintain existing service and program levels and minimize tax increases.  
“We chose a responsible path for the future of our community by preparing for many of the long term financial requirements of Uxbridge Township”, noted Councillor

Pat Molloy, Chair of the Finance, Administration and Emergency Services Committee.  “The budget looks to the future to maintain our Township infrastructure by set-
ting aside $96,000 (approx. 1%) in order to continue to keep up to our public works future requirements.  We have incorporated $200,000 into a reserve to ensure our
Fire Department will continue to have the necessary apparatus needed to serve our residents well into the future.”
Uxbridge's 2014 Budget consists of operating expenditures of $14.2 million and capital expenditures of $5.8 million, of which $10.1 million will be funded through prop-

erty taxes, resulting in a 5.5 per cent property tax rate increase.  This will mean an additional $58.80 on the Uxbridge portion of property tax bills for an average resi-
dential property assessed at $400,000.

2014 major investments in the Township's assets include $3.1 million for the rehabilitation of the Township's infrastructure assets, in addition to a new fire hall, for
which significant funding has been incorporated into the tax levy since 2011.

The Township, continues to face many challenges which impact the tax levy, such as;
•  the Province reduced Uxbridge's OMPF grant by 15% or $162,700 for 2014 (2013 reduction was 10% or $119,100) and future reductions to this grant are expected;
•  the Province recently notified the Township of an unsuccessful capital grant, mainly due to assessment values and average incomes of our residents, thereby imply-
ing that our residents can afford to pay more; and
•  limited development and growth due to our limited sewage capacity, as well as provincial Greenbelt and Oakridge's Moraine policies imposed on our Township (2013
assessment growth was 0.6%).

“Despite some of these difficult pressures we are experiencing, Council and staff worked very hard to ensure taxpayers dollars are spent wisely. In the past three
years, with the enthusiastic support of Township staff, we have kept our operating budget increase to a minimum by creating efficiencies and fine tuning our Township
operations. Council would like to thank staff for their cooperation and dedication to the residents of Uxbridge Township. We would also like to thank, in particular, the
Deputy Treasurer, Donna Condon for her excellent  work in the  preparation of the 2014/2015 Township of Uxbridge Budgets.” said Councillor Pat Molloy.

The Township continues to be financially stable, with competitive tax rates, strong reserve funds, and continues to be debt-free.  The Township of Uxbridge is com-
mitted to maintaining its healthy financial status.

For more information on Uxbridge's 2014/2015 Budget, contact Donna Condon, Deputy Treasurer.
Released January 20, 2014 Website www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

A budget for the future

Letters to the Editor

Before we get to the principal topic of this week's editorial, let us first add our voice to the
eloquent chorus opposing the proposed closing and sale of the King Street park (see page 1). 
Perhaps labelling it a “parkette” only contributes to some viewing it as an insignificant piece

of the Township's overall stock of green space, compared perhaps to Elgin Park or the St.
John's property. But to those in the neighbourhood, it obviously plays a significant role in
their quality of life, and has for many years. The residents at Monday's planning meeting
made their case far better than we could, and we can only hope that Council will pay close
attention to them before disposing of this bad idea forever. They can then go about putting
some decent playground equipment in the park, perhaps with the assistance of the park's
original benefactor, the Optimists, or one of the town's larger service clubs.

Speaking of money, it's never a popular move to raise taxes, particularly in an election
year, and the approval of a 5.5% increase Monday night for the 2014 budget could be seen
as a bit bold and brash by a Council facing the electorate in just a few months. On the flip
side, nary a resident showed up to voice his or her opposition to the increase, so maybe it
wasn't as risky as they feared. In fact, the lone voice of dissent turned out to be Ward 4
Councillor Jacob Mantle, and he took a fair bit of flak for that stance from some of his col-
leagues.

For our part, we tend to believe that Council and staff worked hard to keep the increase as
low as it was (even Mantle gave them credit for that), especially considering the hit the
Township took from the province (see last week's cover story for details). And we agree with
Finance Chair Pat Molloy that it was prudent and responsible to sock away some substantial
reserve funds for inevitable infrastructure upgrades. Uxbridge is one of the most fiscally
healthy municipalities in Ontario, and this budget goes a long way to ensuring that it remains
that way. 

Councillor Pat Mikuse called it a “budget for the future”, and that's a fair assessment. So
we have a Jekyll and Hyde situation here, a Council far-sighted with the budget, but near-
sighted in the extreme in its proposal to sell the King Street park.

All the same, we'd like to come to the defence of Councillor Mantle. There's nothing to say
that Council has to be unanimous on anything, let alone an item as significant as the
Township budget. We don't believe that Mr. Mantle registered his vote with a cynical view to
electoral optics (his winning margin in the 2010 election wasn't exactly narrow), but out of
a sincere belief that budget increases, as he says, should be kept to no more than the rate
of inflation. 
And there is the matter of that fire truck, which Mantle cited last week as a principal exam-

ple of fat in the budget. Why replace it after only seven years? Well, this week Councillor
Jack Ballinger came right out and admitted it was a “dud”, didn't work properly in all sorts
of areas, and said sometimes you just have to “bite a bullet” on stuff.

Really? With such a high-priced item as a fire truck (almost half a million dollars), why
shouldn't the manufacturer bear the responsibility for a “dud”, and replace it? Someone did-
n't do their due diligence when buying it, perhaps, so to some extent it's “our bad”, but sure-
ly if we were to suggest that we might spread the word amongst our municipal colleagues
that Acme Fire Truck makes “duds”, Acme might be persuaded to give us a major deal on a
trade-in.

Blackmail, you say? Such an inelegant word

On the evening of Monday,
January 27,  my wife and I
attended a council meeting,
along with two public meetings.
After several agenda items, the
council finally got to the main
event for me - this year’s Budget.
The Acting Mayor asked if any
councillors had a comment
before the vote. Councillor Jacob
Mantle raised his hand and was
allowed to state several reasons
he would be voting against the
budget. This prompted three
other councillors to give
Councillor Mantel a severe
tongue-lashing for his decision.
It was pointed out to the public
that he had done something to
upset his fellow team members.

I believe that each councillor
has the right to his or her opin-
ion without being publicly chas-
tised. I feel this behaviour should
be carried out in camera, as
Council calls it, not in front of
the public and press. I personal-
ly will not be anxious to attend
other meetings if this is how
councillors conduct themselves.

Alex Sanderson
Uxbridge

I noted your story last week indi-
cating that Uxbridge Township
proposes to approve a 5.5 per
cent increase in the Municipal
Levy. By coincidence, this morn-
ing I was doing some New Year
clean up and came across my
property tax bills for the past 10
years. I did a quick analysis of
the increase in my property taxes
versus the Canadian Consumer
Price Index over the same peri-

od. The results are somewhat
dismaying.  Whereas the CPI has
increased 17.5 per cent over 10
years, my tax bill has increased
42.2%. What makes it more dif-
ficult to comprehend is that the
Education Levy has only risen
3.6 per cent over that period,
meaning that the proportion
ascribed to the Municipal and
Regional Levies is even greater
(48.1 per cent and 56.7 per cent
increases respectively). 

Perhaps you would like to have
your council reporter circulate
this information at the council
meeting and ask how they can
justify consistently increasing
property taxes at three times the
rate of inflation when, in my
experience, there has been no
increase in either the quantity or
quality of municipal services.

Rob Bishop
Uxbridge

Reading the approved Uxbridge
tax rate of 5.5 per cent plus the
Regional portion of an approxi-
mate additional increase of 2.6
per cent leaves me and other tax-
payers troubled.  Uxbridge
Township has such limited
opportunity to expand, yet we
hear little from council on
vacant property sitting idle.

Years ago, in our council's wis-
dom, they rejected the Big O,
which today would have elimi-
nated our sewage problem. Of
course, the planned 700+ hous-
ing development west of town
needed rejection, as it would
hinder our small town atmos-
phere.  

Yes, the current Ontario
Government's Green space has
hurt Uxbridge big time, but why
were the larger centres like those
in South Durham able to grow
and prosper over the same time
period. Have we heard any
words from our local council
yelling and screaming to Queens
Park. No. Perhaps our problem
lies with an our MPP represent-
ing the non-governing party at
Queens Park. 

Enough of my rant, yet I could
not get over Council suggesting
for just $165,000 perhaps our
taxpayers would like our side-
walks cleared of snow. Maybe we
can aim for a municipal tax
increase next year of 6.5 per
cent, as it is only money.

Larry Emo
Uxbridge

You people in Uxbridge don't
know how good you have it!

We live in north Pickering, 5
km from Uxbridge Ward 1. Our
municipal tax rate in 2013 was
40 per cent higher than
Uxbridge.

AND in comparison to
Uxbridge Ward 1 (adjacent to
Pickering) whose 58 km of
municipally-maintained roads
are 91 per cent paved, Pickering
(north of Highway 7), has 128
km of municipally-maintained
roads, 6 per cent are paved.
Count yourselves lucky!

Gordon Duncan
Claremont 



It was at about this time last year that I decided 2013 was going to be my
“million dollar year”. For those of you who may not recall (which means just about everyone, I'm
sure) this didn't mean that I was going to suddenly going to rake in the big dough (although that
would have been oh-so-nice). It just meant that I was going to stop worrying about “dough” and get
life sorted out in such a way that I would possibly gain a couple hours of sleep each night by not
doing math in my head and wondering how exactly it was all going to come together. Lots of people
have to work at making ends meet - I seem to spend most of my time wondering how I'm going to
get the ends in the same room!!
It wasn't just money that was going to sort itself out in my million dollar year, though. Lots of other

things were going to come together. Life was going to get good. Not that life had been bad, but it
was going to take a swing up.

Life got good. Better than good.
Now, this is where I start to feel a little funny talking about how things turned out last year. I always

feel rather sheepish whenever someone asks me “How's the paper going?” or “How're things?” or
“How's life on the farm?” because all I can do is grin stupidly, look down at the ground and dig my
toe in and mumble the equivalent of “Aw shucks, things are pretty durned good, I guess.” What I
really want to do is gush. Blather on. Throw my hands out and yell “Fantastic! Things are fantastic!”
I want to grab the shoulders of the person I'm talking to and shake them, just so they get the full
message. 
I know there will be naysayers out there who know more than they ought and tell me that my hap-

piness came at other people's expense. That I don't deserve to be happy. That some of my “gains”
are ill-gotten. To them, I say a big “plllbbbbbb”. Life has unfolded exactly as it should, for all
involved. If they don't like it, they should, as one person I know aptly put it, “Get over their bad
selves.” 'Nuff said.

I am doing exactly what I love. Oh, I'm not becoming a millionaire at it, believe you me, but I am
loving coming into work every day. I'm loving the challenges, the people, my colleagues - and my
boss is the best! Now, if she'd just pay me…

My kids have come through a heck of a ride, and although we're still on it, they are doing better
and better every day. Their dad and I are friends, and the girls see that, which, I think, has made
the whole process a bit softer, if not easier. They go back and forth between our respective homes,
and everyone is kept in the loop. The beginning of the school year was, perhaps, the biggest chal-
lenge, and I did wonder if my dreams of million dollar year-dom were over, but it worked out much
better, and much more quickly, than I could have forseen (thanks to some outside help!) and we're
all in a much better place now.

Speaking of better places, I sold my lovely home in Sunderland, and wept bitterly when I finally
closed the door. Even now, tears stand in my eyes when I think of it. But it's a house, and it's being
loved by a new family now. And the farm, well, it's become a lovely, cozy, busy home. We've already
created some fantastic memories, and I know heaps more are in store. I can't wait.

2013 went from being a million dollar year to a million dollar life. I am happy. I like being happy.
If everyone could feel the way I do, at this moment, well, there'd be an awful lot of goofy grins walk-
ing around. I am thankful for all I have, and all I continue to receive. My blessings are many, and
my wants are few.
Now, about that winning lottery ticket…
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

A civil servant in green
During the time it took for her nephew to grow from a child of three to an adult - some
35 years - Gerry Oldham has taken the younger members of her family to the par-

kette on King Street. As parks go, it's always been a pretty modest space. But in its lifetime, the parkette's simple
playground swings, teeter-totter and slide have always provided enough green space for Gerry, her kids and now her
grandchildren. On Monday night, at Township Council, she showed councillors a framed photo of her family and passed
along their fears.

“Don't let them sell Grandma's park,” she repeated to the chamber.
The park, for over an hour last Monday night, captured the community leaders' attention. It appears that Township

Council is considering whether the space - about the size of a narrow vacant lot - might serve the township better if
rezoned as a space for potential development as a residence instead of a parkette. Well, when Gerry Oldham and a
number of her neighbours learned about the idea they showed up, some 40 or 50 strong, to dissuade councillors from
that notion.
Part of the parkette's problem, however, is that it's small. Only .084 hectares (not even a third of an acre). It's also

not a high priority. Bob Ferguson, township facilities manager (and the nephew whom Gerry remembers being three
when she first encountered the parkette) described the space as a “low-use” park. That means it's one of a handful
of parks in town that while functional, doesn't rate the greater attention that parks containing splash pads, baseball
diamonds or soccer pitches do. 
It also suffers from an identity problem. It should have had a name, but doesn't. In a letter to Coun. Gordon Highet,

retired Uxbridge Museum and Archives curator Allan McGillivray explained that the lot had sat dormant for years. It
was low and wet and until a developer donated the land to the township, pretty much overlooked.

“The Optimist Club brought in fill and leveled the area,” historian McGillivray explained. “They installed swings,
teeter-totters and slides … donated in 1970 in the memory of Donald Cowieson, the second president of the Optimist
Club.”

Allan McGillivray added there was even a photo in the local newspaper of realtor Jim Wood and others making the
presentation to then Mayor Fred Steward. But beyond that, the King Street Parkette kind of disappeared.

“Shouldn't there have been a plaque?” Gerry Oldham asked.
But in addition to its identity problem, the King Street Parkette kind of languished. Never big enough to enjoy the

upgrades and makeovers that higher profile parks demand and yet never an inconvenience to planners or budgeters
(it costs less that $1,000 each year), the lot has simply required periodic attention for grass cutting, garbage removal
and (when it fell below safety standards) the removal of the playground slide equipment. And while the township has
always viewed it as “low use,” it has never suffered from no use. And the parkette's neighbours were quick to remind
Council of that on Monday night.

Former councillor Susan Self said she wasn't happy about the trash too often left behind in the parkette or the van-
dalism. But “when we sit in our kitchen, we can easily see how important the park is to the children of our neigh-
bours. We know it's used extensively.”

Another speaker pointed out that while the rest of the town has its larger parks, residents near the King Street
Parkette used its space to enjoy quality time with their families, build community spirit and encourage a healthy
lifestyle for their children. “There's the big park,” she said, “and then there's our park.”
Gerry Oldham isn't just a tree-hugger. She's done her homework. When presenting her case Monday night, she noted

that the Township's notice in the mail to consider rezoning of the park across her back fence referred to the it as “a
former parkette.”

“Is the decision already made?” she asked. “An upgrade should be considered. Not a sale. It's a bad precedent to
be selling parkland.”
To be fair, township officials haven't tossed the King Street Parkette to the scrap heap yet. Coun. Jacob Mantle insist-

ed that the exercise of reviewing the parkette's condition, status and value is not a cash grab. In fact, he noted the
township's laudable record of preserving greenbelt lands, while supporting sustained development of skate parks and
splash pads as “destination parks.”

Susan Fumerton was among the last to plea for the parkette's survival in front of Council. She applauded the park
for its service in providing a sanctuary at different times for her four children and her two grandchildren. But because
the parkette had also introduced her to her neighbours, Susan added that, “the park has also brought me my best
friend, Gerry Oldham.”
So while the King Street Parkette may be a park without an official name and a tenuous future, it has served gener-
ations of neighbours well.  

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

a million dollar life



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Opponents of the proposed
Pickering airport were ecstatic
Monday evening when Pickering
City Council unanimously voted
yes to a motion that will begin com-
munication with the federal govern-
ment, demanding answers from
Transport Canada on exact plans for
the Lands.

“We wanted it to be unanimous
and we got it. It's good. It's great!
Wonderful!” exclaimed a jubilant
Mary Delaney, chair of Land Over
Landings, one of the groups that
strongly opposed the building of an
airport just south of Uxbridge for
decades.
The council chambers at Pickering

City Hall were filled with members
of Land Over Landings members,
the Claremont & District
Community Association, and other
groups that actively oppose the pro-

posed airport, as well as advocate for
the land itself. Much of the 18,600
acres that are currently under gov-
ernment control is Class 1 prime
farmland that could, according to
these groups, be used as part of a
prosperous agri-business venture.
Before the motion was voted upon,

several delegations came before the
Council offering support, and ask-
ing the Council to unanimously
vote in favour of the motion.

Jim Doyle, chair of the Claremont
& District Community Association,
in his presentation to Council, read
a letter from the association offering
its support of the motion, and ask-
ing for the Council to unanimously
vote on it.

Brian Buckles, a resident of
Uxbridge and an active supporter of
various environmental issues, also
made a brief presentation to the
Council, simply saying that he,
along with the majority of the peo-

ple in the Council chambers, sup-
ported the motion and steps that
the Pickering City Council is tak-
ing.

Mary Delaney’s presentation was a
passionate reiteration of all the rea-
sons Pickering and the surrounding
area does not need a commercial air-
port. She stressed that the land that
is currently sitting almost unused is
potentially an economic gold mine,
while another airport in the GTA
would be an economic flop. She
even mentioned that she has already
been in touch with federal Liberal
Party Leader Justin Trudeau and has
made him aware of the grave situa-
tion these lands face. 

Late in the evening, it was
Councillor David Pickles, city
councillor for Ward 3 in Pickering,
who finally tabled the motion. In
his address to Mayor David Ryan
before formally presenting and vot-
ing on the motion, Pickles said,

“What we need to appreciate is that
we’re talking 18,600 acres of public
land. The public has the right to
voice its views on how this land is
dealt with, it’s time to give a voice to
the people, so that they can give
their opinions and concerns to what
should be a transparent process.”

The motion had several compo-
nents to it, but the main three were:
asking for the presentation of an up
to date business case for the pro-
posed airport and surrounding
lands (none has been presented
since 1972, when the lands were
first expropriated by the federal gov-
ernment); a call for a comprehensive
environmental assessment; and the
re-creation of a Pickering Advisory
Committee to be a liaison between
the City of Pickering and the feder-

al government.
Now that motion has been voted

upon, with overwhelming support,
a copy of the motion will be sent to,
amongst others, Prime Minister
Stephen Harper, Premier Kathleen
Wynne, as well as Uxbridge Mayor
Gerri Lynn O’Connor. Part of the
Township of Uxbridge falls on the
land in question. Pickering Council
hopes that, in forwarding this
motion to the other municipalities
affected by the airport and land
claims, that they will be the first in
a series of communities that will do
the same. Ajax, Markham and
Uxbridge will be asked to join this
“voice”, so that it goes to the region-
al government, and ultimately get to
the federal government. 

Budget passes without changes:

As expected, the 2014/2015
Township budget passed on a 5-1
vote, Ward 4 Councillor Jacob
Mantle recording his opposition (as
reported in last week's cover story),
and Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
absent due to recent knee surgery.
No changes were made, and no
comment was received from the
public. Finance chair and Ward 2
Councillor Pat Molloy called it a
responsible budget that anticipated
future demands on the Township's
infrastructure. Regional Councillor
Jack Ballinger said that even with
this 5.5 per cent increase, the cur-
rent council had raised taxes no
higher than other recent councils,

and that the increase was necessary
to “keep your community sustain-
able”.  Ward 3 Councillor Pat
Mikuse agreed, saying this was a
“needs” budget, one necessary for
the Township's healthy future.
Several councillors were critical of
Mantle's opposition, saying he had
contributed few ideas to trim the
budget further. For our Two Cents
on the budget, see page 4.

Goodwood Subway requests more
seating:

Council discussed a zoning amend-
ment that would allow the recently-
opened Subway restaurant at the
Esso station on Highway 47 in
Goodwood to add nine more tables
to its extremely limited seating. The
owner also requested permission to
install a 7,000-liter propane tank as
part of the service station. Several
councillors expressed concern about
parking on the site, and about
truckers stopping on Highway 47

while getting food at the Subway.
No comments were received from
other Goodwood residents at the
public meeting.  

Butternut moves to Phase 2: 

Carol Trotter, owner of Butternut
Manor, told Council that the com-
pany is now prepared to build a sec-
ond phase of the seniors' residence,
adding a western wing to the cur-
rent building. She also asked for the
endorsement of Council for a pro-
posal to build a new service entrance
off Brock Street (Highway 8), citing
the difficulty of larger trucks getting
in to the current entrance off Norm
Goodspeed Drive. Council
expressed safety concerns that the
proposed entrance would be far
enough from the intersections at
Goodspeed and South Balsam
Street. Since Highway 8 is a region-
al road, Council will await com-
ments from Durham Region before
taking a stand on the proposal.
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by Conrad Boyce
Notes from the January 27
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL

Appropriate for ages 8 to 14 

Day #1 Make and Take

Wed., March 12th, 9am to 3pm

Your own original Floor Cloth!

Learn how to create a great design, with your favorites,

in an unusual but traditional medium!

All supplies included: Maximum 4

Day #2  Make and (not quite)Take

Thurs. March 13th, 9am to 3pm

Explore through transition -2D mediums!

A fun (and fast) 4 mediums in one great plan!

All supplies included: Maximum 4

Judy Bear OCT

judybear.art@gmail.com

76 Chalk Lake Rd., Port Perry, L9L 2C4 

905 649-8956
Enquire

about our summer
programs now!

Appropriate for ages 8 and up Day 1: Monday March 10th, 9am to 3pmDay 2: Tuesday March 11th 9am to 3pmDay 3: Wednesday March 12th 9am to 3pm
Come play with clay! Do some handbuilding, ceramic painting and try yourhands at the potter's wheel.All supplies included.

Cynthia Cupples AOCA8319 Concession 3, Uxbridge L9P 1R1905-852-5615cynthia.cupples@sympatico.cawww.cynthiacupples.com

Busy 
During March

Break?

Uxbridge Travel Centre
15 Brock St. W., P.O. Box 1089

Uxbridge, ON L9P 1N4      
905-852-6163

www.uxbridgetravel.com

for 

20 Wonderful Years 
of Loyalty

January 31, 2014

T hank
You!

Bernadette 
Corcoran

Pickering Council takes positive step in demanding answers from feds re: airport lands



by Shelagh Damus

MacKenzie Bent and her ice dance
partner Garrett McKeen can place
another check mark on their list of
figure skating goals - national jun-
ior champions. The pair took the
top honour at the recent National
Skating Championships held
in Ottawa in mid-January.
And now it is off the World
Junior Championships in
March. 

After completing their sec-
ond international event this
past fall, the team “changed a
few things.” With almost
three months before the
qualifying event in Regina,
they had a chance to alter
some of the footwork
sequences and choreography
to improve their programs
and show their Canadian
audience “something differ-
ent.”  

At the Canadian champi-
onships the pair was present-
ed with a couple of chal-
lenges. Their first event, the
short dance, was held in the
evening, and in a different
arena than the rest of the
competition.   

“They had to take down the tel-
evision equipment and lights used
during the senior competition to
make the arena ready for the
Senators upcoming game.” 

They had to book ice time at
another venue and as a result the
team “had a 9:45 p.m. warm-up
and didn't get to skate until 10:30
p.m.”  
The pair is used to skating under

a variety of conditions, but they
were not accustomed to such a
late start. 
“We thought we had skated great

but the judges took a few levels
away,” said MacKenzie. 

The point system in figure skat-
ing is much more precise on why
and where you lose points than it
was years ago.

“We scored about three points
lower than our score at the quali-
fying event in Regina.” 

But it was still enough to secure
first place in the short program
and gave them the opportunity to
skate last in the long program. 
“Skating last is a good position to

be in, as your skate is the last
impression made on the judges,”
said MacKenzie. 
In a strange bit of scheduling, the

pair had to be on the ice at 7 a.m.
the next morning for a practice
session. The long program ran in a
more familiar daytime slot. 

“It is normal to be at the rink in
the morning and to be tired - it
probably helped us,” said
MacKenzie.   
“We loved being at the Canadian

Tire Centre for our long program,
and our performance was great,
except for the little wobble.” 

The pair lost a few levels in one of
their lifts. 
“I came out of a lift we have done

a thousand times a little early,”
said MacKenzie. “We must have
just jumped the gun a bit.” 

It was a small thing and it in the
end it didn't impact the outcome. 

The pairs' long program pre-
vailed and they “grabbed the
title - national junior champi-
ons.”

It is now on to the World
Junior Championships in
Sofia, Bulgaria. The team has
“tweaked a few things” 
in their programs but remain
prima
rily focussed on training their
programs. 

“We were fifth at last year's
Worlds, hopefully we will
improve our placement. There
are a lot of strong teams that
have come up, so it will be a
tough competition,” said
Mackenzie. A tough competi-
tion to be sure, especially for
those having to compete
against this pair!
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Bent and McKee best junior skaters in
Canada

www.thecosmos.ca
Don’t forget that we’re still looking for 
photographs for our 2015 calendar - 

email them to thecosmos@powergate.ca today!

National Junior Champions Mackenzie Bent and
Garrett McKeen.         Photo by Danielle Earl



Fri., Jan. 31, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 10+
km moderate to fast pace loop hike
or snowshoe with some hills. Meet
at the parking lot on the west side
of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905-830-2862
Sat., Feb. 1, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snow-
shoe; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trial entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Feb. 1, 7:00 p.m.Beat
the Blahs, Again. Local bands
Parental Discretion and Witness
Protection host the 2nd annual Beat
the February Blahs party down-
stairs at Wixan's Bridge. Music
starts at 7:30. $5 cover, proceeds
to a local charity.
Sun., Feb. 2: Music Fest  at
Reachview Gardens. 10-11
a.m. We welcome all ages and all
talents, be it singing, playing an
instrument, dancing or story-telling;

and our audience is very apprecia-
tive!  :  For more info please call jo
at 905-852-6487.

Wed., Feb. 5, 7 - 9 p.m.:
Fundraiser for Loaves &
Fishes Food Bank. “Celebrate
You”-quilters invited to “show off”
their completed works.
Fri., Feb. 7, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 8+
km fast pace hike or snowshoe with
hills. No dogs please. Meet at
parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham 21
at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor
905 477 2161
Fri., Feb. 7 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Durham Forest 2.5 hr., 9+
km moderate pace loop hike. No
dogs please. There are some hills.
Icers may be needed. Meet at park-
ing area on the east side of Conc.
7, south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Kevin Lowe 416 655
2256 (hike day only)
Sat., Feb. 8, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snow-

shoe; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trial entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Feb. 8: Precious Minds
Valentines Dance, 8 p.m.-mid-
night. Mill Run Golf Club, Win a
Trip Raffle, Couples Photo, light
Buffet, $40 per person
www.preciousminds.com, or call
905-982-0882
Sun., Feb. 9, 2:00 p.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Secord-Goodwood Tracts.
2+ hr., 6+ km slow to moderate
pace hike. Bring icers or snow-
shoes.  Meet at Secord parking lot
2 km south of Goodwood Rd. on
Conc. 3, in Goodwood, and east
on Secord Rd.  Contact: Brian &
Kathy Clark 905 841 9757  
Sun., Feb. 9: The Great
Escape Movie & Ted Barris’
Great Escape Book Talk -
Second date added. 905-852-
4282 or 905-852-7699

Thurs., Feb.13 & 20, 9:15 to
10:15 a.m. ,Science Rocks at
the Uxbridge Early Years Centre,
located in Uxbridge Public School.
Come explode volcanos, colour
milk and learn about science.

Appropriate for children three
years and older, call 905-862-
3131 to register or 
director@durhamfamilyresources.org,
no fees. 
Sat., Feb. 22, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snow-
shoe; Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at the trial entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161

Goodwood Baptist Church - Kids
Club for boys & girls age K--8 each
Tuesday at 6:45pm. & Sunday
School for all ages at 10 a.m. 905-
640-3111. 
The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those
requiring assistance. All donations
are always appreciated. Tax
receipts are issued for Financial
Donations. Donations may be
dropped in the Food Bank Box at
Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Thursday 9 a.m.-noon
If you have a community event for a charity
or non-profit organization that you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday.
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UXBRIDGE WOMAN INJURED IN ACCIDENT
A four-vehicle collision yesterday morning in
Whitby resulted in the transport of a 59-year-
old Uxbridge woman to a Toronto hospital with
life-threatening injuries.

On Monday, January 27, at approximately
11:47 a.m., police responded to a four-vehicle
collision on Lakeridge Road near Columbus
Road in Whitby involving multiple injuries.

Witnesses reported a Chrysler PT Cruiser was
travelling northbound on Lakeridge Road when
the female driver lost control and crossed into
the oncoming lane of traffic. The PT Cruiser col-
lided with two southbound pick-up trucks, a
Toyota and a Chevrolet. A fourth vehicle, a
Pontiac Sunfire was following behind the PT
Cruiser and became involved in the collision
when it was struck by one of the pick-up trucks.
The driver of the PT Cruiser, a 59-year-old

Uxbridge woman, was transported from the
collision scene to hospital, where she remains in
critical condition. The weather is believed to
have been a factor in this collision. 

Anyone with new information regarding this
collision or the activities of the involved parties
prior to the collision is requested to contact
D/Cst. Bryson of the DRPS Collision
Investigation Unit at 1-888-579-1520 ext.
5255. Anonymous tips can be made to Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477(TIPS) or online at
www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca and tip-
sters may be eligible for a cash reward of up to
$2,000.



by Michelle McNally

So much to do, and so little time
left before the Vikings hit
European soil. As their first ever
international exhibition, the
Oshawa Vikings rugby club is
proud to send 24 of their U13 and
U14 co-ed players to Scotland and
England in March to compete
against British teams. The club,
whose players are derived from all
corners of Durham, will contain
many Uxbridge teammates on this
one-in-a-lifetime-trip.

The club, originally founded in
1959, has taken on tremendous
victory over the last two seasons,
winning 16 games up to the
provincial finals in 2012 with the
U12's, and cleaning up as provin-
cial finalists this past summer with
the U13's and U14's. Members
from both teams were selected to
play for Team Ontario, which in
turn, won the National champi-
onship for the first time in eight
years. 

The ten day exhibition to the
U.K, running from March 5 to 16,
will take the team to Stirling,
Scotland, where they'll play
against Scottish rugby clubs for two
games before heading to England
to meet up with their friends,
Clifton College, for a game, and to
play Bristol Cathedral Academy,
before moving on to London for a
fifth game. 

The Vikings will also have the
opportunity to watch an interna-
tional match between France and
Scotland in England during some
down time. 

For some of the players, who are
in their early teens, this is their first
time away from home. As team
manager, Lisa Watkins, explains,
“Some of the kids have never been
on a plane before. This trip will
provide them with a new experi-
ence and a sense of rugby culture
and fellowship.” 

Though there is much rucking
and scrumming to be done, the
coaches are ensuring that the play-

ers will have a chance to soak in as
much culture as they can during
their intercontinental adventure. 

As there are large expenditures
associated with the journey, the
Vikings are doing a bit of fundrais-
ing to compensate the cost. You
will find them out-
side the Uxbridge
LCBO on
February 7th and
8th where they
will be accepting
cash donations.
There is also a
Valentine’s dance
in the works, set
for Saturday,
February 15 at the
W o o d v i e w
C o m m u n i t y
Center in Oshawa.

As head coach,
John Watkins,
summarizes: “The
trip will allow the

team to gain rugby experience on
and off the field. It will allow them
to make new friends, learn the
sport, and embrace the rugby com-
munity as a whole.”

by Roger Varley

A couple of things were settled on the
weekend as the Uxbridge Bruins won
five out of a possible six points. First,
they officially eliminated the
Georgina Ice from the OHA Junior C
Central Division playoffs on Saturday
and then they defeated Port Perry
MoJacks in convincing fashion to tie
the Battle of North Durham at four
games each.

That tie, according to Bruins offi-
cials, means Uxbridge's Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor will have to wear a
MoJacks sweater when she returns to
council after recovering from surgery,
while Scugog Mayor Chuck Mercier
will have to wear a Bruins sweater.

The weekend didn't start out as
expected. The lowly Ice managed to
defeat the Bruins 3-2 in a shootout at
the arena on Friday, thanks in no
small way to their goalie, Tyler
Richardson, who turned away a
horde of Bruins' shots during the
game and then blanked them in the
shootout.
The game, which saw plenty of spir-

ited play, opened with a scoreless first
period, although the Bruins, showing
excellent teamwork, dominated the
period. Tyson Eastgate was particular-
ly effective on two penalty kills. On
the first, he anticipated a Georgina
pass and stole the puck to go in alone
on Richardson, but failed to score.
On the second penalty kill, he did the
exact same thing.
Only one goal was scored in the sec-

ond, as Georgina's Devon Smith put
the puck between goalie Cody
Northover's legs on a power play.

Korey Brand tied the game at the
midway mark of the third period, tip-
ping in a hard shot from the blue line
by Jason Simmonds. Matt Trudel also
received an assist. But less than 30
seconds later, the Ice scored again.
The Ice failed to put the game away
with less than two minutes remaining
when, with Northover pulled for the
extra attacker, a Georgina player
missed the open net on a breakaway.
Tagged with a late penalty, the Ice
were unable to contain the Bruins
and Tim Bierema scored on the
power play, with Connor Beck assist-
ing.

After a scoreless overtime period,
both Matt Allen and Bierema missed
their shots in the shootout, while the
Ice scored on their first two shots for
the win.

With the two teams meeting again
the following night in Keswick, Liam
Blais opened the scoring early in the
first period, deflecting a shot from
Simmonds. Then, late in the period,
Allen scored on the power play, with
the referee ready to call another
penalty on the Ice. He was assisted by
Connor Miller and Brand. As the
period wound down, with the Ice still
a man down, Miller sent a soft, loop-
ing shot into the net, assisted by Beck

and Bierma.
Georgina battled back with two

goals against netminder Max Tjin in
the second, but Allen scored the final
goal of the game at the 6:41 mark,
assisted by Jarrett Smith.

On Sunday night, the Bruins went
down Reach Street to face the
MoJacks for the last time this regular
season.

Bierema opened the scoring at the
mid point of the first period on an
excellent passing play involving Beck
and Brand. Port Perry tied it up just
four minutes later on the -power play
with a deflected shot that goalie
Northover had no chance of stop-
ping. However, Blais put the Bruins
ahead again with just over a minute
left, assisted by Eastgate and Jarrett
Smith. Despite the score, the
MoJacks were more aggressive on
their attacks.
In the second period, that aggressive

play cost them six penalties in the
first 12 minutes, resulting in four
Bruins goals. Bierema was credited
with the first, when a shot deflected
off a skate into the net. Assists went
to Miller and Beck. Bierema scored
his hat-trick a few minutes later,
assisted by Brand and Miller, just a
couple of seconds after a MoJacks
penalty expired. Just past the halfway
mark, MoJacks captain Logan Evans
received a double minor for high-
sticking, leaded Eastgate to score,
assisted by Allen and Beck. Two min-
utes later, Beck scored on a power
play, assisted by Carter Vahey. The
MoJacks managed to score again just
before the period ended.

The third period opened with the
MoJacks changing goalies and scoring
two goals to narrow the gap. Their
last goal resulted from a rare moment
of indecision on the part of the
Bruins, with three players unable to
decide who would play the puck in
front of the Uxbridge net. With the
clock ticking down and Bruins'
Keegan McCarthy in the sin bin, the
MoJacks pulled their goalie for the
extra attacker and swarmed the
Bruins' zone. But Adam
Bartholomew sent the puck down the
ice for a short-handed, empty netter
to put the game away with only one
minute left.
Bierema shone on the weekend with

four goals and an assist, but it was
Beck who stepped up his game, earn-
ing a goal and six assists.

The standings now have Lakefield
Chiefs in first place, Clarington
Eagles in second, the Bruins in third
and Port Perry in fourth. Little
Britain Merchants hold down fifth
and, although they have a mathemat-
ical chance of overtaking the
MoJacks, the schedule does not
favour them.

The Bruins see action again tomor-
row at the arena at 7:45 p.m. against
the Merchants and then have a week
to rest before meeting the Chiefs.
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Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward 
to continuing to serve our current and future clients. 

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Bruins tie series with MoJacks Vikings to Invade the United Kingdom

The Oshawa Vikings Rugby Club Submitted photo



Services
TRINITY UNITED CHURCH: Its beautiful
sanctuary is available for weddings, funerals,
musical recitals, choirs, school graduation cer-
emonies, plays, etc. Seating capacity is 700
people. Visit www.trinityuxbridge.com to
have a look. Call Diane at 905-852-6213 for
a fee schedule.   2/6

INSTALLATIONS: Flat screen tvs, home the-
atres. Free estimates. Call 647-895-4005
2/20

TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice recep-
tion, filing and organization work.
Experienced in customer service and office
assistance. Available hourly, daily, weekly or
monthly. Call Melissa Carroll, 905-852-9344
1/30

ACCOUNTING, bookkeeping. Professional
accountant’s office. Get organized for 2014
income taxes. Best rates for winter. 905-852-
7634   1/30

INCREASE CONFIDENCE; ACHIEVE
YOUR GOALS: Coaching, Mentorship,
Course-work Assistance, Learning Strategies
and Employment Concerns. www.Fraser-
Education.com 905-852-1145  References
Available.   01/30

THE HOME INSPECTOR: Infrared
Imaging in the dead of winter can give
insights into your home’s insulation and ven-
tilation situation. Visit 
www.thehomeinspector.ca for IR info.   1/30

ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experi-
enced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
1/30

HOME IMPROVEMENTS AND
RENOVATIONS. SPECIALIZING IN
CUSTOM DESIGN SOLUTIONS: Quality
custom carpentry. Custom Decks and Yard
Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls.
Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve
at Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
1/30

DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Happy Trails, Happy Tails. Walks and
home visits. Loving care as if you were there.
Call 905-862-0522  1/30

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454  1/30

Help Wanted

HAY CUTTER/BALER and EXPERIENCED
BASEMENT REPAIRMAN. 905-852-7634
2/13

For Rent

APARTMENT: Uxbridge-large 1-bedroom.
March 1 - heat, hydro, laundry, parking
included. $900/mo. 905-862-3267 or 
416-452-9585   1/30

SHARE WHOLE HOUSE: Large furnished
bedroom for single, working male. No smok-
ing or pets. TV, small car parking, internet
available. Utilities included. Basement bed-
room $475/mo. Upper rooms, $525/mo.
Immediate occupancy. 905-852-4454   1/30 

For Sale

BAG YOUR OWN HAY and save money
905-852-7634   2/13

FOR SALE: Skids, antiques 905-852-7634
2/13

2008 FORD F-150 XL (Triton): pick-up,
4.2 LV8, white, auto, RWD, A/C, ext. cab 8 ft.
lined bed. $7,400. 190,000 km. Excellent
condition. Email only acraddock@power-
gate.ca  2/6

FOR SALE: Private sale. Mossbank condo, 2
bedroom, new bathroom, balcony, 3rd floor.
$196,900. 647-637-3529 Leave message
for viewing.   1/30

FROM OUR FARM FOR YOUR HOME:
fresh, free-range organic eggs all winter
long. For more info: www.willowind.ca or
905-852-3878   2/6

Events

IN QUEST OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN -  A
tour of the Yukon with sourdough Conrad
Boyce - June 17-27, 2014. Contact Uxbridge
Travel Centre for a full itinerary, 905-852-
6163, ext. 1.   1/30

ANNOUNCING! A Carlie Laidlaw project:
William’s Lullaby www.williamslullaby.ca
All iTunes downloads support Toronto’s
Hospital for SickKids.
Ad sponsored by www.Fraser-Education.com
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“The start of an argu-
ment is like a water leak -
so stop it before real trouble
breaks out.” 

Proverbs 17:14

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for 

up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Classified

DINING TABLES

COFFEE TABLES

CONFERENCE TABLES

WE’RE YOUR

#1 INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

Inc.

Garage Doors & Openers

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
WINTER TUNE UP SPECIAL

PROMOTE your business HERE!
Best deal going! 
ONLY $25/week

Call 905 852 1900 for details

905-852-9369

Bill’s 
Handyman Services
•  Painting
•  Flooring
•  Caulking
•  Windows
•  Doors
•  Roof Repairs

•  Fence Repairs
•  Sheds
•  Small Tree 

Removal

email: wford000@primus.ca
cell: 416-317-8314

WSIB Registered



by Michelle McNally

Despite th' baltic, snowy weaither,
th' Legion Hall was packed oan
Saturday nicht for Burns Supper.
(Feel free to translate that sentence
with the help of a dictionary, prefer-
ably in a Scottish accent). 

The celebration of Scottish her-
itage and the late poet Robert
Burns, attracted many walks of
British culture to the Royal Legion
Hall on Saturday evening. The
occasion, Burns Supper, rich in
folksong, laughter and music, was a
familiar and homey ambiance to
many Celtic gatherers. Some who
may be more “Canadianized”
would probably find this merriment
a little strange, what with the cere-
monial stabbing of a large sheep
sausage and grown men walking
around in tartan skirts. Thank
goodness, we can help to explain
those peculiar activities with the
guid ol' Cosmos and this brammer
(translation: lovely) article. 

Robbie Burns was a writer, a lyri-
cist, and a well-known ladies man;
fourteen children and over 600 liv-
ing descents seems like solid evi-
dence Robert Burns pursued
woman as well as he did poetry.
Born and raised in South Ayrshire,
Scotland, Robbie stands as an icon-
ic figure of the land, with his collec-
tion of romantic poetry and song,
and his ability to capture Scottish
culture in his work in Scot's dialect.
A few of his most famous pieces
include, A red, red rose, Scots Wha
Hae, and A Cotter's Saturday Night.
Annually on his birthday, January
25th, the Scottish commemorate his
life and legacy with a glass of
whiskey raised, and a plateful of

haggis.
Which leads us to our first ques-

tion: what exactly is haggis? The
universal stigma of haggis is that it's
an utterly disturbing dish, as it's the
innards of a sheep, along with
onions, oatmeal and various spices,
stuffed into an animal's stomach
and simmered. Sounds a bit gross
on reflection, but in terms of

flavour, haggis tastes like peppery
sausage and is actually quite nice. At
least that's the general opinion.
According to Lilly, a Scottish lass
from Port Perry, the flavor of haggis
varies on the butcher. “Too much
liver can make the haggis taste bit-
ter,” she explains “The flavour also
depends on the amount of pepper
the butcher uses.”

Such a special dish deserves a
quaint ceremony. The haggis,
escorted by Scottish bagpipes and
drummers, is brought into the din-
ing hall on a silver platter for a pro-
cedure which is known as the
'addressing of the haggis'. This is a
polite term for 'to be shouted at
before being sliced open with a large
butcher knife'. The speech was con-
ducted by Robert Sedore of
Uxbridge, who yelled a very tri-
umphant “Give her a Haggis!” upon
the sacrifice. 

Had you been at the Legion Hall
for Burns Night, you might have
noted the large quantity of tartan.
Traditionally, tartan in the Scottish
culture has been used to recognize
individuals from different family
clans. Marilyn Law of Mount
Albert, who was sporting a bluey-
green tartan, explained that her
family tartan ties back to her
Scottish clan, the Campbells of
Argyll. Her husband, Ian, who has
been a piper in the Royal Legion's
Pipes and Drums band for 14 years,
wore a red and yellow tartan kilt,
which according to our Port Perry
friend Lilly, is the tartan of
Durham. 

“Each colour in the tartan reflects
something from the area that it
comes from. The green, for
instance, represents the Durham
forest, and the yellow is the colour
of the corn fields. The blue, is a

symbol of the blue heron, and the
red, overall, represents Canada.”

Individuals who donned the
Durham tartan were primarily
members of the Royal Legion's
Pipes and Drums band, which has
been on the go since 1967. The
band is especially known for
their appearance at the
Highland Games in Elgin
Park during the summer
and the Celtic Christmas
concert held in the United
Church.

With a 50th anniversary
on the way, the Legion is in
the early stages of fundrais-
ing for a potential celebra-
tion party. The Roberts
Burns Supper, while it pays
tribute to the Bard, also
assists the needs of the band
and their future gala. The
group has been the source of
friendship and strong ties in
the community for years, as
drum master, David Grant
explains, “There is so much
humor on so many levels,
and we have our good times

together.”
In case you happen to miss the
'Games in Elgin Park, or don't man-
age to encounter the festivities of
Scotland until next year, hopefully,
we'll see ye fur Burn's Supper next
year!
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Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian

 (by appointment)

   Available

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Rick Callaghan

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

V I E W P O I N T S

How well do you know the highways
and byways of Uxbridge Township?
The first person each week to call into

our office number, 905-852-1900, and cor-
rectly identify the location of our photo, will
receive a prize; this week, it’s two tickets to the
Uxbridge Bruins! Last week’s winner, guessing
the Glen Major Church, was Hugh Clark!
Congratulations!

IT’S
UNDERCOATING SEASON!
HAVE YOU GOT YOURS?

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

WARM UP AT LUNCHTIME WITH ONE OF OUR DELICIOUS, 
HEARTY SOUPS OR A PANINI! BEST LUNCH DEAL IN TOWN! 

905-852-9892

EVERYTHING ‘BRUIN’ AT WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT, HERE!!
JANUARJANUARY 31, 7:45 p.m.Y 31, 7:45 p.m.

Against Against 
LITTLE BRITLITTLE BRITAIN AIN 

at the Uxbridge Arat the Uxbridge Arenaena

Final weeks of the season! Come out and
support your team to finish strong and

head into the playoffs!

Whit th' heck is 'at oan mah plate?

Robert Sedore “butchered” the Haggis at Saturday’s
Robbie Burns Supper at the Legion,while an unknown
whiskey-bearer happily looks on.   

Photo by Michelle McNally



Is Cold Weather
Good for the
Future of Ash
Trees?

by Nancy Melcher

Baby, it's been cold out there!
It's common knowledge that
cold weather kills germs, which
is great for our health. The
recent frigid temperatures  may
also be of benefit to ash trees
threatened by the Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB). 
The larvae of these destructive

insects burrow under the bark
of ash trees, feasting on the soft
inner bark. This disrupts the move-
ment of nutrients. The more bugs liv-
ing under the bark, the worse the situ-
ation. When a tree is infested, there's
not enough nourishment flowing and
the tree dies. The bugs live in all parts

of the tree: trunk, large branches, and
small branches. Like many other
insects, they go dormant in the winter,
surviving by making an anti-freeze in
their bodies

When the mercury dips below -
30 degrees Celsius some larvae are
killed by the cold. Robert Venette, a
biologist with the U.S. Forest Service
reports that these destructive bugs start

to die at -29 C, and at -34 C 90 per
cent of the larvae will die. However,
Barry Lyons, a researcher with the
Canadian Forest Service, said there's
only a 50 per cent die-off at -30 C.

The last cold snap didn't quite reach
that level. Wind chills were around -40

C, but the
bugs aren't
affected by
wind chills.
The tempera-
ture was close
to -30 C, and
that is some
good news for
local residents
growing ash

trees. The larvae in the branches will be
more affected because there's very little
insulation from the thin bark higher on
the tree. Unfortunately the thicker bark
on the trunk gives a bit of insulation,
providing protection for some of the
larvae. 

In addition, larvae that have been
exposed to cold weather will have made
more anti-freeze, helping them cope
with very cold temperatures. There will
be some impact on the EAB, but the
recent cold snap will not have killed off
all the bugs. Only a more extreme spell
of cold weather could do that! 
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The Nature Nut 
with Nancy Melcher


