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LEAVING ANATEVKA - Tevye (Russ Clayton, right), leads the people of his village (left to right, Alayna Hall, Emily Kreutzer and Sandra Kreutzer) on a mournful exodus from oppression, under the watchful eye of the
Fiddler (Michelle Charlton) in this scene from the Ryleepuss Production of Fiddler on the Roof, playing this weekend at the Music Hall. Photo by Stuart Blower.
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Uxpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

Uxbridge Arts Association:  . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for July

Monday, July 16th      
SPECIAL COUNCIL
9:30 a.m.
Tuesday, July 17th
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
7:00 p.m.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24 
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

LOOKING FOR THINGS FOR THE KIDS TO DO
THIS SUMMER? Check out our website at
www.uxlib.com for super ways to fill up the
holidays!  Activities and programs are planned
for school ages ALL summer long. *PAYMENT
for ALL PROGRAMS by CASH or CHEQUE.

NEW THIS YEAR:
1. MYTHS & MAKE BELIEVE DAY CAMP for
GRADES 1-4. Choose the week of July 16-20 or
Aug. 13-17.  This camp is designed to help chil-
dren develop problem solving, self expression
and team work skills through a series of cre-
ative, interactive activities and crafts indoors
and outside, plus a swim at Uxpool.  Lots of
time to explore the library, including laptop
time/training.  Students bring a lunch and
snacks.  $95.00/week/child, 8:30 am-4:30 pm
(earlier drop-off and pick-up available).
2. 'PRE-TEENS AT THE LIBRARY', Grds 6-8,
Thurs. nights, 6:30-8:00 pm.  Cost:  1 'toonie'
Some of the programs planned so far include
Wii, spa night, Relic Hunter and an Amazing
Race/ Scavenger Hunt.  Drop-in, so no need to
pre-register!
INDIVIDUAL afternoon programs for Grds. Jk-

6 (Grd. as Sept.) as in previous years. Pre-reg-
ister now, in person.  July 9, grds. 3-6, Legends
and Lore of long ago; July 10, grds. Jk-Sk,
“Horton hears a Who”;  July 12, grds, 1-2,
Harry Potter magic.  Still time for students
entering grades 2-7 to sign up in the Children's
Department for the Imagination Reading Club
running all summer long!

SPECIAL SHOW:  'PROFESSOR
WICK'S SCHOOL OF MAGIC' Friday,
July 27, grds. 2-7, 11:00am-noon.  Illusion
show with workshop to follow, for kids to learn
a few magic tricks!  Tickets $4.00 each avail-
able now at the library.  Parents/caregivers can
purchase any remaining tickets on show day.   

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

EXTENDED HOURS

The Development Services Department
will be extending its hours of operation to
assist the public with their planning and
building projects on the following dates:

Tuesday, July 17, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 21, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Please use rear entrance. All other
departments will be open Monday to
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE ARENA

PART-TIME ATTENDANT POSITION

The Township of Uxbridge Arena is
looking for an energetic, reliable
mature individual to fill a Part-time
Arena Attendant Position. The position
will start after Labour Day and end
around the end of April. The position
will be a variety of day, nights and
weekend shifts. The successful candi-
date would be expected to work 50 to
100 per month. Preference will be
given to individuals that possess skills
in the following:

• Olympia Operations
• Ice Maintenance
• Janitorial Duties
• Customer Service

Interested individuals can drop off
resumes to the Municipal Office locat-
ed at 51 Toronto Street South, L9P
1T1 to the attention of Ben Kester,
Director of Public Works and
Operations. Resumes will be accepted
up until July 20th.

NOTICE OF PASSING OF A BY-LAW

BEING A BY-LAW TO AMEND THE
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE 
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES 

BY-LAW NO. 2009-072, AS AMENDED

TAKE NOTICE that, on the 25th day of
June, 2012, the Council of the Township of
Uxbridge passed By-law No. 2012-093,
being a By-law to amend the Township of
Uxbridge Development Charges By-law
No.2009-072, as amended, under section 2
(1) of the Development Charges Act, 1997,
S.O., 1997 c.27 (the Act);
AND TAKE NOTICE that any person or

organization may appeal By-law No.2012-
093 to the Ontario Municipal Board under
Section 14 of the Act by filing with the Clerk
of the Township of Uxbridge a notice of
appeal setting out the objection to the by-
law and the reasons supporting the objec-
tion. The last date for appealing By-law No.
2012-093 shall be the 7th day of August,
2012.
Explanation of the Development Charges

Imposed By By-law No. 2012-093
By-law No. 2012-093 delays the imple-

mentation of the full calculated
Development Charges rates for industrial
development to provide an incentive for this
type of development.
No key map has been provided as the by-

law applies to all lands located within the
Township of Uxbridge.
A copy of the complete amending By-law is
available for examination at the Clerk's
Department, Township of Uxbridge, 51
Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, Ontario,
L9P 1T1

DATED at the Township of Uxbridge,
Ontario, this 26th day of June, 2012.

Paul Shipway
Deputy Clerk

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

The Township of Uxbridge is seeking an
energetic person to fulfill the permanent
fulltime position of Truck Driver.  This
position will be performed full time in the
Works Department.
The following requirements must be met
before the applicant will be considered
for the position:
•  Valid DZ driver's license
• Driver's abstract less than three (3)

months old must be submitted with
resume.
• Grade 12 OSSD graduation diploma
• The successful candidate will be

required to have a medical examination
with a doctor of the Township's choice.
• The successful candidate must pro-

vide a criminal records check.
The applicant should have experience

in plowing snow and sanding using tan-
dem trucks.  A Post Secondary school
graduation diploma, heavy equipment
operation experience and an AZ licence
would be an asset. 

Employment will commence mid
September.

Applications will be received until
Thursday, July 19, 2012 by:

Ben Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S
Director of Public Works & Operations
51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1T1

Email:  bkester@town.uxbridge.on.ca
Fax:  905-852-9674

TENDER U12-22 
ARENA PAD #1 WASHROOM RENOVATIONS

AT UXBRIDGE ARENA

Sealed tenders will be received by the
undersigned for the above no later than
2:00 PM (local time), Friday, August
3rd, 2012.

Mandatory site visit at 291 Brock
Street West, Uxbridge is scheduled on
Thursday July 26th, 2012 at 10:00 am.
Only tenders received from bidders
who attend the site visit shall be consid-
ered. Tendering documents to be
picked up at The Township of Uxbridge

Lowest tender not 
necessarily accepted.

- Debbie Leroux, Clerk

CDN Legion
Branch 170

Bonner Boys
HH Goode & Son
Load Lifter
Furlan Group
Pine Valley

Packaging
Patterson’s

Flooring
Optimists
Home Solutions
Kinsmen
Wyndance
Farquharson

Realty
Williamson’s
FJ Stamping
Foxbridge 

Golf Club
John

McCutcheon

Bob Kirvan
First Logistics
Evans Financial
Dean Watson
Heyes

Landscaping
Angelo Polyzotis
Zephyr Organics
Peck Shell
Carpet Barn
Tim Hortons
Wooden Sticks
Sandford 

Sand & Gravel
Anonymous
WBE Gradall

Rental
Newmarket

Equipment
Lou Nuspil
Government of

Canada

THANK YOU

The Township of Uxbridge would like to
thank the following sponsors & donors
for their contributions to Canada Day
2012, as well as all the volunteers who
helped in so many ways.

ZEPHYR EVENTS
2ND ANNUAL FAMILY FUN DAY
Saturday July 21st,  11 am - 4 pm

Zephyr Community Centre
(310 Zephyr Road)

Free Entrance, Dance Demonstrations, BBQ
Hot Dogs and Burgers, Cotton Candy and

Popcorn, Bouncy Castles and Carnival
Games, Races and Games for Everyone! 

Bring the Whole Family and Enjoy the Fun!!
ZEPHYR FARMERS’ MARKET AND

GARAGE SALE!
Friday August 17th, 3-8 pm
Zephyr Community Centre

Come and Get Fresh Produce and Look
for Treasures! Tables Available - $10.00

For further details, please contact:
June Archibald  905-473-5713

bobjunearchibald@aol.com 

UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE
SATURDAY KIDS’ &
YOUTH PROGRAMS

It's Fun to Fly a Kite!
July 14, 2012  10am-12:30 pm  Cost: $10
Kids will learn all about kites while they
make and decorate their own kite to fly on
the museum grounds and take home. Ages
6 to 11. 

Beginners' Sketching 
July 14, 2012  1-4pm   Cost: $15
Learn beginner's drawing techniques for
portraits, landscapes, still life, and more
under the instruction of a local art student.
Participants will bring home all of their new
artwork. 12-15.
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2011

2011 2010
$ $

ASSETS

Financial assets
Cash 1,043,644 2,728,107
Temporary investments 16,023,478 11,812,900
Taxes receivable 2,440,311 2,522,398
Accounts receivable 1,345,833 2,542,337
Loan receivable 10,000 85,537
Inventory for resale 7,190          8,597

20,870,456 19,699,876

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 1,264,015 2,070,035
Other current liabilities 1,535,448 1,547,426
Post employment benefit liability 178,989 170,787
Deferred revenue 9,727,077    9,021,904

12,705,529  12,810,152
Net financial assets 8,164,927    6,889,724

Non-financial assets
Tangible capital assets 90,449,611 88,228,344
Inventory of supplies 126,975 110,888
Prepaid expenses 59,538         27,036

90,636,124  88,366,268
ACCUMULATED SURPLUS    98,801,051  95,255,992

2011 2011 2010
Budget Actual Actual
$ $ $

REVENUES

Taxation - all classes 43,501,938 43,017,179 41,502,162
Less amounts received for 
Region and School Boards 34,576,700 34,160,029 32,865,531

8,925,238 8,857,150 8,636,631

User fees and charges 2,171,810 2,220,740 2,150,328
Grants

Government of Canada 855,000 492,476 1,463,265
Province of Ontario 1,226,373 1,264,190 2,012,386

Other municipalities 195,483 330,675 364,326
Investment income 151,901 222,353 145,063
Penalties and interest on taxes 425,000 433,286 485,812
Developer & other contributions earned 788,400 536,219 149,979
Contibuted tangible capital assets            - 2,824,114 5,261,277
Gain on sale of tangible capital assets - 171,822 -
Other 443,000     966,666     673,405
Total revenues 15,182,205 18,319,691 21,342,472

EXPENSES

Current
General government 2,084,922 2,189,972 2,377,768
Protection to persons and property 2,704,709 2,436,626 2,400,808
Transportation services 5,455,634 5,267,510 5,192,824
Environmental services 320,282 491,862 344,117
Health services 39,545 36,025 5,779
Recreation and cultural services 4,206,845 3,985,946 3,964,120
Planning and development 458,665 366,691 385,141
Loss on sale of tangible capital assets - - 23,658

15,270,602   14,774,632  14,694,215

Annual (deficit) surplus (88,397) 3,545,059 6,648,257
Accumulated surplus, beginning of year 91,965,787    95,255,992   88,607,735
Accumulated surplus, end of year 91,877,390    98,801,051   95,255,992

1. The consolidated financial statements of the Corporation of the
Township of Uxbridge are the representations of management pre-
pared in accordance with accounting standards established by the
Public Sector Accounting Board (PSAB) of the Canadian Institute of
Chartered Accountants. Since precise determination of many assets
and liabilities is dependent on future events, the preparation of peri-
odic financial statements necessarily involves the use of estimates and
approximations. These have been made using careful judgements.
These consolidated statements reflect the assets, liabilities, revenues,
expenses and surplus of the reporting entity. The reporting entity is
comprised of all organizations, local boards and committees which
are controlled by the Township.
2. The data presented here have been extracted from the financial
statements audited by Deloitte & Touche LLP. Copies of the consolidat-
ed statements are available on the Township's Website or in the
Treasury Department.

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
Consolidated Statement of Operations
Year Ended December 31, 2011

Ribfest returns!
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Roll up your sleeves, arm yourself with
plenty of moist towelettes, and get your
taste buds ready, because Ribfest is back,
and it hits Uxbridge next weekend.

Elgin Park will be filled with the smells
of delicious smoky ribs as five top-notch
“Ribbers”, as they're known in the indus-
try, peddle their wares on July 20, 21 and
22. They come from all over the
province, and travel all over Canada
throughout the summer, cooking up to
500 racks of ribs a day almost every
weekend. Many have won national
awards for their sauces, cooking meth-
ods, and overall tastiness.

Mouth watering yet?
Thank Steve Harrison, chairman of the

board for the Highland Games, for
bringing back this annual event (Ribfest
was originally hosted by the Uxbridge
Legion, but circumstances led to its can-
cellation in 2011). Steve was disappoint-
ed that the event was cancelled, as he
doesn't like to see things like that fall by
the wayside.

“When events like the Ribfest die off,
it's unsettling to the town. There's too
much other stuff in the world that's
unsettling, we need to keep things like
this going,” says Steve.

He claims that it was “solely my crazy
idea” that got the Ribfest up and running
again. Being the chair of the Highland
Games, he was overseeing the resources
that were gathered for putting the Games
on. He figured that it would be possible
to set up both the Highland Games and
Ribfest using similar business models,
and that he could organize it so that the
two events could be run almost as cost
effectively as one. 

“Events like these are so dependent on
the weather, and when you can't control
the weather, and it's either really rainy,
like two years ago, or really hot, like last
year, you can run into the possibility of
getting really far into the hole,” he
explains.

“So we looked at things like the seating
capacities, and the insurance, even the
number of Porta-Potties, and were able to
really gain some savings by streamlining a
lot of these things, and getting better
deals because we were doing two events.”
Along with cost-cutting measures, Steve

also explains that they really focused on
partnerships when setting up various

aspects of both Ribfest and the Highland
Games. For example, the Boy Scouts will
be handling the parking, and will receive
a cut for their help. The Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society will be manning
the gates, and will also receive some
funds for their assistance. These are just
two of the many partnerships that have
been organized. Both Ribfest and the
Highland Games are not for profit
events, and the money earned will go
directly back into the township in this
way, as well as to the costs of running the
events themselves. 
The fabulous food promised isn't limit-

ed to ribs - there will be funnel cake and
Deep Fried Mars Bars, along with other
yummy fare. There will also be a mini-
midway, a car show, and a tremendous
line-up of live music, featuring some of
the hottest local and national pop/rock
acts, as well as some local tribute bands.
John Timmins, formerly of the Cowboy
Junkies, and jazz musician Lynn
McDonald are but two of the many
musicians that will perform in the band-
shell in the park. Local Grade 8 student
Julien Kelland, will also be performing
her new song, and there will be DJ music
when the bandshell is taking a break. If
that's not enough, Ribfest will also fea-
ture arts and crafts, a daytime play area
for small people, and cold beer and wine
in certain areas. There will even be psy-
chics, should you feel the urge to know
what's going to happen next!

“I really love the feel of old time fairs,
and I really hope that this is kind of what
this is going to be like,” says Steve. “The
whole park is going to be used, and it
really will be for everybody.”
The Highland Games and Ribfest aren't

destined to be run by one and the same
forever, though. Steve is quick to note
that he has “built a book” on how to put
it all together, and is hoping that Ribfest
can be handed off to someone, or a
group, that can carry it on. Providing the
weather stays the way it's been, the two
are designed to support one another this
year, and then hopefully fly solo again
next year.

A suggested $5 donation upon entry
would benefit the business partners asso-
ciated with the Ribfest and will hopeful-
ly ensure that Ribfest returns year after
year.



‘Chances Are’ is one of the pearls of
our community. Like a lot of people I
love visiting and browsing through all
the items people have decided they
have no more use for and, rather than
throw them out, donate them to find a
new life in a new home.

Not only that, a visit gives me a
chance to chat with the dedicated vol-
unteers who want to see our valuable
Cottage Hospital survive and donate
countless hours to this wonderful proj-
ect. And all are members of the
Cottage Hospital Auxiliary.

An excellent example of their dedica-
tion and hard work came through
recently when they presented a cheque
for close to $220,000 to the Cottage
Hospital Foundation. This is an amaz-
ing gift, but is just one of many this
group have made over the years.

So next time you are in Chances Are
and paying for your purchases, give
these volunteers a huge thank you.
They’ll appreciate it and you’ll feel bet-
ter.
--------------------------
The ‘no child shall fail’ policy that
seems to have crept into our education
system does not sit well with a lot of
people. And it was brought to the fore-
front recently when an Edmonton
teacher who was suspended for giving
students zeros in defiance of school
policy is one step closer to losing his
job. Lynden Dorval was told in a letter
he received last week from Ron
Bradley, principal of Ross Sheppard
High  School, that he is facing termi-
nation.

"Your habitual refusal to obey lawful
orders, your repeated insubordination,
and your obvious neglect of duty force
me to consider recommending termi-
nation of your teaching contract with
Edmonton Public Schools.”

Not sure when the ‘no fail’ policy
became the norm, but it sure wasn’t in
place when I went to school. You
either had the grades to move on or
you sat in the same desk for a second
year. It was a blow to your self-esteem
but, in the majority of cases, it drove
students to work harder so it wouldn’t
happen again.

I know because I was one of those
students. Born in December and hav-
ing no kindergarten in the Public
School, I was able to start Grade 1 at 4
years old. By skipping Grade 3 I
entered Uxbridge High School at the
age of 12, probably too young.

High School was a party. I loved the
freedom to move from class to class
every half hour and not be strapped to
the same desk for the entire day. My
first term report card was excellent but
my carefree attitude would soon catch
up, and I hated to have to go home at
year-end having failed. I had to re-do
Grade 9. I felt nothing but shame
when I sat with my parents and saw
the disappointment on their face. I
knew they were hurt badly.

It was at that point that I made up
my mind to never hurt them again.
The rest is history. I breezed through
the following year and then got the
opportunity to realize my dream as a
young boy to be in the newspaper
business. I apprenticed at the Times-
Journal – 5.5 days a week at the prince-
ly sum of $6 a week – and loved every
minute of it.

The look on the faces of my parents
many years later when I walked into
their Mechanic St. home and told
them I now owned the Times-Journal –
the fifth paper in the chain that would
eventually grow to 10 papers through-
out the surrounding communities -
made up for the shame I felt many
years before.
So did facing failure hurt me? Yes, for

a short period of time. But it also made
me wake up and realize that if you
worked hard, success was a lot more
fun and well worth the effort.

Having said this, I am not sure how
the message of ‘you can never fail’ will
resonate through future generations. It
will be fine so long as they are being
babied in school, but when they hit
the work force they’d better be pre-
pared to work hard and accept knocks
along the path of life. Because, as we
all know, that is what life is all about
and maybe the Edmonton teacher
should be thanked for preparing stu-
dents for what lies ahead. However, it

appears he
will be
thanked with
a ‘pink’ slip
and told to
find another
profess ion.
Sad sign of our times.
---------------------
The folks at the Chateau Laurier Hotel
in Ottawa have come up with several
ideas how to celebrate their 100th
Anniversary. The most unique idea is
offering amnesty to past guests who
have stolen items during their stay.

I’m sure most of us have skipped off
with a towel or an ash tray from vari-
ous hotels and motels over the years.
Most never really looked at it as theft.
More like a neat souvenir as a memen-
to of a wonderful holiday and a stay in
great hotel.

Hotel management is asking former
guests and visitors to return stolen
objects – no questions asked. Over the
years, countless coffee spoons, dishes,
ash trays, menus and even door knobs,
have disappeared from the building.
With this amnesty, historical items
such as Grand Trunk cigar boxes,
Grand Trunk limoges, dishware and
heritage photographs of celebrities
have made the hotel’s “please return”
wish list.
The hotel opened on June 1, 1912, a

few weeks after its builder, the railway
baron Charles Melville Hayes, died on
the Titanic. Back then, rooms were
just $2 a night — some room packages
cost more than $800 today. Since
announcing its guilt-free memorabilia
search, the hotel has been receiving a
constant stream of items, some accom-
panied with stories and others quietly
dropped off. Apparently, most of the
returned items come with amusing ali-
bis.

Château Laurier plans to open an
exhibit featuring the returned items as
part of a retrospective of the hotel's
rich history. That should be interesting
to see.
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our two cents

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

The worst expense folly yet
It’s not that Bev Oda’s resignation as Minister of International Cooperation was at all
unanticipated. The Prime Minister was expected to do a bit of shuffling of the cabinet
cards this summer, and Mme. Oda, who has caused the government a bit of embarrass-
ment with her free-spending ways, was expected to be shuffled off to Bowmanville.

In fact, when the good people of Durham, including several thousand Uxbridgers,
resoundingly re-elected Bev in May of last year, few of them really expected her to land
back in cabinet. But she did, and in the same portfolio with which she’d had a few prob-
lems. Perhaps, some said, she struck a bargain with Steve; she’d run again and win
Durham for him, but only on condition that she was given a chance to redeem herself
in the same job.

That argument is hard to swallow. Is Durham a vulnerable enough riding that Harper
really needed Ms. Oda to run again? Isn’t it a sufficiently safe seat that any one could
have won under the Tory banner? After all, Oda took 54% of the vote even under
Layton-mania in a riding with a pretty heavy labour population. A Tory rookie might
not have done as well, but surely he or she would still have emerged on top.

And yet...  Ms. Oda did not just resign her cabinet post. Faced with the prospect of
three years on the back benches, she resigned her seat as well, thus forcing a by-elec-
tion that according to Elections Canada , will cost as much as a million dollars to stage
(that seems pricey, but they should know). Kind of makes a $16 glass of orange juice
pale by comparison, doesn’t it?

Bev Oda has given no reason for her resignation, either as Minister or as MP for
Durham, and she’s refusing to give any interviews that might divulge the reason. In the
absence of any statement, we are, of course, free to wildly speculate, and the most
unfortunate conclusion, based on recent behaviour, is that she is addicted to the spot-
light and the high life, and is not prepared to languish the next three years in compar-
ative obscurity.

But Ms. Oda surely knows that she was not elected as a cabinet minister. No one is.
Like every resident of the House of Commons, including the Prime Minister, she was
elected first and foremost as a Member of Parliament. We hired her to do a job for us
for four years, and now she’s breaking the contract after only a quarter of that time,
and it’s going to cost us a million bucks to hire someone else to finish the job she was
entrusted with. Among all the irresponsible things she’s done, this is far and away the
worst. Especially when she won’t even tell us why.

As the cartoon on this page demonstrates, we don’t wish Bev Oda any ill will. On the
whole, we believe she’s done a good job as our MP. We just wish she’d honoured our
votes and continued as our MP for another three years. Perhaps if she had, she’d have
lived down all the other stuff, and finished her term with her head held high.

As it is, her name for a long time will be synonymous with $16 orange juice and
expensive limos and smoking in back alleys. It’s not fair to her, and it’s not fair to us.
Let’s hope our next MP will fare better.    

Stemp’s Stew column by Harry Stemp



What’s in a name?
Several very astute readers noticed a couple of weeks ago that, in this very

paper, one piece that I had written, and the accompanying photo, had Lisha Van Nieuwenhove as the byline
name, while the other piece had cited Lisha Cassibo as the author. Some speculated that I had an evil twin
(some would say I am the evil twin!) who shared my first name, but was raised by another family. Others
wondered how there could possibly be two Lishas wandering Uxbridge, let alone writing for the Cosmos.
And a few were brave enough to ask me outright if I was going through an identity crisis and who was I
really? 

I am officially, and have always been, officially, Lisha Van Nieuwenhove. My father, born in Belgium,
bestowed this lovely 14-letter moniker upon me at my birth. And as painful as it is to write out (I mess it
up regularly) and spell out for others, it is my name, legally. Officially. When I married, I chose to not
change my name, as I kind of liked my unusual yet cumbersome handle. I did, however, use Cassibo often,
as it's way easier to spell, and it became the only name by which many people knew me.

Life circumstances being what they are, however, have led me back to using my “maiden” name (I was
never a “maiden”, that phrase always makes me giggle) and I am insisting from this moment onward that,
as often as is humanly possible, I be known as Lisha Van Nieuwenhove. (My editor isn't very pleased about
it, it means more work for him). 

This has caused me to reflect on how much importance we give to a name. I'm kind of enjoying going
“back to my roots” and using my full name all the time again. Using Lisha Cassibo always looked and felt
a little foreign, like half of it really was me, and half of it wasn't. When I use my big name, I really feel
like it's all me. 

My kids, of course, are a little bewildered by it all. They wonder if they have to follow suit and change
their last name, which is Cassibo, as well. And it's hard to explain that no, they were born Cassibo and can
stay Cassibo for forever, or change their last name when they marry, or hyphenate, or do whatever they
like, but they do not have to take on my last name (much to the six-year old's relief. She can't even say
Van Nieuwenhove, let alone try to spell it.) 

We've had grand discussions over it all - I've told them how many women nowadays don't change their
names when they marry. How many change their names back when they are no longer married. How some
just accumulate last names like others accumulate charms for their Pandoras. How women over in
Switzerland, where the two older ones were born, add their partners’ last name to theirs, sometimes cre-
ating whole new last names. How some hyphenate, with their partner's name first, then their own name,
others with their own name first, then their partners - oh, it's all so confusing! The options and combina-
tions are endless! They make my Van Nieuwenhove look like Smith!

It's amusing how men don't have to contend with this mess. Born a Jones, stay a Jones, die a Jones. I
can't say I know many who have a hyphenated last name. I read a “this is a really big deal” article once
in a parenting magazine about a man who had decided to take his wife's last name, for reasons that must
not have struck me as very profound or meaningful because I cannot remember why he did it, other than
to be different.

So I guess I would be speaking mainly on behalf of womankind when I say our first names let us be indi-
viduals. Our last names clump us in with our broader, extended selves, our families. (Just as an aside, I
often wonder how my brother's wife felt when she married into the family and chose to take his last name.
Her maiden name (giggle) was Ball - what was she thinking!?) Hyphenating a maiden name (giggle) with
a spouse's name seems to keep the individual hanging on that much longer, then going for the clumping
in. (And let me be clear that I am in no way saying being clumped in is a bad thing at all!) 
For me, taking my spouse's name officially would have seemed to be losing a part me. It never really fit,

but it was really handy at times! Now I shall go back to the long, cumbersome, silly, foreign, hard-to-say,
harder-to-spell last name that appears on my birth certificate. Makes me memorable, if nothing else. 

“Oh, you know, Lisha. The one with that long, funny last name…” That's if they happen to remember
that it's Lisha and not Lisa…
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

A trio is born
We got the call the morning after the official start of summer and the day

before the actual due date. Our son-in-law phoned that Friday to say that our daughter was in the Port Perry
Hospital maternity ward and contractions were coming fairly quickly. A couple of hours later - at 8:52 a.m.,
June 22 - her third baby was born. And we were grandparents for a fourth time. A few hours after that, we
were in the hospital room, holding him, enjoying his first sounds and wondering.

“Have you decided on a name?” my wife asked.
“His name is Wyatt James Massey,” our daughter answered, “We're not sure how it will be received, but we

like it.
“I love it,” my wife said and she meant it. 
It didn't take my mind long to start playing with the new names in our lives. Me being the history buff, I

immediately thought of the 19th century crime investigator and law enforcement officer Wyatt Earp, famous
in the U.S. old west for his marksmanship and the gunfight at the O.K. Corral in October 1881. Ironically, Earp
had three brothers, one of whom was named James. But having thought a bit more about the name Wyatt and
then James, my Wild West-focused brain suddenly arrived at one of Earp's contemporaries, outlaw Jesse James.
But that's where my name game stopped.
Not long after we arrived in our daughter's recovery room, so too did her other two children - Layne (almost
five) and Sawyer (almost three) - and suddenly I was thinking about completely different relationships, char-
acters and times. The older two children were eager to see their new little brother, particularly big sister Layne,
who held him, rocked him and even sang a make-it-up-as-you-go lullaby to him until the baby got a little rest-
less and began to cry.

“I think you better take him now,” she said wisely.
But that extraordinary contact had been made. Periodically, over the next few days, as baby Wyatt arrived

home and his two sleepless parents began to acclimatize to a new personality in their midst, so too did their
two older children. As in other three-child households, it was a ready-made family situation, with existing tem-
pos and rhythms, established dynamics and power relationships. There will be all those negotiations later about
gaining attention, sharing portions, who gets to stay up latest, why the eldest has to wait for the youngest to
be attended to and who loves whom the most. What was clear right away in our daughter's and son-in-law's
changing environment was - as much as possible - this was an equal time household. Wyatt's parents made cer-
tain that both the older children got lots of attention right away. Of course, it's early days, but I don't think I
was as conscious of the equity, as our kids are. I was impressed.

I grew up with one sibling, a sister. So did my wife. And we raised two children. Our son-in-law grew up as
the youngest of three brothers, so he certainly has an understanding (at least on the receiving end) about life
in a three-child home. For me it's an entirely new experience witnessed at close range, sort of like Parenting-
Times-Three 101. A few days into life returning to normal around their household, my wife and I stopped by
for another visit. Of course, there were the usual greetings from the two older grandchildren - “Hi Gran! Hi
Popou!” delivered at the top of their voices - to the delight of their grandparents. 
But it wasn't until we had offered our hushed responses, fearing that the shouts might wake up the baby, that

we realized baby Wyatt was asleep in a bassinette just metres from the front door. He was sleeping through
whatever was going on. Perhaps that's another of the training tricks that our kids understand, but which I never
learned. Don't shield the little one from the realities of a household with two busy adults and now three chil-
dren in need of attention 24/7.
Still my mind returned this week to other historical precedents for this new guy and his siblings. I began think-

ing about famous trios - both real and imagined - such as Peter, Paul and Mary, Three Little Pigs, The Three
Stooges, and even Chico, Harpo and Groucho, The Marx Brothers. Finally, I thought about The Three
Muskateers, thanks originally to their creator, novelist Alexandre Dumas. I thought about the three kids shar-
ing adventures, being “one for all and all for one.” But to be even more accurate, I got thinking about them
because The Three Musakteers are really four characters. They are D'Artagnon and The Three Muskateers. 

Because, you see, our older daughter's three kids have a cousin who's one and a half. We all anticipate that
when the four of them get together, life will definitely become an adventure.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

29 Toronto Street,
Uxbridge

905-852-7382
www.thedentalcentre.ca

BE PROUD OFBE PROUD OF
YOUR SMILE!YOUR SMILE!

“Your Confi dent Smile Is Our Goal”

Other Locations to serve you:

15930 Old Simcoe Rd.
Port Perry

905-985-7777

15 Ringwood Drive,
Stouffville

905-642-5777

26 Church Street,
Sunderland

705-357-3161
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O’Toole’s son vies to replace Oda
by Shelagh Damus

No one was more surprised by MP Bev
Oda’s decision to resign as of July 31st
than Erin O’Toole, son of Durham
MPP John O’Toole. The younger
O’Toole had just received a Queen’s
Jubilee Medal from Ms. Oda at a cere-
mony held a few days earlier in
Bowmanville. A volunteer for the
Conservative Party, he had worked on
all of his father’s campaigns since 1995
and had knocked on doors in
Clarington for Ms. Oda. Their conver-
sation offered no hint of an impending
retirement – she simply noted she
would be taking some time off this
summer.

Erin O’Toole was therefore taken
aback by the email notification for-
warded by a friend announcing the
MP’s decision. O’Toole checked Oda’s
own website for confirmation before
the phones started ringing. Suddenly
the young lawyer had a bevy of “sup-
porters” urging him to throw his hat
into the ring. It is never an easy deci-
sion to run for office. There are sacri-
fices. O’Toole conferred with his wife
Rebecca, his father and a series of trust-
ed friends and advisors, as well as his
employer before making the decision to
seek the Conservative Party nomina-
tion. According to O’Toole it comes
“years earlier than [he] ever thought,”
although on reflection adds “there is no
perfect time, you make the decision
based on what you feel you can do.”

The shoes he seeks to fill are in need
of a little polishing. Ms. Oda leaves in
her wake a series of public missteps that
landed her in some media spotlighted
hot water. Ms. Oda offered no reasons

for her resignation and inquiries to her
Ottawa office resulted in a “no further
comment” response. Meg Goard,
Constituent Assistant to Ms. Oda
declined our requests for an interview
on the basis of there being “no avail-
ability at this time.”
Of the reported excesses of the MP for

Durham, Mr. O’Toole said “it is time
to move forward, not look back.” But
when pressed to consider the excess in
light of his party’s fiscal responsibility
and restraint stance he admits that dur-
ing his limited conversations with fel-
low conservatives and community
stakeholders over the weekend he
“heard some concerns with some of the
things that have happened.” And then
stressed that the government is more
than a single MP. He feels the
Conservative government has lived up
to their fiscal conservative tenets.
Canada has “weathered the great reces-
sion, as it is being called,” says O’Toole.

Distancing himself from the shenani-
gans of Ms. Oda, O’Toole offered this
self-evaluation, “The one good thing
about my fairly wide range of experi-
ences is it gives a person grounding. I
know the things that I don’t know and
that I need to learn and I am not bash-
ful about saying so. At the same time, I
am confident in my own moral com-
pass and ethics. Politics can be nasty
but you can disagree without being dis-
agreeable. And that will be my goal.”  
Ms. Oda was first elected to the oppo-

sition bench in 2004. In 2006, the
Harper Conservatives came to power
and Ms. Oda was named to cabinet as
Minister of Canadian Heritage and
Status of Women. Her appointment as
Minister for International Cooperation

took place in August 2007. It was a
position she held until a few days ago
when Julian Fantino was moved into
the post. It was a single change within
cabinet. The much anticipated Harper
government cabinet shuffle did not
materialize as of yet.

There was wide speculation that Ms.
Oda would not have survived a cabinet
shuffle but would have been relegated
to the backbench for the remainder of
her term. By-elections must be called
within 180 days of an MP’s resignation.
Since there is one other vacancy in the
House of Commons, that of Calgary
Centre (June 12), the by-election will
probably be held concurrently and be
called before December 9.

The 2011 Durham NDP candidate,
Tammy Schoep, commented on her
Facebook page that “resigning in [her]
opinion is one of [Bev Oda’s] only
competent acts as a Member of
Parliament...” Ms. Schoep continued
that she hopes “Durham gains the rep-
resentation they finally deserve now!!”
Whether she is willing to enter into the
nomination process again is a question
that at press time remained unan-
swered. The former Liberal candidate,
Grant Humes, has spoken with the
head of the riding association and there
is a meeting being arranged “to get the
ball moving,” but Humes will “be sit-
ting this one out.” For the moment,
Erin O’Toole is the only person who
has publicly expressed a desire to be
given the opportunity to run.
There is a considerable cost to running

a by-election. Estimates from Elections
Canada put the cost somewhere
between $800,000 and $1 million.

Programs at the 
Salvation Army

905-852-0090

BACK TO SCHOOL

BACK PACK PROGRAM:
Please register by August 15  

Registration is required
(no late registrations can be accepted)

Pick up on Aug 29
(at 35 Toronto Street North Uxbridge)

(donation of new backpacks & 
supplies graciously accepted)

TUTOR: PUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN

Registration is required
(Tutor class is held at Uxbridge Library)

COOKING ON A BUDGET class  -      
Registration is required

APPLE A DAY SCHOOL PROGRAM - 
(donation of apples graciously accepted).

Salvation Army would like to thank Wash Worx on
Main Street North for their generous donation of

sleeping bags for our campers this year.

To register for any of the above programs, 
Please call 905-852-0090.



by Lisha van Nieuwenhove

The road closure along Durham
Road 1 that takes travellers north out
of Uxbridge should not prevent one
single person from following one of
the recommended detour routes and
heading directly to the Historic

Leaskdale Church to take in a per-
formance of Maud of Leaskdale. For
it is, in a word, remarkable.
This theatregoer will readily confess

that she is sometimes almost weary of
all things L.M. Montgomery. Yes, all
of Uxbridge knows she lived here.
Yes, we all know she is a world-

famous author. Yes, we all know the
manse has been lovingly restored to
its Maud-esque grandeur. But few of
us can claim to know anything about
the woman who inspires this worship
at the altar of all things Anne. Maud
of Leaskdale will change the mind of
anyone who sees it, inciting a desire
to leave the performance and go out
and read every biography ever writ-
ten about Maud and her remarkably
unremarkable life, about her hus-
band, Ewan Macdonald, and even
about her offspring. 

Conceived and directed by Conrad
Boyce, and performed by Jennifer
Carroll, Maud is a cleverly pieced
together running monologue, of
sorts, of selected bits from Maud's
own journals and diaries. The tales
begin at the moment when Maud
steps off the train in Uxbridge, and
weave their way through the almost
16 years she spent living in the tiny
hamlet just north of town, ending at
the precise moment she knows that
she and her little family are moving
on to another parish in western
Ontario.

The two-hour show takes the audi-
ence on a roller coaster ride through
Maud's intellect as she recounts
everything that crosses her mind,
from her innermost thoughts and

desires to the most mundane of activ-
ities, like housecleaning. She has
written down everything, like the
moment of her beloved cat's arrival,
her views on the outbreak of war
overseas, and the joy and heartbreak
of motherhood. Because the journals
are being relayed in chronological
order, the audience must move from
a mood of ecstasy and elation to one
of utter despair in little more than a
few sentences, and it's a bit like
watching a manic-depressive who's
gone completely off his or her meds.
But it isn't disjointed or confusing,
it's just the way Maud's mind, or her
journals, at least, worked. The joy of
a sunset over a field of wheat is
exclaimed over in one minute, and
the utter heartbreak over a dear
friend's death is poured out the next.

Watching Jennifer Carroll expertly
move from story to story is magical.
If Maud's story is happy, then happy
is all that comes through, and often
Jennifer has little more than a beat or
two to move to another story that
may, or may not be, at the opposite
end of the emotional spectrum. She
cries real tears in one scene, and
laughs with real joy in another. Quite
a feat for even the most seasoned
actress, let alone one who is in her
mid 20s, younger than Maud was

when she arrived in Ontario. 
Jennifer even ages as Maud ages

throughout the play. At the begin-
ning, it's easy to see the young dark-
haired actor on the stage. But as the
tales tumble over one another and
Maud's real life is brought to the
fore, it becomes easier and easier to
forget Jennifer and stare only at
Maud on the stage. She looks older at
the end of the second act than she
did at the beginning, and even a
short intermission (that includes ice-
cold raspberry cordial, definitely
worth the price of admission!) does-
n't diminish the effect the play has
on the actress or the audience.

It was delightful to be shown where
Maud actually sat when she listened
to her husband's church services. It
was chilling to read the plaque on the
wall of the church bearing the name
of a young man who was killed in the
war overseas, then to hear his name
mentioned in one of the stories. It
was charming to hear Maud tell of a
recital given by her youngest son, and
to glance at the spot on the floor
where he more than likely stood to
give that very recital. These people
were real. Not fancies or figments of
imagination, but real, living, breath-
ing inhabitants of our little
Leaskdale.
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Jane Loewen is a classically trained singer and pianist with extensive stage and concert
experience. During her years as an Uxbridge resident, she sang lead roles with OnStage
Uxbridge as well as music directing and playing piano for several of their shows, per-
formed concerts for the Foster Concert Series, the Celebration of the Arts, the Uxbridge
Arts Association and numerous charity events. Last year she was show pianist for the
musical “Emily” at the historic Leaskdale Church up the road from the Foster. Now resid-
ing in Georgina, she is returning to the Foster this Friday to sing some of her favourite
Broadway and other tunes, self-accompanied on piano and guitar.

This
Friday
at the
Foster

7:30 p.m.  9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

JULY 13 - JANE LOEWEN

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND - CLIFF ERICKSON!
FRIDAY JULY 13TH

SHOTGUN AT 4PM, DINNER 6:30
$50 GOLF, CART, DINNER AND SHOW

$30 DINNER AND SHOW.
FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE 905-852-7962
SCRAMBLES 905-852-7323 

Starring Uxbridge Actress

The story of Lucy Maud Montgomery during
her first 15 years in Ontario (1911-26), a time
of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy,
brought to life through Montgomery's own
powerful words.

Conceived and directed by Conrad Boyce

Playing June 28 - September 3Playing June 28 - September 3

Jennifer Carroll as MaudJennifer Carroll as Maud

Thursday and Saturday evenings at 7:30 pm
Sunday afternoons at 3:00 pm

Tickets $20 at 
Blue Heron Books, Uxbridge, 
at the Leaskdale Country Store 
or by calling 905-904-0977 
for reservations.

Discovering the real Maud on stage A review

continued page 11



Until Sept. 3  Maud of Leaskdale  One-
woman show about the amazing life of Lucy
Maud Montgomery. Three times per week at
Historic Leaskdale Church. See page 7 for
more.

Thurs., July 12  Cruise In  Weekly clas-
sic car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge
Arena. 6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the
Official Crush Band.

Fri., July 13  Fridays at the Foster
Jane Loewen, Soprano.  Foster
Memorial, 9449 Concession 7.  7:30-8:30
p.m. Admission by donation.

Sat., July 14, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail.  No dogs please.  Meet
at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  Russ
Burton 905-830-2862.

Sat., July 14 Gardens of Uxbridge
Tour  Sponsored by Community Care. Eight
amazing gardens. 10 am to 5 pm

Sat., July 14 It’s Fun to Fly a Kite!
Historical Centre, 10am-12:30pm, Cost
$10. Our most popular program, the muse-
um is perfect for kite flying with lots of wind,
open space, and a birds-eye view of
Uxbridge. Kids will learn all about kites while
they make and decorate their own kite to fly
on the museum grounds and take home.
Bring a picnic lunch. Ages 6-11.

Sat., July 14 Beginners’ Sketching
Historical Centre, 1-4pm, Cost $15. Learn
about drawing techniques for portraits, land-
scapes, still life, and more. This class will be
taught on the museum’s scenic grounds and
in our heritage buildings for inspiration.
Participants will bring home their new art-
work. Taught by a talented local art student.

Ages 12-15.

Sat., July 14 BANDIT ROAST 5:00 pm.
Udora Community Hall. Dinner being served
by Finnair Flying Team. Tickets at Udora
General Store. Come early and join the fun.

Sat., July 14, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail.  No dogs please.  Meet
at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  Russ
Burton 905-830-2862

Wed., July 18, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 4+
hr., 16+ km moderate to fast pace loop hike
on the Glen Major Tract.  There are some
hills.  We will have lunch on the trail.  Meet
at parking area on the east side of Uxbridge
Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of Durham Road 21.
Russ Burton 905-830-2862

Thurs., July 19  Cruise In  Weekly clas-
sic car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge
Arena. 6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the
Damus-Luke fiddlers.

Fri., July 20  Fridays at the Foster
Richard Elliot, Guitar.  Foster Memorial,
9449 Concession 7.  7:30-8:30 p.m.
Admission by donation.

July 20-22  Uxbridge Ribfest
Celebration of great food and music returns.
See page 3 and 12 for more info.

Fri., July 20, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+hr., 10+
km fast pace hike in Walker Woods.  There
are hills.  No dogs please.  Meet at parking
area on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south
of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.  Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161

Sat., July 21, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+

hr., 4 km moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw
side Trail.  Join us for breakfast after the hike.
No dogs please.  Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

Thurs., July 26  Cruise In  Weekly clas-
sic car gathering, this year at the Uxbridge
Arena. 6 p.m. to dusk. Entertainment by the
Official Crush Band.

Fri., July 27  Fridays at the Foster
Nancy Hall, Guitar/Vocals.  Foster
Memorial, 9449 Concession 7.  7:30-8:30
p.m. Admission by donation.

July 27-29  Highlands of Durham
Games Annual Celtic Celebration in Elgin
Park. Much more next week in the Cosmos.

Sat., July 28, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak
Ridges Trail Association is hosting a 1+
hr., 4+ km moderate pace loop hike on the
Al Shaw side Trail.  No dogs please.  Meet
at the trail entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  Russ
Burton 905-830-2862.

Sat., July 28 Print-Making and Print
Shop  10am-12:30pm, Cost $10
Learn all about printing in Uxbridge
Historical Centre’s working print shop.
Participants will observe a printing profes-
sional using the museum’s presses and other
remarkable machines, and enjoy related
crafts and fun outdoor games. Bring a picnic
lunch. Ages 8-12.

Sat., July 28 Beginners’ Acrylic
Painting  Historical Centre, 1-4pm, Cost
$15. Learn beginners’ acrylic painting tech-
niques for portraits, landscapes, still life, and
more. Participants will get to practice their
new skills on the museum’s scenic grounds
and in our heritage buildings, and bring
home their painted canvas. Taught by a tal-
ented local art student. Ages 12-14.

Uxbridge Parkinson’s Support Group
meets the first Thursday of each month from 1-3
p.m. at the Bridgwater Condo building, 22
James Hill Court off Campbell Drive. All wel-
come.

The ‘Gifts of the North’ sculpture display
continues at the Uxbridge Historical Centre until
October 6. A unique exhibit of 18 whimsical
sculptures by artist Janet Hannam that illustrate
different aspects of life and culture in northwest-
ern Ontario. Open Wednesday to Sunday and
holidays, regular admission fees apply: Adults
$5, Seniors and Students $4, Children $3,
Family $14. www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com.
905-852-5854.

Glen Major Church summer services begin
July 1 through August, 7 p.m. Special speakers

and music. On Concession 7 south of Chalk
Lake Road.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good spring and
summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.
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ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

In Loving Memory of

Irene L.
Armstrong

January 23, 1912 - July 5, 2012

Irene passed away at Lakeview Manor, Beaverton in her
101st year. She was pre-deceased by her husband John in
1966. Loving mother to son Bruce (Winnifred)
Armstrong and daughter Patricia (Richard) Fockler. She
was Nana to Debbie (Glenn), Rob (Cathy), Donna (Ian),
Kimberley, Nicole (deceased), Michael (Tara), and
Great-Nana to Jonathon, Jennifer, Ashley, Taylor,
Lindsay, Nicholas, Caleb, Katelyn, Hailey and Courtney.

As per Irene’s wishes, no funeral service was held.

GIRLS House League
HOCKEY IN

NORTH  DURHAM

WANT TO HAVE A TON OF FUN? ALL YOUNG LADIES LIVING IN NORTH
DURHAM ARE WELCOME TO COME JOIN THE NORTH  DURHAM GIRLS

HOCKEY ASSOCIATION. GIRLS ONLY HOUSE LEAGUE HOCKEY IS 
AVAILABLE FOR AGES 9-19 YRS. THERE ARE LOTS OF SPOTS AVAILABLE

IN OUR INTERMEDIATE & SENIOR GIRLS HOUSE LEAGUE DIVISIONS. 
REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN SO DON’T WAIT, TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE

EARLY BIRD RATE AND REGISTER BEFORE JULY 31ST, 2012.

Register online at: http://northdurhamblades.ca/

For registration questions please contact
Senior Girls = Caroline Martin at carolinemartinrmt@gmail.com 

Intermediate Girls = Joanne McCarthy at intermediate.girls@uyha.net



Another summer; another road closure;
Durham Rd. 1 south of Leaskdale is
closed for the next few weeks for culvert

repairs...
Our sincere sympathy is extended to

Pat and Gail Couglan and family on the
death several weeks ago of Pat's mother,
Jean Couglan. A funeral mass took place
at St.Mark's Church in Stouffville on
June 19...

Leaskdale W.A. are planning to offer
their three varieties of homemade
Strawberry Jam for sale at the evening to
complete Vacation Bible Camp tomor-
row, Jul. 13 at St. Paul's Church. Funds
realized from sales will support W.A.
charities...

Sincere condolences are extended to
Tammy and George Bruce on the death
last month of Tammy's father, Donald
Surman, after a lingering illness. A serv-
ice of remembrance was held at Low and

Low Funeral Home in Uxbridge on June
28...

The Annual Decoration Service at
Foster Memorial Cemetery will take
place in the mausoleum on Sun. Jul 15
@ 2:30 p.m. Pastor Jim Hackner will be
speaking with music by Travis Smalley...

Juliette Harrison and family were
camping on the holiday weekend at
Pancake Bay Provincial Park on Lake
Superior. While in the north, Julie visit-
ed with Brian and Barbara Ferguson in
Manitouwadge...

Brent and Cathy Rynard spent some
time on the holiday weekend in
Grimsby with daughter Jennifer, her
husband Rev. Sean Astop, and their chil-
dren.

Time for the 
Olympics to die

In just a couple of weeks, the world's
largest sports extravaganza begins in

London, England: the quadrennial
Olympic Games.
Thousands of athletes from around the

globe, who have been honing their skills
for years, will gather for the opportuni-
ty to challenge their competitors and,

hopefully, come away with a medal. The
vast majority of the 17,000 or so ath-
letes competing will come away disap-
pointed.

Let us hope that one of those who are
not disappointed will be Jessica
Phoenix, the Uxbridge woman - now
living in Cannington - who will be tak-
ing part in the three-day equestrian
competition known as eventing.
But let us also hope that this will be the

last Olympic Games ever held.
Why? Because the Olympic Games

have lost their way and, indeed, their
credibility.
The Olympics were originally designed

to showcase the athletic prowess of
young men and women in a variety of
sports, competing in a spirit of fair play
and camaraderie. But what the world
will see when the London Olympics
begins is quite possibly a stark look into
the future of society as a whole. London
has, to all intent, become an armed
camp, complete with surface-to-air mis-
siles installed on top of apartment
buildings, a Royal Navy aircraft carrier
anchored in the River Thames and
squadrons of jet fighters stationed near-
by.

Of course, the missiles are nothing
new. China had similar missiles poised
during the 2008 Olympics and Greece

had them, at the insistence of the U.S.,
during the 2004 games.

More than 30,000 police and private
security guards will be watching - and
searching - residents and visitors alike,
backed up by dozens of canine squads
and the frightening LRAD: the Long
Range Acoustic Device, otherwise
known as a sonic gun, which is capable
of emitting pain-inducing noise. In fact,
London is seeing the United Kingdom's
biggest mobilization of military and
security forces since the Second World
War

On top of this, the Olympic zone has
been partitioned off from the wider city
by an 11-mile, $127-million, 5,000-volt
electric fence.

The reason for all this security, of
course, is to safeguard the athletes, the
dignitaries, the heads of state and the
visitors from terrorist attacks, notwith-
standing that the only time terrorists
attacked the Olympic Games was in
Munich in 1972, 40 years ago. All this
security, however, comes at a staggering
cost, not only in monetary terms - esti-
mates for security spending alone range
upwards of $1.5 billion - but also in
terms of violation or even suspension of
citizens rights. People have already been
warned that police are likely to overstep
the bounds when it comes to stopping
and searching residents and visitors and
they shouldn't complain about it.

In fact, a British member of
Parliament, Patrick Mercer, put it this
way, speaking particularly about the

apartment-top missile bases: "The
national good is more important than
the inconvenience these individuals will
suffer for a few weeks."

That is not good enough by half. If a
nation's citizens - or even just some of
them - have to give up their rights in
order for a sports competition to be
held, then that competition should not
be allowed.

And, quite frankly, anyone who thinks
the Olympic Games are all about the
athletes should think again. The games
are all about the high-living autocrats
who make up the International
Olympic Committee and the mega-cor-
porations who derive uncounted bene-
fits from having a stranglehold on com-
mercial advertising. For example, within
a half-mile of the Olympic stadium, no
advertisements for Pepsi-Cola will be
allowed, because Coca-Cola is a major
sponsor. That means a Mom and Pop
convenience store within that zone will
have to take down any Pepsi signs they
might have. And that edict will be strict-
ly enforced.

All of this is nothing new. It has been
going on for years, most notably and
blatantly at the Atlanta Olympic
Games. But it seems to me that the ath-
letic events have become so overshad-
owed by every other aspect of this spec-
tacle that it is time the Olympic Games
went the way of the dodo.

Tell me, am I wrong?
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

   Ashley Armstrong   Ashley Armstrong   416.671.3249    asharmstrong676@hotmail.com 

~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning 
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies 

~Furniture and Finishes 
~Kitchen and Washroom Design 

  Interior Design Services 

Living Water
Sports Camp

August 13-17

8:30am - 4pm
Ages:6-12 yrs old

Soccer, Basketball, Ball Hockey
and many more great activities!

Cost: $95.
Download the registration form at
www.scriptureunion.ca/livingwater

or contact Barry Webster 905.852.2059

at Quaker Village P.S.

Am I Wrong?  column by Roger Varley

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison

COWGIRL “BOOT” CAMP
Love horses?

Always dreamed of being a Cowgirl?
Wanting to try something new? 

Cowgirl Boot Camp is a unique opportunity to share a comrade-
ship with women in a fun, safe environment, that is rare and

rewarding. The Cast Iron Ranch provides the setting for you to
find yourself, while getting lost in the atmosphere.

Spaces still available in our July and September 6 week Program
**** Reserve Your Space Today*********

* 6 Week Cowgirl Boot Camp for Ladies (Age 19yrs + )
1 day per wk Mon - Thurs 

(sessions start July 16 - 19 , Sept 10, 4-6 )
Learn to ride, rope, barrel race, pole bending, 

shooting off horseback and so much more……
For more information, programs dates, photos and testimonials;

Visit our website at www.cowgirlbootcamp.com or
Email: info@cowgirlbootcamp.com

6th Concession of Uxbridge, L9P 1R2,
(905) 852- 6976

THANK YOU
We wish to thank our dear and kind friends in Uxbridge, who so gen-

erously sent messages of sympathy and compassion during Gord’s ill-
ness and final days, and who honour his memory. Thank you, each
and every one, for the beautiful floral tributes, cards and condolences
during our sadness. We also wish to thank those who “travelled the
distance” to be with us. It meant so much to have you there.

We greatly appreciate the memorial gift given to the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital in Gord’s name, by the Council and staff of
Uxbridge Township.

We shall always treasure our Uxbridge memories, and our Uxbridge
friends will always hold a very special place in the hearts of the Gord
Davie family.
Sincerely, Marjorie Davie and Family
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

“Be joyful and sing as you
come in to worship the
Lord!”   - Psalms 100:2

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

www.biblesociety.ca

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

Licenced 
Electrical Contractor

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Uxbridge 416-346-8501
ESA #7007371 mnleber@aol.com

ALEC
LEASK

Earthmoving & Haulage
Excavating • Grading

Sand • Gravel • Limestone
Site Preparation • Trenching

Basements • Driveways
Septic Systems

905-852-7395

CHECK OUT OUR

NEW LINE OF

CHAIRS & BARSTOOLS

WE’RE YOUR

#1 INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances,
AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture,
pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machin-
ery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores, facto-
ries. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907.  8/30
FREE TO A GOOD HOME – COMPANION
HORSE: 13 year old Quarter horse gelding with
arthritis. Wonderful disposition – could be lightly
ridden. Call 905-852-4969. 7/12

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting (Int.-Ext.),
tiling, drywall, carpentry, trim, plumbing, odd jobs,
installation & repair.  905-852-1424.  7/26
D.J. PAVING:  Driveway preparation and
paving, repairs, parking lots, hot crack sealing,
skidster work. No job too small. Free estimates.
905-904-3769. 8/30
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and
overnight care, your house or ours, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only.  905-
852-4454.  8/2
CARPENTRY AND HANDYMAN SERVICES:
Quality Decks, Pergolas, Sheds and Fences. Home
Repairs and Renovations. Property Management.
Call Steve at Northwood Home Services for a free
estimate. 905-852-1750. 7/26
ADULT LEARNERS: I work with adults to
improve basic English reading, writing and math
skills. Fraser Education. 905-852-1145.  8/2

Wanted

WANTED: STANDING HAY FIELDS OR FARMABLE
LAND - ANY SIZE, ANYWHERE. 416-571-1081.
7/26
YOUTH TO WORK ON FARM for the summer.
Transportation a must. (905) 852-5568. 7/12
WORK FROM HOME Part time/casual office
assistant required for growing divorce consulting

business. Duties include bookkeeping, data entry,
blogging, newsletters etc. Knowledge of MS Word
and Quicken. $11.50/hr. Email resumes to
work@adoro.ca   7/12
AUDITIONS: Ryleepuss Productions for play
Discovering Elvis; call Mike Bridgeman for info at
905-852-1836. 7/12

For Sale

23 FT THUNDERCRAFT CABIN CRUISER -
1984, Almond Colour with Brown Canvas Cover.
350 Inboard Engine, Excellent Running Condition,
New Prop, Bathroom, Kitchenette with Cooler,
Stove and Sink. Sleeps 4, Teak Wood Deck, Full
Back Bench. Back Swim Platform with Ladder,
Front Bow Rider Plank. $5,900 or $7,900
includes Tandem Trailer. Please call Denis: 416-
895-8777.  7/12
MAKE YOUR DECK LOOK BEAUTIFUL! Our
Muskoka chairs are sanded and ready to stain or
paint, Chairs $60, footrests $20. Call 905-852-
4936.  7/26
SCOOTER - Pride 10, excellent shape, Cost
$3000, asking $1200. 905-852-7786. 7/12
1996 CHEVROLET K/V 10/1500 4 + cab 4x4.
270,000 kms, asking $2,000 as is or best offer,
call 705-228-8252 ask for Bob. 7/19
4 PIECE SOLID PINE OFFICE FURNITURE,
like new. 4 drawer desk, 29"x60.5"; cadenza,
19.5'x36"; filing cabinet, 36'x58.5"; small table,
19.5'x36". Glass tops on all pieces. Orig. $1500.
$750/BO. 905-852-5541. 7/12
TIRES: 4 summer passenger - good condition.
P195 65R15. $30 ea./bo. 905-852-5541. 7/12
HAY ELEVATOR, 20', great condition, $250 b/o.
Arm chair, solid construction, $30 b/o. 905-852-
5541. 7/12
TOWNHOUSE: Freshly renovated, 53 Adams
Court. 4 bathrooms, one car garage, AC, stainless
steel fridge/stove, central vac, washer/dryer.
Move in ready! Open house July 14 and 15, 1-4
p.m.  To view call Sabina, 905-852-4071.  7/12
ANTIQUES: Cherry dresser and mirrtor, $275.
“Hoosier” hutch, $550. Metal bistro table, 4
chairs, $50. 905-852-2078. 7/12
SPLIT RAILS, $4 each. Never-used custom-made
wheel chair, $200. Walker, $75 obo. 905-852-

6691.  7/19

For Rent

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR RENT:
Entire 2nd floor of The Dark Horse Antique Shop
in Sunderland. 1,000 sq ft. Totally renovated.
A/C, full kitchen, natural gas fireplace.
Gorgeous space. 705-357-3111 www.darkhors-
estudio.ca  8/2
TWO-BEDROOM BASEMENT APT.  Country
living, Ashburn-Brooklin area, modern apt., heat,
hydro, parking, sundeck all included. $800 mo.
Avail. immediately. In quiet senior’s home. 905-
655-3004.  7/19

Events

GARAGE SALE – Saturday, July 14th at 8 am
to 1 pm. Antiques, collectibles and art work. 32
Confederation Drive (Wooden Sticks), Uxbridge.
7/12
OPEN HOUSE THIS SUNDAY ( July 15) 1-4
pm. 87 Nelkydd Lane, Uxbridge (905)862-3479.
7/12
YARD SALE: 737 RR 13 Leaskdale, access by
Concession 6 or Lakeridge Road. Sat., July 14, 8
a.m.  Antiques, furniture, bicycles, plumbing, fix-
tures, much more. 7/12
MOVING SALE: Sat., July 14, 17 Jonathan St.,
8 am - 1 pm. Furniture, antiques, collectibles,
sports equipment.  7/12
MOVING SALE: Fri., July 13 and Sat., July 14,
10384 Ravenshoe Rd., Udora (east of store). Air
hockey table, asst. tools, hardware, saws, lawn &
gardening items, wicker bassinette, Christmas
stuff, craft supplies, handmade purses, spoon col-
lection, WWF wrestling figures / magazines / col-
lectibles, utility trailer, 2010 Yamaha snowmobile,

tunnel cover for F350 pickup, and lots more! 7/12



Maud
Review
from page 7

One can definitely understand
where dear Anne's verbosity and
language came from, for Maud's
journals seem to have been writ-
ten in the same style. But her
writing itself, and the fame that
came with it, are rarely alluded
to in any of the stories that are
told. This is Maud outside of
Anne, Emily, Rilla - all of her
heroines are mere background
characters. But still the audience
will leave wanting to know more
- more about her and her desper-
ately passionate outlook on life.
More about her husband, who
was surely not a well man and
must have been incredibly diffi-
cult to live with. More about her
two sons, and what they went on
to do in life. More about the life
she lived both before and after
Leaskdale.

Uxbridge township residents
will be even more proud to claim
L.M. Montgomery as one of
their own once they see Maud of
Leaskdale, as they will feel more
intimately acquainted with the
woman the world knows as the
author of Anne of Green Gables.
She was, in fact, oh so much
more.

Maud of Leaskdale is being per-
formed every Thursday and
Saturday evening at 7:30 p.m.,
and on Sunday afternoons at 3
p.m., at Leaskdale church,
throughout the summer until

September 3. Tickets are $20,
and are available at Blue Heron
Books in Uxbridge, and at the
Leaskdale Country Store, or by
calling 905 904 0977.
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for Fiddler on the Roof at the Music Hall.

We’ll have the answer next week.  Photo by

Jennifer Carroll.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUR WEBSITE REGULARLY FOR ALL
THE LATEST SPECIALS - www.themeatmerchant.ca

Uxbridge Farmers' Market
Opening Day Sunday June 4th
Uxbridge Arena 9am-1pm

Come out
and enjoy
our 5th year 
of the 
Uxbridge
Farmers’ 
Market!

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves, 
Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables, Fruit, 
and much more.

We are always looking to expand the market
if you Make it, Bake it, or Grow it, you might 
be a perfect fit. Call Lisa Cooper 905-473-9867
for information.

Our 11th
season of
bringing

Uxbridge’s
best to

you!

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS THROUGH OCT. 7

WE’RE LOOKING FOR

A NEW LOGO!
Deadline for submissions extended to July 15...

bring your vision to us at the Market this Sunday.

Capture our mantra 
“Make it, bake it or grow it!”
The winner will receive $250 to spend 

at the 2012 Farmers Market season 
at any or all vendors. 

Heaven is filled with music now as Jeri
has gone to be with her husband, Lou.
Jeri will be deeply missed by her chil-
dren, Jeff (Sunju), Lance (Treena),
Jennifer (Antony), her grandchildren,
Alexa, Landon, Ben, Hannah, Isabel,
Jessie and Autumn.

Jeri's legacy of strength, fighting so
many illnesses for 32 years, has finally
given way to her rest.

Jeri performed as Jeri Jae Jordan,
singing in Toronto through the 50s and
60s, performing with many of the city's
top jazz musicians. She and Lou opened
Neveu Music Centre in Agincourt in the
late 60s and later,  the group of music
stores through Pickering and Uxbridge,
Encore Music. Her beauty, talent, charm
and tenacity will forever be remembered
by her family and friends.

Visitation to be held at Low and Low's
Funeral Home, Uxbridge, 12:00-2:00
pm, Sunday July 15th followed by a
funeral service at 2:00 pm.

JERI NEVEU
née
Harriet VandenBeek

January 15, 1936 -
July 10, 2012

During a ceremony on June 28 in Port Perry, Uxbridge-and-area residents received the
Queen's Jubilee Medal for their service to their community and the country. They included (l-
r) Ronnie Egan, Benjamin Voss, Sandra Will, Gerri Lynn O'Connor, Bob Kirvan, Kathy
Wasylenky, Donald Simmonds. MP Bev Oda and MPP John O'Toole made the presentations.
Photo by Ted Barris
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