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MARCHING TO THE BEAT OF THEIR OWN DRUMS - Members of Uxbridge's "Ladybeat Drum Circle" gathered with their  coordinator Anne Webb ( top centre) for a casual
evening session, Monday, in Elgin Park. Photo by Stuart Blower.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for August

Monday, August 12th 
COUNCIL   9:30 a.m.

Monday, August 12th
Public Planning Meeting
ZBA 2013-06 - Brooks Farms

7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

LAST CHANCE FOR

FALL SPECIAL EVENTS

FUNDING
ANY NEW EVENTS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR

SPECIAL EVENT FUNDING (UP TO $1,000)
TO ASSIST WITH ADVERTISING. 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BEFORE

JULY 31ST, 2013.
THE DEADLINE FOR 2014 EVENTS WILL BE

DECEMBER 31ST, 2013 AND

JUNE 30TH 2014.
THE APPLICATION CAN FOUND ON THE

TOWNSHIP WEBSITE UNDER

COMMUNITY EVENTS.
DON'T FORGET TO REGISTER YOU EVENT ON

OUR WEBSITE AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF

MANY FREE ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES.
WWW.TOWN.UXBRIDGE.ON.CA AND CLICK ON

“SUBMIT AN EVENT”

BE PART OF UXBRIDGE'S
HISTORY AND HELP US RE-NAME

THE KENNEDY HOUSE

PROPERTY.

VOTE TODAY AT

WWW.TOWN.UXBRIDGE.ON.CA

OR VISIT UXPOOL, 
1 PARKSIDE DRIVE, UXBRIDGE

AND FILL OUT A BALLOT.
CONTEST WILL RUN

JUNE 25TH - JULY 31ST.

•     UXBRIDGE ACTIVITY PARK

•     THE FIELDS OF UXBRIDGE

•     UXBRIDGE COMMONS

•     UXBRIDGE ATHLETIC AND

RECREATION COMMONS

(OR SHORT FORM “THE ARC)

FROM THE TAX
OFFICE...

2013 Final Property Tax Bills

All Residential, Managed Forest,
and Farmland Final Property Tax
Bills have been mailed. Payments
for these bills are due on the fol-
lowing due dates:
• the FIRST Tax Installment is due
and payable on Tuesday June 25,
2013.
• the SECOND Tax Installment is
due and payable on Wednesday
September 25, 2013.

Commercial, Industrial and Multi-
Residential Final Property Tax Bills
will be mailed the first week of
June.  Payments for these bills are
due on the following due dates:
• the FIRST Tax Installment is due
and payable on Monday July 15,
2013.
• the SECOND Tax Installment is
due and payable on Wednesday
September 25, 2013.

Penalty/interest charges will be
applied to installments not paid by
the due date at the rate of 1.25%
(or 15% per year) on the first day
of the following month and on the
first day of each calendar month
thereafter in which default contin-
ues. Failure to receive a Tax Notice
does not excuse the taxpayer from
responsibility for payment of taxes
nor liability for any penalty or inter-
est due to late payments.  The
penalty/interest charges cannot be
waived or reduced by the Tax
Department or Council for any rea-
son.

Tax payments can be made by the
following: In person by Interac,
Cheque or Cash, by Mail (Post-
dated cheques are accepted), tele-
phone & Internet banking, drop
box, or at most Banks.

If you did not receive your 2013
Final Tax Bill, please call the Tax
Department at 905-852-9181
X211.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2013
FINAL TAX BILL.  If a reprinted tax
bill or receipt is required, a fee of
$10.00 plus HST will apply.

Thank You
Tax Department

THEATRE FOR
EVERYONE!

Wednesday, July 31st, 2013
Uxbridge Historical Centre

(Museum)

7:00 p.m.

Come out and be a part of a play!  
Join the fun!

For more information 
contact the 

Uxbridge Historical Centre 
at 905-852-5854

Swim with the Best 
at Uxpool!

Register now for Summer
Swimming Lessons

Call 905-852-7831 
Free level assessments 

during Public Swims
(1 - 3 pm).

One week sessions available!

UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 20, 10 a.m.: Beads and Buttons
Children's Workshop (Pre-register, $15)

July 31, 7:30 p.m.: Theatre Night at the
Museum (in our historic Schoolhouse)

Aug. 10, 10 a.m.: Settler for a Day,
Children's Program (Pre-register, $10)

Aug 24 & 25: 42nd Annual Heritage
Days - The Good Olde Days!

Ongoing - New Exhibit! Freemasonry:
A History Hidden in Plain Sight

Tours of the museum's 10 heritage buildings
take place Wed. to Sunday & holidays from

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information about
our programs and events, please contact the

museum. We are always looking for more
volunteers! If you would like to help out at the

museum, please contact us.

7239 Concession Rd. 6
905-852-5854

www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com



It's possible that many
Uxbridgians have not noticed the
small sign outside Miranda
Lumley's home on Toronto Street
South that advertises her dress-
making business, a business that
resulted from a childhood passion.
Indeed, we at The Cosmos were
unaware until we learned that
Miranda has a theatre connection.
That was enough for us to invite
her to join us for a cup of coffee.

So, Miranda, how would you describe
yourself? A seamstress, a dress-maker, a
fashion designer or all three?
I consider myself a fashion designer
first. Stitches get the job done.
When a client comes to you, do they
generally have an idea of the design
they want or do you work with them
to arrive at a design?
Sometimes they see something in
the collection that they like and we
modify it for their own body type.   

Yesterday I had a woman in who
really just wants to cover herself.
She had kind of an idea but she
hadn't worn a dress in 20 years, so it
was a bit of a stretch.
Do customers sometimes come in with
wild and avant-garde ideas that sur-
prise you?
No, I wish they would. It would be
a little more interesting.

Do women who come in to have a
dress made specifically for them tend
to be more conservative in their tastes?
No, not conservative, but they want
a dress they can wear a long time.
It's not something they're just going
to wear once, hopefully.
Do women sometimes want a particu-
lar design in a material that does not
lend itself to the design?
Yes and I tell them. Most women
aren't knowledgeable in fabric and
have no idea what it will look like
once it's sewn up. So I let them
know, because I'm not going to
waste their time making something
that's not going to work.
In that case, would you steer them
away from the design or the fabric?
I don't know that I've come across
that too often. I had a woman last
year who loved one of my designs
and we chose some fabric and then
she phoned me up and said: "I've
had some fabric for about 10 years:
could I show it to you?" 
So I sewed it up in that instead and

it was great because she still loved
the fabric after 10 years.
Having a dress made obviously is not
the same as buying off the rack. What
price range do your dresses run?
Well, something really simple could
be $75, but if you want something
more formal and lined and every-

thing, it can go up to $350. But it
usually leans to about $200.
I assume women who come to have a
dress made are usually looking at a
specific occasion.
Yes, usually. Right now I'm doing a
mother of the bride. Lots of people
come because they're going to wed-
dings, but often they pick some-
thing right off the rack.
You have racks too?

Yes, I do. They're all my designs.
Sometimes they'll take one off the
rack and sometimes I have to make
it a different size and modify it.
How long have you had your business?
Since 1986. But I've been designing
since I was 12 years old, making my
own patterns out of newspaper and

trying to make it work. Of course, I
didn't have the knowledge to do it
but I muddled through.
Was that to make dresses for Barbie or
other dolls?
No, humans. I don't work in minia-
ture. When I was 12, I made a skirt,
but that was from a pattern. I
remember later I made a pink
jumpsuit with gold trim. I remem-
ber working really hard on the pat-
tern and trying to figure out arm-
holes and sleeves. It was not a sim-
ple thing.
Well, I've heard terms like cut on the
bias and darts. Did you self-teach
yourself those things?
Yes, I did, but then when I went to
Ryerson I had to unlearn all my bad
habits and learn proper sewing tech-
niques and pattern making and
draping and everything.
So if you went to Ryerson for this, you
must have made the decision to make
this your career at a very early age.
Yes, I did, and never wavered from
it, either. Kind of unusual at that
age, but I just loved it.
Have you any idea what led you in
this direction?
Well, both my parents did a lot of
work with their hands. My mom
painted and sewed and my dad built
boats and cars. Both sides of my
family are like that. So I think I

came to it
naturally. 
I remem-

ber the
reason I
s t a r t e d
designing
was because I didn't like the pat-
terns at the store and I wanted to
modify them or change them.
That's how I started.
When the big design houses come out
with their big showings every year,
most men, I think, are bewildered by
some of the strange and bizarre fash-
ions. What's that all about?
When you see stuff in the papers
that come from these fashion shows,
it is designed to do just that. It is
not designed to go on a rack in a
fashion store. They want to get the
publicity and then they tame it way
down for the stores. That's why they
do the wild shows. No one could
ever afford those clothes. 

Now, when I started in 1986, I
would do three collections a year. I
would sell them from Vancouver to
Montreal. I did that for about seven
years and one crash after another
just did me in. Stores would disap-
pear overnight, with my money and
my clothes, so eventually I did
whatever I wanted and didn't do the
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A Cup of Coffee... with Miranda Lumley by Roger Varley

Volunteers
Wanted

Want to make a difference
in the lives of hundreds of 

animals in Uxbridge-
Scugog?

Then get involved with the
New Animal Shelter for

Uxbridge-Scugog
We are looking for:

~Treasurer
~Bookkeeper

~Members for our 
Fundraising Committee

~Members for our 
Communications and 
Marketing Committee

If you are committed to the best
care and support for animals and
live in the Townships of Uxbridge

or Scugog, please email a
resume and cover letter to:

volunteers@animal-shelter.ca
by August  15, 2013

TH E TOWNSHIP O F UXBRIDGE

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24 

HOLIDAYS are coming…DAILY classes and fun
events will be offered EVERY day during July
and August for a nominal cost, as in PREVIOUS
years. GRADE for ALL PROGRAMS is as
ENTERING in 
SEPTEMBER 2013. For more info. call Pam or
Taylor at the library. Payment for ALL classes, in
person, by cash or cheque, at time of pre-registra-
tion.  SPACES LIMITED so SIGN-UP now !

WEEK 4:

~Mon., July 22: Grds. 3-6, 2-3:30 pm. 'Prediction
Predicament' How can we tell what the weather
will be? Learn to forecast with fortune-telling
insights!  Cost:  $4.00     
~Tues.,  July 23: Grds.Jk - Sk, 2-3:00 pm. 'Can you
dig it'? Discover more about dinosaurs - bend and
shape for an historic creature. Cost:  $3.50             
~Wed. July 24: Grds. 2-7, 2-3:30 pm. GO! … TD
SUMMER READING CLUB. FREE. Still time to
join and receive your passport, simply by SIGNING
UP until July 23.  Planned special 'GO' club meet-
ings are planned EVERY Wed., to share experi-
ences of places close to home, and those far away.
Come if you can on meeting days, but more impor-
tantly - keep on reading, from suggestions in the
booklet received when you register. Read to find
out something new, but also enjoy reading for
pleasure, at your own comfortable pace and read-
ing level! Literacy skills are maintained during the

holidays, with lots of fun along the way!  CNIB kit
available also.   
~Thurs., July 25; Grds. 1-2, 2-3:30 pm. 'A Howling
Good Time' Was the fairy tale wolf always really
bad?  Make a puppet and put on a show, then you
can decide!  Cost:  $4.00
~Thurs., July 25, Grds. 6-8; 6:30-8:30 pm. 'Make a
braided T-shirt' Fourth of our SE@TL (Senior
Elementary @ the library) programs for young
adults. Sign up in the adult department. 

TEEN SUMMER READING: A great time to catch
up on favourite authors and try new ones! See blog
posts from previous years, check out our website:
http://uxlib.com/teenreading or call Corrinne at 
905-852-9747.

HAVING A BLAST: While laughing and playing
games, comedian Jacquie Hermans will help kids
let go of those fears that hold them back, get past
worrying about what others think, and learn the
steps to take in order to deal with whatever life
throws them. Series of improvs to run AUGUST 12-
16; 10:00am-noon.  Cost:  $110.00/session, or
drop-in for $25.00/day. REGISTER at the
UXBRIDGE YOUTH CENTRE, 905-862-3456 or
www.lightnup.ca for more info. about Jacquie's pro-
grams.

SUMMER DAY CAMP: Aug. 19-23, 8:30am.-
4:30pm., Grds. 1-4. Camp includes creative activi-
ties, crafts, teamwork skills, laptop training, games
galore, and a swim at Uxpool.  Students bring
along their own lunch and snacks.  A great full week
camp experience!     
Cost:  $100.00/child, with early pick-up at 8:00am,
and later pick-up at 5:00pm available. (kids enter-
ing Grd. 5 welcome as well).

collections. So I just delivered
stuff to a few stores who were
really good at selling them.
And then I went into theatre.
And then a friend told me
about a store called The Little
Black Dress Shop, a store full
of just black dresses, including
bridesmaid's dresses that
could be worn again and again
and again.
The little black dress is an
important part of a woman's
wardrobe. Do enough women
have that little black dress?
I don't think so. People have
stopped wearing dresses. You
never see dresses in this town.
It's pants, pants, pants. I do it
too, but I think everyone
should have a dress they can
go to and feel great in that fits
well. And if you don't like
black, do it in red. It could
still be your little black dress.
You used to do three collections
every year. Don't you somehow
reach a point that you've done
this, done that?
Not really, because fabrics
always change and the fabric is
what speaks to me when I'm
designing.
So the fabric and the print
on the fabric can dictate the
design?
Sometimes, yes.
Okay, Miranda, you mentioned
theatre. What did you do in the-
atre?

...continued on page 6
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

What if it were us?

Letters to the Editor
For the past two months I have
been a patient at the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital. It was dur-
ing this time that I realized
how lucky we are to have this
facility.

The quality of care that I
received was out of this world.
The nurses seemed to work as

a team. They were fun, caring
and helpful. I witnessed com-
passion in two instances.

The kitchen staff provided
healthy, home-cooked meals
(real potatoes and gravy!). The
meals were delivered with a
cheery hello or a chat.
The cleaning staff and the vol-

unteer staff were very helpful
and chatty.

“The Rehab in Motion” - if it
wasn’t for the availability of
this service in our hospital,
God knows were my rehab

would have been. These gals
are very good at what they do.
Very supportive, caring group.

Being born and raised in
Uxbridge, it was like old home
week every time I ventured
into the halls.

Keep up the fight to save our
little “cottage”. I’m a recipient
of a community caring for a
neighbour.

“Go, Uxbridge, Go!!”

Jayne Taylor
Uxbridge

Well the kids are ready for
camp and are excited about
learning to canoe, swim and do
crafts along with their other
activities to keep them busy for
a week.

Also, camp would not be as
pleasant without the wonder-

fully donated sleeping bags
that were washed and cleaned
for the children by Washworx.

Again, Uxbridge has stepped
up and made sure the children
have a wonderful holiday.

Salvation Army would like to
thank the residents that donat-
ed the sleeping bags,
Washworx for all of their hard
work to make sure the bags
were perfect for the children,
the dedicated volunteers who
shop for the supplies needed to
enjoy camp – It has been
shown again that Uxbridge is a
caring community.

Bev Northeast
Chair

Salvation Army 
Uxbridge Unit

It’s been almost two weeks since a runaway train carrying 71 tanker cars full of crude oil derailed in
Lac-Mégantic, Quebec, exploded, and levelled much of the town. A small, unassuming town in the
Eastern Townships, Lac-Mégantic has been on the front page of newspapers worldwide, the anguish
and grief of its residents, as well as the pictures of its carnage, on display for all to see. Anyone with
a heart would empathize with this little town and its residents. Especially those of us in Uxbridge.
Especially if we play a game of What If.

What If Uxbridge was 10 kilometres downhill from a parked, unmanned train carrying flammable
contents? What if our town was placed in the same unfortunate situation as Lac-Mégantic was?

Our train tracks run right across one of our busiest streets, Brock Street West. It’s the lowest point
between two hills (Concession 6 to the west, Brock and Church to the east). Say the train got away and
came careening down the hill at 101 kilometres an hour (those trains are only supposed to go 16 kms
an hour) and derailed right there at the bottom of Brock Street West, and its toxic contents caught fire
and exploded. 

Reports say that three blocks were destroyed in Lac-Mégantic; simply blown away. What if that were
Uxbridge? H.H. Goode would be instantly vapourized. So would the former First Leaside site (not that
that would be a loss - one empty crater replaced by another). Jersey’s would perhaps be like the Musi-
Café in Lac-Mégantic - a hopping party headquarters one second, non-existent the next.

The devastation wouldn’t end there, though. The lovely shops all along the top end of the street -
Presents, Rutledge Jewellers, Brocks, Elemi Organics, On The Lamb - gone. Cinders. The post office -
gone. The bowling alley - gone. The maelstrom would continue down the hill. The library would be
engulfed in the flames, and not only the books and dvds and audio books would be lost, but any
archival information that has been painstakingly stored there over the years - gone. The Roxy would
be rendered a metal shell. All the businesses up to, and likely including, Frankie’s Ristorante would be
levelled. Gone. Two banks would disappear. People’s apartments - gone.  

The flames wouldn’t head just east, either. Uxbridge Public school would disappear. Doctor’s offices,
the municipal buildings - more town records and history - all would be levelled.

To the west, we would likely lose the arena, a hub of activity in this town year-round. The thought of
Uxbridge without its arena is like the thought of, well, Lac-Mégantic.

Unless the same grace that fell on Lac-Mégantic’s church and saved it from the blasts that occurred
mere metres away fell on us, Uxbridge would lose Trinity United, St. Paul’s Anglican, St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian, and the Uxbridge Baptist Churches.

The hospital might survive the blasts. Hard to predict how these things may go.
A river runs under the centre of downtown Uxbridge - it would be contaminated with the crude oil

from the spill, and water for hundreds of kilometres around would be rendered unsafe to drink.  
People who live on First Avenue would perhaps have their home intact, only to look across the road

to see only rubble and ashes, and maybe what’s left of the foundation of their neighbour’s house.
All this doesn’t take into account, of course, the people that would undoubtedly be present when this

(fake) disaster occurred. All the shop owners that you spoke to on the weekend when you were out
running errands. All the children at the school that could be playing outside during recess time. All the
business people that keep Uxbridge going on a daily basis would all be gone.
Nothing would be left, except for those who were fortunate enough to be outside that doomed three-

block radius. It’s difficult to imagine this incredible little town no longer here, and it’s even more dif-
ficult to imagine the time, effort, and money it would take to rebuild it. We can hope and pray that
we are never faced with that problem. 

Sometimes a game of What If can be scary and sobering. But a little perspective isn’t a bad thing,
and appreciating all you have around you is a wonderful thing. 

Small-town Ontario sends strength and prayers to the people of small-town Quebec.

UXBRIDGE RIBFEST IS BACK WITH A BANG!!

OUR SECOND YEAR AND WERE LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING EVERYONE FOR
A GREAT FAMILY CELEBRATION!!!

FEATURING GREAT MOUTH WATERING RIBS,CHICKEN AND PULLED PORK SAND-
WICHES, ALL THE FAMILY FUN OF A MIDWAY AND GREAT MUSIC ALL DAY LONG!

ON THE MAIN STAGE WE WILL BE FEATURING CONCERTS EACH NIGHT 
FROM SOME OF CANADA'S TOP ARTISTS!

LEAH DANIELS    BRETT KINGSWELL    ALLI WALKER AND 
ERIC PAUL FROM THE LITTLE WHITE LIES BAND  

ROBYN OTTOLINI    JULIEN KELLAND

FREE ADMISSION (WELL, A TOONIE DONATION FOR CHARITIES) 
NO PARKING FEE 

Gates open Friday at 5 p.m. to 11 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to11 p.m.,  
Sunday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Summer rite of passage

This week, summer settled in. The news isn't worth reading for a while. The back-
yard is halfway between being under some control and being taken over by weeds. Any songbirds that are coming,
have come. A lot of neighbours have disappeared to their cottages. I've slipped into a summer break like a pair of
favourite sandals. Then, the other day, my daughter dropped by.

“Taking two of the kids to summer swimming camp,” she told me.
“Yup. It's summer,” I sighed.
But then part of that phrase kind of settled on my brain. I thought about forests and lakes and cabins and mos-

quitoes and campfire songs. “Summer camp” brought back a whole backpack's worth of memories, some of them
innocent (the senior camp boys had smuggled in skin magazines), others physiological (getting sick on bags of
candy or green apples), still others psychological (being embarrassed because my mom had sewn my name on
every sheet, blanket and piece of clothing I'd brought to camp).

I think it was the summer of 1955 when a couple of the neighbour's sons - Roger and Bob Middleton (they were
neighbours yet again as adults in the Uxbridge area) - convinced their folks they should go to camp. And why did-
n't several of the other kids on the street come along? My folks consented and I joined the adventure from
Scarborough north into Muskoka, to “Camp Wa Yee Kwa Kana.” To this day I have no idea if the name stood for
anything but an insult to the local First Nations' names in that part of north-central Ontario. If so, I apologize. But
for years afterward, I cherished the T-shirt with that name on it like a red badge of courage. And courage was
indeed what I'd needed to get through summer camp.

The first hurdle to get over - albeit it didn't take long - was homesickness. I remember later committing all the
lyrics of Allan Sherman's 1963 hit song, “Hello Muddah. Hello Faddah,” to memory and laughing myself silly about
how afraid I'd been about leaving home for two weeks. However, as in the Sherman song, I discovered there was
so much to do at camp that I very soon forgot about Scarborough, my own bed and even my own Muddah and
Faddah. I was having so much fun horseback riding, making handcrafts and spending the rest of the day in the
water trying to master the basic skills to obtain a Red Cross tadpole certificate. The trick was to survive the Teutonic
demands of the swimming counsellors.

“Kick harder! Stroke faster!” they'd shout. Then when I could almost envision that Red Cross badge sewn on my
bathing suit, they'd blurt out, “No, no, no. More laps. Stay underwater another 15 seconds.”

Otherwise, the camp counsellors treated the campers with respect, unless they wanted to impress counsellors of
the opposite sex, or if they wanted us junior campers into our bunk beds and out of the way, so that they could
party at night. My recollection of our own cabin counsellor was that he was firm but fair, fun-loving but not funny,
and generally considerate of the fact we were kids there to have fun. The breakfast counsellor, however, was like
Mrs. Hitler. One morning, as I was about to wolf down a slice of toast loaded with strawberry jam, I heard her from
across the dining hall.

“Stop!” she screamed. “Where are your manners?” 
Then, she raked me over the coals for not slicing the toast in two before I devoured it.
“No toast for two days,” she told me was my punishment. 
I could have cried. I loved strawberry jam on toast.
Now, did I mention that this camp was co-ed? Of course, I recognized that right away, when I saw girls around the

dining tables, sharing the swimming lessons and at the campfire for singsongs each evening. But there were cer-
tain parts of the camp that were definitely NOT co-ed. And I discovered that by accident one day, when I took a dif-
ferent route from the beach back to my cabin by myself. As I ventured up the path, I realized it was uncharted ter-
ritory. That became clear when I heard reaction from inside one of the unfamiliar cabins along the path.

“It's a boy,” I heard a girl scream. “What's he doing here?”
The camp was co-ed, but not co-habited. I guess I had zoned out during that part of the reading of the camp rules

and didn't realize the girls' cabins were off-limits. Anyway, the shriek got me hoofing down that path as fast as my
little legs could carry me. Fortunately, nobody recognized me so I was spared punishment for that.

So, summer camp taught me lots of useless stuff about breakfast etiquette, recognizing boundaries and earning
badges. Fortunately, I didn't have the heart or the opportunity to tell my grandkids what to expect at camp. As with
every summer adventure, they'll have to learn for themselves.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

life in the big city
column by Whitney Ross-Barris  

A few weeks ago as I was waddling uncomfortably about the park just down the street, scarf-
ing down “beignets” (fancy Toronto Timbits) by the handful and scoping out my community’s beautiful little farmer’s market,
I ran into an old friend. Well… I suppose she’s more of a friendly acquaintance. When our first-borns were wee, she and I
had taken a local Mommy & Me music class together with our sons. She’s a pretty cool chick. She’s smart and driven (a work-
ing mom with a very important and demanding financial sector job), she’s fit and athletic (she has those skinny-toned Kelly
Rippa arms), she wears nice clothes (pressed, clean and cool but not too effortful, i.e. not a shrunken, second-hand Suzy Shier
t-shirt and maternity jeans complete with pureed peach stains), and she is genuinely a nice person.

On this sunny Sunday in June, there she was at the farmer’s market with her husband and son and I noticed her adorably
modest baby bump. “How delightful,” I thought to myself. “She’s pregnant too. Though she must be at least a month or so
behind me, she looks so small and comfortable.” We took in each other’s condition and exchanged knowing smiles.

“Congratulations! Expecting the second?” I blurted out. “Us too!” And I gestured vaguely to the nearby playground, where
my other half was chasing my two-year-old, who was eating handfuls of sand.
“When are you due?” I asked eagerly, hoping we’d get to trade eye-roll-worthy anecdotes about awful pregnancy symptoms.
“It’ll be in about two weeks actually,” she said with a smile. 
I nearly choked on my beignet, knowing I was still over two MONTHS from my own due date. What kind of unjust world do

we live in when this muscly, well-dressed, clever little woman gets to be teeny-weeny-pregnant and due in two weeks and I get
to roll my way around the neighbourhood like an 80-year-old, 500 pound sweaty orangutan with another ten weeks to go?!
I paused and for a moment and considered that she must be in intense discomfort, being so close to birth, recalling my own
constant practice contractions, back pain, insomnia… and a few other fabulous pregnancy symptoms I dare not mention in
polite company.

“Two weeks,” I said sympathetically. “God, you must just be wrecked and so uncomfortable.”
“No, not really,” she replied. “Though I admit, I’ve been having some rib pain in the last couple of weeks. But mostly I’m

feeling pretty well.”
It was all I could do to not spit-take my beignet and slap this poor woman in the face (with my non-beignet hand, of course.)

RIB PAIN?!!! Frickin’ RIB PAIN?!!! Are you kidding me? I swallowed the list of gory ailments I was compiling quickly in my
head to rebut the rib pain complaint.

“Oh. That… that must be terrible.”
“Nah, it’s not that bad. So, when are you due?” 
She smiled sweetly and cocked her head flinging her well-behaved blond hair to one side where it fell perfectly.
“Um. Well, there’s still a couple of months. And a half. To go. It’s not really important.” 
Awkward pause.
“Mm-kay, it was GREAT seeing you and really, congrats and best of luck with this one.” 
I awkwardly patted their toddler on his head and waddled away toward the playground as fast as my puffy knees would

carry me.
I found myself kind of mad at this blameless lady. Admittedly, I had – earlier in the day – cried while watching Shrek, so

maybe I wasn’t on my emotional/hormonal game, but why the seething hate? You see, it was a realization, for really-real,
that I maybe I was not like other pregnant ladies. So, who am I like? What do I do? What can I expect while I’m expecting,
dammit?!

The thing is, no pregnant lady is like another pregnant lady. Just as there are a trillion and one books written about how to
baby-whisper your newborn to sleep through the night or how to potty-train your three-month old, there are four times that
many websites and books written about what to expect...when you are indeed...expecting. And what’s more, not only is no
pregnant lady like another, but each pregnancy of each of those women is different from the last or from those yet to come.

My own “normal” consists of my son being born born ten weeks early. It was a terrifying journey, but he’s just fine now
thanks to a bit of luck and a nappy-load of modern medicine. He just turned two and he can read letters. Mostly just upper-
case letters and he thinks “I” is a one, but I’m letting that slide for now. This, my second pregnancy has been fraught with its
own challenges and ailments but the worst of it has been the overwhelming anxiety of not knowing if this one would come
early again or not. Unfortunately, no pregnancy book can tell me that.

So what can I do? First, I can remember all the millions of women in the world who’ve had far more challenging pregnan-
cies than I, and honour that. Second, I can find support in the community that I’ve chosen to surround me: my reassuring mid-
wives and doctor who’ve seen it all; other moms of preemies, who have gone on to have full-term babies; as well as my poor
husband who has not only been my soggy Kleenex when I’ve wept, afraid of what might come, but he’s also been my toddler
entertainer extraordinaire, keeping monster no. 1 busy while I conk out on the couch in a pile of pillows. I still read the books
and websites and see those happy-go-lucky third trimester divas in their stacked heels, but I’m learning to take it all with a
grain of salt. And beignets.

Sunday in the park with waddling Whit
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by Nancy Melcher

He's only 13 years old, but he fin-
ished in fourth place in his division
at the Ontario Special Olympic
Summer Games. 

Ahren Eickmeier was one of six
golfers from the Durham region par-
ticipating last weekend at Rolling
Hills Golf Course in Markham. He
competed against more than 70
other special needs golfers from
across the province, and was tied for
14th place at the end of the tourna-
ment. The fact that Ahren was the
youngest athlete at these games
speaks to his talent and determina-
tion during the two 9-hole rounds he
played on Friday and Saturday. 

Ahren has been playing golf for five
years. 
“My dad got me interested in it. It's

really fun to play.” 
He plays at Mill Run with

“Uxbridge Fairway Drivers”, a pro-
gram for golfers with special needs.
Their coach is Matt Savage. Ahren
also plays at Wyndance with his dad. 

Ontario police services are major
sponsors of the Special Olympics,
and there were chiefs of police from
jurisdictions all across the province
on hand to welcome the participants
and encourage them to do their best.
York Region Police were the hosts for
the 2013 Special Olympics. 

Police officers across Ontario have
embraced this cause, raising funds all
year to support the athletes and

coaches. In 2013, they were very suc-
cessful: the Summer Games were
fully funded by the police. In fact,
there was a surplus of $250,000,
which has been donated to the
Ontario Special Olympics to fund
other activities for their members.

Special Olympics Ontario is divid-
ed into 12 divisions, or Areas. Area
12 includes all of Durham Region,

but extends east to Napanee and
north to Peterborough and Lindsay.
Every athlete has to participate in
qualifying divisional events to be
considered for the Provincial
Summer Games. Those athletes that
are top finishers at divisional events
can advance to the provincial games. 

The opening ceremonies on
Thursday night saw all 700 athletes

and their coaches parade into the Ray
Twinney Recreation Complex in
Newmarket. Ahren and his team-
mates looked very sharp in white
shirts, black pants and yellow caps
and jackets. They all agreed that the
ceremony was, “Awesome!” For these
Summer Games the golfers and their
coaches stayed in the residences at
Seneca College Finch Campus. 

Area 12 had 62 athletes competing
at these Summer Games, assisted by
15 coaches and a team manager,
Rebecca Norton. 

“We have a great time. The partici-
pants like staying in our residence
area. They really enjoyed all the
activity at the Opening Ceremonies,
although a couple weren't too sure
about the flash-bangs in the police
skit. But it all turned out OK,”
Norton said. 

The Area 12 participants competed
in golf, soccer, rhythmic gymnastics,
and softball.

There were two Special Olympics
qualifying golf tournaments, held
last year, and Ahren played in both.
In the summer he played at
Pinestone Resort, in Haliburton, and
placed first. In September he played
at the second qualifier at Rolling
Hills, and also placed first. At the
time, the minimum age for participa-
tion in the Ontario Games was 16.
However, the organizers wanted to
open the Games to younger athletes,
and the minimum age was lowered to
13, enabling more youngsters like
Ahren to take part. 
The weather last week

was perfect for the
event: sunny and warm
with clear skies and a
gentle breeze. Sporting
their Area 12 team
colours of gold and
black, Ahren, his five
teammates and their
coaches stood out
among the rainbow of
jerseys from the other
teams: red, blue,
orange, maroon, black.
Looking relaxed, the
six young men headed
to the first tee with
smiles on their faces.

For Ahren, this was
his first Ontario
Special Olympics
Summer Games.
Usually a quiet lad, he
was full of energy, chat-
ting excitedly about all
he'd seen and done.  

This golf tournament
is a qualifier for the
National Special
Olympic Summer
Games to be held in
Vancouver in 2014.
Ahren hopes he'll be
able to go to those
games too. The Cosmos
wishes Ahren every
success. 

Starring Uxbridge Actress

Experience the life of Lucy Maud Montgomery during her first 15 years in Ontario
(1911-26), when she became a devoted mother, a world famous author, and the loyal 
wife of a Presbyterian minister. It was a time of simple joys and heart-rending tragedy,
brought to life through Montgomery's own powerful words.

Conceived and directed by Conrad Boyce

“My wife and I have had the privilege of witnessing the play written by Conrad and
acted, or I should say inhabited, so superbly by Jennifer Carroll. Lucy Maud
Montgomery really came alive for all of us who watched the play.”  
~ John Haines, Sunderland

"A moving, memorable show...how delightful to hear that Jennifer Carroll is coming
to repeat her terrific performance as Maud."  
~ Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston, Editors, LMM's Selected Journals

Playing June 20 - August 25

Jennifer Carroll as Maud

Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday matinées at 3:00 pm
Special Group performances available

Tickets $25, Seniors & Students $20
Available at Blue Heron Books, Leaskdale 
Country Store, Elemi Organics, through 
our website at lucymaudmontgomery.ca 
or at the door. Call 905-862-0808.

L.M.Montgomery is a trademark of the Heirs of L.M.Montgomery Inc.
and is used under licence of the LMMSO.

LOCAL GOLFER PLACES AT SPECIAL OLYMPIC SUMMER GAMES
Well, I stitched, which means I
sewed the costumes.

I started at Canadian Stage, then I
did the big shows for Mirvish, the
Canadian Opera Company, the
National Ballet and then the Young
People's Theatre.
You'll forgive me for a silly question,
but is stitching different from sewing?
No, it's just terms they use in the-
atre. Stitching in fashion is called
sewing. A pattern maker in theatre
is called a cutter. In the States, they
have different terminology. But
they all do the same thing.
You worked for all these major com-
panies: did you design costumes?
No, I just stitched.

At Young People's Theatre I
dressed, and then I was head of
wardrobe. During the run of a play,
I'm whipping around backstage
helping with changes: wigs, shoes,
whatever they need. 

As head of wardrobe, I hire the
group that are going to stitch and
cut, and work with the designer
and get all the fabric and then if
some fabric needs dying, I dye it. If
shoes need painting, I would paint
them: if hats need to be made, I
would do the hats. Whatever it
takes to get the job done.
Would you have liked to design cos-
tumes, especially for the opera and
ballet?
No, it's a totally different thing.
You've got to think about the crazy
bright lights and how the colours

change with all the lighting. And
they're only used for about six
weeks and then I'd take them to the
warehouse and hang them up for 10
years or whatever.
Did you prefer the opera company
with its heavy brocades or the ballet
with its tulle and such?
No, I really enjoyed Young
People's Theatre because I could do
such a variety of things, especially
when I was head of wardrobe. That
was using all my multiple facets.
Were you doing this theatre work at
the same time you were running your
business?
Yes, especially YPT. I've been work-
ing there since I moved to
Uxbridge.
I also did wigs for Cirque de Soleil.

I can't give too many details
because I'm sworn to secrecy.
When did you move to Uxbridge?
Four years ago. We were looking for
a house that wouldn't make us
house poor and my husband likes to
build a lot of stuff so he wanted a
garage and I spotted our house
online and fell in love with it. I used
to come here when Barb Pratt used
to have the Blue Heron Book Store
and I love the idea that it was an
artistic community. And we love
the trails and we ride our motorcy-
cles.
Well, Miranda, we're glad you're
here. Thank you.
Thank you.

...COFFEE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 



by Shelagh Damus

If there is one thing that successful
barbershop singer Dave Streeter wants
everyone to know, it is that the barber-
shop singing is for everyone.

“Ninety-nine percent of the groups
welcome people of all levels,” says
Streeter.

The Toronto Northern Lights
belongs to the other one percent. It
just won the International Barbershop
Chorus competition, against 28 other
choruses from around the world.
“We are a high level competitive cho-

rus, with members that drive in to
Toronto for weekly rehearsals from as
far away as Ottawa, Montreal, upstate
New York and Detroit.” 

There are 16 districts in the
Barbershop Harmony Society spread
across North America. Each district
has approximately 20 – 30 chapters.
The Toronto Northern Lights is one
chapter of the Ontario District, which
is the only all-Canadian district.   

“Other districts straddle the
Canada/US border,” says Streeter.
Streeter has been “singing all [his] life

in various forms.” 
After emigrating from England in

1973, Streeter and his wife joined the

Mendelssohn Choir. A visiting col-
league from Phoenix, Arizona who
was intent on visiting the
Scarborough chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society invited
Streeter along.

“I had never heard of Barbershop
groups before,” says Streeter. 
At the time he “thought Scarborough

was too far away.” He ended up join-
ing the Markham chapter and eventu-
ally directed it for six years. This was
followed by a stint with the more
competitive Megacity chorus. 

Streeter auditioned for the Toronto
Northern Lights in 2003, and it seems
to be a good fit. This was his 10th trip
to the International competition and
the first time it won.

“We have been close,” says Streeter.
In previous attempts they came sec-

ond five times, third twice, as well as
fourth and fifth before taking home
the big prize. The competitions are for
both Barbershop quartets and chorus-
es. 
“I belong to quartet too, but it is not

so competitive.”
The singing groups are judged on

three categories.  The first category is
singing. The judges are primarily lis-
tening, considering how well the
group sings; they are concerned with
how in tune the group is and their
articulation. 

The second category is music. These
judges consider the choice in music,
how well it conforms to the barber-
shop genre, and whether the group
“makes the most out of the opportuni-
ties that the arranger provides for you
in the arrangement.”

The third category is presentation.   
“These judges look as well as listen.”
The Toronto Northern Lights took a

risk in this category and it paid off.
Their comedic first number was
accented by costuming that saw this
group of 73 men dressed up as vegeta-
bles. 

“I was a potato,” says Streeter. 
They sang a series of parodies, from

“Lettuce Entertain You”, to the onion
section singing “Peelings.” The Veggie
Melody ended with “This is the
Dawning of the Age of Asparagus.” 

But it was their more serious second
selection that brought tears to the
audience’s eyes. 

If I Can Dream was a ballad that was
commissioned by Elvis Presley to hon-
our the I Have a Dream speech by
Martin Luther King. It was the perfect
pairing of a comedic first act that
showed the power of coming together,
followed by the serious ballad that
challenged the audience to be an agent
of change in this world. 

A message that bears repeating again
and again.

by Conrad Boyce

Monday’s announcement of the acquisi-
tion of Shoppers Drug Mart by Galen
Weston and his Loblaw supermarket
chain may have an impact on Uxbridge’s
retail landscape by later this year.

Weston and Shoppers chair Holger
Kluge said at a Toronto news conference
that they’ve shaken hands on a deal for
Loblaw to acquire Canada’s leading
drugstore chain for $12.4 billion.
Although Weston
needs no approval
since he owns
63% of Loblaw,
the Shoppers
shareholders must
approve the deal
by a two-thirds
vote at a meeting
scheduled for
September.
A joint release from the companies says,

“This strategic union will enhance the
companies' competitive positioning in
an evolving retail landscape, creating
new growth opportunities for sharehold-

ers, more and better choices for cus-
tomers, and greater convenience through
Shoppers Drug Mart's footprint in the
important and growing small-urban
store sector.”

The release also said, “Retaining its
name and brand, Shoppers Drug Mart
will operate as a separate division of
Loblaw and expand its product offerings
to include Loblaw's private label and
convenience food.”

Both chains have long been established
in Uxbridge, with
Zehrs, a Loblaw
brand, originally
located in the current
Staples plaza before
moving to its current
locale around the
turn of the century. 

Shoppers originally
occupied the main

floor of the 29 Toronto Street South
medical building (currently housing
another pharmacy, PharmaSave), before
moving next door to Vince’s Market in
2008.

In a crowded drugstore market
(including Rexall and Walmart as
well as Shoppers, Zehrs and
PharmaSave), Uxbridge con-
sumers are wondering if there’s
room in a small town like ours for
two owned by the same company.
Groceries currently occupy a large
proportion of the floor space at
the Uxbridge Shoppers, and if
those offerings expand even fur-
ther, how happy will Vince’s be,
which is part owner of the plaza
and is therefore Shoppers’ land-
lord?

“It’s business as usual,” Shoppers
corporate spokesperson Lana
Gorgas told the Cosmos Tuesday. 

“There are no plans to close any
of our current locations.”

That remains to be seen.
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This
Friday
at the
Foster

Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

For more
information call

Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Lots of fresh 
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Buy fresh, buy local!  Our 12th Season!

7:30 p.m.  9449 Concession 7 
Admission by Donation
JULY 19 - JANE LOEWEN

Jane has performed numerous times throughout the community,
and loves returning to the Foster to perform. She is looking for-
ward to singing some of her favourite Broadway tunes, as well as
other songs, this Friday, self-accompanied on piano and guitar.

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Brenda Marshall 
PhD, MEd, BSc 

Certified Thanatolgist 
Author 

 
(905) 852-7776 

brenda@solaciumgroup.ca 
www.solaciumgroup.ca 

 
Counselling & Coaching 
Grief, Loss & Transitions  

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service
and experience of Lisa Boyce in the
print industry, Sara looks forward to
continuing to serve our current and
future clients.  
Call us to help with all aspects of
your printing requirements.

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian

 (by appointment)

   Available

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Rick Callaghan

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

LOBLAW PURCHASE MEANS CHANGES TO SHOPPERS DRUG MART Barbershop chorus croons its way to the top



Thurs., July 18, 6:00 p.m. Jeff
Perera, Uxbridge Youth Centre.
Interactive multimedia discussion
about what it means to be a man in
2013. 905-862-3456

Thurs., July 18, Cruise In
Classic auto show. Entertainment by
UD Band. 6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge
Arena.

Fri, July 19, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods. 10+km, 2+hrs; Fast
pace and hilly. No dogs please. Meet
at parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2km south of Durham Rd. 21
at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161

Fri., July 19, Fridays at the
Foster  Jane Loewen, Vocals
7:30-8:30 p.m., Foster Memorial.
Admission by donation.

July 19 - 21,  Ribfest Elgin Park.
Good Eats and Entertainment. See
page 4 for details.

Sat, July 20, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike with some
hills. Join us for breakfast after the
hike. No dogs please. Meet at trail
entrance, west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

Sat., July 20, 10:00 a.m. - 1:30
p.m. Uxbridge Historical Centre
‘Beads and Buttons’ craft workshop
Ages 8 -12, $15

Sat., July 20, 10:00 p.m. - 1:00
a.m. Home Grown Hip Hop by
In-Divine Providence. Uxbridge
Music Hall. Tickets $15, at
www.IDP.com/show_listings.html or
905-473-7557

Sun., July 21, 2:30 p.m. Foster
Memorial Cemetary Decoration
Service, in the mausoleum. Rev.
Robert Kennedy and family from Port
Perry Presbyterian Church - guest
speaker/music. Everyone welcome.

Sun., July 21, 11:00 a.m. - 4:00
p.m. Treasured Chests cancer
fundraiser, Udora Community Hall.
Kids games, crafts, bouncy castle,
bbq, bake sale, silent auction.
C o n t a c t
treasuredchestsevent@gmail.com

Sun., July 21 Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m.
Michael Liew of Goodwood Baptist
Church, guest speaker. 905-649-
5158

Wed., July 24, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Glen Major Tract. 4+hr, 16+km,
Moderate to fast pace loop hike with
some hilly sections. Drop out at 8 km.

Lunch on trail. Meet at parking area
on east side or Conc. 6, 5.5 km south
of Durham 21. Contact: Russ Burton 
905-830-2862 

Thurs., July 25 Cruise In  Classic
auto show. Entertainment by Chris
Johnson, Karaoke. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.

Sat., July 27, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike. Meet at
trail entrance, west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862

Sun., July 28 Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m.
Reflections Choral Group. 905-649-
5158

Wed., July 31, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Glasgow Goodwood Tracts. Slow to
moderate 2.5 hr. loop hike. Well-man-
nered dogs welcome. Join us for lunch
afterwards. Meet at Glasgow parking
lot, just south of Webb Rd, 4 km south
of Hwy. 47. Contact: Brian & Wilma
Millage 905-853-2407 

Thurs., Aug. 1, Cruise In  Classic
auto show. Entertainment by Global
Prank Band. 6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge
Arena.

Fri, Aug. 2, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Durham Forest. Fast pace 11+ km, 2+
hours. No dogs please. Meet at

Durham Forest parking area on the
east side of Conc. 7, 1 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161

Sat, Aug. 3, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike with some
hills. Join us for breakfast after the
hike. No dogs please. Meet at trail
entrance, west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 
905-477-2161

Sun., Aug. 4, Music Fest at
Reachview Gardens. 10:00 a.m.
- 11:00 a.m.  We welcome all ages
and all talents, be it singing, playing
an instrument, dancing or story-telling;
and our audience is very apprecia-
tive!  905-852-6487.

Sun., Aug. 4 Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m.
John McNeill of Forward Baptist
Church, guest speaker. 905-649-
5158

Freemasonry: A History Hidden
in Plain Sight, the new travelling
exhibit at the Uxbridge Historical
Centre, continues for the season. Tours
take place Wed. to Sun. and holidays
from 10am to 4pm. Regular tour rates
apply. Visit the website at
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com or
call the museum at 905-852-5854 for
more information.

Maud of Leaskdale  Acclaimed
one-woman play about Lucy Maud
Montgomery, Historic Leaskdale
Church. Playing all summer until Aug.
25.  See page 6 for box office details.

LMMSO Afternoon Tea - every
Wednesday from 1:00 p.m. - 3 p.m.,
July and August, www.lucymaudmont-
gomery.ca, or call 905-862-0808

July 3 – August 31, “Open
Doors” - St Paul's Anglican
Church. Free guided tours of this
beautiful local Church built by local
craftsmen in the 1880s. Wednesdays
and Saturdays, 1 – 3 p.m. Free cold
drinks.

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in Uxbridge Arena parking lot. 

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those
requiring assistance. All donations
are always appreciated. Tax receipts
are issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church
Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good summer clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d
like us to mention, please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-
852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

WHO’S TURNING 50?

THIS GUY, THAT’S WHO!
ON JULY 20TH, HE IS 

CELEBRATING THE BIG 5-0!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY,

KRIS!

The lazy days of summer are here and
lots of time for cheering on the baseball
players, playing tennis, volley ball, bas-
ketball and taking in a couple of Zumba
classes to finish off the week.

There is always something to do in the
township: head to Leaskdale to the LM
teas on Wednesday, or Fridays at the
Foster every Friday night, or check out
the Free Masonry display at the
Museum, or plan to attend the theatre
on July 31 at the  Historical Centre
(Museum) where you are the actor in a

play about Uxbridge.
And of course, our excellent

summer camps in the park to
keep the kids occupied all sum-
mer.

The Glen Major Church will be hold-
ing their summer services at 7:00 p.m.,
with July 21 featuring Pastor Michael
Liew, and on July 28, “Reflections” a
Gospel music group will perform.

The Glen Major Church is on Conc. 7
south of Durham 21- south of the junc-
tion of Chalk Lake road.
The Baptist Church holds their Sunday

Services at 11:00 a.m. Last week's
Vacation Bible School was very success-
ful, with the children having a wonderful

time singing, playing games, and learn-
ing stories from the Bible. More info can
be found at www.goodwoodbap-
tistchurch.com.

The Gospel Hall holds their Sunday
Services at 11:00 a.m. with Sunday
School and Bible reading. Everyone is
welcome to attend. More info
www.goodwood.gospelhall.com

The Salvation Army will be giving out
back-to-school supplies again this year,
so to register by Aug 21, please call 
905-852-0090.
If you need volunteer hours, please con-

sider volunteering at the Fridays at the
Foster concerts each Friday night, or reg-
ister to assist in setting up the Uxbridge

Fair in September, or doing a cleanup in
the park or volunteering on Aug 24  &
25 at the Heritage Days at the Historical
Centre (Museum). Call 905-640-3966

A huge thank you to those who show

their respect for the community and the
rural road residents by driving at the
speed limit, it is nice to know others
care.

Goodwood News
with Bev Northeast

“STINKY”
Missing from 63 Albert St., Uxbridge

She is timid and scared.  Last seen wearing a yellow bandana.

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION, CALL
647 999 9197   OR   905 666 4676

LOST DOG



by Maggie Sebon

Walking into the lobby at the
Uxbridge Music Hall, you can hear
the strains of an acoustic guitar
floating through the air. As you find
your seat, you notice a single man
sitting on what looks like scaffold-
ing high above the audience. Josh
Dion will entertain you with his
beautiful playing both before the
show and during the intermission. 
The set is glaringly black, with lots

of coloured graffiti covering the
backdrop and the stage itself.
Knowing that the story revolves
around two rival gangs, the Jets and
the Sharks, it's easy to notice that
each gang has been assigned a
colour on the set. This assignment
doesn't play through the produc-
tion at all, but it sets the tone nice-
ly for the adversity that is sure to
come. Tire marks, bits of newspaper
and ripped, dirty clothing hanging
off the stage complete the slum look
that characterized the early 1960s
world in which West Side Story
takes place. A slide just off to the
audience's right makes you wonder
just what acrobatics are in store.
Without divulging too much, it's
well-used!

At the back of
the auditori-
um, mini

black apartment buildings have
been erected that display the large
cast's headshots - nice to look at and
wander through during the break. 

The Sharks and The Jets hit the
stage after the prologue, and the
animosity between the two groups
is felt instantly. The Sharks are most
notable for their colourful
pantwear, while The Jets sport some
pretty spiffy hairstyles. Both teams
display lots of muscular arms - defi-
nitely nice to look at!

The Jets' leader, Riff, played by
Mitch Anderson, does a fair job as
the boss man. His accent is a little
unbelievable, and he needs to trust
that he can actually sing, but once
he has the support of his gang
behind him, together they present a
strong male chorus. 

Action, played by Graham
Kennedy, is a huge, imposing figure
on the stage, and exudes the persona
of one-with-whom-not-to-be-
messed. He does a great job of tap-
ping into the frustration and nerv-
ous energy that can fire up the rest
of the gang and lead them all into
battle pumped and ready to go.

The Sharks are a moving group.
It's not as easy to get to know their
names, aside from Bernardo, their

leader, played by Jordan Somers.
But they're great dancers, and great
fighters.
All the fight scenes throughout the

entire production were immaculate-
ly choreographed and superbly car-
ried out. The audience could be
heard gasping as a slap was deliv-
ered, or a punch thrown. The tosses
and tumbles were timed perfectly. It
isn't clear from the program who
choreographed the fights, but kudos
should go to whoever it was,
because it's brilliantly done.

Both groups sport gorgeous young
women on their arms - the girls'
costumes are lovely, colourful, and
authentic, which is nice to see. You
want to spend time looking at each
and every one just to really take
them all in, and even try to choose a
favourite. The wigs occasionally
looked a little phony (or maybe
those girls were just supposed to
have bad hair), but Anita and
Anybody's wigs looked like they
were made for them.

For anyone who doesn't know the
West Side Story, it's essentially a
modern-day Romeo and Juliet.
Here, Romeo becomes Anton, or
Tony, played by Michael Johnson.   

Johnson totally looks like a Tony,
and fits the role well. His singing is
commendable, although he seemed
to be unsure of his mic or, like Riff,

unsure of himself. His timbre is rich
and deep, and his voice itself, while
slightly flat when belting, is work-
ing its way to being a beautiful
instrument. 

With regards to the mic, why any
of the actors had microphones is a
question - they either didn't work
half the time, or had to be synced
with the actor when levels got too
high or loud. It's a small enough
venue, they could have done with-
out.
Where Tony really shone was in his

relationship to Maria. Played by
Kimberly Ramon, Maria and Tony
quickly develop a real chemistry
between themselves that seems
impermeable to the rest of the cast.
In the two hours we see them, they
really do seem to be in love.
Kimberly has the voice of an angel,

and carried each song she sang per-
fectly. Her pitch never wavers, and
emotion, whether it be love, anger
or fright, is distinct and raw. She
and Tony look good together, and
their voices blend nicely.

Another voice that combines well
with Kimberly's is that of Anita,
played by Maddy Eddy. No stranger
to our stage, Maddy is really coming
into her own, portraying the sassy
Anita with sexy flirtiness that
almost gets naughty. Her edgy, jazz-
like voice is a perfect contrast to

Maria's pure, clear tones, and when
they sing A Boy Like That/I Have a
Love, it's too much to try and
choose which one to listen to, so
you sit back and let both voices just
wash over you.
Along with the singing is the danc-

ing, which, overall, is well-executed.
The choreographer, Shira Forsyth,
was ambitious with her dances, and
it is very easy to tell the trained
dancers from those who are not, but
everyone gets in there and does their
very best, so it's easy to watch every-
one mambo away.

Comic relief is provided by Glad
Hand (Dave Mutton) and
Producer/Jack of all Trades Mike
Bridgeman. Their appearances are
ever so brief, but they let the audi-
ence really have a chuckle after
some of the more heavy scenes have
been played, which is a nice release.
Ryleepuss Productions' version of
West Side Story is definitely worth
spending a summer evening
indoors. The hall wasn't too hot at
all, so that's no excuse. This group
of predominantly young, local tal-
ent has done an excellent job of
bringing some of the toughest, most
well-known Broadway shows to the
Music Hall. They have every reason
to be proud of the job they've done.
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

THANK YOU 
To all friends, family who visit-
ed, phoned, sent cards, flow-
ers and provided me with lots
& lots of treats, and doggie
visits too! Most of all, love 

and support.
Kudos to the ENTIRE staff at
the Cottage Hospital - you

kept me sane!
You are the “bestest”!

Jayne Taylor

WEST SIDE STORY - A REVIEW

by Michelle McNally  

Making your way in the world of
music is a challenge of steep propor-
tions. Between the budgeting bur-
dens, marketing, brutal competition
and fights for the spotlight, musical
artists of all genres must find a way to
captivate an audience while shining
their individualism and own creativi-
ty. 

In towns as small and quaint as
Uxbridge, harboring years of Quaker
history and rural culture, 'fresh', bold
musicians defiantly make huge
impact as they bring some noise and
eccentricity to the various stages of
the community. This Sunday, July
20th, various local hip hop and rap
artists will take to the Music Hall as
guests of Home Grown Hip Hop, the
debut concert of In-Divine
Providence, starring long-time
Zephyr resident, Walter Draper. 

Alternatively known by his stage
name, WaltD, 22-year old Walter has
made it his passion to pursue the craft
of rapping. At the age of thirteen,
Eminem served as inspiration to the

rap vocation. With extra encourage-
ment from Immoral Technique and
Neck Curl, at 16, Walter's appetite
for fast lyrics and beat took off as he
starting rapping on the high-school
bus. By the age of 19, Walter found
himself in INEO Studios, located on
Main Street, along side his friend and
INEO producer, Brett Simonds.

“I remember hanging out and mess-
ing around in Brett's studio, and he
was like 'Whoa! This is amazing! You
have to make an album!' and that's
how I got started” recalls Walter.

Not long after his first stab at the
recording booth, Walter quickly had
his first album ready to rock and roll,
Life With Mary Jane. Although he
considers his first album to be 'fun',
overall, Walter's musical signature is a
combination of personal elements
and experiences.
“There are three things I rap about,”

explains Walter. “Dope, self-improve-
ment, and the nasty horrible things
that go on in my mind. In-Divine
Providence is a name that reflects my
conflict of personality, how I can
sometimes be a really nice guy and
other times, not so much; my contra-
dictory self. Life With Mary Jane
speaks about drug addiction, my
addiction as a young lad, and the
hope I felt as I got over that issue.”

Through his lyrics, Walter commu-
nicates the frustrations of youth; low-
income employment, self-indulgence

and the need for refuge from everyday
difficulties. On his journey to creat-
ing this album without the assistance
of a music contract, Walter has had
no shortage of road blocks, particular-
ly on the financial front.

“The hardest part of all of this has
been paying for it. I only have mini-
mum wage funding, and when you're
trying to do it yourself, it's a huge
challenge.”

Despite the expense, Walter is
already piecing together a potential
second album. With the launching of
In-Divine Providence, Uxbridge will
be introduced to new genre of talent,
and gain another perspective through
the musical senses. 
So what is the best advice Walter has

to offer for ambitious artists?

“You really have to want it. There is
a lot of butting of heads and pressure,
too, from people on you to be who
they want you to be. You have to be
willing to change people's minds. Go
to open mic's. Put yourself out there,
make a name for yourself and get
noticed!” 
There is plenty of opportunity in

town to get started in the musical
industry, it just a matter of knocking
on doors, shaking hands and taking
advantage of some home grown tal-
ent. 

Come out and support In-Divine
Providence and guests on July 20th at
the Uxbridge Music Hall, 10 p.m. to
1 a.m. Tickets sell for $15. Call 905-
473-7557 for details.

HOME GROWN TALENT THAT BREAKS THE MOLD

Bell, Alexander

Passed away on Wednesday, July 10, 2013, at the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital at the age of 83. Alexander, beloved husband to Marilyn.
Predeceased by his first wife, Florence. Dear father to Ian and Colin.
Cherished Grandfather to Linsey and the late Connor. Loving Stepfather to
Kathryn (Bruce) Valade of Conneticut, Lee Partyka of Idaho and Neil (Sheri)
Partyka, also of Idaho. Beloved Step-Grandfather to Kirsten, Emma, Amaris,
Elizabeth, Morgan, Warren and Ciera. Predeceased by his brother Harry.
Friends were received at the Low & Low Funeral Home in Uxbridge on Friday,
July 12, and a service celebrating Alexander’s life was held in the chapel on
Saturday, July 13. In Alexander’s memory, donations may be made to the
Heart & Stroke Foundation. To place an online condolence, please visit
www.lowandlow.ca



Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF
METAL OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD
OR NOT: Appliances, AC, microwaves,
batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fix-
tures, pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers,
farm machinery, ski doos, lawnmowers,
motorcycles, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR
SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out
sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories.
905-952-9844   8/8  

Services

D.J. PAVING Asphalt, repairs, driveway
sealing, crack sealing, gravel, landscap-
ing. Free estimates. 905-904-3769.  8/8

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY:
Custom Decks and Yard Structures,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Home
Improvements and Renovations.
Specializing in Custom Design Solutions.
Call Steve at Northwood Home Services
905-852-1750   8/29

DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Walks and home visits. www.hap-
pytrailshappytails.ca or call 905-862-
0522  8/1

MATURE DUTCH CLEANING LADY
with eye for detail and reliable car, seek-

ing clients in area. No job too tedious.
Excellent references upon request.
Weekly/bi-weekly or full clean for
resale. $22.50/hr. Pride shows in my
work. 905-852-5403   8/1

K9’S in KAHOOTS: Summer Session:
Start your puppy off on the right paw!
Puppy Starter Classes for puppies 10-18
weeks, Monday, July 22nd @ 7pm.
Beginner Obedience – 5 months &
older, Monday, July 22nd @ 8pm. Intro
to Agility for Fun!! Starts Thursday, July
25th @ 7pm. Please call for more
details. Call or email now to reserve a
spot or for more information.
info@k9sinkahoots.com , 6389 Main
Street, Stouffville, (905) 642-8289,
www.k9sinkahoots.com

PET CARE Day and overnight care, your
house or ours, no crates or kennels, rea-
sonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-
4454  8/29

Wanted

HORSE HAY, no rain. Please Call 905-
642-3922  7/25

For Sale

20 KW DIESEL GENERATOR, 3 cylin-
der. Great for farm or small business.
$3,500 o.b.o. 416-705-9993   7/18

TEAK WOOD SOFA & CHA IR
Scandanavian Design, Reupholstered,

slate blue shade. Mint condition. Sofa
approx. 83” long, chair 29” wide. 7/18

GMC Jimmy 2005: Manual, Blue
In Autotrader.ca search using the above
words. 4 X 4 - 90 kms Custom $8,000.
Or B.O. - Uxbridge, Taylor – 
416-460-7667   7/25

CLASSIC CAR: 1989 Cadillac, 4-door.
Excellent shape. $2,000 o.b.o.

For Rent

COUNTRY LIVING!
Single accomodation, 2-bedroom modern
apartment. All inclusive-heat, hydro,
washing, parking. $750/mo. 905-655-
3004   7/18

ZEPHYR COUNTRY - Large bedroom
with use of family home. Internet and
laundry facilities available. Vehicle
required. Available immediately.
$500/month. 905-473-7557.  7/18

Events

MOVING SALE, Saturday, July 20, 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. 16 Meadow’s End Cres.,
Uxbridge. Chairs, lamps, folding table,
misc. household items. RAIN OR SHINE
7/18
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“If you are tired from
carrying heavy burdens,
come to me and I will
give you rest.”   

- Matthew 11:28

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

CHECK OUT 
OUR NEW
WEBSITE

9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$25/week

Helping you be ready for life! 

Best 5 year GIC rate 

2.63 % 
(Subject to minimums) 

Effective July 15, 2013 
 

LIFE INSURANCE YOU 

 

We can Help you. 

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,  

(905) 852-3184   www.investsmart.ca  



Council angered by MPAC
"favouritism"

Members of council expressed anger
Monday at what some referred to as
"favouritism" in the way the
Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation (MPAC) assesses taxes
for gravel pits and golf courses.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
the way MPAC assesses gravel pits
and golf courses could cost the town-
ship as much as $500,000 in lost
taxes, while Councillor Gordon
Highet said that MPAC "cripples"
Uxbridge by taking away some of its
tax base.

The anger followed a presentation

by MPAC representatives Joe
Regina and Mike Porporo, who
told council that gravel pits are
assessed at the industrial rate
only on those parts of the prop-
erty where aggregate is actively
being removed. Other parts of
the property are assessed at lower

residential or farmland rates.
On golf courses, assessments are

made depending on, among other
things, the number of rounds of golf
played on the course. The two men
said there are more golf courses but
they are seeing declining use and this
is a leading contributor to changes in
the value of golf courses.

Mayor O'Connor asked a hypo-
thetical question: If a 100-acre gravel
pit, zoned as industrial, is only active-
ly extracting aggregate from 25 acres,
even though the other 75 acres con-
tains aggregate, how is the pit
assessed? Mr. Regina said the 25 acres
would be assessed at the industrial
rate and the remainder at residential

rate.
The mayor said she found that to be

"totally unacceptable."
"The same (provincial) government

is saying we can't grow (through the
Green Belt and Oak Ridges Moraine
Acts) and then they are hitting us like
this," she said. 

"There's a point where people can't
afford their taxes and lowering taxes
on gravel pits and golf courses and
putting it onto taxpayers is not fair."

Mr. Regina said MPAC did not ask
gravel pits and golf courses if they
wanted their taxes lowered.
"We just sought to make proper val-

uation of the lands," he said.
Councillor Pat Molloy said MPAC

is showing favouritism to the two
industries. Pointing out that golf
courses' assessments are based in part
on revenues, he said a pizza parlour
would not see its taxes reduced if its
sales were down.

Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
said no one is moving to help residen-

tial taxpayers who have to put up
with the noise, dust and damage to
roads caused by the gravel industry.
He also wondered if golf courses
could lower their taxes the way gravel
pits do by claiming naturalization
areas are not active parts of the
course.

Councillor Jacob Mantle was angry
that gravel pits are assessed according
to property use, while residences are
assessed on value. He said some hous-
es on the Oak Ridges Moraine are
restricted on uses - such as some
home businesses - by provincial envi-
ronmental legislation.

Firearms bylaw still in limbo

Despite a number of residents being
on hand for the discussion, council
once again decided to delay imple-
mentation of a firearms bylaw in
order to address the contentious issue
of expanded hours for Uxbridge
Shooting Sports.

Councillor Molloy moved that a
report by Chief Bylaw Officer Andre
Gratton be tabled and that the pro-
posed bylaw be deferred because the
issue of the shooting club was not
related to firearms regulation.

Mr. Gratton agreed with Mr.
Molloy that the extended hours of
operation of the shooting club could
be covered in the township's noise
bylaw or even by a new bylaw cover-
ing just the shooting club.

Mayor O'Connor asked the assem-
bled residents if any of them had any
concerns with the firearms bylaw out-
side the shooting club's hours. None
did.

Councillor Mantle opposed Mr.
Molloy's motion, saying council was
close to resolving the USS issue and
there was no point in delaying the
bylaw any longer. However, council
carried Mr. Molloy's motion and the
debate will continue at the next coun-
cil meeting in mid-August.
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our office

number, 905-852-1900, and correctly identify
the location of our photo, will receive a prize;
this week, it’s two tickets for West Side Story at
the Music Hall. Last week’s Viewpoints picture
was the top of the car wash sign on Main Street
North. Congratulations to Brenda Leach!

Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL OUR SPECIALS
www.themeatmerchant.ca

Summer Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix

Wholesale Prices  Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products  • Triple Mix

• Screenings    • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone  • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road    905-852-4974

Open to the Public - 
Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

The feature car at the Uxbridge Cruise in on Thursday evening was an award-winning 1959
Corvette 427 twin turbo, owned by the J.C. Kumer family of Uxbridge.      Photo by Rob Holtby.

HOURS
11 a.m.to 10 p.m.  

Mon-Sat and 
holidays

12 noon to 9 p.m. Sunday

11 Brock St. W.

290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

Even if you have had shoulder prob-
lems for months or years, and have
been told it is arthritis, there is a solu-
tion.

A new patient recently came in with
a chief complaint of right-sided shoul-
der pain of three years’ duration. It
was aggravated by lying on her right
side and disturbed her sleep. There
was a tingling sensation in her right
arm and hand. She had difficulty put-
ting her right hand behind her back
(to undo a bra strap for example) and
to reach up overhead.

Her symptoms are now gone.
How did I help her? First, a thor-

ough examination revealed that she
had rounded shoulders and a forward
head posture. This posture was
caused by stiffness in specif-
ic joints and muscles in her
upper back, neck and rib
cage. This forced her rotator
cuff muscles to overwork,

which led to painful trigger points.
These trigger points referred the pain
into the shoulder and arm, proving
that pain was NOT from osteoarthri-
tis.

Treatment was aimed at correcting
both the cause (improper posture,
stiffness) and the effect (painful trig-
ger points) using a procedure called
Pain Neutralization Technique.

In my 20 - year career I have been
able to help relieve shoulder pain and
numb arms for hundreds of people.
You deserve to be free of pain!
Call today and receive a no-charge
consultation.

Dr. John Clark
Chiropractor / Acupuncture Provider

SHOULDER PAIN? NUMB ARM?

by Roger Varley
Notes from the July 15
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL

IF IT IS NOT FFRREESSHH

IT IS NOT PPEERRFFEECCTT!!

Youngsters in Testa Heights have been without
a good slide in their playground since the
vandalism that destroyed the structure on
May 2nd. Estimates for the repairs ran
between $7,000 and $8,000.   

Local Canadian Tire owner Pat Higgins
stepped up, and between himself and the
store, donated $1,000. He also secured
$3,000 from Canadian Tire's corporate arm,
through their Community Emergency Fund.
These funds ($4,000) were donated to the
Township to help offset the cost to repair the
equipment.

Higgins explained, “It was unfortunate the
kids lost their playground through vandalism
- it wasn't their fault. It's very important to us
to be able to give back to our community.” 

The replacement materials have been
ordered, and are due to arrive soon. 

Ben Kester, Director of Pubic Works, said,
“The new equipment will be here soon and
should be installed by the end of July.” 
This is great news for all the youngsters wait-

ing to use the full playground. There will be
plenty of summer vacation left to enjoy the
new equipment just as soon as it's installed. 



Exciting things happening in
Leaskdale, the community just north
of Uxbridge, which Lucy Maud
Montgomery called home between
1911 and 1926. It was here that she
penned many of her famous Anne of
Green Gables novels. 

The hard-working committee has
worked wonders preparing the church
for many activities, as well as restoring
the manse to make it ready to greet the
large number of ‘Anne’ fans who want
to see where the famed author lived
and penned many of her world-famous
novels.

The latest project has been to restore
the garden that Lucy maintained at the
side of the church and, now that it’s
completed, they want to install a life-
size bronze statute of Lucy Maud in the
garden. This will not be your normal
statue, but rather a full-size bench with
a full-size Lucy Maud sitting at one
end and room for her fans to sit next to
her for a photo opportunity. Our
famed Uxbridge sculptor Wynn
Walters has been commissioned to pro-
duce the work of art, and told the audi-
ence it is the largest and most ambi-
tious art project commissioned in
Uxbridge. And believe me; it will be
beautiful when this famed sculptor
delivers the final product. No doubt in
my mind it will be very popular with
visiting Lucy fans.

But all of this does not come without
a huge cost, and that is where you and
I come in. The total cost will be
$60,000, and the society hopes to raise
half the costs through public donations
from ‘Anne’ fans, as well as residents
who are very supportive of what this

ambitious group of volunteers have
accomplished with the church and
manse to date.  

Kathy Wasylenky, president of the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society, said
she is confident half the funds will
come from grants from government
and various art organizations.

Interesting that Kate MacDonald, a
granddaughter of Lucy Maud, was in
attendance and, after singing the prais-
es of the fine work of the committee,
told the gathering that “knowing what
this society has accomplished over the
past 10 years, I have no doubt at all
that they will succeed in raising the
funds and bring this magnificent sculp-
ture of my grandmother to life.” 

We can all help make this happen by
donating. No donation is too small –
every little bit helps – so please give
Kathy Wasylenko a call at 905-852-
5287. This is a registered charity so tax
receipts can be issued. Sure hope they
can count on you.
-------------------------
We have such wonderful talented peo-
ple, young and old, among us, and
during the evening at the manse men-
tioned above, we were treated to an
excellent example of this. 

First of all 16-year-old twins Maggie
and Gareth Anderson, who have been
performing for many years, took to the
stage. Maggie is the singer (and an
actress) while brother Gareth plays just
about every instrument under the sun,
accompanied his sister on the piano.
They were sure crowd pleasers and held
the audience spellbound with their per-
formance. An added feature - they are
the grandchildren of sculptor Wynn

Walters.
Their perform-

ance was fol-
lowed by Sarah
Pollard, who
wowed the audi-
ence with her flute solos – not an easy
instrument, as any musician will tell
you. Sarah is a student of Lesley
Joosten and currently studies with
University of Toronto’s Peg Albrecht,
and last year took 1st place at the
Ontario Musical Festival. Always a
proud moment to see the very talented
people we have produced and encour-
aged in this area. Says so much for our
people and our quality of life.

And this weekend at the Ribfest we
have an opportunity to enjoy more of
that local talent when two of our local
female singers take to the stage in Elgin
Park. 

We have enjoyed Leah Daniels over
the years, and are pleased that Leah has
gone on to bigger things in the enter-
tainment business. And another
Uxbridge girl, a relative newcomer to
pursuing a professional career, Julien
Kelland, daughter of Mike and Kim
Kelland, will be on stage for our enjoy-
ment. Really looking forward to seeing
these two lovely young ladies perform.
---------------------
And speaking of Ribfest I was
impressed with the thoughtful move by
the organizers to name the Best Choice
Ribs Award after the late David Kasza.
David was very active in organizing
ribfests in Uxbridge and I feel it is a
class move by Steve Harrison, organiz-
er of the event, to recognize the hard
work and dedicated efforts of my

friend Dave. We sure miss him.
----------------------
Seems to me that not a day goes by
we aren’t hearing from some minori-
ty group complaining about long
entrenched Canadian customs and
demanding change. Customs that
don’t fit in with what they have been
accustomed to in their native lands,
and weak-kneed politicians, who see
a lot of votes staring them in the face,

insist that our customs be changed to
accommodate these newcomers. Most
Canadians are too nice to complain
about what is happening, and even
though they do not agree, they tiptoe
around this and watch as we change
our ways and customs to accommodate
those who were not born in this coun-
try but are anxious to make Canada
home. Perhaps our politicians, instead
of worrying about being re-elected,
should make note of the following
proclamation that was delivered in a
1907 speech which rings as true today
as way back then…..

“In the first place, we should insist that
if the immigrant who comes here in good
faith becomes a Canadian and assimi-
lates himself to us, he shall be treated on
an exact equality with everyone else, for it
is an outrage to discriminate against any
such man because of creed, or birthplace,
or origin. But this is predicated upon the
person's becoming in every facet a
Canadian and nothing but a
Canadian...There can be no divided alle-
giance here. Any man who says he is a
Canadian, but something else also, isn't a
Canadian at all. We have room for but
one flag, the Canadian flag...And we
have room for but one sole loyalty and
that is a loyalty to the Canadian people.”

Sir Wilfrid Laurier
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Youngsters in Testa Heights have
been without a god slide in their
playground since the vandalism
that destroyed the structure on
May 2nd. Estimates for the
repairs ran between $7,000 and
$8,000. Pat Higgins, our local
Canadian Tire owner, stepped up
and between himself and the local
store, donated $1,000. He also
secured $3,000 from Canadian
Tire's corporate arm, through
their Community Emergency
Fund. These funds ($4,000) were
donated to the Township to help
offset the cost to repair the equip-
ment. 

Higgins explained, “It was
unfortunate the kids lost their
playground through vandalism -
it wasn't their fault. It's very
important to us to be able to give
back to our community.” 

The replacement materials have
been ordered, and are due to
arrive soon. 

Ben Kester, Director of Pubic
Works, said, “The new equip-
ment will be here soon and
should be installed by the end of
July.” 

This is great news for all the
youngsters waiting to use the full
playground. There will be plenty
of summer vacation left to enjoy
the new equipment just as soon as
it's installed. 

TESTA PLAYGROUND

UPDATE


