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WHAT A MESS! - Manda Slater cooks up the ribs at Horn Dawgs for Ribfest this past weekend, in Elgin Park. Photo by John Cavers.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for August

Monday, August 12th 
COUNCIL   9:30 a.m.

Monday, August 12th
Public Planning Meeting
ZBA 2013-06 - Brooks Farms

7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

LAST CHANCE FOR

FALL SPECIAL EVENTS

FUNDING
ANY NEW EVENTS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR

SPECIAL EVENT FUNDING (UP TO $1,000)
TO ASSIST WITH ADVERTISING. 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BEFORE

JULY 31ST, 2013.
THE DEADLINE FOR 2014 EVENTS WILL BE

DECEMBER 31ST, 2013 AND

JUNE 30TH 2014.
THE APPLICATION CAN FOUND ON THE

TOWNSHIP WEBSITE UNDER

COMMUNITY EVENTS.
DON'T FORGET TO REGISTER YOU EVENT ON

OUR WEBSITE AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF

MANY FREE ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES.
WWW.TOWN.UXBRIDGE.ON.CA AND CLICK ON

“SUBMIT AN EVENT”

BE PART OF UXBRIDGE'S
HISTORY AND HELP US RE-NAME

THE KENNEDY HOUSE

PROPERTY.

VOTE TODAY AT

WWW.TOWN.UXBRIDGE.ON.CA

OR VISIT UXPOOL, 
1 PARKSIDE DRIVE, UXBRIDGE

AND FILL OUT A BALLOT.
CONTEST WILL RUN

JUNE 25TH - JULY 31ST.

•     UXBRIDGE ACTIVITY PARK

•     THE FIELDS OF UXBRIDGE

•     UXBRIDGE COMMONS

•     UXBRIDGE ATHLETIC AND

RECREATION COMMONS

(OR SHORT FORM “THE ARC)

THEATRE FOR
EVERYONE!

Wednesday, July 31st, 2013
Uxbridge Historical Centre

(Museum)

7:00 p.m.

Come out and be a part of a play!  
Join the fun!

For more information 
contact the 

Uxbridge Historical Centre 
at 905-852-5854

Swim with the Best 
at Uxpool!

Register now for Summer
Swimming Lessons

Call 905-852-7831 
Free level assessments 

during Public Swims
(1 - 3 pm).

One week sessions available!

UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 31, 7:30 p.m.: Theatre Night at the
Museum (in our historic Schoolhouse)

Aug. 10, 10 a.m.: Settler for a Day,
Children's Program (Pre-register, $10)

Aug 24 & 25: 42nd Annual Heritage
Days - The Good Olde Days!

Ongoing - New Exhibit! Freemasonry:
A History Hidden in Plain Sight

Tours of the museum's 10 heritage buildings
take place Wed. to Sunday & holidays from

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information about
our programs and events, please contact the

museum. We are always looking for more
volunteers! If you would like to help out at the

museum, please contact us.

7239 Concession Rd. 6
905-852-5854

www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com

UXBRIDGE ARENA
PRO SHOP

TENDER U13-31

Tenders for this three (3) year term are
available for pick up at the Municipal

Offices.

Tenders will be received until Friday,
August 2, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. 

by Debbie Leroux, Clerk

Request for Quotation
Lodge Hall Paint and

Restoration
Uxbridge Historical

Centre
Quote NO. Q13-09

Scope of Work: Paint the exterior
of the Lodge Hall in its existing

Heritage colours and replacement
of 25 deteriorating boards (to

match existing boards).

Quotes may be picked up at the
Municipal Office. Quotes will be

received until August 6th, at 
2:00 p.m. by Debbie Leroux, Clerk

Lowest or any quote not necessarily accepted

ROAD CLOSURE 
INFORMATION

Rogers TV is coming to town
to film a show about 

≥shopping in Uxbridge!

When: Tuesday, July 30th

Where: Corner of Brock St.
and Church St. near Rutledge

Jewellers/Tin Cup Café.

The cameras and crew will be set-
ting up early that day and taping

will be between 11am-1pm. Church
Street will be temporarily closed on

Tuesday, July 30th, to 
accommodate the filming.

For access to the green P parking lot
on Church St., please use Mechanic
St. or enter via Toronto St. behind the

new Dollar Store



Why do so few of you care?

I start this column with an
admission: I am a news junkie!
Always have been, likely always
will be.

It started for me from an
extremely early age. My parents
had a morning and evening
newspaper delivered every day
and on Sundays we had three
newspapers delivered. I devoured
all of them.

That addiction to the news has
stayed with me, to the point
where I literally spend hours
every day reading news on the
Internet, news from around the
world and from a wide cross-sec-
tion of news outlets. But mostly
I focus on Canadian news and,
in particular, political news.

So, with that admission, I have
to realize that there are probably
few who match my enthusiasm
for reading news. Nevertheless, it
dismayed me - but didn't really
surprise me - to read in the
Vancouver Sun a couple of weeks
ago that a recent independent
survey showed 60 per cent of

Canadians had not discussed a
political or societal issue face-to-
face or over the phone even once
in the past 12 months.

Presumably, that means that if
you are in a group of 10 people,
six of them have not felt the need
in the last year to discuss climate
change, taxes, crime, education,
politics, health care, the environ-
ment, public transit or a host of
other subjects that touch on
everybody's lives. Nor have they
felt compelled to discuss the
provincial power plant scandal,
the upcoming Canada-China
investment pact, the current
negotiations on a Canada-
European Union free trade deal,
the Duffy affair or a host of other
scandals in Ottawa.

How can that possibly be? Are
60 per cent of Canadians so
unconcerned about the way their
tax dollars are spent, about deci-
sions that are made for them by
all levels of government and a
multitude of government agen-
cies, about the way their lives are
affected by faceless bodies sitting
in grey office buildings hundreds
of miles away, that they can't

even bring themselves to talk
about it?

Have we become so apathetic
about our communities - local,
provincial, federal and global -
that we are willing to hand the
running of them over to anyone
else just as long as we can follow
the on-going juvenile antics of
Justin Beiber or Lindsay Lohan?

When I was just 15, I was fully
aware of the Hungarian uprising
and the crisis in the Suez. At the
age of 20, I went to a hall in
Parkdale to listen to Tommy
Douglas and M.J. Caldwell talk-
ing about the new political party
they had formed: the New
Democratic Party. Find me a 20-
year-old these days who even
knows who Douglas and
Caldwell were!

This general apathy is itself a
social issue. It leads to low voter
turnouts at election time, to the
point where election officials
have to make it easier and easier
for people to vote: in some juris-
dictions, voters don't even have
to get off their asses. They just
vote on-line. 

Most don't bother going to

even one
c a n d i -
d a t e s '
meeting
at elec-
t i o n
time, one of the few times politi-
cians deign to make themselves
available to the public. And it has
been my experience that those
people who do go to the meet-
ings rarely hold the candidates -
particularly the incumbents - to
account. Few of the questions
from the public could be
described as being tough.

The Cosmos and the other com-
munity newspapers in town all
publish letters to the editor, but
it is rare to see one addressing a
major political issue.

It has been suggested that pol-
itics is not a subject for polite
conversation. In view of the
results of the above-mentioned
survey, I guess Canadians really
have earned their reputation as
being among the most polite
people in the world.

Tell me, am I wrong?
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Am I Wrong?  column by Roger Varley

Volunteers
Wanted

Want to make a difference
in the lives of hundreds of 

animals in Uxbridge-
Scugog?

Then get involved with the
New Animal Shelter for

Uxbridge-Scugog
We are looking for:

~Treasurer
~Bookkeeper

~Members for our 
Fundraising Committee

~Members for our 
Communications and 
Marketing Committee

If you are committed to the best
care and support for animals and
live in the Townships of Uxbridge

or Scugog, please email a
resume and cover letter to:

volunteers@animal-shelter.ca
by August  15, 2013

TH E TOWNSHIP O F UXBRIDGE

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24 

HOLIDAYS are here…COOL classes and fun
events will be offered EVERY day, for grade as
entering in September. For more information call
Pam or Taylor at the library. Payment for ALL pro-
grams, in person, by cash or cheque, at time of 
pre-registration.  SPACES LIMITED so SIGN-UP
now!

WEEK 5:

~Mon., July 29: Grds. 3-6, 2 - 3:30 p.m.
'Commotion in the Ocean' Look to the bottom of
the sea, do some experiments, and finish up with
a seawater float!  Cost:  $4.00.     
~Tue.,  July 30: Grds.Jk-Sk, 2 - 3:00 p.m. 'Arches
of Wonder' Let's try to catch a rainbow with colours
red, orange, green, blue, shining yellow, purple too!
Cost:  $3.50 
~Thur., Aug. 1:  Grds. 1-2, 2 - 3:30 p.m. “Rain, rain
go away” Big boots and big puddles - umbrellas
work well too on rainy days, as everyone will
find out! Cost:  $4.00                 
~Thur., Aug. 1: Grds. 6-8, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. SE@TL
(Senior Elementary @ the Library)  'Wii night' Can
you outlast in a danceoff? Cost: $2.00. 

BABYSITTER TRAINING: Wed. Aug. 7 & Thurs.
Aug. 8, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. both days. Canadian
Red Cross Course for students entering Grds. 6 &
up.  Basic first aid, some C.P.R., care and respon-
sibility for young children, or for kids just home on

their own. Certificate and guidebook to keep.
Snacks provided. Cost:  $75.00, spaces limited. 

HAVING A BLAST: While laughing and playing
games, comedian Jacquie Hermans will help kids
let go of those fears that hold them back, get past
worrying about what others think, and learn the
steps to take for dealing with whatever life throws
them. Series of improvs to run AUGUST 12-16;
10:00 a.m. - noon.  Cost:  $110.00/session, or drop-
in for $25.00/day.  REGISTER at the UXBRIDGE
YOUTH CENTRE, 905-862-3456 or 
www.lightnup.ca for more information about
Jacquie's programs.

SUMMER DAY CAMP: Aug. 19 - 23, 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m., Grds. 1-4. Camp includes creative activ-
ities, crafts, teamwork skills, laptop training, games
galore, and a swim at Uxpool. Students bring along
their own lunch and snacks.  A great full week camp
experience! Cost:  $100.00/child, with early pick-up
at 8:00 a.m., and later pick-up at 5:00 p.m. avail-
able. (kids entering Grd. 5 welcome as well)

RIDE

TO

REMEMBER
The earth will quake, the
trees will shake, on the 3rd
annual Ride to Remember,
to be held on Wednesday,
July 31st.   

Uxbridge is invited to par-
ticipate in the 4-5 hour sce-
nic motorcycle ride to honor
and remember Brent Foster,
who's life was taken by a car
crash all too soon.   

Riders will gather in the
Tim Horton's parking lot by
Canadian Tire for departure
at 12:00 p.m. A thank you
dinner and silent auction
will be hosted at Clem's
Restaurant in Uxbridge
afterwards. 
All donations and profits of

t-shirt sales will be given to
the Bereaved Families of
Ontario, a foundation that
assists families who are
grieving with advice and
moral support. 

This year, Ride to
Remember hopes to beat last
year's donation of $8600
with flying colours and
more participation. For
details and registration, con-
tact Donna at
ride.to.remember.brent@gm
ail.com

Zephyr
News
with Mary Dube
The motorcycle "Ride for the Moraine"
went ahead as planned in spite of the
rain, and was still a success because of
the added support of two local busi-
nesses, Zephyr Peat and Aunt B's
Cabin, both located on Ravenshoe
Road.

The Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust
is grateful for the monetary contribu-
tion from Zephyr Peat and the riders
received unique, hand-crafted prizes
from Aunt B's Cabin. Thank you.

A thank you is also in order regarding
the CMX (Canadian Motor Cross)
event in Zephyr last Sunday. The event
brought an exciting day of dirt bike rac-
ing to Zephyr and profits from the
event will be donated to the Zephyr
Community Association. My next
door neighbour was also delighted that
she didn't have to travel far to win sec-
ond prize in one of the races!
Zephyr United Church goers are gath-

ering together for one more Sunday in
July and then the church will be closed
through August. Come and enjoy the
special music on July 28 and fill your
heart with song to last until the next
church service on September 1st.

Friendly, summer-time baseball gath-
erings are in full swing for teens and
adults in Zephyr Park on Sunday
evenings at 7 p.m. The Zephyr
Missionary Church on the Hill, which
provides church services all summer
long, is sponsoring the games.
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

A royal ruckus

Letters to the Editor
Now that the billion dollar Mirabel
Airport boondoggle has finally been
admitted by everyone involved and
the airport was more or less closed,
our beloved politicians in Durham
Region and surrounding areas like
to make us believe that a Pickering
airport would be the best thing that
could ever happen to us people liv-
ing close to it.
The full truth is that all towns sur-

rounding the Pickering airport will
become a disaster area for everyone
who lives in them.   

Wind direction here is mainly
from the west or north-west.
Looking at the plan for the airport,
that is exactly the way the runways
have been laid out.

In simple words, it means that
most planes would take off right
over Stouffville and Uxbridge.

Holding patterns and traffic cir-
cuits are right over Markham,
Uxbridge, Oshawa and all the other
towns. No need to explain what
that would do to the people living
here in Uxbridge and surrounding
areas.

Wait till the first big passenger jet
roars over your head at one or six
a.m. in the morning.

From a pilot’s standpoint,
Pickering airport is a disaster wait-
ing to happen since the two interna-
tional airports would be to close
together, and the Pickering area is
known for the most foggy days in
the area.
Incoming flights would (depending
on wind directions), mostly be fly-
ing over people living in Ajax,
Whitby, Pickering and Uxbridge.

To make a long story short, life in
our small part of the world would
never be the same, thanks to our
elected politicians.
If ever there was a need for anyone

living in our areas to stop some-
thing before it is too late, the time is
now. Help to bring our seemingly

out of control politicians back to
what they should be doing, namely
helping to preserve our towns and
lifestyle and work to protect them.
Did anyone say that we have a traf-

fic problem now? Wait til they start
building the Pickering Airport, then
you will have a reason to say that we
have a problem. The biggest prob-
lem is if we wait to long with our
protests against an airport in
Pickering, it will be too late. Work
on it began a long, long time ago,
while we were asleep.

By the government’s own admis-
sion, Pearson Airport, with all its
new extensions and runways, is suf-
ficient for years and years to come.
So why is it that we would need
another Mirabel style white ele-
phant airport in our Durham
Region area on the best farmlands
around? There isn't a single good
reason for an airport in Pickering at
the moment and everyone who flies
knows that.

Isn’t it enough that our best farm-
lands disappear with an alarming
rate by putting subdivisions on it?
Do we really want some of our best
farmlands that we still have left,
paved over by an airport?

Take a drive around Pearson
Airport, is that what you would like
in your backyard?

If that airport should ever be built
the cost to every one of us living in
Durham Region will be astronomi-
cal. Think about that and start your
opposition to this monster now
before it's too late.
The thought of building an airport

in this area almost borders on the
criminal.

Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge

Re: Randy Rolston
Uxbridge has lost one her sons. 

He was born and raised here, as
was his family. He was a very quiet

man, but everyone knew him
because of his kind demeanour, his
laugh, and his willingness to help
you if you needed something. His
music was his life.

He picked up a guitar at an early
age and it spoke to him. He sat in
his bedroom listening to the radio
or old scratchy country records
and played along with them until
he learned all the words. He became
a human juke box - all you had to
say is "play something" and he
would. You would never know what
would come out of that guitar -
bluegrass, country, blues, or an
amalgamation of the three styles all
in one song. He played so many
back yard parties, front porches,
and jam sessions. Any one who ever
strummed a guitar for fun probably
had the pleasure of sitting in with
him. His generous catalogue of
songs was vast, so he knew some
song that you did and would start it
off. When he sang and played his
soul was happy, the look in his eye
was far away but the words rang out
strong and true. He may not have
been the best singer but it was hon-
est and from the heart. 

Growing up in the town, he
remembered everything. He was
like a pocket historian from the old
saw mill, the garbage dump in mid-
dle of town, to all the people and
where they lived. He knew where
they grew up and even who their
first sweetheart in high school was.   

He loved playing darts and was a
memebr of the Wedensday night
dart league at the legion for over 20
years. He always brought treats for
everyone and would walk around
and make sure everyone got a tasty
treat or a candy. 

He had a sarcastic wit, and was
always enamoured by red headed
females, which lead to his nickname 

...continued page 12

it’s been a little more than 24 hours since the Katherine, the Duchess of Cambridge, and her husband,
Prince William, welcomed a baby boy into their world. The joy they must be feeling. The heady antic-
ipation of a lifetime of adventure, of love, of sharing. The excitement, the newness of it all - there
really is nothing like it. It’s really too bad the rest of the world has to get involved.
Within hours of the baby’s birth, there were official announcements from the government of Ontario,

the government of Canada, we’re even sure the govenment of Uganda and Outer Mongolia must have
issued formal congratulations to the couple. Really, what country didn’t? And if there is one that did-
n’t, well, shame on them. 

It wasn’t even dinner time (here in Uxbridge) and the Royal Canadian Mint had already announced
that it was issuing a collectors coin set in honour of the royal birth, details to follow shortly. By dawn,
Canada’s national broadcasting house, the CBC, had a lovely red and gold sweeping graphic in place
on both the television and the online coverage. It almost, but not quite, outdid the flashy graphics CTV
had for the last Olympic games.  Books of congratulations are available for signing, both here in
Canada and at Canada House here in London. Landmarks like the CN Tower and the Parliament
Buildings were lit up in blue to celebrate. And we’re quite sure this is only the tip of the iceberg when
it comes to the royal hype surrounding the royal birth. Who has time to keep track of it all? It seems
such a royal hullabaloo, over a baby.

A regular, same as you and me and everyone else baby. Ten fingers, ten toes, no hair, cries a lot,
eats a lot, poops a lot baby. It’s doubtful whether the second coming of the Messiah would generate
as much media attention as this poor little soul has.

Is anyone thinking of him? Of how we are all shaping the destiny of his life by putting it under the
social microscope the second he is born? Are we all willing to take responsibility for how this constant,
unbearable scrutiny is going to affect his life? What about his parents? William and Kate seem to be
lovely people - who wouldn’t want to have a playdate with them? What kind of parents can they pos-
sibly hope to be, however, with the world poised at their doorstep waiting to find out what Baby might
have eaten for lunch? They are surely filled with all the emotions mentioned at the top of this piece,
but what about the terror that surely lies deep inside them? Every parent wonders if he or she will be
good enough, will do a good enough job, will be there enough for their child, will get it all “right”.
Times that by a bazillion, when you have every tv camera in the western world, all the paparazzi you
can handle, and Facebook and YouTube and Twitter honed right in on you, watching your every move.
William and Kate had to give an impromptu press conference when they exited the hospital, for heav-
ens sake. Any new mother will tell you that looking fabulous, wearing heels and being nice to people
you don’t know may not be just the thing you want to do right after you’ve had a baby...

The royal birth is exciting, don’t get us wrong. Every birth is exciting. Not every birth gets
Westminster Abbey chimes and a 71-gun salute, mind you. (Wonder how those in London who don’t
have enough to eat feel about the money going towards all that pomp and splendour, tradition
aside...). 

It’s not a case of much ado about nothing, but rather a case of too much to do with something that
is none of our business, really. Why can’t we think that this little person was created out of the love
of two people, rather than as just the next heir to the throne? Haven’t we moved past those days when
that was all the royal women were used for (term meant literally) - produce an heir and a spare and
then the job’s done? It appears not, and it really is too bad. It’s a wonderful reason to celebrate, but
one has to wonder if all this isn’t a bit over the top. 

Does anyone remember what happened to the little tykes grandmother? Yes, Diana would be a
grandmother today. Unfortunately, she didn’t live to see today because the world wasn’t finished inter-
fering in her life, and may have inadvertently caused it to end too soon. 

Let the new little family be. Let him, whatever his name may be, grow up peacefully, enjoying a life
of freedom. All the money in the world can’t buy that, if you’re living under a microscope.



Summer days are short. And they get shorter every year. This revelation would be
particularly disturbing to my childhood neighbour, Mr. Harris. 

Old Mr. H would spend hectic summer days stapled to a lawn chair in his best Fruit-of-the-Looms, occasionally
sighing and lamenting, “There just aren’t enough hours in a day.” It became his catchphrase. I hadn’t realized
the length of time it took the earth to complete one revolution on its axis fell under the auspices of a collective
bargaining agreement. Or maybe the old guy was just plain loony. Whether curmudgeon or crackpot, Mr. H
would be relieved to know the number of hours in a day has not decreased at all. It’s merely that our percep-
tion of time has changed.

When you’re a kid, summers last forever. You could be bored, watch Leave it to Beaver, play baseball with the
boys, accidentally hit a line drive through the Harris’ kitchen window, run like a jackrabbit from Mrs. H and her
swinging broom, get bored again, dodge oncoming traffic on your bikes, blow the allowance on candy at the cor-
ner store, and get bored yet again all in the space between morning cartoons and bedtime. Different ball game
when you’re staring fifty in its grizzled mug. You go to bed one night around the end of June and you wake up
in August. Was July just a figment of my imagination? Did that week of warm, dry weather actually happen? As
I said, summers are oh so short. And with each passing year, scrounging a week or two of vacation time from a
hectic existence is like a quest for the Holy Grail.

We like to go camping on our vacations. But provincial parks fill up faster than senate positions after an elec-
tion win. So that means anticipating in February what you’ll be doing in July. When you’re at the mercy of cos-
mic forces, assuming the status quo for a period of five months requires a Brobdingnagian leap of faith. And this
year, the turn of each calendar page brought with it another wicked curve ball. By early June, it was obvious we
wouldn’t be loading the ark to go anywhere. Noah took 120 years to pack for his vacation. My wife can do it in
under three hours. But not this time, not this year. The thought of shoehorning a boatload of coolers and dry
goods and bikes into the minivan then uncrating the whole enchilada again and setting up the tent trailer after
a couple of hours on a busy highway sounded too much like root canal. At best, it had all the appeal of moving
day. This year we would follow a much simpler blueprint. Just chill on the home front, recharge, and maybe just
maybe spend some quality time together – just husband and wife. It would be The Great Staycation of 2013.

This version of holiday bliss is hardly original. An increasing number of tapped out merrymakers are staying
home rather than opting for the mobile variant of extreme relaxation. The term “staycation” has entered the
mainstream of pop culture: it was the Word of the Day on May 23, 2008 in something called the Urban
Dictionary. The entry appeared above an ad for “staycation mugs & shirts” which is itself the definition of the
world’s lamest souvenirs.

The first couple of days of the big chill were as advertised. I impersonated old man Harris minus the Fruit-of-
the-Looms (I apologize for any disturbing mental images this may cause. You’ll sleep better knowing I was wear-
ing shorts). Both of us were able to stay awake for long stretches though not always simultaneously. By the third
day we were making extended forays into the backyard, occasionally flopping into the pool like wounded seals.
It wasn’t exactly a revival of Participaction, but we were at least regaining some of our lost brain function.

And that’s when the First Law of Household Appliances kicked in. It is written that some vital piece of mechan-
ical equipment always cacks during a vacation or statutory holiday. On Day Four of our convalescence it rained.
On Day Five we discovered the sump pump had died – on Day Four. My basement was now one of the Great
Lakes. The next couple of days turned into a salvage operation. This supernatural disaster kicked off a tour of
local hardware stores in search of a new pump. The Fates eventually led us to Keswick: Gateway to Greater
Baldwin. It was in this mecca of unexpected solitude that we found a little corner of Eden. With a new pump and
the van piled high with half the store’s plumbing section we became the living embodiments of the old adage:
when the going gets tough, the tough stumble upon a cozy, new seafood restaurant. It seemed a bizarre sight:
a seafood restaurant sandwiched between a hardware store and an open field (I’d love to see that marketing
study). And yet how fitting; it’d be a theme dinner. We spent the next couple of hours free of wet basements
and the bouquet of mildew and the piles of sodden boxes. A peaceful isle in a turbulent sea. Just the two of us.
Quality time at last.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Township crown jewels

One spring weekend in 1967, I managed to convince several of my friends to
accompany me to the family's property in the country. The weather forecast promised to be sunny and warm. My
mom promised some of her renowned Greek cuisine. My dad said he'd allow us a few beers at the end of the
work day.

“Work day?” one of my friends, Michael Clancy, wondered.
“Yeah, just a bit of planting,” I said, “about two thousand evergreen trees.”
But by that time, my folks had comfortably locked my friends and me inside our family car en route to the 100-

acre farm north of Pontypool on the west side of Highway 35. I had also convinced an area farmer to cut fur-
rows (about six-feet apart) in the virgin sod on a hilltop at the farm. My plan was that my work crew and I would
plant twice as many Scotch pines and blue spruce trees in those furrows as I had the year before (1966) in an
adjacent field. I would thus become a big time Christmas tree farmer. 
Two days of labour, several of my mom's home-cooked meals and a few of those illegally dispensed beers later,

we had planted all 2,000 trees. While they complained a bit, Michael, Colin Kaiser and Allan Bourne had helped
me augment my Christmas tree plantation from 1,000 to 3,000 evergreens.

Now, around the same time - the mid-1960s - in that part of Ontario, many of the trees that lined those same
farm fields in southern and central Ontario, were elms. These were truly elegant deciduous trees. Massive trunks
with classically rough, ribbed bark rising in their maturity some 50, 60 and 70 feet to massive umbrella canopies
comprised of proportional bows and plenty of lush foliage. I describe them in this detail because many people
younger than 30 or 35 will never have seen such a thing. You see, Dutch elm disease - a fungus spread by bee-
tles - invaded Ontario in 1967 and killed up to 80 per cent of elms in the City of Toronto. Indeed, as I cultivated
my pine and spruce tree plantation at the farm, our elms began to die around it.

“Fiddling while Rome burns,” is the expression that comes to mind. 
If I had spent as much time investigating the potential to save those farm field elms as I did planting my ever-

green forest, I might have saved some of the mature trees as the young ones grew. I learned later there was a
treatment to save the elms. It was costly. It was painstaking. It was not always effective. But it was possible to
have saved some of those majestic giants. As evidence, by the time Dutch elm disease got to Manitoba in 1975,
the City of Winnipeg had launched a program to treat the trees. Today nearly 200,000 elms remain in that prairie
city. Albertans were even more aggressive and preservationist, as the province is disease free. In fact, when we
lived in Edmonton during the late 1970s and '80s, it was unbelievable to see so many disease-free elms.

“It's like a flashback to the farm,” I remember telling my family.
Now, I tell these stories as preface to my feeling of discomfort over Township Council's recent vote not to treat

about a dozen of the mature ash trees threatened by an approaching infestation of emerald ash borers in Elgin
Park. Unlike the Dutch elm disease plague of the 1960s, today there is treatment readily available to combat the
ash tree infestation. It's costly ($300 per tree per treatment); so was the anti-Dutch elm disease treatment.  Nor
is the $300 treatment a silver bullet. But I commend Coun. Jacob Mantle, who quite astutely pointed out that the
cost of chopping down the ash trees in Elgin tomorrow will likely eclipse what it might cost to inoculate them
today. 

For as long as I can remember - and we've lived in this community now more than a quarter century - people
have always raved about Uxbridge's unique tree canopy. In parks and along township streets and roads, we have
enjoyed, even bragged about how green this place is. It's one of our premier natural attractions. But with recent
dry years (as evidenced by dead zones atop some of our most picturesque park vistas) and limb losses in recent
ice storms, this additional threat to our tree canopy can't be taken lightly. Years ago I neglected the elms while
planting my evergreens. I never did chop down those evergreens for cash; they remain there yet. But maybe my
green-thumb effort missed the forest for the trees. 

This week, everybody's talking about the importance of royalty, respecting heritage and following traditions.
Once upon a time, the jewel in the crown of this community was quite literally its tree canopy. If citizens and elect-
ed representatives take that heritage too lightly, I think it would be like being disrespectful to royalty. A blight
not only on our skyline, but our reputation for respecting nature. 

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

ravenshoe ramblings
column by Roger Pires 

S U M M E R  F U N  S TA R T S  H E R E !

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 
Reg. $669.99
79-8283

15½ ft. Canoe

$39999ONLY
SAVE 40%

Varnished Canoe Paddles

$899ONLY
SAVE 50%

each 
& up

OUR 2-WEEK
CAMPING SALE
IS ON NOW!!!

Staycation



by Amy Hurlburt

As the deadline for applying as the
Uxbridge Fall Fair Ambassador
approaches, we at the Cosmos thought
it would be a great time to check in
with the incumbent ambassador,
Sylvia Megens, and get the lowdown
on what the position has to offer—
and what its applicants should have to
offer, as well.

Megens was interested in the
ambassador position long before she
was even old enough to apply for the
job: being born and raised in
Uxbridge, on a small beef farm north
of town, she had attended the
Uxbridge Fall Fair Ambassador con-
test since childhood.

“I attended the annual competition
every year as a spectator when it was
held at the Uxbridge Music Hall, and
it looked like so much fun! I have
always been a pretty outgoing individ-
ual with a lot of interest in public rela-
tions, so the speech competition and
impromptu questions were my
favourite to watch.”   

While it seemed like her childhood
dream might be a loss when the com-
petition was cancelled for several years
due to a lack of interest, the 2012 sea-
son was another story, as past ambas-
sadors offered to run the competition. 

“You bet my name was first on the
list,” Megens enthused. 

The Fall Fair Ambassador position
offers much more than the opportuni-
ty to get a sash and title.

“I love to get involved,” explains
Megens. “I have held the title as the
2008-2010 Durham Region Princess
of the Furrow, and as a 4-H Ontario
Ambassador in 2011. 4-H has been a

part of my life ever since I was able to
join at the age of 10. It taught me so
many valuable life skills, including
leadership, dedication, and responsi-
bility, to name a few.”

She is also genuinely passionate
about her love for Uxbridge.

“I love Uxbridge! All of it! Honestly,
I love the community we live in, the
friendly faces, the numerous commu-
nity events, the support the people in
this town give to one another 24/7
whether it be at a time of hurt, at a
time of need—or really at any time—
you can always count on the people of
Uxbridge to be there. I am so proud
to have the privilege of calling
Uxbridge my hometown.”

The position doesn’t come without
responsibilities, however.

“The number one responsibility of
being the Uxbridge Fall Fair
Ambassador is representing the Fair
and Community at every event I
attend” Megens explains.   

“The ambassador must be present at
the Fall Fair; eager and available to
volunteer in any way he or she can.
The Ambassador also attends a con-
vention in February held by the
OAAS (Ontario Association of
Agricultural Societies) - it’s a weekend
event attended by all of the ambassa-
dors from fairs across Ontario. The
Uxbridge Fall Fair Ambassador is
responsible for competing at the CNE
in August for the title as the CNE
Ambassador of the Fairs. For myself,
the competition is coming up August
16-18, 2013, and I am super excited!
I love that I have the responsibility of
representing my hometown. I get to
get involved within my community,
meet people from all across the

province, and I get to have fun doing
it!”

For those who are considering
applying for the position, Megens had
this to say:  

“Go for it! Don't even hesitate, if
you are from Uxbridge then I am sure
you attend the Fall Fair every
year…what better way to attend it
this year that as the Uxbridge Fall Fair

Ambassador! This is your opportunity
to be involved within the community,
bring your ideas forward, and form
new friendships over the next year
that will last a lifetime. I personally
attend school in Guelph for 8 out of
the 12 months of the year, and at first
I thought it would be really hard to
manage my time, but it turns out I
came home for most of the communi-

ty events anyways. This is a great way
to be proud to call Uxbridge your
hometown!”

Anyone aged 18-24 who thinks they
may be up to the challenge can find
more information in the Fair
Ambassador section under
Competitions and Contests on the
Uxbridge Fair Website:
http://www.uxbridgefair.ca 
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ARE YOU FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO

BUY SCHOOL SUPPLIES?
DO YOU NEED ASSISTANCE?

CALL SALVATION ARMY 905-852-0090
REGISTER FOR THE BACK TO SCHOOL

PROGRAM BY AUG 21
(NO LATE REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED)

BACK TO
SCHOOL

PROGRAM

Uxbridge Fall Fair seeks Ambassador for 2013



This is my first column following the
end of the Parliamentary session in
Ottawa in June. I have completed my
first session as the Member of
Parliament for Durham, and I continue
to appreciate the confidence my com-
munity has shown in me. I have
worked hard throughout this first ses-
sion to build an effective organization
here in our community, and have
worked hard to learn the ropes in
Ottawa, so that I can be an accountable
and effective MP for our area.
I will now be working out of our main

constituency office in Bowmanville,
with some time also devoted each week
to Uxbridge and Scugog. This will
include availability for in-person meet-
ings in our Uxbridge part-time office at
the Treehouse Business Centre. 
The next few months will allow me to

spend more quality time in the com-
munity and more time with my family,
especially our children Mollie and Jack.
Mollie is turning seven, and often likes
to come with me to events as my

“Special Assistant”, so you might see us
both soon!

Before Parliament ended the spring
sitting, I was proud that our govern-
ment was able to get some important
legislation passed. In particular, I was
glad we passed measures to combat
domestic terrorism and to criminalize
terrorist training and affiliations. The
Boston marathon bombing and foiled
plots in Canada show that we must
remain vigilant when it comes to public
safety.

We have also made changes to immi-
gration laws that will make it easier to
deport foreign criminals, and have
strengthened witness protection pro-
grams to help law enforcement fight
organized crime.

Our latest budget also kept a strong
focus on the Canadian economy and to
support the modest, but important,
growth we have seen in our economy. I
was particularly proud that our govern-
ment pledged record amounts to infra-
structure spending in the coming years,
and have indexed the sharing of gas tax
revenues with the municipalities to pro-
vide more assistance to the funding of
local infrastructure priorities.
One issue from the end of session that

generated considerable interest in
Uxbridge was the announcement by
Minister Flaherty regarding the
Pickering Lands. This issue has been a
contentious one from the time when
Prime Minister Trudeau expropriated
lands for an airport more than 40 years
ago. This issue is also unusual because
it is actually older than the MP that

now represents the community to the
north of the land holdings. Given the
importance of the issue, I attended one
of the public information sessions held
by Transport Canada and Parks Canada
to hear their presentations and to speak
with people and groups that attended.
The presentations were informative and
the people in attendance ran the spec-
trum from complete opposition to any
development of the lands to others that
want to see the lands generate jobs and
economic activity. All were passionate
and made respectful arguments for
their positions.

I think the announcement was posi-
tive for our area for a couple of reasons.
First, it rationalizes the land holdings
and actually limits the amount being
held for a future airport. When I was
running for office, many people were
critical of the vast amount of prime
land within southern Ontario expropri-
ated for an airport. Some believe that
some, or all, of the lands should be
transferred for farmland or for public
green space. The announcement by
Minister Flaherty does that. Five thou-
sand acres of the Pickering Lands will
be transferred to the new Rouge Urban
Park, which I think will complement
the incredible nearby system of trails
and green space found in Uxbridge
Township by running a vein of park-

land north from Rouge area along Lake
Ontario.

The second positive part of the
announcement is that it provides some
degree of certainty about the process for
the lands going forward. After the lands
for the Rouge are removed from the
holdings, the remainder of the lands
will be divided into two large parcels.
One area will be held for a possible air-
port that may be needed for southern
Ontario in the 2028-2037 timeframe.
The second area is now the subject of
public comment on the use of the
remaining lands with a focus on eco-
nomic development potential for the

region.
I invite

people to
s u b m i t
their com-
ments on
t h i s
announcement through the online por-
tal.

While this issue will remain one that
attracts both high emotion and diverse
opinion, I think the rationalization of
the vast land holdings and the dedica-
tion of a large portion to parklands for
the future is a step in the right direc-
tion.
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Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

For more
information call

Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Lots of fresh 
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Buy fresh, buy local!  Our 12th Season!

LAST WEEK FOR
GOLF CAMP

August 
12 to 16th

CIVIC HOLIDAY 
LONG WEEKEND SPECIAL

4 can play, including cart

Only $12000
+HST
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View from the Hill by Erin O’Toole, MP

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service
and experience of Lisa Boyce in the
print industry, Sara looks forward to
continuing to serve our current and
future clients.  
Call us to help with all aspects of
your printing requirements.

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

This
Friday
at the 
Foster

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation
July 26 - NANCY HALL

Nancy lives in Leaskdale and has sung at many local events, street festi-
vals, and has been a returning guest at the Foster Memorial over the past
14 years. Her debut in theatre was right here in Uxbridge as part of the cast
of Jesus Christ Superstar. Nancy plays guitar and sings in the musical style
of easy-listening, folk/light rock.

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284



A few years ago, Jeff Perera was walking
through the engineering department of
Ryerson University, when his attention
was  diverted to a poster taped to a win-
dow. The title 'Women In Engineering'
was shortened to 'Men In Engineering'
by a messy series of scratches someone
had applied with a pen. 

With  only 20% of the engineering
body female, Ryerson makes a solid effort
to inspire young women to join it's engi-
neering program. However, in the exam-
ple of the poster, the push for male dom-
inance and entitlement still exists.

In a slide show set on a stage in the
UxbridgeYouth Center last Thursday
evening, Jeff showed this poster to a
young and keen audi-
ence, and helped
them to decipher the
message it portrays.

“It could have been
just a joke, they could
have just been goof-
ing around, or they
could have meant it
seriously. Whatever
the intention of this
is, it doesn't really
matter, what matters
is the impact, how it makes you feel. This
poster now says 'This dream is not for
you'.”
Since 2004, Jeff Perera has been a mem-

ber of the White Ribbon Campaign, a
group that is internationally recognized
as the largest effort to re-shaping mas-
culinity and putting a stop to violence
against women. Jeff has traveled all across
Ontario and parts of Canada to engage
people in his workshop, Unpacking the
Man Box, with hopes to promote discus-
sion and awareness of the gender con-
flicts in our society. Last Thursday
evening, Jeff was invited down to the
Uxbridge Youth Center to create some
conversation on what it means to be a
man in 2013.

“We have this idea of a gender box that
we are pushed into, if you are a young
boy or a man, with ideas of who you can
be and what you can be. You have to be
tough and strong and have all of the
answers and don't back down, take it all.
If you're anything less than that, that's
outside of the box, you are considered

weak, soft, vulnerable. It's like if
we are raising a boy, some of us
like to carve out these ideas on
what it means to be a man, and

get rid of the things that are considered to
be feminine. If you are raising a girl, we
may discard or carve out things that boys

do. We raise a lot of
people to be half-
beings, with parts of
us missing.”

From an early age,
Jeff tried to compre-
hend the logic of
boys verses girls, but
could never quite
wrap his head
around it.

“I remember being
at an age were all of my male friends
would hide the fact that we watched
Strawberry Shortcake,” recalls Jeff. 

“The girls would talk about watching
G.I Joe or Transformers no problem, but
we had to hide this stuff.”

Into his adulthood and student life at
Ryseron, Jeff could not understand why
other guys would not attend White
Ribbon talks, or simply sit down and
speak about their personal problems or
inner feelings so easily. From a young age,
Jeff concluded that even before we were
born, choices were being made for us,
choices about how our gender would
reflect our behavior and perception,
choices of what we could or could not
talk about. 

“We could spend days talking about the
reality about women and girls here and
across the world, but it is important to
talk about how these pieces interact with
men as well,” explains Jeff. 

“As you see in my presentation, all of
these ideas about how gender plays into a
lot of problems that we as men are facing
around depression and anger. We don't

talk enough about the anger young men
are walking around with. These are
things I describe as the 'elephant in the
room'. I usually talk about how I'm an
elephant hunter, how I'm looking for the
elephants in the room to talk about the
conversations we're not having. So here's
the big question; how do you teach a guy
to be comfortable with his vulnerability?
How do you explain to a teenage boy that
it is alright to feel weak, to cry, to express
embarrassment or admit failure? How do
you keep discussion for feelings open,
coach on what it means to be a good
father and partner, encourage positive
male role models? We do not have all of
the answers for these questions, but with

the White Ribbon Campaign, through
communication, we may be able to dis-
cover a few. “

Stephine Mulhall, the Youth Wellness
Facilitator of the UYC who invited Jeff to
speak, explains, “I believe discussions like
these will make it clear that it is impor-
tant for boys to have positive men to look
up to, and be aware of how the media
effects this image for boys and girls.”
For twelve- year old Luke Nelson,as well

as others who attended Jeff ’s presenta-
tion, open talks like these, and getting
youth comfortable with opening up, is
the beginning of greater things to come,
“It's a good place to start, we should do
more of this stuff.”

Thurs., July 25 Cruise In  Classic
auto show. Entertainment by Chris
Johnson, Karaoke. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.

Fri., Sat., Sun., July 26-28,
Highland Games of Durham, at
Elgin Park. $15 admission. 1-888-253-
5552 for more information.

Sat., July 27, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike. Meet at trail
entrance, west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905-830-2862

Sun., July 28 Glen Major Church:
Summer Service, 7 p.m. Reflections
Choral Group. 905-649-5158

Wed., July 31, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Glasgow Goodwood Tracts. Slow to
moderate 2.5 hr. loop hike. Well-man-
nered dogs welcome. Join us for lunch
afterwards. Meet at Glasgow parking
lot, just south of Webb Rd, 4 km south
of Hwy. 47. Contact: Brian & Wilma
Millage 905-853-2407 

Thurs., Aug. 1, Cruise In  Classic
auto show. Entertainment by Global
Prank Band. 6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge
Arena.

Fri, Aug. 2, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Durham
Forest. Fast pace 11+ km, 2+ hours.

No dogs please. Meet at Durham
Forest parking area on the east side of
Conc. 7, 1 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

Fri., Aug. 2, 4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Greenbank United Church
Annual Beef BBQ. Adults-$20, Age
6-12 - $5, under 6 free. Take-out avail-
able. Rain or Shine. 905-985-8298 or
905-985-8559

Sat, Aug. 3, 7:00 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs, Moderate
pace loop hike with some hills. Join us
for breakfast after the hike. No dogs
please. Meet at trail entrance, west side
of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-
2161

Sun., Aug. 4, Music Fest at
Reachview Gardens. 10:00 a.m. -
11:00 a.m.  We welcome all ages and
all talents, be it singing, playing an
instrument, dancing or story-telling; and
our audience is very appreciative!
905-852-6487.

Sun., Aug. 4 Glen Major Church:
Summer Service, 7 p.m. John McNeill
of Forward Baptist Church, guest
speaker. 905-649-5158

Thurs., Aug. 8, Cruise In  Classic
auto show. Entertainment by Cyril
Way Band. 6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge
Arena.

Sat, Aug. 10, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace loop hike with some
hills. Meet at trail entrance, west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.

21. Contact:Russ Burton  905-830-
2862

Sun., Aug. 11, Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m.
Freedom Bound, Choral Group. 905-
649-5158

Sun., Aug. 11, 9:00 p.m. - 2 a.m.
Stars in their Multitudes at the
Foster Memorial. Watch the annual
meteor shower.
www.fostermemorial.com for more
info, or call 905-640-3966

Aug. 12-16, Uxbridge
Community Sports Camp,
8:30 a.m.– 4 p.m. Quaker Village PS 
Ages: 6-13, $105 per camper.
Download registration form at
www.scriptureunion.ca/uxbridge 
905-852-2059

Wed., Aug 14, 7:30 p.m. Growing
a Water Efficient Garden, Uxbidge
Horticultural Society. Uxbridge Senior’s
Centre. 905-985-6516

Thurs., Aug. 15, Cruise In  Classic
auto show. Entertainment by Nancy
Hall. 6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge Arena.

Fri., Aug. 16, 1:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Blood Donor Clinic. Uxbridge
Seniors’ Centre.

Sat., Aug. 17, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 4+km, 1+hrs,
Moderate pace. Join us for breakfast
afterwards. No dogs please. Meet at
trail entrance, west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

Sat., Aug. 17, Bethesda-Reach
Women’s Institute: Tour of Toronto’s
Spadina House. Tickets $25, space
is limited. 905-852-3925

Sun., Aug. 18, Glen Major
Church: Summer Service, 7 p.m. Jay
Hooper. 905-649-5158

Freemasonry: A History Hidden
in Plain Sight, the new travelling
exhibit at the Uxbridge Historical
Centre, continues for the season. Tours
take place Wed. to Sun. and holidays
from 10am to 4pm. Regular tour rates
apply. Visit the website at
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com or
call the museum at 905-852-5854 for
more information.

Maud of Leaskdale  Acclaimed
one-woman play about Lucy Maud
Montgomery, Historic Leaskdale
Church. Playing until Aug. 25. 

LMMSO Afternoon Tea - every
Wednesday from 1:00 p.m. - 3 p.m.,
July and August, www.lucymaudmont-
gomery.ca, or call 905-862-0808

July 3 – August 31, “Open
Doors” - St Paul's Anglican
Church. Free guided tours of this
beautiful local Church built by local
craftsmen in the 1880s. Wednesdays
and Saturdays, 1 – 3 p.m. Free cold
drinks.

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market  Every
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in
Uxbridge Arena parking lot. 

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those

requiring assistance. All donations are
always appreciated. Tax receipts are
issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in the Food
Bank Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to Friday
9 a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street accept-
ing good summer clothing. Proceeds to
Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d
like us to mention, please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

Thur sday,  Ju ly  25 th 20138The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

LOST DOG

“STINKY”
Missing from 63 Albert St., Uxbridge

She is timid and scared.  Last seen wearing a yellow bandana.

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION, CALL
647 999 9197   OR   905 666 4676

AN INVITATION

Please join the 
family of

Betty Dalrymple
for her

90th Birthday
Celebration

Sunday, July 28,
1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Uxbridge Seniors Centre
75 Marietta Dr.

Best Wishes Only

UNPACKING THE MAN BOX



It's called “Potluck” because everyone
involved is bringing something dif-
ferent to the gathering. 

This is the sixth exhibition of the
Uxbridge Art Collective (UAC) in
four years, and as mixed media artist
Lynn Bishop explained, “This time
it's a bit thrown together.” 
The UAC has shown their work pre-

viously in
Toronto, Aurora,
Sunderland, and
Whitby. Their
newest display is
at the Propeller
Centre for the
Visual Arts, at
984 Queen
Street West in
Toronto. 

Drawn from
the Uxbridge
Studio Tour, the members of the
UAC represent a wide variety of
media, styles, and techniques: sculp-
tors, painters, quilt-makers, gold-
smiths, photographers, blacksmiths,
potters, and those working with

mixed media. 
Bishop enthused, “This is a group of

strong artists. We were very pleased
how well the various pieces went
together when we hung the show”.  

The Collective was formed in 2009
to help Uxbridge area artists find a
wider audience for their work. 

As sculptor Francis Muscat said,
“We wanted to
expand our audi-
ence beyond the
studio tour, to go
outside our local
environment and
give our art more
exposure.” 

Bishop, who
works with
mixed media,
elaborated, “We
formed the

group to get out of our studios, to
exhibit our works in private galleries
in the GTA. I really enjoy the energy
and power that comes when we get
into the gallery space.” 

Another benefit of the UAC is, “to
expand the recognition of Uxbridge
as an intensive artistic place,” said
sculptor Wynn Walters. 

He believes our community is
becoming known as a focal point for
artistic endeavours for a much wider
audience.
“By getting our art into Toronto gal-

leries, we can show that the best of
Uxbridge art can stand equally beside
art from any area of the country.” 

Several UAC members also belong
to the Ontario Society of Artists
(OSA). It was through that connec-
tion that they decided to take this
summer's show to the Propeller
Centre. The Exhibit opens July 24th
and runs until August 4th. There is
an opening reception at the gallery
on Thursday July 25th from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m.. With over 60 different
pieces on display, it showcases some
of the very best of the visual arts from
the  Uxbridge area. It promises, like
every good potluck party, to have
something for everyone to enjoy.

There are two upcoming contests that
may be particularly noteworthy for the
creative types in Uxbridge.
The Fair Board is offering $150 to the

successful designer of a new logo, to be
used for the first time as of the 150th
anniversary of the Uxbridge Fall Fair in
2014, and unveiled at this year’s fair.
The contest, held by the Uxbridge-
Scott Agricultural Society, is intended
for any interested parties, regardless of
experience, age, background—profes-

sionals and amateurs alike. 
“The existing design is great, but it is

very complicated and from a distance,
the details are difficult to distinguish”
explains Georgina Ghadery, Secretary of
the Uxbridge-Scott Agricultural Society.

“We are looking for a new design,
which is distinctive and easily distin-
guishable from a distance on signs, ads,
etc.” 

For the new logo, the three criteria are
that it must have the name of the

Uxbridge Fall Fair, be relatively simple,
and must reflect the themes of agricul-
ture and community.

Entries will be accepted from August
1st to August 31st. 
In addition to this contest, there is also

a fair promotion contest, now in its sec-
ond year. For both contests, residential
dwellings and business displays can
exercise their creativity and have the
opportunity to win some cash and sup-
port the town. For further details on
contest rules, or information on the Fall
Fair, check http://www.uxbridgefair.ca.

Aah relief! What a pleasant break
from the hot weather last week.
We are relishing the cooler temper-
atures.
Our sincere sympathy is extended

to the family of the late Frank
Leppard, who passed away on July
11. A service of remembrance was
held at Low and Low Funeral
Home in Uxbridge last Saturday.

Heather and Steve Edwards and
family have returned home to
Coventry, England, after visiting
with their cousin, Christine Page,
for several weeks.

Road work on Durham Regional
1 through the village is now com-
plete. So once again, it is smooth
travelling.

Henry and Ruth Vos and family
of Vancouver spent some time

recently with Ruth's mother,
Evelyn Harrison, returning home
last Tuesday.

Vacation Bible Camp week at
St.Paul's Leaskdale had an atten-
dance this year of 297 campers,
with almost 200 youth and adult
volunteers and helpers. A sincere
thank you to everyone for a job
well done.
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society
luncheons are continuing each
Wednesday at 1:00 p.m. with pro-
gram to follow. 
On July 31, Red Hat Tea, and
Maud of Leaskdale play. Please
make reservations in advance
(905)862-0808.

Our condolences to the family of
the late Don Crosier of Lindsay.
His wife, Noreen (Ross) Crosier,
was formerly a Leaskdale girl. A
celebration of life was held on
Sunday at Low and Low Funeral
Home in Port Perry.

Golden days

As I’m sitting here, settling in to
work, my dog is lying on my feet. I
can’t imagine that the lumps under
her shoulder blades are extremely
pleasant, but this is her preferred
position, and any deviation will
upset her and encourage her to sit up
and breathe on my legs. In this heat,
and with her halitosis, I don’t want
to encourage that option. 

Mandy is an exceptionally active
sleeper. She snores and snuffles,
throwing in the occasional whimper
or pawing the air. I have no idea
what goes on in that little noggin’ of
hers, but it’s certainly intriguing and
occasionally makes for some good
entertainment. 

When she was a puppy, fourteen
years ago, I remember sitting in the
laundry room floor with her, picking
up this furry little body with the soft
feet and fur, the round little eyes,
and the poor bathroom habits. Since
that time, she has grown to be about
five times the size, and sheds quite a
bit of her blonde, fuzzy hair. She’s a
pretty typical golden retriever in
most ways.  

In her younger years, in her often
over-exuberant expression of her love
for life, she would crash-land all over
the place; often greeting glass doors
nose-first in her efforts to go explor-

ing the great beyond. She did most
of the typical dog things: rolling in
questionable substances, getting
overly friendly with less-friendly ani-
mals of the wild, and occasionally
eating food that wasn’t meant for her.
She’s older, and slightly senile now,
but even when she’s infuriating, with
her short-term memory loss and
insistence on eating multiple times a
day—or a recent insistence upon
chewing any chewable item left
within her reachable radius—she’s
still a wonderful companion.

I’m sure most animal lovers feel the
same way, but I’ve been taught a lot
through this old gal. She’s patient,
ridiculous, and forgives easily. She’s
been a hairy shoulder to cry on, and
she’s welcomed every new person
without reservation. She may be iffy
on thunderstorms or fireworks, but
she’s not afraid to care for people.
She’s managed to have sixteen chil-
dren and dealt with her own time of
sadness when she was left with an
empty nest again. Her emotions are
intriguing because they’re never spo-
ken, but it’s always pretty clear how
she’s feeling. Well, it appears to be,
anyway. I’ve never been able to con-
firm it with 100% accuracy.

Now that she’s an older puppy,
times have changed. Her gait may be
slower, her eyesight worse, and her
occasional collapse on the floor is
certainly sad to see, but she’s had a

life well-
lived. I’m
h o p e f u l
that she’s
got a cou-
ple more in
her, but at
her age it’s hard to say how much
longer she’ll have. Watching a much-
loved figure of childhood slowly age
isn’t fun for anyone, and I’m dread-
ing the day when it’ll be time for her
to say goodbye.

Mandy’s made it to a pretty good
age for a dog, so far. Fourteen years is
a long time. Her birthday was this
week, and while we didn’t make a
huge event of it, she didn’t seem to
mind. She’s content with lying in the
middle of the kitchen floor, to the
chagrin of anyone working there,
and to her delight whenever she hap-
pens to spy a morsel of human food
that we’ve overlooked. 

She’s a creature of simple pleasures:
pats on the back, a good scratch
behind the ears, and as much food as
she can find. She loves us, and some-
times it’s hard to say why, but she
does. I’m a big fan of her silly ways
and the contribution she is to the
family. So, here’s to Mandy. She’s still
living with nothing to prove, and
yet, proving all the same that there’s
some good in this world.
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Leaskdale News 
with Helen Harrison

Aiming High by Amy Hurlburt

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

In Loving Memory of
ROLSTON, Roy (Randy)

Suddenly on Friday, July  19, 2013, at the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital after a brief illness, Randy Rolston,
beloved son of Ken and predeceased by his loving
mother Marion. Brother of Ron (Donna), uncle of

Candace (Ryan) Pratt, and great-uncle of Sophie and
Calie. He will also be  sadly missed by his 

many aunts, uncles, and friends. 
Randy’s family would like to thank the staff at the

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital for their care and support.
Family and friends will be received at Low & Low

Funeral Home Uxbridge (23 Main Street S., Uxbridge,
905-852-3073) on Friday, July  26, 2013, from 10 a.m.

to 11 a.m. A memorial service to celebrate 
Randy’s life will be held in the chapel at 11 a.m. 

Reception to follow. 
In lieu of flowers  memorial donations may be made to
the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Foundation. Online con-

dolences may be made at www.lowandlow.ca

Fall Fair Contests offer Challenge for the Creative

UXBRIDGE ARTISTS HOST “POTLUCK”



Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL
OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT:
Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries,
propane tanks, any type of wire, BBQs, com-
puters, plumbing fixtures, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, ski
doos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc. NOTH-
ING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores,
factories. 905-952-9844   8/8  

Services

QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow
computer or worried you have a Virus? Need
backups or parts fixed? Call Kevin at
Alexander Computer Services. Three years
experience at a local computer shop. Mention
"cosmos" for a special deal. 416-629-6626 or
kevin@alexandercs.com   8/8

DAYCARE: Montessori mom (AMS June
2003) offering a nurturing daycare in my
home beginning Sept. 3 . Age 12 months - 4
yrs. old. Daily circles with music and begin-
ning French. Weekly themes and many
smiles. Daily progress reports home to par-
ents, receipts provided. Before and after
school to Joseph Gould PS. Hours 7:30 a.m.
-5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. Call Laura 905-
852-6452   8/8

D.J. PAVING Asphalt, repairs, driveway
sealing, crack sealing, gravel, landscaping.
Free estimates. 905-904-3769.  8/8

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen
Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos &
Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences &

Gates. Home Improvements and
Renovations. Specializing in Custom Design
Solutions. Call Steve at Northwood Home
Services 905-852-1750   8/29

DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Walks and home visits. www.happy-
trailshappytails.ca or call 905-862-0522
8/1

MATURE DUTCH CLEANING LADY with
eye for detail and reliable car, seeking clients
in area. No job too tedious. Excellent refer-
ences upon request. Weekly/bi-weekly or full
clean for resale. $22.50/hr. Pride shows in
my work. 905-852-5403   8/1

K9’S in KAHOOTS: Summer Session:
Start your puppy off on the right paw!
Puppy Starter Classes for puppies 10-18
weeks, Monday, July 22nd @ 7pm.
Beginner Obedience – 5 months & older,
Monday, July 22nd @ 8pm. Intro to Agility
for Fun!! Starts Thursday, July 25th @
7pm. Please call for more details. Call or
email now to reserve a spot or for more
information. info@k9sinkahoots.com ,
6389 Main Street, Stouffville, (905) 642-
8289, www.k9sinkahoots.com    7/25

PET CARE Day and overnight care, your
house or ours, no crates or kennels, reason-
able rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454
8/29

Wanted

ECE QUALIFIED EDUCATOR for 6 hours
on evening of August 24th.  Please respond
with 
qualifications & expectations, as well as any
inquires, to kp.dn.wedding@gmail.com 
Cell/text 647-220-6093   7/25

CAPTIANS BED, light wood colour prefere-
able, and relatively new twin-sized box
spring. 905-852-7768   7/25

HORSE HAY, no rain. Please Call 905-642-
3922  7/25

UXBRIDGE FALL FAIR seeking unique, tal-
ented performers for Sep. 6, 7, and 8. 905-
852-4655   7/25

For Sale
T E A K W O O D S O F A & C H A I R
Scandanavian Design, Reupholstered, slate
blue shade. Mint condition. Sofa approx. 83”
long, chair 29” wide. $425. 905-852-4676
7/25

GMC Jimmy 2005: Manual, Blue
In Autotrader.ca search using the above
words. 4 X 4 - 90 kms Custom $8,000. Or
B.O.  Uxbridge, Taylor –  416-460-7667
7/25

CLASSIC CAR: 1989 Cadillac, 4-door.
Excellent shape. $2,000 o.b.o. 7/25

Events

GARAGE/ESTATE SALE: July 27, 8 a.m. - 
1 p.m.  20 Ash Geen Lane, Uxbridge.
Antiques, costume jewellry, collectibles, china,
fish tank w/stand, rocking chair, old records
& books, steamer trunks, vintage cloting,
knick-knacks, and more!   7/25

GARAGE SALE: Fri., July 27, 12 - 4 p.m.,
Sat., July 28,  8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 112 Herrema
Blvd., Uxbridge. Luggage, chandelier, golf
clubs, crib, shelving.   7/25
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“Take the yoke I give you.
Put it on your shoulders and
learn from me. I am gentle
and humble, and you will
find rest.”

Matthew 11:29

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

CHECK OUT 
OUR NEW
WEBSITE

9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$25/week

Helping you be ready for life! 

Best 5 year GIC rate 

2.65 % 
(Subject to minimums) 

Effective July 22, 2013 
 

LIFE INSURANCE YOU 

 

We can Help you. 

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,  

(905) 852-3184   www.investsmart.ca  



Thank you to all
my friends and
patrons from
King Henry’s

Arms. It’s been a
pleasure serving
Uxbridge for the
last four years. 

Special thanks to:  Kim, Howie, Bill, Medium-
Wing Dave, James, Brian, Doug, Mark, Rick,
the Uxperience Gang, the Horsemen’s Club,
the Bike club, the Swimmers, my Thursday
night gang (Howard, Gary, Lori, Colin and
the Boys; Brian, Little Mama and Simon;

Jason, Carl, Steve, Donna & Scott, Stu, Jeff).
The Friday night gang (Guin John, Esb John,

RR John, and Bernie). Plus all the others I
can’t name here! Sorry for the short notice -

we were all surprised, but it was great 
while it lasted! 

Hopefully our paths will cross again.
Cheers,  Love Rusty Brown

by Bev Northeast

I have heard from another group who
are in need of volunteers to assist them
with keeping the history of Uxbridge
alive. This is the Historical Society of
Uxbridge, who give us the Heritage
Festival every year at the end of August
at the Museum grounds on the
Concession 6. 

As a life-long resident of Uxbridge, I
do appreciate hearing about the past
and the many interesting stories that are
told by our seniors. I also enjoy visiting
the Heritage Festival with my children
so they will also appreciate the work, the
struggles and the joys the pioneers had
in establishing our beautiful communi-
ty. 

You do not have to be a life-long resi-
dent to join the Historical Society of
Uxbridge, as everyone can contribute to
the Heritage Festival with new, creative

ideas for displays, activities, entertain-
ment, and the enjoyment of knowing
you are preserving an activity with a
living history displayed.

The letter this month from one of the
active volunteers shows how new experi-
ences have brought fun and new friends
to a new member of our community.

Thank you, Michelle, for making a
difference.

My name is Michelle Baker.
I moved to Goodwood from

Scarborough six years ago. A promise
I made to myself was 'when I moved
to a smaller community, I wanted to
get involved!' Not for any accolades
but to feel my efforts would make a
difference. 

My mother signed me up to be a
candy striper as a teenager and I
enjoyed it very much. That was
before mandatory volunteer hours

were necessary to graduate from high
school.

I knew I wanted to continue volun-
teering in the future. Reading the
local paper, I noticed all the events in
Uxbridge looking for volunteers.

I am now a member of the Cottage
Hospital Auxiliary on their Uxbridge
Run for the Diamond committee. on
the Foster Memorial committee, I
assist with the Salvation Army
Christmas campaign, and most
recently joined up with the team to
raise funds for the new Animal
Shelter.  In the process I have had so
much fun, new experiences and made
some amazing new friends that have
influenced my life in such a positive
way!
I love it! If anyone says volunteering
isn't fun, then they haven't volun-
teered in Uxbridge!!
What are you waiting for!
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways
and byways of Uxbridge Township?
The first person each week to call into

our office number, 905-852-1900, and
correctly identify the location of our photo,
will receive a prize; this week, it’s two tick-
ets for Maud at the Manse in Leaskdale.
Last week’s Viewpoints picture wasn’t
guessed. Hint: this one loves to splash
about!                                              
Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

WE ARE ALL THINGS KEBAB - CHICKEN, PORK, BEEF -
COME SEE US FOR ALL YOUR KEBABS!

Summer Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix

Wholesale Prices  Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products  • Triple Mix

• Screenings    • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone  • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road    905-852-4974

Open to the Public - 
Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m. The feature car at the Uxbridge Cruise in on Thursday evening was a"Replica 1927 British Invicta" regis-

tered as a 2013 home built, owned by Rick and Deb Huskisson of Newmarket.      Photo by Rob Holtby.

HOURS
11 a.m.to 10 p.m.  

Mon-Sat and 
holidays

12 noon to 9 p.m. Sunday

11 Brock St. W.

IF IT IS NOT FFRREESSHH

IT IS NOT PPEERRFFEECCTT!!

The Backbone of Uxbridge
by Shelagh Damus

The face of Brock St. will once again be
changing. 

Ginny van Veghel has made the diffi-
cult decision to close Elemi Organics.
The store was a delightful addition to
the Brock St. W. landscape when it
opened its doors four years ago. Since
then it has been a light that shines hope
on the entrepreneurial spirit of many.

“I have mixed emotions about closing
the store,” says van Veghel. 

She is grateful for the opportunity she
has had to share her passion for aro-
matherapy and her love for natural
products with the community of
Uxbridge. She acknowledges that the
closure was not an easy decision owing
to the fact that the store gave her “so
much more than what [she] had expect-
ed” when she open up the shop.

She is not leaving Uxbridge, nor is she
abandoning her entrepreneurial roots.   

“An opportunity presented itself and I
had to do it,” says van Veghel, who
remains somewhat vague about the
details of her plan to take her “friggin’
lip balm” to the next level. 

“A few key things need to get into
place and then all will be revealed,” says
van Veghel.

It is by closing the store that she feel
she will be most able to focus her ener-
gies and give that company the atten-
tion it needs in order to reach its full
potential. Loyal lip balm customers

need not fear dry lips – the lip balm will
be available at
www.frigginlipbalm.com, as well as at
other stores.

Elemi will close on July 31st, giving
the consumer time to stock up on some
favourite products and redeem any out-
standing gift certificates. Some of
Elemi’s most popular products, like
Sappho Cosmetics, Pangea Organics
and Kaia Naturals, are available at On
the Lamb; which is now both a fabulous
wool store and an eco-boutique. 

“It has been a great transition. I have
been able to direct my customers to On
the Lamb for many of their favourite
products,” says van Vehgel.

A year and a half ago, van Veghel par-
ticipated in a mock pitch to the finan-
cial gurus of the Dragons’ Den TV pro-
gram. It was an opportunity that was
not wasted on van Veghel. Her decision
to focus on the “friggin’ lip balm” is
“not linked to the Dragons’ Den but it
is a spin-off of the advice they gave” her.
Whether on the advice of the Dragons

or otherwise, van Veghel has factored in
a bit of downtime. The store will close
at the end of this month, and the frig-
gin’ lip balm company won’t start ramp-
ing up until the fall.
It is regrettable that another store front

will be vacant on the Brock St. land-
scape but there must be another entre-
preneur waiting in the wings with a
great idea in need of a spectacular space.

Elemi closes its doors

Blair McGlashan gets his Short Horn
cow “Alice” ready for showing at an
Ontario Short Horn Association junior
event this past Saturday in Leaskdale.

Right: Judge Jim Murray gives
Blair some tips on showmanship.
Blair came 1st in his division.

Photos by 
Lisha Van Nieuwenhove



by Nancy Melcher

It's huge, it's pretty, it's come from
another continent, it's spreading, and it's
deadly dangerous! 
Giant Hogweed, (Heracleum mantegazz-

ianum), looks like Queen Anne's Lace
pumped up on steroids. It can grow from
one to five meters tall. Imagine a flower
that's taller than an NBA basketball play-
er! The leaves are large and deeply cut
with coarse teeth, and can be over one
meter wide. 

Many Cosmos readers are familiar with
the roadside wildflower Queen Anne's
Lace. Growing up to a meter tall with
white umbrella-shaped flowers, it's a
common sight. It's also the plant from
which our ancestors grew carrots - the
foliage and root have a distinct carrot-y

aroma. 
Giant Hogweed is a completely different

plant. Native to the Caucasus Mountain
Region and Central Asia, it was brought
to Europe and North America as a botan-
ical curiosity in the 19th and 20th cen-
turies. Escaping from the gardens in
which it was planted, it spread rapidly.
It's most often found in riverbanks,
ditches and roadsides, and it's been con-
firmed in Uxbridge township since 2011. 

Contact with the weed's clear, watery
sap can be extremely dangerous, warns
Jeff Muzzi, Renfrew County's forestry

manager and weed inspector. 
“What it does to you is pretty ugly,” said

Mr. Muzzi. 
“It causes blisters. Large blisters and per-

manent scarring. What's left over looks

like a scar from a chemical burn or fire.” 
Even a tiny trace of sap applied to the

eye can singe the cornea, causing tempo-
rary or permanent blindness, he added. 

The sap, which is found in all parts of
the plant, bonds chemically with human
skin when exposed to sunlight. Within

48 hours the affected areas become
inflamed, with red colouring and
itching, weeping blisters and even-
tually dark brown scars. The chem-
icals in the sap, furocoumarins, are
carcinogenic and teratogenic,
meaning they can cause cancer and
birth defects. 
If this plant is found growing near-

by, extreme caution is necessary to
remove it. 

“If a person takes a weed-whacker to this
stuff, they get the sap all over,” Mr. Muzzi
said. 

He recommends homeowners wear a
Tyvek suit (the kind that hazardous mate-
rials handlers use), protective goggles,
rubber gloves - “the whole nine yards” to
remove it, he said, “which is really nice in
35-degree weather.” 

The Ontario Ministry of Agriculture
and Food cautions people to take care
when in the vicinity of this plant.   

“Giant Hogweed can be a serious health
hazard for humans. Its watery, clear sap

contains photosensitizing compounds
which, when in contact with human skin
and in combination with UV radiation,
can cause burning.” 
They continue, “Depending on individ-

ual sensitivity, effects can last for months
and skin can remain sensitive to UV light
for years.”

The Canadian Biodiversity Information
Facility states, “Giant hogweed contains
furocoumarins which make human skin
hypersensitive to sunlight, causing cellu-
lar damage at the surface. The lesions
often occur in a line where the person has
brushed aside the stems. The blisters can
be massive and irritating, and the brown
pigmentation may remain for years after
healing.”

If an individual does come in contact
with the sap of this terrible plant, there
are very few treatment options.
Immediate and thorough washing of any
affected skin with plenty of soap and
water is the best first step. Avoid exposure
to the sun, and seek medical treatment
promptly. 

Giant Hogweed has been found
throughout southern Ontario, and was
recently identified in Thornhill and
Markham. Property owners in the
Uxbridge area should be alert for signs of
the plant on their property, and take steps
to destroy it. The Ministry of Natural
Resources has an information sheet out-
lining the steps to take to eradicate this
noxious weed, which can be found at
www.web2.mnr.gov.on.ca/mnr/Biodivers
ity/Invasive_Species/Giant_Hogweed_Fa
ct_Sheet.pdf . 

Cosmos readers who think they've found
this invader can notify the Ministry of
Natural Resources “Invading Species
Hotline” at 1-800-563-7711, or these
websites: www.invadingspecies.ca or
www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca .
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of "radar" he could hunt down a red head in
a crowd of thousands. 
Unfortunately he put on his wings and was

called  him home on Friday. The town is less
one person now, it’s lost one more friendly
face, someone to wave and say hi too. I will
miss my friend, confidant, mentor, my gui-
tar playing partner. Everyone who knew
him has lost a small piece of their heart. 

Thank you, Randy, you were a wonderful
friend, a great guy and the town just won't
be the same with out you. The angels need-
ed a guitar player, someone who knew all
the words. The music has stopped being
played here, but somewhere else he’s doing
some toe tapping and putting a smile on a
face through his music because that is what
he always did best.

Dave Rolston
Uxbridge


