
by Roger Varley

Conrad Boyce, former editor
and publisher of the Uxbridge
Cosmos, is the latest candidate
to enter the upcoming munic-
ipal election. He filed his
nomination papers on Friday
to run for the position of
councillor in Ward 4.
Mr. Boyce is also well known

as a performer, writer, director
and producer within the
Uxbridge arts community.

Since arriving in Uxbridge in
1995, he has been involved in
the Uxbridge Chamber Choir,
the Uxbridge Youth Choir,
the Uxbridge Players,
Uxbridge Musical Theatre
and OnStage Uxbridge. His
play, Maud of Leaskdale, is in
its third season at the Lucy
Maud Montgomery site in
Leaskdale, and he recently
published Jewel on the Hill: A
History of the Thomas Foster
Memorial.

He has had experience with
municipal government, hav-
ing served as a city councillor
in Whitehorse, Yukon, in the
1980s. Mr. Boyce said one of
his prime goals is to make the
township more aggressive in
promoting itself to health
professionals, retail and
industrial businesses and
tourists.

"I have long advocated for a
department that would take
responsibility for public rela-
tions both within and beyond
the township," he said. "It is
an important part of doing
business as a municipality."

His entry into the race puts
three candidates before Ward
3 voters so far. Fred Bryan and
Dave Granic both filed their

nomination papers earlier.
The incumbent, Jacob
Mantle, announced last
month that he would not be
seeking re-election.

Councillor Pat Molloy, chair
of the finance committee, has
also filed, seeking re-election
in Ward 2. So far, he is unop-
posed. With Mr. Molloy's
entry, Ward 5 councillor
Gordon Highet is now the
only incumbent left to make
his plans known. Should he
run again, he will face a chal-
lenge from Joyce Whalen.

In the other races, Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor faces
challenges from former mayor
Bob Shepherd and former
councillor Ted Eng; Regional
Councillor Jack Ballinger will

be opposed by Jon Taylor;
Ward 1 councillor Bev
Northeast will face off aganst
Pamela Beach and Sally
Brady, and Ward 3's Pat
Mikuse will be up against Bob
Harrison.

Nominations for council
close at 2 p.m. on Friday,
September 12.

Great Horned Owl by John Cavers
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A SLEEPY FAIRY - Titania, Queen of the Fairies, played by Melissa Knight Johnson, takes a rest during A Midsummer Night’s Dream, now on at the Uxbridge Music Hall. Ryleepuss Productions has
created a new and innovative staging of this Shakespeare comedy, directed by Roz McArthur-Keyes. The play runs until July 19. For information on play times, see Arty-Facts on page 7. For more photos
of the production, visit www.thecosmos.ca Photos by Mike Slade
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for July

Monday, July 14th 
SPECIAL COUNCIL         

9:30 a.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Follow the
Township Online

Are you on the list of voters for the 2014
Municipal and School Board elections?

Sign By-Law
Requirements

The Township of Uxbridge
Special Sign By-law regulates
all signage and advertising
devices, with the goal of main-
taining the historical architec-
ture and ambience of the
Uxbridge Heritage area.
Specifically, it indicates the
community's wish for visual
coherence, predominately
through the use of signs, there-
by attempting to promote a
sense of time and place, and
the overall aesthetic character
of the township.

•  All newly constructed signs,
as well as changes to signs
located within the Township,
must have a permit issued by
the Chief Building Official or
his/her designate. If you are
planning to install or alter a
sign, please contact the
Township Development
Services Department regard-
ing the required provisions.
•  Special sign provisions apply
to all signage located within
the Downtown Heritage
Conservation District of
Uxbridge.
•  A-frame signs within down-
town Uxbridge must be no
larger than 1.04m2 (11 square
feet), and must only be dis-
played in the location identified
in the permit, and only during
the actual hours of business.
All portable signs, including A-
frame, T-frame, sandwich
boards, and menu boards
must be issued a sign permit
through the Development
Services Department.

For further information please
contact the Township of
Uxbridge Development
Services Department at (905)
852-9181, ext 214.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that
the Council of the Township
of Uxbridge hereby declares
the following lands to be sur-
plus to the needs of the
Municipality;

WHEREAS the Council of the
Corporation of the Township
of Uxbridge deems it desir-
able to declare surplus and
convey real property legally
described as Block 24, Plan
40M-2322, Township of
Uxbridge, former Township of
Scott, Regional Municipality
of Durham;

FURTHER NOTICE is here-
by given that the Township
Council at its meeting held on
June 23rd, 2014, declared by
Resolution No. 2014-02 the
aforementioned lands to be
surplus to the needs of the
municipality.  A copy of the
plan showing the location of
the lands may be viewed in
the Office of the Clerk.

Township File: L-06 PS86
Debbie Leroux, Clerk

Calling all
Storytellers

¯There will be a storytelling
contest for children and
adults in October at the story-
telling festival run by the BIA,
the Uxbridge Library and the
LMMSO.

Stories must be Canadian.    
They can be original or

adapted from another author.
Copies of the rules for the

contest will be on the web-
sites of the partners and
copies can be picked up at
the Train Station, the Historic
Leaskdale Church or the
Township.

Questions? Call 905-852-
5284.

Employment Opportunity
Public Works
Department

The Township of Uxbridge is
seeking an energetic person
to fulfill the permanent full-
time position of Truck Driver.  

The following requirements
must be met before the
applicant will be considered
for the position.

•  Valid DZ driver's license
•  Driver's abstract less than
three (3) months old must
be submitted with resume
•  Grade 12 OSSD gradua-
tion diploma
•  The successful candidate
will be required to have a
medical examination with a
doctor of the Township's
choice.
•  The successful candidate
must provide a criminal
records check.

The applicant should have
experience in plowing snow
and sanding using tandem
trucks. A post-secondary
school graduation diploma,
heavy equipment operation
experience and an AZ
licence would be an asset. 

Applications will be
received until Monday, July
21, 2014 by:  Ben Kester,
C.E.T., CRS-S, Director of
Public Works & Operations
Email:
bkester@town.uxbridge.on.ca

CANADA DAY DONORS

Special thanks to the businesses and residents for their
contributions to our annual event at Elgin Park.

Anonymous Brandon Ford
Bonner Boys Coral Creek Homes
Evans Financial Goodwood Lions Club
HH Goode & Son Herralea Farms
Heyes Landscaping Loadlifter
Loreli Interiors Lou Nuspil
Kinsmen Club of Uxbridge Bob Kirvan
Optimists Club Pattersons Flooring
Peck Shell Rotary Club
Sase Aggegates Scarsin
St. Lawrence Grains & Farm Udora Leaskdale Lions
Uxbridge Legion Branch 170 Uxbridge Lions
Government of Canada Williamsons
Wooden Sticks Wyndance Estates 
Dan & Mona Farquharson Uxbridge Town Talk

The Canada Day Committee wishes to express
its appreciation for your support.

Event Alert!
Calling all 2014-2015

Events
Please register your event at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca to
be included in the next Fall

and Winter Community guide.
Deadline July 15th!

Volunteers
Needed! 

Students Welcome

Our new Tourism mobile
trailer is in need of some
knowledgeable students

who love Uxbridge!

Come earn volunteer
hours while bragging

about all the wonderful
events in Uxbridge.

Sign up today by calling
905-852-0400 or email

tourism@town.uxbridge.on.ca



In an article in the June 26
edition, The Cosmos erroneous-
ly reported that Jacob Mantle
had worked for MP Bev Oda.
Mr. Mantle did not work for
Ms. Oda, but rather worked
for MP Erin O’Toole.
The Cosmos apologizes to Mr.
Mantle for this error.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
Community Heritage and Family History Room 

Assistant Internship Position

HOURS: Full-time, 28-week Internship position (35 hours per week)
available July 14, 2014 to January 23, 2015

SALARY: $17.00 per hour

JOB SUMMARY:  This 28-week internship offers the qualified appli-
cant an opportunity to use his/her knowledge of Community
Heritage and Family History, technology, analytical skills, and com-
munication abilities in cataloging, identifying, and promoting the col-
lection. It is a great opportunity to receive valuable experience using
information technology to provide training to both staff and the pub-
lic, and to showcase information technology in the public library sys-
tem. This position will also involve marketing the collection and pub-
lic speaking. 

DEADLINE:  July 13, 2014 at 5:00 p.m.

APPLY TO:

Alexandra Hartmann
CEO/Chief Librarian
Township of Uxbridge Public Library
9 Toronto Street, PO Box 279
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1P7
Email: ahartmann@uxlib.com

2014 MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
CANDIDATE INFORMATION SESSION

Registered candidates, as well as those interested in filing a nomi-
nation before September 12th, 2014, are invited to attend a
Candidate Information Session.

This session,  hosted by the Durham Region Clerks in partnership
with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH), will pro-
vide attendees with information related to the financial requirements
under the Municipal Election Act, including: 

•  financial filing requirements (Form 4) 

•  campaign period(s)

•  candidate duties and responsibilities related to finances 

•  Compliance Audit Committee 

The session will also include a “Question & Answer” period.

Representatives from each Municipality and the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing will be present to answer additional
questions or offer assistance. Municipal Staff from Uxbridge,
Scugog and Brock will be present at the North Durham (Uxbridge)
session. Candidates running for office in the 2014 Municipal
Election are encouraged to attend one of these sessions!

Date: Thursday September 11, 2014
Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Location: Bobby Orr Lounge

Civic Recreation Complex
99 Thornton Rd. South, Oshawa ON

OR
Date: Wednesday September 17, 2014
Time: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Location: Uxbridge Municipal Office, 

Council Chambers
51 Toronto St., South, Uxbridge ON

For all inquiries, please contact:
Debbie Leroux - Municipal Clerk at (905) 852-9181, ext. 228

FROM THE TAX
OFFICE...

2014 Final Property 
Tax Bills

All Residential, Managed
Forest and Farmland Final
Property Tax Bills have been
mailed. Payments for these
bills are due on the following
due dates:
•  The FIRST Tax Installment
was due and payable on
Wednesday, June 25, 2014.
• The SECOND Tax
Installment is due and
payable on Thursday,
September 25, 2014.

Commercial, Industrial and
Multi-Residential Final
Property Tax Bills will be
mailed the first week of
June.  Payments for these
bills are due on the following
due dates:
•  The FIRST Tax Installment
is due and payable on
Tuesday, July 15, 2014.
• The SECOND Tax
Installment is due and
payable on Wednesday,
September 25, 2014.

Penalty/interest charges
will be applied to
Installments not paid by the
end of the month in which
the Installment is due, at the
rate of 1.25% (or 15% a
year) on the first day of the
following month and on the
first day of each calendar
month thereafter in which
the default continues.

Failure to receive a Tax
Notice does not excuse the
taxpayer from responsibility
for payment of taxes nor lia-
bility of any penalty or inter-
est due to late payments.
The penalty/interest charges
cannot be waived or
reduced by the Tax
Department or Council for
any reason.
Tax payments can be made

by the following: In person
by Interac, cheque or cash,
by mail (post-dated cheques
are accepted), telephone &
Internet banking, drop box,
or at most banks.

If you did not receive your
2014 Final Tax Bill, please
call the Tax Department at
905-852-9181 Ext. 211.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR
2014 FINAL TAX BILL FOR
INCOME TAX PURPOSES. 

If a reprinted tax bill or receipt
is required for any previous
year's taxes, a fee of $10 will
apply.

THE 
UXBRIDGE PUBLIC

LIBRARY 
HAS MOVED!

We are now at our temporary
location for the duration of our
renovations. The address is:

2 Campbell Drive, 
Suite 307A,  Uxbridge

Hours of operation: 
Monday to Friday, 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Summer Fun For All At The
Library!

Register now for summer
camps and programs.
Calendars, additional informa-
tion and registration forms are
available at our temporary loca-
tion or on our website
www.uxlib.com.

TWEEN ONLINE SUMMER
READING CLUB: (Entering
Grades 5 - 7 in September
2014)
www.uxlib.com/tweenstalk

TEEN ONLINE SUMMER
READING CLUB: (Entering
Grades 8 and over in
September 2014)
www.uxlib.com/teenreading

C I R C U S  
C A M P!

Due to popular
demand, we
have ADDED
another week!

August 11-15,
Ages 8-13
years. $160/wk 

Come with us and join the cir-
cus! Our new high energy
Circus Camp takes campers
into the depths of the won-
drous, magical world of the cir-
cus! Includes acrobatics, barrel
walking, stilts, magic tricks, jug-
gling, special face paint paint-
ing, balloon workshops, slack
lining, and clowning around
with equipment specially
designed with youth safety in
mind. Circus camp is a perfect
way for kids to unleash their
inner creativity and passion in a
fun and safe environment.
Camper games and activities
included. *Special performance
at the Camp Show on Friday!

9 0 5 -8 5 2 -7 8 3 1
For more information, please
visit www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
or visit Uxpool for a copy of the
Camp Flyer.

Well folks! Summer has arrived in
grand style. Many days have been
warm and pleasant lately.

Howie and Helen Herrema, along
with Brigette Herrema, attended the
University of Guelph Convocation
Awards on June 12. Brigette received
an Associate Diploma Award (on
behalf of ) Clay & Dorothy Switzer)
OAC Leadership Scholarship. This
was presented by Mr. Switzer follow-
ing the luncheon. Congratulations,
Brigette.

The Foster Memorial Cemetery
Decoration Service  will take place on
Sunday, July 20 at 2:30 p.m. Rev.
LLoyd Ayre, of Peterborough, will be
the guest speaker. A soloist will pro-
vide special music.

Our thoughts are with Cheryl
Clayton, who is making a steady
recovery following emergency sur-
gery at St.Michaels Hospital in
Toronto.  Hope you are feeling better
each day, Cheryl.

We were sorry to hear of the recent
death of Carl Bruce Zaworski at
Camrose, AB. The family lived in
this area for awhile in the late 60s. A
celebration of his life took place at
Low and Low Funeral Home in
Uxbridge on June 21.

Our congratulations to Rebecca
Mustard on graduating with a
Master's Degree in Environmental
Science - Economic Development
from the University of Waterloo.

So sorry to hear that the home of
Chris and Tricia Wilkinson and fam-
ily was gutted by an explosion and
fire two weeks ago.

Keep in mind that the closing exer-
cises for Vacation Bible Camp and
the annual church picnic will take
place tomorrow, Friday, July 11 at
5:30 p.m. at the church. Food will be
provided.

The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society’s now famous 'Summer Teas'
began on July 9, and will continue
each Wednesday at 1:00 p.m.  July 16
will feature Flower Arranging with
Jennifer McLean of Keith's Flowers.
Cost is $25.

If you or a family member is gradu-
ating from a post-secondary institu-
tion, and would like it in this col-
umn, please call me at 905-852-
6626.

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
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our two cents

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

We’ve lost our mojo

Letters to the Editor

“Has Uxbridge lost its mojo?” 
This was the question Alex Ballingall, a writer for the Toronto Star, asked in a June 29 arti-

cle that wondered why not one single nomination was received for the 2014 Citizen of the
Year award. That article is old news now, but many questions still linger, the least of which is
the state of Uxbridge's mojo.
For those who still don't know what we're on about, for the past several years, the Uxbridge

Times-Journal has sponsored an award for Uxbridge’s Citizen of the Year. The newspaper
makes its call for nominations well in advance of its deadline, giving people plenty of oppor-
tunity to submit a name or two for whom they might think is a worthy recipient. Said worthy
recipient is presented with the award at the Canada Day festivities in Elgin Park. But this year,
not a single nomination came in, so the award wasn't given out.
Now, many comments, both in the article itself and in the comments section online, had peo-

ple saying that they didn't even know about the award or the call for nominations. Some took
the opportunity to put down the newspaper which sponsors the award. In those comments a
few nice words were even said about the newspaper that you're reading right now (and for
the person who said it's all opinion pieces  - you obviously aren't reading the whole paper).
But we digress. This wasn't the first time that this award was being given. The Citizen of the
Year Award has been handed out for 20 some-odd years, and always by the Uxbridge Times-
Journal. And when the mayor was asked about what no nominations meant for Uxbridge, she
was pretty quick point out that it wasn't because there weren't a lot of deserving people. 
Others, both in the piece and online, said the same thing. Apparently Ballingall stopped peo-

ple on Brock Street and asked whether they had heard of the award, and how they felt about
its not being handed out this year. And apparently those who were questioned got pretty
defensive about our little part of the world, talking it up, and even saying that we were all so
darn good we didn't need an award to feel good about ourselves. Many were able, standing
right there in the middle of the street, to provide a list of names of people that they thought
would warrant the award.

Too little too late, however. Where were all these people when the TJ put out the call? How
was an annual event like this missed? How, in a town of Uxbridge's size, did not one single
person see one of the several notices in the TJ asking for nominations? We at the Cosmos saw
the notice. Had we known that not one single person in the entire township was going to throw
a name into the ring, we would have put forth a couple of suggestions, just to save us all the
embarrassment. Because it is embarrassing. Bad enough that the TJ had to tell all of Durham
Region that Uxbridge couldn't get its act together, but one of the largest dailies in Canada
(owned by the same company as the TJ) got a hold of the story and splashed it all over the
place. 

Why did this happen? Why did such an excellent opportunity to honour a hard-working cit-
izen in our community go unnoticed? True, there are often photos and stories in all three of
the newspapers that circulate in Uxbridge of those who help, volunteer, give of themselves,
etc. But for every person in those photos and stories, there are at least three more in the
wings who are just as deserving of a pat on the back. Let's hope that we haven't become so
blasé about all the incredible things that are done in this town by award-deserving citizens.
And if we have? Then yup, we've lost our mojo. Shame on us.

Back in May, I was proud and
pleased to lead a group of children
and adults in participating in the
Goodwood Talent Show organized
by Uxbridge Township Deputy
Mayor Bev Northeast. 

Our group is the Demonstration
Team from Okami Kai Karate &
Aikido, a family-oriented martial
arts studio based out of the Body Fit
gym in Uxbridge; we were just one
of many acts at this annual event.
Every spring, performers of all ages
and walks of life come out to share
their talents in a friendly and non-
competitive atmosphere. We've
been there several times now; over
the years we've seen musicians and
dancers and singers of many kinds,
poets and of course martial artists,
too. We've seen small children and
seniors, sometimes sharing the stage
in a single act; we've seen people
step in front of an audience for the
first time ever while others are semi-
professional. All are welcomed, and
all share their talents equally. As in
prior years, it was a lovely evening of
fun and entertainment. And to top
it off, it was free, with donations
accepted in support of Township
parks in the Goodwood area.

We'd like to thank Councillor
Northeast and the Township for
putting on this event. We hope to
join in again next year, and in future
years. And we hope lots of other
performers and audience members
will come too! Public participation,
low-cost entertainment and dona-
tions for local parks and play-
grounds: how often can you support
your community in so many ways at
once?

Sensei Jonathan Gladstone
Demonstration Team 

Co-ordinator
Okami Kai Karate & Aikido

I have been reading “Am I Wrong?”
for many years now. In all of these
years I was not able to even once

disagree with you. You always,
always hit the nail right on the head. 

Eight years ago, when I moved
here, Uxbridge was a laid back,
beautiful little town which didn't
seem to have a problem in the
world. Well, as you know best, that
has changed dramatically.  Some of
our newcomer politicians have defi-
nitely not lived up to making this
town a better place to live. 

The stories that come out of our
town hall lately are very disturbing.
I'm not only talking about the bul-
let proof vest and the questionable
right to enter any property at will by
our by-law officers, or the volleyball
debacle. If Mr. Gratton is afraid for
his life without that vest, maybe it's
time for him to move to another
job. It seems that that man is on a
power play with the backing of our
town officials. All these little things
add up over time, and before we
turn around our freedom as we
know it is gone. This  has been
proven again and again in world his-
tory. There are some very hard
working town councillors in our
town and hopefully they will be
voted back in come election time.
Sadly, there are also some newcom-
ers that think that they can make
their own rules.  Maybe it's time to
form a committee of likeminded
people in our town before we're
being told when to leave our houses
to go shopping.     
This is very serious business; hope-

fully it's not to late to make the
needed changes.  Would you [Roger
Varley] be willing to chair such
committee?  I'm sure you will have
many followers.

Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge

Last Saturday afternoon, while
shopping at Zehrs, I noticed a small
dog left in a car. There were two
windows opened slightly. The dog
was barking and very unhappy. It

was in the 80sF outside and it must
have been 90F inside that car. I did
20 minutes of shopping and
returned to the parking lot to find
this dog in distress. I decided to take
the license plate number to
Customer Service to have the own-
ers paged. Much to my shock I was
told that this was against Zehrs' pol-
icy, and that I could call the police if
I so desired. I was very angry at this
response. I then went back to the
parking lot and another woman,
Miranda Shepphard, noticed this
poor little dog. I told her that Zehrs
refused to help so we decided to free
the dog! Yes in this day when every-
one is afraid of breaking a law or
rule, we decided to break into the
car to save the pooch! It was an
older car so I was able to squeeze my
arm down to unlock the door.
Miranda had water and the little
dog drank about half a litre. He also
was desperate to relieve himself. We
then took the dog into Miranda's
car, turned the air on, and waited
another 20 minutes for the owner.
The owners returned and we
returned the dog with an explana-
tion. We were told that the dog was
used to heat - he had been to
Florida. We tried to explain that
that was not the same type of heat as
no air in a car. This dog was well fed
and groomed, but the owners were
just ignorant about the situation
and it could have cost the dog his
life. Also, it was easy to open this car
and this dog would have brought a
good price on e-Bay.   

Please do not leave your pets in a
car. They are never happy even if the
weather is cooler. 

As for Zehrs, I was livid and
returned to the store to confront the
manager in person. Her plea was
that she had come down to see me
but since she didn't know the type
of car, she could do nothing. I told
her that if that was the case, then 

continued on page 11



Life has been going along without too many issues; there have been
bumps in the road but the general trajectory has been positive. One such bump involves our cottage.
It’s been getting a bit of a facelift this past week. The cottage itself has never looked better; new win-
dows have offered a spectacular view that was formerly hidden due to an ill-conceived design. Sixty
years ago (give or take a decade or two) the builders employed an equally ill-conceived design for
building the foundation. The building is not set on as strong of base of bedrock as previously
believed.  So we had work done to even out a few of the ripples, and there will likely be more foun-
dation work needed. And even with that there will always be a few ups and downs. There is a lot that
can be done to strengthen the upper portion of the cottage. Using 2”x6” construction where there
used to be only 2”x4”, using a plywood versus something thinner for sheeting the outside of the cot-
tage. There are fixes but no real substitute for a solid built foundation.  
But just as you give little thought to the foundation of your domicile each day as you come and go,

are you truly aware how strong it is until it has been tested? You hope it is built such that it will with-
stand whatever Mother Nature has in store for it. But you never really know until you need to rely
on it. So, too, is it true in our lives.

Your network of friends and family are the building blocks of your foundation, and you hope that
you have surrounded yourself with solid types that can help you navigate through the bad stuff of
life. Recently our foundation was tested. Without going into too much detail, a health scare present-
ed itself. A positive outcome relied on a negative test result. Not so. Negative test; immediate action
required. 

We are all different in how we handle bad news. The more extroverted members of society call up
their friends to meet and discuss. This concept strikes me as odd. Introverts, a group in which I con-
sider myself a member, deal with the issue within the confines of their own mind and within their
own family.  Others are let in on a need to know basis. This will strike extroverts as odd. 

With this particular issue, there was a need to let a select few in on the situation, but only after the
scare was confirmed. No need to worry others when it might be for naught. This small army swung
into gear and took on that which needed to be taken on. Kids were transported, fed and watered.
Accommodations were made to allow us to deal with the situation without having to worry about the
day to day dealings of life. We got to see the world of medicine from the other side and gleaned that
when it matters, the system works.  What we needed we were provided with, and the most difficult
patch was navigated without missing a beat. 

As a parent, I hope my children will build a solid foundation of friends and family. That their sib-
ling squabbles will dissipate in time. Because sometimes you wonder, when these lovely little human
beings can't seem to get along when everything is going well, what will happen when they are faced
with something more difficult? Their life journey thus far has faced few of life's real challenges. They
have almost nothing in the way of battle scars as of yet. But that can change in a heartbeat.  Life is
tricky that way. Every day, whether on the news or on social media, we bear witness to the little blips
of a life taking a bad turn or an outright tragedy being faced by a family. We just had one of those
little blips. Our foundation held; more than that, it bolstered us through the storm. The kids got a
taste of a difficult situation and what it is to have a good foundation of support. 
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Conscience and conflict
He wasn't wearing his medals when I met George Weber, this week. Had he worn
the ribbons and gongs - for his service in the U.K., the Mediterranean and Burma

in the Second World War - they'd have no doubt looked pretty impressive. But his blazer, with its air force pilot's
brevet and fighter squadron crest, offered ample evidence of his wartime service. Still, one aspect of Weber's life
in the war was not so obvious. He came from a Mennonite home near Kitchener and the Webers, he told me, did
not believe in the use of guns. But as it turned out he was able to reconcile his religious beliefs and his loyalty to
Canada.

“I didn't shoot people during the war,” he said. “I ended up shooting pictures.”
In 1941, very much against his father's wishes, a 22-year-old George Weber went to a recruiting office in west-

ern Ontario and enlisted in the army. It became evident very quickly that his family's “conscientious objector”
philosophy (a general condemnation of war for the bloodshed involved) conflicted with his basic army training.
A cousin assisted his transfer to air force. And for a while, all George had to worry about were his flight controls,
navigation skills, takeoffs and landings. Then, his Elementary Flying Training School was visited by none other
than former WWI fighter pilot Billy Bishop, who'd arrived to ensure the young air cadets were up to snuff. Bishop
(the instruction inspector) and Weber (the guinea pig student) took off in a two-seater Fleet Finch.

“Bishop took me up to a thousand feet and told me to do a slow roll,” Weber said. “Well, I'd never done any
aerobatics … but I ended up doing some unexpected low flying. . . and I guess that's why I ended up doing
photo reconnaissance [in an unarmed Spitfire].”

With your understanding of my preoccupation of such things (and since I've just come back from D-Day obser-
vances overseas) I've often wondered how some men and women served in the armed forces, when their reli-
gious convictions in life did not align with the demands of their service. In particular, religious groups such as
Quakers, Mennonites and Amish (among others) have historically refused to participate in armed service.
Generally, such religions have believed they should remain neutral in worldly conflicts, that they had greater
respect for humanity as a whole, or that no government had the right to command its citizens to go to war.

“Neither shall [we] learn war anymore,” they might quote from the Bible.
I never asked my father about such things (and I should have), but I sense his service as a medic in the Second

World War might well have resulted from a form of conscientious objection. He'd grown up in a non-violent fam-
ily environment. I know there was never a gun in his mother's house (as there was never one in the house where
my sister and I grew up). And while he went to Greek Orthodox Church most Sundays, my father's view of war
I don't think was influenced by his religion. Years later, when I came across his attestation (enlistment) papers, I
noticed in the “occupation” box he had written “sewing machine operator.” It never occurred to me until some-
one made the connection between his occasional piecemeal work sewing furs (like his mother and future moth-
er-in-law) and his wartime role of patching people up, that maybe his needlework had landed him in the U.S.
Army Medical Corps, not his anti-war sentiment. Whatever the reason, I sensed my father survived the war very
much the way George Weber did, by coping with its realities and putting up with its inconsistencies until clearly
the bad guys were put out of action.

As I suggested, RCAF pilot George Weber adhered to his family's abhorrence of violence and the principles of
warfare pretty loyally. On almost every operation - more than 70 photo reconnaissance flights during the war -
Warrant Officer Weber never pressed the button on his Spitfire control column with any other intention than to
capture images of enemy positions. He did however admit, in our interview this week, that he carried a 45-cal-
libre pistol on his hip, just in case. And when pressed he said he'd used it once. On one of his flights over Japanese
military positions in Burma, he attracted the attention of a Japanese Zero pilot. Weber said he managed to evade
the enemy fire. But in an act of frustration - to ward off the enemy pilot - Weber said he was suddenly alongside
the Japanese fighter pilot.

“I opened my cockpit cover enough to fire a couple of shots at the guy with my 45 to scare him off,” Weber
said. “But my dad never heard about it.”

I guess a few warning shots across the bow of an enemy fighter didn't violate either his promise to his father
or the tenets of his Mennonite faith.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

writing fitz
column by Shelagh Damus

Speech from my throne



by Amy Hurlburt

If you're struggling with the weighty
decision of whether you'd rather spend
your Saturday in the park, at a concert,
checking out a live art show, eating large
quantities of food or donating to local
charities… rest easy, because you can do
any and all of the above in Elgin Park
this Saturday. 
The second annual Uxbridge Music

and Arts Festival (UMAF) will be held
from 12 noon until 10 p.m. on
Saturday, July 12, and features local tal-
ent across the artistic spectrum. 

The all-ages festival, hosted by Jupiter
Events, experienced great success in its
initial year: “It started as a small concert
for a group of friends but snowballed
into an event with 14 music groups, sev-
eral visual artists and over 600 people in
attendance in its inaugural year held at
Elgin Park” comments Jupiter Events
representative Leo Gallard. “We've
received great town support, including
many of the local businesses and local
charities.”
The event is intended to celebrate local

talent, local businesses, and raise sup-
port two local charities: “A portion of
the proceeds go to Africycle and The
Ryan Waters Foundation,” says Gallard.
“They are local charities who are close
to us, and we would like to give back to
the community for supporting us in this
event.” 

Any attendees who bring a bicycle to
donate to Africycle will receive free
admission.

The event's itinerary includes music
beginning at noon, featuring 15 bands
and solo artists at the Elgin Park Band
Shell main stage, including Mumbai
Standstill, Air Marshall Landing, Juice,
1985, King Tut, Julien Kelland,
Rynhaert, Eight Five Two, and Taylor
Landry. Other event features include a
dunk tank, pie eating contest, improve
comedy, and a day-long live art show
with Orangabang Art Collective, with
participants co-creating a giant mural,
sculptures, and woodworking. 

The festival has blossomed this year to
allow for even more involvement from
local businesses and vendors.Wixan's
Bridge will be providing hot dogs and
hamburgers. Beau's World Famous
Brewery will be the sponsors of the beer
tent.  If you don't have a bike to donate,

tickets are available for $10 presale,
available from the organizers, band
members, or at Wixan's Bridge. They
can also be purchased the day of the
event for $15 at the gate. For further
information, email
uxmafvolunteer@gmail.com.

Uxbridge's summer professional the-
atre scene is doubling in size. 

The one-woman show, Maud of
Leaskdale, opened for its third season
last week at the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Historic Site in
Leaskdale, with Jennifer Carroll in
the title role. Now the creator of that
piece, local writer and actor Conrad
Boyce, is debuting another show of
his this week, that
will run for the
summer at the
Uxbridge Historical
Centre on the Sixth
Concession.

The Bohemian has
a few things in
common with
Maud of Leaskdale.
First, it features the
words of another
great Canadian
writer, this time
poet Robert
Service, who was
born in the same
year as LMM,
1874. Second, it is
told in the form of a journal, in this
case that of a fictional American
poet named Stephen Poore, strug-
gling to make a living in Paris in the
years 1913 and 1914, who joins up
as an ambulance driver when the
First World War breaks out.

Third, the play is staged in a his-
toric church, the 80-seat Fifth Line
Church at the Historical Centre, as a
companion piece to the Centre's
summer-long exhibit, Uxbridge at
War. The Bohemian will perform
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday
evenings (though not all of them, so
check with the Centre at 905-852-
5854 for a complete list of show
dates).

A major difference is that The
Bohemian is a musical; composers
Bonnie Lawrence and Val Dean set a
number of
Service's poems
to melodies
reminiscent of
the period. The
play had its
original pre-
miere in
W h i t e h o r s e ,
Yukon in 1980,
where Boyce
and Lawrence
were promi-

nent members of the performing
arts community.

“Yes, the show's been in mothballs
for more than three decades,” admits
Boyce, “since Bonnie left the Yukon
shortly after we wrote it. But now a
couple of factors - the centennial of
the Great War, and the availability of
a collaborator as excellent as she was
- seem to make it an ideal time for its

revival.”
Boyce will be

joined on stage by
s inge r /mus i c i an
Jane Loewen, with
whom he has
worked many times
since her arrival in
the Uxbridge area
about ten years ago.
Loewen plays
piano, guitar and
accordion in the
show.

“Most Canadians
know Robert
Service as the Bard
of the Yukon,” says
Boyce, “the creator

of Sam McGee and Dan McGrew.
But in the early part of the last cen-
tury, he was actually more renowned
for his war poetry. His second book
of poems from that period, Ballads
of a Bohemian, published in 1921,
provides all the content for the show,
and it's virtually autobiographical,
since Service himself served as an
ambulance driver during the war,
like many other writers and artists,
such as Ernest Hemingway and A.Y.
Jackson. The material about the war
is very moving, very powerful.”

Tickets for The Bohemian are $25
($20 for students or seniors), avail-
able at Blue Heron Books or at the
door. Showtime is 7:30 p.m. The
first performance is this Friday, July
11.
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Fifth Line Church, 
Uxbridge Historical Centre

July  11, 12, 15, 18,
19, 22, 25, 26 & 29

August  5, 12, 16,
22,  23, 26 & 29

Showtime 7:30 pm

Tickets
$25, $20 for students 
and seniors 
at Blue Heron Books
62 Brock Street West
905-852-4282

A Tribute 
to the Centennial
of World War I

Based on "Ballads of a Bohemian" 
by Robert W. Service
Created and Directed by 
Conrad Boyce
Music by
Bonnie Lawrence and Val Dean

Boyce Entertainment
presents

Featuring 
Conrad Boyce and Jane Loewen

Uxbridge Golf Academy
PROFESSIONAL GOLF INSTRUCTION

�Beginner to Advanced Level 
�Full Swing
�Short Game & Putting
�Course Management

To book instruction, please contact: Tony Robinson, CGTF golf instructor.  
Cell: 416-573-2881, email: trobinson@globalgolfpost.com

Located at
Foxbridge
Driving
Range

Historical Centre play centres on
prelude to Great War

Uxbridge Music and Arts Festival in Elgin Park this Saturday



Fridays at the Foster
Memorial continue! Doors

open at 7 p.m. - pay what you can -
and the music runs from 7:30 to
8:30. July 11 - Mike Burns, guitar;
July 18 - Marion Drexler & Band;
July 25 - Tania Joy, vocals; August 1
- Pine Ridge Chorus, barbershop-
style harmonies; More information
at fostermemorial.com.

Maud of Leaskdale,
played by Jennifer Carroll, returns
for its third year at the Historic
Leaskdale Church. This one-woman
show delves into the life of the
author of “Anne of Green Gables”.
Tickets ($25 / $20 for students and
seniors) online at lucymaudmont-
gomery.ca or at Blue Heron Books,
the Leaskdale Country Store or at
the door. Shows Thursday at 7:30
p.m., Saturday and Sunday at 3 p.m.
from July 3 through Aug. 28. 

Call for submissions: tree
carving art in Elgin Park - the
Township's new Arts and Visual
Enhancement Committee (AVEC)
has put out a call for Durham
Region carvers to submit their pro-
posal for a tree carving to honour
Joseph Gould. Information at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/bids_and
_tenders, under Q14-14: Public Art
Program. Deadline is July 18. 

Uxbridge Youth Centre's
photography workshop “Chasing
Light” runs every Saturday from July
19 through Aug. 26. Brad Catelugh
returns to teach ALL skill levels,
from beginners to experienced pho-
tographers, 13+ years old. Cost is

$30 for the six-week course. Brad
will focus on natural lighting, taking
participants outside to hike around
finding suitable subjects in the
neighbourhood. uxbridgeyouthcen-
tre.com 

Ryleepuss presents
Shakespeare's A Midsummer

Night's Dream at the Music Hall July
6-19, directed by Roz McArthur-
Keyes with music composed and
directed by Steafan Hannigan.
Tickets available online at starticket-
ing.com or in person at Sugar Fx,
adults and seniors $20, youth 16 and
under $12 - service charges also
apply. More info from Mike, 905-
852-1836. 

Quebec music group Le Vent
Du Nord returns to Uxbridge for
one night on July 13, for a free con-
cert sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge and Red Raven Marketing,
at the Elgin Park bandshell at
6:30PM. Bring a donation to the
Loaves and Fishes Foodbank and
look for the hurdy-gurdy player!

Cynthia Cupples is running
two summer camps, July 14-18 and
Aug. 11-15. Kids will play with clay
using hand-building, throwing on
the wheel and decoration. Her
daughter Clare will teach about
horses, too. Firedancer Diana Lopez
will have a hoola-hoop workshop at
the July camp, and Pam Diggins will
do kids yoga in August. cynthiacup-
ples.com

Theatre 3x60 will host their
Summer Salon Staged Play Readings
July 18-19 at the Scugog Memorial

Public Library. Live music completes
the evening, along with an exhibi-
tion of original all white paintings by
notable local artists. Theatre 3x60
will auction all the artwork to sup-
port their community access and
educational programs. Tickets $15,
available as above. theatre3x60.ca 

Conrad Boyce and Jane
Loewen will perform The
Bohemian, a Prelude to War based
on a Robert Service poem.
Performances are at the Fifth Line
Church on the Museum grounds at
7:30PM. Shows run July 11, 12, 15,
18, 19, 22, 26, 29, Aug. 5, 12, 16,
22, 25, 26 & 29. Tickets are $25
($20 for seniors ans students) at Blue
Heron Books. 

And speaking of Blue Heron
Books, Canada's TWO-time Award-
winning BEST Independent
Bookstore, registration for their fall
Art, Writing and Kids' Programs are
now open. Call the store at 905-852-
4282 or go online at  blueheron-
books.com. In the Studio on July 19,
10 a.m.-5 p.m., come and see
Landscapes and Lavender, water-
colour landscapes by Diana
Atherton, along with Rosanne
Middleton's lavender wands,
wreaths and bouquets. Then August
9th it's Portraits and Rennaissance
Paintings by Ray Simpson. 

If you have an artistic event or mile-
stone you'd like mentioned, please con-
tact Nancy Melcher. She can be
reached at ArtyFacts@bell.net.

HUGE INVENTORY
BLOWOUT
of Brand New Bridal Gowns! 
A selection of over 100 gowns 
ARE NOW 1/2 PRICE!

• $300 gowns - now only $150
• $250 gowns - now only $125
• $100 gowns - now only $50 

Book your private appointment now! 
Available days, evenings and weekends.
Brenda's Alterations and Custom Sewing 
studio is on site to help with alterations or 
to customize your gown as a one-of-a-kind! 
Call today 905-985-0921

580 Reg. Rd. 21, Utica (just outside Port Perry)
bonamiebridal@powergate.ca

BRIDAL GOWN OUTLET
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Art-y Facts with Nancy Melcher Meanwhile, Back at the Manse by Barb Pratt

Maud Goes to Prince Edward Island

As part of our contribution to the 11th
Biennial Charlottetown Conference at
the University of PEI, The Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society brought the play
“Maud of Leaskdale” to Charlottetown.

We booked the Carrefour Theatre,
seating 200, for one night only, June 27.
Our guy in PEI, Earle Lockerby, who
summers there, had done a lot of leg-
work and arranged publicity, so when
we arrived there was an interview with
the Charlottetown Gazette which
resulted in a lovely article with photos,
and also an interview with the local
CBC station. There had also been an ad
and an article in Buzz, the PEI equiva-
lent of Now magazine. 

We wondered how the Ontario Lucy
Maud Montgomery would be received
in her home province. As it turned out,

the theatre had approximately 10 empty
seats. Some Conference delegates
attended, but most of the audience
members were locals, and obviously
people who had connections to
Montgomery: family, friends of friends,
people with intense interest, people who
claimed Maud as one of their own.

Now Maud of Leaskdale is back on the
stage at the Historic Leaskdale Church. 
But on Thursday July 24, something
new. This special evening will be dinner
theatre, with a down-east menu of
seafood and home made pies, followed
by the play. Watch for details on the
web site, lucymaudmontgomery.ca.

Next Wednesday's Luncheon will fea-
ture Jennifer McLean from Keith's
Flowers, demonstrating her floral
arranging skills. A nice way to spend a
summer afternoon!



Your personal path to a secure
financial future requires a map - a
financial plan - that is unique to you
and your life goals. But every finan-
cial plan has one essential compo-
nent and that is to commit to saving
right now.
Sure, it can be difficult to create an

investment portfolio and contribute
to it regularly in the face of everyday
realities like utility bills, car loans,
mortgage payments and all the
other demands on your hard-earned
money - but for the sake of your
financial future and a comfortable
retirement, you must find a way to
save now. But don't despair, don't
put off saving until that magical day
sometime down the road when you
have a few extra dollars to invest -
instead, start PAC-ing right away.

A PAC (Pre-Authorized
Contribution Program) is an easy
and consistent way to get a month-
ly investment plan working for you.
You simply arrange with your bank
to deduct a specified amount from

your savings or chequing account
on a regular basis and place it in
your investments held in a
Registered Retirement Savings Plan
(RRSP) or Tax-Free Savings
Account (TFSA), or your non-regis-
tered portfolio.

It's much easier to contribute by
investing small amounts automati-
cally - for example, 10% of your
earned income each month - and
you will be surprised at the amount
you can gain from PAC-ing it into
your investments held in a RRSP
each month. Here's an example: put
$250 into your investments held in
a RRSP monthly and (at annual rate
of 8 %), you'll have $354,230 in tax
deferred assets after 30 years.* But if
you wait until the end of each year
and find a way to invest a lump sum
of $3,000, you'll have only
$339,850 on a tax deferred basis.

So, by PAC-ing monthly, you add
potentially $14,380 to retirement
fund without costing you an extra
penny and without the financial

stress of coming up with $3,000 as
the RRSP contribution deadline
looms.

The math and the effects on your
retirement lifestyle are clear: Decide
not to PAC, or don't manage to
come up with a $3,000 lump sum
contribution each year, and your
retirement fund will be shorted by
over $300,000! Get PAC-ing right
away and you'll benefit from the
advantage of dollar cost averaging
and the magic of compounding.
Your regular PAC contributions will
also generate a tax benefit along
with the tax-deferred growth in
your registered portfolio.
PAC-ing now will secure both your

financial future and your retirement
lifestyle. Talk to your professional
advisor about the monthly invest-
ment plan that best suits your budg-
et and your financial goals.

*The rate of return is used to illus-

trate the effects of the compound
growth rate and is not intended to
reflect future values or returns on
investment.

This column, written and published
by Investors Group Financial Services
Inc. (in Québec - a Financial Services
Firm), and Investors Group Securities

Inc. (in Québec, a firm in Financial
Planning) presents general informa-
tion only and is not a solicitation to
buy or sell any investments. Contact
your own advisor for specific advice
about your circumstances. For more
information on this topic please con-
tact Investors Group Consultant Alan
Loney at 905-852-3201, ext. 257.

Sat., July 12, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moder-
ate pace hike; Join us for breakfast
after the hike. No dogs please. Meet at
the trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sat., July 12, Community Care
Durham’s 18th Annual Gardens
of Uxbridge Garden Tour, 10
a.m.-5 p.m. $25, includes box lunch.
905-852-7445 or visit 
wwwccdgardensofuxbridge.org
Sun., July 13, 10 a.m. Butterfly
Walk, Uxbridge Countryside
Preserve. Join North Durham Nature
biologist James Kamstra. The Preserve
has lots of milkweed plants but what
kinds of butterflies are really there?
Bring binoculars, your butterfly book
and a jar for observation.All welcome. 
www.northdurhamnature.com, or con-
tact Derek - dconn50@powergate.ca
905-852-5432
Sun. July 13: Le Vent du Nord,

free performance in Elgin Park.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Non-perishable dona-
tions to Loaves & Fishes foodbank wel-
com. Hosted by the Uxbridge Rotary
Club. 

Fri., July 18, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 10+ km fast
pace hike with some hills. Meet at park-
ing area on the east side of Conc. 6, 2
km south of Durham 21 at Albright Rd.
No dogs please. Contact: Joan Taylor
905 477 2161
Sat., July 19, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moder-
ate pace hike; Join us for breakfast
after the hike. No dogs please. Meet at
the trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161

Maud of Leaskdale returns this July
& August to the Historic Leaskdale
Church on Thursday evenings,

Saturday and Sunday matinees. Join us
for opening night Thursday, July 3.
Visit lucymaudmontgomery.ca for
details. 
Meditation: First and third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Siloam. No
experience necessary. See
www.InvitationToMeditation.ca for
information.
Sundays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Uxbridge Farmers' Market,
Uxbridge Arena parking lot until
October 29.
“Chances Are” Hospital
AuxiliaryStore on Bascom Street
accepting good spring and summer
clothing. Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. 
The Leaskdale Historic Church
and Manse Site is opened for tours
during the weekend in May and
Wednesday to Sunday during June,
July and August. Why not bring the
family and visitors to this National
Historic Site? 905-862-0808 or 905-
852-5284
Family Caregiver Support Group
for those caring for someone with
Alzheimer's disease or a related
dementia. Last Tuesday of each month
(except December),1:30-3:30 p.m.,
Trinity United Church. Meet and

exchange ideas in a supportive envi-
ronment. Support groups are facilitated
by a Family Support Coordinator. For
more information, call Alzheimer
Society Durham @ 1-888-301-1106
Heart to Heart Healing Centre,
26 Brock St West, (opposite Coffee
Time) is open the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month, 1:30-4:30
p.m., and Thursdays 7.30 pm - 9.30
pm. Offers Christian prayer for anyone
needing healing in body, soul or spirit.
Contact Annette Forkun 905 852 4665
or email
in fo@hear t tohear theal ingcentre.com,
www.hearttohearthealingcentre.com 
The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those
requiring assistance. Donations always
appreciated,  can be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church Monday
to Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon.Tax receipts
issued for financial donations. 
Got Talent? Uxbridge Fall Fair is
seeking performers for its “Uxbridge
Has Talent” contest Sept. 6 & 7. Call
Shanie at 905-852-4655 or Fran at
905-852-7471 for details.
Join IODE - IODE Chapter  meets on
the first Wednesday of the month.
Women of all ages are invited to attend
and learn about volunteer work with

IODE. For more information, visit
www.iode.ca or call 905 852-6890.
St. Andrew’s-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church, Uxbridge.
905-852-6262 www.stan-
drewschalmers.ca.  Sunday service
9:30 a.m.
Summer Luncheon Teas at the
Historic Leaskdale Church. Join us
Wednesday afternoons in July and
August for delicious 5-course lunch-
eons. Entertainment includes Unique
Fashions, Theatre and Tea at Downton
Abbey. See lucymaudmontgomery.ca
for the full line up! Served up with a
tablespoon of fun by the LM
Montgomery Society of Ontario.
Open Doors-St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 59 Toronto St., Uxbridge,
opens it doors to welcome visitors
Wednesdays during July and August,
and Sundays July 13 and August 10
from 2-4 p.m. Join us then to spend
some quiet time or for services on
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-
852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

Coming Up

ONGOING

READY FOR SUMMER?
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS AND CANOPIES!

905-852-9440 

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

SUMMER = BARBEQUE!  THE MEAT MERCHANT 
CAN “MEAT” YOUR BBQ NEEDS!

905-852-9892

Dollars & $ense      Making the secure savings commitment

AN UNFORTUNATE ACCIDENT - A dump truck from Zephyr Peat Land Harvesting lies on its
side next to Mill Race Apartments. The truck was delivering a load of topsoil on Thursday after-
noon, when the telescoping hydraulic piston broke right at the base. The piston was only partial-
ly extended, and the dump box tipped over into the Uxbridge Brook, depositing the remaining
load of soil down the side of the brook. The driver was shaken up but not hurt in the accident.  

Photo and report by Nancy Melcher



(It's no
secret that
T h e
Cosmos is
i n c l i n e d
towards the

arts community, so it's little wonder
that Darrin Davis caught our eye. He is
a man of many talents and so it was
only natural for us to ask him to join us
for a cup of coffee.)

Where do we start, Darrin? You're a
musician, composer, instrument maker,
photographer, writer. Does that about
cover it?

I'm a painter as well.
What's wrong, Darrin, can't you

make up your mind what to do?
I like to bounce from one thing to

another. It's nice to have a few
options for expressing certain things.
I can never just stick to one. I've tried
in the past, like just do art for a while,
but I find that usually when I get
really inspired to write a song or if I
just try to focus on music, all of a
sudden I really miss painting and hop
onto that. It's always been that way.

But all connected in some way to the
arts. Were you that way inclined in
school?

You're right, yes. My grandfather
was a musician and my mom was a
piano teacher, so I was always around
music growing up. And I always just
loved art when I was growing up and
they always seemed to compliment
each other. I went to university for
visual arts - for painting and photog-
raphy - but a lot of my thesis projects
were tied to music. I would do a
series of paintings and then compose
music to go along with them. I'd do
a presentation of the paintings and
play live music to go along with
them. I've always tried to tie them
together.

Obviously, at the end of every endeav-
our you have an audience, but not like
you have an audience when you're play-
ing an instrument. So between the soli-
tary pursuit of painting and facing an
audience when performing, which do
you prefer?

I call myself an ambivert. I always
thought I was an extrovert and I
always liked that side of music, but I
realized in the last five years that I
really need my solitude and I love
going up to the cottage and just
painting and I like that solitary pur-
suit of art. But I also crave the social
interaction of music: performing
with other people and writing with
other people. When I'm focusing
more on visual arts, I do tend to feel
a little bit lonely and I want to get
out and play more.
What instrument do you play?
My first instrument was saxophone

and that's the main instrument I
play, but I also play guitar and banjo
and a bit of harmonica and I sing as
well.

I also understand that you make gui-
tars, or should I say build guitars?

I don't make them myself, but I've
met a couple of instrument builders

recently and I've been discussing with
them doing some kind of partnership
in terms of them sort of sponsoring
me and either giving me an instru-
ment to perform with  - I do a week-
ly video series on YouTube where I
post a new song each week - and
we've discussed them loaning me an
instrument and me recording a video
with the instrument.

Where did I get the idea you built
them yourself?
I had posted recently online about a

friend of mine who's building guitars
and in Uxbridge Town Talk - I do a
monthly article there - I've written
about a friend who's an instrument
builder, so that might have been it.

Well, that brings up the writing
aspect. You write for Town Talk regu-
larly. On any subject?

Always on something to do with
creativity. I try to write stuff to sort of
inspire people to get out there and,
whatever their creative passion is, to
pursue it more. Deal with some of
the demons that come up when
you're trying to be creative.
You've only recently come to Uxbridge

if I'm not mistaken. About two years
ago?

Yes.
I know you and Amy (Darrin's wife)

are a go-go young couple. Why sleepy
Uxbridge?

We both lived in Toronto for over a
decade and I still love the city, but
we're really big on community, both
of us, and we had a strong communi-
ty on Toronto but I felt it was frag-
mented. Because Toronto is so large,
the community felt very specific, like
it was a very niche community that
we had that was all folk musicians.
Sometimes it could be a little cut-
throat because there were so many
artists all trying to get a piece of a
really big pie. I felt that moving out
somewhere where we could put some
roots down - my mom lives in Port
Perry and we wanted to be closer to
her - so we drove around and
Uxbridge was the first place that we
came to and we just fell in love with
it. 
You made what I think is an unusual

move for a young couple: you moved
right into the heart of the old section of
town.

Yes, we're big walkers and we want-
ed to be where we could walk into
town.

Were you aware of Uxbridge's arts
community before you arrived?

We had heard about it from a cou-
ple of people and when we checked
out some of the shops and saw how
friendly everyone was and a number
of people told us about the studio
tour. So we checked that out and that
was sort of what won us over. That
and the trails.
You've had showings of both your pho-

tography and your art. Do you ever
combine the two in one show?

A couple of time I have, yes, and I
find I like to keep them separate now.
It's funny you should mention it,
though, because I've been writing

down some ideas for some new proj-
ects I want to try and one of them is
to combine the two into one piece.
Do a painting but have some photo-
graphic elements as part of the piece.
But the couple of times I have com-
bined the photographic pieces with
the paintings, I feel like they're
almost too similar to work as well
together, whereas music works well
with either painting or photography.
They're different enough that they
can work off each other.

Can I take it from that that your art-
work is more impressionistic and realis-
tic?

I would say it's leaning a little bit
more towards abstract. Recently, I've
been doing more abstract with text
overlay to try and combine a little
poetry and writing into the paintings.
I've always liked to do abstract por-
traits, so usually recognizable objects
like faces or African masks - I was
inspired by African masks when I was
growing up - so a lot of my work is in
that style.

This might be a question you don't
want to answer. Do you make a living
as an artist?

Yes. It's been a big struggle of my
life, bouncing back and forth
between wanting to hold on to the
integrity that I've always held dear to
me. I've always believed that you do
the painting that you'd want to hang
up in your living room, not the one
that you've heard is going to be pop-
ular. It's been rare that I've tried to
push commercially with something
and I find the couple of times that I
have have been the least successful
commercial endeavours. With the
photography, for me I never saw it as
a career option: it was always that I
just loved it and it was really just for
me. So when we moved here - (Amy
and I are both runners and so we run
the trails here and usually about four
or five times a week we try to get out
on the trails) - I'd often have my
camera with me and take a few pic-
tures for myself. A friend of ours -
Tracey Walker, she's an illustrator
here in town - happened to see some
I'd put up in our living room and she
really liked them and said I should
pitch them to the town as a way to
promote the trails. We bounced a
couple of ideas around and she sug-

gested making a calendar. For some
reason that idea really stuck with me
so I ended up making a calendar.
That was the first full year we were
here so I had a year of photos. So I
put it together and it led into a bunch
of other projects and it became a, for
want of a better word, money-maker
for me.

It really is good to meet someone who
makes a living from art. Most also have
a day job.

I should say that I recently took a
day job at a music store in Markham.
I launched my own business just over
a year ago, combining creativity
coaching with helping artists with a
business plan. I still do that, but I'd
applied for the job at the music store
- I'd wanted to work there since I was
a kid - and I like connecting with
people and because music is such a
passion for me it seemed like a logical
day job. I love running my own busi-
ness but I was finding it a little isolat-
ing.

You do perform as a musician pub-
licly?

Yes. That's something I was doing
five nights a week in Toronto. I also
had a busker's licence so we were in
the TTC all day and then we'd play
all night. It was great. When I met
Amy, my band was looking for a
female backup singer so I invited her
for an audition and she showed up
and it was just me. She made the cut
and then we started playing more and
more together, just the two of us.
She's an amazing piano player: she's
classically trained. So we started play-
ing together with me on saxophone
and guitar and she's a great singer so
we'd do harmonies. When we moved
here, I left the band - I'd been in it
for 12 years - and starting
this summer I'm hosting an
open mike at Col.
McGrady's every Sunday. We
played at the Music Hall last
June for the Oak Ridge
Moraine charity event. We
played in New York City last
year so that was a big high-
light for us.
Do you have anything coming

up?
I've got a new album. I set

up a home recording
studio and wrote an
album about my
grandfather and fin-
ished recording it so
now I'm mixing it and
hopefully it will be
out this summer. And
we're performing at
the Foster Memorial
this August with Chris
Saunders

Darrin, thank you.
Thank you.
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A Cup of Coffee... with Darrin Davis
by Roger Varley

Everyone has a story to tell. Since
libraries are in the business of sharing
the world's stories, the renewal of the
oral tradition in story-telling has
resulted in what we call the Human
Library. 

The concept evolved in
Copenhagen, Denmark, in 2000,
started by a youth organization called
“Stop the Violence”. It spread
through Europe very quickly, and
there are now human libraries all over
the world. 

Uxbridge Public Library held its
first human library last fall; here's
how it works: People willing to share
their experiences make themselves
available as “books” for part or all of
the weekend, and anyone, even you
and I, can “take them out” for half an
hour and listen to their story. Last
year we learned about Michael
Banh's family's arrival in Uxbridge as
refugees from Viet Nam, Conrad
Boyce's theatrical activities in the
Yukon, and how local artist Sheila
Maloney's paintings ended up in a
Paris gallery, along with several other
great adventures from well-known
local personalities. 

The sessions are meant to be inter-
active: you can ask as many questions
as you like, and hopefully learn a lot
about each other. When the time is
up, you “put them back on the shelf ”
and someone else can take them out.
Ideally, you will have called ahead
and booked your time slot, and you
will stay and “read” several human
books over the course of the week-
end.

As we build our “library” of volun-
teers, their bios will be put up on our
website, www.ABCD.ca, to help you
decide which books you would like
to reserve. 
The 2014 Uxbridge Human Library
will be held Oct. 18 and 19. Please
hold the dates, and tell your friends
about it. It promises to be a fun way
to learn more about the people and
the community of Uxbridge.

For more information, or sugges-
tions about “books” you would be
interested in learning from, contact
Chuck Heroux at
chuckheroux@gmail.com. 

Return of the
Human Library



Services
NEW RETAIL SHOW ROOM, RAFFINI DESIGN
INC.@ 30 BROCK ST. W, Uxbridge. Custom
design and install kitchens,bathrooms,entertainment
units,walkin closets,etc. Counter tops, custom stools
and chairs,  home decor, sinks, faucets, lighting and
more! 905-862-9099,
info@raffinidesign.ca or www.raffinidesign.ca   7/10
PRIVATE NURSING: Compassionate local RN for
day/night shifts or longer. Experienced surgical
recovery & eldercare nurse. Available for bookings
from July 27th.  References provided.  (416) 949-
1898.   7/10 
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over
25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-
employed to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-
Eldridge. 905-852-7281   11/20
D.J. PAVING GTA Hot asphalt repairs, crack and
sealing. Locally owned. Free estimates. Skid steer
work and gravel. 905-904-3769   7/31
CLEANING LADY: Available for Uxbridge/sur-
rounding areas. Call Brenda, 905-910-1777   7/10
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: early arrival/late pickup.
Lots of room to play. Hot lunches/snacks provided.
References available. Lorrie, 905-852-2349   7/31
HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and installations,
carpentry, rough and finish, flooring repairs, tile
repairs, rugs, painting (interior & exterior) electrical
repairs, drywall repairs and ceilings. Call 905-852-
1424   7/17
PHOTOGRAPHY AND WEB DESIGN: Wedding,
Event, Portrait.  Web Design for Mobile, Desktop.
Graphic Design and Social Media. Call Wright Web
Photo, 905-852-9520. www.wrightwebphoto.com
7/31
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom Decks
and Yard Structures, Home Improvements and
Renovations, specializing in Custom Designed
Solutions. Decks, Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750   7/31
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. Extreme weather
occurrences reveal problems. Hire an unbiased pro-
fessional to determine your most cost effective strat-
egy. Call or text 416-567-4282   7/31
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced profession-
al. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  7/31

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates or ken-
nels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454
7/31

For Sale
INSTRUMENTS: Retired U.S.S. band director selling
his personal band instruments. Brass, woodwind, etc.
Best offer will be accepted. 705-228-8108   7/10
HUSQVARNA 257 CHAIN SAW, 10 Years old,
$75. Landmark Lawn Tractor 16 HP 46 " Deck, 21
Years old, $200. Yardman 10.5 HP 30 " Snow Blower
10 Years old $300.  Call Dave, 647-382-0044   7/10
2014 PIONEER RV, Solid wood chairs, barn win-
dow, miscellaneous. 905-852-7634  7/17
2005 GMC JIMMY, 155,500 kms, good condition,
parking brake to cert. Black, 2 door, $2,750. 905-
904-3769   7/24
RETRO 60s VINYL COUCH $200, Pine Roll-top
desk $200, Pine wall-mounted cabinet $65, Tiffany-
style light $40. 905-852-7772   7/10
MULTIPLE ITEMS: Water softener in good condition
$100 o.b.o. Aquarium, 45 gallon tank with 2 door
stand, $100. Home Spa personal whirlpool for bath
tub, Canadian made, $60. Two (2) grey table lamps
$20/pair. TheraBand 55cm Pro Exercise Ball, $15.
Sewing/hobby table, sides fold for compact storage,
$45. Porcelain doll, Limited edition Ashton Drake,
$35.  905-852-7543   7/17
PERENNIALS: 200 varieties, large field-grown
perennials, $5 ea. Grasses, shade, sun, drought toler-
ant & native plants. gardengateperennials.com
24303 Weir’s Sideroad, Pefferlaw. 705-437-4897
Open Friday through Tuesday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.   7/10

For Rent
LARGE FURNISHED BEDROOM for working per-
son.  Utilities and parking included.  No smoking or
pets. $525/mo.  905-852-4454   7/31
FULLY FENCED HORSE ACREAGE plus parking
for farm vehicles. 905-852-7634   7/17
COZY WALK-OUT ONE-BEDROOM BASE-
MENT APT.,  available July 1. Small kitchenette,
gas fireplace, separate entrance, washer/dryer. In
town, near trails. Suits single person, $800/mo. No
pets, no smoking. 1st & last, references required.
905-852-6375   7/10

Wanted
PART-TIME PERMANENT SALES ASSOCIATE
for a higher end jewellery store located in Uxbridge.
The ideal candidate must have some flexibilty with
hours. Prior jewellery experience an asset, but full
brand and jewellery training will be provided. If you

are a retail sales professional looking for a rewarding
career and part time work, this job is for you. Please
send your resume via email to laura@rutledgejew-
ellers.com or drop by the store and ask for Laura or
Jen.   7/10
STUDENT SUMMER JOB: Looking for mature,
capable student to work on our country ome proper-
ty in Goodwood and at our Muskoka cottage. Jobs
include painting, gardening and property mainte-
nance. Flexible hourse, competitive wages. Email
your work experience to jburkhard@sympatico.ca or
call 905-642-0386   7/10
NATIVE SWEAT LODGE GROUP looking for a
location (land, an acre would do) to conduct
Ceremony & have a Sacred Fire. Call Frank 416-705-
8427   7/17

Events
JOB OPPORTUNITY for any sport or health mind-
ed people!! Week of July 8th in the Uxbridge area we
will be hosting 8 events looking for the right individ-
uals. Social Media Savvy a must! Text for more infor-
mation  Nicole Scott  416-427-5080   7/10
MARK SCHWAN, Pro Skier, Iron Man Athlete, High
performance Coach is coming to Uxbridge. Learn the
secrets of his Olympians. Fri., July 11, Noon - 1 p.m.
Scrambles @Fox Run Golf Club.  30 spots only. Must
register. Call Nicole Scott 416-427-5090   7/10
SUMMER DAY CAMP at Cynthia Cupples Pottery
Studio/Farm. Have fun with clay, horses, and lots of
other fun activities. Come for the day or the week.
July 14-18 and Aug. 11-15.
www.cynthiacupples.com   7/17

Yard Sales
GARAGE SALE: Sat., July 12, 8 a.m.- 2 pm. 173
Maple St. (NE corner of Cedar & Maple - the house
behind the hedge). Good stuff: garden statues &
metal artwork , home decor , housewares, furniture,
framed artwork, large dog crate, deluxe extendable
white metal gate (for pet/toddler), cookbook collec-
tion, artist easel & supplies, mosquito magnets, and
much more. Email: moredetails123@gmail.com
SAT., JULY 12, 8 a.m.-12 noon. Rain or shine.
12 Confederation Dr. Good quality items, tools,
household items, etc.

Found
KEYS: Found at Brock St. W near Beech St. Vehicle
(Ford) keys as well as other personal keys. If you
think they’re yours, call the Uxbridge Cosmos at 905-
852-1900 to identify.
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“You shall not give
false testimony against
your neighbour.”

Exodus 20:16

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for 

up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words. 
Get linked online for only $5 more!

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

HOME

OFFICE

COTTAGE

IT’S TIME YOU OWNED

A GILLDERCROFT!

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Garage Doors & Openers

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Classified

SUMMERTIME!
WE’LL HELP YOU BRIGHTEN

THINGS UP!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

416-702-6604

FACTORY TILE
OUTLET

Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls

Italian 12” x 24” 
porcelain tile, now

on sale!
$2.99 / sq. ft.

Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery

PROMOTE your business HERE!
Best deal going! 
ONLY $25/week

Call 905 852 1900 for details



the Zehrs employee who told me that
Zehrs could do nothing needs to be
educated about Zehrs policies. 
I wonder if that had been a child left

in the car, if I would have been dis-
missed. We are talking about a life
here. There will be a letter going to
Zehrs head office. I hope that this
incident grabs the attention of pet
owners, Zehrs employees, and Zehrs
head office.

Nancy Emo
Uxbridge

Your photograph of Frank's bike and
article (June 26) was powerful for my
eyes. During my young adolescent
years, my father and mother left my
sister and myself in the care of an eld-
erly Mrs. Freeman for several months
each winter. They flew their 750 four
(as we called it, four being the number
of cylinders) to Denver, then motor-
cycled all around the southwest and
west coast of continental USA.   
Yes, Frank is brave on his 39-year old

bike. Maybe my parents were brave,
too… leaving their two girls in the
care of a hired hand for several
months! But, they did have a
sparkling, new Honda 750! In those
days, it sure was something special.
Looking at your photograph now,
yikes! My parents biked around, the
two of them! on that thing with their
tent and clothes for three months?
Holy hillocks. I look forward to fol-
lowing Frank's excursion. 

Leslie Warren 
Unionville 

(the other U town)

A couple of weeks ago, (June 25th to
the 29th) some of the members of the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society
travelled to Charlottetown, PEI to
attend the 11th Biennial Conference
hosted by the L.M.Montgomery
Institute at the University of PEI. The
conference theme was “Montgomery
and War”, in keeping with this year's
commemoration of WWI.  

Montgomery's novel Rilla of Ingleside
is one of the few accounts written
from a woman's point of view
describing life on the home front dur-
ing the Great War and many of the
presentations during the conference
centered on this important piece of
work. The conference attracted speak-
ers and attendees from places all over
the world, including Finland, Japan,
England, Sweden, Australia, and all
parts of the US and Canada. 
Barb Pratt presented on behalf of the

LMMSO and her paper “Changes:
L.M.Montgomery and Post-War
Leaskdale” was very well received. 

The most exciting part for us as a
group going to PEI, however, was the
fact that we were able to take our play
“Maud of Leaskdale” for one per-
formance on Friday night.   

In order to understand the signifi-
cance of this, please note that whenev-
er anyone mentions Montgomery the
response is nearly always “Oh yes, I
know Anne of Green Gables, I've
been there” (meaning they've been to
PEI). Our mandate as the LMMSO
in charge of the National Historic Site
in Leaskdale has been to promote the
life of Montgomery in Ontario, and
when we can take our play to PEI it
means that we have been doing our
job. In reality we were bringing
“Maud” back to her beloved Island!
The logistics of organizing a perform-
ance from out of province are phe-
nomenal, but thanks to the hard work
of our Island born and raised member
Earle Lockerby, the attendance for the
evening was the largest audience ever
for the play!  

Jennifer Carroll, our “Maud” sensa-
tion did us all proud with her stellar
performance. The reviews were mag-
nificent and we are already reaping
the rewards as attendees from the con-
ference come to visit our site. 

The significance of participating in
this conference exemplifies another
milestone reached by our group of
dedicated volunteers. We do not for
one minute, though, take the achieve-
ments that have been reached over the
years for granted. Every important
event has triumphed because we are a
part of Uxbridge Township and have
received tremendous support from
our home town. 

We extend our thanks to our Mayor
and Regional Councillor and mem-
bers of the council and staff who for
years have supported our endeavours
in many ways and who continue to do
so. We thank the Tourism Advisory
Board who supported the play signifi-
cantly in its first year. We thank the
artists who have made and continue
to make significant artistic contribu-
tions to our site including the play.
Most of all we thank the citizens of
our township who attend teas, plays,
concerts, gift sales, and other special
events and who have given generously
to many of our fundraisers. We would
not be where we are today without
you. When we succeed, we do so
together!

Melanie Whitfield
President of LMMSO

The Roxy Kids in Action is an organ-
ization of kids ages 8-14 who donate
their time and effort to help the com-
munity. Every year, we hold our Good
Stuff Sale, with a BBQ, jellybean jar,
bake sale, and more. We sell books,
toys, furniture, and much more to
help raise money for a charity. Every
year we hold a meeting to vote for a
charity, and this year, the voting was
more intense than ever. There were
many suggestions. I volunteered my
idea - the Durham Children's Aid
Society, or more specifically, foster
homes.

My family has been a foster family
for seven years, and fostering is very
important to me. My first thought I
had, when I started to talk about my
idea, was Elle. Elle, a six-year old girl
and our most recent foster child, had
a humongous impact on not only my
family, but many friends, like two of
my closest friends, Kyrsten Blowing
and Sarah McAllister. Elle went to
school with us, and was loved by
everyone. When she was adopted,
everyone was devastated she was leav-
ing but so very happy that she was
adopted by a loving family. Whenever
her name is even mentioned, Sarah,
Kyrsten and I can't help but cry.

My idea was approved, and I was
thrilled. The money raised was split
between Sick Kids Hospital and
Durham Children's Aid Society. This
Good Stuff Sale, our 10th Annual
Good Stuff Sale, raised more money

than ever before- $3,300. 
Many thanks to Cathy Christoff, the

owner of the Roxy and the organizer
of the event, to the Roxy Kids for
their assistance, and all the people
who donated or bought items to help
make this sale our most successful yet. 

If you are thinking that you would
like to join Roxy Kids for our 18th
year of volunteering, join us in
September at our start up meeting for
the 2014/15 season. 

For more information visit the web-
site www.roxytheatres.com and click
on “Clubs” and then “Roxy Kids in
Action”.

Nicole Elliot, 12
A Roxy Kid in Action

For over a year now, Uxbridge
Council has been working towards a
bylaw to regulate shooting ranges,
specifically Uxbridge Shooting Sports
(USS). The fun started back in May,
2013, when Council almost passed an
early version of the bylaw that would
have permitted shooting four out of
seven days per week. When residents
learned of Council's plans, we object-
ed, and a Public Meeting on the mat-
ter was called in June, 2013.
Residents came before Council again
in August, 2013, and provided
Council with a costly legal opinion
about the responsibility of
municipalitites to regulate
noise and nuisance to resi-
dents. Instead of passing the
by-law, a taxpayer-funded
sound study was called for.
When the results were finally
delivered in March, 2014,
they confirmed what residents
already knew all along - it's
VERY LOUD!!! 

Swallow Acoustics docu-
mented sound levels at resi-
dents’ houses of up to 86dB -
far above the maximum level
of 45dB recommended to
municipalities under current
guidelines from the Province
of Ontario (NPC-300). 

Residents went before
Council again in April, 2014,
along with an expert environ-
mental consultant they hired
who explained the Province's

noise guidelines and related issues to
Council members. After a few more
delays, the bylaw was finally ready to
be voted on once again on June 23,
2014 - but a last-minute motion by
Councillor Ballinger requested an
additional delay “to speak to resi-
dents” - which Council supported!
The bylaw will come before Council
again on July 14, 2014, one of the last
opportunities for Council to pass it
before the upcoming election. If
Council fails to pass it for any reason,
this whole ordeal may well start from
scratch with the new Council follow-
ing the election.  As currently written,
Bylaw 2014-080 achieves a reasonable
compromise between the resident's
right to relief from excessive noise ver-
sus the rights of USS to continue
shooting. It provides up to 24 hours
per week of shooting, but requires the
club to use noise abatement measures
to gradually reduce their sound levels
to a 60dB maximum as of August 31,
2015, and a 50dB maximum as of
August 31, 2016. On behalf of the
100-plus local residents who have
been waiting for more than a year for
this, we urge the Mayor and Council
to pass the bylaw as currently written
on July 14, 2014.  

Jim Burgess 
Goodwood
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V I E W P O I N T S

How well do you know the high-
ways and byways of Uxbridge
Township? The first person each

week to call into our office number,
905-852-1900, and correctly identify
the location of our photo, will receive a
prize; this week, it’s two tickets to
Ryleepuss Production’s A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.  

Photo by Paige Cassibo

Mike is a regular performing musician in the community. He is well-
known for his powerful voice and unique interpretation of contemporary
songs. He is also known as a radio host with Whistle Radio in Stouffville
(102.7 FM). Mike is a staunch supporter of local musicians and has a life-
long record of community involvement. Appearing with him will be Bruce
MacNeil, Jonathan Ison, Andrew Heathcote and Sam Chefero.

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

JULY 11 - MIKE BURNS

This
Friday
at the 
Foster

Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian

 (by appointment)

   Available

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Rick Callaghan

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

FREE COURTESY CAR

BY APPOINTMENT

Letters, continued from page 4



S t o r m y
skies

Laser light
shows at rock concerts are fun, but
they're a poor imitation of what
nature produces, and early summer
is prime time for these spectacular
displays! 

When warm air rises into the high-
er layers of the atmosphere, it cools
and dust particles become platforms
for condensation to occur. Tiny
water droplets are formed, which are
what we see as clouds. Various types
of clouds result from different condi-
tions. The puffy, white, cotton-balls
that pop up in the afternoon are
cumulus: fair-weather clouds that are

common across the clear blue skies
of summer. It's their towering
cousins, the cumulonimbus clouds,
that bring the excitement of a thun-
derstorm. These massive clouds form
when hot moist air rises rapidly,
often along a frontal system where
cooler air from Canada's north clash-
es with the hot, sultry air from the
US deep south. They can rise over 20
km high, and form flat anvil-shaped
tops. 

Inside the clouds there's a lot hap-
pening. Droplets collide and com-
bine into raindrops and begin to fall
the long distance to the ground. If
they form higher up in the clouds
they may be ice instead of water. The
falling droplets grow in size and cre-
ate a downdraft of cold air and mois-

ture that eventually spreads out at
the Earth's surface. This is what
causes the strong winds often associ-
ated with thunderstorms. Hail is also
common with thunderstorms, occa-
sionally reaching golf-ball size or
larger. 
Strong or severe thunderstorms may

also rotate, in formations known as
supercells. It's these dangerous

storms that spawn tornadoes, cause
flash floods, and have damaging
downbursts. A 1953 study found
that the average thunderstorm, over
several hours, expends enough ener-
gy to equal 50 atomic-bombs of the
type that was dropped on
Hiroshima, Japan during World War
Two. 

Lightning, thunder, wind, and rain
are all part of the fun of summer.
Remember to stay safe inside, and
enjoy these natural light shows. They
use the energy just from the air to
make a sound and light show worthy

of the best heavy metal rock stars!
Rock ON! 

I received a note from Alan to tell
me about his recent sightings along
the Trans Canada Trail just east of
Lakeridge Road. The first was “while
riding my bike east from Lakeridge
Road a “wildcat” probably a Bobcat
[was] crossing the trail just south of
Concession 12. It was greyish in
colour about the size of a midsize
dog. It was moving fast and hard to
get a good look but definitely a
member of the cat family based on
ears and tail.” 

The next day “a young bear about
two years old jumped up from the
pond on the north side about half
way along the stretch from Lakeridge
to the 12th and ran along the trail in
an easterly direction.” Alan alerted
another walker with a dog running
off-leash, and they both left the area
back towards Lakeridge. 

It's important to realize that
Uxbridge is surrounded by wild
areas, frequented by many types of
wild animals. While they may be
startled to see you, they must be
treated with respect and given plenty
of space to go their own way. 

Do you have a question about some-
thing in the natural world? Send it to
the Nature Nut, and she will have a
response in an upcoming column. E-
mail her your observations and ques-
tions at TheNatureNut@bell.net.
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The Nature Nut 
with Nancy Melcher

Jewel on the Hill
The Story of Ontario’s

Thomas Foster Memorial

Now available at:
Blue Heron Books

The Uxbridge Cosmos
Thomas Foster Memorial

Uxbridge Historical Centre

What is YOUR
Headache Pattern?

All headaches are not created
equally.  Some are felt at the top
of the head, others are felt over
the eyes etc.  The pattern helps
to determine which tissue is the
culprit that refers, or sends, the
pain up to the head.  

Take a look at the four pictures.
Which one most closely models
your headache?  Once this is
confirmed with an examina-
tion, treatment is directed at
that pain generating joint,
nerve or muscle.  

A combination of strategies are
used to restore function.  The
result is NO MORE
HEADACHES!!!  Imagine a
pain-free life.

Call today and get on the
road to recovery.  Mention
this article for a no-charge
consultation.  

Learn fun Golf
in the morning...

Swim in the afternoon!

JUNIOR CAMPS
July 21 - 25      August 11 - 15and

Run by
Foxbridge’s Pro:

Brad Hickey

brad@foxbridgegolf.ca
905.852.7962

A Supercell

Cumulus clouds

The featured vehicle at the opening night of the Uxbridge Cruise-in was a ‘53
Convertible Oldsmobile 88, owned by Bruce Statton of Uxbridge. 

Photo by Donna Kennedy


