
by Roger Varley

Monday night’s council meeting
ended with controversy and angry
words when passage of the town-
ship’s proposed shooting range
bylaw was delayed once more at the
request of Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger.
The debate on the proposed bylaw

has wrangled on for months, but
last week council assured residents
the bylaw would be passed.
However, at the last minute, as the
bylaw was about to be passed, Mr.
Ballinger moved that it be tabled
until the next council meeting in
two weeks.
Prefacing his remarks by admitting

he is not in favour of the bylaw, Mr.

Ballinger said he recently visited the
club and then talked to nearby resi-
dents.

"They never mentioned noise," he
said, "they mentioned the petition."

Holding up a copy of the petition,
Mr. Ballinger said the petition,
signed by 91 residents in the area of
the shooting club, only dealt with
the club's hours of operation, not
the noise levels.

"They didn't sign anything about
noise," he said.

"I'm trying to be reasonable," he
said, pointing out the proposed
bylaw addresses both reduced noise
levels and shorter hours of operation
and adding that he had not heard
any noise from the club.

A recorded vote on the tabling

motion, requested by the regional
councillor, resulted in a tie.
Councillors Bev Northeast, Pat
Molloy and Pat Mikuse voted
against tabling the bylaw, while
Councillors Jacob Mantle and
Gordon Highet sided with Mr.
Ballinger. That put Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor in the position of
having to break the tie. 

The mayor, visibly annoyed at the
turn of events, eventually decided to
support Mr. Ballinger, but made it
clear that the bylaw will be passed in
two weeks.

"We've had ample time to deal
with this," she told Mr. Ballinger.
"In two weeks, it will be finished."

Her support for tabling the bylaw
resulted in a few people walking out
of chambers in a huff and angry
comments from the remaining resi-
dents. In question period after the
regular council business was com-
pleted, one woman engaged in an
angry exchange with both the
mayor and Mr. Ballinger. She
repeatedly asked why Mr. Ballinger
had waited until "the 11th hour" to

make his motion. Such was the heat
of the exchange with the mayor that
other residents, who also were upset
by the decision, were telling the
woman to "calm down and
breathe".

Mr. Ballinger said later he wanted
the bylaw tabled so that he could go
out and speak to residents near the
Uxbridge Shooting Sports property.

"The petition (originally) was
about hours of operation, but now
it's all about noise," he said. "I want
to find out does the noise affect peo-
ple? They told us they don't want
the club to have extra hours. All I'm
trying to do is find out why noise is
now the issue."

He said he didn't request the
tabling to upset people, "but if I
don't speak my mind, what am I
doing on council?"
Mr. Ballinger said he regretted put-

ting the mayor in the position of
having to break the tie but he didn't
want to see the shooting club "put
in a corner" after 50 years of opera-
tion.

Prior to voting on Mr. Ballinger's

motion, council unanimously sup-
ported an amendment the mayor
asked for changing some of the
wording in the bylaw. The effect of
the wording change means
Goodwood Shooting Club is
exempt from the bylaw if the club
continues to operate the way it has
until now, said township clerk
Debbie Leroux. A lawyer represent-
ing the Goodwood club told coun-
cil a couple of weeks ago that, since
there had been no complaints about
that club, if it was not exempted the
club would take the issue to court.
The change in wording will stand
when the bylaw is brought back to
council.
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RETIRED AND READY TO RIDE - Frank Scheitrowsky’s 1975 Honda CB750 motorcycle is hitting the road as soon as school’s out. For more on Frank’s trip, see page 13.
Photo by Frank Scheitrowsky
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Happy Canada Day!
The Cosmos is taking a

short break. 
There will be no paper

on July 3...We’ll be
back in your mailbox

July 10! 
Our office will re-open

July 7.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for July

Monday, July 14th 
SPECIAL COUNCIL         

9:30 a.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Follow the
Township Online

Street Sweeping
Street sweeping will be continuing over the next few weeks, weather per-
mitting. Please try not to park on the streets during this time. Please leave
the sand on the road, as there will not be any special pick up of sand left
in piles or in pails. It is acceptable to rake any sand that has accumulated
on the boulevard into the curb and gutter prior to the sweeping of the street.
Any areas that are missed due to parked cars will be redone after all
sweeping is complete. Below is the schedule for sweeping:

1. S/W corner of town-COMPLETED 2. S/E corner of town-COMPLETED
3. N/E corner of town-COMPLETED       4. Rural subdivisions & hamlets-

COMPLETED
5. N/W corner of town                         6. Town parking lots

(The town portion is divided into 4 areas with Brock & Main Streets as the
centre point.)

Community Heritage 
and Family History

Room 
Assistant Internship

Position

HOURS: Full-time, 28-week
Internship position (35 hours
per week) available July 14,
2014 to January 23, 2015

SALARY: $17.00 per hour

JOB SUMMARY:  This 28-
week internship offers the
qualified applicant an oppor-
tunity to use his/her knowl-
edge of Community Heritage
and Family History, technolo-
gy, analytical skills, and com-
munication abilities in cata-
loging, identifying, and pro-
moting the collection. It is a
great opportunity to receive
valuable experience using
information technology to pro-
vide training to both staff and
the public, and to showcase
information technology in the
public library system. This
position will also involve mar-
keting the collection and pub-
lic speaking. 

DEADLINE:  July 13, 2014 at
5:00 p.m.

APPLY TO:

Alexandra Hartmann
CEO/Chief Librarian
Township of Uxbridge Public
Library
9 Toronto Street, PO Box 279
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1P7
Email: ahartmann@uxlib.com

FREE 
FAMILY ACTIVITY

DAY
ON CANADA DAY!

Uxbridge Summer Camps
will be hosting a FREE
Family Activity Day with

sports to reflect the
PanAm/Para PanAm

Games 2015 and to encour-
age family geared physical

fitness! 

* All events must be 
pre-registered: 
905-852-7831 

LIMITED SPACE!

9:15 a.m. or 10:15 a.m.:     
Family Archery, 

Elgin Park
1 p.m. or 2 p.m.:  

Family Dance Lesson,
Dance Party at the

Bandshell
1 p.m. or 2 p.m.:  

Family Canoe on 
Elgin Pond

1 p.m. or 2 p.m.:  
Family Flag Football &

Games, 
Elgin Park

AVEC New Committee / 
New Community Project

A new committee - the Arts and
Visual Enhancement
Committee (AVEC ), has been
formed  by  Uxbridge Township
Council.

As a first step, this Committee,
via Council, has initiated a
Public Art Opportunity for
artists, a “Call for Art”. This
details a carving of Uxbridge's
founding citizen, Joseph
Gould, to be situated in Elgin
Park. The carving will honour
the work of Joseph Gould and
his contribution to the commu-
nity of Uxbridge.

The committee is made up of
three members of Uxbridge's
vibrant artistic community, two
members of the general public,
and two council members.

Following the lead of many
communities across the coun-
try, this Committee recognizes
that public art has a positive
impact upon our community.
Public art enhances appear-
ance, generates community
pride amongst residents,
increases respect for public
property, and promotes
tourism. Given the strength and
breadth of the local Uxbridge
artist community, (see the artis-
tic carvings and murals already
around the region) the commit-
tee plans to have public art and
visual enhancement contribute
positively to the dynamic
nature of our community. For
further general information, or if
you have ideas for the use of
art in the township, contact
Debbie Leroux  at 905-852-
9181. For further details on the
Call for Art, visit
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/bids
_and_tenders.

Request for Quotes
Q14-14:  

Public Art Program
Sealed Tenders will be
received until 2 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 18th, 2014 by:
Debbie Leroux, Clerk,
Township of Uxbridge

Lowest or any bid not 
necessarily accepted. 

This Bid Document is posted on
the Township of Uxbridge's web-
site at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/
bids_and_tenders under Current
Bid Opportunities and is avail-
able for downloading in Adobe
Acrobat Version 6.0 or higher (at
no charge or for a fee) by follow-
ing the registration instructions
on that page.  Please ensure that
when you download the docu-
ment, you add your company's
name to the Document Takers
List in order to receive any
addenda that may be issued.
For questions regarding down-
loading of documents, contact
the Clerk's Department at 905-
852-9181, Ext. 220.
The bidder is solely responsible

for ensuring receipt of all adden-
da posted on the Township's
website and that they have been
taken into account in the forma-
tion of their bid. In submitting a
Bid, the Bidder acknowledges,
understands and accepts the
conditions noted in this article.
To receive addenda by email,
bidders must register on the
Township's website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/
bids_and_tenders on the Current
Bid Opportunities page.

Delivery of Tender Documents
by Mail: Where document takers
request delivery of any competi-
tive bid documents by mail, the
Township accepts no liability or
responsibility, and is not under
any obligation, to ensure the
document is received by the
requestor within a time frame
sufficient to allow the requestor
to submit a bid.
The request to use the mail,
courier services or any third
party for delivery of any competi-
tive bid documents to the docu-
ment taker will be entirely at the
risk of the requestor and the
Township will be under no obliga-
tion to extend any competitive
bid closing dates in the event of
a claim of a delay in receipt of
the documents mailed by the
Township.

CELEBRATE
CANADA

DAY
JULY 1, 2014

Elgin Park gates open
at 5 p.m. 

Live music with
“Whatever Sticks”, Zoo

to You, Superman,
Bossy Bingo, Bonner

Boys Dunk Tank, Kids’
Activities, Wagon

Ridges, Belly Button,
Great Food, Fireworks

with Music 
Donate to “Celebrate”
Suggested donation -

$20 per family

Sign By-Law
Requirements

The Township of Uxbridge Special
Sign By-law regulates all signage
and advertising devices, with the
goal of maintaining the historical
architecture and ambience of the
Uxbridge Heritage area.
Specifically, it indicates the com-
munity's wish for visual coher-
ence, predominately through the
use of signs, thereby attempting
to promote a sense of time and
place, and the overall aesthetic
character of the township.

•  All newly constructed signs, as
well as changes to signs located
within the Township, must have a
permit issued by the Chief
Building Official or his/her desig-
nate. If you are planning to install
or alter a sign, please contact the
Township Building Department
regarding the required provisions.
•  Special sign provisions apply to
all signage located within the
Downtown Heritage Conservation
District of Uxbridge.
•  A-frame signs within downtown
Uxbridge must be no larger than
1.04m2 (11 square feet), and must
only be displayed in the location
identified in the permit, and only
during the actual hours of busi-
ness. All portable signs, including
A-frame, T-frame, sandwich
boards, and menu boards must
be issued a sign permit through
the By-Law Department.

For further information please
contact the Township of Uxbridge
Building of By-Law Department at
(905) 852-9181, ext 214.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE
SCHEDULE “1”

SCHEDULE OF RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHARGES

Charge Per Unit Type

SCHEDULE OF NON-RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHARGES

Services

General Government 

Library Services 

Fire & Rescue 

Animal Control 
Parks & Recreation

Public Works 

Township Engineering 

Singles
&

Semis

Other
Multiples
(Rows)

Apartments Special
Care/

Special    
Needs

Garden
Suites

General
Government

$0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Library $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Fire & Rescue $794 $621 $405 $297 $270

Animal Control $32 $25 $17 $12 $11

Parks &
Recreation

$4,680 $3,662 $2,388 $1,751 $1,592

Public Works $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Township
Engineering

$4,754 $3,719 $2,426 $1,779 $1,617 

TOTAL
CHARGE

$10,260 $8,027 $5,236 $3,839 $3,490 

Service Per square metre of GFA

General Government $0.00 

Library Services $0.00 

Fire & Rescue $3.90

Animal Control $0.00 

Parks & Recreation $0.00

Public Works $0.00 

Township Engineering $23.14 

TOTAL CHARGE $27.04 

FROM THE TAX
OFFICE...

2014 Final Property 
Tax Bills

All Residential, Managed
Forest and Farmland Final
Property Tax Bills have been
mailed. Payments for these
bills are due on the following
due dates:

•  The FIRST Tax Installment is
due and payable on
Wednesday, June 25, 2014.
• The SECOND Tax Installment
is due and payable on
Thursday, September 25,
2014.

Commercial, Industrial and
Multi-Residential Final
Property Tax Bills will be
mailed the first week of June.
Payments for these bills are
due on the following due dates:

•  The FIRST Tax Installment is
due and payable on Tuesday,
July 15, 2014.
• The SECOND Tax Installment
is due and payable on
Wednesday, September 25,
2014.

Penalty/interest charges will
be applied to Installments not
paid by the end of the month in
which the Installment is due, at
the rate of 1.25% (or 15% a
year) on the first day of the fol-
lowing month and on the first
day of each calendar month
thereafter in which the default
continues.
Failure to receive a Tax Notice

does not excuse the taxpayer
from responsibility for payment
of taxes nor liability of any
penalty or interest due to late
payments. The penalty/interest
charges cannot be waived or
reduced by the Tax
Department or Council for any
reason.

Tax payments can be made
by the following: In person by
Interac, cheque or cash, by
mail (post-dated cheques are
accepted), telephone &
Internet banking, drop box, or
at most banks.

If you did not receive your
2014 Final Tax Bill, please call
the Tax Department at 905-
852-9181 Ext. 211.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR
2014 FINAL TAX BILL FOR
INCOME TAX PURPOSES. 

If a reprinted tax bill or receipt
is required for any previous
year's taxes, a fee of $10 will
apply.

THE 
UXBRIDGE PUBLIC

LIBRARY 
HAS MOVED!

We are now at our temporary
location for the duration of
our renovations. The
address is:

2 Campbell Drive, 
Suite 307A,  Uxbridge

Hours of operation: 
Monday to Friday, 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Summer Fun For All At
The Library!

Do your kids need to have
tons of fun and be kept busy
for an entire week or two this
summer? Summer camps at
the library are returning for
the weeks of July 14 - 18 and
August 11 - 15. Prepare for a
Building Bonanza!!

Back for another fantastic
year, the TD Summer
Reading Club will meet
every Wednesday from 10
a.m. until noon. This pro-
gram is for children entering
Grades 2 through 7 in
September. It is a fun-filled,
FREE program made possi-
ble by TD Bank Financial
Group.

Finally, we are also offering a
variety of amazing, awe-
some programs for children
of all age groups. Please
drop in to pick up a
July/August program calen-
dar or check it out on our
website, www.uxlib.com

Tween Online Summer
Reading Club (Entering
Grades 5 - 7 in September
2014)
www.uxlib.com/tweenstalk

Teen Online Summer
Reading Club (Entering
Grades 8 and over in
September 2014)
www.uxlib.com/teenreading

Registration is now
open for summer

camps and programs.
Information, calendars
and registration forms

are available at our
temporary 
location.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE!
Uxpool - a great place to swim! 

New Boiler at Uxpool!
The staff at Uxpool would like to say thank you to all patrons
for their ongoing support during the past three months. We

have struggled with cold air and cold water and appreciate the
support given from the community. 

We are happy to announce a brand new high efficiency boiler
for the pool water that will eliminate all 

pool temperature problems. 
Uxpool strives to keep their water temperature at 

82-83 degrees and will continue to be a 
warm and friendly place to visit!

NOTICE OF PASSING OF A
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES

BY-LAW BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF

UXBRIDGE
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES
ACT, 1997, S.O. 1997, c.27

TAKE NOTICE that on May 26,
2014, the Council of The
Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge passed By-law 2014-
065 under Section 2 of the
Development Charges Act, 1997,
which imposes Township-wide
development charge rates.

The charges in the aforemen-
tioned by-law will apply to all new
residential and non-residential
development, subject to certain
terms, conditions and limited
exemptions as identified in therein.

Township-wide development
charges are levied against new
development to pay for the
increased capital costs related to
the provision of such municipal
services as library, fire and rescue,
parks and recreation, public works,
animal control, general govern-
ment and Township-wide engi-
neering services. Schedule 1
below sets out the development
charge rates applicable throughout
the Township. 

Both the residential and non- res-
idential development charge rates
will be in effect as of May 26,
2014. Copies of the by-law can be
viewed and downloaded at the
Township of Uxbridge's website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca. The
complete development charges
by-law can also be examined at
the Township's Clerk's Office from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday at the address
shown below. 

Any person or organization may
appeal to the Ontario Municipal
Board in respect to the by-law by
filing with the Clerk of The
Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge, not later than July 7,
2014, a notice of appeal setting
out the objection to the by-law or
by-laws and the reasons in sup-
port of the objection.

A key map has not been included
in this notice as the Development
Charges By-law applies to all
lands located within the bound-
aries of the Township of Uxbridge.

For further information, please
contact the Clerk's Office at (905)
852-9181. 

DATED at The Corporation of the
Township of Uxbridge this 28th
day of May, 2014.

Debbie Leroux
Director of Legislative
Services/Clerk
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, 
Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1T1
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our two cents

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

And many happy returns

Letters to the Editor

Happy Birthday.
First, a Happy Birthday to Canada. In amongst the red and white flag waving, the bbqs and

the fireworks, we really do owe it to ourselves and our country to take a moment and really
take stock of where we live.

Listen to the radio. Watch the television. Get your news from any source of media you like,
and take a look at what’s going on in the world. Unless you’re listed to GoodNewsAllTheTime
AM, you’re likely to be brought to tears by the sickening things that are going on all over the
globe. Two hundred and nineteen Nigerian schoolgirls are still missing. Iraqi Shia militias are
trying desperately to hold back Sunni insurgents as they try to force their way towards Syria,
another country already in dire shape. Russia is flexing its muscles while it ignores the world’s
please to back off on attempts to annex the Ukraine. FIFA is helping to dull the pain a little,
pulling focus from some of the things going on. (Wouldn’t it be fabulous if all world conflict
could be solved in this way? Pit country against country in a football match. Let them duke it
out on the pitch at an alloted time and place, rather than killing thousands randomly over
time. You wouldn’t want it tournament style, though, because then you’d have a cup winner,
a.k.a. world domination. And that’s just not what we’re going for here... But we digress).

We in Canada have our own sets of troubles, to be sure. We treat our First Nations people
abhorrently. We don’t do much better with our vetrans. The Northen Gateway pipeline issue
is only beginning. Our gas prices are way too high. And Rob Ford is still in the running for
mayor of Toronto. But when all is said and done, we really do have it made in the shade. We
are one lucky group of people that get to call this place home. Count your Canadian blessings
this July 1, and spend a thought on those who aren’t as fortunate.

Our second Happy Birthday goes to the Cosmos. Oh, it isn’t the Cosmos’ birthday, per se,
that’s in September. But it’s been a year since our beloved Conrad Boyce passed his editor’s
hat over to Lisha to “retire” (we all know he’s been busier than ever). And it’s been quite a
year. The learning curve was so steep there, for awhile, that it was concave. But things seem
to be evening out now, and The Cosmos is still operating under the same mandate as it always
has - all Uxbridge, only Uxbridge (township, of course.) 

Whenever we’re asked how it’s been going here at the paper, a favourite reply is “Well, no
one has thrown tomatoes at our heads, or bricks through the window!” It’s hard to know who
we’re pleasing and who we aren’t. It’s great to have folks say, “You’re doing a great job, keep
it up!” but, in the quest to always to be better, and ultimately the best, we’re always wonder-
ing if there isn’t something that someone is holding back. Suggestions on ways to make the
paper more appealing, more readable (notice that the font size HAS been maintained over
the past 12 months!) and just better are always welcome. Attacks on personalities that are
featured writers in the paper aren’t as welcome - we need to remember that everyone is enti-
tled to an opinion, and just because a columnist puts forth an opinion, it doesn’t always mean
that everyone else involved with the paper always agrees. You should hear some of the edi-
torial meetings that go on in this office! 

That said, The Cosmos is soldiering on, aiming to become even bigger and better than it has
been. We love the comments, we love the letters, and we love the support. 

We love Uxbridge. We love Canada.
Enjoy your long weekend, everyone, you deserve it. Happy Birthday.

Let's not tamper with institutions
that are working well!

The group I am talking about
today is  the Uxbridge Car Cruise.
This ran successfully for many
years in the parking lot of the old
Dominion Auto. This group of
nearly 300 vehicles could be seen
there every Thursday evening for
many years. They usually had live
local musical entertainment, they
held a 50/50 draw each time, and
all profits stayed right in this area.
Many of these folks came from
quite a distance, so some people ate
at local establishments. Afterwards
they frequented our pubs, Tim's or
Kawartha Dairy! 

Now all that has changed. They
had to find a new venue, and for a
short while it was held in the arena
parking lot, but for some reason
that didn't work out. So they were
moved to Elgin Park. Sounds OK,
right? 

The long driveway leading into
the park is not paved. These fancy
vehicles (read babies) cannot be
driven on a gravel road or bumpy
grass. The  group was promised
that the drive would be paved
before the "cruise season". This
didn’t happen.

For insurance reasons (I believe),
a group of helpful young men from
a local service group was asked to
help this group with their move.
These young men have been polite,
hard working and helpful. They
now run the 50/50 Draw, with the
profits going to their local charity.
The people from the cruise are all
right with this arrangement.
Unfortunately, because of condi-
tions at Elgin park, there are now
only approximately 40 vehicles on
any given Thursday night. This
number continues to drop. This
group of people has bonded to
become a social and support group

for one another. Many stay in
touch all year round. This is now
coming to an end. Our communi-
ty is losing out in many ways, not
the least of which is the cash that
these folks bring to our communi-
ty. The young men are working
hard to make this a success. Can
the township not help to keep this
small town tradition afloat?

Judy Todd
Goodwood

First I would like to express my
heartfelt thank you to you [Roger
Varley] and all the good people in
Uxbridge who supported me
through my ordeal in regards to the
tree cutting issues on my property.
I would also like to thank
Councillors Jack Ballinger, Gordon
Highet, and Jacob Mantle for their
outspoken support at the council
meeting on June 16th.

I have ongoing support from citi-
zens of Uxbridge Township
through phone calls, by letters, in
person, and by helping me clear
out the scattered wood in my back-
yard for free. People are still in
great disbelief that this has hap-
pened and I am still deeply unset-
tled about the ways in which these
events have taken place.   

The bottom line is, if you would
like to be free of by-law officers
intruding on your property with
excess amounts of power, you
might rather try a civil approach to
problem solving; one without bul-
lying or formal complaints with
your neighbours. If we help each
other out in a neighbourly manner,
this town may become a better
place to live again. 

Tatjana Stadnitzky-Kolendo
Uxbridge

This past week in Uxbridge the
York Durham Heritage Train was

vandalized. I was distressed to learn
that any expenditures to repair the
damage will be borne by the dedi-
cated group of volunteers who run
the vintage train. 

This lovely old train that trans-
ports tourists between Uxbridge
and Stouffville, and does so much
for our community should be sup-
ported by our communities. 

I am President of the Dandie
Dinmont Terrier Club of Canada.
The Dandie Dinmont is an ancient
(and adorable!) Scottish breed of
dog that is endangered, world-
wide.  We organize and host the
Scottish Dog Exhibition at the
Highlands of Durham Games.
Thus, we are a group of volunteers
also, and we support the preserva-
tion of all things old and rare but
worthy, whether Dandie
Dinmonts or antique trains!

Therefore, we wish to donate
$200 towards the necessary repairs
caused by the unnecessary vandal-
ism.  And  we challenge all other
volunteer groups to match it and
also donate $200.  

We hope this will assist the
Heritage Railway.  And please,
when the Highland Games are on
in Elgin Park (July 26, 27) please
drop by and meet a Dandie
Dinmont in our Cuddling Parlour!
(You won't be sorry!)

Mike Macbeth
Stouffville

Thank you, Mike, and the
DDTCC. We really appreciate this
expression of support. It certainly
goes a long way to offset the dis-
couragement felt by all of our vol-
unteers after the recent bout of
vandalism. 

Uxbridge is indeed a great place
to live, work, volunteer and play.

Malcolm Back
YDHR volunteer  



(To be read to loyal subjects with what could be considered a haughty Canadian
accent. Not British, as that would defeat the purpose. Tone must be purposeful and firm.)

My dear fellow Canadians, I stand before you today to inform you of the wonderous changes that I am going to
effect on this great nation of ours, in order that it may become an even greater nation, both for itself and on the
world stage. I believe strongly in the proverb “Charity begins at home,” and it is there that I shall be focusing our
attentions.

I’m sorry, but my first act as your sovereign leader will be to take a hard stance against the funds that we cur-
rently send to other countries around the globe. While I do not deny that they need and welcome our financial assis-
tance, I believe that the money would be better spent right here in Canada. 
I’m sorry, but I will put the money towards creating housing and board for those who live on the streets, and pro-

grams that will help them redirect their lives, should they so choose, so that they can again become active mem-
bers in society. 

I’m sorry, but I will have to put the money towards our various First Nations communities, enabling them to truly
become a part of Canada, rather than keeping them sequestered on the fringes of society. They, as the original
inhabitants of this great land, deserve far more than they currently receive, and have the right to enjoy this coun-
try along with the rest of us.
I’m very sorry, but I will infuse our transportation industry with the means for every individual who drives to have

an environmentally suitable vehicle. Our oil and gas suppliers will, naturally, be most upset with this turn of events,
but they, as all of us, must quickly realize that their resources will one day terminate. It is better that we make
these changes today, so that our children, and their children will live in a society that is confident that its energy
sources are not going to disappear. Our roads will be filled with vehicles that are comfortable, efficient, and kind
to our Earth.

Canada is a great nation, but only one of many, and as such, cannot alter global economy on its own. Because of
this, it is still necessary, in this day and age, for many families to have members that must go out an work, mak-
ing child care a reality. I’m so sorry, but I will have to make sure that this child care is affordable and legitimate,
and every parent or guardian can be sure that their little ones are being looked after by the best care-givers pos-
sible.

With the money that I am pulling from foreign spending, I will ensure that the CBC continues in its operations.
This national broadcaster is the true voice of Canada, and needs to be assured that its future is not in jeopardy. We
would be lost if we did not have this icon of our society - we need its news, its information, its programming.
Imagine our world without Q, As It Happens, or Across the Country with Rex Murphy. Simply unthinkable. We need
the CBC. I will make sure we have it.
With regards to the lifestyles that we embrace here in Canada, I want to see us all take a step in a different direc-

tion. We need to get away from the over-processed, chemical-laden rubbish that is trying to double as our food.
When we truly begin to clean up what we put into our bodies, as well as clean up the air that surrounds us, then
we will begin to reap the benefits ten-fold. Our illness rates will go down. We will no longer need to direct our funds
and resources to finding cures for all sorts of diseases, because we will be healthier. The money that will no longer
need to go to these causes, because they no longer exist, will go towards the issues that I mentioned earlier.

While speaking of health and welfare, I promise to search out and find those who hold the cure for cancer. I am
positive that the solution is out there, and has been found, but it is being held onto for various reasons, all of them
financial and economical. I guarantee that I will bring this cure out into the open so that not only Canadians but all
the world can benefit from its existence. This, coupled with our healthier lifestyles, means that the found cure will
only need be used for awhile, only until this insidious disease runs its course and finds no body in which to dwell
any longer.

Lastly, and I am sorry, but I will see all forms of discrimination stop henceforth. Canada must set an example to
the rest of the world that all human beings, without exception, are entitled to live and breathe in the world with-
out fear of condemnation. We are individuals, yet we are one. We can live together peaceably, healthily, and finan-
cially stable. It can be done, but we must work together and not just speak about it, but truly believe it. I am your
leader, but I will not do this alone. Together we will make sure that all these things happen and put Canada on top
of the world. Oh, and did I say I was sorry?

Thur sday,  June  26 th   20145The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Strike up the band!
I really had no idea what was going on. I was a long way from being in the front
row, and therefore being in the know. As a member of the supporting cast, I didn't

really understand the point of the exercise. But then band leader John Rutherford invited me down to the front
where he stood and instead of having me play my instrument, he asked me to listen to everything from where
he stood. And after he led the band through that portion of the musical number again, he explained.

“You see, Ted, while you're going um-pah, um-pah, um-pah, um-pah,” he said imitating my trumpet
part, “the rest of us are down here playing Howard Cable's 'Newfoundland Rhapsody.'”

I had to admit, sitting in the back row of the third trumpet section of the school band, I had no idea what the
rest of the student musicians were playing. I was just reading my part as diligently as possible, making sure I did-
n't lose my place in the music and (most important) ensuring I didn't play any of my “um-pahs” in the wrong
place. John Rutherford knew I'd never amount to much of a trumpet player, that I had achieved in brass-instru-
ment performance terms the equivalent of the Peter's Principle. More important he understood that, up to that
point, the orchestral results of our rehearsal were kind of lost on me. But in that sudden Eureka moment, our
band leader and music teacher, Mr. Rutherford, realized if I could see and hear how I was contributing, that I
would realize the value of my input, in short, why I mattered.

Memories of Rutherford and our Agincourt Collegiate Institute concert band came rushing back to me today as
I read some rather disturbing statistics about the decline of music in Ontario elementary schools. For example,
according to a report on “The Arts in Ontario Schools,” just issued by the People For Education (PFE) lobby group
in Toronto, while in 2012 nearly half of all grade schools in the province had a teacher dedicated to instructing
music, last year (2013) that number slipped to just above 40 per cent. Is that significant? Sure it is when you
consider that in the late 1990s as many as 60 per cent of schools had specialist music teachers such as Mr.
Rutherford.

The study goes on to say that those of us in the Greater Toronto Area may have it better than in rural Ontario.
It points out that about six in 10 GTA schools have some kind of music instruction going on. In northern Ontario
learning about bass and treble clefs, key signatures, melody and harmony is restricted to just over a quarter of
all schools. And while the study is designed to sound an alarm about how music training has declined, Annie
Kidder, a spokeswoman for PFE, warns that a fading music curriculum may also have an economic impact on soci-
ety.

“When you talk to people in business now,” she told Canadian Press, “they feel that capacity to think creative-
ly, to innovate, is a core part of being an entrepreneur - being able to lead a change in a knowledge economy.”
In other words, Kidder says music gives kids 21st century vocational skills.

I wholehearted agree. Anybody who can read music charts, pick up tempo, translate that to a motor skill and
make the results come to a musical conclusion, must have an arithmetic capacity. And that can't hurt when it
comes to deductive reasoning or motivational capacity either. Good musicians can certainly make successful busi-
ness leaders. 

But I think the value of music goes beyond quarter notes and time signatures. Music, some say, also heals. I
know a dozen years ago, when my own father suffered a series of strokes in the last year of his life, resulting in
aphasia and limiting our ability to communicate with him, that music helped us get through to him. If we played
a bit of Jean Sibelius or Benny Goodman into his headset, that music almost always brought a smile to his face
and a sense of calm to his demeanor.  
Just this week, Toronto played host to a conference on music and health research. Dr. Jane Edwards, who works

with neuro-scientists in Europe, told CBC Radio that her members are exploring ways in which music is used as a
standard treatment against depression and even as means of assisting young people to fight cancer. 

“Teenagers in music therapy have an increased resilience against the disease,” she said. “Doing such things as
music videos during traditional cancer treatment, helps them get back to school and get on with their lives.”

Whatever other tangible things music delivers, as a young person, I will never forget how maestro John
Rutherford and his music teachings gave me a sense of self-esteem and belonging that sitting in the back row of
the trumpet section had always escaped me.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Speech from my throne



Mill Street development proposal faces
opposition

Council chambers were filled to over-
flowing Monday night as many resi-
dents came to hear about a proposed
townhouse development on Mill
Street and others were on hand for
passage of the shooting bylaw, which
residents living in the vicinity of
Uxbridge Shooting Sports had hoped
would lead to shorter hours and lower
noise levels. In fact, so many were in
attendance, Mayor O'Connor asked
those who were there for the bylaw to
give up their seats to people who were
there for the Mill Street proposal,
which was debated first.

A team representing the developers
behind a proposed 39-unit condo-
minium townhouse complex in the
heart of Gouldville put the best face
on their proposal for council, but
some councillors balked at it and
most of the residents in attendance
were opposed to it.

Speaking first for The Residences of
Gould Estate, consultant Bob
Martindale said the units will include
both two-storey townhouses and bun-
galows with lofts. Built in a series of
blocks, the buildings would be
attached only at the garages at the
front of the homes. He said the num-
ber of units proposed is lower than
would be allowed, because the devel-
opers took into account the low den-
sity of the neighbourhood. Mr.
Martindale said the plan meets all
provincial, regional and municipal
policies regarding intensification and
infill in urban areas. He added that
the project would increase the range
of housing available in Uxbridge.

Ken Sherwood, one of the two part-
ners in the project, said there had
been inaccurate reports about the pro-
posal in the media. One inaccuracy,
he said, concerned density, noting the
proponents are applying for medium
density rezoning, not high density. He
said the project originally called for 48
units, but it had been reduced to 39.

Councillor Mantle started off the
discussion by telling Mr. Sherwood
council hasn't yet decided if the pro-
posal is, indeed, medium density. He
said that when the proponents talked
about policies regarding intensifica-
tion, they neglected to give the full
wording: "intensification where
appropriate." Commenting on Mr.
Martindale's assertion that the propo-
nents had not been asked to submit a
report on traffic resulting from the
complex, Mr. Mantle said traffic has
been raised as an issue and council
needs information on the impact of
increased traffic on the neighbour-
hood.

Regional Councillor Ballinger said
he didn't believe the land in question
- the remains of the former Joseph
Gould farm - is suitable for infill and
intensification.
"I can understand the residents' con-

cerns," he said. "We need townhouses
in Uxbridge, but you have to look
where you put them."

Mayor O'Connor said she also was
concerned about the density, but also
was not enamoured of the site plan.

"I don't like the idea of a large
expanse of asphalt between the hous-
es," she said.

Councillor Gordon Highet said the
fire department also has concerns
about the plans, including the nar-
rowness of the street running through
the complex and the tightness of space
firefighters would have engaging a
fire. The road through the complex
would have one main exit/entrance on
Mill Street. Another access point,

with a locked gate to which the fire
department would hold the keys,
would allow emergency vehicles to
enter and leave the property near the
Water Street entrance to Elgin Park.

Councillor Pat Mikuse said she
thought the design of the townhouses
is suitable for both the area and the
property and wanted to know what
price they will sell for. Mr. Sherwood
replied that completion is a long way
off and it was hard to say, but he fig-
ured the townhouses would start in
the low $400,000s. He said lot sizes
would be approximately 25 feet wide
and 110 feet deep while the homes
would offer up to 2,600 square feet of
living space, including the basement.

Regarding the former house of Isaac
Gould - the first home in Uxbridge to
have electric light - Mr. Sherwood
said it would be moved to the front of
the property and eventually sold as a
single family dwelling.

Rob Miller, chair of the newly creat-
ed Gouldville Residents Association,
said his group wants a full peer review
of the proposal as well as a traffic
study.

"This type of development will not
enhance the neighbourhood or the
town," he said. "The GRA asks coun-
cil not to approve the development as
proposed."

He added the group is prepared to
challenge the proposal at the Ontario
Municipal Board is it is approved.

Work progresses slowly on animal shel-
ter:
With fundraising still underway for
the new Uxbridge/Scugog Animal
Shelter, council continues to deal with
other factors needing to be addressed
before construction starts.
At issue Monday was the rezoning of

the municipally owned property at
5500 Lakeridge Road, site of the pro-
posed shelter. Only five to 10 acres of
the 24-acre property is needed for the

shelter. Planning consultant Elizabeth
Howson said the property - the for-
mer Gibson pit - is currently zoned
M3 or rural extraction. She recom-
mended the zoning be changed to
rural exception on part of the proper-
ty when it is determined precisely
where the shelter will be located,
while the remainder could fall under
some type of environmental zoning.
She said parts of the former gravel pit
have some environmentally sensitive
areas.

When Councillor Pat Molloy asked
why the rest of the property could not
be left with its current zoning, Mayor
O'Connor said it might be best to
rezone it all for public use.

"I'd like to see the pit permanently
closed so it can't be extracted again,"
she said.

When completed, the new shelter
will be a one-storey "low key" build-
ing.

Music Hall to get new balcony:
Council approved a recommendation
from Public Works director Ben
Kester to award a contract for replace-
ment or repair of the balcony at the
Music Hall.

Earlier this year, it was discovered
that the balcony was pulling away
from the walls and it had to be closed
to the public.

Mr. Kester recommended the con-
tract be awarded to Heritage
Restorations Inc, which came in with
the lowest bid of $142,000 plus HST.
The work is expected ton be complet-
ed this summer.
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BRIDAL OUTLET

Bridal Gowns
sizes 4-34
$100 - $900 brand new

Make your dress one-of-a-kind 
with custom touches.

Brenda Leask
Owner, Custom Seamstress
905.985.0921   text 905.243.5559
For pillows, curtains, muskoka
chair pillows, veils, dresses.

580 Reg. Rd. 21, Port Perry
bonamiebridal@powergate.ca

by Roger Varley
Notes from the June 23
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL

THE CORPORATION
OF THE TOWNSHIP

OF UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that
the Council of the Township of
Uxbridge hereby declares the
following lands to be surplus to
the needs of the Municipality;

WHEREAS the Council of the
Corporation of the Township of
Uxbridge deems it desirable to
declare surplus and convey real
property legally described as
Block 24, Plan 40M-2322,
Township of Uxbridge, former
Township of Scott, Regional
Municipality of Durham;

FURTHER NOTICE is hereby
given that the Township Council
at its meeting held on June
23rd, 2014, declared by
Resolution No. 2014-02 the
aforementioned lands to be sur-
plus to the needs of the munici-
pality.  A copy of the plan show-
ing the location of the lands may
be viewed in the Office of the
Clerk.

Township File: L-06 PS86
Debbie Leroux, Clerk
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Happy Canada Day, Uxbridge!

Helping you be ready for life!
905-852-3184    www.investsmart.ca

I have been summoned from my
hermitage in the depths of the
Durham Forest and, like the
Cowardly Lion in The Wizard of
Oz, I have been granted my dream
to sit on a shiny throne and make
solemn and profound pronounce-
ments. But, I am told by Robin
Williams in the form of a tradi-
tionally turbaned genie, I will only
be sitting there for one day,
Canada Day, and can only issue
three edicts. They can be as far-
reaching as I like, but I only get
three of them. So I'd better make
'em good.

Do I have an unlimited budget, I
ask? Sure, Robin says, whatever
you want. But only three, so get
going. I cogitate, and cogitate
some more. Noon passes. I dine on
grapes and cheese. I have a nap
and dream of edicts. Finally, I nar-
row my initial list of 2,611 edicts
to three. I summon Robin.

I've decided, I tell him, to issue
three very different types of edicts.
One will be personal, satisfying a
long-cherished dream while simul-
taneously enriching the communi-
ty. OK, he says, we can do that.
The second will be political, per-
manently settling a national argu-
ment but making things, in my
humble opinion, immeasurably
better. Scary, he says, but go for it.
The third, I warn him, will be very
expensive, but will be thoroughly
in the spirit of Canada Day, bene-
fitting every individual in the
country and ultimately uniting us
all. Irresistible, he admits. This I
gotta see. You've only got a few
more hours. What's first?

All right, the first one is a bar-

gain. I pronounce that the coun-
try's most esteemed theatre com-
pany, the Stratford Festival, will
henceforth be debt-free for the rest
of its life. It can produce up to 20
shows a season, hire the cream of
the acting crop, spend a fortune on
costumes, but cannot charge more
than $20 per seat, to ensure that
every Shakespeare fan has equal
access to the Bard's riches. And the
inevitable budget over-runs will be
eternally covered by Canada
Council.

In return, the Festival must grant
me, the king, the opportunity to
play a genuine Shakespearean king
on stage. Not for the whole sum-
mer, necessarily, but maybe one
Thursday night and a couple of
Tuesday matinees. Which king,
asks Robin. Oooooh, I reply, so
many good ones to choose from.
The nasty MacBeth, the heroic
Henry the Fifth, the nut-ball Lear?
Ultimately I choose Richard the
Second - a whiner with a self-serv-
ing martyr complex, but his
speeches are so darn juicy.  Super,
says Robin. Stratford thanks you
for your generosity, they're hiring
Jennifer Lawrence and Daniel
Radcliffe for next year's produc-
tion of Romeo and Juliet. And
you're playing Richard in an all-
nude production on April 6, 11
and 18, 2015. No one will come.
Next?
Swell, I say. The recent provincial

election, uninspiring generally, has
nevertheless inspired me to finally
enforce electoral reform in
Canada. This ridiculous first-past-
the-post system has got to end.
From now on, it's proportional

representation. If the Green Party
gets five percent of the popular
vote, it gets five per cent of the
seats. Simple. It will probably
mean perpetual minority govern-
ments, but I'm good with that.
Anything that results in more
cooperation among politicians, has
got to be good. And all parties
have to be represented in cabinet.

Oh, and about voting.
Proportional representation will

probably result in a bigger turnout
at the polls - since everyone's vote
will finally mean something - but
to make doubly sure, voting will
now not just be a privilege, not
just a right, but also an obligation,
like paying taxes. In fact, it's
because you pay taxes! If you're
funding government, you have to
help decide who spends that
money. If you don't vote, you get
fined (unless you're on your death
bed or deemed insane).

A lot of people think I'm insane,
says Robin. Can I still vote? No, I

say, not unless you become a citi-
zen. But we'll make that easier,
too. Too much red tape now. If
you're contributing to the richness
of Canadian life, you should par-
ticipate in its government.
Obligatory voting works all over
the world, like Australia. Why not
here?

So we'll go back and make it
retroactive to this last Ontario
election, the proportional part?
asks Robin. Sure, let's, says the
king. So as long as you get one
107th of the popular vote, you
get a seat? Absolutely! OK, he
says, still no Rhinoceros MPPS,
but four Greens and a
Libertarian.What do you think?
Perfect, says the king. Next?!!!

OK, this one is gonna be fun.
What, I demand of Robin, is the
greatest barrier to Canada's
national identity? The Canucks
and the Leafs not making the
playoffs? No, it's the fact that the
country is so darn big - approxi-
mately a half million leagues
from sea to sea to sea.  And most
Canadians have seen only a tiny

piece of it. It's hard to get all
worked up about Canada when
you don't really know what it
looks like.

Your king has been fortunate
enough to spend at least a few days
in every province in Canada; until
they created Nunavut, I'd also vis-
ited all the territories. So the
North Pole is now on my bucket
list. But if you stopped a sample of
Canadians on the street and asked
them for an account of how many
provinces or territories they'd seen,
most of them, I suspect, wouldn't

even be able to name them all, let
alone tell you about them.
So that's what my final edict is all

about. Each and every Canadian is
going to get an all-expenses-paid
weeklong vacation in two different
Canadian destinations, to use
whenever they wish over the next
five years. The only condition: the
destinations need to be at least 800
kilometres from the recipient's
home address, and they also need
to be 800 kilometres from each
other. The idea, after all, is to see
more of Canada, so no fair going
to Vancouver one week and
Victoria the next. 

Are you out of your mind?
explodes Robin. That little edict is
going to cost hundreds of billions
of dollars! I know, I reply, which is
why I asked if there was a budget...
But it would be worth every
penny. Can you imagine some
young mother, perhaps the daugh-
ter of Sri Lankan immigrants, tak-
ing her family for a drive on the
Cabot Trail, or along the Icefields
Highway between Banff and
Jasper? It would utterly transform
her idea of what Canada is.  

What destinations would the
king choose? The aforementioned
North Pole, and perhaps a week on
a remote beach on the west coast
of Vancouver Island. But I'll take
anything, this whole country is so
amazing, and I hope each of you
would face the same difficult
choice.

Interesting edicts, says Robin.
Interesting king. Now back to the
woods, before you bankrupt the
country.

If I Were King of the Forest
by Conrad Boyce
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What would I do if I were in charge
for a specified time?

We are told and those of us who
have reached  a 'certain age' believe
that Canada is the best country in
the world. When we hear reports of
life in parts of Africa, the Middle
East, and Asia, we do indeed feel for-
tunate.

For comparison, let’s go back - say
to the WWII era.  For me remem-
bering those years is easy. Every
effort was put into winning the con-
flict. It was an anxious time - so
many young men and women in the
armed forces. When news came of
another casualty, there were grief-
stricken families and friends. We had
food rationing, cutting coupons to
buy staples like sugar, flour, butter,
tea, and coffee. Fuel and gasoline
were in short supply.  Many country
homes had neither electricity nor
running water. There was no chance
that that would change, at least until

the war was over, and people were
again working in the public sector.
Remember, we were putting every-
thing into the war -  effort, money
and manpower.

Roads were not cleared of snow in
winter, food supplies had to be
stored for several weeks at a time.
Home baking was an absolute neces-
sity for survival.

The things we take for granted
today - refrigerators, home freezers,
automatic washers, dryers, and dish-
washers, and yes, central heating,
was still in the future.

Curbside garbage collection was
unheard of, as there was very little
waste. Blue boxes and green boxes
were unnecessary. Most products
came in bulk, were doled out in
small quantites and sent home in
brown bags. Vegetable peelings were
often cooked and fed to laying hens
as a supplement to promote produc-
tion. Most families on farms had

their own fruit trees.
School buses were a future conven-

ience. Until the mid-forties those
wanting a high school education had
to be innovative. Travel with a stu-
dent who had access to a car, board
with a grandparent or relative, or
walk the distance.
Eating out was a luxury rarely heard

about. Occasionally, on a Saturday
night when many families went out
to shop in summer, an ice cream
cone was a rare treat.
There was a local movie theatre, but

attendance was often sparse.  What
did folks do for entertainment?
Families invited neighbours in for a
dinner, and a game of cards.  There
were summer garden parties, pot
luck suppers, followed by local enter-
tainment, music and skits, etc.
What did children do for amuse-

ment? In winter, clear the snow off a
patch of ice in the field, put your
skates on at the edge of the pond on

your now-frozen feet, you were soon
in need of a warm-up. Tobogganing
and sledding were favourite activi-
ties, and there was usually a 'swim-
ming hole' in a local creek in sum-
mer.

Often two families lived in the
same household, with the younger
family taking care of older parents.
Funerals were in the home or in a
church, with an abundance of food
afterward. People often came for
miles to attend these occasions.

Fast forward to our present day:
Let me list a few of the benefits we
now enjoy and count essential. We
have National Health Care, local
hospitals with emergency depart-
ments, school buses, local arenas
with artificial ice, many venues for
all manner of sports. Transit for the
handicapped, accessible public
buildings, and parking for wheel-
chair patrons, scooters for mobility,
and residential facilities, and nursing

homes for those needing extra care.
Funeral homes relieve the stress for
grieving families.

There are opportunities for acting
,and music venues, and classes are
available to learn a variety of skills

Once important news was only
available by telegram or letter.  Today
we have internet and e-mail.  We can
send and receive news from around
the world in minutes. Most people
consider a wireless device a necessity.
We have ATM's with access to 24-
hour banking. All-terrain vehicles
and snowmobiles traverse areas that
were previously out  of bounds.

Comparing the past and the pres-
ent, what would I change given the
chance? I admit that I sometimes
find texting and cell phone use is a
bit overdone, but I remember that I
am a mere human being, and I am so
fortunate to live in this country -
CANADA.

Improve Canada!?
by Helen Harrison

A Prime Ministerial road trip
by Jennifer Carroll

What would I do or change if I were
Prime Minister for a day? 
The question bounces around my head

as I drive. We've been on the road for
hours. Quebec is finally behind us, and
PEI is in our sights. Most of the car is
asleep, lulled into peaceful rest by the
beating sun and the rhythm of the
speeding car. They are missing the stun-
ning landscape around us, but to be
honest I don't mind. I enjoy the soli-
tude. After the quiet expanse of Quebec,
the rolling hills of New Brunswick wind
us through dense forest bathed in sun-
light. The green is almost too much to
accept. Nothing could be that vibrant or
intense, not without help. 

I shake my head and think on the
question again. I keep getting distracted
by the passing countryside. I find myself
being pulled back into my childhood, to
the time my parents packed up their five
children in a van, hitched an old, 1970s

trailer to the back, and brought us east.
The memories of that road trip still float
in my mind, as if they happened days
ago instead of years.   

Starting out of Uxbridge late, despite
my parents' best intentions, because my
brother had taken apart the electrical
system in the trailer apart and disabled
its brake lights. Seeing the Laurentians
for the first time.  Crossing the
Northumberland Straight by ferry as we
watched the construction of the
Confederation Bridge against a back-
drop of lightening and a darkened sky. 
It happened again.  I just can't seem to

keep my mind off the past and trained
on the question at hand. I do my best to
ignore the rolling waves of sunlight rac-
ing across the hills and consider the
question. Of course, I automatically
default on the arts. Could I improve the
funding the government provides to
theatre, art, and music? Could I reroute

some tax dollars for new Canadian
works? Perhaps not. Even as an artist
myself, I know government grants can
only enhance arts and culture to a point.
The value of art, theatre, dance, and
music must be taught, not just subsi-
dized. 

I glance back in the mirror and see my
partner napping lazily in the sun
streaming through the window. It took
us two and a half years to get here, and
I reminisce on the countless hoops we
jumped through while missing count-
less family milestones. Would I improve
the immigration system as Prime
Minister? Would I pour resources into
clearing the backlog of applications and
refine the screening process? Again, even
as I think it through, I know I wouldn't.
No one knows better than I do how
flawed the immigration system is. Some
could say we wasted those two and a
half years waiting for our lives to start.

But the system does its best to let the
good ones in and keep the bad ones out.
I don't mind waiting for my country to
check and crosscheck our intentions. I
suppose the long wait is what we get
when we live in one of the best countries
in the world. The line is long because
everyone wants to be here, and I didn't
mind waiting our turn. 

I go back to square one. Perhaps living
the in the hypothetical means I can pose
the fantastical. I think every school child
should take a field trip from coast to
coast as part of their geography and his-
tory lessons. I would meet and shake
hands with Obama, The Queen, and
David Bowie. I would host the greatest,
messiest, loudest house party 24 Sussex
Drive had ever seen (David Bowie
would obviously get an invitation and
would bring his guitar). 
Clouds are rolling in across the pristine

sky, and their shadows bring me back to

reality. As the sun breaks through one, it
glints off of a body of water to my right,
sending sun-diamonds scattering across
the surface. I blink hard against the
blinding light, and I know exactly what
I would do. I would make sure our nat-
ural resources are preserved. Fresh water.
Forest. Wildlife. I know a lot of this is
already in place, but driving across the
country you realize it is part of the best
we have. I would make sure that we
respect and preserve the stunning land
on which we are lucky to live. After that,
I'm not sure I would do much. If living
abroad for over six years has taught me
anything, it's how lucky I am to say I'm
Canadian. We are by no means perfect,
but I think we get the important things
right. I'm sure, at my awesome house
party, Mr. Bowie would agree. 
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Say It Loud - Say It Proud
Say You’re Canadian!
Say It Loud - Say It Proud
Say You’re Canadian!

Cosmos editor Lisha has come
up with an interesting subject
for this year's Canada Day edi-
tion: what would you do if you
were Prime Minister of Canada?

Lisha set no parameters: length
of time in office, majority or not,
dictatorship or not.

With no boundaries, the imag-
ination runs wild and one is
tempted to talk of such things as
compulsory attendance at
Toronto Maple Leaf games for
people convicted of minor
offences, requiring all elected
officials to meet a certain mini-
mum IQ level, and so on.

But I settled on something
close to my heart: Canada, the
land. And in order to accomplish
what I would like to see, I would
pretty much have to adopt the
robes of dictator, because I
would otherwise encounter too
much opposition in Parliament.
I firmly believe you don't know

Canada and cannot begin to
appreciate her beauty and
immensity if you only see it from
the air while zipping along at
30,000 feet to Vancouver. You
have to be on the road or the
railroad. Some of the scenery
one sees is staggeringly breath-
taking or, as they described
British Columbia when I lived
there, supernatural. Canadians
need to see their country, and so
my first order of business as
prime minister would be to
make it mandatory for every
Canadian to travel, at least once
in their lifetime, from coast to

coast to coast. Not by airplane,
either: it has to be by car, bus or
train, but preferably by car.
Before anyone starts howling
about the cost to poor people,
the government of Canada
would be required to pay for the
gasoline, bus or train fare.

Accommodation would be the
travellers' responsibility. For a
great many, that would mean
camping along the way, rather
than staying in hotels or motels.
Great! What better way to get
close to the land and, indeed,
your neighbours at the next
camp site? What better way to
improve your chances of seeing
our native animals in their natu-
ral habitat?
The cost of supplying the gaso-

line and fares would be neutral-
ized by the increased taxes the
government would realize from

the tourist industry, the hospital-
ity industry and others who
would see business increase. (At
least, that's the way current gov-
ernment treasurers would
explain it, so why should I be
different?)

I mentioned seeing animals in

their natural habitat. That leads
to my second proposition, one
likely to be more controversial,
but, hey, I'm dictator so it does-
n't matter.

I would order the closing of all
zoos, aquariums and wildlife
parks that charge people money
to come in and ogle at the crea-
tures confined therein. But I am
a benign dictator, so I will allow
a couple of amendments. First,
zoos, aquariums and wildlife
parks can keep animals as long as
none of them are required to
perform tricks or routines for the

entertainment of spectators. Nor
shall any of the animals be used
to give rides, pull carts or do any
other type of work. Secondly,
zoos, aquariums and wildlife
parks can keep animals as long as
their enclosures are at least 25
per cent of the territory said ani-

mal would cover
in the wild. There
might be some
i m p o r t a n t
research done at
some of the
above-mentioned
institutes, but I'm
inclined to believe
they are few and
far between. The
majority of them
are in it for the
money.

If you really
want to see
wildlife for real,
you have to
observe animals as

they go about their lives in
nature. If you have never seen
killer whales sporting in the sea
in the flesh, as it were, you can't
imagine the thrill. I have seen
many of Canada's animals in the
wild and raccoons and chip-
munks give me just as much as
thrill as orcas and moose. And
it's not hard to do. Head out to
one of the many provincial and
national parks and some critter
will be introducing itself before
long. At a Scout camp in
Algonquin Park several years
ago, a cow moose and her calf

walked about five metres behind
me as I was conducting the camp
opening. The Scouts stood with
their eyes goggling, not saying a
word.

African lions and giraffes?
Sorry, you'll have to go to Africa.
That's where they live.

My third and final proposition
would make it illegal for any
political party to use television
advertising at any time. I can do
this because, as I am dictator for
life, it won't affect me. But for
the bozos who follow me, if they
want the votes, they'll have to
get out and ask for them, door to
door. They'll have to go back to
attending teas and bake sales and
talking topeople on the streets.
Before I became dictator, I only
once saw a candidate at my door
in any election. That is not
hyperbole: that's the truth! Since
the electorate rarely see their
elected officials once the voting
is done, it is not asking too
much the politicians make at
least one appearance on the
doorsteps of those they seek to
"represent".

As you can see, my first propo-
sition would have the whole of
Canada moving, my second
would have animal lovers mov-
ing and my third would have
that most endangered species -
the visible politician - moving.

Result? A fitter, more knowl-
edgeable, more informed popu-
lace.

Come to think of it, I think I'll
run for dictator.

As PM, I’d get Canada moving
by Roger Varley
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My fellow Canadians, I come to you
this evening thanks to the  CBC, our
national treasure. Unlike the previous
regime, who saw the CBC as ripe for
“Cuts, Big Cuts,” my government
will use this medium to help forge a
national identity, instantly recogniza-
ble worldwide and even in the USA.
It's time to grow up and move
beyond the trite “eh.” A certain for-
mer mayor of Toronto has gone
above and beyond the call of duty
and put Canada on the international
map. We must now build on that
solid foundation to enhance our rela-
tionship with the rest of the world.

The road ahead is tough, especially
the 401 and if there's one thing I've
learned, after 37 long years in the
work force, is that folks are just
working for the weekend, going
through the motions of their dreary
jobs and dreading every minute of it,
all the while with an eye on the clock
and upcoming salvation at week's
end. In fact, a recent telephone poll
conducted anonymously on a
Monday morning by the firm
“Giddyup Polls,” revealed that 51 per
cent of Canadians felt their weekend
was too short;  45 per cent had called
in sick largely due to having spent a
sleepless night tossing, turning and
worrying about the upcoming
Monday and 1 per cent wondered
what had become of the once com-
mon telephone poles. In recognition
of the fact that Mondays are as useful
as hemorrhoids and add no value
whatsoever to our GNP, my govern-
ment will make it a part of the week-
end, Mondays not hemorrhoids.
That's right, you will have a three
day weekend every week. The short-
ened work week will help you save on
gas, the price of which is near an all
time high right now but it's a cash
grab that fills Government coffers to

the brim, so we won't do anything to
lower it, I'm sorry.
Fellow Canadians,  I must now turn

my attention to a subject that
demands our immediate focus and
co-operation. It will not be a popular
decision I know, but our survival as a
nation if not as a species, depends on
this. We will ban cell phones. I can
hear the hue and cry and I don't
b l a m e
you ,

b u t
c o n s i d e r
this my friends, who needs these
things? For the longest while we
existed comfortably without cell
phones, but now they've become
necessities. The only benefit is to the
manufacturers,  service providers and
jailbreakers. We continue to text, talk
and drive dangerously despite the
threat of a hefty fine, such is the
addictive nature of this gadget.
Everywhere I go I see folks with
heads bowed in reverence, mouthing
solemn prayer to their handheld
devices, completely oblivious to the
fact they've just stepped in dog poop.
We've become a nation of zombies,
our entire lives caught up in senseless
enslavement to this device. Is it any
wonder that TV shows such as the
Walking Dead are so popular? We are
the walking dead.
Our culture has degenerated to the

point where narcissistic behavior of

pandemic proportions is now com-
monplace with everybody taking and
posting so-called “selfies.” We will set
an example for the rest of the world
to emulate as we demonstrate that
there's a better life after cell phones.
From Albania to Zimbabwe and
beyond, they will sing our praises.
This is part of the national identity I
spoke of earlier.

Speaking of quality of life, it's esti-
mated that by the year 2031, when
Justin Bieber is 37 years old and
finally behaving like an adult, 25 per
cent of Canada's population will be
marching past the age of 65 and we
want as many of you as possible to
be in that number. Advances in
medicine continue to allow us to
add years to our lives and hopefully
stay out of camping expeditions to
hospital emergency departments.
Our goal is to keep people out of
hospitals as far as possible for their
own good. Cancer, heart disease and
diabetes can be minimized by
lifestyle changes, including diet and
physical exercise. Seniors with and
without hip issues should also con-
sult their personal care physicians
before engaging in twerking; an
action  which, unfortunately, is on
the rise.
My government will create free pub-

lic gyms available to everyone 24-7.
(Private gyms will continue to be
available to members of the Senate.)
The cost of a gym membership cur-
rently averages $30-$60 per month
and it's downright ludicrous that
folks must pay to lose weight, get fit
and stay out of hospitals. As an
incentive, regular attendees will
receive valuable Canadian Tire
money.

Happy Canada Day, everyone!

Take a cell-free selfie, Canada
by Jai Darshanand

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 
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Canada is a beautiful land that we
can all be proud of, from the quaint,
sleepy little fishing villages that hug
the Atlantic coast to the far west,
with its towering snow-capped Rocky
Mountains. One of the world's most
scenic countries, the second largest in
the world, almost as large as all of
Europe. We have it all in Canada,
and over our short history the people
of this great nation have resourcefully
and skillfully developed the country's
natural resources, and with dedica-
tion and determination made Canada
into one of the most prosperous
nations in the world.
The prosperity and
success we enjoy
today did not just
come by accident. It
came from a strong
and firm foundation
set in place by our
forefathers and the
Fathers of
Confederation. The
strong foundation
upon which our country was found-
ed and shaped was a basic world view
that had God at the center of all of
life. That shaped their laws and view
of life, its origin, purpose and desti-
nation, as evident in the preamble to
our Charter of Rights and Freedoms,
which reads as follows:  “Whereas
Canada is founded upon principles
that recognize the supremacy of God
and the rule of law....”  Francis
Schaeffer, in his book, How Should
We Then Live, says, “People have pre-
suppositions, and they will live more
consistently on the basis of these pre-
suppositions than even they them-
selves may realize. By presupposition
we mean the basic way an individual
looks at life, his basic world view, the
grid through which he sees the world.
Presuppositions rest upon that which
a person considers to be the truth of
what exists. People's presuppositions
lay a grid for all they bring forth into
the external world. Their presupposi-
tions also provide the basis for their
values and therefore the basis for their
decisions.   'As a man thinketh, so is
he.'”   

Author-researcher Reginald Bibby
warns that Canada has become a
“multi-everything society.”  He goes
on to say, “Our emphasis on “multi-
everything” has been accompanied by
the mindless a priori  declaration that
'everything is relative' - that all fami-
ly structures, sexualities, religions,
educations, lifestyles, viewpoints and
so on have equal merit.”   

We consequently find ourselves in
the bizarre position of not being able
to determine the truth and conse-
quently, what is right or best for us.
Obviously some ways work better

than others. Without a
view like many of our
Fathers of
Confederation had,
with God at the center
of all of life, we could
well go the way of the
mighty Roman
Empire, as Schaeffer
explains. “Like the
Greeks, the Romans
had no infinite god.

This being so, they had no sufficient
reference point intellectually; that is,
they did not have anything big
enough or prominent enough with
which to relate either their thinking
or their living. Consequently their
value system was not strong enough
to bear the strains of life, either indi-
vidual or political.  All their gods put
together could not give them suffi-
cient base for life, morals, values and
final decisions.”   

Ultimately, self interest became
more significant than social interest.
Sounds familiar, doesn't it? Our fore-
fathers, with their biblically-based
world view, had strong moral values;
a values system strong enough to bear
the strains of a very difficult life in
early Canada. 

My prayer for Canada is that we
might get back to our God-based
roots. If we continue to move away
from that basic world view we are in
grave danger of experiencing the col-
lapse of our country, a similar fate to
that of the once mighty Roman
Empire.

Making a better Canada
by Vince Winder
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I love being able to call myself a
Canadian. Every time I travel, I feel
incredibly grateful for the chance to
explore this planet, but even more so
that I get to come home. I love this
nation, with all its beauty and despite
its flaws. I love the people; I love the
geography, and the all-encompassing
diversity. I confess that occasionally, in
the heart of winter, I fantasize about
living in a tropical climate where a walk
outside wouldn't result in instant
headaches or the inside of my nose
freezing on contact…but these
thoughts are fleeting, and  I'm more
than content with my home and native
land.

That said - if I was given ultimate
power to make changes in our great
and glorious nation…it would be
tempting. Canada's great, but even
here, we're well aware of our shortcom-
ings and the areas checked “needs
improvement” on our national report
card.

Traditionally, I approach this topic
with vague metaphors and warm
fuzzies, since I love taking every oppor-
tunity to get all poetic and philosophi-
cal and rave about the awesomeness
that is our nation, but this time, I'd like
to tackle some legitimate issues. I'm
not particularly interested in creating
an intensive political platform, and let's
be real, 800 words isn't nearly enough
to create something feasible and in-
depth. But these are the issues that
keep me up at night. 

Let's start with healthcare.
Our healthcare system is overbur-

dened: we still have some of the longest
delays for emergency and primary care,
specialist consultations, and elective
surgery in the developed world. This
reflection isn't intended as an insult
towards healthcare professionals in any
way: it's simply a reflection of the real-
ity of our current system, and my fam-
ily and friends who are working in
healthcare share this frustration. Our
population is aging, multiple chronic
conditions are increasing, and while
developments in technology and medi-

cine have done great things for many
people-innovation can be expensive,
and therefore has ramifications for tax-
payers. The three primary causes of
death in Canada are cancer, heart dis-
ease, and stroke. Some of the optional
lifestyle choices that increase risk for
these are tobacco and alcohol use, poor
diet, lack of exercise, sun exposure,
other carcinogens, etc. 

Now, it's nothing personal, but it
makes sense to me to continue to raise
the cost of some of these optional items
(alcohol, tobacco, junk food) and pro-
vide positive incentives to make

healthy lifestyle choices - the children's
fitness tax credit is a good start. All
money from the increased cost for
these risk-items would go directly to
the healthcare system, since (statistical-
ly speaking) much of it would ulti-
mately go towards their future care,
regardless. Ideally, it could also be a
deterrent for letting these indulgences
become addictions. This is not intend-
ed as a personal attack on anyone's
habits, but it's simply the most stream-
lined way that I can think of to address
our shortcomings without resorting to
a two-tiered system that doesn't seem
likely to solve our system's problems.
Would that make everyone happy? No.
But I'm not a politician, and this is just
an initiative that I think could have
potential, not one I think would neces-
sarily be popular.

Speaking of opinions that may not be
popular…I believe that DUIs should
carry stricter penalties; and that they
should be so massively inconvenient
that nobody would ever consider driv-

ing under the influence to be a viable
choice.

I want to bring up the education sys-
tem, but I won't have nearly space, so
let's just say I would want to do an
overhaul, for the sake of current and
future generations as well as our educa-
tors.
I believe we need to focus more on the

long-term health of our environment.
The world is full of impermanence,
and far too many things of lasting
importance have been sacrificed in the
interest of short-term gain. We need to
look at issues like our current emis-
sions, oil sands, and the overall attitude
of a culture that treats everything as
disposable: just because it's easy doesn't
mean it's convenient, useful, or benefi-
cial. We need to protect our environ-
ment and take threats to it seriously;
it's not an issue that belongs to some-
one else to figure out.  I would hazard
a guess that just about all of us could be
more mindful of the impacts our choic-
es can have, myself very much includ-
ed.

Given power, those are the issues that
grind my gears the most, and the ones
that I'd most like to take action on at
this point. However, in the end…if I
had ultimate authority over Canada for
any length of time, I wouldn't want it.
At least, I wouldn't want it all to
myself. I'm no expert and I value the
opinions of people who know more
than me. I believe in democracy, and I
believe everyone should be able to con-
tribute to the discussion. I love debate,
diversity, and reasonable discussion
with people who've taken the time to
educate themselves on issues and devel-
op informed opinions. I love that we
live in a nation that allows us to have
diverse opinions, and to challenge each
other, our government, and to work
through our challenges.

I am incredibly grateful to be living
here, and there is nowhere else I'd
rather be.

The Udora Caucus
by Roger Pires

Consistency, Consequences, Consideration: An improvement plan
by Amy Hurlburt

Happy Canada Day, folks. On
Tuesday, our beloved country
turns 147. The old girl has a few
wrinkles and the odd blemish but
she's looking pretty good com-
pared to some of her neighbours
around the UN table. We should
feel extremely privileged to live in
the greatest country on earth. Ask
anyone, anywhere. Still, we
shouldn't rest on our laurels. So in
the spirit of self-improvement, the
ink-stained wretches at The
Cosmos are putting ourselves in
the Prime Minister's seat for a day
(this would be a good time for a
loved one to apply the Heimlich
manoeuver).
My first order of business as head

honcho would be to order a new
sign for Udora. On it would be
written in regal script, “Welcome
to Udora, Our Nation's Capital”.
Well, that takes care of my first
week on the job. Hey, we move a
little slower out here in the 705
area code. The good news is your
new government has not mired
itself in crippling debt.
Admittedly, running the affairs of

a G7 nation from a hamlet of 500
would have its challenges. Spotty
internet, for example. Limo service
from the airport would be a tractor
ride in from Greenbank. You
would really have to want to be
here. Which isn't a bad thing.

Here are a few other highlights
from the would-be Udora caucus. 

The Better Politicians Act
This one was “inspired” by the

recent Ontario provincial election.
I'll give it the Alex Trebek treat-
ment. Answer: You give them a
majority. Question: How do you
reward a government that has
invested billions of tax payer dol-
lars on scandal and corruption?
Apparently the water coolers
across the province were infected
with a pernicious virus that ren-
dered the population temporarily
insane. Or maybe people looked at
the alternatives, held their collec-
tive breath, and decided to drink
the Liberal Kool-Aid. It's been
apparent for quite some time: peo-
ple are unhappy with our politi-
cians. More to the point, they are
unhappy with the quality of those
who run for office. And it goes
beyond the provincial level.
Such an absurd result is a symp-
tom of a deeper apathy. People
evaluate the motley crew vying for
the reins of power, shrug their
shoulders, sigh, and go back to
their knitting. We long for the
return of a healthy, vibrant democ-
racy.  

So here's the remedy: career
politicians are out. Having a tax-
free expense account and being
carded members of the Multiple
Pension Plan have proven to be
too big a distraction for many of
our guardians of the public purse.
To be an honourable member of

the Udora caucus you cannot have
been in politics for more than two
terms. Still too long, you say? Well,
we would welcome business own-
ers, farmers, factory workers, IT
professionals, tradesmen, retailers:
anyone who understands that
you're accountable for the job you
do. Not sure how long Mr. Small
Business Owner would survive if
he went on a Caribbean cruise and
stuck it on his neighbours' tabs.

I would also replace the Senate
with the Council of Elders. This
august group would be manned by
our veterans. Who better to pro-
vide “sober second thought” than
those who risked everything, saw
their friends die before their eyes,
and who understand, first hand,
the value and the cost of freedom?
And even those in their advancing
years can remember their real
address.

The Outsourcing Prohibition
Of course, all the above work -

the sign, the limo service, and to
the chagrin of many readers even
the writing of this column - would
be contracted locally. My tenure as
Corn King would be the death
knell for foreign outsourcing.
Canadian jobs stay in Canada.
Dave from customer service is
Dave from Moncton not Mumbai.
However, I would be willing to
outsource a few public service
executives to the remote island of
their choice. Those seven-figure
golden handshakes would buy a
lot of coconuts.    

The Canada Day Doctrine
A few years ago - OK, it was dur-

ing the last World Cup of soccer -
we went to a friend's place in the
city for Canada Day festivities.
The “city”, from the perspective of
downtown Udora, is any place
with a mall (yes we're looking at
you, Brampton). For a good por-
tion of our journey we were sere-
naded with a multitude of cars fly-
ing the flags of other nations and
honking their horns wildly in trib-
ute to the country of their choice.
I get the whole thing about the
World Cup being a celebration of
the “old country” and reconnect-
ing with your heritage and that it's
a time for festival and colour, etc.
etc. But on our nation's birthday?
Are you telling me that for one day
out of the year you can't pay your
respects to the country you have
chosen to call home? I wonder
what the council of elders would
think.

So on Canada Day your govern-
ment would urge you to take a
long, hard look at the flag you're
about to clip onto your car win-
dow; look back at the reasons you
left that country and remember
the reasons you came to this one.
At the end of the day, you're still
free to pick which one you fly. But
that's entirely the point. 
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Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at

Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
6/26
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics,
by retired science deptartment head, 31
years teaching experience. Call David at 905-
862-2812   6/26
THE HOME INSPECTOR: Don’t forget to
assess your landscape and drainage before
starting those spring and summer garden
projects. JAMES BUREN, your O.A.H.I pro.
416-567-4282.   6/26
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experi-
enced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
6/26
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454  6/26

For Sale
GOLF CLUBS: Full set incl. storage rack for
2 sets of clubs & accessories. Good condition.
289-212-0209   6/26
PERENNIALS: 200 varieties, large field-
grown perennials, $5 ea. Grasses, shade, sun,
drought tolerant & native plants. gardengate-
perennials.com 24303 Weir’s Sideroad,
Pefferlaw. 705-437-4897 Open Friday
through Tuesday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.   7/10

For Rent
COZY WALK-OUT ONE-BEDROOM
BASEMENT APT.,  available July 1. Small
kitchenette, gas fireplace, separate entrance,
washer/dryer. In town, near trails. Suits sin-
gle person, $800/mo. No pets, no smoking.
1st & last, references required. 905-852-
6375   7/10

Wanted
DIRECTOR/MUSICAL DIRECTOR NEED-
ED FOR COMMUNITY THEATRE PRO-

DUCTION: The LMMSO is looking for talent-
ed theatre enthusiasts who would like to
direct a play at the Historic Leaskdale Church,
to be performed in October. Try outs and
practices should start immediately. Send let-
ter of interest or questions to Kathy
Wasylenky at kwasylenky@sympatico.ca or
905-852-5284 by end of June.    6/26
PART-TIME HELP: at the Coach House
Studio in Utica. Must be able to work week-
ends. Please send resumé to 
info@coachhousestudio.ca   6/26
NATIVE SWEAT LODGE GROUP looking
for a location (land, an acre would do) to con-
duct Ceremony & have a Sacred Fire. Call
Frank 416-705-8427   7/17

Events
SUMMER DAY CAMP at Cynthia Cupples
Pottery Studio/Farm. Have fun with clay,
horses, and lots of other fun activities. Come
for the day or the week. July 14-18 and Aug.
11-15.  www.cynthiacupples.com   7/17
RAFFINI DESIGN INC. NEW RETAIL
SHOW ROOM! An extensive selection of
fine custom cabinetry for anywhere in your
home! Also available: granite, quartz, mar-
ble, custom stools & chairs, and home décor
products. 30 Brock St. W. 905-862-9099 or 
www.raffinidesign.ca   6/26

Yard Sales
MULTI-FAMILY: Fri., June 27, 4 - 8 p.m.,
Sat., June 28, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Don’t miss out,
something for everyone! 9249 Conc. 2,
Sandford   6/26

Free
UPRIGHT PIANO AND BENCH - 1920s.
Schubert, full upright, painted mahogany in
good condition. Very nice tone. Includes
bench. (Pickup: Sandford Side Road and
Reg.Rd.1, Uxbridge)  (416) 697-3556 or
wagon@eol.ca   6/26

Thur sday,  June  26 th  201412The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“You shall not 
steal.”

Exodus 20:15

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for 

up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words. 
Get linked online for only $5 more!

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

HOME

OFFICE

COTTAGE

IT’S TIME YOU OWNED

A GILLDERCROFT!

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Garage Doors & Openers

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Classified

SUMMERTIME!
WE’LL HELP YOU BRIGHTEN

THINGS UP!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

416-702-6604

FACTORY TILE
OUTLET

Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls

Italian 12” x 24” 
porcelain tile, now

on sale!
$2.99 / sq. ft.

Installation available

416 822 1201
Free local delivery



by Roger Varley

Ward 4 Councillor Jacob Mantle
dropped a bombshell at the start of
Monday night's council meeting by for-
mally announcing he will not seek re-
election in the October municipal elec-
tion.

With his voice breaking, Mr. Mantle
said he had been planning to run again
three months ago, but "a lot has
changed" since then. He said attending
his first year of law school and getting
married recently has changed his perspec-
tive.

He said he was announcing his decision
"with a heavy heart", adding he is proud
of the work he has done on council.

"Maybe one day I'll come back," he
said.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor, who has
often joked that Mr. Mantle is her
"grandson", said the councillor had
brought a lot to council, including a new

perspective, and was largely responsible
for all members of council now using lap-
top computers during council meetings.

"He has been an excellent councillor,"
she said. "I hate to see him go, but he's
made the right decision."

Mr. Mantle received wide publicity
around the GTA four years ago when, at
the age of 21, he was the youngest person
seeking election in the province-wide
municipal elections. During his time on
council, he also worked for then-
Conservative Durham MPP John
O'Toole and for then-Conservative
Durham MP Bev Oda.

In
t h e

2010 election, he
won handily over
four other candi-
dates in the ward.
His recent marriage
was to Megan
Hulse, who was his
campaign manager
in 2010.

At press time,
only one candidate
- Dave Granic - has
entered the race for
Ward 4.

by Nancy Melcher

How do you spell 'retirement'? For soon-to-be-
retired teacher Frank Scheitrowsky that is easy:
CB750! The last day of June this year will mark
the end of Frank's 28-year career with the York
Region District School Board, working in class-
rooms in the primary and junior grades. 

To celebrate his new-found leisure time, Frank
will embark
on a trip
around the
continental
U n i t e d
States. He
has nothing
a g a i n s t
C a n a d i a n
travel, hav-
ing made
p r e v i o u s
trips across
Canada both
east and west
f r o m
Uxbridge. 

“I've
already done
a road trip
by car to the
Canadian west coast. I've been to the east coast
several times. I've ridden my motorcycle to PEI
and Tennessee, but I've never been to the US
southwest.”
This time, however, he'll leave his family behind,

and will travel solo on his 1975 Honda CB750
motorcycle, taking four or five weeks to complete
the journey. Some will question his sanity on a
couple of fronts. Why on a motorcycle? Why on
an old bike? What if it breaks down (it's a 39-
year-old bike, after all)? 
Frank has maintained this bike himself for a long

time, so he's familiar with its mechanics and little
quirks. He'll carry some basic tools and a few

spare parts. His route will keep him off the free-
ways and interstates so he can slow down and
relax while enjoying the passing scenery. 
Recent contacts through various motorcycle net-

works have led to recommended routes as well as
offers of accommodation and assistance should
the need arise. He's also packing his CAA+ and
AMA membership cards should a major break-
down happen. “The adventure begins when the

plan has a hiccup.”
His choice of ride

is a good one. The
Honda CB750 is a
simple, reliable
motorcycle. A sin-
gle overhead cam
motor, with only
two valves per
cylinder, this low-
tech four-cylinder
power-plant is the
heart of the
“World's First
Superbike”. It's a
smooth, quiet, reli-
able machine. 

“That brilliant
engine made the
CB750 a huge suc-
cess and the most

influential motorcycle ever built,” states
Motorcycle Top 10's. Equip the motor with an
electric start and five speed gearbox, and you're
off  on the trip of a lifetime. 
An award-winning photographer, Frank will also

take his camera along to document the journey.
He plans to upload photos as he goes to his web-
site: http://frankfoto.jimdo.com/ and write a blog
of his adventures. With two top placings in the
annual Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts Juried
Exhibition, it's a sure bet Frank will return with
breathtaking images to delight the judges next
fall. 

Happy trails, Frank. Rubber side down!
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Retirement Is A Two-Wheeled Word

KAIREN’S KRAFT KORNER

FARM STORE & FRIENDS
CRAFT SALECRAFT SALE

JUNE 28 & 29  10 A.M.-5 P.M.
11700 CONC. 3, ZEPHYR

Kaylie’s Kottage•Horscotti• 
Jan Hing Vegetable & Flower Farm

•Scentsy•Avon•Donalda Natural Beef
& Farm Products•Jewellery•Handmade

Gifts and more!

Mantle will not seek re-election



Summer (and Fall) Events

Get these dates on to your calendar.
Especially if you have out of town
guests coming this summer, and want
to show them the highlights of your
wonderful community, bring them to
Leaskdale for a tour, for tea, or the
play, “Maud of Leaskdale”.

Our celebrated summer teas are
served from 1 to 3 p.m. every
Wednesday, starting July 9.
For a complete rundown of the pro-
grams, clip and save the program
below this article.
The play ”Maud of Leaskdale” is pre-

sented in its full length version every
Thursday at 7.30 p.m., and on
Saturday and Sunday afternoons at 3.
Admission is $25, seniors and students

$20. Tickets are available on line at
lucymaudmontgomery.ca, or at Blue
Heron Books and the Leaskdale
Country Store. 
The play continues to garner fabulous

reviews. We can't wait to see and hear
the reaction when Jennifer does it in
Charlottetown!

And on to the fall. 
The storytelling festival for October is

taking a definite shape. Lucy Maud
Montgomery was a renowned story-
teller both in her novels and as a speak-
er. Even in her Journals her storytelling
instincts allowed her to shape her day
to day entries into stories, often follow-
ing a subject thread through from
beginning to ending. The Uxbridge
Library and the Uxbridge BIA are join-
ing with the Lucy Maud Montgomery

Society to celebrate the art of story-
telling, with events over the weekend
of October 24, 25, and 26. There will
be categories for amateur adults, who
will be given 10 minutes for their
story, and for children, who will be
given 7 minutes. Professional story-
tellers will be on hand to entertain.
Information and signup sheets can be
obtained at the Train Station, the
Library, or at the Leaskdale Historic
Church. For more information call
Kathy Wasylenky at 905-852-5284.
Kathy is also organizing an evening of

community theatre for 2 weekend per-
formances, October 25 and November
1 and 2. For this she needs a director,
and a music director. Who is she look-
ing for? Someone young, enthusiastic,
with some experience, probably some-

one who has been involved in our
Uxbridge community theatre produc-
tions. The play, a new one to the
Leaskdale repertoire, is titled

“Rainbow Valley”. 
Interested? Kathy needs to hear from

you very soon. Call her at 905-852-
5284.

Fri., June 27: Blood Donor Clinic,
Uxbridge Seniors' Centre. 1: 30 - 7
p.m. Book appt. at www.blood.ca or
call 1 888 2 DONATE
Sat., June 28, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace hike with some hills. No dogs
please. Meet at parking area on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sat./Sun., June 28,29: North
Durham Nature features a
Durham Butterfly Blitz. Meet at
8:30 a.m. at Thickson Woods. Contact
James Kamstra
james.kamstra@aecom.com or phone
905-985-4497
more details at http://www.north-
durhamnatureclub.com/030~Events/.
Sun., June 29: Glen Major
Church summer services begin. 7
p.m., through to Aug. 31. Everyone
welcome.  905-649-5158

Thurs., July 3: Ontario District
Womens’ Insitutes’ Annual
Strawberry Social Dinner, 6 p.m.
Port Perry Arena. Tickets at door, $10,
children 7-12 years $5, under 6 free.
905-985-3976
Fri., July 4, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:

Brock Tract. A 10+ km fast pace, 2+
hr., loop hike with some hills. Meet at
the parking lot on the east side of Conc.
6, 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21or
0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line.
Contact: Russ Burton 605 830 2862
Sat., July 5, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace hike with some hills.  Meet at
parking area on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., July 5: Ramp Jam,
Uxbridge Rotary Skate Park, 12
- 5 p.m. Features competitions, prizes,
live bands, vendors and a BBQ.  Entry
$5, proceeds benefit the Uxbridge
Youth Centre (UYC). Event is rain or
shine, riders reminded to bring their
helmets!  Boards, bikes and scooters all
welcome.
Sun., July 6: Musicfest, 10-11
a.m., Reachview. Contact 905-852-
6487

Mon., July 7-11: Goodwood
Baptist Church hosts Vacation
Bible School. (Mon.--Fri.) at 10 a.m. -
12 noon for boys & girls 4--13 with
Bible stories,singing, games, crafts, &
snacks. Free & all welcome. Call 905-
640-3111 for info.
Wed., July 9, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods. 4+ hr., 15+ km moder-

ate to fast pace loop hike with some
hills. Meet at parking area on the west
side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km south
of Durham 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Wed., July 9: Uxbridge
Horticultural Club, 7:30 p.m.,
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. “How to
Think Like a Plant. Flower show and
refreshments.
Sat., July 12, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4+ km moder-
ate pace hike; Join us for breakfast
after the hike. No dogs please. Meet at
the trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161
Sun. July 13: Le Vent du Nord,
free performance in Elgin Park.
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Non-perishable dona-
tions to Loaves & Fishes foodbank wel-
com. Hosted by the Uxbridge Rotary
Club. 

Maud of Leaskdale returns this July
& August to the Historic Leaskdale
Church on Thursday evenings,
Saturday and Sunday matinees. Join us
for opening night Thursday, July 3.
Visit lucymaudmontgomery.ca for
details. 
Meditation: First and third Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m. at Siloam. No
experience necessary. See
www.InvitationToMeditation.ca for
information.
Sundays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,

Uxbridge Farmers' Market,
Uxbridge Arena parking lot until
October 29.
“Chances Are” Hospital
AuxiliaryStore on Bascom Street
accepting good spring and summer
clothing. Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. 
The Leaskdale Historic Church
and Manse Site is opened for tours
during the weekend in May and
Wednesday to Sunday during June,
July and August. Why not bring the
family and visitors to this National
Historic Site? 905-862-0808 or 905-
852-5284
Family Caregiver Support Group
for those caring for someone with
Alzheimer's disease or a related
dementia. Last Tuesday of each month
(except December),1:30-3:30 p.m.,
Trinity United Church. Meet and
exchange ideas in a supportive envi-
ronment. Support groups are facilitated
by a Family Support Coordinator. For
more information, call Alzheimer
Society Durham @ 1-888-301-1106
Heart to Heart Healing Centre,
26 Brock St West, (opposite Coffee
Time) is open the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month, 1:30-4:30
p.m., and Thursdays 7.30 pm - 9.30
pm. Offers Christian prayer for anyone
needing healing in body, soul or spirit.
Contact Annette Forkun 905 852 4665
or email
in fo@hear t tohear theal ingcentre.com,
www.hearttohearthealingcentre.com 
The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those

requiring assistance. Donations always
appreciated,  can be dropped in the
Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church Monday
to Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon.Tax receipts
issued for financial donations. 
Got Talent? Uxbridge Fall Fair is
seeking performers for its “Uxbridge
Has Talent” contest Sept. 6 & 7. Call
Shanie at 905-852-4655 or Fran at
905-852-7471 for details.
Join IODE - IODE Chapter  meets on
the first Wednesday of the month.
Women of all ages are invited to attend
and learn about volunteer work with
IODE. For more information, visit
www.iode.ca or call 905 852-6890.
St. Andrew’s-Chalmers
Presbyterian Church, Uxbridge.
905-852-6262 www.stan-
drewschalmers.ca.  Sunday service
10:30 a.m.
Summer Luncheon Teas at the
Historic Leaskdale Church. Join us
Wednesday afternoons in July and
August for delicious 5-course lunch-
eons. Entertainment includes Unique
Fashions, Theatre and Tea at Downton
Abbey. See lucymaudmontgomery.ca
for the full line up! Served up with a
tablespoon of fun by the LM
Montgomery Society of Ontario.

If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-
852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

ONGOING

READY FOR SUMMER?
RETRACTABLE AWNINGS AND CANOPIES!

905-852-9440 

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

HAPPY CANADA DAY!
WE’VE GOT ALL YOU NEED FOR YOUR PARTY!

905-852-9892

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse by Barb Pratt



It's always
great to see
U x b r i d g e
receive posi-
tive publicity.
The other day
I had the TV
going in the

background while working around the
house. Hearing Uxbridge mentioned I
quickly came to a halt and wondered
what this was all about. Suddenly there
was teacher June Cook chatting away
about her “special needs” students who
were visiting a unique animal farm
called Nova's Ark. As June chatted with
the interviewer, the camera panned
around the room, and it was interesting
to see these great youngsters taking to
the animals like they were long lost
friends. One student even had a very
large snake wrapped around his neck
and was grinning from ear to ear. Can't
say I would have done that but it wasn't
bothering him.

Nova's Ark, which is located in
Brooklin, started some 14 years ago and
it’s used almost solely for school children
with special needs, with many from
Uxbridge attending. June told the inter-
viewer that the farm is a blessing for
these children, as they identified easily
with the animals, who seemed very
pleased to be cuddled and petted by the
students. She even told of several stu-
dents who say little or nothing during
the normal class but open right up when
they visit the farm.
I had a proud feeling to watch the show

and again realize that, in Uxbridge, no
one is left behind. These kids have been
dealt a bad hand and in some countries

they would be ignored and left behind.
But this is Canada and if there is a need
there are organizations, parents, teachers
and volunteers who make sure these
children get the same attention as all the
others. The owners of Nova's Ark and
teachers like June need to take a big bow.
They sure deserve our praise and our
thanks.

----------
Uxbridge Legion has a female president
once again and members seem very
pleased that Sherrill Hodgson has taken
office knowing that she will steer the
Legion ship in the right direction.
Sherrill has been a hard-working mem-
ber of the executive and members are
confident those efforts will continue
during her term of office. I wish her
well.

And speaking of Sherrill, she had a
birthday shortly after being elected and
it was fun attending her bash in the
social room at Bridgewater Apts. on
Toronto St. First time there for me and I
was impressed with the comfort of the
attractive room complete with a large
TV, sofas and tables along with a full
kitchen. They told me there were always
lots of activities taking place and the
room was a very pleasant gathering spot
for residents and their guests.

Besides being happy for the birthday
girl, a nice surprise was bumping into
Margo Cooper, a resident there. Margo
and I go back a long way but it didn't
take long to get into the 'remember
when' frame of mind and do some
catching up. Margo and husband Al
moved to Guelph many years ago and
after Al passed away Margo retired back
to Uxbridge. It was a fun and interesting
visit with a good friend and we promised
to stay in touch.

Moving on from Margo I had a won-
derful visit with Elsie Wood, a dear
friend who, like Margo, I hadn't seen in
years. Elsie and I soon got right into past
life in Uxbridge and I was so pleased to
see how young this lady looks. Elsie has
never ever told anyone her age, so not
even her children knew. But I under-
stand, probably through the magic of
the internet, a family member has dis-
covered her birthdate so Elsie's secret is
out! But your secret is safe with me,
Elsie, as I'll never tell.

So, besides congratulating Sherrill on
being elected Legion president, I have to
add huge thanks for inviting me to her
birthday party where I had a great time.
If Sherrill's term as Legion President is as
much fun as her birthday party, then
Legion members are in for a good ride.

A long time ago I strapped on a back-
pack embellished with a Canadian
flag and began a yearlong circumnav-
igation of the globe. My trip was a
solo one, punctuated with brief stops
with friends and family along the way.
On each leg of the journey, I was met
with someone's insistence   I visit their
waterfall.  Whatever combination of
bus, bike, boat or hike it took to get
there I did, only to be disappointed by
the mere trickle of water that had
been the source of rave reviews from
the local. 

On my return to Canada, I had the
opportunity to visit Niagara Falls with
visitors from away. The sheer majesty
of Niagara Falls inspired in me a sense
of awe hitherto unrealized. Canada is
more than just waterfalls. Our natural
beauty is one reason people chose to
visit but it is our policies of equality
and opportunity, and the fact that we
are just plain nice, that attract those
who want to call Canada home.  

A nation of nice people has a down-

side. We want to be all things for all
people. We want free health care. We
want good public education. We want
good public transit. We want to take
care of the environment. We want to
take care of the disadvantaged. We
want to take care of the poor. We
want to take care of the middle class.
We want to take care of the university
students. We want to take care of the
unemployed. We want to take care of
the immigrants. We want to take care
of the refugees. We want to take care
of the elderly. We want to take care of
the criminals. We want to take care of
the artists. We want to take care of the
infirm.  We want. We want. The list is
endless. And in our bid to be nice to
our citizens we have forgotten that all
these wants have costs associated with
them. In an age of credit, we have lost
the ability to delay gratification, to
wait until we can afford what we
want.

According to the Canada Debt
Clock, at the time of the writing of

this piece, the Canada debt was
$617,172,277,255. The interest per
year is around $15,275,655,398. If
that seems too large a number to
process, consider that the interest on
our debt increases by $484 per sec-
ond. Per second - that was not a typo!
A friend of mine, on getting her first

job, racked up considerable debt out-
fitting her new apartment with the
luxuries it took her parents twenty
years to acquire. She soon had a small
car, an enviable wardrobe and a desir-
able social life. And a credit card bill
that became unmanageable. It took a
tough love approach from a local
banker to get her financial house in
order. She sold her car, wore the
clothes she owned, consolidated her
debts into one manageable loan and
cut up her credit cards. She learned
patience and was eventually rewarded.
There are few who wouldn't be envi-
ous of her financial acumen and the
situation she finds herself in now. 
Canada needs a tough love approach.

The foundation upon which this
nation has been built is to be com-
mended. Our desire to do right by our
citizens is to be applauded. But just as

my friend found out, one needs to live
within its means. We need to get our
financial house in order. It would be
difficult. It would be painful. There
would, by definition, be sacrifices.
But our debt load is not sustainable.
We are mortgaging our children's
futures. The interest payments on our
debt are already unbearably high and
are cutting into our ability to sustain
the programs we hold dear and the
very measures that provide a safety net
to the most vulnerable in society. 

If, in my moment of ultimate power
over this great country of Canada I
was granted magical powers, I would
eliminate the country's debt. The pro-
viso would be that we must from that
day forward live within our means. It
would do no good to eliminate the
debt if as a nation we didn't learn our
lesson.  

As it is, I doubt any of us will be
granted a magic wand to eliminate the
debt. We will have to go about it the
hard way, just as my friend did. We, as
a nation, need to live with what we
have, get rid of the unnecessary
expenses and most importantly, cut
up the country's credit cards. 

And if anyone isn't convinced of the
urgency, our debt has gone up by
almost $3 million since five para-
graphs ago - a kind of Niagara Falls of
money flowing away from the nice
people of Canada.
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Cris Cuddy, Andrew Heathcote and Pierre Bordeleau form
the Cris Cuddy Acoustic Unit, using two acoustic guitars and
a stand up bass, which creates a unique sound. They will
perfome original songs rich with vocal harmonies and
skilled performance. 

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

JUNE 27 - CRIS CUDDY ACOUSTIC UNIT

This
Friday
at the 
Foster

YOU ARE INVITED 

to
FRED & HELEN WILSON’S

60th WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 
OPEN HOUSE!

Sunday, July 13, 1 - 4 p.m.

Sandford Community Centre
433 Sandford Side Rd.

Best wishes only

   

Boys & Girls Ages 4 - 13
Come join us for our daily
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

WHEN? July 7 - 11 (Mon. - Fri.) 
10 a.m. - 12 noon

WHERE?  Goodwood Baptist Church
283 Hwy. 47, Goodwood

905-640-3111

WHY?  Bible Stories, Singing, Games,
Crafts & Snacks

No charge

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

29 Toronto St. S., Suite 1A, Uxbridge
www.cafexxix.ca

Buy One Get a Second

FREE!
of Equal or Lesser Value*

Applies to: Hot drinks, smoothies/shakes, ice cream, 
pastries, salads, sandwiches and soup.

Celebrating our 2nd Anniversary! 
Thank you Uxbridge!

Offer expires 31 August '14

Follow us on
Facebook
and Twitter

*Conditions apply. Cannot be used with any other offer.
Coupon must be presented.

Patio is 
now open!

A waterfall of debt
by Shelagh Damus

Stemp’s Stew with Harry Stemp



Canada is a wonderful place to live,
with spectacular scenery from coast to
coast to coast: rolling hills, patchwork
fields of crops, blue lakes and green
forests, amber waves of Canadian grain,
mountains, waterfalls, sea coasts, gla-
ciers, the wide open spaces of the Far
North, sparkling icebergs, spouting
whales, quaint little villages, vibrant
cities, the fireworks of fall colours across
the land, and so much more.

With 20 per cent of the world's fresh
water flowing through Canadian lakes
and rivers, we are the envy of nations.
Keeping this bountiful resource safe
enough to drink, clean enough for
ecosystems to flourish, and flowing with
constant volumes is a huge challenge,
especially with current models of the
impacts of climate change and industri-
al expansion. 

Scientists have been studying the
impacts of human activities on freshwa-
ter lakes and watersheds in the
Experimental Lakes Area (ELA) in
northwestern Ontario, not far from the
Manitoba border, since 1968. The ELA

is a unique location for ground-breaking
research on water quality and fisheries.
It's the only place in the world where
scientists can perform experiments on
whole lakes. The ELA consists of 58
small lakes and their watersheds, all of
which have been set aside for research.
For almost half a century this facility has
been a natural outdoor laboratory to
study the physical, chemical, and bio-
logical processes in actual lake ecosys-
tems.

The ELA and its dedicated team have
placed Canada at the forefront of fresh-
water science world-wide. It addresses
real-world problems, and provides
advice to policy-makers and industry on
issues such as strategies for combating
harmful algal blooms, proposals to
lower mercury contamination in fish,
environmental impacts of fish-farming
and escaped genetically-modified fish,
endocrine-disrupting chemicals, and a
host of other concerns. Legislation and
action on these issues have saved taxpay-
ers and industry billions of dollars.
They've also improved the health of our

environment.
However, in 2012 the Canadian gov-

ernment announced it would close this
vital world-class research area. The out-
cry from the global scientific communi-
ty was swift, clear, and passionate, as
politicians joined scientists, academics,
and ordinary Canadians to insist the
ELA must be preserved.

“The Harper government is gutting all
and any tools, rules, and science projects
that stand in the way of corporate abuse
of our freshwater heritage,” said Maude
Barlow, National Chairperson of the
Council of Canadians. “No ELA means
that the damage done to water from
extractive industries will forever be hid-
den.”

Her sentiments were echoed by award-
winning, world-renowned freshwater
expert Dr. David Schindler, Killam
Memorial Chair in Ecology, University
of Alberta. 

“Cutting the ELA - the only research
center capable of providing a solid sci-
ence basis for freshwater policy - is
extremely short-sighted,” he insisted. 

Fortunately the situation was resolved
early in 2014 by the International
Institute for Sustainable Development
(IISD). Pledges of financial support by
the federal, Ontario, and Manitoba gov-
ernments, among others, will enable the
IISD, a not-for-profit non-governmen-
tal organization, to operate the facility.
The agreements with the various gov-
ernments will ensure the long-term
operation of the ELA. 
“This opens a fresh, new chapter in the

life of the ELA and the promise of many
important and exciting research possi-
bilities ahead of us,” said Scott Vaughan,
President and CEO of IISD. “What
real-world research can tell us about the
human impact on the natural environ-
ment is indispensable to putting the

human relationship with this planet on
a sustainable footing. IISD's operation
of ELA will ensure that Canada's role at
the forefront of freshwater research is
not only maintained but flourishes.”

If I was in charge of things I'd
make sure that facilities like the ELA,
places that are doing research that will
benefit not just Canada but the entire

world, are considered essential services.
Closing them would not be an option,
and the costs of funding them would be
tied to the MP's salaries: every time the
politicians voted themselves a raise,
there'd be an equal percentage increase
to the budgets of those labs. That's what
your Nature Nut would do. 
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Playing July 3 to August 28

Jennifer Carroll as Maud

Returning for the Third Season

At The Historic Leaskdale Church
Now air-conditioned!

Starring Uxbridge Actress

Experience the life of Lucy Maud 
Montgomery during her first 15 years in 
Ontario (1911-26), when she became a 
devoted mother, a world famous author, and the loyal wife of a
Presbyterian minister. It was a time of simple joys and
heart-rending tragedy, brought to life through Montgomery's
own powerful words.

"A moving, memorable show...how delightful to hear that
Jennifer Carroll is coming to repeat her terrific performance as
Maud."   ~ Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston, Editors,
LMM's Selected Journals

L.M.Montgomery is a trademark of the Heirs of L.M.Montgomery Inc. and is used under licence of the LMMSO.

Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm
Saturday & Sunday matinées at 3:00 pm
Special Group performances available

Tickets $25, Seniors & Students $20
Available at Blue Heron Books, 
Leaskdale Country Store, through our 
website at lucymaudmontgomery.ca 
or at the door. Call 905-862-0808.

If I were in charge
by Nancy Melcher, the Nature Nut


