
Wild Turkeys, Barton Trail   by John Cavers
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A WALK IN THE WOODS -  There is nothing more irresistible than a sunny late winter day in the woods. At least that’s what visitors Matt and Kayla Brown thought on Tuesday as they played hooky in the Durham for-
est south of Uxbridge and used their trusty canine Brando as an excuse. The skier behind them, and cyclist Damian Wiechula (inset) agreed with them. Photo by Renee Leahy.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for March

Monday, March 11th
March Break - No meeting of Council 

Monday, March 18th
9:30 a.m. COMMITTEE
7:00 p.m. Public Planning Meeting -
ZBA 2012-09 - Amarelo Holdings Inc.
(Impact Auto)

Wednesday, March 20th 7:00 p.m.
Committee of Adjustment Meeting
Monday, March 25th
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.

WINTER REMINDERS
• OVERNIGHT PARKING Please be
advised that By-law 89-52 as amended
prohibits overnight parking from
November 1 until April 1 between the
hours of 2 am and 7 am on roadways and
Municipal lots within the Township of
Uxbridge.
• SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION
Did you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-
52, it is an offence to stop any vehicle on
a highway in such a manner as to inter-
fere with the movement of traffic or the
clearing of snow from the highway?
Please make sure you park off any high-
way or roadway so as to permit snow
removal equipment and vehicles to clean
the streets during the winter season.  
• SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES
Snow Removal By-Law 2008-160 states
every owner/occupant of any building or
vacant lot within the Township of
Uxbridge shall clear all snow and ice from
any sidewalk(s) adjacent to their property
within 24 hours after the accumulation of
snow and/or ice.
• SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW Please keep
the Township Snowmobile By-Law in
mind while operating your motorized
snow vehicle this winter season. You are
not permitted to ride your snowmobile on
any sidewalks, park lands or any other
Township property except to cross. Any
person found in contravention of this By-
Law is liable to a fine.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. Please fill out the
Request for Alternate Formats Form at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility
Coordinator at 905-852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30) 

ZEPHYR LIBRARY: Co-operative story-
time on Thursdays, 4:15-5:15 pm,
February 21 & Mar. 7. Pre-schoolers, with
parent, and Jk-Sk welcome to tag along
too!  No charge. SIGN UP NOW at the
Zephyr Library. 

SPRING BREAK SPECIAL: Activities and
Events for Grds. Jk-Teen!
Fri. Mar. 8, 2-3:00pm. 'Fortune and Fate'-
Durham Folklore Storytellers, Grds. 1-3,
parents & siblings welcome too! Cost:
$3.50 ea.
Mon. Mar. 11, 9:30am-4:30pm.
'Babysitting Course'- Grds. 6 & up. Bring
lunch & life-size doll or teddy bear.  Cost:
$75.00
Tue. Mar. 12, 2-3:00pm, 'Fun for 4's & 5's.
Cost:  $3.50.  Stories, crafts, and activi-
ties all about spring and Easter. Enjoy a
tasty treat while watching an old time fun
movie, on a 'reel-to-reel' projector, a
machine unknown to most kids!
Wed. Mar. 13, 9:30am-3:30pm. 'The Brook
Never Sleeps', Grds. 4-10. Hands on eco-
workshops and demos. No charge. Bring
warm clothes and boots.  Lunch includ-
ed, thanks to the Ux. Watershed Com.
SIGN UP - UX.YOUTH CENTRE, 905-852-
3456, with event PRESENTED at the
LIBRARY.
Thurs. Mar. 14, 10:00am-5:00pm. (3
groups)  'PeopleSaver', Grds. Jk-5.
Students learn injury prevention, who and
how to call for help, evaluate safe environ-
ments & basic care in everyday mishaps.
Cost:  $10-15.00, according to length of
class. NEW program this year and an
excellent way to teach, and re-inforce
emergency action throughout childhood. 
Thurs. Mar. 14, 6:30-8:30pm. 'Photo
Scavenger Hunt', Teens. Race around
town to find and 'shoot' items on your
list! Teams can be 2-4.  Each team bring
at least one digital camera. (camera
phone okay)  Cost:  $5.00/team
Fri.  Mar. 15,  2-4:00pm.  'Movie Matinee',
Grds. 5-7.  Drop-in Rise of the Guardians.
Forces join to protect the hopes, and
beliefs of children world wide. Cost:
$2.00, with bottled water and hot popcorn
available for $1.00 each.
** Pre-register for Spr. Brk. events (except
the movies) in person, by cash or cheque,
at the Uxbridge Library. 

SPRING BREAK SPECIAL at the Zephyr
Library: ALL school ages
Tue. Mar. 12, 3:30-5:30 pm. 'Duct Tape Art'.
Cost: $2.00 (incls. supplies). Sign up soon
at Zephyr Library to guarantee your spot -
space is limited.
Thur. Mar. 14, 3:30-5:30 pm.  'Board
Games' Choose what to play or learn a
new one!  Free.

WINTER ICE CONDITIONS

ELGIN POND
The Township of Uxbridge will be testing the ice
conditions at Elgin Pond throughout the winter:

No Flags - Not started to test
Red Flags - Ice is not safe to be on
Yellow Flags - Skate with caution

Please keep away from water inlets and outlets
as ice thickness is compromised.
Please note:  Flags are located at the North

End of Elgin Pond.

Stormwater Management Facilities
Please keep off of all stormwater management
facilities. Water levels fluctuate at these facilities
and these facilities are not safe for skating or
other activities.

AT THE GOODWOOD HALL

TALENT NIGHT
May 15th, 2013 Goodwood Hall

7:00p.m. to 9:00p.m.
Registration 905-640-3966
bnortheast@powergate.ca

Not a competition - 
Everybody Welcome!

ACCESSIBILITY RECOGNITION
AWARDS NOTICE

Who We Are
The Township of Uxbridge Accessibility
Advisory Committee is dedicated to promot-
ing and enhancing, a barrier-free environ-
ment for all persons, regardless of needs, to
participate as fully as possible in all aspects
of community life.
Township of Uxbridge 
Accessibility Recognition Awards
To promote greater accessibility and acces-
sibility awareness, the Township of
Uxbridge Accessibility Advisory Committee
is recognizing and awarding one business
and one individual each year to celebrate
the commitment to accessibility and holistic
inclusion within the Township of Uxbridge.  
How to Nominate
To nominate a deserving business or indi-
vidual for the Township of Uxbridge
Accessibility Recognition Awards, you must
submit details of their efforts to improve
accessibility and/or accessibility aware-
ness, and how the organization and/or indi-
vidual has gone above and beyond to make
accessibility a key factor in the community.
You can find the application form and eligi-
bility criteria for these awards at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.  The deadline to
submit your nomination form to accessi-
bilty@town.uxbridge.on.ca is March 29,
2013.  Awards will be presented at the
Council Meeting on May 27th, 2013.
What are the Benefits of the Award?
1. Community recognition for championing
leadership in the area of Accessibility.
2. Presentation of a Township of Uxbridge
Accessibility Recognition Award that may
be displayed on an ongoing basis.
3. A Certificate of Recognition to each
Award recipient.
4. A Letter of Congratulations to the recipi-
ent from the Mayor of the Township of
Uxbridge, in recognition of the positive com-
munity contribution in the area of
Accessibility.
5. Inclusion of the details and description of
the accessibility initiatives of the business
and individual Accessibility Recognition
Award winners on the website of the
Township of Uxbridge and featured in the
Township Page.

UXBRIDGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

INFORMATION
Important fire safety tips 
during power outages!

To reduce fire risk during a power outage, the
Office of the Fire Marshal recommends fol-
lowing the following safety tips:
• Electrically-connected smoke alarms and
carbon monoxide alarms will not work when
the power is out. Homeowners should
ensure they have battery-operated smoke
alarms and carbon monoxide alarms to pro-
vide early warning of fire and carbon monox-
ide. 
• During a power outage, families should
make sure electric stove elements and small
appliances are OFF or unplugged to prevent
fires from starting when the electricity is
restored. Everyone should know how to get
out immediately if there is a fire. 
• Cordless phones will not work when the
power is out, so it is recommended to have at
least one phone that does not require elec-
tricity to operate. 
• Use flashlights or battery-operated lanterns
instead of candles or hurricane lamps. If
using candles, place them in a secure holder
and cover them with a glass chimney. 
• Propane and charcoal barbecues are for
outdoor use only. Do not bring them inside. 
• Only use portable space heaters that have
been designed for indoor use and follow the
manufacturer's instructions. Provide ade-
quate ventilation by opening a window slight-
ly while the heater is in use. Before refuelling,
turn off the heater, wait for it to cool and take
the heater outside to refuel. 
• Purchase generators with recognized
approval labels. Make sure the unit has prop-
er connection receptacles and circuit break-
ers. 
• Portable generators should only be used
outdoors and carefully located to ensure that
exhaust fumes do not enter the home. Allow
the generator to cool before refuelling.
Refuel the generator outside, following the
manufacturer's instructions. Store fuel for the
generator in approved containers, outside
the home. 
Further information on emergency pre-
paredness can be found at
http://www.emergencymanagementon-
tario.ca/english/home.html.

SWIM WITH THE BEST

AT UXPOOL!
Register for Spring and 
Call 905-852-7831 for
Swimming Lessons.

New family change-room!
Free level assessments 

during Public Swims 
(1 - 3 pm on weekends 

and during March Break).
Spring Session 

starts March 20th.



I am a little tardy in my second
installment of View from the
Hill, which is intended to be a
monthly contribution to The
Cosmos. I would like to thank
Conrad for his patience, as he
knows my priority in January and
February was getting offices set
up and staff hired to focus serving
our community. This month’s
column is intended to provide an
update on these efforts as well as
addressing another major issue
that will impact federal represen-
tation in Uxbridge in the future.

First, I am very happy to
announce that for the first time
in many years - or possibly ever
for that matter - North  Durham
has a Member of Parliament rid-
ing office that is available to serve
the Uxbridge and West Scugog
parts of the Durham riding.
During the election, I made a

pledge of being accessible as your
MP, so for me this meant meeting
with people closer to their com-
munity. I was also fortunate to
have met some impressive
Uxbridge entrepreneurs during
my campaign who had recently
opened the Treehouse Business
Centre. This membership-driven
office facility provides full office
services and allows for its mem-
bers to use private meeting space.
After touring their location -
above the PACE Credit Union on
Brock Street - I was impressed by
the fact that I could have an office
in Uxbridge without bearing all
of the costs associated with leas-
ing and staffing a second con-
stituency office. I now have a
new, fully wheelchair accessible
full-time office in Bowmanville
with incredible staff, and a part-
time office in Uxbridge that is

staffed part-time by our team as
required. Meetings are available
in our Uxbridge office by
appointment during the weeks
that the House of Commons is
not sitting. I have already held
several meetings at the Treehouse
location in December and
January and people have found
the space inviting and conven-
ient. We also held a well attend-
ed Open House at the North
Durham office on February 21st
to show the community we are
up and running and available for
meetings. I look forward to
meeting more of you at one of
our offices or out in the commu-
nity.
In a case of sad irony, less than a

week after our North  Durham
open house in Uxbridge, the
Federal Electoral Boundaries
Commission issued their final

report for Ontario and it con-
tained considerable changes to
the Durham riding. One of the
most significant changes involves
moving the Township of
Uxbridge from the Durham rid-
ing to a new riding with the City
of Pickering. As your Member of
Parliament, I will have the oppor-
tunity to make representations on
this issue to the parliamentary
committee reviewing the pro-
posed boundaries. I want to hear
from you on these changes. I am
running a survey through my
website -
www.erinotoolemp.ca/RidingSur
vey - and running ads in local
papers throughout Durham ask-
ing for people to share their per-
spective on these changes with
me (see page 11).

On a personal level, I wish the
riding could remain exactly the

s a m e .
The best
part of
standing
for pub-
lic office
has been
meeting and promoting the won-
derful people from Clarington,
Scugog and Uxbridge. Uxbridge
has welcomed me with open arms
and continues to inspire me, so
regardless of what happens with
boundaries, I will remain a cham-
pion and admirer of Uxbridge.

While many might want things
to remain the same, I know that
this is not possible given the
growth in the Durham Region
following the previous census.
The independent boundary com-
mission was given a difficult task
of adding new ridings in southern
Ontario while trying to minimize
the disruption on the communi-
ties that make up each riding.
Please take some time to com-
plete the survey and share your
perspective with me. I pledge to
listen to all of your thoughts on
these boundaries and make repre-
sentations to the parliamentary
committee based on consensus
and the best interests for our area.
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TH E TOWNSHIP O F UXBRIDGE

The Township of Uxbridge is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
If you require accommodation at any time throughout the employment activities process, please contact us at: 905-852-9181 ext. 209, 

accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca or by visiting www.town.uxbridge.on.ca and we will make every effort to provide appropriate 
assistance pursuant to the Township of Uxbridge Employment Activities Accommodation policy.

CLERK'S DEPARTMENT

The Township of Uxbridge is accepting applica-
tions for a Summer Student placement within the
Clerk's Department. An applicant should be cur-
rently enrolled in a post-secondary education
program and returning to continue their educa-
tion in September, 2013.
Position Summary:
• Assists with File maintenance, including laser
fiche scanning & index up-dating
• Provides main receptionist relief, including mail
processing
• Completes various tasks as assigned by the
Clerk and Deputy Clerk 
Minimum Qualifications:
• Excellent oral, written and communication skills
• Superior customer service skills & ability to
deal with the public & staff in a courteous & tact-
ful manner
• Proficient in the use of computers & current
related software
• Self-starter with demonstrated strong time-
management and organizational skills
• Must possess valid Driver's Licence
• An interest in Public Administration

Interested candidates are invited to submit a
cover letter together with a detailed resume out-
lining experience and detailing how the mini-
mum qualifications are met, identifying the posi-
tion being applied for and marked “Confidential”
to the attention of:
pshipway@town.uxbridge.on.ca or the under-
signed no later than 4:30 pm, Thursday, March
28th, 2013.
Township of Uxbridge
ATTN: Paul Shipway, Deputy Clerk
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1T1

We thank all applicants for their interest,
however only those being considered for an
interview will be contacted. 

Leaskdale News 
with Helen Harrison

CAMPS, CAMPS,
CAMPS!

MARCH BREAK CAMP!
Come and join us this March Break for
our 1 week and day-by-day programs!
We have a variety of Camps for ages 5-
13! Swimming everyday included! 
March 11th-15th 
• Jr. Variety Camp!

• M: Crafty Kids!
• T: Superhero Day!
• W: Daring Detectives Day!
• Th: Jr. Whiz Kids Camp!
• F: Adventure Day!

• Sr. Variety Camp!
• M: Bowling and Game Day!
• T: Cooking Club!
• W: Bowling and Sr. Whiz!
• Th: Cooking Club!
• F: Bowling and Skating!

• Jr. AND Sr. Sports Camp! - Variety of
gym Sports, PLUS bowling everyday!
• Dance and Cheer Camp! 1 week pro-
gram, with Dance/Cheer performance
on Friday! 
For more detailed program information,

please see Page 12 of the NEW 2013
Spring/Summer Uxbridge Community
Guide, pick up a flyer at the Uxpool, or
visit www.town.uxbridge.on.ca 

UXBRIDGE SUMMER CAMPS!
The Town of Uxbridge Summer Camp
flyer is hot off the press! Get your copy
at the Uxpool, or see the centre fold of
the NEW Spring/Summer Community
guide! Registration starts March 2nd.
Register before May 31st and receive a
FREE Camp T-shirt AND a 5% discount
per registration! NEW this year:
Skateboard Camp and Soccer Club!
“UX CAMP ROCKS!” 

Questions?
Camp Coordinator: Rebecca Harman

camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca 
905-852-7831

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

We are looking for an accounting stu-
dent for our Treasury Department to
help out in accounts payable and our
tax areas from May 1st, 2013 until
August 30th, 2013.  Applicants should
be currently enrolled in a post-second-
ary educational institution and returning
to continue their education in
September.  Preference will be given to
those studying in related fields. Please
ensure that the position being applied
for is clearly marked on the application.
Please direct resumes to the attention
of Gayle Gregor, Supervisor of
Accounting no later than Thursday,
March 28th, 2013.

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

UXPOOL

Swimming Instructors and Lifeguards
Full time and part time positions available
Minimum Qualifications:
NLS, RC WSI, SFA with CPR “c”, LSI an
asset. Should have a minimum of 1 year
or 3 sessions experience.

Interested applicants are invited to submit
a cover letter and resume outlining all rel-
evant awards and experience identifying
the position to the attention of:
cclementson@town.uxbridge.on.ca or the
undersigned no later than 4:30 pm
Thursday, March 28th, 2013.

Township of Uxbridge
ATTN:  Carolyn Clementson
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge, ON, L9P 1T1

We thank all applicants for their interest,
however, only those being considered for
an interview will be contacted.

Please be reminded that Daylight
Saving Time resumes this Sun. Mar.
10. Time again to 'spring ahead'...

George and Chrystal Paisley trav-
elled to Fort Erie last weekend for the
February gathering of Flying
Farmers...

Leaskdale W.A. will meet on Wed.
Mar. 20 @ 1:30 p.m. at the church.
Group 1 is in charge...
Reg and Joyce Carter returned home

on Friday from a very enjoyable
Southern Caribbean cruise...

Real Life, Real Women, St. Paul's
ladies are heading away on a bus trip
to Niagara-on-the Lake on Sat. Apr.
20. Please watch this column for
further details...

Pleased to hear that Mona Mustard
is feeling better and has returned
home to Butternut Manor after a stay
in Uxbridge Cottage HospitaL..

Bill and Johnathon Alsop attended
funerals recently for two Brooks
Family members, a brother and sister
of Bill's late wife, Edith...

The Lions' Club Farmers' Night at
Udora Community Centre on
Monday was well-attended and
enjoyed by all.

View from the Hill by Erin O’Toole, MP
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Inflation
Is it just us, or does everything seem to be costing an inordinate amount of cash these days?
We see these ridiculous amounts attached to big projects in the news, and although our pri-
mal reaction is to ask, “How the heck can this cost so much?”, we eventually get numbed
to the numbers. Let us cite a couple of examples.
When Parliament was debating whether the Canadian military should purchase a new fleet

of obsolete F-35 jets, the figure being tossed about was four million dollars per airplane.
Think about that for a moment. How much bigger is an F-35 than a Dodge Caravan? Maybe
20 times? OK, let’s say 40 times at the outside. A Caravan costs $25,000, so something 40
times as big should cost a million, maybe less if you’re buying a whole bunch of them. But
the F-35 is costing four times that. Is a jet really four times as difficult to make than a
Caravan? It doesn’t even have a CD player or turn signals. It’s made of basically the same
stuff. Why the inflation? We suspect it has to do with being sold to the military. Remember
the $500 hammers and $10,000 toilets?

And how about this Keystone pipeline from Alberta through the American heartland to
Texas? Much of the debate is focussed on the almost-certain adverse environmental
impacts, but how about the zillion dollars the pipeline will cost? How will that affect us at
the gas pump, do you think? And don’t we already have plenty of highways and railroads,
with plenty of tanker trucks and tanker cars on them, that could carry the oil from A to B?
Supporters of Keystone trumpet the economic impact of its construction, but won’t that, and
the jobs, be short term over a decade? The price at the pumps will be up forever, we sus-
pect. And the jobs of the truckers and railway personnel would be permanent. Has anybody
really thought this through?

Lest we think this kind of inflation only applies to mega-projects, we only need look at
this week’s Uxbridge Council agenda to be reminded that it’s rampant everywhere. Again,
let’s take two examples (see page 9 for more background).
In discussion of a much-needed restoration of Uxbridge’s unique and beautiful historic site,

the Thomas Foster Memorial, the figure being tossed around for the ultimate repair bill was
$750,000 - three quarters of a million dollars. Mr. Foster is probably whirling in his grave
(located inside the building) over that figure. It’s for some new roofing and bit of stone
work, and it’s probably about 20 times what the building cost to erect over two full sum-
mers only 75 years ago. Really? Couldn’t we renovate the original Taj Mahal for that?

Finally, Council decided to get two of its halls, the Siloam Hall and the Lions’ Hall in
Goodwood, appraised in case they decide to sell them down the road. A good idea. But the
price? 5,000! To appraise two not-very-large buildings. The memo accompanying the quote
said the process would take two weeks. Why? Are these buildings much more complex than
the average house? If the appraisers at MPAC took more than a couple of hours on-site,
and a couple more hours of research, to appraise your house, they’d be fired. Why can’t
we get MPAC to appraise the halls? They already work for us, don’t they?

In all of these instances, we confess to being cynical. We suspect that the bottom line is
being significantly inflated because the client is government. And who funds the govern-
ment? You and I do. We’re being ripped off, and the pity is that we’re probably not going
to do anything about it.  

Letters to the Editor
On February 28th our Grade 3 class-
es went to downtown Uxbridge to
visit store employees and their own-
ers. We visited them to ask them
questions about their job and their
store. The reason why we asked them
questions is because we are going to
write an article called “A Cup of Tea”
like the article “A Cup of Coffee” by
Roger Varley. It was lots of fun and
everyone was very excited and
enthused about our real life writing
assignment. Thank you to the
Uxbridge employers and store own-
ers who participated, and thank you
very much Cosmos for letting us bor-
row the idea.

The classes of Mme Kennedy
and Mme White

Uxbridge Public School

I would like to comment on Stephen
Leahy’s Commentary on climate
change (Feb 21st). The cause of cli-
mate change is an important issue,
and a complex subject that should be
debated. I thank the Cosmos for
allowing me to explain the argu-
ments surrounding this controversial
subject.
Mr. Leahy provided his comments

following my Letter to the editor
(Feb 7th), on the same subject. In
my Feb 7th letter I pointed out that:
1. Many scientists and others dis-

agree with the conclusion that
Global Warming is the result of
increased levels of Carbon Dioxide
(CO2).
2. That there are many other factors
affecting climate change.

3. The correlation between CO2
and Global Warming is not solid.
4. The Earth’s climate has changed,

both warmer and colder in the past,
without CO2 being the cause.

Mr. Leahy seems to agree that there
are varying opinions on the cause of
Global Warming, but he says that
“Climate Scientists” are the most
reliable source. He feels that the

opposition comes from Engineers.
Aside from the fact that many
“Climate Scientists” are Engineers, I
would like to point out that
Engineers are Applied Scientists who
are by training, more practical than
pure Scientists.
Of the several other factors affecting

Global Warming, Mr. Leahy has
picked out the Sun’s radiation, as the
one factor to question, and he uses
the German research organization,
the Max Planck Institute for Solar
System Research, as his source. I
found that Max Planck clearly states
that “The sun is more active now
than over the last 8000 years”. Max
Planck shows that during the 100
year period up until 1980 there was a
strong correlation between sun radia-
tion levels and the average Global
temperature. Since 1980 the Sun’s
radiation level has remained high
,but Global temperatures have grown
more than can be explained by solar
radiation, so other factors are likely.
The quote Mr. Leahy uses only refers
to the last 30 years.

Mr. Leahy’s third point is that the
Earth’s atmosphere moderates the
Earth’s temperature. This is of course
a well accepted fact. The amount of
the contribution of CO2 as a green-
house gas is however subject to
debate.

Mr. Leahy’s fourth point is to
“Follow the Money”. He feels that
“Climate Scientists” must be honest,
because if they wanted to make more
money they could easily become
stock brokers. I doubt that these
skills are interchangeable. In fact
the opposite is likely true. That is,
“Climate Scientists” depend on gov-
ernment grants for their livelihood
(as Mr. Leahy points out). If they
want to continue to receive grants
they need their predictions to be
accurate. The problem here is, they
can lose their responsibility to be
objective and unbiased. For example,
East Anglia University CRU, has

been caught cooking data to show
that their models are accurate. It was
later said that they did not need to
cook the data, but they continue to
be reluctant to share data. Scientists
working on the causes of Global
Warming need to be open with their
data and subject to peer review.

I would like to point out that the
controversy that we are discussing is
not about the existence of “Global
Warming”, but about its causes. Is
CO2 the only cause of Global
Warming, or is it even a major cause?
That is the question.
Reducing CO2 production through

conservation and many other ways is
a good and necessary objective. The
question that needs to be discussed
is, should we spend billions of dollars
on reducing CO2, when there are
many other needs of our society,
such as reducing the occurence of
cancer causing carcinogens in the
environment. Or reducing hunger
around the world, or even raising the
standard of living of our natives.

Tom John
Uxbridge

Have homeowners (especially sen-
iors) realized that the second install-
ment of their 2013 property tax is
due Thursday, April 25  - five days
earlier than in previous years? This
payment is due before CPP and OAS
benefits will be received, and proba-
bly four or five days before monthly
pension cheques arrive. Residents
who have arranged PAP of their taxes
may be shocked to find they have
NSF on April 25. Has the Township
a logical explanation fo this situa-
tion?

Bev Marshall
Uxbridge



Toxic Google
If you’ve been reading your Cosmopolitan rag mags and you are up-to-date on all

your talk show blather, then you’ll be familiar with the term “toxic friend.” As I understand it, a “toxic friend” is
someone whom you find yourself relying on time and time again for sound advice, support and a great time, but
instead, you find yourself let down, freaked out, crapped upon and irrationally insecure.

Most articles or over-Botoxed guest therapists on daytime TV will tell you to let go or steer clear of these so-called
“toxic friends.” If we have the courage, we follow that advice and are all the wiser and healthier for it. However,
some of us – uh, so I’m told – are gluttons for punishment and keep returning to the fountain of hurt again and
again like crazed maniacs.
I have a toxic friend. In the past, this friend has helped me research songs and plays, helped keep me in touch with

family and long-lost friends, and has given me a wealth of knowledge with very little asked from me in return. But
I’m now at a precipice of decision. Do I continue to let this friend disappoint, misinform and freak me out merely for
the gift of endless information and entertainment that said friend provides on a daily basis? Or do I cut and run?

Many of you know my friend. In fact, you know my friend intimately (some of you, a lot more intimately than
you’d like to admit.) This toxic friend of mine is Google. Though Google has soothed my troubled mind in desperate
times of research and soul-sucking boredom, Google has also been, at times, the mastermind of my self-defeat and
insomnia. But, the good thing is, I’m learning from my mistakes with Google. Let me impart some of my e-wisdom
of when Google is your friend or enemy.
1. Need to know the due date of the much-anticipated royal baby? Google is your friend.
2. Need to know if you’ll be okay after eating that two-day-overdue yogurt at the back of your fridge? Google will
help you write your will and last words, ‘cause you’re-a-gonna die for sure. Google is not your friend.
3. Need to know why Ivan was so “Terrible”? Google is your historical genius friend.
4. Need to know what people think of your favourite unconventional, slightly curvy celebrity? Google will present to
you, from around the globe, comments made about her by the worst, most unintelligent, demented trolls ever to live
in their grandma’s basement. Google is not your friend if you want to believe in humanity.
5. Need to know how to wear your fake eyelashes like Nicki Minaj? Google is your friend.
6. Need to know how much Nicki Minaj is paid to be a “music critic” on American Idol? Google will drive you to self-
flagellation for the world is an unjust place. Google is not your friend.
7. Need to know what your unborn baby looks like at six months, floating around in your womb? Aaaaaw, Google
is your sweet little fetus’ friend.
8. Need to know if this tiny ache in your growing baby bump is normal? Don’t. Even. Think. About. Googling… SERI-
OUSLY. Google is NOT a pregnant woman’s friend.
9. Need to know the benefits of coffee? Google is your friend.
10. Need to know the dangers of coffee? No you don’t. Google is not your friend. Coffee is.
11. Need to know who that guy is, with the face, and that voice, with the grrrrr, who’s in that movie… oh, it’s on
the tip of your tongue?! Google is your awesome friend.
12. Need to know what comes up when you Google your own name? How about the girl in Louisiana with the same
name who posts pictures of herself openly on Facebook from the last “Strippers n’ Shots” night out she had with her
skanky friends? Or how about that picture of you from your fun-in-the-sun vacation 15 years ago after you had
gained 25 pounds and thought, “who needs a well-documented bikini-clad holiday? THIS gal!” Google is not your
friend.

So, you can see my dilemma. Google seems to have revolutionized the world, giving us humans the empowering
feeling that we have infinite knowledge at our very fingertips. Information is power and satisfaction, but it can also
lead to self-destruction.

In my tumultuous relationship with Google, there are two things that I have to keep in mind. First, I must remem-
ber NOT to believe every bit of crap I read on the Internet, for just about anything on them thar interwebs can be
input by any depressed Spider Monkey with a keyboard. Secondly, in using Google, I have to moderate myself, like
a wine-drunk with access to email. And so must you. The next time you’re desperate for a Google, sleep on it; ask a
real, live breathing person for advice; call your mom; see your doctor; read a book (they’re those cardboard rectan-
gles filled with paper holding up the coffee table.) If after trying all of these things, you still can’t find your answer,
then – by all means – Google away. But please, please, for your own sanity, THINK before you Google. (Feel free
to Google “toxic friend.”)
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

A day is not enough
It happened the year we celebrated our 20th wedding anniversary. To mark the

occasion, my sister, my cousin and my parents had all arranged for my wife and I to travel to the U.K. for a week.
And on the morning of March 8, 1995, we walked out of our hotel on Princes Street in Edinburgh, Scotland, to buy
the daily newspaper, The Scotsman. We approached the newsies hawking copies of the paper. They were all women. 
“Help celebrate this important day,” the women newsies shouted, “It's International Women's Day.”

Well, of course we bought the newspaper. But not without talking to the saleswomen about what was going on. It
turned out that The Scotsman's new owners, David and Frederick Barclay (who had just purchased the newspaper for
£85 million) had consented to an employee initiative to hand over all the key roles at the newspaper - publisher, edi-
tors, columnists, etc. - to its female staff for a day, March 8, 1995, International Women's Day (IWD). It was the first
time in the paper's 179-year history that the women on staff had total control of the publication. That was 18 years
ago.

The other day as I chaired an editorial meeting among student reporters planning stories for the coming week, sev-
eral of the women said March 8 was coming and asked if they could cover IWD events. I said, sure, provided they
addressed the significance of the day and perhaps gave our readers a progress report on advancements for women
since the birth of IWD. I reminded them that it was originally International Working Women's Day, born in socialist
nations and celebrating women's social, political and economic achievements in the first years of the 20th century.
According to IWD websites, among the first North American pro-women demonstrations took place on March 8, 1908,

when 15,000 women marched in New York City, demanding shorter hours at work, better pay and the right to vote.
Two years later, women organizers staged an International Conference on Working Women in Copenhagen, Denmark.
In 1911, delegates from 17 nations endorsed a manifesto for women and in 1912 International Women's Day was
honoured all over the world, with March 8 eventually becoming the official date. Today 27 countries recognize IWD
with a national holiday. Not Canada.

In Canada, on some fronts we can be proud of enshrining women's rights. In the first place, for example, most First
Nations cultures treat women as equals up to and including the choice of chiefs. In 1897, according to the Canadian
Research Institute for the Advancement of Women, Clara Brett Martin (a Canadian) became the first woman in the
British Empire to practise law. In 1916, suffrage activist Emily Murphy became this country's first woman judge. Two
years later, women won the right to vote in federal elections, but not until 1921 did Canadians elect their first female
Member of Parliament, Agnes Macphail. It's a good thing they did because she successfully introduced old age pen-
sions. In the 1930s women in Canada advanced and equalized divorce laws for women and men, successfully intro-
duced family planning clinics, and improved minimum wages for all workers. And during the Second World War - with
women moving into the paid labour force so that men could enlist - Saskatchewan MP Gladys Strum campaigned for
women's salaries.
“No one has ever objected to women working,” she said. “The only thing they have ever objected to is paying women

for working.”
In 1967, I remember when women student protesters successfully integrated women into the U of T's Hart House,

where previously they had paid fees but were never allowed to enter. In 1970, an extraordinary Royal Commission
on the Status of Women in Canada offered myriad recommendations to assist women in every aspect of Canadian
society. In 1972 Rosemary Brown became the first woman of African-Canadian background to be elected to a legis-
lature. In 1974 the RCMP hired their first female officer. In 1983 the Canadian Human Rights Act prohibited sexual
harassment in the workplace. In 1988, Bertha Wilson, the first woman Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, assist-
ed in striking down Canada's restrictive abortion law.
On the other hand, the murder of 14 women students at l'Ecole polytechnique in Montreal in 1989 remains an indeli-

ble stain on Canada's record of attempting to prevent violence against women. On this issue and numerous others
there is plenty of room for advancement and change. 

By the way, on that International Women's Day acknowledged by that newspaper in Edinburgh back in 1995, the
publishers made one additional major concession. Not only did women get the say from editorial right down to street-
level sales that March 8. But for that one day, they officially changed the name of the paper from The Scotsman to
The Scotswoman.

For the record, however, it took another five years - 2000 - before The Scotsman appointed Rebecca Hardy, the
paper's first and (so far) only woman editor-in-chief. 

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

life in the big city
column by Whitney Ross-Barris



Polenta

Back in my first year at George
Brown College Culinary
School, we were asked to write a
paper on the history of an inter-
esting and innovative food.  I
had just discovered Polenta and
loved its versatility, flavour, sim-
plicity and most of all, its
Italian-ness. 

Although new to me, Polenta
has been around since the
Roman soldiers ate it daily.
Polenta is a cornmeal pudding
or porridge that is served warm
or cooled and sliced, fried,
baked or grilled. Creamy
Polenta is made with the addi-
tion of cheese and herbs. Both
styles can be eaten for dinner
with roast chicken, pan-fried
fish or just a tomato sauce. 

Polenta is a staple of northern
Italian food - Lombardy,
Veneto, Friuli - all north of
Tuscany, but it is still not well-
known here in Canada.

Let's make Polenta!
Bring 4 cups of water and 1

tsp. of salt to the boil in a large
pot. Reduce heat to medium
and add the cornmeal in a
steady stream into the water
while whisking constantly to
prevent lumps.  Stir constantly
until it reaches a creamy consis-
tency. (This may take from 20
min. - 30 min.) Remove from
the heat and if desired, add
some Olive Oil, or butter or 1/3
cup of grated Parmesan cheese.  

Keep warm until ready to
serve. 
Or, pour the Polenta onto a
parchment lined sheet pan to
set up into a firm Polenta. Cool
the Polenta and cut into shapes
to bake, grill or fry.

Serve with meat, fish, chicken,
sautéed mushroom, eggplant
and/or tomato sauce. Drizzle
with a little Balsamic glaze to
finish.
While we are waiting for the

warm weather, warm up with
Polenta - morning, noon and
dinner. Ciao. 
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DAD

Going on ahead was a trademark of yours.
AND,
Whether it was thinking about something
Or travelling down some road,
We were all used to you leading.
SO,
The past year has been about sorting things out,
About taking on roles you once had.
FREQUENTLY,
We've stopped by your grave or,
Spent a quiet moment to remember you, and,
The things you gave us.
SOMETIMES,
These thoughts have caused us to shed tears,
But more often to enjoy some memory with
pleasure.
THAT'S WHY,
We pause today, just one year later,
To once again thank God for you, 
and for the way
You invested yourself to make things better 
for all of us.
DAD,
We have a sense of anticipation,
About life now and life to come.
THANKS!
We'll all be along in a little while.

W. Laurence 
Evans 
July 10, 1929 - 
March 6, 2012

Brother, husband,
father, grandfather,
great-grandfather 
and friend.

Olive Evans, 
and her family

Cookin’
with Donna Van Veghel-Wood

The Bonner Boys are excited to announce that tickets are now on
sale for their 3rd Splash Pad Car Draw. This year they are offering a
chance to win a new Jeep Wrangler or $17,000 in cash to the win-
ner. Tickets can be purchased at Williamson's Chrysler, Uxbridge
Arena or by calling 9058521374. The event will be held on June 8th
at the Uxbridge Arena and still feature our early bird draw of a 50
inch flat screen TV, live band, and full buffet dinner. Where else can
you enjoy all this entertainment, have a chance to win these prizes
and support your community all for $100 per couple. So don't wait
to purchase your tickets now!!

The New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog is pleased to pres-
ent the second annual Gimme
Shelter Gala on Saturday, May 4, at
Mill Run Golf Club in Uxbridge.
The event, hosted by well-known
Canadian actor and comedian Neil
Crone, kicks off with a reception at
6 p.m. followed by dinner. A silent
and live auction will be held along
with numerous draws for prizes, all
leading up to the featured door
prize of a Caribbean dream trip for
two - a $3,500 travel voucher with
My Wedding Away.

Tickets are priced at $125 each or
$900 for a reserved table of eight. A
tax receipt will be issued for $50 per
ticket. They will be available as of
Saturday March 9 in person at Pet
Valu in Port Perry and Uxbridge
(cash or cheque), or online at
www.animal-shelter.ca. 
The goal of the event is twofold: to

increase community awareness and
support of the new shelter and to
raise $40,000 for the building fund.
This wouldn't be possible without
the dedicated and generous backing
of the event sponsors: Presenting
Sponsor, McDonald's Restaurants
of Uxbridge and Scugog; Venue
Sponsor, Mill Run Golf Club;
Entertainment Sponsor, Vos'
Independent Grocer; Wine
Sponsor, Williamson Uxbridge;
Program Sponsor, Canadian Tire;
Ticket Sponsor, Rutledge Jewellers;
Dessert Sponsor, Pet Hospital on
Main. Sponsorship opportunities
for the reception and bar are still
available as well as additional gold
and corporate sponsors. For more
information, send an email to
fundraising@animal-shelter.ca or
call 416-840-4470.

The New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog is a designated
charitable organization created by a
volunteer group of concerned citi-
zens to build a new facility to
replace the outdated and inade-
quate existing shelter. The goal is to
raise the estimated $1 million need-
ed to fund the new shelter, sched-
uled to open in 2015 at 5500
Lakeridge Road. Visit www.animal-
shelter.ca for more information on
the organization, volunteer oppor-
tunities and to make a donation
online. 

Gimme Shelter! Another car draw for the Splash Pad



Streets in the Hamlets

Has anyone heard of a place in the
former Township of Scott called
The Island? Go along Ashworth
Road west of the 3rd and stop in
front of Coopers’ farm.  There is a
large block of land there north of
Ashworth Road that is entirely sur-
rounded by bush or swamp.  In ear-
lier days, it was known as The
Island.  

Harry Ross, the Mount Albert
postmaster, once owned a farm on
the 3rd at The Island, and he called
his place Scott's Island because it
was located in Scott township. In
the spring of 1908, he advertised in
the paper that Sunday School
would be held at Scott's Island
every Sunday.

Further west along Ashworth
Road, there was a little bend or jog
in the road at or near the 2nd
Concession.  Apparently one time
this bend was being discussed by
Council.  A lady told me that a Mr.
Oliver was involved in some way,
and the location was for awhile
referred to as "Oliver's Twist."

We'll now follow the heritage trail
back to Sandford which we visited
earlier.  As far as is known, the first
building there was Salem Methodist
Church, which was erected in 1851

where the cemetery is located.
Before the post office was estab-
lished, the area was sometimes
called Salem.  
Sandford has several streets.  James

Smith once owned the farm in the
southeast part of the hamlet, so the
main street there is called Smith
Drive, and a branch from it is called
James Place.  The latter was origi-
nally James Street, but in 2002 it
was changed to James Place because
there was already a James Street in
Uxbridge Town. Duplication of
names has to be avoided so emer-
gency vehicles get to the right loca-
tion.

Moore Street connects Smith
Drive with the 4th Concession.
The Moore family lives nearby.
Actually, there were four unrelated
Moore families that settled in the
Sandford area.

Lundy Drive is in the southwest
part of Sandford. Samuel Lundy
owned the farm there from 1856 to
1878.  The Sandford House Hotel
was on his property.  Taylor Drive is
in the southwest part as well. The
Edward Taylor family built the
original Sandford Store and ran it
for many years. 

To the east of Sandford,
Flumerfelt's Pond is on the south
side of Durham Road 11.  In 1857,

Sylvester Flumerfelt bought the
property including a mill that had
been built by the Lehmans, and the
family lived there for several gener-
ations. The creek there crosses
Durham Road 11 closer to the 5th.
That area was once called Stillwater,
probably because the creek at that
point wasn't flowing very quickly.

Yes, there was a local place called
Athens. It was on the Uxbridge-
Scott Townline, now Davis Drive,
at the 6th Concession intersection.
Athens post office opened there in
1862, and closed in 1879, and was
probably named after Athens in
Greece.  The store was on the
southwest corner. The area was
sometimes known as Bigham's
Corners when the Robert Bigham
family lived there.

Ashworth was a dispersed rural
community along the 6th between
Sandford and Ashworth Roads.  A
post office called Scott after the
township was opened there in 1854
and closed three years later.
Ashworth post office was there
from 1862 to 1879. Ashworth is an
English name, but the origin of its
use here is not known.  

Leaskdale was named after the
Leask family that settled there in
the 1840s.  George Leask was the
first post master starting in 1857.
As Earle Lockerby rightly stated
recently in a letter to the Cosmos,
some people pronounce it as
"Leaksdale" because that version is
probably easier to say.  Some even
say "Liskdale." I have even seen the

"Leaksdale" spelling on a recent
map.

Harrison Drive is in the Leaskdale
subdivision on land which was
farmed by the Harrison family.
Earlier, Herb Harrison ran the local
store and post office starting in
1919, followed by his son Ross
from 1947 to 1949. The William
Oxtoby family arrived on this prop-
erty in 1856, and the Oxtobys lived
there many years. Hence the name
Oxtoby Lane.
The name Cooks Drive came from

the Cook family that was in
Leaskdale by the 1870s, and Albert
Cook was postmaster from 1906 to
1919.  Scott Court was named after
Scott Township. Then there is
Avonlea Road which recognizes L.
M. Montgomery`s residence in
Leaskdale from 1911 to 1926.

Isabel St. John told me that the
sideroad going east in Leaskdale
(Durham Road 13) was once called
Goose Alley.  So Leaskdale as well as
Goodwood had a Goose Alley.
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On Heritage Trails
with Allan McGillivray

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6
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lisaboycecosmos@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Media Incorporated

Lisa Boyce
Sales Manager

I have been in the printing business for 
27 years, since joining Uxbridge Printing 
in 1984.

Familiar with both sheet and web press 
requirements, I can provide a quote for
your print needs from start to finish. 

References available. I look forward to
working with current, past and future
clients.

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284



Week of weeks

by Connor Lamoureux

The week of October 12, 1493 must have
been an amazing time. I wasn’t there, but
I’m confident it was a great week as
Christopher Columbus sighted land in
the Americas. Likewise, the second week
of March in 1876 (the 10th to be exact)
must have been an incredible week as
Alexander Graham Bell successfully test-
ed the first telephone. The week of April
20, in 1980 when Terry Fox began his
Marathon of Hope is also up there on the
list of the best weeks of history. Last
week at USS was added to that list, as it
was, for me,  one of the greatest ever.

It was kicked off with Monday being the
much awaited day when extra-curricular
activities were officially allowed to com-
mence again. Who said Mondays can’t
be bright, cheerful days? Jump to
Tuesday and it’s the beginning of a week-
long spirit event called Minute-to-win-it.
It’s based on the popular television
show… minus the one million dollar
prize. It took place in the cafeteria at
lunch and consisted of one brave contest-
ant from every grade trying to complete
different challenges in a minute. The
timed challenges ranged from wearing a
headband with a pedometer on it and
bobbing like a maniac to achieve the
most steps possible, to emptying two
Kleenex boxes (160 tissues in each) by

removing each Kleenex one at a time.
Each day, points were tallied and a win-
ner was declared. The winners would
then advance to the finals for a chance to
win the Ultimate Minute-to-win-it title.

Just when it seemed like it can’t get any
better… BAM! Snow day. Almost a foot
of glorious snow caused bus cancellations
on Wednesday and the majority of USS
students took the day off to frolic in the
snow and reminisce on the glories of liv-
ing in Canada. Even the gloomiest of
weeks, can be transformed by a snow
day… it automatically becomes 10 times
better. Don’t get the wrong idea! I love
school and understand the pumping our
heads full with knowledge thing… it’s
just that a day off once in a while is nice.
Oh, wait… between holidays and snow
days we haven’t had a full five-day week
since the end of semester one. Well, you
get the point.

Thursday brought another eventful day
as Minute-to-win-it continued and
another victorious champion was named.
The finals were rescheduled to take place
on Monday because of the snow day.
Fast forward to the grandest day of all…

the great and marvelous Friday. Buckle
your seat belt and hold on tight. Friday
started with the student population
decked out in pink shirts. No, we didn’t
change our school colours, don’t worry.
Pink shirts were donned to show support
for anti-bullying and to raise awareness
about this issue that affects our school
and countless others. USS tigers came
through once again showing their awe-
some spirit and support by giving
Bullying a big wedgie and overwhelming
Discrimination with pink power.
The cafeteria was full of action yet again

as Minute-to-win-it declared the final
champion that would compete in the
finals. The three advancing contestants
had all weekend to train hard and get
their game faces on.
Also on Friday was the info assembly for

Leadership Camp 2013. Picture an
assembly with costumes, music, dancing,
drama and full of enthusiastic spirit.
Now add a couple hundred eager kids
who show an interest in attending camp
and you have a clear picture of what went
on during second period.

You’re probably sitting on the edge of
your chair, biting your nails and awaiting
the moment when I tell you about the
minute-to-win-it finals that took place on

Monday. You’re probably anxiously
wondering what the fate of our three
courageous contestants was. If none of
this applies to you, then too bad… I’m
going to tell you anyway. The finals were
great! Jason Simmonds (grade 11) took
the title as Ultimate Minute-to-win-it
Champion and even though Monday isn’t
technically a part of last week it was a
contributing factor to its awesomeness.
Amazing people have the ability to make

incredible, memorable weeks. Well,
USS also has the capability to pump out
great weeks full of spirit, laughter,
involvement and even snow days by the
only way it knows how… tiger style.

Fri, Mar. 8, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Brock Tract 10+km; Fast pace;
2+hrs. Loop hike or snowshoe, some hills. Meet at
parking area on the east side of Uxbridge 6th
Concession, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge Pickering
townline, or 5.5 km south of Durham Road 21. Russ
Burton at 905-830-2862.

Sat, Mar. 9, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike:  Al Shaw Side Trail 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike or snowshoe. Meet
at the entrance on the west side of Uxbridge 6th con-
cession, 1.5 km south of Durham Road 21. Join us for
breakfast after the hike Russ Burton at 905-830-
2862.

Mon, Mar. 11, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Uxbridge Countryside Preserve.
Slow to Moderate pace; 2hrs. Rolling meadow and
forest trails. Well mannered dogs are encouraged to
bring their owners. Meet at parking area behind Wal-
Mart/Rona shopping complex in Uxbridge near Hwy
47 and 6th Conc. Brian & Wilma Millage at 905-
853-2407.

Mon., Mar. 11  Random Acts of Kindness The
Uxbridge Youth Centre is about to take over Uxbridge
with kindness! Join Stephanie Mulhall of Kindness
Changes Everything along with volunteers and youth
as they spend the day performing and promoting ran-
dom acts of kindness. Show your support with
#PassTheLove or email stephanie@uxbridgeyouthcen-
tre.com for more information.

Mon., Mar. 11  Not So Bored Games   It's time
for some good ol' fashioned fun at the Uxbridge
Youth Centre this March Break. Youth are invited to
battle it out all afternoon at the UYC in a variety of dif-
ferent board games.

Tues., Mar. 12, 12-3pm  Ceramics Painting
Workshop Cost:  Starting at $15. Local artist
Cynthia Cupples is back again this year to offer her
colourful and interactive workshop.  Youth can paint
and take home their very own bowl, coffee or travel
mug.  Makes for a great gift!  Register by calling the
UYC at 905-862-3456.

Tues., Mar. 12 Uxbridge Networking Group
Lunch 8:15am to 9:30am, Scrambles at the
Foxbridge Golf Club. Guest Speaker: Rory Sheehan,
Positive Strategies.

Wed, Mar. 13, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Clubine/Norton & Al Shaw
15+km; Fast pace; 4hrs. Hike or snowshoe. T&B. No
dogs please. Meet at parking on the east side of the
6th Conc., 2 km south of Durham 21 at Albright Rd.
Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161.

Wed., Mar. 13 2nd Annual DreamFeather
March Break Volleyball Clinic Claremont C.C.
9-4. am Skills Session, noon OVA Player Demo
Game, pm. Mini-Tournament. drills, competitions and
prizes. Pre Registration a must, Contact Larry Griffiths
905.649.6309 or dream.feather@hotmail.com , lim-
ited enrollment... all ages and vb experience wel-
come. 

Wed., Mar. 13  The Brook Never Sleeps
Experiential eco-workshop, ages 10 and up. Ux.
Public Library, 9:30-3. Co-sponsored by Ux. Youth
Centre and Watershed Advisory Committee. Door
prizes and swag! Call to register 905-862-3456.

Thurs., Mar. 14, Lip Balm Making Workshop
1pm. This unique do-it-yourself workshop with Ginny
from Elemi Organics allows youth to create their very
own lip balm!  Spaces are limited, register by calling
the UYC at 905-862-3456.  

Fri., Mar. 15, Zoo to You 1-2pm Prepare to meet
a whole new breed of friends!  Zoo to You is a hands-
on workshop where youth can get up close with a
variety of interesting animals.  Register by calling the
UYC at 905-862-3456.  Spaces are limited, ages 11
to 21.

Sat, Mar. 16, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Hike or snowshoe. Meet at
the entrance on the west side of the 6th Conc., 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Joan Taylor at 905-477-2161.

Sat., March 16  St Patrick's Day Dance
8:00pm to 12:00am.  Come and join us at the
Zephyr Hall for a great night out! Cash bar by Udora
Lions Club and DJ. Tickets only $15.00 or $25.00
per couple. Tickets at the door. 50/50 draw.  

Sun, Mar. 17, 2:00PM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km; Slow
to Moderate pace; 2hrs. Loop hike. Families and well-
mannered dogs welcome. Bring snacks and water.
Dress for the weather. Meet at parking area on east
side of the 6th Conc., 2 km south of Durham 21, at
Albright Rd. Brian & Kathy Clark at 905-841-9757.

Tues., Mar. 19 at 12:00 Noon Uxbridge
Senior Citizens' Club Catered Chicken Lunch -
- Tickets $12.00 pp. PLEASE Purchase or pre-book
Tickets by March 13. 905-852-7401 or 905-852-
6494. Dishes Provided. No walk-ins, thank you.
Entertainment Harpist. New Members Welcome

$10.00 pp /per year.

Wed, Mar. 20, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Walker Woods/Glen Major.
12+km; Moderate to Fast pace; 4+hrs. Loop hike or
snowshoe. Lunch on the trail. Meet at the parking lot
on the west side of Uxbridge 7th Concession, 2 km
south of Durham Road 21. Russ Burton at 905-830-
2862.  

Fri, Mar. 22, 9:30AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: East Duffins Creek Headwaters,
Glen Major Forest 10km; Moderate pace; 2.5hrs.
Loop hike, hilly, icers or snowshoes may be needed.
Bring water snacks and a hot drink. Meet at parking
lot on W side of Uxbridge Conc.7, 6 km S of Durham
Rd 21 or about 2 km N of Durham Rd 5
(Myrtle/Claremont Rd). Kevin Lowe at 416-655-
2256.  

Fri., Mar. 22  Cadets Spaghetti Dinner All
you can eat pasta dinner in benefit of Uxbridge
cadets. For more info, see poster below.

Sat, Mar. 23, 7:00AM, Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km;
Moderate pace; 1+hrs. Loop hike or snowshoe. Meet
at the entrance on the west side of Uxbridge 6th con-
cession, 1.5 km south of Durham Road 21. Russ
Burton at 905-830-2862.

Sat., Mar. 23 Annual Lions Pancake
Breakfast With real maple 7:30 AM to 12:30 PM.
Uxbridge Community Arena $4.00 Kids $6:00
Adults. Proceeds to local community projects.

Registered program, "Focus on Toddlers" offered
at the Uxridge Early Learning Centre, no fee, registra-
tion is required, call DFRFR at 905-862-3131 for
more details.

Adult (18 and over) Pick up Basketball Men
and women welcome. We are playing at St Paul's
Leaskdale church building Thursday from 7pm till
9pm... or we're tired. Contact jimhoneyford@hot-
mail.com

DRUMMING: "Ladybeat" Women's
Community Drum Circle, welcomes beginner and
experienced drummers. Drums available if you don't
have your own. Monday evenings 8 till 9. Spring
Session: March 25 to April 29. For info and regis-
tration, contact Anne Webb,
lwccmissions@hotmail.com

Every Wednesday, 8:30 am to 11:30am, Free
Early Learning programs are now available at
Joseph Gould PS, call DFRFR 905-862-3131 for more
details or see calendars on the website, durhamfami-
lyresoruces.org.

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those requiring assistance.
All donations are always appreciated. Current needs
include: Instant Coffee, Tea, Ketchup, Peanut Butter,
Tuna/Hamburger Helper, Canned Fruit, Toothpaste,
Soap, Shampoo. Tax receipts are issued for Financial
Donations. Donations may be dropped in the Food
Bank Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good winter and spring
clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us to men-
tion, please contact us at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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On the road to
repair of Foster
Memorial
Uxbridge Council took the first step
Monday to some sorely-needed
repairs for the Foster Memorial.

Council contracted Aecon
Engineering to undertake a full
audit of the Memorial, and to pre-
pare tender documents for its repair.
The $21,000 contract is expected to
be a mere drop in the bucket com-
pared to the cost of fully restoring
the Foster, built in 1935-36.
“Aecon has a good history with the

Foster,” CAO Ingrid Svelnis told
the Cosmos, “so they were the logical
ones to do this work.”

Once the tender documents are
prepared, repairs can begin. The full
cost is expected to be as much as
$750,000. Ms. Svelnis said the work
will be done in stages, and it is
hoped a Trillium grant can fund the
first priority, the repair of the cop-
per roof. 
Appraisal sought for halls under
budget scrutiny: Before next year’s
budget deliberations, Council will
get detailed appraisals of two of its
halls which regularly face the ax
because of infrequent use.
The Lions’ Hall in Goodwood and

the Siloam Hall have often been
contemplated for closure in
recent years, and Ms. Svelnis
said before Council considers
them this fall, they need a han-
dle on what they’re really worth.

“I doesn’t mean we’ll sell them, but
it will mean we’ll be able to make a
more informed decision,” she said.
Bike races to go ahead for now:
Council gave approval to two spe-
cial racing events on rural proper-
ties, reserving the right to enforce
zoning changes in the future.

The expansion of a motocross
event on the property of Luke
Dillon on Zephyr Road was given
the go-ahead with several restric-
tions: no campfires, no alcohol, and
no more than 2000 spectators. The
event is sceduled for July 20 and 21.

A mountain bike race on the
Woodnewton property just south of
Uxbridge in late April was also
given the green light.
Banner ban upheld: Council decid-
ed to uphold the ban on promo-
tional banners on the fence at the
intersection of Toronto Stret South
and Welwood Road. The fence has
been heavily used to publicize and
arts and other public events, but
because the fence is on private prop-
erty, Council said they could no
longer authorize the signs.
Ms. Svelnis said there is nothing to

prevent event organizers from going
directly to the property owner for
permission to erect the banners in
future. 

The Beavers had a sleepover at the
Science Centre early this past month.
Arriving on the Friday evening they
began by seeing an IMAX movie
about the Hubble telescope and some
were very impressed that they didn't
lose any screws in space when it had
to be repaired. A science show fol-
lowed that explored going to Mars
and collecting space rocks with the
Mars rovers. They also talked about
the International Space Station and
our Canadian astronaut Chris
Hatfield. A craft segment had them
building spaceship slingshots and
spinny satellites. A pizza snack and a
tour of the exhibits and you would
think these little ones would be ready
for bed but no! - there was a dj. pj.
Dance party going on with glow
bracelets and a lot of Gangnam style
until midnight.

They slept in the Weston Family
Innovation Centre (hard cement
floors) and breakfast was at 6:45
(yawn!) They toured the exhibits
until nine when it was all over for
most of them. Although they could
have stayed all day, most were
exhausted and headed home with
their families.

Our Venturers recently spent a day
with the 1st Pickering Venturer
Company for the “Beast Feast”, a
kind of iron chef challenge we're all
hoping will become an annual event.
Meeting at Pickering Village United
Church (1st Pickering's home base)
they took the train into Toronto to
the St. Lawrence Market to stock up
on exotic ingredients like wild boar,
kangaroo and camel. They brought
all these delicacies back to the church
to create amazing dishes: Kangaroo
pizza anyone? The Venturer advisers
judged these creations but all they're
telling me are the dishes were really

good. However, a second competi-
tion involving Megadeath hot sauce
had the girls outdoing the boys by a
good margin. Then they all went
tobogganing.  Kangaroo meat, hot
sauce, tobogganing - oh my!

The Cubs are exploring creative
expression this year for their Tawny
Star. There are many requirements
for this star; we tackled the one
where they are required to create a
unique artistic piece. Brigitta
MacLeod, artist and part owner of
the Meta4 gallery in Port Perry gen-
erously donated her time to help us
sculpt in clay some amazing mon-
sters. Birgitta does amazing work-
shops for children at her gallery and
she made it so much fun for all of us.
Two weeks later, when we received
the finished pieces after they had
been fired, we were amazed at what
artists we were.

Lord Baden-Powell, our founder,
has his birthday on February 22, so
that week is Scout-Guide Week in
Canada. In Uxbridge, part of our tra-
dition has been to do a “Church
Parade” on the Sunday. We visit a dif-
ferent church in our community
every year and take part in their serv-
ice. They allow us to parade in with
our flags and to recite our promises. 

This year is our 90th anniversary,
and, serendipity, our Church Parade

was at St. Paul's Anglican Church,
the very church where, in 1922,
Reverend R.B. Taylor founded
Scouting in Uxbridge. We were
thrilled to be there and they were so
welcoming. The current Reverend
Dana Dickson helped us through the
unfamiliar (to us) customs surround-
ing their service with humour and
kindness. The theme of the service
was service to God and community,
an important part of Scouting.
Afterwards we were treated to a deli-
cious lunch and when our Scouts,
Venturers and Cubs got up and
helped clear plates, put away chairs
and tables, I was asked to thank them
by a member of the church. But this
is what we do. Thank you for your
hospitality.
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UXBRIDGE
905-862-(BOWL)2695
www.parishlanes.com
Fri & Sat 9pm – Midnight

Rock ‘n Bowl – 
Glow in the Dark

$3.00 per game per person, 
shoes not included

by Conrad Boyce
Notes from the Mar. 4
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL Bruins lose finals opener in overtime

JACK ‘N JILL
FOR

DAN AND

BECCA.
SATURDAY, 
MARCH 16TH
AT THE

UXBRIDGE ARENA HALL.
EVENT STARTS

AT 7:30 PM.
LOTS OF GAMES

AND PRIZES. 
TICKETS AVAILABLE

AT THE DOOR.

The Troop by Mark Humphrey

by Conrad Boyce

If the Uxbridge Bruins have learned something in the
last 10 days, it’s that the length of an overtime doesn’t
matter, it’s who finally puts the puck in the net.
Last Tuesday, Feb. 26, the team went through an excru-

ciating 25 minutes of overtime in the third game of their
semi-final against the Port Perry Mojacks. But they
finally scored to take a commanding 3-0 lead in the
series, and put away the Mojacks the following night to
move on to the final against the Lakefield Chiefs.

This past Monday, in contrast, had perhaps the short-
est overtime in Junior C history, only 12 seconds long.
Unfortunately, the bad guys put an end to it, and the
Chiefs took home ice advantage away from the Bruins
with a 5-4 victory in the first game.
In last Wednesday’s game, the Mojacks scored first only

two minutes in, but Bruin goalie Brandon Francey was
invincible after that. Meanwhile, the Bruins scored once
in the second and twice in the third for a 3-1 victory and
the series win. Keegan Cairns, Joey Vocino and Jarett
Smith each registered a goal and an assist in the game.

The Bruins’ last two goals came on the power play as
the Mojacks took a host of penalties in the latter stages
of the game.

“Our power play was the difference in the series,” said
Bruins GM Ron Archibald. “That and our depth
through the lineup. We were able to use our third and
fourth lines more, which gave us fresher legs.”

On Monday at home against the Chiefs, the Bruins
scored first, with Steve Doutsis getting the only goal in
the first period. The second period was more open, with
five goals, three of them from the Bruins (Vocino, Tim
Bierema and Justin Bean), and indeed the 4-2 lead held
up until 13 minutes into the third period. Then the
unrelenting pressure of the Chiefs paid off, first with a
power play goal, then another goal with only 48 seconds
left (with the Chiefs net empty for an extra attacker) to
send the game to its brief overtime.

“They really had the territorial advantage all night,”
said Archibald. “We have to engage them more, fight for
every puck.”
The second game in the series was Wednesday night in

Lakefield, and the next this Friday at 7:45 at the
Uxbridge Arena.

“We’re at the point in the season where the guys need
as much vocal support as possible from their fans,” said
Archibald. “We’re looking forward to a full house on
Friday.”



Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances, AC,
microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any type of
wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture, pianos, cars,
trucks, boats, trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawn-
mowers, motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR
SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out sheds,
barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844 or
905-473-1907.  3/14

Services

TOP QUALITY CARPENTRY & HANDYMAN
SERVICES: Home Repairs, Renovations, Custom
Design Projects, Basements, Baths, Decks, Fences and
other Yard Structures. Now quoting and booking Decks
and Yard Structures for Spring! (Free Estimates) Call
Steve at 905-852-1750. Northwood Home Services.
3/28
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and overnight
care, your house or ours, no crates or kennels, reason-
able rates, Uxbridge only.  905-852-4454. 3/28
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years teaching
experience. Call David at 905-862-2812.  3/7
CLEANING:  10 hrs. still available per week. Call
416-540-8637.  3/7
CLEANSWEEP CLEANING: Residential
/Commercial. Free Estimates. 10% off Seniors.
Bonded/Reliable. A clean environment says it all!
(905) 473-1907 /(905)960-0523. tw-
cleansweep@hotmail.com   3/7

Wanted

CAREGIVER live-out required for 3 children. Duties
include: picking kids up at bus-stop, light housekeep-
ing, helping with homework, engaging kids in thought-
ful activities (sports, reading, crafts, etc) and other
tasks as needed. M-F 44 hours/week $485
net/week. Swimming skills required and CPR. Please
send resume to suzana_brito@yahoo.com  3/7
LOOKING FOR SINGER, DANCERS AND
ACTORS for our up and coming play "West Side
Story"; for info and booking call Mike at 905 852
1836. 3/14
FT NANNY POSITION available for 3 yr old boy.
Own vehicle req'd. Please call us at 905-852-2223.
3/21

For Sale

SUPRO LAP STEEL GUITAR: 1960's Bantam
w/case, bars and slides incl.-$325. Electric
Lawnmower-$75. Antique Oak Dresser $150. Antique
Wash Stand $175. Antique wicker baby's high chair,
needs work, $50. Hat Stand $25. Rolling metal "tele-
phone operators" Chair with Red Leather Seat 1940's
, $175. Teak dining table with 2 slide out's $75.
Contact Barbara 905-852-2729.  3/7
FINE FURNITURE: Carved oak dining suite, buffet,
hutch, 5 chairs plus armchair, $500.  Bedroom suite -
cream-coloured oak dresser, chest & bedhead. $125.
Bucket chair, $50. White cupboard, 32” wide, 7’ high,
8 shelves, $150. White oak table, 4 chairs, 2 arm-
chairs, $125.  416-697-6012. 3/14

For Rent

STOUFFVILLE APARTMENTS in clean, quiet build-
ing near amenities, no pets, no smoking. $1075 /
$1235/mo. Phone 905-640-4727, leave detailed
message. 3/28

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT, lower level of
house in Sunderland. $800 inclusive, including hydro,
water, heat, laundry and parking for a vehicle. Call /
text 705-340-8339 Non Smoking. References
required.  3/14
OFFICE SPACE 19 Main St. North, 300 square feet,
Street Level, high ceilings, toilet & sink, storage in
basement, $ 550.00 a month includes Hydro, Heat &
Water. Call Diane 852 6213. 3/28

Events

GET SERIOUS ABOUT PHOTOGRAPHY: A 2 Day
workshop series on Sunday March 17 & 24. This course
will stretch your digital camera skills, as well as provide
a sound base for learning and understanding how to
take better more advanced photographs. 12:00 pm -
4:00 p.m. each day, Uxbridge Library Meeting Room.
Instructor Stuart Blower. $185.00 per person. For more
info or to register visit:
www.sbvisualmedia.ca/Workshop or call 905-852-
2729.  3/7
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“One thing I know. 
I used to be blind, but
now I can see.” 

- John 1:12

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

RUSTIC TO

CONTEMPORARY...
DESIGN YOUR OWN

FARM TABLES

ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED

A GILLDERCROFT?

9269 3rd
Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PHILLIPS

& SONS

PLUMBING

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

416-995-9544
phillipsryan463@gmail.com

Outsource 
Bookkeeping 

Services (OBS)
Bookkeeping

Payroll
Tax Remittance

Accounting
bus (905) 852-0344
cell (647) 227-6232

E-mail: 
info@outsourcebookkeepingservices.ca

Web site: 
www.outsourcebookkeepingservices.ca

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

 

ENERGY STAR

WINDOWS AND DOORS
Authorized Dealer

Call for a Free Estimate!

905-852-6610
mmconstruction@powergate.ca

BIG OR SMALL WE PAINT THEM ALL!
FOR A QUOTE, CALL MIKE

AT 905 852 1836.



Shimmery Glowing Night Skies

by Nancy Melcher

Have you ever seen the Northern Lights? March is
good month to look for these rippling curtains of
light in the northern night skies because this is
when the earth is closest to the sun in its elliptical
orbit. Also, 2013 is the peak of the eleven-year solar
activity cycle. Combine the location of our planet
with a high degree of activity on the surface of the
sun, and it should mean many splendid opportuni-
ties to experience the wonders of the Northern
Lights. But, what does the sun have to do with
something seen at night?

Earth is a giant magnet, with north and south
magnetic poles, located close to the geographic
poles. Northern Lights (aurora borealis) are pro-
duced when electrically charged particles from
space react with the Earth's atmosphere. The parti-
cles line up along the magnetic field that exists
around the planet. The strongest reactions occur at
high latitudes closest to the poles, in the Arctic and
the southernmost parts of the southern continents
and Antarctica. 

The particles originate from the sun, emitted in
every direction in a constant stream, as a result of
the intense heat of the sun's outermost layer, the
corona.  The stream of particles is called the solar
wind. They have an electric charge which draws
them to Earth's magnetic poles. Once the solar
wind comes in contact with the atmosphere, the
particles interact with atoms of oxygen and nitro-
gen in the atmosphere. The atoms then emit pho-
tons, the source of the aurora's light. 

The most common colour is green: it's
emitted by oxygen. Less frequently seen
are red auroras, or streaks of red among
the green, also caused by oxygen. It is
more common than nitrogen in the outer
layers of the atmosphere, so it's more like-
ly to be affected by the solar wind.
Nitrogen occurs in greater concentrations
lower in the atmosphere. When those
atoms are involved the auroras are yellow
and red/blue. 
Besides the regular emissions of the solar

wind, activity on the corona may lead to

additional material travelling
outwards from the sun.
Sunspots are huge areas of
disturbance on the corona
and may develop solar flares,
strings and arches of huge
masses of solar material flung

outwards. Known as coronal mass ejections
(CME), these events send more electrically charged
material outward in a narrow band. When Earth is
in that path, auroras may occur in areas farther
away from the poles, like Uxbridge. 

This month is a great time to glance upwards at
night to look for telltale green shimmers low in the
northern sky. There is increased solar activity, and
we're closer to the sun. While you're looking up, be
sure to find several well-known constellations and
stars. The seven stars of Big Dipper, looking like a
long-handled ladle, are visible year-round. Right
now the Big Dipper appears flat across the north-
ern sky. The two right-hand stars point upwards to
Polaris, the North Star. The backwards question
mark in the southern sky is Leo, the lion, outlining
his head and mane. Low in the west are the seven
bright stars of Orion, a favourite winter constella-
tion. The four outer stars are Orion's limbs and the
three inner stars form his belt. 

Two other bright stars are worth mention, near
the western horizon. The reddish star is Aldebaran,
part of the V-shaped constellation Taurus. The
other isn't actually a star: it's the planet Jupiter,
shining brightly close to Aldebaran. Look through
binoculars and it appears as a disc, not merely a
point of light. A second look may reveal some of
Jupiter's largest moons, strung in a line around this
giant neighbour. 

Look west soon after sunset, there may be anoth-
er spectacular show. Comet PanSTARRS was dis-
covered on June 6, 2011. It's been putting on a
good show for observers in the southern hemi-
sphere, and now should be visible to the naked eye

from Canada. Because it's the first time this comet
has been seen, it's not known how well it will per-
form. Observers hope it will look like an exclama-
tion mark when seen about 45 minutes after sun-
set, near the horizon. The best night could be
March 12, next Tuesday - the comet will appear
just to the left of the new crescent moon. 

Whether or not there are Northern Lights and
comets, the evening skies have a wealth of things to

see. Bundle up, because it's cold out there! Find a
safe place, away from street lights with few trees or
buildings to block the view, although in town the
brightest stars will still shine through. Take binoc-
ulars if you have some to get closeup views of the
shimmery, glowing marvels. Your Nature Nut will
be out there, soaking up the wonders of a crisp,
clear March night sky.
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for an Uxbridge Bruins playoff game. Last

week’s viewpoint (lower photo) was at Sweet World

Media on Toronto Street North - it was guessed by

Katie Fortune of Uxbridge. We’ll have the answer to

the upper photo next week.

Photos by Conrad Boyce.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

BOOK YOUR EASTER FEAST NOW!
TURKEYS, LAMBS, HAMS, ROASTS, ETC.

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge

7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

IT’S THE PLAYOFFS!
FRIDAY, MAR. 8
VS. LAKEFIELD

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com

290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

If your posture looks more
like the man on the left, you
will be more prone to:

-  headaches
- neck pain
- fatigue
- shoulder pain
- back pain
- knee and foot pain, etc.

Life is too short to live with
pain and dysfunction.
Restore your posture and
restore your health, with
customized chiropractic
treatment.
Call today and receive a no-

charge, no obligation con-
sultation so that we can dis-
cuss your health needs.

Dr. John Clark,
Chiropractor 

and Acupuncture Provider

THE POSTURE-PAIN CONNECTION

Call now!

The Nature Nut 
with Nancy Melcher
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Executive Suites as low as $500.00 per month.
Incentives in Place.

Ask us how you can get 6 months free rent.
Call 905-852-9797 for showing.

TORONTO
STREET
29

TORONTO
STREET
29

Management
29 Toronto St. S., Suite 102

Uxbridge, Ontario
L9P 1V9

e-mail your request to

info@29torontostreet.ca
visit our Website:

www.29torontostreet.ca

Come and join us at 29 Toronto Street South.
Your new Business Address!

Toronto Street Medical Centre
Daily Walk-In Clinic

Our Tenants

Executive Suites Available for Rent!


