
by Nancy Melcher

Durham Region Police were called
to a home on Galloway Crescent,
in northwest Uxbridge, at around
6:30 Friday morning after
responding to a 911 call from
another occupant of the house.
They found the lifeless body of
Richard Morrison, 26, “with obvi-
ous signs of trauma”. Police tape
was strung between three houses,
numbered 13 to 17, and a woman
wearing what appeared to be a
white hazard suit came out of 15

Galloway at 3 p.m. On nearby
Bolton Drive, a section of side-
walk was cordoned off by police
tape as well. It's not known if the
two scenes are related. Forensics
officers spent the weekend scour-
ing the area for evidence and
interviewing family members and
neighbours. 

The investigative team assigned
to the homicide case was sched-
uled to meet last Monday morn-
ing to sift through clues. 

“I hope to have an update after
that,” said Sergeant Bill Calder.   

At the time of press, no arrests

had been made,
and authorities
have not released
the cause of death,
only confirming
that Mr. Morrison
had been mur-
dered. They have
not released any
information on

suspects, but advise that there is
no immediate danger to people in
the vicinity of the home or the
community. 

“It's the perfect street,” said a
homeowner on Galloway, part of a
neighbourhood of detached brick
homes overlooking a picturesque
ravine. “Imagine my shock when I
got up and found seven cop cars
outside.” 
The crime tape was was removed

by early afternoon on Monday.
However, police were seen across
town at the corner of Marion
Drive and Bell St. Two forensic
units, two cruisers and a van were
on the scene at 1 p.m. Monday
afternoon. The area was again cor-
doned off by yellow crime tape.
Police won't say if this investiga-
tion is related to the murder of
Mr. Morrison. However, they are
interested in speaking with anyone
who can shed light on the victim's
final hours. Anyone with informa-

tion is urged to contact lead inves-
tigator, Homicide Det. Rob
Moore, at 1-888-579-1520, ext.
5326, or Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-IPS (8477).
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CHOWING DOWN FOR A GOOD CAUSE - Jay and Joyce Marcy, back, and Jen and Shawn MacIntosh feasted on pizza and wings at a fundraiser for Big Brothers and Big Sisters of North
Durham held in Port Perry on Saturday night. Along with the eats were a silent auction and dancing, and somewhere between $16,000 and $17,000 were raised for Big Brothers and Big Sisters programs
throughout North Durham, including Uxbridge. For information on how to volunteer for this very worthwhile organization, contact 905-985-3733. Photo by John Cavers.
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Uxbridge the scene of Durham’s second homicide of 2014

SPRING
BACK!

JUST A REMINDER
THAT

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME STARTS THIS

SUNDAY, MARCH 9, SO
TURN THOSE CLOCKS

BACK ONE HOUR

A photo of murder victim Richard
Morrison from his Facebook page.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for March

Monday, March 10th
March Break - No meet-
ing of Council 

Monday, March 17th
COMMITTEE   9:30 a.m.

Wednesday, March 19th
COMMITTEE OF
ADJUSTMENT
MEETING 7:00 p.m.

Monday, March 24th
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Follow the
Township Online

UXBRIDGE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY
905-852-9747

MUSICAL MOMENTS:  Lots of toe
tapping fun and knee slapping,
along with a variety of musical
instruments, finger plays, and
songs old and new!  Classes led by
popular musician, Kathy Reid-
Naiman. Child accompanied by
adult for ages:  6-18 mos., 10:15-
10:45 a.m.; ages 19-36 mos.,
11:00-11:30 a.m. Cost:
$50.00/child, Thurs., Apr. 3-May
22.  Pre-registration is necessary
and spaces are limited.

'READ WITH ME' for babies:  Four
week program for ages 2-12+mos.,
designed to help introduce wee
ones to the world of books, rhymes,
etc.  Joan, an early literacy special-
ist, will provide parent(s) with an
understanding of their child's learn-
ing potential and promote language
development. Lots of fun and a
great way to meet other families. 
Please note that we can NOT
include other siblings in this class. 
10:30-11:30 a.m., Apr. 9-30. No

charge.  Pre-registration is
necessary and spaces are limited.

PRE-REGISTRATION for BOTH of
the ABOVE OPENS on THURS.,
MARCH 6 at 10:00 a.m., with PAY-
MENT by CASH or CHEQUE. 

THE BROOK NEVER SLEEPS: A
'hands-on experiential eco-work-
shop and close-up study of the
Uxbridge Brook, in partnership with
the U.Y. C. and the Uxbridge
Watershed Advisory Committee.
Wed., March 12, 9:30-3:00 for kids
10 and up. FREE lunch. Bring out-
door clothing and boots. Sign up
now at the UXBRIDGE YOUTH
CENTRE or call 862-3456. 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
BOOK SALE: SAT., MARCH 22-
24, in the Meeting Room at the
Uxbridge Library.  A great collec-
tion, with books for all ages and
interests, at incredibly low prices!
Stock up for the sunny days that
will come soon-we hope!
Choose selections:  Saturday,
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.; Sunday, 1:00
p.m.-5:00 p.m. & Monday, 10:00
a.m.-5:00 p.m.

TOWNSHIP BIDS AND TENDERS

Bid and Tender Documents are posted on the Township of
Uxbridge's website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/bids_and_tenders under Current
Bid Opportunities and are available for downloading in Adobe
Acrobat Version 6.0 or higher at no charge by following the registra-
tion instructions on that page. Please ensure that when you down-
load the document, you add your company's name to the Document
Takers List in order to receive any addenda that may be issued.  For
questions regarding downloading of documents, contact the Clerk's
Department at 905-852-9181, Ext. 220.

The bidder is solely responsible for ensuring receipt of all adden-
da posted on the Township's website and that they have been taken
into account in the formation of their bid. In submitting a Bid, the
Bidder acknowledges, understands and accepts the conditions
noted in this article.  To receive addenda by email, bidders must reg-
ister on the Township's website at
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/bids_and_tenders on the Current
Bid Opportunities page.
Delivery of Tender Documents by Mail: Where document takers
request delivery of any competitive bid documents by mail, the
Township accepts no liability or responsibility, and is not under any
obligation, to ensure the document is received by the requestor
within a time frame sufficient to allow the requestor to submit a bid.
The request to use the mail, courier services or any third party for
delivery of any competitive bid documents to the document taker will
be entirely at the risk of the requestor and the Township will be
under no obliation to extend any competitive bid closing dates in the
event of a claim of a delay in receipt of the documents mailed by the
Township.

Lowest or any bid not necessarily accepted. 

INTERNATIONAL

WOMEN'S DAY
March 8,1 - 3 p.m.

Goodwood Community Centre

Speaker Aruna Papp, author
of Unworthy Creature, will
speak on violence against

women; a growing problem
in Canada's Immigrant

Communities.

Call 905-640-3966 or 
bnortheast@powergate.ca 

to register.
Bring a gift for our baskets for

women - Kitchen Item or
Personal Item.

TENDER U14-10

Zephyr Public Library Roof Replacement

This tender is for the replacement of the flat roof at 
Zephyr Public Library.

Sealed Tenders will be received until 2:00 p.m. local time
March 27, 2014, by Debbie Leroux, Clerk,Township office.

A mandatory site visit at 13000 Durham Road 39,
Zephyr, ON is scheduled for Wednesday, March 19,

2014 at 11:00 a.m.  Only tenders received from bidders
who attend the site visit shall be considered.

TO THE RESIDENTS OF
THE HAMLET OF

ZEPHYR
AND THE SURROUND-

ING AREA WHO
RECEIVE 

FIRE PROTECTION
FROM EAST 

GWILLIMBURY FIRE & 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

Effective February 24, 2014,
East Gwillimbury Fire and
Emergency Services has

resumed the Fire Protection
Coverage for the area noted

above.
Any questions please con-

tact the Township of
Uxbridge Fire Department at

905-852-3393

READING BUDDIES

Children in GRADES 1 to 3.
including FRENCH immersion,
will have lots of FUN reading and
participating in literacy-based
activities with a VOLUNTEER
from the community! Tuesdays
6:30-7:30 p.m .OR Wednesdays
3:45-4:45 p.m. OR Fridays 3:45-
4:45 p.m. March 25/26/28 to May
13/14/23 (skip April 18). $10 per
child. Please note that renova-
tions may require minor modifica-
tions to the program (mid-Feb to
March). Details and application
forms are available at
www.uxlib.com or contact
robyn.miller@uxlib.com.

Sponsored by:
UXBRIDGE FAMILY DENTISTRY

and
DR. VI TU BANH & ASSOCIATES

NOTICE
CORPORATION OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Please be advised that during
the regular meeting of Council
of February 24th, 2014, the
Council of the Township of
Uxbridge passed Special Event
By-law No. 2014-020, being a
by-law to regulate and govern
the holding of special events in
the Township of Uxbridge and
to establish a permit system for
special events.
Any questions regarding this
by-law may be directed to the
Clerk,
Debbie Leroux at the address
and phone listed below, or at
dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca 



RESIDENTS INVITED TO
OFFER INPUT INTO 
DURHAM REGION 
GREENBELT PLAN

REVIEW

Members of the public are invited to provide feedback about their
experiences with the provincial Greenbelt Plan and accompanying
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (ORMCP) during a series of
upcoming community consultation sessions or via an online survey.
This community consultation process will include an overview pres-
entation, group discussions, and an opportunity for stakeholders to
report back about their experiences with this legislation.

In 2015, the province will begin a mandatory 10-year review of its
Greenbelt Plan, ORMCP and Niagara Escarpment Plan. In prepara-
tion, Durham Region has engaged a consultant to assist in conduct-
ing a consultation exercise intended to help influence the Province’s
upcoming legislated review. The comments received via these out-
lets will be used to develop a Regional submission that highlights the
major themes, challenges and opportunities that emerged from the
consultation process, with recommendations to address these find-
ings. The final report will be forwarded to the Province to provide a
Durham perspective about the 2015 Greenbelt Plan Review. 

Courtice Community Complex Sandford Community Centre
2950 Courtice Rd. N., Courtice 433 Sandford Sideroad, Sandford
Thursday, March 6, 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday, March 20, 6 to 9 p.m.

Sunderland Town Hall
120 River St., Sunderland
Thursday, March 27, 6 to 9 p.m.

Residents who are unable to attend a consultation session are invited to
participate in an online survey, which can be found at 
durhamam.ca/greenbeltreview.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Township of Uxbridge 
Summer Student 

Job Opportunities

Are you looking for a Summer Job with
the Township of Uxbridge?  Please visit

the Township of Uxbridge Website
Employment Opportunities Page at 

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca/
employment_opportunities

to view detailed Summer Student Job
information for the opportunities that 

are available.

Drowning
Statistics

• The past 10 years of unintentional drowning
data shows that children most commonly
(34%) drown at private residences and recre-
ational properties. The second most frequent
location was parks and conservation areas,
where 13% of children drowned. 

• Half of Canadian parents (48%) believe they
can effectively supervise children in the water
by listening for signs of problems. However,
drowning kills silently. There are usually no
audible signs of distress. 

The best way to prevent drowning is to learn
to swim.  UxPool provides water safety with all
of our Learn to Swim Programs.  Registration
for the Spring session began February 19th.
Contact the UxPool to register at 905-852-
7831.  
Statistics provided by the Canadian Red Cross
Facts and Figures.

UXBRIDGE RECREATION ALERT
MARCH BREAK CAMP! (Day by day or Full week)
•  Jr Variety ~ 5-9 years
•  Sr Variety ~ 10-13 years
•  Jr Sports ~ 5-8 years
•  Sr Sports ~ 9-13 years
•  Dance Party & Dynamics ~ 9-13 years

AFTER SCHOOL REC PROGRAMS! ($25 for the session) 
•  Pre-School Gym ~ 3-5 years
•  Crazy Crafts ~ 5-7 years
•  Dynamic Dance ~ 6-8 years
•  Jr Basketball ~ 6-9 years
•  Jr Sports ~ 3-6 years
•  Floor Hockey ~ 8-13 years
•  Teen Basketball ~ Gr 7 and 8
•  Mish Mash Dance ~ 9-12 years
•  Self Defense ~ Gr 8-11
•  Circuit Training ~ 13-18 years
•  Walk n' Talk ~ 13-17 years
•  Leadership Fitness ~ Gr 8-11

UXBRIDGE SUMMER CAMPS!
Early Bird Registration 5% discount and FREE Camp T Shirt! March 8th-
May 31st 

TAKE  TIME JUMPSTART UXBRIDGE- FREE Family Fun! Family Bowling
March 28th, 5-7 p.m. Register up to 6 people. See below for contact. 

MARCH BREAK CAMPS, AFTER SCHOOL REC PROGRAMS, SUM-
MER CAMPS: 905-852-7831, camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca 

VOLUNTEERS OF UXBRIDGE: Rebecca Harman,
VolunteersOfUXbridge@gmail.com. Facebook Page: 'Volunteers Of
Uxbridge' 

Take TIME Jumpstart Uxbridge: 905-852-7831,
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca 

Contact us for more details, or check out the NEW 
Spring/Summer Uxbridge Community Guide!

New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog

Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the New
Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-Scugog is being
held on Tuesday, March 18, 2014, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Scugog Community Recreation Centre locat-
ed at 1655 Reach Street, Port Perry.  Everyone
is welcome! 

The AGM is an opportunity to review the past
year's accomplishments and to outline the direc-
tions for the coming year. In addition, the AGM
provides the vehicle for election/confirmation of
the Board of Directors. Light refreshments and a
full agenda will be provided at the event.

About the New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-
Scugog: The New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-
Scugog is a designated charitable organization
(registration number 85317 3300 RR0001) creat-
ed by a volunteer group of concerned citizens to
build a new facility to replace the outdated and
inadequate existing shelter. The goal is to raise
the estimated $1 million needed to fund the new
shelter, scheduled to open in 2016 at 5500
Lakeridge Road. Visit www.animal-shelter.ca for
more information on the organization, volunteer
opportunities and to make a donation online. 

Roberts gets a hat trick! Hard to
believe, agreed? How'd he do it?
Eyes closed . . . pucks deflected off
his stick? Who cares? The only sad
thing was that there were no hats
thrown on the ice. Why? At 7 a.m.
on a Sunday (or any other day for
that matter) sensible hockey fans
are still in bed, or anywhere else.
Add to that, the fact that the tem-
perature in the arena was about -
100 degrees Celcius, or somewhere
thereabouts, no one in his/her
right mind would dare to throw
away any head protection . . . if
they were there. 

Now that we have your attention,
SOFA is ramping up to playoffs.
Gotcha! There are no playoffs, just
a gentle wind-down to the final
games on April 13th. We are going
to start with the 7 a.m. game
played on pad #1 by the Oldies-
but-Goodies, the over 60 bunch.
Following that there will be simul-
taneous games on pads #1 and #2
at 8 a.m. When these games are
finished, we will then proceed to
our season-ending brunch, at
which time we will present the
MVP, scoring (especially the hat
trick), most gentlemanly, most

improved, and 'participant'
awards.  

We are also at the time of year
when many of our players are
deciding to trade in their hockey
sticks for golf clubs for a week or
two . . . in the sunny south . . .
away from Polar Vortices. Spares
will be busy over the next five
weeks. If you would like to be a
spare, give Tom Einsmann a call at
852-4621. This will be a good
opportunity to get a feel for the
SOFA league.

SOFA Smiles with Gerry Roberts

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
The first Spring day is only two
weeks away, and that is encourag-
ing news.  Remember to move your
clocks forward one hour this
Sunday, March 9 at 2 a.m.. It's day-
light saving time again.

Our sympathy is extended to
Frank Jacobs and his siblings on
the recent death of his mother,
Jacomine Jacobs.  A funeral mass
was celebrated at Immaculate

Conception Church in Port Perry
on March 1.
A number of young people, music

students of Elaine Brandon, partic-
ipated in the Sunderland Music
Festival during February. Many did
exceptionally well with high marks.
Congratulations to all.

Leaskdale W.A. will meet at the
church on Wednesday, March 19,
at 1:30 p.m. There will be a

St.Patrick's Day Theme.
We are sorry to hear of the recent

death of Gary Stone. He was a
long-time Udora resident on his
property Pot Roast Acres.
Earlier this month Gail Blackburn

hosted a baby shower for her new
granddaughter, Abigail Grace
Clarke, at Gail's new home for
family and a few friends.
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Rumours and Rob - a busy week

Letters to the Editor

The cozy, insulated feeling of peace and hibernation that has settled over our small little town
during the course of this brutally cold winter was shattered apart last Friday morning when a
young man was apparently murdered right outside our icy doorsteps. The last thing anyone
was expecting was news that someone had been killed, right here in Uxbridge. But news it
was, nonetheless, and the official wires were slow to provide details. So, as good small towns
do, the rumour mills started turning, and the tales that are crossing this newsdesk range from
the highly plausible to the rather shocking but still acceptable to the downright absurd. It’s
very interesting to hear all the tales that have sprung from a very real, very tragic and very
mysterious situation.
Now, it’s easy to have conversations with one another and speculate on what may or may not
be the truth. Was Richard Morrison killed outright, or was he left for dead but wasn’t really
dead until sometime later? Was he shot or was he beaten? Was he found in the house or out-
side in the snow, or at a neighbour’s house? Was it his brother that killed him? Does his moth-
er own the house, and did her sons live there with her, or elsewhere? Is the house that is now
under investigation on Bell St. at Marion the house of aforementioned brother, and is it real-
ly a grow-op? Is the brother still hiding out in the basement of a place somewhere on Russell
Barton Lane? Is Jimmy Hoffa really buried underneath the Uxbridge Public Library?

None of these questions can be answered satisfactorily (except for maybe the last - we all
know he became scrap metal for a new Honda), so maybe, just maybe, let’s not ask them. Oh,
you can ask them in your own mind, but perhaps we shouldn’t sit around the small tables at
B & L and speculate on what happened. That’s how more rumours get started. The whole sor-
did affair is wild enough for poor little Uxbridge to take - let’s not make it gorier and grander
than it is.

--------------------
Speaking of sordid affairs, anyone see Jimmy Kimmel Live on Monday night? If it wasn’t
apparent before, it’s becoming blatantly obvious that some of the larger media outlets
throughout Ontario, if not Canada, are really showing what team they’re rooting for, and it
isn’t Team Ford. On “The Morning After,” a popular morning show host for CHUM FM could
barely contain the disdain she felt for callers-in saying that they thought Ford held his own and
good for him for putting his face out there. On the CBC, another morning show host was doing
her utmost to get a negative comment out of the person she was interviewing, but he wasn’t
having any of it. The Toronto Star’s position has always been pretty front-page, as it were, but
they have been remarkably tame post-Kimmel, presenting, for the most part, just the facts.
We took the time to watch the interview, and, for what it’s worth, it wasn’t that painful. Rob
Ford seemed to wear suitable armour in his red tie and kerchief, and defended his reason for
being there reasonably well. What wasn’t cool was the fact that he dropped news of his visit
to Los Angeles like a bomb on Toronto, leaving it unprepared and defenseless against the cer-
tain onslaught of attention that Ford’s interview was sure to garner. Fortunately, the fallout
has been fairly minor. And yet again, for all his childish antics and bad judgement, Rob Ford
has done exactly what he intended to do - gotten out there and promoted Toronto. Hey, if we
want to be called Hollywood North, the least we could do is step up the drama so that we’re
on the same page. 

Keep it up, Mr. Ford. You’ll have Toronto’s name in a marquee yet. Or is it your own name
in lights that you’re going for?

Great editorial on the use of
iPhones while behind the wheel
(Our two cents, February 27). 

I was appalled to see two intervie-
wees on yesterday’s news who said
they would just pay the fine and
continue to use their devices behind
the wheel. I also learned that more
deaths occur as a result of distracted
driving than drunk driving. Perhaps
the answer is to add demerit points
so that these people who believe
they are above the law would end up
losing their licences for continuing

to flout the law.
Nigel Prout

Uxbridge

North House would like to thank
all those wonderful people who
came out to support us last Saturday
for our first annual Coldest Night of
the Year Walkathon. Your support
has meant that we will be able to
continue to provide services to the
homeless, those in danger of home-
lessness and low income families in
our communities who struggle to

stay warm, keep food on their tables
and support their children. 
While it was by no means the cold-

est night we have all seen this win-
ter, it did warm the hearts of all of
us and gave us all a brief chance to
experience what it is like to be cold,
hungry and hopeless.

Thank you, Uxbridge.
Anne Kewley

Chair
North House Transitional Housing

Mantle won't seek nomi-
nation to replace him
by Conrad Boyce

The provincial constituency of
Durham, which consists of
Uxbridge as well as Scugog and
Clarington, will have a new repre-
sentative at Queen's Park after the
next election, which is widely
expected to take place this coming
spring.
John O'Toole, who has represented

Durham for more than 18 years
(Uxbridge has not been part of the
riding for all those years),

announced last week that he would
not be throwing his hat into the ring
again, when the minority Liberal
government, as expected, goes down
to defeat on its next budget later this
month.

In his regular constituent newlet-
ter, O'Toole said, “It is my privilege
to have served in elected public
office for approximately 30 years. I
was first elected as a school trustee
in 1982 and subsequently was elect-
ed to local and then regional council
for Clarington. As a provincial MPP,
I was first elected in 1995 and re-
elected in 1999, 2003, 2007 and
2011. The day-to-day work of meet-
ing with individuals and organiza-
tions to help solve problems and
improve our communities is the
most gratifying part of my duties in
elected public office.”

O'Toole, who never held a cabinet
position in previous PC govern-
ments, nevertheless was very active
in public campaigns, most recently
against distracted driving.

O'Toole, 73, whose son Erin was
elected Durham's federal MP in a
by-election in 2012, told The
Cosmos he looks forward to spend-
ing more time with his five children
and ten grandchildren, who are
spread all across the globe. 

There is at least one declared can-
didate thus far to fill O'Toole's
shoes. Mike Patrick, owner of the
Bowmanville Foundry and found-
ing president of the Clarington
Board of Trade, announced last
week his intention to seek the
Progressive Conservative nomina-
tion for Durham. The nomination
meeting date has yet to be set.
Candidates have also yet to be
named for the other parties.

One potential Uxbridge candidate
for O'Toole's seat has already ruled
out the possibility. Jacob Mantle,
Ward 4 Councillor on Uxbridge
Council, and a former employee of
Mr. O'Toole at his Queen's Park
office, has announced his intention
to run again for his Council seat in
this October's municipal election.

“I have been approached about
contesting the PC nomination,”
Mantle told The Cosmos,  “which is
very flattering, but I've very much
enjoyed my experience on Council,
and I'm eager to use that experience
for another term. I'm also getting
married this spring, so the time I'd
need to campaign will be focussed
elsewhere.” 

Long-time MPP O'Toole won't be back



A great imposing shadow falls across Queen Street. Small dogs cower their tiny Aran knit
sweaters and scurry into alcoves and odorous bus shelters. Bearded bikers and boozy bottle-drivers turn their heads and
stand their ground mid-sidewalk. And here I come, my side-by-side double stroller full of children trundling down the steps
of my house and out into public space.

Yes, I am aware that you hate me. Join the rest of the world. Some folks scowl and comment under their breath, “why
would anyone buy a side-by-side double stroller in the city?” Well, in my experience of living in Toronto, many people are
just natural scowlers anyway, and we Torontonians from West end to East love to be disgruntled about a great number of
inconvenient things - our “mayor,” potholes, the TTC, cold weather, hot weather, the Gardiner. Why would I use a side-by-
side double stroller - as opposed to a tandem double stroller - in an urban centre? Well, let me tell you.

I love my double stroller. Not unnaturally, but, if there were a fire engulfing my house, and I was able to get the children
and the husband and the family heirlooms out, I'd probably then go for the double. It has a nice big and accessible bas-
ket, it turns on a dime, it's not a monster - fitting through most doors and aisles - and it keeps my boys safe and sound in
their five-point harnesses as we pound the hot and cold pavement of our city every day. 

Though I drive, I don't have a car. My husband and I pitched our clunker after spending far too much fixing it for the
umpteenth time and opted to use public transit and - brace yourselves - our own feet. That's not to say that I don't giddi-
ly accept a gloriously liberating vehicle loan from my parents now and again. I shouldn't tell you how excited I get with
the prospect of being able to buy 24 rolls of toilet paper at once while grocery shopping. In any case, my double stroller
needs to pretty much be my car. It needs to be able to carry one fat baby and one tall toddler, two boxes of diapers, six
bags of milk, two boxes of Cheerios, 30 pounds of Goldfish crackers and my empty wallet. It's a minivan but in stroller
form. It also needs to be steerable, as I walk a lot with my boys and I really don't want to be simultaneously negotiating
with a cranky three-year-old and a bus of a stroller as I dodge the dog turds in the park.

As part of my research, pre-purchase, I - as a good thirty-something should - put the word out on social media, “I'd like
to buy a good double stroller. Facebook, what are your thoughts?” The answers were mixed. Many simply advised me not
to “waste my money,” including some of my older friends, parents of grown children. They justifiably e-rolled their eyes
and in-my-dayed me. One thing was clear, most people hated the side-by-side double strollers for the amount of space they
took up. One friend claimed his feet were once run over by a side-by-side double in a store. I felt bad for him for a minute.
I swear. But, like the good Facebook friend that I am, I ignored everyone's good advice and bought what I wanted. 
In the end, I compared a lot of measurements and weights and wheel sizes and kid-weight limits and canopies and I bought

one that suits us well. Mind you, I had to sell my expensive single stroller that I loved even more to buy the double. Oh,
the sacrifice…What I didn't anticipate was this jerk of a winter with all its damn salt that is now destroying my investment,
but them's the Canadian breaks, I guess.
In roaming the neighbourhood with my unpopular stroller, I have come up with some laws of responsible side-by-side dou-

ble stroller owning.
1.  Share the sidewalk. Be aware of your fellow pedestrians and scooterers. It takes but a moment to give way

to another person and 75% of the time, they will be delighted that you did so and smile at your beautiful babies. The other
25% of the time, that grumpy, confused, wig-wearing, sarong-in-the-middle-of-February-sporting man-woman will call you
a strongly-worded name for which you will have to wash your childrens' ears out with coal tar soap.

2.  Don't spend all your dough on it. There are many people on Kijiji or Craigslist selling perfectly good used
strollers that you can happily run into the ground… And then resell on Kijiji or Craigslist.

3.  Check and compare widths to make sure it fits through your own front door. There's nothing more enjoy-
able than unloading two half-asleep, disoriented kids on your front porch in a minus 20 Polar Vortex. Also, if it fits through
your front door that likely means that it fits through shop doors, but don't count on it. Practice detachment if - no matter
how hard you ram - you can't fit through the door of the fancy purse store. You can't afford a fancy purse anyway, you
have two kids, and you just bought a massive stroller (unless you followed my advice in #2.) The good news is, usually, you
can go virtually anywhere that is wheel chair accessible.

4.  Unless it is an emergency, don't use your double stroller on public transit. If it's rush hour, the most you can
get away with is bringing it on folded up, but what kind of superwoman can drag a half-ton double stroller in one hand,
wrestle a an excited three-year-old into a window seat at the very back of the streetcar with the other hand, while carry-
ing a 21-pound baby and 40-pound diaper bag? There is already a large group of stroller-hating TTC users, don't give them
more fodder to feed their blackened, empathy-less hearts.

So, if you see me out strolling with my boys, please don't run or leap out of the way. Unless I'm lost in thought, imagin-
ing all the other wonderful things I could've spent all that double stroller dough on, I will likely smile and give you the right
of way on Queen Street. 
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

G.B. Shaw had it wrong

Stepping up to a music stand, last Saturday night, I realized it was the worst possi-
ble phrase to use. And it was the best possible phrase to use. I wanted to draw the audience in. I wanted to pro-
voke it a bit too. I wondered how best to capture the essence of the evening. Then it hit me. I glanced down at my
script on the music stand, and I finally blurted it out in one of my introductions.
“You know that old George Bernard Shaw quote?” I asked. “It says, 'Those who can, do. Those who can't, teach.'”
The audible groan was entirely predictable. The St. Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church on Toronto Street was

full of music-loving parents, music-practising youngsters and music-teaching instructors. It was the annual winter
concert to raise funds for the Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust, on this occasion featuring some of our communi-
ty's top-notch music teachers - including Rebecca and Tim Bastmeyer, Michelle Charlton, Carlie Laidlaw, Susan
Luke, Jennifer Neveu-Cooke, Cynthia Nidd, Chris Saunders and Amy Peck. But this time they were performing, not
professing. And the partisan audience didn't like Shaw's cryptic quotation one bit. Nor did I.

“Frankly, I think that's hogwash,” I added. And then I went on to introduce Carlie Laidlaw, the lead singer with
a group called Parental Discretion Band and another called Saunders Road. I continued by explaining that she's
the vocalist responsible for singing the national anthem at events around town and for recording a CD called
Hummingbird, whose proceeds fund three hospitals around the GTA. I pointed out that Laidlaw provided warm-up
for a concert headlining Murray McLauchlan. Finally, I reminded everyone, she also teaches music.

“Stick that in your pipe, G.B. Shaw, and smoke it,” I thought. 
Then, I began to think about all the teachers in my life who've offered me those three vital dimensions of the

teaching/learning equation. First, they knew what it was they needed to teach. Then, they understood how to
explain it to others. Finally, they knew how to show others exactly the way it was done with the simplicity of
kindergarten teacher, but with the expertise of a professor emeritus. Contrary to Mr. Shaw's perception, teachers
I've known could both teach and do.

Probably the earliest teacher in my life on those counts was the man who taught me both Grade 5 and Grade 7
at elementary school. Mike Malott couldn't have been more than 10 years my senior, but he knew the pathways
to hearts and minds of my classroom of 11-year-olds and then 13-year-olds better than anyone I've ever encoun-
tered. He inspired our fascination for history by showing us its characters. And on the sports playground, Malott
imparted the skills of baseball and soccer by making us believe in each other as teammates and because we knew
he could play any one of the positions around the field better than anyone in town. We knew he could show us as
well as tell us anything the game had to offer.
At Ryerson, I experienced the brilliance of broadcast writer Christina MacBeth. She taught the craft of writing for

advertisers, by showing us how they determined consumers' needs. She delivered the basics of writing to time, by
helping us see the language not just as bits of copy, but as split-seconds of a ticking clock. And she made us respect
the vitality of English by forcing us not to write passively, but to construct images actively. I remember the day she
came into a class, told us all our assignments were lame and boring, and then took away the best crutch we'd ever
known - the passive verb “to be.”
“For the rest of the semester you cannot use any form of the verb 'to be' in any script assignment you hand in,”

she said. 
And we thought she was crazy. She was. Crazy like a fox. By the end of the semester, because MacBeth had forced

us to employ words of action and impact, we were writing the best copy of our lives, all because she knew from
doing it, how to teach it.

And I guess I need to thank my father - the greatest teacher of my life. I'll never forget that day in elementary
school, when, after typing my umpteenth essay to help me get a passing grade, he put his foot down.

“That's the last one,” he said. “From now on you do the typing.”
By understanding I needed to learn by doing it myself, he forced me to sit at the practise pads. He showed me

the concept of touch-typing. And he illustrated that axiom our entire family of writers has come to live by. “Nothing
ever gets done,” he always said, “until the seat of the pants hits the seat of the chair.” Classic words from a man
who knew how to teach, but even better, how to do. 

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

life in the big city
column by Whitney Ross-Barris 

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

SAVE $1000 - $3000 ON LABOUR

FREE $2500 Canadian Tire Gift Card! For anyone who spends over $300 (before taxes)

AUTO SERVICE AT CANADIAN TIRE UXBRIDGE!
Services include:
• Tire and wheel servicing • Brakes
• Steering and suspension service • Tune-up
• Driveline and exhaust • Cooling system
• A/C maintenance • Full vehicle inspections

We service all makes and models!

Spend $10000 or more on auto service labour           SAVE $1000

Spend $20000 or more on auto service labour           SAVE $2000

Spend $30000 or more on auto service labour           SAVE $3000

When Haters Hate: Double Stroller Edition



by Roger Varley

With their backs against the wall,
being down three-games-to-one
against the Clarington Eagles, the
Uxbridge Bruins did what they had
to do: dig down deep. And dig they
did: in the corners, along the boards
and in front of the net and, in so
doing, roared back with three consec-
utive victories to win the OHA
Junior C Central Division semi-final
series 4-3. It was the first time the
Bruins had won three in a row since
mid-January.

In the fifth game of the series last
Wednesday, it seemed as though the
Bruins were doomed to defeat. The
first period was a lacklustre affair,
with no goals scored and only one
penalty handed out to the Eagles. In
the second period, however, the
Bruins hit the ice more focused. After
five minutes they came close to scor-
ing twice within a 20-second span
and again a few minutes later on the
power play when they executed one
of the best passing plays of their sea-
son. Finally beginning to show a
strong offence, they took a one goal
lead with just over a minute left in
the period when captain Matt Allen
picked up the puck on  his own end,
carried it down the ice, split the
defence and scored an unassisted
goal.

In the third, goalie Max Tjin made
some great saves, including a stop on
an Eagle breakaway, but Clarington
eventually scored in the dying min-
utes of the period.

Going into a 20-minute sudden-
death overtime, Tim Bierema scored
the winning goal, assisted by Korey
Brand and Marco Mastrangelo after
10 minutes.

Back in Uxbridge on Friday, the
Bruins, buoyed by their victory, hit
the ice firing on all cylinders and
playing a complete team effort. They
took that extra step, stretched that
extra inch and made that extra effort.
In the first 10 minutes they scored
two beautifully constructed power-
play goals, the first by Mastrangelo,
assisted by Connor Miller and
Connor Beck, and the second by

Jarrett Smith, assisted by Allen and
Miller. Carter Vahey made it 3-0 with
another blast from the blue line,
assisted by Adam Bartholomew and
Brand.

Midway through the second while
killing a penalty, Dylan Locke took a
pass from Vahey which gave him a
huge breakaway and a short-handed
goal. A minute later, Tyson Eastgate
received a four-minute penalty for
cross-checking and unsportsmanlike
conduct, but the Bruins' penalty
killers were up to the task. The Eagles
managed no more than two shots on

goal during those four minutes. With
just over a minute left, a bad bounce
gave the Eagles a breakaway and
Clarington's Jake Carter put the puck
in the five-hole.

Yet another blast from the blue line
gave Vahey his second goal of the
night on a power play early in the
third. Assists went to Beck and Jarrett
Smith. The Eagles scored again with
five minutes remaining but it was too
little, too late.

Back in Clarington for the final
game on Sunday, both teams
appeared to take a casual approach in
the first period, with each team scor-
ing one goal. Mastrangelo put the
Bruins ahead on a goalmouth scram-
ble, with assists going to Bierema and
Brand, with the Eagles scoring 10
minutes later on a shot that went in
off the goalpost.

In the second, the Bruins lowered
the boom and appeared to have the
game well in hand. Matt Allen scored
just over a minute into the period.
After the officials deliberated for
about two minutes, they decided to
give the assists to Miller and Matt

Trudel. Then the Eagles ran into
penalty trouble. With two men sent
off at the same time, Clarington was
unable to prevent Allen from scoring
again, assisted by Vahey. Then the
Eagles took another penalty, putting
them at a two-man disadvantage
again, resulting in Beck's power-play
goal, assisted by Brand and
Mastrangelo. A minute later, the
Bruins scored another power-play
marker when Miller converted a pass-
ing sequence from Vahey and Allen.
While it appeared to be all Bruins in
the period, Tjin was called upon to

make some more
great saves.
But the fans were

not to be denied
excitement in the
third. With a new
goalie between
the pipes,
Clarington scored
their second goal
when the puck
bounced out of
Tjin's glove into

the net. Then Tjin misplayed a sim-
ple slider across the front of his net,
allowing an Eagle forward to pounce
on it for a power-play goal. With less
then five minutes remaining, the
Eagles scored again, bringing the
score to 5-4. Jarret Smith scored
what proved to be the winning goal
two minutes later, once again assist-
ed by Allen. But the Eagles were not
finished yet: with a Bruin in the sin
bin and their goalie pulled for the
extra attacker, they stormed the
Bruins net, scoring their fifth goal
with 39 seconds left. But, once
again, it was too little, too late.
Coach Geoff Hodgkinson said after

the final game that his team had
come together for the last three
games, noting "it would have been
easy for them to fold their tents". He
gave credit to Tjin for his efforts in
the last two-and-a-half games, but
added that the special teams made
the difference "as I said at the start of
the season".

"It's also good to see Allen and
Smith do what they do: score goals,"
he said. "That's experience and lead-

ership."
Looking to the final series against

the powerhouse Lakefield Chiefs,
Hodgkinson said his team his health-
ier now than it has been in a long
time, adding, however, that his team

must stay disciplined.
Game 4 will be at the arena on

Monday at 7:45 p.m. If needed the
fifth, sixth and seventh games are
scheduled for Lakefield on
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., Uxbridge
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Bruins roar back to win semi-final series

STRESSED OUT AT TAX TIME?
Most Personal
Returns Completed
in One Hour

3-4 Weeks for Corporate
Returns

• Special Rates for
Seniors and Students

• E-file
• Small Business 

• Personal Tax Returns

Please Visit Us at our New Location!
Certified Management Accountants

email - brushlow@xplornet.ca

905-985-7431
Brett Rushlow C.M.A.

NO!
THIS YEAR I’M USING

BRETT RUSHLOW
C.M.A. FOR MY TAX

RETURN!

Regional Insight
by Jack Ballinger, Regional Councillor

The Regional budget was
approved at Regional Council on
a vote of 24 to 2. I must say, I
would have thought that it would
be unanimous, but two council-
lors from Oshawa voted against it.
The increase was a very fair one
per cent, or $36 a year on a house
valued at $350,000.  This, cou-
pled with the five and a half per
cent increase on the Uxbridge
budget puts the overall increase at
2.2 per cent on your total tax bill,
or roughly $90 per household.
When one looks at the Region
increase, they should be pleasantly
surprised; it was a fair and reason-

able budget. For example, your
cost for waste and recyclables to
be picked up and taken away is
about $21 per month, or $5 a
week.  This makes sense, and if
you had to do this on your own, I
doubt you would save any money. 
The new energy for waste facility

(incinerator) that is located in
Clarington is on budget and on
time.  This facility is capable of
handling 180,000 tons of waste
per year and will supply energy to
about 15,000 homes. It is sched-
uled to open in the fall of 2014.
The Region approved extra air
monitoring stations and will do

extra stack tests to determine the
quality of the air.

The cold weather and snow
plowing has played havoc with the
public works budget, some side-
walks have heaved and cracked,
and many roads have developed
potholes and waves.
It has been a long winter, and we

should be looking forward to day-
light saving time coming this
weekend. That extra hour of day-
light should bring smiles to our
faces and is a sure sign of spring.



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Walk into the rooms that are tucked
in behind the popular bowling lanes
on Brock St. W., and it’s like walk-
ing into another world. Barry Parish
has been working hard in this
world, turning a large, empty space
into what, for now, is to be called
“Brews ‘N Cues Lounge”, replete
with four 4 x 8 billiard tables, brass
billiard lamps, bar tables and chairs,
a large wooden bar counter and
loads of richly coloured, perfectly
hewn barnboard wainscotting on
the walls. Two massive 60-inch
Samsung televisions hang on one
wall, completing the picture.  This
little oasis at the top of the hill in
Uxbridge is set to open this Friday
night, March 7, at 6 p.m.

“I want this to be a place that cou-
ples and partners can come to in the
evening, just to get out, have a
drink, play some billiards and just
relax,” says Barry.

Relax isn’t a word Barry knows,
however. He’s done most of the
work on this reno himself. All this
after opening the bowling lanes
back up as Parish Lanes only two
years ago this May.

He says he’s already got leagues for
the billiard tables lined up to start
playing, and seems to have a sched-
ule in the works.

Brews ‘N Cues Lounge won’t have
its liquor license for the opening on
Friday, but Barry expects that it will
come in within the month. Food
and soft drinks will be available,
however - Barry is excited about
having more people learn about the
infamous “Barry Burger” (you have
to try one, it can’t be described
here.)

Brews ‘N Cues Lounge will only
take up one half of the space that
Barry has been working on. The

other side will be what he is calling
a “Games Redemption Centre” - it
will feature about 20 arcade-style
games that people can play and
earn coupons at. They can then
take the coupons and redeem
them for various prizes, which
are available at the centre.

“I hope to really get birthday
parties and that going in here,
along with the bowling,” says
Barry. “And it won’t be just for
kids, I’m going to have some
adults’ games, too! We know they
like to play!”

Turn on the jukebox in the corner
and welcome a new neighbour to
town.

BIA asked to re-think levy
increases:

Council told the board of the
Uxbridge Business Improvement
Area (BIA) to come back later
this month with a substantial
revision to its proposed levy
increases. BIA Chair Don
Andrews appeared before
Council seeking approval for a
100% hike in the BIA's mini-
mum levy (from $200 to $400),
and a 34% increase for mid-range
levies. The maximum levy of
$3,000 would not change. The
levies, charged to all property
owners within the BIA, are based
on square footage, and fund the
BIA's operating budget, which
was proposed to rise from
$98,000 in 2013 to $123,000
this year.

Many Council members felt the
suggested increases were too
large, and that insufficient con-
sultation had been carried out
either with the property owners
or with their tenant businesses,
who are the actual members of
the BIA. There are currently
about 250 businesses in the BIA,
which consists not only of down-
town Uxbridge, but most of the
Toronto Street South business
district.

Give agriculture priority on air-
port lands:

Council passed a strongly-word-
ed resolution asking the federal
government to give a return to
agricultural use priority, when
allocating lands no longer needed

for the proposed Pickering
Airport. For more than 40 years,
a huge acreage in Pickering and
southwest Uxbridge has been set
aside for the airport, but it is
becoming clear that many of
those acres will never be used,
even if the airport is eventually
built. Adopting a resolution first
crafted by Pickering Council,
Uxbridge Council asked for
meaningful consultation in the
disposal of any such lands within
township boundaries.

Council says no to Goodwood
propane tank:

Council adopted a recommenda-
tion from Fire Chief Scott
Richardson, that Ontario's
Technical Standards and Safety
Authority (TSSA) be asked to
deny an application for a large
propane filling tank at the Esso
station in Goodwood. The owner
of the station applied for permis-
sion to install the tank several
weeks ago, but Council feels the
tank would be far too close to an
adjoining day care centre. The
TSSA must approve all such
applications.

Smokers must stay farther away
from 
public buildings:

Council also adopted a recom-
mendation from Bylaw Officer
Andre Gratton that the no-smok-
ing zone around the entrances to
Township buildings be increased
from 10 metres to 15 metres.
Gratton said that although few
complaints had been received
about incursions into the no-
smoking zone (mostly at the
arena), common practice in other
municipalities was for a signifi-
cantly larger zone.
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by Conrad Boyce
Notes from the March 3
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL

Skating Club Places at Ontario Winter Games

Ashleigh Thompson (Sunderland Skating Club) and Adam Carnaffan
(Uxbridge Skating Club) recently returned from the Ontario Winter
Games in Muskoka with an 8th place overall standing in the Juvenile
Ice Dance competition. “It was a great experience. I learned a lot
about what skills and elements other skaters are doing, which was
inspiring,” said Adam upon his return.               Submitted photo

LOOKING FOR A WINNER:  “Win This Space” judges Andrea Stewart, far left, Kathy Weiss, top right, Councillor Jacob Mantle and Susan
Fumerton sit with Uxbridge BIA Facilitator Sari Pandopulos, top left, and go through the candidates for the competition, trying to whittle it
down to just five potential businesses. The Top 5 were informed last week who they were, and have gone on a tour of available spaces around
town. The Top 5, and the grand prize winner, will be announced on Thursday, March 6, at 6:30 at the Uxbridge Music Hall.

Photo by John Cavers.

Parish Lanes getting a new neighbour 



SIMUN to Stir Up Some Debate

USS has, what some may describe,
a boastful quantity of athletic
teams and various clubs. Across the
spectrum, the school provides stu-
dents an opportunity to connect
over the art tables, among the seats
of the orchestra, and around the
sitting circle of the Gay/ Straight
alliance. As part of freshening up
the second semester, now month
in, the history and political depart-
ment are adding to the mix the
SIMUN Club, known in non-
acronym based forms as the
Simulation United Nations Club. 

Just to refresh, the United
Nations Organization is an inter-
continental association designed to
maintain universal peace through
humanitarian aid services, the
international court system and the
Declaration of Human Rights. As
part of the grade 12 political sci-
ence course, students participate in
a United Nations debate replica-
tion. Students select a nation to
represent and deliberate on various
on-going issues; for instance, inter-
national conflict and worldwide

security. The exercise not only
teaches the fundamentals of gov-
ernment-style debates, but also
draws in the interest of students to
issues that are currently effecting
our global community. 

SIMUN, composed of 30 mem-
bers from grades 9 to 12 and a
large portion of first semester poli-
tics students, will gather once a
week to mimic a diplomatic UN
debate. Mr. Murray and Mr.
Amenta, both history teachers
overseeing the committee, hope to
attend a larger, regional UN dis-
cussion with other schools at
Sinclair Secondary School in the
coming Spring. 

As Mr. Amenta enlightens, “This
is a really positive experience for
students as it allows them to devel-
op skills they will need in their
post-secondary education in terms
of confidence in class presentations
and discussions. It will also be a
unique asset to add to any
resume.”

For a portion of the team,
SIMUN is a chance to flex their
scholarly muscle, one that is sel-
dom used in the grand span of
extracurricular activities.

“I think the school has a lot of

things for those who are athletical-
ly inclined, there's a lot of team
sports,” explains grade 12 political
science student, Molly McKay,
“They don't have a lot for those
who are more academic. It's nice
to have something that is stimulat-
ing for them, plus there's a bit of
completion, which is a healthy bal-
ance with the learning.”

The first round of debates is to
commence in the following weeks,
after March break. In the mean-
time, students can practice their
best uber-intellectual voice and
deep speeches with enthusiasm, as
Mr. Murray illuminates, “Having
taught many of the students, I feel
our team is very, very strong. I am
very excited for what is to come.” 

Don't forget, Tigers, this Friday
(7th) is P.A day! Tiger Talk will
commence after March Break with
the return of school on Monday,
March 17th!

Sat., Mar. 8, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snow-
shoe.  Join us for breakfast after the
hike. No dogs please. Meet at the
trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905
477 2161

Mon., March 10, Kindness
Mission, 1p.m. Uxbridge Youth
Centre, Free, ages 11 and up.
“Post-it” the town with kindness.
It's a chance to get your good
karma on!  Warm beverages and
snacks to follow. 
Mon., Mar. 10, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Uxbridge Countryside
Preserve: 2hr. slow walk.  Bring
icers or snowshoes if appropriate.
Well-mannered dogs welcome.
Join us for lunch afterwards.  Meet
at parking lot behind Walmart just
east of Hwy 47 and Conc. 6.
Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage
905 853 2407 
Tues., March 11, Uxbridge
Networking Group
Breakfast Meeting. 8:15 a.m.
to 9:30 a.m. Location: Scrambles
at the Foxbridge Golf Club (South
Course). RSVP Chris Auger at
chris@direconsultinginc.com or net-

workinggroup@uxbridge.com
Tues., March 11 - Thurs.,
March 13, March Break
Volleyball. DreamFeather
Intensive 3-Day Volleyball Camp &
Tournament at Claremont C.C. 9 -
4, contact Larry @  905.649.6309
or dream.feather@hotmail.com or
w w w. d r e a m - f e a t h e r . c o m . .
Registrations are limited.
Tues., March 11, Uxbridge-
Scott Agricultural Society,
7:30 p.m., Trinity United Church.
Please join us as we meet to plan
the 150th Uxbridge Fall Fair on the
weekend after Labour Day.
Everyone is welcome.
Wed., Mar. 12, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
H i k e :
Brock/Wi lder/Walker/Glen
Major: 13-16 km moderate to fast
pace “4 Tract” loop hike or snow-
shoe with hills.  Meet at parking
area on east side of Uxbridge
Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge
Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Contact: Bob
Comfort 905 473 2669 
Wed., March 12, The Brook
Never Sleeps. 9:15 a.m. to 3
p.m. Uxbridge Youth Centre. Free
for ages10 and up. The award-
winning experiential eco-workshop
is back, offering another chance
for youth to get outdoors and
explore the wonders in their own
backyard. Registration required.
905-862-3456

Thurs., March 13, Click-a-pic
Scavenger Hunt. 1 to 3 p.m.
Uxbridge Youth Centre. Free, ages
11 and up. Youth are invited to
join in on a digital scavenger hunt.
Registration required. 905-862-
3456.
Fri., Mar. 14, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 8+
km fast pace hike or snowshoe
with hills. No dogs please. Meet at
parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham 21
at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Fri., March 14, Ceramics
Painting Workshop. 1 to 4
p.m. Uxbridge Youth Centre. Prices
begin at $15, cost depends on
item chosen, ages 11 and up.
Choose your own ceramic bowl,
travel mug or coffee mug and paint
with local artist Cynthia Cupples.
Sat., Mar. 15, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace hike or snow-
shoe.  Join us for breakfast after the
hike. No dogs please. Meet at the
trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905
477 2161
Sun., Mar. 16, 2:00 p.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 3 hr. slow
to moderate pace hike.  Bring
water and snacks.  Well-mannered
dogs welcome. Meet at parking lot
on the west side of Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Goodwood Rd. (Durham

21).  Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark
905 841 9757

Tues., March 18, Uxbridge
Senior Citizens' Club "TEA"
1p.m. Please bring your Mug.
Another celebration of 50 years as
a Club. Guest Speakers, New
Members Welcome!
Thurs., March 20: Uxbridge
Genealogy Group, 7 p.m.
meets in the Genealogy room,
main floor Uxbridge Public Library.
This is your chance to find out what
resouces are available to you for
researching your family tree or
other interest. Printed material as
well as use of the computers will be
demonstrated. $2 admission,
50/50 draw. All welcome.
Fri., March  21, 7-9 p.m.:
Uxbridge Cycling Club
Information and Registration
Night at Wixan's Bridge. Meet
other road cyclists and find out
why you should join them! All are
welcome.
Sat., March 22, Uxbridge
Senior Citizens' Club 50-60's
Dance, 8 -11 p.m. $10/pp,
Uxbridge Senior Centre, 75
Marietta Street. No alcohol.  905-
852-7792
Sun., March 23, North
Durham Nature Walk. View
returning ducks and geese. Meet at
9 a.m., Tim Hortons on Hwy. 7A
beside the Independent Grocers in
Port Perry. Bring binoculars and
scopes. Pre-register at 905-852-
5432 or email 

dconn50@powergate.ca

Meditation: Community medita-
tion group meets every first and
third Thursday at 7pm. Bring com-
fortable cushions. Call 905 852
9974 or visit www.invitationtomed-
itation.ca 
GriefShare: A weekly seminar
and support group for those griev-
ing the loss of someone close.
Thursdays until April 10. 2-4 p.m.
Uxbridge Baptist Church; 7-9 p.m.
St. Paul’s, Leaskdale. 905-852-
5921
Uxbridge Minor Lacrosse:
Online registration for players &
coaches , girls & boys ages 3 - 21.
Season runs April 12-June 21.
www.UxbridgeLacrosse.com
The Loaves & Fishes Food
Bank  is open Wednesdays 1-4
p.m. for those requiring assistance.
All donations are always appreci-
ated. Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Thursday 9 a.m.-noon.
Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good spring clothing.
Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital. 
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-
852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up ONGOING

 Tiger Talk

FOR THE LATEST SCORES AND TO FOLLOW THE SERIES,
FIND OUT WHAT’S ‘BRUIN’ AT

WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE - WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU
NEED TO MAKE THE PERFECT COZY DINNER AT HOME

905-852-9892

OFFICIAL SCHEDULE-FINALS
GAME 2 - FRIDAY, MARCH 7 IN
UXBRIDGE 7:45 P.M.

GAME 3 - SATURDAY, MARCH 8 IN
LAKEFIELD 7:30 P.M.

GAME 4 - MONDAY, MARCH 
10 IN UXBRIDGE 7:45 P.M.

GAME 5 (IF NEEDED) WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12 IN LAKEFIELD
7:30 P.M.

GAME 6 (IF NEEDED) FRIDAY, MARCH 14 IN UXBRIDGE
7:45 P.M.

GAME 7 (IF NEEDED) SUNDAY, MARCH 16 IN LAKEFIELD 
2:30 P.M.

WE’VE MADE IT TO THE FINALS! 
COME OUT AND SUPPORT YOUR TEAM!



Murder in
Uxbr idge?
When I
heard this I
c o u l d n ' t

believe that it was my Uxbridge
they were talking about. Maybe
Uxbridge in the UK or Uxbridge in
the US, but not in Uxbridge,
Ontario. However my thoughts
were wrong and, sure enough, our
community has experienced anoth-
er murder. Fortunately, they come
years apart, as the last murder I can
recall was a dispute between the two
Corbett bothers who lived with
their mother on Brock St. East. The
fight ended when the younger
brother fired a shotgun blast that
killed the older brother. If memory
serves me, I believe that was back in
the late 50s.

As I write this, very few details as
to what happened have come my
way so I have no idea what caused
this unfortunate situation. These
days most of these problems are
drug related and maybe this was
one of those. Hope not, but we
would have our heads in the sand if
we thought Uxbridge had no drug
problems. The drug blight is every-
where and we would be very naive
to think that our wonderful com-
munity has been spared. I look for-
ward to learning more details of this
terrible tragedy.

---------------
Embattled Sen. Mike Duffy never
seems to fade into the background
and he once vowed that if he ever
faced trial over his questionable
expense claims, he would bring
down high-ranking members of the
Conservative party. This charge is
no longer rumour, as it is contained
in a book written about 'The
Puffster', a nickname given him by
Frank Magazine. The book, to be
released this week, is entitled
“Duffy: Stardom to Senate to
Scandal”, and is written by former
Parliament Hill reporter and retired
newspaper editor Dan Leger. In the
book, Leger says Duffy believed he
had been set up by the Prime
Minister's Office as part of Stephen
Harper's “Machiavellian” plot to
abolish the Senate or “severely clip
its wings. Duffy seemed determined
that, if he were to go down, he
would have company, telling friends
that, if charged, people high up in
the Conservative Party would be
called to testify to what they knew,”
Leger writes in the book.

Leger, said in an interview with
Postmedia News that Duffy was
“speaking darkly about a 'set-up by
the PMO ' ” as early as May 2013,
when the details of a deal to secret-
ly pay his questionable expenses
were made public and Duffy was

pushed out of the Conservative cau-
cus. According to reports, Duffy
also spoke with Leger on the porch
of his home in Cavendish, PEI, last
August, laying out many of the
explosive details he would later level
in the Senate. He now faces the pos-
sibility of being criminally charged
by the RCMP over allegations of
fraud and breach of trust related to
his questionable living claims and a
$90,000 payment he accepted from
Nigel Wright, Harper's then-chief
of staff. 

Leger said about the interview:
“Without a doubt, Duffy believes
he is the fall guy, that he and (Sen.)
Pam (Wallin) … are taking the fall
in order to protect the prime minis-
ter.”

Leger, in his book due out this
week from Nimbus Publishing,
weaves together the timeline of
Duffy's rise from his days on Prince
Edward Island as a radio enthusiast,
to his becoming a Parliament Hill
television reporter, and ultimately
his appointment to the Senate as a
Harper Conservative. Leger claims
Duffy had desperately wanted a
Senate seat for years. 

“This Senate stuff - I thought it
was a joke until I really had a
chance to talk to folks from the
Mulroney years, the Chretien years,
the Martin years,” Leger said.
“Duffy was sending love letters to
each leader looking for an appoint-
ment.” Martin was willing to
appoint Duffy to the Senate, Leger
writes, but wasn't in office long
enough to make the appointment a
priority.

Leger said Duffy was-
n't partisan - in the
book, he outlines
moments where Duffy
talked about running
for the Liberals - but
was very interested in
being a senator. The
book adds details to the
Duffy expense saga,
including key meetings
on February 11 and 12,
2013, where Duffy and
two top senators -
David Tkachuk and
Irving Gerstein - visited
the Langevin Block and
met with Nigel Wright
in room 204, which a

source told Leger was “the prime
minister's private, high-security
boardroom.” 
The book creates an impression of

Duffy as a canny journalist who
told stories from his sources, craft-
ing an insider image as “the Old
Duff.” Leger suggests that Duffy let
his ego overtake him, and became
motivated by money, status and the
desire to be the ultimate insider. 

Sounds like a good read. I have a
friend bringing a book to Florida
next week. Whoever said Canadian
politics is dull doesn't know what
they were talking about. 

---------------
Sure felt sad when I received the
news from Lee Weldon that my
dear friend Mary Hogg had
dropped dead of a sudden heart
attack. She was a dear friend and
Mary, as well as her parents, go back
a long way in my life. 

Mary and I worked for several
years on the very popular commu-
nity event 'Spring Water Days'.
Committee members spent many
enjoyable evenings meeting in the
back room of her Strawberry
Threads store and even more enjoy-
able times playing volleyball and
partying at her comfortable
Brookdale property.

Just prior to leaving for the south,
Mary and I met in front of the Post
Office and we enjoyed a long chat
about the past and plans for the
future. In Brookdale, Mary had
moved across the road into the orig-
inal family home, and she made me
promise that I would visit and enjoy
lunch with her this summer. That

was something I
was looking for-
ward to, and Lee's
message rein-
forced that life is

short and the best made plans can
be quickly taken away by sad hap-
penings. Mary was one of our won-
derful town characters and she will
be missed.

----------------
Here's something to think

about. Did you know that if offi-
cials who stripped Lance Armstrong
of his Tour de France trophy had
decided to award it to the next fin-
isher who had never taken improve-
ment enhancing drugs the trophy
would have been awarded to the
22nd place finisher? Wow! Would
sure lead one to believe that drug
use is very common in the sport of
professional cycling. Guess Lance
was one of the unlucky cyclists who
got caught.
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Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward 
to continuing to serve our current and future clients. 

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Mary Frances Hogg
We are sad to announce that Mary passed after a very brief illness at the Cottage
Hospital, Uxbridge, on Saturday, February 22nd, 2014. 

Mary was predeceased by her parents Frances and Norman, and is survived by her
brother Ian and her nieces Elizabeth and Stephanie. She was much loved by the entire
Edwards, Griffin, and her adopted Ruppel families.

Mary inherited the mantle of keeper of the family archives over the years and was
renowned for bringing all her different circles of friends and family together at
Brookdale each year. Her continuing groups of friends included those from Lawrence
Park Collegiate, Camp Oconto, and all the various family branches.

Foremost was her love of Brookdale and her unrelenting efforts to constantly improve
the property for the future. Her circle of friends and neighbours and co-workers is broad
and will all feel the loss.

At Mary's request there will be no service and the family expects to have a spring
gathering at Brookdale when her flowers are in bloom and her efforts can be appreci-
ated by all. This will be followed by interment at Pine Grove Church beside her parents
and close to her beloved Karen Ruppel.

In lieu of flowers we would request donations to the Cottage Hospital Foundation,
Uxbridge. The family has created an email address so that anybody who would like to
share a memory or a photo can send it to RememberMary@shaw.ca  and we will com-
pile these thoughts at the spring gathering.

Stemp’s Stew column by Harry Stemp NOTICE
Mount Pleasant Cemetery

(Zephyr) 

The Mount Pleasant Cemetery
Board has submitted by-laws to
the Registrar of the Funeral,
Burial and Cremation Services
Act, 2002. Any interested parties
may contact Irene Tait at 905-
473-5613 for information.

By-laws or amendments may be
reviewed at 11669 Concession
Road 3, Zephyr, Ontario.

These by-laws are subject to the
approval of the Registrar of the
Funeral, Burial and Cremation
Services Act, 2002.

Tel: Cemeteries Regulation Unit
416-326-8393



Services
PUPPY STARTER CLASSES and Family
Dog Beginner Obedience. Small group classes
starting soon. Intro to Agility for Fun!  Classes
starting 3rd week of May. Private in-home
training and behavioural consultations also
available. Please call or email for more infor-
mation or to register. K9'S in KAHOOTS,
6389 Main Street, Stouffville (905) 642-
8289, www.k9sinkahoots.com,
info@k9sinkahoots.com   4/10

HANDYMAN: Fixit, Buildit, home/farm,
indoors,outdoors. Fencing, painting, flooring.
Almost anything! Takes pride, respects your
property. Larry 647-519-0688   3/13

FINALLY! Do you work hard for your money
but feel like you're no further ahead? We
help middle class families get a handle on
their finances. We are social service workers,
not scam artists! When you're ready…
Janet Ries, RSSW 905-442-8801
www.TheMoneyCounsellor.com   3/20

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
3/27

ACCOUNTING: Professional accountant &
life insurance advisor, 2013 tax preparation,
E-File, mortgage life insurance, segregated
fund guarantees (Standard Life, Empire Life)
905-852-7634   3/6

TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics,
by retired science deptartment head, 31

years teaching experience. Call David at 905-
862-2812   3/13

TEMP AVAILABLE for short notice recep-
tion, filing and organization work.
Experienced in customer service and office
assistance. Available hourly, daily, weekly or
monthly. Call Melissa Carroll, 905-852-9344

ACCOUNTING, bookkeeping. Professional
accountant’s office. Get organized for 2014
income taxes. Best rates for winter. 905-852-
7634   3/27

THE HOME INSPECTOR: Infrared
Imaging in the dead of winter can give
insights into your home’s insulation and ven-
tilation situation. Visit 
www.thehomeinspector.ca for IR info.   3/27

ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experi-
enced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
3/27

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454  3/27

ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate
clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge 905-852-
7281.  6/26

Wanted
FARMLAND & standing hay for 2014 sea-
son in the Durham and York region area.
416-571-1081.   4/24

HELP WANTED: "Rise 'n' Shine Stables,
Uxbridge requires barn help. Mature persons
with horse handling experience preferred.

Ability to drive a tractor a plus. Contact:
Emiley 905 960-3416 or email: emiley.mas-
son@hotmail.com   3/6 

For Sale
HAY: good quality, no rain, regular, square
bales. 905-852-5568   3/13

MOVING: Sofa, loveseat chair set - $200
Lazyboy rocker recliner - $100
Buffet Hutch - $150
Kenmore Side by Side Fridge, stainless - $100
Kenmore Dishwasher, stainless - $100
Kenmore Washer - $150, dryer FREE
905-862-4024   3/6

CORNER CHINA CABINET, solid honey
oak, 2-piece, 39” front, 18” d, 25” sides, 76”
h. Top 2 glass doors, opening space between
top & bottom, like new. $900. 905-852-
6538   3/6

ENTERTAINMENT UNIT, oak and wood
product, 54”l x 24”d x 51”h, 35” x 28” TV
opening. Swing-out side storage panels, bot-
tom shelf with 2 glass doors. Like new. $160.
905-852-6538   3/6

MOVING: Floral traditional couch and chair
on cream background. $150. King size mat-
tress and two box springs $150. Queen head-
board, solid wood in perfect condition. $75
Evenings 905 642-2361.    3/6

Events
90TH BIRTHDAY OPEN HOUSE for
Muriel Skerratt, March 9, 2 - 3:30 p.m. Port
Perry Villa, Best Wishes Only.

ANNOUNCING! A Carlie Laidlaw project:
William’s Lullaby www.williamslullaby.ca
All iTunes downloads support Toronto’s
Hospital for SickKids. Ad sponsored by
www.Fraser-Education.com
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“I tell you, now is the
time of God’s favour, now
is the day of Salvation.”

II Corinthians 6:2B

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for 

up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

WANT
THE

BEST!!!
ISN’T IT TIME YOU

OWNED A GILLDERCROFT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

Inc.

Garage Doors & Openers

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

ASK ABOUT OUR
WINTER TUNE UP SPECIAL

PROMOTE your business HERE!
Best deal going! 
ONLY $25/week

Call 905 852 1900 for details

DREAM FEATHER
VOLLEYBALL

MARCH BREAK
2014 

INTENSIVE CAMP

3 DAY SESSION 
March 11, 12 and 13 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Cost: $200 + HST 
(price includes camp t-shirt)

Location: Claremont Community Centre
For information contact Larry Griffiths

at 905.649.6309
dream.feather@hotmail.com

www.dream-feather.com

Classified



by Nancy Melcher

When you think about it, it just
makes sense for a hospital to be a
healthy place to work. Our little
hospital was recently recognized
for achieving a significant local
award. The Durham Region
Health Department just
announced the list of businesses
that qualified as Certified Healthy
Workplaces in 2013. Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital received top
marks, achieving a Gold ranking. 

Nineteen workplaces were award-
ed “Healthy Workplace” status:  15
of these achieved the Gold level,
including Cottage Hospital, the
Durham District School Board,
the Municipality of Clarington,
Durham Children's Aid Society,
and Grandview Children's Centre,
among many others. 

Organizations that promote a
healthy lifestyle for their employees
are “Healthy Workplaces”. They
share information with employees
and create environments that
encourage them to make healthy
lifestyle choices. Some examples
are providing healthy choices in
vending machines, making bike
racks available, having shaded and
smoke-free areas available for out-
door breaks, and a flex policy so
employees can be active on breaks
or lunch.  

Dr. Michael Damus, former
Chief-of-Staff at
Cottage Hospital,
says, “This is a posi-
tive piece of news, and
it's most welcome.”
He noted that the

cafeteria has always offered healthy
choices for as long as he's been
working there. However, he
expressed concern that some of the
front-line employees - nurses and
emergency room doctors in partic-
ular - might not be able to reap all
the benefits, such as flex time at
lunch: many don't get meal breaks
due to their very busy schedules.
The Cosmos was not able to inter-
view current administrators at
UCH prior to press-time. 

Healthy
Workplaces have
many benefits.
Increased pro-
ductivity, low-
ered health bene-
fit costs, less
a b s e n t e e i s m ,
fewer injuries
and illnesses, and
better employee
morale are all fea-
tures of organiza-
tions that take
the health and
well-being of
their staff into
consideration. 

The Durham
R e g i o n
Department of
Health encour-
ages every
employer to con-
sider making

their business a certified “Healthy
Workplace”. Information can be
found at www.durham.ca in the
Health Department section. The
Healthy Workplaces Toolkit out-
lines strategies to achieve accredita-
tion. Public Health Nurses are
available to support Durham
Region workplaces too, through
the Durham Health Connection
Line at 1-800-841-2729. 
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V I E W P O I N T S

How well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-
son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of
our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two tick-
ets to the Johnny Winter  Concert on March 22. These
are the last tickets available, as this concert is sold out!
Last week’s winner was Jennifer Stearin.
Congratulations!                       Photo by Elisa Estrefi

Drop completed applications at the
Salvation Army (35 Toronto St. S)
or at Frankie’s Ristorante!

Uxbridge hospital a healthy place to workMavericks cheer loudly at
Provincials

The Captains perform a stunt during their first of two sessions at the Ontario Cheer
Championships, held in Kitchener this past weekend.

Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
The Air Force Mavericks All-Star
Cheerleaders have had a busy cou-
ple of weekends, competing first in
Mississauga on February 22, then
in Kitchener this past weekend at
the Ontario Cheer
Championships, hosted by Cheer
Evolution. 
All four teams have shown marked

improvement in their routines
since the beginning of competition
season. This latest round of banners
and trophies included a 2nd place
banner for the Cadets (6-8 years) in
Mississauga and a 2nd place trophy
for the Generals (12-18 years) in
Kitchener. The Lieutenants (9-11

years) and Captains (12-14 years)
are climbing the ranks, too, despite
having to compete early in the
morning and, in one case, having
to rework a routine an hour before
performance time because a team
member was sick.
Considering the club is brand new

and was competing against over
220 other teams, they seem to be
soaring to the top fairly quickly.
The four teams have five weeks to

continue refining their routines
before the Canadian Cheer and
Dance Nationals, which will be
held in Niagara Falls April 11 - 13. 

...someone that is napping? 
Uxbridge resident Paul Connors snapped this

photo of a Durham Region Works truck on
January 24 at 2:07 p.m. at a “off the beaten
path” location just outside of Uxbridge town
proper. 

We invite the driver of this vehicle to tell us
whether he was indeed catching 40 winks while
on the job, or simply hunkering down to try and
stay warm in these sub-zero temperatures. Hard
work, indeed.

I SPY WITH MY LITTLE

EYE...



The Scouts began the month with a
trip to Ottawa for Winterlude. They
stayed in the old Ottawa jail, which
has been converted into a hostel and
is reputed to be haunted. Our Scouts
didn't see any ghosts, but a few
found the tiny jail cells very uncom-
fortable. They toured the Parliament
buildings and were very impressed
with the old library, which is the
only remaining part of the original
Parliament that burned down. They
went down the ice slides at
Winterlude, skated on the Rideau
Cannel, looked at the ice sculptures
and sampled that Canadian delicacy-
the Beaver Tail. The next day they
visited the War Museum, where a
recreation of an actual WW1 trench
that they could walk through cap-
tured their imaginations.

The following weekend they were
in Peterborough at the Heritage
Museum of the Ontario Federation
of Anglers and Hunters. Invited by
the Kawartha Waterways Scout
Group, they were with Scout troops
from Bomanville, Fenlon Falls and
many others, about 60 youth in all.
A series of learning experiences were
offered to help them understand
conservation practices, fishing
licenses, invasive species and the
pressure humans put on nature.
Native plant, animal and bird identi-
fication was attempted, as well as
investigating how these species have
adapted to their environment with
different survival strategies.

The Beavers this month were

exploring science by making a vol-
cano erupt and using static electrici-
ty to pick things up. They built, dec-
orated and raced “Beaver Buggies.”
They managed to get outdoors for
some soccer baseball and other
games after being too cooped up
with wind chill advisories and
indoor recesses. They had a super-
hero night, learning about ordinary
people in our lives who are super-
heroes and they made masks for their
own secret identities. 

The Cubs helped out at the Loaves
and Fishes Food Bank this month.
They worked on their Disability
Awareness Badge by trying their
hand at moving a wheelchair around
pylons and doing a “three legged
race” using canes to assist them
crossing the room. They talked
about how to make things more
accessible for all people. They did a
winter hike in the Countryside
Preserve on a frigid night, -16
degrees, and the Cubs demonstrated
the importance of dressing appropri-
ately for the weather!

Our Venturers teamed up with 1st
Pickering Venturers the weekend of
the 14th to the 16th for a camp at
the Cobourg Scout Reserve.
Cobourg used to be a ski resort, so
it has this great terrain of amazingly
steep hills which made for some
excellent tobogganing and snow
boarding. The weather cooperated
for that weekend and was sunny and
bright. Other activities included
hiking and snowshoeing.

February 17 to 23 is Scout-Guide
Week and in Uxbridge we always
have a church parade, visiting a dif-
ferent church in Uxbridge each year
to participate in their service and
recite our Scouting promise. This
year we were at St. Andrew's-
Chalmers Presbyterian Church along
with the Uxbridge Girl Guides. The
Reverend Hugh Donnelly had been
a Scout in Seattle where he grew up,
so he joined in when we recited our
promise. Many ladies from the St.
Andrews congregation also joined in
with the Guides when they recited
their promise!

That evening we had our annual
banquet, in St. Andrews-Chalmers
meeting hall - a pot luck for a
change. The food was terrific and
skits and songs from the Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts entertained us all.
Scouter Ted Wood, who has stepped
down from head Scouter for troop,
was honoured for his 19 years of
service receiving a plaque commem-
orating his dedication.
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DO YOU LIKE TO WRITE? DO YOU LIKE TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH 
YOUR COMMUNITY?

The Uxbridge Cosmos is looking for someone who lives in or around the villages of Zephyr and Sandford and is
willing to stay on top of what’s going on in these  areas. We require a column of around 250-300 words submitted
bi-weekly that covers the news and events of the goings-on in these two important villages in our township.
If you are interested in writing for The Uxbridge Cosmos in this capacity, please email a brief introduction to your-

self, along with a sample of your writing, to thecosmos@powergate.ca We want to keep Zephyr and Sandford “in
the loop”!


