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WARP SPEED, SCOTTY - Cosmos cartoonist John Wood does his best William Shatner impersonation in this scene from the 2012 edition of uxperience, Out of this World, opening tonight at the Uxbridge Music Hall.
The annual variety show is celebrating its 25th year of bringing laughs and great music to Uxbridge audiences.   Photo by Stuart Blower.
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Uxpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

Uxbridge Arts Association:  . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for May

Monday, May 7th
COMMITTEE    9:30 a.m.

Monday, May 14th
COUNCIL         9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, May 15th 7:00 p.m.
Committee of Adjustment Meeting

Monday, May 21st
NO MEETING - Victoria Day

Monday, May 28th
COUNCIL  -  7 p.m.

UXBRIDGE

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24 
NOW OPEN AT 10 A.M.

MOVIES in the LIBRARY: Friday, May 4,
7-8:30pm. 'Chronicle' for teens. Popcorn and
water sold. Sign up ahead or show up early
and pay at the door. ($2.00) Bring a pillow or
cushion if wish to sit on the floor!
A HUGE THANK YOU to the many resi-

dents of Uxbridge for supporting our gala
event to commemorate the 125th. anniversary
of the Uxbridge Library this year.  The evening
will remain a wonderful memory for all and we
especially thank our sponsors:  the Banh
brothers of Uxbridge Family Dentistry & Dr. Vi
Tu Banh & Associates Optometrist, Rutledge
Jewellers, Friends of the Library, Blue Heron
Books, BDO, Rotary Club of Uxbridge and
James Campbell Insurance. 
BOOK SALE: Sat. May 12, 10am-5pm, Sun.

May 13, 1  pm-5pm, Mon.   “   14, 10am-5pm,
Tue.     “   15, 10am-9pm
A GREAT time to stock up for summer reading
at BARGAIN PRICES and SUPPORT your local
library. We are grateful to 'The Friends of the
Library' for this physical effort and time their
members give to organize and conduct this
fund raising project!  

UXBRIDGE GENEALOGY PROGRAM:
Thur. May 17, 7pm, $2.00
Topic:  The Quaker Connection in Uxbridge
with Jane Zavitz-Bond. 
Everyone welcome, especially newcomers
interested in learning about the history of our
town and surrounding area!  Thanks to the vol-
unteers dedicated to the ongoing presence of
this service in our building. For more informa-
tion please visit www.uxgen.net or email
info@uxgen.net

AS WE SEE IT…Wed. May 23, 1-2:30pm,
Cost: 'Toonies for Treats'  Travelogue:  The
Falklands and South Georgia. Presented by
Jeff Carpentier, avid author and photographer.
Also a look at Jeff's latest book, “Antarctica-
First Journey”, a guide for first timers!

 

BONNER BOYS SPLASH PAD

The Township of Uxbridge and the
Bonner Boys are now accepting dona-
tions from contractors and suppliers for
their help in the construction of the new
Splash Pad. Donation forms are available
at the Clerk’s Department at the
Township Office, 51 Toronto St. S. or on
the Township website
www.town.uxbridge.on. All donations will
be considered and reviewed.  Forms
must be submitted to the Township of
Uxbridge Clerks Department by May 4th,
2012. Thank you for supporting the
Bonner Boys Splash Pad!

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

EXTENDED HOURS

The Development Services Department
will be extending its hours of operation to
assist the public with their planning and
building projects on the following dates:

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, June 19, 2012 
from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Please use rear entrance. All other
departments will be open Monday to
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The BIA
is hosting an evening to showcase six local
businesses and provide our 250 businesses
a chance to network and discuss upcoming
plans and ideas, especially our HOOT pro-
motion.
Uxbridge Library, lower level, 
Thursday May 24th, 
2012 doors open 6:30pm.
Open house until 9pm. 
Refreshments served.
RSVP: Melanie Thornber 'businessfacilita-
tor@uxbridgebia.ca'
905-852-9181 ext 406

Uxbridge-Scott Historical
Society Looking for more
Helping Hands

The Historical Society's mandate is to
arouse and increase interest in the history
and places of the Uxbridge area; to assist
the staff of the Uxbridge Historical Centre
to promote the heritage of Uxbridge
through a variety of means; and to
fundraise, especially through our annual
Heritage Days to support Historical Centre
projects and expenses.

We currently have a board of 5 people
and are actively seeking more people to
join us to help in the running of the socie-
ty and our support of the Historical Centre.
We are looking for directors to join the
board - we meet once a month to organ-
ize, plan and execute the upcoming year's
events. We would also love to have volun-
teers manage some of the events such as
Heritage Days.  We need all kinds of skills
and interests - from financial people to
keep track of our books, a creative person
to organize and oversee the gift shop to
gardeners who can help tend to the gar-
dens at the Centre!  So please don't hesi-
tate to contact us and discuss where your
interests lie, if you have some great ideas
for fund raising, historical workshops, etc.
We would LOVE to hear from you.

You can learn more about the Society at
www.uxbridgescotthistoricalsociety.ca/

Please email us at
board@uxbridgescotthistoricalsociety.ca
or call Brad at 416 209 2354.

PUBLIC TENDERS
QUOTE Q12-08 - 

HISTORICAL CENTRE - PAINTING
QUOTE Q12-09 - 

HISTORICAL CENTRE - ROOFING  
QUOTE Q12-10 - 

TRAIN STATION - EXTERIOR PAINTING

Quotation forms may be picked up at the
Municipal Office at 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge, Ontario for each of the outlined quotes
above.
Historical Centre - Painting - Q12-08
• Voluntary site meeting May 16th 11am
Historical Centre - Roofing - Q12-09
• Voluntary site meeting May 16th 10am
Train Station - Exterior Painting - Q12-10
• Voluntary site meeting May 16th 12 noon
All above Quotes will be received until
Wednesday May 23rd, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.

Debbie Leroux, Clerk
Lowest or any quote not necessarily accepted. HELP WANTED

Music Hall 
Technical Manager

The Technical Manager will have the
responsibility for the safe and efficient oper-
ation and maintenance of all Hall sound
and lighting facilities and ancillary equip-
ment.  The Technical Manager will also
receive and coordinate with the booking
agent the necessary training both technical
and safety as advised and set by the Music
Hall Board.

We are looking for an individual who is
well versed in theatrical lighting and sound
equipment, can work flexible hours, and
has exceptional organizational skills and a
natural ability to work well with the
public/customers.

Letters of interest as well as resumes
should be submitted no later than May 24,
2012  to:

Debbie Leroux
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk 
Township of Uxbridge

Please mark submission:  Attention:  Music
Hall Technical Manager Position

If you have enquiries about this position
please feel free to contact:
Music Hall Board Chair:  
Mike Wood 905-649-9081
Music Hall Board Vice Chair:  
Frank Chown 905-852-0636

Community Heritage and Family
History Room Assistant Internship
Position - Uxbridge Public Library

HOURS: Full-time 28 week Internship posi-
tion (35 hours per week) available May 22,
2012 to November 27, 2012
JOB SUMMARY:
This 28 week internship offers the qualified
applicant an opportunity to use his/her
knowledge of Community Heritage and
Family History, technology, analytical skills,
and communication abilities in cataloging,
identifying, and promoting the collection. It
is a great opportunity to receive valuable
experience using information technology to
provide staff and public training and to
showcase information technology in the
public library system.  This position will also
involve marketing the collection and public
speaking. 
DEADLINE: May 11, 2012 at 5:00 pm
APPLY TO: Alexandra Hartmann,
CEO/Chief Librarian, Township of Uxbridge
Public Library. Email:
ahartmann@uxlib.com 

Lucy Maud Montgomery Society 
– Coming Events

Sunday May 6, 2012 The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society presents A Concert in the Afternoon. The
concert will feature The Tudor Singers, and The
Uxbridge Youth Choir, and Bella Nove, under the
direction of Jennifer Neveu-Cook. At the Historic
Leaskdale Church. Admission $10 for adults, chil-
dren under 12 free. 
Saturday May 12, 2012 Home and Garden Show
and Sale sponsored by The Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society. The Show and Sale opens at
9 a.m. and will feature antiques, giftware, food items,
hand created clothing, garden art and plants. At Saint
Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Regional Road 1 north
of Leaskdale. Admission $2. Speakers: 10 a.m. --
Bob Shepherd “Gardening Experiences” 11.30 a.m. -
- Lisa Finch “Recreating Vintage Finds” 2.00 p.m. --
Carol Ditomaso “Moving a Perennial Garden,
Starting Over”. The Home and Garden Show also
includes Maud’s Attic, and the LMMSO Tearoom.
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Spring Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix
$35 / Utility Trailer

Wholesale Prices  Pick up or Delivery
• Mulch Products  • Triple Mix

• Screenings    • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone  • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road    905-852-4974

Open to the Public - 
Saturdays 7 a.m. - Noon

THE POLICE BEAT

Dan West returns as Bruins coach
by Roger Varley

Uxbridge Bruins general manager
Ron Archibald announced this week
that Dan West is returning as the
team's head coach.
"He was the first person I called,"

Archibald said. "He was at the top of
the list when I started to gather
names."
The new coach replaces Matt Muir,

who resigned at the end of last season
after being behind the bench for two
years.
West coached the Bruins for the last

part of the 2008-2009 season, taking
over from then coach Craig
Donovan, and continued as head
coach for the 2009-2010 season. In
the 10 regular season games he
coached in 2008-2009, West led the
team to six wins, two overtime wins
and two losses. The Bruins ended in
first place and went on to win the
OHA Junior C Central Division

playoffs. In 2009-2010, the Bruins
again finished first in the regular sea-
son, winning 31 of 40 games, only to
lose 4-1 to the Little Britain
Merchants in the playoff finals.

West left the Bruins after being
unable to come to terms with the
club on a new contract. He took over
as coach of the Junior A North Bay
Trappers in January 2011, racking
up a record of seven wins and four
losses in regular season games before
losing a playoff series in six games.
He left the Trappers after once again
being unable to come to terms on a
contract.

West faces the task of bringing the
Bruins back from their dismal last
season, which saw them finish in
fifth place in the six-team division
with 16 wins, 20 losses and four
overtime losses. In the first round of
the playoffs, the Bruins were swept
by the Clarington Eagles.

Archibald, who himself returned as

the Bruins general manager just last
month after leaving the club for a
couple of years, said he and West are
still working on the details of the rest
of the coaching staff.

"We're happy to have him back,"
Archibald said. "Plain and simple,
he's a great coach and understands
the Bruins' way. His teams are well
prepared, hard working, disciplined
and play with heart."
West has just three weeks to prepare

for the Bruins' prospects camp, to be
held May 26-27.

Archibald said he is surprised at the
response to the camp from would-be
Bruins. He said there are still a few
spots open for the camp, which will
have a limit of 60 skaters and 12
goalies. The general manager said he
is pleased with the number of local
players who have signed up for the
camp.

Family gives splash pad major boost
by Roger Varley

A local family made a significant contribution to the
planned Uxbridge splash pad on Monday, presenting the
Bonner Boys charitable group with a cheque for $15,000.
Judy Gray, accompanied by members of her family, hand-

ed over the cheque in a brief ceremony at the township
offices, attended by Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor.
Mrs. Gray said the money was the proceeds of the family's
third annual golf tournament, held last September in mem-
ory of her late husband, Randy.
"We wanted to keep it local and we know a lot of the

Bonner Boys," she said. "The splash pad is important for
the little kids and my grandchildren will enjoy it."

Bob Ferguson, a member of the Bonner Boys, said the
donation brings the amount raised for the facility, to be
constructed on the west side of the arena, to about
$380,000. The fund-raising goal is $450,000. He said the
goal should be reached following this weekend's Bonner
Boys hockey tournament and the group's car draw on June
16.

"We still have tickets available for the car draw," he said.
"A sell-out would reach our goal."

Mr. Ferguson said he expects construction on the project
to begin in June, with completion set for sometime in
August.
"We're hoping kids can use the park before they return to

school," he said.
The Bonner Boys came up with the idea of a splash pad

after members noted that about half the people attending a
splash pad in Stouffville were from Uxbridge.

Mr. Ferguson said the design for the splash pad is basical-
ly the same design the group first presented to Council. In
addition to the fully accessible water playground, there will
be a fitness-style playground gym and a pavilion. As well,
the toboggan hill will be regraded to make it safer.
The project will also include a 10,000-gallon holding tank

to collect runoff water, which will in turn be used, among
other things, to irrigate the nearby lawn bowling facility.
The car draw tickets - limited to 1,000 - cost $100 each,

but the ticket purchase includes a dance and a number of
subsidiary prizes. Anyone wishing to purchase a ticket can
contact Mr. Ferguson at 905-852-1374.

Kevin VanderGeest of the Bonner Boys accepts the cheque from Judy
Gray while Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor and Mrs. Gray’s grandchil-
dren Mason, Alexandra and Elizabeth look on.

Durham Regional Police have arrested and
charged a 17-year-old Uxbridge high school
student after he made several remarks in front
of others about attacking the school and fel-
low students. School officials contacted police
and an investigation was conducted resulting
in the youth being arrested for Mischief and
Uttering Threats.
Both female drivers sustained serious injuries

in a two-vehicle collision in Uxbridge last
Friday afternoon and investigators are appeal-
ing for additional witnesses. On April 27 at
about 2:50 p.m. officers responded to a head-
on collision on Highway 47 north of Wagg
Road. A 51-year-old Uxbridge woman, oper-
ating a Pontiac Sunfire received serious
injuries and was air-lifted to St. Michael’s
Hospital in Toronto. The second driver, a 57-
year-old Uxbridge woman, operating a
Chevrolet Malibu also sustained extensive
injuries and was transported to Sunnybrook
Health Sciences Centre in Toronto.
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our two cents

8,900 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,200 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Why does Oda stay?
Our good friend Stephen Harper turned 53 on Monday. That’s not a particularly ripe
old age for a politician - Hurricane Hazel’s got him beat by more than three decades.
But we’re beginning to think that Stephen’s showing signs of dementia. How else to
explain why he keeps allowing our MP, Bev Oda, the Minister of International
Cooperation, to embarrass him and his government? It’s hard to keep track of how
many times she’s been beat up in Parliament over excess spending and other ethical
misdemeanours. You’d think he’d be getting a little tired of it all; we certainly are.

As Harry Stemp points out on page 11, it’s a pity that Ms. Oda keeps doing this. In
terms of working on behalf of her constituents, she’s a pretty exemplary MP. Despite
Uxbridge being on the far borders of her huge constituency, many miles from her home
office in Bowmanville, she’s been fairly conscientious over the years about attending
important events and doing the research to make her speeches here, relevant and valu-
able. You’ve also got to believe that she’s skilled in her cabinet portfolio as well. Mr.
Harper had the opportunity after the last election to demote her, or at least shuffle her
off to a position less high-profile, less in the glare of the auditor’s spotlight. Instead, he
kept her right where she was, indicating she must have been doing a few things right
on the international front.
And speaking of her cabinet job, she probably gets to jet to a greater variety of inter-

national destinations than anyone in the government. Isn’t that enough? Does she need
the classiest hotels and the fresh-squeezed gold-plated orange juice as well, not to men-
tion the limos that she seems addicted to? If we were the PM, we’d be tempted to say
in a fatherly fashion (except that Bev is 15 years older than Steve), “OK, look, Bev,
you can go to Bermuda, we think that you should, but you’ve got $300 a day, tops,
and that includes souvenirs.”

After the KAIROS incident, we suggested that Ms. Oda might want to lay low for a
while, maybe not run in the next election, but at least retire temporarily to the back
benches. As much as she enjoyed the spotlight during her long years in the media, pol-
itics are a different kettle of fish. Maybe she needs to step back and just advise from
the sidelines for a while. Or maybe she needs her boss to make that decision for her.

Ms. Oda’s colleagues are telling us all to get off her back. She’s repaid the money,
she’s apologized to the Canadian taxpayer, what more do we want? Well, we won’t pre-
tend to speak for the national media, we’re just a little community newspaper in the
backwoods of the minister’s home riding, but since you asked, we’ll tell you what we
want. We want our pride in our MP back.
It’s amazing that Bev Oda, whose mother was interned in a labour camp during World

War II, became the first Japanese Canadian to ever be elected to the House of
Commons, and therefore obviously the first to ever serve in the cabinet of the federal
government. She’s done a lot of good things as a cabinet minister, and a lot of good
things in Durham as our MP. All in all, that’s quite a bit to proud of. But she’s not mak-
ing us proud lately, quite the opposite. And, ultimately, we blame that on Steve.   

Letters to the Editor    
Re: Letters Apr. 12
Recently I put up a tongue-in-cheek
sign in front of the Free Methodist
Church that crossed the line with
some people. That it was meant to be
humorous is not a worthy excuse. For
years we have been putting up signs
that are intended to inspire and
encourage and also to provoke deep
thinking. To this end, some of our
messages are meant to be “a little
edgy”. It can be said that this time we
found the edge and crossed over a lit-
tle too far.
I take personal responsibility for the

sign, and apologize to those who
were offended.

Joe Schaefer, Pastor
Uxbridge Free 

Methodist Church

A recent decision by Council to allow
for the final development of the
Shoppers Drug Mart/Vince's proper-
ty on Toronto Street South shows
how irrational, inconsistent and mis-
informed Council is in their thought
processes. In my opinion, they truly
do not grasp the concept of responsi-
ble urban development.

Several in-fill development projects
have recently been approved by
Council much to the disappointment
of neighbouring residents. Planners,
bureaucrats and politicians all pro-
claimed that their hands were tied
since provincial planning policies and
legislation mandated higher density
developments to occur within exist-
ing municipal boundaries. Everyone
agreed that development space with-
in the Uxbridge Urban Boundary is
very limited and difficult decisions
had to be made. Neighbouring resi-
dents unsuccessfully argued that the
intent of these provincial planning
policies was to direct higher density
and mixed use developments towards
lands adjacent to arterial roads and
existing transit routes. Ratepayers in
Uxbridge also argued that existing
brownfield sites along Toronto Street

South should be developed first
before consuming precious little
fringe open space.  Council coun-
tered by saying that they were work-
ing with developers to ensure these
brownfield sites would be mixed-use
in nature, and would include residen-
tial dwellings thereby meeting the
mandated higher density residential
goals. Council insisted that new
housing opportunities and choices
are desperately needed in town.

It is quite obvious that Council has
completely squandered an opportu-
nity to offer residents much needed
additional housing alternatives by
allowing the TD Bank development
to move forward without a residen-
tial component. The housing units
would have been located adjacent to
an existing transit route, shops,
banks, pharmacies, medical and den-
tal clinics, food stores, restaurants
and more.  This is the type of devel-
opment the Places to Grow Act,
Provincial Policy Statement (2005),
Durham Region Official Plan and to
a lesser extent the Official Plan of
Uxbridge all speak towards.
The Mayor was quoted as saying, “I

do not want any type of homes down
there.  With no facilities or anything
for kids, we are not doing favours for
anyone.”

Since when is Council's mandate to
require new developments to have
child-friendly components? Should
residents not have the choice to
decide where to live without
Council's interference? If Council
was truly concerned with kids and
facilities, why do they happily accept
cash from developers in lieu of park-
land like they have on several occa-
sions recently? These recent decisions
clearly show that Council is disingen-
uous when they play the “but what
about the residents” card.

Mark Neprily
Uxbridge

Re: Bev Oda Expenses
I have been in the corporate world
for many years. Each and every time
I submitted an expense report the
expenses were audited by the
accounting staff for accuracy and
adherence to policy. Governments
have the best computer equipment in
the world along with thousands of
auditors ready to pounce on every
area of my federal, provincial and
HST filings, yet whoever approved
these expenses does not have the abil-
ity to audit and question Ms Oda or
refuse her expenses? Be that as it may,
Ms Oda has to know this was wrong
and re-paying monies owed does not
negate her error of submitting them
in the first place.  I now question her
credibility with years of expenses hav-
ing being submitted. Ms Oda earns
over $200,000 plus benefits and
allowances to represent Durham and
Canada as a Minister and the least we
should expect is someone who is
honest and clear headed in her think-
ing; she is neither. Ms Oda should do
the right thing - step up and step
down.     

Glenn Schaeffer
Uxbridge 

On April 22 the Uxbridge Run for
the Diamond in support of the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital put on by
the Cottage Hospital Auxiliary, had
its best year yet! I think our race
director Katharine Shepherd did an
outstanding job. It was my pleasure
to work on this committee for the
third year in a row. 

I would like to extend a heartfelt
thank-you to all the volunteers that
assisted me on the registration side of
things, and those volunteers that
were stationed throughout the event,
we couldn't have done it without
you. Hope to see you next year!!

Michelle Baker
Uxbridge Run for the Diamond
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Hurtin’ songs
Sometimes it lasts in love, but sometimes it hurts instead...

Chances are, if you’re female and you’re younger than 80, you know exactly where the above words come
from. You might even know if you’re male, but the probability is significantly lower. I myself had no idea
only a few short weeks ago. So if you don’t know, I’ll tell you. They’re the final lyrics in the chorus of what
is undoubtedly the best-selling song in 21st-century popular music, a bluesy little ditty called “Someone Like
You”, performed and co-written by the latest British diva, Adele. In late February, on the day when and in
the hotel where Whitney Houston died, Adele won a remarkable six Grammies, including one for “Someone
Like You” as song of the year.

What is even more remarkable is that this Saturday, Adele turns 24 years old. Twenty-four! At such a ten-
der age, she is already mentioned in the Guiness Book of World Records several times for her accomplish-
ments as a recording artist. She is very rich, very talented as both songwriter and singer, and to judge from
the songs on her first two albums, she has gone through enough romantic hell for someone twice her age.

That, of course, is what draws us to her music. Apart from her voice and performing style, that is. I first
encountered her over New Year’s at my wife’s sister’s cottage. One night, sister-in-law sat us down to watch
a DVD she’d just purchased, Adele Live at Royal Albert Hall. Now, I knew Adele’s name from the Star’s enter-
tainment section, but as far as I knew, I’d never heard a note of her music, and I certainly didn’t know her
face. Within a couple of minutes, I knew I’d remember both music and face forever. Adele is truly unique.

Last month, we returned to the cottage a couple of times, and each time we watched the Adele DVD again.
Last weekend, we took my niece with us, who had just finished her master’s degree at Queen’s, and was stop-
ping over with Uncle Conrad for a few days before heading home to the west coast. Did she know Adele? Of
course she did. Turns out that a few days before Christmas, she and a couple of her house-mates, all of whom
were going through romantic crises in their lives, had cranked up Adele in their living room and before long,
were dancing wildly, singing along at the top of their lungs and above all, weeping copiously as the singer
gave voice to precisely what was going on in their hearts and souls. After a while, the fourth house-mate
(who was undergoing no such crisis) came home and wondered what had possessed her friends.

The power of music had possessed them, of course, and there’s no long like a hurtin’ song. Adele herself
learned that, after the release of her first album. She was 20 and touring the States when she encountered
the mystic pull of American idioms like jazz, blues and above all, country. When you strip away all the other
complicated layers from “Someone Like You”, that’s all it basically is, is a Nashville hurtin’ song.
And unless you’re one of those rare people who fell in love with and married the girl next door, and stayed

with her forever, you’ve gone through a whole bunch of hurt yourself. And to help you wallow in your mis-
ery, you’ve had a few favourite hurtin’ songs along the way. One of the best sub-genres of hurtin’ music,
I’ve always felt, is the “what if?” song, where the singer has a chance encounter with a former flame and
discovers that, despite the divergent paths they’ve taken, it wouldn’t take much to bring the embers to life.
After watching Adele, I hurried home and dug up two of the very best “what if?” songs. One you might know
- “The Same Auld Lang Syne” by Dan Fogelberg - but the other you probably won’t, unless you hit your stride
in western Canada in the late 70’s - “On the Seawall”, by a very Fogelberg-ish folkie named Paul Hann.
Fogelberg died of cancer a few years ago, and Hann only does kids’ music these days, but thanks to the
magic of vinyl, they both can still make me cry.

Anyway, as strong as that final lyric of Adele’s is - and there’s not much can match the power of the whole
Royal Albert Hall audience singing along with her on that chorus - I think she’s wrong on a couple of counts.
First, love hurts even when it does last, and second, no love lasts forever. Death ultimately intervenes, and
it produces the most haunting hurtin’ songs of all. 

Just a coda. After listening to a lot of hurtin’ songs, I came to Ontario in 1995 with not a lot of expecta-
tions of ever having a lasting relationship again. Boy, was I wrong. Only a couple of weeks after I got here,
I met this marvellous woman named Lisa, and we’ll be married 15 years this week. Love is sure unpre-
dictable, and that’s the glory of it. To turn Adele around, love hurts, but sometimes it lasts instead.

the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Cuts more than skin deep
As we arrived, she emerged from the information pavilion. She wore her identifi-

able green uniform, complete with department identification and Maple Leaf insignia. She offered a warm welcome
and explained she would be our guide for the next half-hour. She was a long way from home, but made us feel as
if we had never left Canada.

“Welcome to the Beaumont-Hamel National Historic Site,” the young woman said. I learned later her name was
Sylvie, a student from Winnipeg, and that she was employed for several months by Parks Canada to guide visitors
around the site.

This was a few weeks ago, when the tour I was leading across France stopped at this famous battlefield of the First
World War. Because Beaumont-Hamel was the place where the Royal Newfoundland Regiment was decimated dur-
ing the first day of the Battle of the Somme (July 1, 1916) in the Great War, of course, the site has significance for
Canadians. But because Sylvie is in the employ of Parks Canada (likely for minimum wage) and works there to learn
while in the service of her country, I was deeply impressed by her passion and knowledge.

Her minimal salary and maximum commitment came to mind this week as we received word that the Harper gov-
ernment plans to cut up to 638 civil service jobs in the Parks Canada department. I haven't been able to determine
if Sylvie's job is among the planned cuts, but I am angry that whatever part of Parks Canada's budget is slashed, I
think, the federal government may be cutting off its nose to spite its face. The minister in charge, former broadcast-
er now Environment Minister Peter Kent, claimed that putting 1,600 Parks Canada employees on notice that their
jobs could disappear, was fiscally responsible.

“The changes we are making,” he told the CBC, “ensure that staff are (at the park sites) when the most visitors
come to our parks.”

Doesn't cause and effect work the other way? Keep historic sites open and Canadians will come? 
But Canadians won't have to go all the way to Beaumont-Hamel in France to feel the impact of diminished service

at historic sites and national parks. All of the people who operate the locks along the Trent-Severn and Rideau Canal
systems received notice that their jobs may well be cut by the Flaherty budget. That means those who wish to sail
from the Georgian Bay to the Ottawa River this summer may find their boats high and dry, not to mention the scores
of Ontario communities (not the least of which Uxbridge) that depend on the flow of tourist traffic to offset slower
off-season business. As rabidly anti-government bureaucracy as some people in these communities may be, I suspect
they won't soon forget losses to their business bottom line.
Planned cuts have apparently arrived on another front, if you will. Just two weeks ago, we learned that the Harper

government had also made cuts to another vital line of defence - literally. Members of a branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion, in Whitehorse, Yukon, revealed (April 19) that as many as 100 case workers - the civil servants at
Veterans Affairs who help veterans gain access to programs and services - were being cut across the country. Pat
Stogran the veterans' ombudsman (also let go by the federal government nearly two years ago) indicated his dis-
gust over the loss of those services.
“Afghanistan is out of the sight and mind of the public now. We're all heaving a collective sigh of relief. We're glad

that's over with,” he told the CBC. “But it's the tsunami that's coming after the earthquake that is going to impact.”
Stogran went on to say that the flow of servicemen and women from overseas home to Canada will place addition-

al stress on case work, a service he said was essential for veterans. I don't mean to be fast and loose with statistics,
but I don't think it's any coincidence that (on Tuesday), Walter Natynczyk, chief of the defence staff, admitted to a
Senate defence committee that 20 Canadian Forces personnel committed suicide in 2011, a figure that is up from
12 in 2010. Other stats ferreted out of Defence Department documents show another 31 Canadian vets attempted
suicide in 2011. 

Cuts to the public service may prove optically appropriate to the fiscally conservative politician and/or voter. But
in at least two vital areas of Canadian heritage - historic sites and service veterans - such political decision-making
may inflict more harm than good. 

Oh, and did I mention that on the same day it announced cuts to the federal civil service, the federal government
trumpeted its plans to have Prince Charles and his wife Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, visit New Brunswick,
Saskatchewan and Ontario later this month - approximate cost, $1 million. I think I'd protect guides' jobs at
Beaumont-Hamel, lock masters along the Rideau and case workers for vets over another Royal Visit.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

wandering the cosmos
column by Conrad Boyce



by Nancy Melcher

There's a long line of painters in Coppin's Corners resi-
dent Kim Robertson's family. Her parents painted, her
grandfather was a photo engraver who did watercolours
in his spare time, and even her great-grandfather paint-
ed. It's no surprise that her nephew is also studying to
become a painter.

Kim's favorite subjects are animals and children. She
prefers to work from photographs because... “It's diffi-
cult to have children or animals sit still for any length of
time. You can make as many sketches as you like but, to
pull it all together, a photograph helps me achieve a
much closer likeness of the subject.” 

She has always dabbled in painting, but it was a water-
colour class she took in 2000 that took her efforts to the

next level. She's
taken other painting
courses through local
arts associations,
including: The
Artists of Uxbridge;
Pine Ridge Arts
Council; Ajax
Creative Arts; and
The Oshawa Arts
Association. 

From the first seed

of an idea germinating to final installation on the wall, it
can take as little as two sessions for Kim to complete a
painting. “I will have it drawn-out and blocked-in in one
afternoon. It will take another whole session to get all the
details finished, but if I like the subject, that's how
quickly it can go.” 

Portraits take a lot more time, especially working from
photos, and require about six to eight weeks for comple-
tion. 
The current trend is to hang canvasses unframed. They

are made with enough of a structure underneath the
cloth to allow the painting to hang without an outside
frame. However, when Kim wants her work to look
more finished, especially the portraits, she goes to Rush
Photo in Uxbridge for all her framing needs. She's very
pleased with the help and advice she gets there from
Linda and Tony. 
She likes to paint in watercolours, oils and acrylics, and

describes her technique as “realist”. If she could go any-
where to paint, she would like to visit Scotland and

Ireland, as well as Algonquin Park. With all of that
majestic scenery, she would be painting landscapes
for a change. Kim listens to music (jazz and contem-
porary) to get her creativity flowing. 
You can see Kim's paintings of children and animals

this Saturday and Sunday, May 5 and 6. She is one of
the artists participating in the Lake Scugog Studio
Tour. Kim will be a guest at metal sculpture artist
Cathy Mark's studio at 25 Glassford Road, Little
Britain, on the north-east shore of Lake Scugog. Kim
accepts commissions too. She can be reached at kim-
spaintings@hotmail.com  or by calling 905-649-
3247.
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Please join us, together with your spouse or a family member, to discuss the meaning and 
importance of establishing your Power of Attorney. The Power of Attorney is a vital tool to 

ensure piece of mind for you and your family. This forum will allow for an open dialogue and 
shed light on the personal, financial and legal responsibilities granted in a Power of Attorney. 

YOUR HOSTS:
Douglas Chant, CFP, CMA and Stephen Snoddon, FMA 

Investment Advisors, RBC Dominion Securities 

EVENT DETAILS:
Wednesday, May 9, 2012 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

Bridgewater Condominium | 22 James Hill Court, Uxbridge  
(Toronto St S & Campbell Dr)

Refreshments will be served. 

RSVP:
Seating is limited. Please RSVP to Kathy Olidis at  

kathy.olidis@rbc.com or 905-895-2967.

Understanding Powers of Attorney

Professional Wealth Management Since 1901

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, 
a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2012 Royal Bank of Canada. All rights reserved.

INSIDE PETRO CANADA - SERVING ALL DAY

BREAKFAST, FISH & CHIPS, SANDWICHES, 
WRAPS, BURGERS, SOUPS & MORE!

NOW OPEN!
at 545 Hwy. 47

(across from Uxbridge
Veterinary Clinic)

905-
852-2004

HARRISON 
THOMAS MATTHEW

On Wednesday Apr. 25 after an 11-year strug-
gle with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, ALS,
Tom passed away in his 55th year.
Dear husband of Juliette Todd, and father of
Gordon, and his friend, Ashleigh Webster, and
daughter, Katie. He enjoyed his new Bassett
puppy, 'Bentley'. Loved son of George and
Helen Harrison, brother of Kathy Forsyth, and
the late Keith Harrison (1988). Son-in-law of
Eleanor Todd, and brother-in-law of Holly and
Bruce Williamson, and the late Sherri and John
Foote, also several nieces and nephews. A sin-
cere thank you to good friends on this long jour-
ney: Bruce Terry, the Oldham Family, The
Hickeys, and many hunting buddies.

A memorial gathering will take place at Low
and Low Funeral Home, 23 Main Street South,
Uxbridge, on Friday May 4 @12:00 noon with
visitation one hour prior. A reception will follow
at the Uxbridge Legion, 109 Franklin Street,
Uxbridge.

If desired, donations may be made to the ALS
Society, or to a charity of your choice.

Coppins Corners painter featured on Scugog Studio Tour

CORRECTION
In last week’s story about the Ryan
“Chisel” Vanderpost Memorial Golf
Tournment, there were a couple of errors.
The tournament is May 12 (registration
beginning at 12:30 p.m.), not May 2.
Tickets are $75 not $74. We regret the
errors. 
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UXBRIDGE

HORTICULTURAL

SOCIETY
Your local garden club

 

 

• Our next meeting is on Wed., May 9th at the Seniors Centre, 75
Marietta St., Uxbridge – at 7.30pm with presentation at 8.00 pm
• Our speaker this month is Ken Brown, a horticultural consultant,
writer and photographer.

Topic is “VERTICAL VEGETABLES”
Our flower show this month will feature spring bulbs.

• We meet every 2nd Wednesday – April to December and all are
welcome to come along to learn something new, and to make new
friends who also enjoy gardening.

Also, do not miss our PLANT SALE at the parkette near Coffee Time
in downtown Uxbridge on Saturday May 26th at 9:00am

Guests $5.00 Annual Membership $15.00

UXBRIDGE
Manor & Spa
The Ultimate Spa Retreat

Monthly Promos and Trip
Giveaways
Every three months we offer you the
exclusive opportunity to win an All
Inclusive trip to Cuba for 2. 
Visit: www.uxbridgemanorandspa.com 

Tours by appointment only.
Call to make and
appointment 905-852-6047
email us at 
info@uxbridgemanorandspa
321 Feasby Road, Uxbridge

Mother’s Day Gift Cards
Treat mom to a pampering day at the spa!

We’re here to help moms relax, unwind
and refresh with rejuvenating spa services.

In the Spa
Nothing epitomizes the mission
at the Uxbridge Manor more
than our Spa Services. Our
treatments go well beyond
traditional pampering; from
our massages, facials, and body
treatments, to foot and hand
care and finishing touches, we
guarantee your satisfaction.
Take the Tour:
www.uxbridgespa.com

Celebrate Motherhood
•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

TREAT YOUR BARBECUE! SUCCULENT T-BONES 
ON SALE THIS WEEK FOR ONLY $7.99/LB.

Each year in May, Community Care
Durham organizes an annual fundrais-
ing and mental health awareness Walk
at Heydenshore Park in Whitby.  This
year, the date is set for Saturday, May
26, from 9 a.m. until noon.
Participants have the option to walk or
run 1, 2 or 5 km. along the scenic
Waterfront Trail. The 7th Annual Walk
for Mental Health will begin with reg-
istration at 9:00 a.m. 

It's time to start planning ahead for
the Walk for Mental Health.  You'll
need time to collect pledges from fam-
ily and friends. There are several ways
to pre-register:  call 905-985-0150,
ext. 237, visit www.ccdwalk.org, or
drop into your local Community Care
Durham office at 75 Marietta St. and
pick up a registration form. This event
is not only a fundraiser, but raises
awareness of mental health in the com-
munity, and helps support those who
are living with mental health issues.
Take the first step for the Walk for
Mental Health by registering today -
your support is important!

Walk for 
mental health

Scenes
from
Huck
Finn
Youth
Fishing
Day

Photos
by
Stuart
Blower



May 3-5  Uxperience - Out of this World
Music Hall, tickets at Sugar FX. Shows 7:30
p.m., matinee Saturday at 3 p.m..

Fri., May 4  The 4th Annual Free Concert for
Flag of Love Day Zephyr United Church at
8:00 PM. A great mix of music will entertain
you, from the Ladies in the White Diamond
Quartet, to the Band, Heavy Traffic. Gary
McLaughlin will sing some crowd pleasers, and
Mary Dube and the Brian Larter Band will per-
form original and popular tunes. Food donations
will be accepted for the Uxbridge Food Bank
and money donations will be given to the
Uxbridge/Scugog Animal Shelter Building Fund.
Flag of Love Day encourages positive acts of
care and kindness on May 4th and throughout
the year. May the Fourth be with you.

Fri., May 4, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2 hr., 10 km
moderate to fast pace hike in Walker Woods.
There are hills. No dogs please.  Meet at park-
ing area on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km south
of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.  Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.

May 4 and 5, the Uxbridge Kinsmen Club will
be holding a tag day for the benefit of
Cystic Fibrosis Research at several locations
in Uxbridge. For enquiries or if you wish to vol-
unteer to help in this worthy cause, please con-
tact Kin Jim Campbell at 905 852 6086.

Sat., May 5, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike Al Shaw side Trail. No
dogs please. Meet at the trail entrance on the

west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., May 5 The Uxbridge Branch of the
Canadian Bible Society is holding it’s annu-
al breakfast AGM meeting starting at 8.30am at
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church, Leaskdale.
Special music by Miriam Smith, Guest Speaker
Joel Coppieters. Breakfast cost is $5.00 and
paid at the door. A free will offering will be
received in support of the work of the Canadian
Bible Society. Please contact Jim Campbell 905
852 6086.

Sat., May 5  Gimme Shelter Fundraiser
In benefit of new animal shelter. Buffet dinner,
wine at the table, cash bar, entertainment by
Thomas Baker, Wendell Ferguson and Kathy
Normandeau, along with fabulous live and
silent auction prizes.6 p.m. Skyloft Ski Resort.
Tickets at Blue Heron Books, Ron Noble
Insurance, The UPS Store.

Sat., May 5 The Goodwood Girls are hosting
their 6th annual YARD SALE & BBQ FOR THE
CURE @ the Goodwood Lions Hall on Front St.
north of Hwy. 47 in Goodwood.  The doors will
open @ 8:00 am and all proceeds will go to
help our team fundraise for the Weekend to End
Breast Cancer.  For any
enquiries, call Colleen White @905-649-2869.

Sun., May 6, 10:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2.5 hr., 10 km
moderate pace hike on Uxbridge Township
land.  There are some hills.  Bring lunch and
drinks.  Meet at roadside parking at Brock Rd.
and Albright Rd.  Grace Moores 905-263-
4300.

Sun., May 6 Goodwood Baptist Church hosts
a Gospel Sing with Brian & Ron Evans, Ralph

Sider, & Jim Wagg on Sunday May 6th at
11am. All welcome.

Sun., May 6 Music Fest Reachview Village,
from 10-11a.m. We would love to see some
new faces.  The audience is very appreciative of
all kinds of music, story-telling, dancing, poetry,
clowning...t he sky's the limit!  For more informa-
tion please contact Jo at 905-852-6487.

Sun., May 6  A Concert in the Afternoon
With Tudor Singers, Uxbridge Youth Choir, Bella
Nove. 3 p.m. Historic Leaskdale Church.
Sponsored by LMMSO. Tickets $10 at door.

Fri., May 11, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 2+ hr., 12 km
loop hike on the Brock Tract.  There are some
hills.  Meet at the parking area on the east side
of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21.  Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Sat., May 12, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4+ km
moderate pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side
Trail.  There are some hills.  No dogs please.
Meet at the trail entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.  Russ
Burton 905-830-2862.

Sat., May 12  Charity BBQ   M&M Meats
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Benefitting Crohn’s and
Colitis research.

Sat. May 12, 5 - 7 PM - St. Paul's Annual
Old Time Baked Ham and Scalloped
Potatoes Supper including Veg, Delicious
Desserts, Tea, Coffee and Juice. Adults $ 12,
Children ( 5 - 12) $ 6, Preschoolers Free. All
welcome. St. Paul's Anglican Church, 59
Toronto St. S. Advance tickets available at the
church office or buy at door. Helping to fund

church & community outreach projects.
Sponsored by Mens Fellowship Group.

Sat., May 12  Home & Garden Show &
Sale  St. Paul’s, Leaskdale, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sponsored by The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society. The Show will feature antiques, gift-
ware, food items, hand created clothing, garden
art and plants. Admission $2.
Speakers: 10 a.m. -- Bob Shepherd “Gardening
E x p e r i e n c e s ”
11.30 a.m. -- Lisa Finch “Recreating Vintage
F i n d s ”
2.00 p.m. -- Carol Ditomaso “Moving a
Perennial Garden, Starting Over”. The Home
and Garden Show also includes Maud's Attic,
and the LMMSO Tearoom.

Sat., May 12  Bon Accord 7.30 pm.Trinity
United Church invites you to a concert featuring
our new minister Kirby Constable along with
three family members to an evening of Celtic,
Roots and Folk music. Free will offering and
refreshments. 

Sat., May 12 Greenbank Folk Music
Society 8 PM - Juno nominee and "man of a
thousand songs", Ron Hynes. Tickets $ 25. Call
905-985-8351. Greenbank Centennial Hall,
Hwy 12, Greenbank

May 12-15 Friends of Uxbridge Library
Book Sale This semi-annual event will be held
during regular library hours in the lower level of
the Uxbridge Public Library.  Great reading at
fabulous prices!

Tues., May 15 Uxbridge Senior Citizens'
Club TEA 1:00 pm Please Bring your Mug.
New Members Welcome $5.00 pp.

Sat., May 19, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges

Trail Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km
moderate pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.
No dogs please.  Meet at the trail entrance on
the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161. 

Light'n Up Laughter Club (FRIDAY'S) -
FUN for the whole family!! Kick-off your
weekend with a big dose of laughs and inspira-
tion. You'll participate in improv-based activities
that will build confidence, enhance self-esteem
and is guaranteed to get you laughing! The
activities will help you to react in the moment,
decrease stress and will ignite your happy.
Your kids will love to LAUGH and PLAY with you
every Friday! (Offered till the end of JUNE)
Family Drop-in: 7pm - 8pm $15/family, $10 for
2 family members. Adult Drop-in: 8pm - 9pm
$10/pp. Location: BNNK Martial Arts Studio
(Main Floor of Testa Bldg. 2 Campbell Drive,
Uxbridge) 1-888-LAF-LOTS 

Invitation to Meditation All are welcome to
practice meditation at the Siloam Community
Centre every 1st and 3rd Thursday starting at
7:00 pm. By donation. call (905) 852-9974
www.invitationtomeditation.ca

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good spring and
summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m.
Sunday.
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Tiger Talk

ONGOING

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Teens and Mental Health 
Part 2:  Help at USS

by Charlotte Damus

Guidance counsellors are a great
resource for kids who have any sort
of problem, major or minor.
Whether it is in their home life or at
school, the counsellors are there to
listen to what you have to say. If it is
a minor issue they can provide strate-
gies to help you cope and if it's a
major issue they will be able to refer
you to a doctor, or someone trained
in dealing with your issue. USS has a
psychologist and a social worker who
come in once a week that you can
talk to as well. The counsellors are
always there to listen if you need to
fill in the gaps between sessions with
another counsellor. 

“I am happy to say that kids do
come in on their own and talk to us,”
says Mrs. Allen, the grade nine guid-
ance counsellor. Teachers sometimes
point the kids towards the office and
notify the counsellors about a specif-
ic kid, but mostly they come in on
their own. 

One of the biggest concerns that
the counsellors see is kids coming in
to talk about things completely out
of their control. Parents getting
divorces or deaths of close family
members and friends are huge con-
tributing factors. They also try to
help kids who they see coping in
ways that aren't recommended, i.e.
substance abuse, self injury. These
are major signs of low self esteem,
depression and anxiety. If any suici-

dal student enters guidance, they are
sent straight to the hospital to get
serious help. 

If you notice a friend isn't acting
like themselves, has a sudden change
in eating habits, appearance, and/or
behaviour you should notify an
adult, even if your friend has asked
you not to. They need help right
away. 

“I've never seen someone not for-
give a friend,” says Mrs. Allen. Listen
without judgement when your friend
tries to talk to you about their issues. 
Some warning signs:
• Dramatic change in behaviour
• Withdrawal from activities they
love: academic to not caring, social
to anti-social.
• Change in eating habits
• Not wanting to get out of bed
• Withdrawal from their world

USS has taken part in raising mental
heath awareness. S.O.S (Stomping
out Stigma) hosted T.A.M.I. shortly
after March break. Speakers came to
the school, posters went up, and
daily announcements were made.
Durham Distress came to specific
classes and spoke about suicide pre-
vention. Another group, involving
students, will be holding an evening
of remembrance, which will also
focus on suicide prevention. Teachers
also receive training on mental
health awareness. They attend a sui-
cide prevention talk called Safe Talk
coordinated by the Uxbridge Youth
Centre.

The SLAM program focused on
mental health during the mental
health week to help get kids

involved. The school was accepted
into the 'Jack Project'. This project
was founded by a father whose son
committed suicide at University.
This is also to raise awareness. 

There is a mental health toolkit in
the guidance office for both teachers
and students to use as a resource.
Whether you are experiencing a
mental health issue yourself or you
know someone who is, you can go
there and find out more about it.
The information is a very good
resource and it is written in simple,
easy to understand language. 

Something new this year that Mrs.
Allen mentioned was that the guid-
ance teachers assigned to each grade
this year will be progressing with the
students as they move through high
school. For example, Mrs. Allen,
presently the grade nine counsellor,
will become the grade ten one next
year. This way, the counsellors will
know your history and what you've
gone through if you go to them for
help at any time. You won't have to
explain your story each year. 

There are many resources to go to if
you need help: 
• Kids Help Phone
• Crisis Services
• Sexual Health Clinic
• Distress Centre Durham
• 211
If you think you need help but don't
know where to start, talk to some-
one. Go to a parent, or go to the
guidance office. Get help before it's
too late.

Coming Up

905-852-1750

705-644-3005

QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

AND SERVICE

• Custom Design &
Woodworking

• Outdoor Structures
• Renovations & Additions
• Fireplace Refacing
• Property Management
• Handyman Services

“Specializing in Unique and 
One-of-a-Kind Solutions”

Info@northwoodservices.ca



Quilts used to be thought of solely
as something to keep you warm in
bed, as something made by
Grandma that you slept under at the
cottage. While we still enjoy those
antiques, quilts are now used every
day and have become an integral
part of modern home decor. They
decorate beds, sofas, tables and walls
throughout the home, and while
they keep us cosy in front of the TV
they add warmth and texture to our
rooms. Fibre artists of today create
wonderful pieces depicting scenes,
evoking memories, expressing feel-
ings and emotions. The beautiful
designer fabrics of today get made
into stylish bags, jackets and per-
sonal accessories.

The Port Perry Patchers are pre-
senting a two-day quilt show May
11 and 12 at the Scugog Arena with
beautifully crafted quilts of all sizes
and themes for you to admire and
study. From artistic pieces loaded
with colourful threads, shiny beads,
textured cording, dianthus ribbon

and embroidered embellishments to
huge king-size traditional bed quilts,
you will find quilts to admire.

The quilt guild
has been meeting
for 26 years, grow-
ing to 90 members
coming from
Uxbridge to
Oshawa and
everywhere in
between. They
serve as active
community par-
ticipants by donat-
ing to many chari-
ties each year; the
most recent col-
laboration is with
the new Uxbridge-
Scugog Animal
Shelter, making
animal beds and a
gorgeous quilt for
their fundraising
efforts. You can
buy raffle tickets at
the show.

Check out the
Silent Auction,
where you can bid
on incredible artis-
tic pieces and pop
in to the Guild
Shoppe where you
can buy hand-
crafted gifts,baby
blocks, wallets,
totes, iPad cases,
table runners,
placemats, aprons
and make-up bags.
There will be 10
vendors selling
fabric, patterns,
books, projects
and sewing
machines – bring

your scissors to get them sharp-
ened. You will find something
perfect for Mother’s Day! In fact,

taking your mom may be the perfect
gift of your time and company.

Visit the show Friday May 11,
10am to 8 pm and Saturday May
12, 10am to 5 pm at the Scugog
Community Arena, Port Perry.
Admission is $7.

Renting out 
your second home

If you have a winter or summer res-
idence that lays empty during the
off-season, you may consider rent-
ing it out when you aren’t using it.
This can provide you with some
additional income and, having
someone else in your empty home
means extra security when you can’t
be there in person.
Making rental arrangements
There are typically two methods of
advertising your property - word-of-
mouth advertising or placing an ad
in a vacation home paper or web-
site. Many people look to rentals so
they can enjoy a vacation without
the long-term commitment of own-
ing. You’ll need to find someone
whom you can trust to keep the
place in good order.

Eligible expenses for your second
home
You may incur additional expenses
to rent or prepare to rent your sec-
ond home when you aren’t using it,
and you can generally deduct those
that you pay ahead of time, in the
current tax year, including:
• Advertising - If you post rental ads
in your local paper or online, you
can deduct these costs.
• Insurance - The premiums you
pay for coverage on your second
home for the period you intend to
rent it out.
• Services - You can deduct the costs
of hydro, water and other utilities
that relate to the rental period. That
said, you cannot deduct the value of
your own labour, land transfer taxes,
mortgage principal and penalties.
As well, you will likely not want to
claim capital cost allowance (depre-
ciation for tax purposes) because

this would limit your ability to des-
ignate this property as your princi-
pal residence to potentially shelter
the gain on your second home in
the future.
Protecting your second home
As with any rental agreement, there
are a few precautions you can take
to ensure your property and posses-
sions stay in top condition. These
include:
• Installing a safe or security closet
for valuables, or removing them
entirely.
• Taking date-stamped “before” pic-
tures of each room, and outside
areas such as docks, garages, sheds
and driveways.
• Installing a lock for the pool,
garage, boathouse or other risk-
prone areas.
• Installing a year-round security
system. Set up custom, time-limited
security codes so that every new ten-

ant’s access code can only be used
for the period in which they are
scheduled to stay.
• Consulting your lawyer to draft a
renter’s agreement, in which the
terms of the stay, costs and account-
ability in the event of damage or
injury, are clearly outlined.
• Consider working with a rep-
utable rental agency that is well
experienced in renting seasonal
properties.
Renting property in the U.S.
If your summer or winter home is in
the U.S., you can rent it out as well,
but be aware that there are addition-
al requirements for U.S. tax report-
ing on the rental income. U.S. tax
laws can be more complex than
Canadian ones, so if this situation
applies to you, visit www.irs.gov for
more detailed information.
Finding more information
You may well be looking forward to
the benefits of renting out your sec-
ond home while you spend the sea-
son elsewhere. Before you start, be

aware of your responsibilities by vis-
iting the CRA website at www.cra-
arc.gc.ca and reading T4036 Rental
Income Tax Guide. You can access
this link by clicking on
“Information for Individuals” from
the left-side navigation, then select-
ing “Homeowners” on the left side
of the page.

Above all, work with your profes-
sional legal and tax advisors to
ensure that your own interests are
taken care of. 

This article is supplied by Douglas
Chant, CMA, CFP and Stephen
Snoddon, FMA, InvestmentAdvisors
with RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
This article is for information purpos-
es only. Please consult with a profes-
sional tax or legal advisor before tak-
ing any action based on information
in this  article.
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

   Ashley Armstrong   Ashley Armstrong   416.671.3249    asharmstrong676@hotmail.com 

~Colour Consultation ~Space Planning 
~Blinds and Shutters ~Custom Draperies 

~Furniture and Finishes 
~Kitchen and Washroom Design 

  Interior Design Services 

RIGHT HAND
MAN

Uxbridge - Cell
647-333-7746

DECKS & FENCES

Your Best Man
for the Job!

www.myrighthandman.ca

Dollars and $ense

Quilters gather in Port Perry
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

“Let every living creature
praise the Lord. Shout
praises to the Lord!”  

- 1 Peter 5:7

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

CHECK

US

OUT
ISN'T IT TIME YOU

OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

www.biblesociety.ca

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Lawn
•

Garden
•

Estate

Jonathan Head
jkhead@sympatico.ca

905-852-3394

Classified

Licenced 
Electrical Contractor
• Residential • Commercial 

• Industrial

416-346-8501

Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL
OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT:
Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries, propane
tanks, any type of wire, BBQs, computers,
plumbing fixture, pianos, cars, trucks, boats,
trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers,
motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR
SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out
sheds, barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-
952-9844 or 905-473-1907.  6/6

Services

HANDYMAN SERVICE: Painting (Int.-Ext.),
tiling, drywall, carpentry, trim, plumbing, odd
jobs, installation & repair.  905-852-1424.
5/24
D.J. PAVING:  Driveway preparation and
paving, repairs, parking lots, lawn rolling, skid-
ster work. Free estimates. 905-904-3769.
5/10
THE GARDEN MAIDS Not enough time for
your Gardening, Weeding, Clean-up and
Planting etc.? Let us help you. Reasonable
rates, call Sandi or Rebecca. 905-640-0609
416-886-0546. 5/17
RINA’S CLEANING: Made easy! No time to
clean? Having guests? Call me and let me make
it easier. Uxbridge 647-980-7609.  5/17

Wanted

OLD LUMBER WANTED: Are you consider-
ing taking down an old building, or have old
lumber sitting around? Call us first. Brian 905
852 2275. 5/3
CEDAR FENCE POSTS: 6” top, 9 ft. long,
905-852-7634.  5/10
DO YOU HAVE ANY "GOOD STUFF" that
you would like to donate to the 8th Annual
Roxy Kids In Action "Good Stuff Sale" Saturday
May 26th at 9 am to 1 pm at the Roxy? All
proceeds this year will be going towards the

new  Animal Shelter fund. Please call or email
Cathy at 416-989-6963 or
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com or contact a
Roxy Kid in Action in your neighbourhood. We
can arrange pick up of your "good stuff" or you
can drop it off at the Roxy on May 26th at 8
am.  5/24
HELP NEEDED TO RESCUE CATS/KIT-
TENS: Looking for homes/foster
homes/secure barns so we can save more lives.
Please call Nicola # 416 989 7005. 5/10

For Sale

CEDAR LOGS FOR FENCING: 18' long, 6-
8" in diameter. $10 each. Doug at 905-640-
6006.  5/17
8-FT. CEDAR FENCE POSTS: Approx. 700
available, $5 each for pickup, $6 each to deliv-
er within 50 km. radius. Call Carl 647-278-
4321.  5/3
FRIDGE:  Kenmore elite, white, 3 door, bottom
freezer, filtered water inside, deli-drawer, new
compressor & fan. $1200 obo.  905-852-3280.
5/3
WALL OVEN: magic Chef, electronic control,
self-clean, white glass front. $200 obo. 905-
852-3280. 5/3
COOKTOP: Kenmore elite, black glass. $150
obo. 905-852-3280.  5/3
WIRE - 50 cents /foot, plus small bales of hay.
905-852-7634.  5/10
KILN:  Duncan - The Teacher Plus - Model
DA820, volts AC240, max temp. 2300F, 24
amps, 5700 watts, Cone 8, new, never uncrat-
ed, $700. Plus antique butter churn, $450.
905-852-4727. 5/10

Vehicles for Sale

2000 SIERRA TRUCK: Regular cab and box,
6 cyl, AC, 198,000 km, runs great, some body
damage. Good for yard/farm work. $2850.
905-642-7282.  5/3
SCOOTER: 3-wheel electric, Fortress Model

2001. Good condition. $450. 905-852-3442.
5/10

For Rent

LARGE KENNISIS LAKE, HALIBURTON,
COTTAGE 5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms perfect
for two families. Lots of windows overlooking
the lake, dock, large deck, patios, fully
equipped. Full weeks and weekends from as
low as $1500 1-800-796-3485. 5/3
LARGE HAY STORAGE AREAS, July.  Horse
stalls and pasture, available immediately.  905-
852-7634.  5/10
COTTAGE FOR RENT - HALIBURTON
AREA - Beautiful cottage located on Kushog
Lake with a clean sandy beach, (great for kids)
4 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, fully equipped with a
dishwasher, BBQ, satelite TV and a paddle boat.
All you need to bring is your linens and food.
$1050 per week. Call or email for availability
905-852-1106 or kj.calbert@yahoo.com
5/10

Community Events

ELVIS:  Ryleepuss Productions
Presents Elvis. Staring Jay Zanier,
May 25 Music Hall. Tickets Sugar Fx.
For info call Mike 905-852-1836.
5/10
MASSIVE GARAGE SALE: Sat., May 5
(rain date May 6), 8 a.m., 39 Foxfire Chase
and neighbours. Tools, household, collectibles.
Call 905-852-1233.  5/3
LARGE YARD SALE: Sat., May 5, 8 am - 1
pm. 91 Second Ave.  Lots of everything. 5/3
GARAGE SALE: Saturday MAY 5 (7AM -
12PM), 14 North Street, Uxbridge. Kitchen
ware, China, Furniture, Camping gear, clothes,
and more!  5/3



Can't imagine the feeling a parent must
have hearing from their child that a fel-
low student had arrived at school with a
loaded .38-calibre pistol in his backpack.
I have two grandchildren in school and
the sick feeling that swept through my
body was hard to handle.

Then I thought how lucky they attend
Uxbridge Public School and the chances
of this happening is, hopefully, a big
zero.

But not so in some schools in Toronto
and that is exactly what happened last
week. Fortunately the principal stepped
in to break up a confrontation and found
the pistol when checking one boy's back-
pack and called the police. Had this not
happened, imagine how different and
terrifying the end story might have been.

Much of the shock came in knowing
that a young student could get his hands
on a gun like this in the first place. After
all, this is Canada and we do not have

the love of guns like our neighbours in
the United States. The right to bear arms
is alive and well and as long as the pow-
erful National Rifle Association exists,
that is not likely to change. 

Also in Florida they have the constitu-
tional right to defend themselves if they
feel their life is in danger. If you can
prove you were defending yourself from
being killed, you can actually kill some-
one and not be charged with murder.
Unbelievable.

The recent much publicized case of a
young black man being shot and killed
by a self-appointed neighbourhood
watchman is a classic example. He was
told by the 911 operator not to chase
down the young man as police were on
their way. As you know, he ignored that
order and the young black man was
killed. The shooter pleaded self-defense
and it was several weeks before authori-
ties bowed to public outrage and charges
were laid.

There was a heated argument between
several locals and myself at happy hour
in Florida involving the right to bear
arms. One man finally said “do you
know there are more guns per capita in
Canada than in the U.S.” I disagreed,
even though he was backed up by a few
of his friends.

Next day I checked it out on the net
and put the question to Wikipedia and
arrived the next day to prove him wrong.
The chart covered guns in 50 countries
and I was shocked when I read that, for
every 100 persons in the U.S., there were
88 guns. I looked around the bar and
wondered if pistol-packing mommas sur-
rounded me. Canada was well down the
list with 38 guns per 100. The figure for
the UK was a very low 7 per 100, which
probably explains why, for years, police
were not armed.

Even though I received a free cold one
from my attacker, it didn't give me a
good feeling to know that in many parts
of our friendly nation to the south they
still live with the 'wild west' attitude.
And being armed is a right they will
never give up.

Sad. It seems to me there is a saying
“live by the gun, die by the gun” and,
sadly, because of our lax immigration
laws the city of Toronto is heading down
that path.
--------------

It was a busy, and fun, time on the
banks of Elgin Pond Saturday as young
and old arrived to catch the 'big one'
during the Huck Finn Fishing Derby.

This event that has been going for 10
years seems to grow every year, and those
who work very hard to make it a success
deserve a huge pat on the back. Heading
the pack is Pat Higgins, of Canada Tire,
who has been a huge supporter from day
one. And this year was no different. Pat
made sure that every young person fish-
ing received a fun gift and I hear that
every child who caught a fish went home
with a new rod and reel compliments of
Canadian Tire.

But the winning trout, which weighed
in at 2 lb., was caught by the same female
angler who won last year. A highlight
this year was the unveiling of the attrac-
tive concrete 'trout' monument (painted
by local artisdt Joanne Hutchinson)
marking the 10th anniversary of this fun
event.
------------------------
Our local representative in Ottawa, MP

Bev Oda, finds herself in hot water once
again; this time it was not so much what

she said as what she did, 
At a conference in London, England,

she cancelled her room where the confer-
ence was being held and moved over to
the five-star Savoy Hotel where she
enjoyed a $16 glass of orange juice and
then hired a limo to take her back and
forth to the conference - charging all this
to the Canadian taxpayer.
Agreed she has offered an apology to the

Canadian taxpayers and reimbursed
them for the added expense. But this was
a weak move as most Canadians realize
that she only did this because she was
caught.
This isn't the first time Oda has been in

hot water abusing her position as a
Cabinet Minister. Her love of limos has
put her in hot water many times. She
paid back over $2,000 for limos when
she attended the Juno awards in Halifax
and in 2008 she was accused of not dis-
closing $17,000 in other limo expenses.

Sadly, this isn't an isolated case when it
comes to politicians and bureaucrats
using tax dollars to live the high life style
when traveling on government business.
It happens all the time. Some get caught,
some don't.

So what does this mean for Bev Oda?
The scuttlebutt coming out of Ottawa,
especially from friends in the press
gallery, is that she will not be part of the
next Harper cabinet. Too bad because in
spite of her spending problems she has
been a good member for our riding and
our community has benefited on many
occasions when she went to bat for proj-
ects that were being pushed by Uxbridge
council.

But politics at the top level of govern-
ment in Canada is a tough business and
you get very few chances to embarrass
the government. When you run out of
those chances it results in being shipped
to the backbenches. Only time will tell
whether this will be Bev Oda's fate. 
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for uxperience at the Music Hall. Last week’s

viewpoint (lower photo) was  the lawn of Udora

United Church; it was guessed by Peggy Kennedy of

Uxbridge.  We’ll have the answer to the upper photo

next week.    Photos by Conrad Boyce.

Specializing in

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

GOING

 
GREEN

AT
 
 410 AUTO

 
 
 

 

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

REFRESHMENTS & GOODIES!
FREE WILL OFFERING

20 FIRST AVENUE,  UXBRIDGE

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
Uxbridge

LIVE
at the

A TASTE OF CELTIC � ROOTS � FOLK 
SATURDAY, MAY 12 th 7 :30 P.M.

 

PROFESSIONAL SHARED OFFICE

SPACE CLOSE TO HOME

TRADE
THIS...

FOR
THIS

SPEND LESS TIME IN THE CAR AND MORE TIME 
WORKING PRODUCTIVELY: JUST MINUTES FROM YOUR FRONT DOOR.

JOIN US FOR OUR UXBRIDGE GRAND OPENING
SATURDAY MAY 5TH - OPEN HOUSE (1 - 5 PM)

99 Brock Street West (above Pace Credit Union - rear entrance)
Snacks and refreshments will be served.

www.treehousebusinesscentres.com
Limited Memberships Available

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
who attended the Retirement Party held on April 20 in
honour of my retirement from the Uxbridge Fire
Department. The evening was Amazing and
Overwhelming. My family and I shall remember it forever.

Thank you,
TONY PECK, Deputy Chief (Retired)

Stemp’s Stew column by Harry Stemp



Putting
Putting is the most important part of scoring. Putting is the most per-
sonal part of golf. There are some key points to all great putters.
Good putters all hold the club with a soft grip. Apply minimal pres-
sure on the grip. All great putters have their eyes directly over the
ball. To ensure your eyes are over the ball set up in your putting
stance, place the ball over your eye then let it drop if the ball lands
in front of your putter you are set to go. To help with your stroke
building momentum practice just pushing the ball into the hole from
a few feet away. Move the putter back and duplicate this feeling.
Spend more time at the putting green when practicing and watch

your scores lower. For this tip and other great tips
consult your local CPGA pro.
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spring
studio
tour2012
Saturday May 5 • Sunday May 6 • 10 am to 5 pm

Brochures (with map) will be
available at most Port Perry 
businesses & public venues
Info: 905-985-7418      

www.scugogstudiotour.ca

29 juried artists and artisans 
invite the public to a 
self-guided tour    

FREE ADMISSION

Celebrate Mother’s Day early at the
Lake Scugog

TIPS FOR BETTER GOLF
BY DARRICK HARROP, HEAD PRO

FOXBRIDGE GOLF COURSE WRONG

RIGHT
The prize-winning entry by Alexis Bruno McKinney, age 10, in the Select Art
Galleries Easter Art Contest, Grade 5-8 category.


