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A DAPPER DINER - York Durham Heritage Railway volunteer Matthew Erwood (in the orange vest) enthusiastically raves to train fans Mark (left) and Graeme Melcher about the YDHR’s coming season, which will include
the railway’s first ever dining car. The season opens this Sunday, with the diner making its premiere June 9th. For menu details, see our story on page 6. Photo by Nancy Melcher.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for June

Monday, June 3rd
COMMITTEE    9:30 a.m.

Monday, June 10th
COUNCIL     9:30 a.m.

7:30 p.m. Public Meeting 
re: Proposed Firearms By-law

Monday, June 17th
COMMITTEE     9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, June 19th
Committee of Adjustment 7:00 p.m.

Monday, June 24th 
COUNCIL     7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon request. Please fill out the
Request for Alternate Formats Form at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility
Coordinator at 905-852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747, ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30) 

HOLIDAYS are coming…DAILY classes and fun
events will be offered EVERY day during July
and August for a nominal cost, as in PREVI-
OUS years. Two babysitting courses are
planned as well. WEEK LONG CAMPS for kids
entering grds. 1-4, week of Mon. July 15-19 and
Mon.Aug.19-23. Bring along a lunch and
snacks for this. Team building skills,creative
activities, laptop time/training, crafts, problem
solving,and self expression, with time to
explore the library! Watch for more details,
including newsletters, to be distributed to area
schools. Pre-registration for all of the above
opens on Mon. June 3.

GO!: TD Summer Reading Club 2013 Students
entering grades 2-7 are invited to join this
FREE club running all summer long.  Kick-off
day is Wed. July 3 at 2:00 pm. and get- togeth-
ers are planned every week to explore, imagine
and share experiences, of places close to
home and those far away. Crafts, games, and
activities complement a special passport to fill
up with sticker stamps, as books are complet-
ed. Loads of fun!!  A reading booklet will also
be available in the Children's Dept. for pre-
schoolers.

TEEN SUMMER READING: A great time to
catch up on favourite authors and try new
ones! Titles to be announced later this month.
For more information, and to see blog posts
from previous years, check out our website:
http://uxlib.com/teenreading or call Corrinne at
905-852-9747.  Watch for us to visit your school
to talk more about this cool holiday activity.      

GOOGLING FOR GENEALOGY: Thur. June 2,
7-9:00 p.m. Guest speaker: Marion Press,
O.I.S.E. Librarian and Genealogist. Everyone
welcome. For details call Eileen, 905-852-6973.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK SALE: OFF-
SITE at ST. ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, due to renovations at the library.
June 7,1-8:00; June 8,10-5:00; June 9,12-5:00.
Great buys!

STREET SWEEPING
Street sweeping will be continuing in
the upcoming weeks, weather permit-
ting, and will take 6 - 8 weeks to com-
plete. Please try not to park on the
streets during this time. Please leave
the sand on the road as there will not
be any special pick up of sand left in
piles or in pails. It is acceptable to rake
any sand that has accumulated on the
boulevard into the curb and gutter
prior to the sweeping of the street.
Any areas that are missed due to
parked cars will be redone after all
sweeping is complete.  

Below is the schedule for sweeping:
1.  S/E corner of town - COMPLETED
2.  N/E corner of town - COMPLETED
3.  Rural subdivisions and hamlets
4.  N/W corner of town
5.  S/W corner of town
6.  Town parking lots

(The town portion is divided into 4
areas with the Brock & Main Street
intersection as the centre point.)

UXBRIDGE HISTORICAL CENTRE

UPCOMING EVENTS

• Sat., June 1 Scavenger Hunt &
Geocaching Children's Program
• Sat., June 1  Past & Presents Artisans'
Spring Sale at the Centre
• June 8 - Sept. 29  Freemasonry: A History
Hidden in Plain Sight travel-
ling exhibit at the Centre
• Sat. June 15
Discovering Your Family
Tree Children's Program

The Historical Centre is located at 7239
Concession Rd. 6, just north of the round-
about at Durham Road 8. Please visit our
website www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com
or contact the museum at 905-852-5854 or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca for more
details.

 

VOLUNTEERS OF UXBRIDGE!

• North Durham Relay For Life ~ June
7th and 8th 
• Canada Day Uxbridge ~ July 1st 
• Rib Fest ~ July 18th-22nd 
• Highlands of Durham Games ~ July
25th-29th 
• Uxbridge Fall Fair ~ September 27th 
• Uxbridge Scugog Animal Shelter ~
Ongoing 
• Habitat for Humanity ~ Ongoing 
• Africycle ~ Ongoing 

To register as an official volunteer with
Volunteers Of Uxbridge, or to inquire
about local events requiring assistance,
please contact Rebecca Harman at
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca  or visit our
Facebook Page (~ Volunteers Of
Uxbridge ) for up to date volunteer
opportunities and event contacts!

UXBRIDGE SUMMER CAMPS!

Hurry! Hurry! Get your %5 discount per
camp registration, AND a FREE camp t-
shirt before May 31st! We have some-
thing for everyone ages 3-15 with over
25 specialty camp programs! WE LOVE
UX CAMPS! 
• Website: www.town.uxbridge.on.ca 
• Email:  Rebecca Harman
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca 
• Phone: 905 852 7831 

FROM THE TAX DEPARTMENT

Now is the time to enroll in our Monthly or
Installment Pre-Authorized Plan for prop-
erty taxes.  

To be eligible for this program, your tax
account must be paid in full.

Application Forms are available on our
website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca sec-
tion Department - Treasury - Tax
Information or at the Tax Department.
The deadline to submit your Application is

May 31, 2013.

TENDER NO. U13-15

PAVEMENT LINE PAINTING

Tenders may be picked up at the Municipal
Office, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge,
Ontario for the supply and placement of
parking lot markings, transverse markings
and longitudinal pavement markings.

Tenders will be received until Tuesday,
May 28, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. local time.

Debbie Leroux, Clerk

Lowest or any tender not 
necessarily accepted. 

Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society &
Centre Public Meeting and AGM

Please join the Uxbridge-Scott Historical
Society on Wed June 5th, 7 pm at the
Uxbridge Historical Centre Schoolhouse -
7239 Concession Road 6 for our June Public
Meeting. We will start with our Annual
General Meeting and then representatives of
the Uxbridge Fall Fair will give a presenta-
tion on the history of the Fair and the excit-
ing events that will be happening this year!
Light refreshments will be served and dona-
tions will be accepted. For more information
contact the museum at 905-852-5854 or
oard@uxbridgescotthistoricalsociety.ca

Employment Opportunities
Tourism Centre 

June 26th - September 1st 
30 hours / week

The Township of Uxbridge is seeking a
responsible, enthusiastic person to work
at the Uxbridge Historical Centre and
Tourism Centre. This is a contract posi-
tions for the dates listed above, working
Wednesday - Sunday and some special
events. 
Duties:
• Launching the Tourism Ambassador
Program and managing volunteers 
• Coordinating tourism promotion at spe-
cial events 
• Administrative duties 
• Conduct tours of the heritage building(s) 
Qualifications:
• Excellent computer skills 
• Experience working with the public 
• Knowledge of Uxbridge's history, trails
and local events 
Resumes due June 10th before noon and
can be dropped off at the Uxbridge
Township office 51 Toronto Street South,
Uxbridge L9P 1T1 *Please note there is
an after hours drop off box at the front
entrance.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
FOR PROPOSED DISCHARGE 

OF FIREARMS BY-LAW

DATE: Monday, June 10th, 2013
PLACE: Council Chambers, Town Hall
TIME:  7:30p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

PURPOSE The purpose of the public meeting
is to provide information on the proposed
Discharge of Firearms By-law and permit the
public to obtain information on specific provi-
sions of the By-law. 
BACKGROUND The purpose of the Discharge
of Firearms By-law is to prohibit firearms
and/or regulate the use in certain areas under
certain conditions for the purposes of public
safety within the Township.

The proposed Discharge of Firearms By-law
will include provisions such as;
-14 individual schedules which establishes
“Prohibited” areas in which a Firearms or bow
can not be discharged.
- Having in his or her possession all necessary
licenses required by the Province of Ontario
and the Federal Government to permit him or
her to carry and discharge a Firearm or Bow.
- Provisions for the protection of property.
- A section for exceptions to the by-law ie. An
officer in the performance of duties, firing of
blank ammunitions.  
- Specific times of operation for the Skeet and
Trap Shooting club in the Township.  

Copies of the proposed Discharge of
Firearms By-law will be available online on

the Township's Website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca and at the

Clerk's Department in the Township Office 
prior to the Public meeting.

Andre Gratton 
Manager of Municipal Law Enforcement



Loyalty is fine, 
integrity is better

It has been six months since Erin
O'Toole was elected as our member
of Parliament - time enough for
him to learn the ropes and time
enough for him to now answer
some tough questions.

Mr. O'Toole has contributed
three columns to The Cosmos since
being sent to Ottawa and, under-
standably for a new boy, they have
been somewhat lightweight in
nature. I was disappointed, howev-
er, by the way he addressed the
attack ad against the new Liberal
leader, Justin Trudeau, in his last
report. 

He said it was legitimate "to chal-
lenge the track records, ideas, expe-
rience and judgment" of members
of Parliament sitting on the oppo-
site side of the House. Fair enough.
But he glosses over the fact that his
party's attack ad against Mr.

Trudeau was sneering, snide, con-
temptuous and, indeed, dishonest,
taking Trudeau quotes out of con-
text as it did. Even more disap-
pointing, though, is the way he has
seems to have quickly taken up the
mantra of the current incarnation
of the Conservative party - "They
did it first!" - by pointing out that
his Liberal opponent used negative
tactics in the by-election. This has
become the modus operandi of the
Harper government in its attempts
to distract attention away from its
own shortcomings

If Mr. O'Toole is buying into
that tactic, does he believe that
Evander Holyfield should have bit-
ten Mike Tyson's nose off because
Tyson bit first? Or maybe that all
Tour de France competitors should
have taken performance-enhancing
drugs because Lance Armstrong
did it first? Of course he doesn't.
People of integrity do not resort to
underhanded tactics simply
because someone else has done it

first. In fact, I haven't heard of any
of Mr. O'Toole's constituents
receiving a printed version of the
attack ad against Mr. Trudeau, even
though the Conservative party has
made it available to its MPs as a
"ten-percenter". That implies
integrity on Mr. O'Toole's part.
And integrity is the key word here.

At what point does one compro-
mise one's integrity in order to
remain loyal to one's party or
leader? When, if ever, does a mem-
ber of Parliament call out his party
for doing something he knows is
wrong or unethical?

Unfortunately, if any member of
any party were to do such a thing,
his (or her) political career aspira-
tions would suffer a serious setback,
because loyalty to the party leader
is paramount. Unquestioning sub-
servience to the party leader wasn't
always the way it was in Canada,
but now it has become the only
way politics is conducted, both at
the federal and provincial levels. In

such a scenario, the constituents'
interests always run a poor second
to party interests.

Is that why Mr. O'Toole went to
Ottawa, or did he really mean it
when he said he was seeking elec-
tion to represent the residents of
Durham riding? If it is the latter,
then perhaps he would look at the
following short list and choose just
one item to explain - or criticize -
to the satisfaction of his con-
stituents: the Duffy/Wright affair;
the robocalls affair; the missing
$3.1 billion; the temporary foreign
worker fiasco. Will he defend - or
criticize - his party's ethics in the
way they have handled these files?

Failing that, I offer one more sub-
ject for Mr. O'Toole to comment
on. It has become standard operat-
ing procedure for ministers in the
Harper cabinet not to answer ques-
tions from the opposition during
Question Period. They deflect,
attack and otherwise dodge legiti-
mate questions. Case in point:

w h e n
N D P
L e a d e r
T h o m a s
Mu l c a i r
asked a
question about the Duffy/Wright
situation in Question Period on
Monday, Heritage Minister James
Moore responded by asking how
many NDP members haven't paid
their taxes. Deflect, attack, dodge,
but never answer.

I know Durham riding is a
Conservative riding and has been
for quite some time, but it seems to
me there must be Conservatives
who are also questioning the gov-
ernment's performance in regard to
these subjects and would like to
hear something other than the
standard distractions and talking
points.

Tell me, am I wrong?

by Mary Dube

Like music, the Oak Ridges
Moraine flows through our lives in
many ways, and Uxbridge contin-
ues to play a key note in protect-
ing this valuable resource.
Uxbridge is situated about mid-
way along the 160 km long Oak
Ridges Moraine. Fourteen years
ago, local citizens and private
landowners, intent on helping to
protect the Moraine's natural
beauty, formed the Oak Ridges
Moraine Land Trust, a volunteer,
charitable organization. On
Saturday, June 8, at 7:00 pm, you
can support the work of the Land

Trust by attending a fundraising
event, "Music for the Moraine", at
the Uxbridge Music Hall.

The Moraine holds the headwa-
ters of 65 rivers and streams, and
is also home to a rich diversity of
plants, mammals, birds, butterflies
and more. Over 88 species are rare
or endangered.

The natural music of the
Moraine grows quieter with the
loss of another bird, plant or ani-
mal species. Where is the harmony
between the need to both use and
protect the very elements of an
area that hold us here in the first
place? 
While the Oak Ridges Moraine is

“protected” with provincial legisla-
tion, such protection is not with-
out flaws and weaknesses.
Roughly 90% of the Moraine is in
private ownership and the true
answer to protection lies in the
hands of individual citizens. To
date, caring land owners have pro-
tected 3,477 acres through the
Land Trust, with 688 acres and
counting in Uxbridge Township.
With legally binding, perpetual
agreements called "easements",
natural features of properties are
preserved even when the proper-
ties change hands. 

With your support, the work of
the Land Trust can continue to
benefit each and every one of us.
Music for the Moraine is hosted
by Stephen Leahy, our globe-trot-
ting, internationally respected
environmental writer who lives in
Uxbridge. 

Uxbridge's own Darrin Davis
Band will perform as he has a firm
belief in the Moraine and says
“The amazing trails in and around
Uxbridge are a big part of the rea-
son my wife Amy and I moved to
this area.  We fell in love with the
beautiful natural landscape and
the trails also helped me rediscov-
er my love of photography.  The
Moraine breathes life into both
my visual art and music.”  

The evening will also feature
Canadian Country Music
Association multiple award win-
ner Wendell Ferguson.  Wendell's
travels across Canada have provid-
ed material for his unforgettable,

satirical lyrics which are woven
together with his superb guitar
work. Playful and  funny,
Wendell is a popular performer on
the alternate country and folk cir-
cuits. The fun is well balanced
with his love and belief in music.
"The right song can bind people
together, in a cause, in a mood, in
a memory."
Tickets are available at $30 each
from Blue Heron Books, or you
can call the Land Trust office 905-

833-3171 ext 30 to reserve by
credit card. 

A special note of thanks is
extended to the John and Pat
McCutcheon Foundation, the
Gosling Foundation and High
Fields Country Inn and Spa for
their support of this event. 

Learn more about the Trust's
work at
www.oakridgesmoraine.org.
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Am I Wrong?  column by Roger Varley

Concert commemorates anniversary of Moraine Land Trust

SUMMER ART CLASSES 
IN THE UXBRIDGE COUNTRYSIDE PRESERVE

JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 2013

Develop your child’s artistic creativity 
and love for nature in a secure, 
outdoor environment overlooking the
Uxbridge Countryside Preserve.

Each summer class starts with a short walk (under
the supervision of two adults) on the Preserve
trails, followed by art sessions where the children
express their observations in the exciting mediums
of acrylic paints, collage and sculpture.

Classes are small (maximum 5 children) 
ages 6 to 8 or 9 to 11 and run for full days or half
days during June, July and August.

Instruction is provided by Uxbridge artist 
SHELLY BURKE, with a degree in Art History as
well as up to date CPR certification.

Fees are $50.00 per day - $30.00 per half day.
Birthday party events can also be arranged.

To book classes for your budding artist, 
contact Shelly Burke at:  647-224-3938
burke.shelly@gmail.com www.shellyburke.com
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Conrad Boyce 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: cosmosboyce@powergate.ca
web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

About the Senate
Talk of reforming the Canadian Senate is hardly new. Almost from the day the British
North America Act came into being in 1867, various parties have been clamouring to re-
structure it, change how its members are chosen, or do away with it altogether. Advocates
of all those positions have only gotten noisier with the scandals of the last few weeks,
but they’re not really saying anything new.

Perhaps a quick refresher is in order. Our senate is essentially a combination of the
British House of Lords and the U.S. Senate. Like the Lords, its members are appointed
(by the Prime Minister), although we have no hereditary peers, and certainly no Lords
Spiritual (members of the Anglican leadership). Like the American “upper house”, ours
is a fairly small group, only 105 compared to the 763 in the House of Lords, and chosen
to represent the various regions of the country (currently Ontario and Quebec have 24
each, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 10 each, the western provinces and Newfoundland
six each, PEI four and the territories each one). Like the Lords, our Senate has no real
power; its principal purpose, as old John A. said, is to serve as a forum for “sober sec-
ond thought”. It has often effectively served that purpose in the past.

The old Reform Party pushed for a “Triple-E” senate - elected (as in the US), effective
(ditto), and equal (i.e. with proportional representation, which the U.S. senate most def-
initely isn’t, Rhode Island having two senators just like California). But in the years
Reform graduate Stephen Harper has been in power, although various bills have been
put forward, none of them have passed. 
Frustrated at this lack of action, more and more both within Parliament and without are

crying for the Senate’s abolition. But the money that would save is less than the cost of
a single jet, and we think the “sober second thought” idea is still a noble one, especial-
ly as we witness the degradation of the “lower house” under Harper’s watch.

Certainly we could profitably tinker with the distribution of the seats; it no longer makes
sense that BC and Alberta have fewer senators than Nova Scotia. But we’d like to pro-
pose a more fundamental reform: make the Senate totally unpartisan. One of the worst
abuses of the current structure is that the sitting PM almost never appoints anyone other
than members of his own party.

Consensus government works well not only in most Canadian municipalities, but in the
legislatures of two of the three territories as well. Until recently, the Canadian Senate had
a reputation for being a much more civilized chamber than the Commons; that would
only be enhanced if senators weren’t divided along party lines, but voted only after thor-
ough debate, and according to the dictates of their conscience or (heaven forbid!) their
constituent’s wishes. 
We liked one idea being floated this week: that appointment to the Senate be linked to

membership in the Order of Canada. The Order generally recognizes people who have
made salutary contributions to their communities, in a wide variety of fields. That seems
a better qualification for the chamber of “sober second thought” than simply holding a
party membership card.

Letters to the Editor
We are the commercial tenants at 168
Brock Street West in Uxbridge. The
guys with the largest parking lot in
town! Since landscaping has come to a
halt with the demise of the previous
owner, we have tried to make the front
of our building as appealing as possible
to our customers and our neighbours.
We have painted around the windows,
spread mulch over the construction
mess, and placed a bench out by the
sidewalk. We have planted flowers by
the bench, and put hanging baskets at
the front of building. It is simply a
small effort by a small firm to make it
pleasant to walk the street.

After the hanging baskets being up for
just three days, someone has STOLEN
one of the baskets and vandalized the
bench flowers.

Uxbridge is a beautiful town with
wonderful people. It is unfortunate that
among us there are people who do not
respect the property of others, or the
small efforts made by small businesses
to keep downtown respectable. 

Jim and Mo Treloar
Firebridge Fireplaces

On May 16 this newspaper published
my letter alerting Uxbridge residents to
a firearms by-law replacement currently
before Council, more particularly the
drastic increases it would allow to the
hours and days of operation at
Uxbridge Shooting Sports on
Concession 4, Goodwood.

Although we are grateful for having
our letter published, we would like to
distance ourselves from the sentiments
expressed in that same edition’s main
editorial, which seemed to us to be
attempting to conflate our straightfor-
ward noise issue with a grab-bag of gen-
eral anti-gun rhetoric.

Our concern is NOT with the use of
firearms for the purpose of safe and
legal hunting, pest control or target
shooting, as we are neither anti-gun nor
unreasonable. The gun club has coexist-
ed with local residents for decades and
we seek only to continue the tradition-
al relationship. We hope they do as well.
But with support for our concerns now
pouring in, we can say with confidence

that any further attempts to expand
noisy skeet shooting operations beyond
the traditional limited hours will be met
with intense resistance – the same type
of intense resistance we would expect
from the club itself if anyone tried to
rally residents to shut it completely.

So if those behind the request for
expanded hours are smart, they will call
a truce, recognizing that the traditional
status quo already requires considerable
neighbourly generosity, and that if that
generosity is abused, it will quickly
evaporate.

If readers agree with our concerns and
objectives and wish to send a note or
sign a petition in support of reinstating
and codifying the traditional hours of
operation of the gun club (Sun 10am -
4 PM, and Wed 10am - dusk), please
email Uxbridge Residents for LEHSS
(Limiting Expanded Hours for
Shooting Sports) UXLEHSS@hot-
mail.com for further information.

Uxbridge Council is also hosting a
public meeting on this issue on June 10
at 7:30 PM. Your support is appreciat-
ed.

Tirzah and Darren Johnston
Goodwood

We hear more and more about traffic
and aggressive driving around the town-
ship.  Why not REPORT IT?  In talk-
ing to people around town most are
unaware of “Road Watch”.

“Road Watch” has been running in
Uxbridge since early in 2000.  A core of
members meet monthly (usually the
third Monday) at the Uxbridge Arena
and new members are always welcome.
Here’s how it works. If you see danger-

ous or aggressive driving:
1. Record the license plate, colour,
make (if possible), time, location &
offence. We have 30 days to process the
report.  Send in ASAP or no letter will
go out.
2. Report the incident via a form.
There are several locations around the
township including the Uxbridge
Library, arena, Township office,
Leaskdale Country Store, Sandford
Country Store, Joy Village Market on
Reach St., Pharmasave, Quaker Village

Variety.
3. Or report online at
http://www.drps.ca

When your form is processed by the
police, first a letter will be created and
mailed out. If a plate appears more than
once, the police will deal with it accord-
ingly.

Inquiries should be directed to
Constable S. Kelly at 905-579-1520
ext. 2668 or 1-888-579-1520 ext. 2668

Help keep your streets safe - we need
new members.

Pat Molloy
Chairperson, Uxbridge Roadwatch

On Aug 14, 2012 I made a deputation
to Uxbridge Council in regards to the
parking on Albert St.; when faced with
the oncoming GO Bus, there is no
room for either the bus or a car to move
to let either one pass when there are cars
parked on both sides. I was advised at
the time that staff at the time would
look into the issue. 

On Jan 26th 2013, I wrote my local
councillor in Ward 5, Gord Highet, to
inquire as to where this stands. On Feb
3rd 2013 I was informed by him that
the Director of Public Works & himself
toured the area; in that email he
informed me that it was would be a
good idea that the parking on the south
side be removed to resolve the issue I
brought forward. 

Still to this day, almost 10 months
from my deputation, there have been
no reports from the Public Works
Director or from my local ward coun-
cillor on this issue.  I am not sure where
the disconnect lies, but I am very upset
that my local representative nor a pub-
lic servant have not served me as they
should have. 

All I wanted was some action on this;
to this date there hasn't been anything
on record about my concern. How are
the residents of the Township best
served when those that are supposed to
serve us and represent us are sitting on
their hands!

Brian Fowlow
Uxbridge



Bubble wrap
I defy anyone alive to show me a person that doesn't love bubble wrap. There

is something about the feel of a fresh batch of plastic bubbles just waiting to be squeezed that generates
excitement and giddiness in even the most stoic of individuals. Whether the bubbles be the teeny tiny ones
that surround a piece of fine crystal, or the mongo huge bubbles found on the wrapping of a piece of fur-
niture, they elicit a response that can only be defined as joyous, anticipatory eagerness. The desire to pop
runs strong in all of us. It's a cheap, easy, malleable drug.

The desire to pop runs extremely strong in my household, and we're all addicts. My supplier is my work-
place - the mechanics in the shop caught on to our addiction fairly early on, and save any and all bubble
wrap that enters the building. Sometimes it is the teeny bubbles, surrounding an alternator, or a fuse panel.
Sometimes it's the big ones, enveloping a whole bus engine. That's a lot of bubble wrap. Nothing makes
my kids happier than when I bring home a whole sheet, all rolled up to be almost the size of one of those
big pink packages of insulation, of big, clear bubbles just waiting to be pounced on. On one handover, one
of the guys joked that, in taking this bundle home, my kids would think I was the best mom ever. Sure
enough, as my children were merrily pouncing on bubble after bubble, one of them hollered out “Mom,
you're the best mom EVER!!!” A million dollars couldn't have bought a gift better than that. And no drug
offers a better high.

What is it about bubble wrap that entices us to squeeze and pop? Why do we get such satisfaction from
decimating a piece of plastic? Is it the tactile sensation? The feeling of something being destroyed at our
mere touch? If you're walking on the bubble wrap - or rather, stomping, as can only be done with the real-
ly big bubbles - is it the funny, squishy feeling you get underfoot as each capsule releases its puff of air in
a loud, staccato “pop”? And the sound, oh the sound! Firecrackers, gun shots, popcorn - all these sounds all
rolled into one when tromping across a floor covered in bubble wrap. It's deafening, annoying, (thorough-
ly horrifying to the poor dog) and totally fun sounding. We have to yell at one another as the five of us
dive onto a sheet of bubble wrap, all stomping away and creating a cacophony that can surely be heard all
the way up the street. 
I find bubble wrap to be a little bit miraculous in that, no matter how much you stomp, walk, squish, press,

pop, smash, roll, pierce and otherwise attempt to demolish it, there always seems to be just one more bub-
ble that is still hanging on. Bubble wrap never seems to completely lose its bubbles! How does that happen?

Bubble wrap is also as good as a drug in that it is very therapeutic. There is nothing quite so cleansing as
a good stomp on a bit of bubble wrap after a rough day at the office. It's even better when your office sup-
plies you with the wrap. Every pop of every bubble seems to represent a little bit of a worry, a fret, or a
concern going up in a puff of nothingness as the air rushes out into the open space around you. It's very
hard not to feel really good after a bubble-popping episode. Even quiet, hidden popping, like the kind that
can occur in a meeting, when you're quietly handling a small piece of teeny-bubble wrap under the board-
room table, is satisfying in the way it can happen with no one else knowing just what you're up to.

We've also found that bubble wrap, once spent (although we have already established that it never is
entirely spent - one of life's mysteries) can make fabulous fashion-wear. We've had bubble-wrap fashion
shows - bridal gowns, prom-worthy dresses, capes, strapless gowns - all can be made from a length of bub-
ble wrap. 

I've decided that bubble wrap is one of the greatest miracles of the modern age. I don't think I could find
a toy more fun, a therapy more effective, a material more adaptable. I know that it has to be some of the
best stuff going because, after a particularly rough couple of weeks, my youngest daughter and I had a
good romp on the stuff just this evening, and, while jumping and thumping, popping and laughing, the bub-
bles showed us the way back to one another without having to say anything at all. 

Not bad for a big piece of air and plastic. Long live bubble wrap.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Kids in the line of duty
The ceremony was about to begin. Most of the dignitaries had assembled. The sound

system was live. The pipe and drum bands were tuned and ready to go. But the MC of the proceedings held off until
just before 11 o'clock. 

“We're awaiting some guests of honour,” Colonel Bob Chapman, the MC, said. “They'll be here momentarily.”
Then a transit-sized bus pulled up to the curb on Simcoe Street in Oshawa. The bus was resplendent in poppy insignia

and Remembrance Day slogans and when its doors opened, out came about a dozen veterans, most under their own
power, but clearly needing some assistance. That's when this heart-warming thing happened. From the ocean of peo-
ple awaiting the start of the event came a handful of young people in Air Force uniforms, each boy and girl assigned
to a different veteran. Gingerly and respectfully, each of the cadets directed each vet to his front-row seat and ensured
the man was completely comfortable before they rejoined the audience.

The Royal Canadian Legion in Oshawa was observing the 60th anniversary of the end of the Korean War, last
Saturday morning. Branches 43 and 606 of the RCL were staging their Korea War Veterans' Appreciation Day. The
rest of the observance was typical enough, with speeches from municipal, provincial and federal politicians, the play-
ing of The Last Post, prayers, the laying of wreaths and the minutes of silence. But I was particularly moved by the
young cadets and later sat with them. In particular, I listened to Maegan Extross, 16, and Rechelle Mortimore, 18.
“I attend cadet activities about four times a week,” Rechelle said. She was well-spoken and unflustered by my curios-

ity edging into an interview. 
I was impressed that something as apparently old-fashioned and simple as attending cadet training and offering vol-

unteer service could be more attractive than going to the movies, parties or just texting pals on her smart phone.
“I'm studying psychology and English at York University,” she added, “but I always find the time to do this.”
I asked Maegan and the others if they were actually getting Air Force training. Because my only knowledge of such

things harkens back to the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (during the Second World War), I wondered what
hopes they have of actually flying aircraft.

“We get ground training and can learn to fly gliders,” Maeagan said. “And some get the chance to fly engine-driv-
en aircraft.”

As I moved my questions around the table to some of Maegan's and Rechelle's pals, I noticed Rechelle - with a big
smile on her face - act as if she were stealing one of the boy's snacks as he talked. I caught her and kiddingly asked
her why her parents didn't feed her. She laughed.

“I'm from a family of eleven brothers and sisters,” she said.
“Boarding house reach,” I quipped, but she didn't get the reference. “If you don't want to starve at the table, you

have to move fast,” I added. She understood. And she told me her father is a construction worker, her mother a nurse.
The rest of the Korea War Veterans' Appreciation Day festivities unfolded predictably. After the outdoor ceremony, the
vets, dignitaries and members of the public retired inside the Legion hall where event organizer Myrna Picotte and
her volunteers staged an honorary vets' luncheon. All the Korean War vets, including Myrna's husband, former
artilleryman Bert Picotte, sat in their distinctive green jackets and berets, their chests full of medals appropriately
puffed out this day. The organizers of the event asked me to speak for a few minutes and I obliged, but took the
opportunity to acknowledge my cadet acquaintances.

“I want you to take notice of the young sea, land and air cadets you see serving us around the room,” I told the
audience. “They don't realize it, but they are closer to the vets being honoured than any of us.”
I suggested that all the elderly men in their green jackets were like those young cadets a generation ago. They were

about to begin their post-secondary educations or chase that first job. After the Second World War, it seemed, the world
was their oyster. But when the Korean War came along, they chose to answer a different call, not to fight necessari-
ly, but to serve in the first ever defence of the United Nations Peace Charter.

“They were in 1950 as these young cadets are today,” I suggested, “choosing to volunteer time, energy and atten-
tion to things other than themselves. And in a day when we often say, 'Today's youth don't respect anything,' isn't
that commendable?”
I'd made my point. Both the vets and the cadets sensed the connection and applauded. Then, I got caught in a swarm

of cadets. They wanted smart-phone pictures of us all together and just as quickly they texted the photos to all their
friends. After all, they're still kids.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

a blonde moment
column by Lisha van Nieuwenhove

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       Service 905 852 9857       Store 905 852 3315 

Super Savings in our Garden Centre this week! 

Fresh Stock Arriving Daily!

6’ Pyramidal 
Cedars
Still Only $1999 each!
33-6708WOW!

Save
30%

1g Tomato & Pepper Plants
Only $489 each!
Reg. $6.99
33-0001



by Shelagh Damus

I hear the train a-coming, it’s rolling round the bend... and starting this week-
end you will be hearing the old steam whistle, too. The York-Durham Heritage
Railway’s 2013 Season opens on Sunday June 2nd. The train departs Uxbridge
Station at 10:00am and 2:30pm. The train follows a particularly scenic railway
route through the Oak Ridges Moraine from Uxbridge to Stouffville.

The train harkens back to a simpler time, when travel, even to a neighbour-
ing town, was an event. Seated in the refurbished rail cars, passengers enjoy the
great rural vistas seen along the way. Passengers may even stand in the open
door of the baggage car to feel the wind on their faces as they appreciate the
view.

Opening day coincides with Canadian Forces Day and the according to Rose
Powell, the railway’s administration coordinator, the YDHR will “honour the
Canadian Forces, both active members and veterans, for their dedication and
passionate commitment to keeping Canada safe” with a free ride.
Travel is a hungry business, as anyone with small children will attest. There is

something about the motion that makes the belly ache for food. Beginning on
June 9th, the YDHR will be offering a hot lunch in the Dining Car on their
regular Sunday trains for those “who wish to enjoy a good lunch with good
company,” says Powell. The full course meal will be served complete with
refreshments. There is a choice of Juicy Ribs or a Tuscan Linguini, the latter
meeting the needs of vegetarian riders. Both will be followed by a warm brown-
ie “drizzled in caramel and chocolate sauces.” Members of the EMS communi-
ty might be among the first to take advantage of this addition to the YDHR
fun, as June 9th is also the day when Fire, Police and Ambulance personnel ride
free.
The railway is aware that the only thing missing from this meal is the option

for a beverage of choice. “We are hopeful that a liquor licence will be granted
very soon,” says Powell. Plans to partner with a Niagara-on-the-Lake winery are
in the works, should the licence come
through.

On June 15th, the train heads a little fur-
ther afield where it operates a shuttle
between Unionville and Mount Joy in con-
junction with the Markham Music
Festival. But it will be back on its regular
route in time for Father’s Day when Dads
ride for half the usual fare. A great family
friendly outing that suits young and old.
Many make it a three generation affair and
new this year is the option of making dad
or grandpa an “engineer for a day.” This
popular option sees your train enthusiast
get to put in an honest day’s work on the
rails. Outfitted in engineer’s gear, the engi-
neer-for-a-day works side by side with the
railway’s own engineer, performing “the
various runarounds” and sits in the loco-
motive for the full engineering experience.
A run-around involves shuttling the engine
car from one end of the train to the other.

The following weekend the train services
those attending the Stouffville Strawberry
Festival. The train runs its regular route
through the summer and into the fall.
There are a wide variety of themed rides
that speak to young and old alike. The cal-
endar of events is available on the YDHR
website, www.ydhr.ca where you can plan
your trip and purchase your tickets, includ-
ing your meal ticket. 

“Tickets for the dining car must be pur-
chased in advance, as we have to inform
our caterer of the expected numbers,” says
Powell. The upcharge for the dining car
service is an extra fifteen dollars, (Adult
return fare is $24 and adult return fare
with dining privileges is $39).

The YHDR is always on a look out for
new ways to “draw more people out to ride
the rails with us,” says Powell. “We are
open to new ideas and of course, the train
is always available for rental for groups who
want to host their own events; things like
birthday parties or murder mysteries.”
The YDHR is a treasure in our own town

that many come from miles around to
experience. Pick a day, take a ride on the
rails and experience a taste of the past that
has been preserved for you.

Maud on Facebook, etc

If you would like to be “Facebook
Friends” with The Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society, join the
new Facebook page introduced by
Faith Shergold, a member of the
LMMSO Board.

The LMMSO web site, which
has been up and running for a
couple of years, is a fount of infor-
mation. It's easy to find. Just type
in lucymaudmontgomery.ca, and
you are there. Gwen Layton man-
ages the site, and adds to it regu-
larly. This is where you find all the
news and information about com-
ing events. Gwen's blogs are lively
and current, filling us in on recent
tours, visitors, and projects. The
web site contains the history of
the Manse, an overview of Maud's

and Ewan's life in Leaskdale, a list
of all Maud's books, highlighting
those published between 1911
and 1926 during her years in the
village.

Speaking of web sites and things
electronic, at our first summer
luncheon, on July 13, Faith
Shergold will give a presentation
about “Social Media”.  We will
learn how to use Facebook,
Twitter, Pinterest, etc. Faith will
use her laptop and screen to
demonstrate, and help us keep up
with the times.
On the web site you will find the

details of our Summer Solstice
Garden Day and Strawberry
Social, set for June 22. The day
will include a tour and display of
the public  garden-in-progress at
the Historic Leaskdale Church, as
well as a talk by Carole Ditomaso
and a scrumptious lunch with
strawberry shortcake for dessert.
Then after lunch we have a
chance to walk around Carole's

own fabulous garden,
truly a work of art.

We are looking for-
ward to the return of
our Jennifer Carroll,
who will be back
from Ireland soon,

ready to step into her role as
“Maud of Leaskdale”. Jennifer's
first public performance will be
on Saturday June 22, at 3 p.m.,
following the garden day activi-
ties. Why not make a whole day
of it, and take in the play too?
Thanks to the Tudor Consort for
their beautiful concert on May
25. The audience was apprecia-
tive, and generous with their
donations, and the Lucy Maud
Society of Ontario is most grate-
ful.

Thur sday,  May 30 th 20136The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

• Custom Decks & Fences
• Bobcat Services

Serving Durham Region for 28 years
905.428.0034
Visit our website at www.ontariodeck.com

Meanwhile, Back 
at the Manse by Barb Pratt  

The train rolls again

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284



What to plant?

The long Victoria Day weekend is
behind us and it was a little early
this year. Fortunately, we didn’t
have the cold winter-like weather
that we had the weekend before.
Actually, quite the opposite – lots of
heat and humidity and bugs!

If you got some gardening done,
then the rains that followed were a
blessing. So what did you plant in
your garden this year?

Whether your preference is for
perennials or annuals, or a combi-
nation of both, having a plan for
your garden or urns will help with
your selection.

One garden element that is often

overlooked is the architecture of the
house and its exterior finishes. As
with the interior of your home, the
exterior should be considered when
choosing plants and even urns or
planters. The three most impor-
tant exterior elements to consider
are:
• Architectural style (Victorian,
modern, cottage)
• Exterior finish (siding, brick,
board and batten)
• Colour

Most homes built today are rather
generic in their architectural ele-

ments, although some builders have
tried to incorporate Victorian ele-
ments such as gables, dormers and
bay windows. Fortunately,
Uxbridge had a wonderful selection
of older homes that have been well
maintained as well as a great mix of
architectural styles especially
throughout the older section of
town.

Although it is not critical that you
are true to the style of your home,
understanding its architectural style
will give you a good starting point
for your garden.

The exterior finish is also impor-
tant. If you have two storeys of
brick, you may want to soften the
look by using cedars at the corners
or by planting shrubs and trees that
have wispy or cut leaves. Planting
tall flowers or climbing plants such
as clematis will help to break up the
large expansive of the exterior walls.
Using a trellis for climbing plants is
one way to protect brickwork.

If your home is “brick red” then
you will want to select
colours/plants that stand out from
this dark canvas. Consider con-
trasting colours such as yellows or
oranges.

Also consider proportions. All too
often people plant gardens that are
either too small relative to their
homes or plant trees and shrubs that
overpower their gardens and homes.

Having a plan will
save you money in
the long run. It also
helps to talk to
other gardeners.
Having a small gar-
den group is a won-
derful experience.
Gardeners love to
share their knowl-
edge and on occa-
sion, their plants.
In addition, they
can help you solve
any garden chal-
lenges you might
have.

In spite of the
rollercoaster weath-
er we have been
having, I hope that
your gardens are
starting bloom and
are bringing won-
derful colour and
scent into your life!

Bug Bits: For those
of you who may not
have heard, there is
a bug known as the
Hydrangea Leaftier
that is attacking our
plants this year. As
always, you can find
additional informa-
tion on this pest on
the internet. The
time to rid yourself
of these pests is
now!
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This
Friday
at the
Foster

4 PEAS IN A POD DAYCARE
has openings for June 2013

Going to Uxbridge Public School
Healthy meals and daily activities with a large back yard.

Children 6 months and older.
$30 per child or $25 per child for 2 or more from same 

family per day. $15 per child before and after school care.

CONTACT: LAURA HATCHWELL

Cell: 647-242-6712        Home: 905-852-0781
Email: tantrumhatchwell3@sympatico.ca

Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

For more
information call

Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Lots of fresh 
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Buy fresh, buy local!  Our 12th Season!

Periwinkle Gardens  
with Susan Fedorka

IN MEMORIAM

In fond remembrance of our sons:
THOMAS MATTHEW

1957-2012

KEITH WILLIAM
1964-1988

As you were you will always be,
Treasured forever in our memory.

George and Helen 
Harrison

7:30 p.m.  9449 Concession 7 
Admission by Donation

MAY 31 - TOMMY PULLIN

Tom Pullin is a gifted singer/songwriter in his own right as well as a
published recording artist with 2 CD's in circulation. He's been active
on the Canadian and American music scenes for over 30 years.
Tom is equally at home on electric or acoustic with influences that
include Blues, Gospel, R&B, Contemporary Folk and Country genres.



by Jenna Smith

Student Council elections are coming
up soon, this Friday, May 31st in fact.
These elections always indicate that
things are wrapping up for the school
year, and that the current year's coun-
cil must say their goodbyes. Being a
part of Student Council during the
2012/2013 school was an unbeliev-
able experience, as I'm sure any mem-
ber of the council would agree. Well...
it was interesting to say the least.
The strike kept our loyal administra-

tors, Ms Barnett and Mrs O'Keiff-
Foster, from aiding us as much as they
would have liked to. The strike also
kept us from perhaps exploring as
many of the opportunities as we
would have otherwise intended.
Nevertheless, the group comprised of
Carly Van Kessel, Jordan Edwards,
Callen Hageman, Josee Foster, Jamie
O'Halloran, Katie Fortune, Connor
Lamoureux, Mitch Anderson, Braden
Lamoureux, Jacky Normandeau and

myself, did the best we could to pro-
vide USS with a year full of events,
spirit and unique opportunities. Every
Tuesday morning we'd come together
at 8:30 and brainstorm, reflect and
plan. Some of the best things we came
up with were Minute to Win It Week
and the Semi-Formal. Council was
deeply impressed by the school's dedi-
cation to spirit and to dressing up for
every single spirit day, including
many, many pajama days. We know
that we never would have been able to
run the events we do without the sup-
port of every single student around us!

We also struggled throughout the
year as we were deprived of a stage due
to the construction. It put our
improvisation skills to the test and we
spent many lunches folding up cafete-
ria tables and running games right on
the floor. But despite all of that, I
think I can speak for everyone
involved when I say that this was a
year unlike any other experienced
before and Student Council is hon-

oured to be a part of that.
I guess I'll now talk a little bit about

the personal experiences I've had on
council. I was a part of Student
Council in grade nine, but not in ten
or eleven. When Carly asked me to
run last year I was excited to be a part
of it once again and I'm so glad that I
did (thanks Car! I owe you). The best
part about clubs like this is that a lot
of the time you end up creating rela-
tionships with people who are not
only a different age from you, but as
well with people you might not other-
wise have made friends with. It was
such a pleasure getting to know every-
one, and every single person impacted
me in a way that I'll never forget. On
a mature note, being part of Student
Council also doesn't look so bad on a
University application not to mention
a job application. Apart from that it
helped prepare me for the future. It
taught me that sometimes your ideas
or going to get shut down and some-
times they aren't. You just have to par-
ticipate and blurt things out regardless
of if it's ridiculous or not. It also
taught me how to work with others in
a political-type environment and I
learned how to listen to all suggestions

and give back in a way that will be
good for all.

I won't blab on for too long or get
too emotional, but I want to add one
last thing. Getting involved in Student
Council this year was one of the best
things that happened to me in grade
twelve and I don't regret it. I looked
forward to getting up early (bizarre I

know) to get planning or even just to
see positive faces first thing in the
morning. I would recommend it to
anyone and to everyone. Even if
you're not loud or outspoken, you
don't need to be. Run this year, run
next year, run every year even if you
don't win! It's a great way to get
involved!

May 30 - June 1 Footloose  Legendary
musical presented by Uxbridge Youth Theatre at
Ux. Music Hall.  See page 3 for more.

Thurs May 30  Cruise In  Classic auto show.
Entertainment by Bill McKee. 6 p.m. to dusk,
Uxbridge Arena.

Fri., May 31 Fridays at the Foster
Tommy Pullin, Vocals/Guitar 7:30-8:30
p.m., Foster Memorial. Admission by donation.

Sat, June 1, 7:00 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs, Moderate pace. No dogs please. Meet at
trail entrance, west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161.

Sat., June 1 Past & Presents 4th Annual
Artisan Craft Spring Sale
10:00am to 4:00pm at The Uxbridge Historical
Centre. Featuring: handpainted giftware, gar-
den decor, folk art, jewellery, candles, wood
working, photography, and much more. 

Sat., June 1 Trinity United Church
Uxbridge presents the 43rd Annual Tour
of Homes, 12:00 noon to 5:00 pm. Ticket in
advance $18.00 can be purchased at
PharmaSave Pharmacy, Shopper’s Drug Mart,
Trinity
United Church. On June 1st, tickets $20.00.
Adults only please.

Sat., June 1 1st Uxbridge Scouts E-
waste & Bottle Drive 9:00 am to 3:00 pm,
168 Brock Street West, Uxbridge - beside
Firebridge Fireplaces. Money raised will be used
to send Scouts to the 2013 Canadian Jamboree
in Sylvan Lake, AB.

Sat. June 1, Scavenger Hunt &
Geocaching Workshop at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre, 10am to 12:30pm, ages 7 -
11, $10 per person. Enjoy the museum village
and grounds in this fun outdoor program.
Participants will play fun scavenger games with
maps and directions, learn how to use an out-
door GPS navigator, and participate in a geo-
cache hunt around the museum grounds using
their new navigation skills. Bring a picnic lunch.
Pre-register at 905-852-5854 or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca. 

Sun., June 2 Music Fest 10-11 at Reachview
Gardens, Uxbridge. We welcome all ages and
all talents, be it singing, playing an instrument,
dancing or story-telling; and our audience is
very appreciative! For more info please call jo at
905-852-6487.

Sun., June 2  Motley Theatre 7 pm
At the Uxbridge Legion. Reading of Boy Gets
Girl by Rebecca Gilman. $15 - First come first
serve, so come early...

Sun., June 2  York-Durham Heritage
Railway Opens for Season  Trains at 10
a.m. and 2:30 p.m. from Uxbridge station. See
page 6 for more.

Mon, June 3, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Brock/Glen Major Forest.
Slow to Moderate pace; 2.5 hr. hike. Well-man-
nered dogs welcome. Bring a picnic lunch. Meet
at the parking lot on the east side of Conc. 6, 7
km south of Goodwood Rd or 1 km north of
Uxbridge/Pickering town line. Contact: Brian
or Wilma 905-853-2407

Wed, June 5, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Glen Major/Walker.
Moderate to Fast 16+ km; 4+ hr. loop hike.

There are hills. Meet at parking area on east
side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge town
line or 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Bob Comfort 905-473-2669.

Wed. June 5, 7pm. History of the
Uxbridge Fall Fair at the Uxbridge Historical
Centre Schoolhouse. Please join the Uxbridge-
Scott Historical Society for our June Public
Meeting.  We will start with our Annual General
Meeting and then representatives of the
Uxbridge Fall Fair will give a presentation on the
history of the Fair and the exciting events that
will be happening this year! Light refreshments
will be served and donations will be accepted. 

Thurs., June 6 Sandford United Church is
holding its annual Pork Barbeque 5 to 7:30
pm., Sandford Hall. Adult price is $15, children
6-12 are $7 and under 6 years are free. All are
welcome.

Thurs June 6  Cruise In  Classic auto show.
Entertainment by the Altamont Road gang. 6
p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge Arena.

Fri., June 7 Fridays at the Foster  Jackie
Bennett, Brad Daniels and Dave
Simpson, Vocals/Guitar 7:30-8:30 p.m.,
Foster Memorial. Admission by donation.

June 7-9 Friends of Uxbridge Library
Spring Book Sale will be held at St. Andrews-
Chalmers Presbyterian Church. Friday, June 7, 1
- 8 p.m. Saturday, June 8, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, June 9, 12 - 5 p.m. Check out our new
location for great reading at bargain prices!

Sat, June 8, 7:00 a.m. Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 4+km,
1+hrs, Moderate pace loop hike with some hills.
No dogs please. Meet at trail entrance, west
side of Conc. 7, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905-830-2862.

Sat., June 8  Music for the Moraine
Uxbridge Music Hall 7:00 PM. Darrin Davis
Band and Wendell Ferguson, CCMA multiple

award winner. Tickets, $30.00 at Blue Heron
Books, in support of the Oak Ridges Moraine
Land Trust. Info. 905-473-9523. See page 3 for
more.

Sat. June 8, 10am. Freemasonry: A
History Hidden in Plain Sight exhibit opens
at the Uxbridge Historical Centre. Learn all
about the history of freemasonry, its influence on
society today.  Exhibit is open Wednesday to
Sunday and holidays until September 29, 2013.
Regular admission rates apply.

Sun., June 9  204th Anniversary Service
of Committee of Friends’ (Quaker)
Meeting House  2:30 p.m. Guest speaker
Rev. Don Wilmer. All welcome.

Wed., June 12 7:00 pm:  'Curb Appeal,
Where to Spend Your Money' with
Carson Arthur, show featuring irises, and pie
contest. Sponsored by Uxbridge Horticultural
Society.

Thurs June 13  Cruise In  Classic auto show.
6 p.m. to dusk, Uxbridge Arena.

Fri., June 14 Uxbridge Networking
Group Lunch Meeting Noon to 1:30pm,
Scrambles at the Foxbridge Golf Club. Guest
Speaker: Ryan Ounjian, BACD.

Fri., June 14 Fridays at the Foster
Gwyneth Reid and Susan Montreuil,
Harps 7:30-8:30 p.m., Foster Memorial.
Admission by donation.

Sat. June 15, Discovering Your Family
Tree Workshop at the Uxbridge Historical
Centre, 10am to 1:30pm, for ages 10 - 14, $15
per person. Learn all about discovering your
family's history, and how to create a family tree.
Participants will use their discoveries to create an
artistic family tree collage on canvas to bring
home. Bring a picnic lunch. Pre-register at 905-
852-5854 or museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ladies Monday Night Ride – Durham
Mountain Biking Association. Weekly ride for
women of all abilities- Continues till mid-
September (except on long weekends). Meet at
Durham Forest main parking lot on Conc 7
6:30pm – 8:00pm (.5km south of Goodwood
Rd)– all welcome.

Wednesday Night Ride Durham Mountain
Biking Association. Weekly ride for all levels of
riders. Continues till mid- September. Meet at
Durham Forest main parking lot on Conc 7 (.5km
south of Goodwood Rd)– all welcome. 6:30pm
– 8:00pm.

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market  Every Sunday
from 9 to 1 in Uxbridge Arena parking lot. 

Wash Worx Laundromat is collecting Gently
Used Or New Sleeping Bags and Twin
Comforters For The Salvation Army Kids
For Camps from April 15th to June 15th.

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is open
Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those requiring assis-
tance. All donations are always appreciated.
Tax receipts are issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store
on Bascom Street accepting good spring and
summer clothing. Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us to
mention, please contact us at
cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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Coming Up

Tiger Talk

Getting Uxbridge youth to work
by John Anderson, Ux. Youth Centre

Finding a job can be tough for many young people in
today's economy. Working with youth daily, The
Uxbridge Youth Centre (UYC) has become aware how
little hands-on, local job assistance there is for young job
seekers. This is particularly true for youth who have a
difficult time at school and/or have limited employment
skills. And while support programs exist in the south end
of Durham, these are hard for Uxbridge youth to access

and often fill up with participants from Ajax, Pickering,
Whitby, and Oshawa. 

With this in mind, the UYC decided to take on the
challenge of designing its own program called JOBS
NOW, specifically tailored to meet the needs of rural and
small town youth looking for work in the current, chal-
lenging economy.

JOBS NOW is a new and exciting opportunity for
youth, based on the particular needs of youth in the
Uxbridge area. continued page 11



Regional commissioner to be taken for
a ride? Farmer Rob Cox used his
appearance before Uxbridge council
as a member of the Durham
Agricultural Advisory Committee on
Monday to complain about the
Region-built roundabout at Brock
Street and Conc. 6.

After delivering an update on the
committee's work, Mr. Cox turned
his attention to the roundabout,
telling councillors that the structure
causes severe problems for him and
other farmers who need to move large
pieces of farm equipment through the
intersection. He noted that the
roundabout allows only about five
metres space to navigate around the
obstacle, while some of the equip-
ment he drives is over six metres wide.
He said that in order to get around

the roundabout, going from north
to south, he is forced to cross the
yellow line on the north side in
order to swing around and then
cross the yellow line again on the
south side to straighten the equip-
ment on the road.

"I'd love to take someone in the cab
with me and show them what it's
like," he said.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
offered that the Township tried to tell
the Region that Uxbridge is a farming
community with large equipment on
the roads when the roundabout was
being planned.

"They live in another world down
there," she said, referring to the
southern part of the region.

The mayor agreed to invite Regional
Works Commissioner Cliff Curtis to
come and ride around the round-
about with Mr. Cox, "preferably on a
rainy day."
Snakes Alive!: Candace Brunskole of
G&C Pet Centre successfully peti-
tioned council for an exemption from
the township's exotic animal bylaw to

allow the store to bring in some
snakes for a brief educational visit in
July.

The store wants to bring in an 18-
foot-long reticulated python, a ball
python and a Columbian boa con-
strictor for a couple of hours on July
13. The animals are all on the bylaw's
prohibited list.

Council was told the snakes would
be in the constant care of trained han-
dlers and the store would not be
allowing attendees to handle the
snakes. In response to a question from
Councillor Pat Mikuse, council was
told the store would not be promot-
ing the sale of such pets to Uxbridge
locals from other G&C stores in the
area.

Despite the professed aversion to
snakes of Mayor O'Connor and
Councillor Bev Northeast, council
allowed the exemption.
Locals honoured by council: It was a
long process, but 22 local volunteers
and one local organization were hon-
oured Monday with presentations in
council chambers.

First, Charlie Gullickson and Gwen
Layton were honoured for their long-
term service to the Uxbridge
Watershed Advisory Committee

Then, Fire Chief Scott Richardson
presented long-term service awards to
members of the Uxbridge fire depart-
ment. Ron Bell toped the list, receiv-
ing an award for 40 years' service. Phil
Alexander and Troy Jackson were
honoured for their 25 years' service
each, while Steve Kearley received a
15-year award. Noted for 10 years of
service were Dave Dawson, Mark
Geer, Scott Koogje, Nairn Robertson,
Wayne Webster, Dave Beare, Dan
Dawson, Brian Stewart and John
Verhoog. Receiving five-year pins

were Colin Clark, Scott Evans, Nick
Kulas, Derek Mitchell, Andy Moores,
Matt Alexander and Matt Morrison.

Robert Harrison became the first
individual to be awarded the town's
new Accessibility Recognition Award
while the Uxbridge Bruins became
the first organization to receive the
award, which came for the Bruins'
work with Community Living
Durham North and Precious Minds.

Mayor O'Connor became visibly
choked up with emotion as she talked
about the work and sacrifices made by
the volunteers recognized.

Scott Branch, Canadian Cancer Society, reports that the
door-to-door canvass is nearly complete and a figure will be
available soon. The sale of Daffodil Pins at several
Uxbridge businesses and Leaskdale Country Store realized
$991.00.

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Bruce and Elaine
Brandon and family on the recent passing of a loving
mother, grandmother and great grandmother, Phyllis
Brandon. Mrs. Brandon was always busy with crafts and
writing among other projects. She will be missed.
Leaskdale Women's Association had a very successful bake

sale recently at Leaskdale Country Store. An amount of
$800 plus was raised toward W.A. ministries. A sincere
thanks to everyone who donated food, and helped in every
way to make this project a success

Men's Breakfast at St. Paul's
Leaskdale Church is this Sat. Jun 1 @
8:30 a.m. All are welcome for great
food and fellowship.

Our thoughts are with Bob
McGuckin who recently had surgery
at St. Michael's Hospital in Toronto.
Our best wishes for healing and recov-
ery, Bob.

You are reminded that Canadian
Cancer Society Relay for Life for
North Durham will take place in
Elgin Park in Uxbridge on June 7 - 8.
This is the 75th anniversary of the
cancer society, and there are great
prizes on draws for teams and indi-
viduals. Note the info on www.cana-
dian cancer society relay for life.ca
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Four SquareFour Square
ConstructionConstruction

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions
Specializing in Carpentry

Get it in Writing from Chris!
905-862-0040

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Uxbridge Community
Sports Camp

August 12-16

8:30am - 4pm
Ages:6-13 yrs old

Soccer, Basketball, Ball Hockey
and many more great activities!

Cost: $105.
Download the registration form at
www.scriptureunion.ca/livingwater
or call 905.852.2059 for more info.

at Quaker Village P.S.

Leaskdale News 
with Helen Harrison

HELEN

HARRISON
IS CELEBRATING HER

80TH BIRTHDAY!!

Please stop by at 
St. Paul's Presbyterian Church,

12251 Regional Road #1, Leaskdale
on Saturday, June 1 

between 1 p.m. & 4 p.m.

BEST WISHES ONLY PLEASE

Jack and Jill in honour of 
KATE CASHEN AND DARRYL KNIGHT

Saturday, June 1
7 p.m. - 1 a.m.

Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre   75 Marietta St.
Tickets $10

by Roger Varley
Notes from the May 27
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL



Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL
OR ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT:
Appliances, AC, microwaves, batteries, propane
tanks, any type of wire, BBQs, computers,
plumbing fixture, pianos, cars, trucks, boats,
trailers, farm machinery, skidoos, lawnmowers,
motorcycles, etc, etc. NOTHING TOO BIG OR
SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We also clean out sheds,
barns, garages, stores, factories. 905-952-9844.
5/30

Services

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen
Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos &
Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates.
Home Improvements & Renovations. Specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services ... 905-852-1750.
5/30
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years teach-
ing experience. Call David at 905-862-2812.
6/13
K9’S IN KAHOOTS – Start your puppy off on
the right paw! Puppy Starter Classes for puppies
10-18 weeks, Monday evenings @ 7pm.
Beginner Obedience – 5 months & older,
Monday evenings @ 8pm. Intro to Agility for
Fun!! Starts Thursday, May 30th @ 7pm.
Private in-home training also available. Please
call for more details. Call or email now to
reserve a spot or for more information.
info@k9sinkahoots.com , 6389 Main Street,
Stouffville, (905) 642-8289, www.k9sinka-
hoots.com  5/30
YOUR HANDYMAN!:  Plumbing installation &
repair, carpentry, drywall repairs, celing, stucco,
vinyl flooring, ceramic, window installation &
caulking, painting interior/exterior, small elec-
tric repair.  905-852-1424.  6/13
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca  Your local
Uxbridge professional. OAHI registered. Pre-pur-
chase, pre-list, commercial and residential

inspections. We do it right. 416-567-4282.  6/27
HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and
overnight care, your house or ours, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only.  905-
852-4454.  6/27
DAYCARE AVAILABLE: French/ English
speaking day care in my home. For info call 905-
852-3045.  6/6

Wanted

BE YOUR OWN BOSS only $10. AVON,
call Linda 905 557 0070. lindadh@rogers.com
5/30
GOOD LAND: Local farmer wants standing
hay field / workable land. 416-571-1081.
6/13
HAIRSTYLIST CHAIR AVAILABLE: Please call
Marie or John 905-852-3328 or email us at
detailsinc@mydetails.ca  6/6

For Sale

LOCALLY GROWN FLOWERS AND VEG-
ETABLES: Wide selection of flowers and plants
available starting May 9th and vegetables avail-
able later at Jan Hing Farm & Greenhouses,
11450 Conc. 3, Zephyr (2 minutes N. of
Ashworth Road). Landscapers welcome too.
(416) 219-5012.  6/27
TWO BEDROOM CONDO: North Uxbridge,
open concept kitchen/dining/living room, newer
carpet and paint, single bath, great balcony view,
good closet space. Incl. fridge and stove. Asking
$195,000.  Call Deborah  905-852-7063.  5/30
TV/STEREO WALL UNIT: Large, solid cherry
wood. $150. 905-852-0777.  5/30
TREAD MILL. $150.  TEAK WALL CABINET,
$125. WICKER SET, 4-piece, $75. 905-852-
9018.  6/6
PARCEL CARRIER for back of car or small
truck, 22” x 51”. Fits into trailer hitch.  905-
852-3056.  6/6

For Rent

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT: $780/mo. all

inclusive, no smoking/pets, working single or
couple, car parking, in town,
info@bvdagroup.com.  6/13

Events

STREET SALE – Foxbury Road (Coral Creek) -
Saturday June 1 – 7am to Noon   5/30
HUGE GARAGE/MOVING SALE: Saturday
June 1 from 8-12, 43 Rosena Lane (Barton
Farms). If you can think of it, we probably have
it!  Two households, both downsizing. Furniture,
kitchenware, DVDs, toys, clothes, etc.  Good qual-
ity name brands and designer purses and watch-
es too.  5/30
MOVING! Farm and household contents.
Saturday June 1, 8:00 - 3:00, Sunday June 2,
10:00 - 2:00. 355 Feasby Road. Tools, furni-
ture...more. 5/30
BROOKDALE LAWN SALE: Saturday, June 1,
from 8-noon. 787 Brookdale Road. Antiques,
china, collectibles, books, clothing, snowblower,
mower.  5/30

Lost & Found

FOUND: Key on black leather fob, behind
Presents, Presents. Call 905-852-9181, ext. 406.
FOUND: Pair of eye glasses in a Versace case,
outside the CIBC on Thursday May 23rd.
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“Lord, your kindness
and love will always be
with me each day of my
life.”   - Psalms 23:6

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

BEDROOM

DINING

OFFICE FURNITURE TOO

WE’RE YOUR #1

INVESTMENT

9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PHILLIPS

& SONS

PLUMBING

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

416-995-9544
phillipsryan463@gmail.com

BIG OR SMALL WE PAINT THEM ALL!
FOR A QUOTE, CALL MIKE

AT 905 852 1836.

HAPPY TRAILS 
HAPPY TAILS

Dog Walking
and Home Care 
for Your Pets

With a Personal Touch

Walks and Home Visits

To book a consultation
please visit

www.happytrailshappytails.ca

or call 905 862-0522
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for Footloose at the Music Hall. Last week’s

viewpoint was not guessed. Hint: It’s near Elgin

Pond. We’ll have the answer next week.  Photo by

Conrad Boyce.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

TRY US FOR YOUR CATERING NEEDS -
DETAILS AT...    www.the meatmerchant.ca

CARPET CARE
Quality Carpet Care & Upholstery Steam Cleaning

905-852-7322
With this ad, save 25% on carpet work!

Spring Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix

Wholesale Prices  Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products  • Triple Mix

• Screenings    • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone  • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road    905-852-4974

Open to the Public - 
Saturdays 7 a.m. - Noon

1st Uxbridge Scout Group
2013-2014

REGISTRATION

Wednesday June 5, 7-8 p.m.
St. Joseph's Catholic School

25 Quaker Village Drive

Open to boys and girls
aged 5 - 18

Leaders needed also!
Early Bird Registration Fee $180 

(After June 8, $190)
Please bring birth certificate and Health Card

For more information:
Group Commissioner George Lagueux 852-6478

or www.1stuxbridge.ca

by Nancy Melcher

It takes a special person to judge a
selection of extra virgin olive oils -
someone who has a refined palate
along with an exceptional ability to
detect subtleties in the flavours of dif-
ferent oils. At the New York
International Olive Oil Competition
earlier this year, a panel of sixteen
judges was drawn from around the
globe to determine the very best extra
virgin olive oils in twenty-four differ-
ent categories. The categories includ-
ed geographic origin (Northern and
Southern hemispheres), growing con-
ditions (organic or non-organic),
variety of olives used (blends of sever-
al varieties or mono-varietal) as well
as the intensity of the oil's flavour
(delicate, medium or robust). There
were over 700 entries from twenty-
two countries. 
It's no surprise that the country with

the most awards (83) was Italy. Spain
was next with 53, followed by the
United States, Greece, France,
Portugal, Australia, and others.
However, some very good news was
in store for Uxbridge-based distribu-
tor Sarafino Inc. They entered three
extra virgin olive oils, made by the
family-run company in Italy. 

Heather Cotie, Events Co-
Ordinator for Sarafino explained,
“These are the only extra virgin olive
oils that our family produces in Italy.
We also produce a virgin oil that we
import and distribute. However, this
competition was only for extra virgin
olive oil, so we couldn't enter the vir-
gin oil.” Each extra virgin oil won an
award: gold for “Mauro”, and silver
for “Otto” and “Aspro”. 

Like fine wines, these oils have dis-
tinct characteristics. The Mauro oil is
an organic blend, made from four
varieties of olives, or cultivars. It's
moderately green in colour, with
hints of parsley, pear and pine nuts. It

is bitter and spicy with a sweet finish,
pairing well with delicate greens, a
leafy salad, bean salad, fish or … driz-
zled over ice cream!

Otto oil is made from just one cul-
tivar, the Ottobratica. This smooth,
clean oil has hints of artichoke, sour
apple and bitter banana, with a spicy
finish. It should be paired with bitter
greens, tomato salad, pesto, soup,
stew and fish. 

The Aspro oil is a blend of two cul-
tivars: Ottobratica and Carolea. It has
notes of green apple and tomato. Also
a bit bitter, it's spicy with a smooth
almond finish. Extremely versatile, it
pairs well with soft cheeses like brie,
any salad, potatoes, grilled meats,
shellfish, pasta, pizza and popcorn.

Sarafino's virgin olive oil is made
from a late harvest of three cultivars;
Ottobratica, Carolea and Sinopolese.
The Virgin oil is full-bodied and
sweet with a ripe olive base and a hint
of pepper. An excellent all-purpose
oil, it's best used for marinating, stir-
frying, sauteing and baking.

Olives are harvested during a 3-4
week period in October and
November, when they're still green.
Within 8 hours of picking, the oils
are finished - it's a quick process. The
olives are washed, then sliced finely
with razor sharp blades. This method
keeps the flesh from getting bruised
by crushing or rough handling. This
is called a mash. In the old days, the
mash would be pressed, but nowa-
days it's spun in a centrifuge to
extract the oil. The oil is stored in
large stainless steel underground
tanks, and is covered with an inert gas
to prevent oxidation from contact
with air. (Oxidation changes the
flavour of the oil.) It's bottled, and
shipped to customers around the
globe. 

The health benefits of olive oil are
well known. Studies have shown that
it is a healthy-heart fat. As well, it

helps to regulate cholesterol levels. As
a general rule, pure olive oil should be
used for frying and cooking, because
it has a much milder flavour. Virgin
and extra virgin oils have much more
flavour, which is better  used for salad
dressings, marinades and vinaigrettes. 

Sarafino is a family company. It
imports and distributes high quality
food products, such as olive oil, bal-
samic vinegar, chutney, mustard, and
chocolate, to name just a few of the
delicious items. A full description of
all their products can be found on
their website, www.sarafino.com.
Take a look at their “Learn” section
which is full of interesting informa-
tion about the different foods, along
with delicious recipes. 

Cosmos readers can purchase these
tasty, award-winning oils at three
Uxbridge locations: The Meat
Merchant, Vince's Market, and the
Passionate Cook’s Essentials. Pick up
a bottle or two soon - try them with
the recommended pairings, or try
something of your own invention.
Store these oils away from heat and
light in a cupboard in the kitchen,
not in the fridge. Under the right
conditions, they'll last for up to two
years. Enjoy! 

JOBS NOW
from page 8

This Federally-funded full-time
program is designed to give partici-
pants the skills, knowledge, and
confidence to enter the job market,
while earning minimum wage. It
also lets youth research an educa-
tional/work path to foster their own
growth and personal development.
Following the five-week program,
participants enter a work experience
placement for 18 hours a week. 
The work placement is intended to

give youth some insight and practi-
cal experience in an area of interest
and skill. Local employers have the
opportunity to participate and
receive reimbursement for 16 weeks
of the training they provide. The
benefit to the employers is that they
are getting someone who lives in
the immediate area, is keen to learn
more about their business, and they
are contributing to the growth of a
young person's potential. 

The goal of JOBS NOW is that
youth will end up with either part-
time or full-time employment.
More importantly, UYC wants par-
ticipants to feel they can pursue fur-
ther education/training, so that
they have a solid foundation from
which they can pursue their life
goals.
JOBS NOW has been up and run-

ning for about two months and will
end in mid-June. It is currently in a
pilot phase, but the UYC hopes that
it will become a regular, ongoing

program. 
The initial demand for the pro-

gram was high, and the UYC had
no difficulty filling the participants'
spots. Nicole Andrews, a coordina-
tor with the program, says that
there is plenty for the youth to
focus upon:  “There is so much for
them to learn about finances,
employer and employee relations,
and how to have a face to face con-
versation instead of using social
media.” 

An important aspect of the pro-
gram is that it promotes focused
discussion and peer support among
the participants. It is an opportuni-
ty for young people to transcend
some of the various barriers they
may face in their personal lives and
learn to make better choices for
their future. 

Ms Andrews has also been very
pleased with the number of
employers who have responded to
JOBS NOW. All the youth have
been placed and are doing well.
However, in order for the program
to expand, more employers are
needed!  Ms Andrews encourages
any local employers who are inter-
ested in participating to contact the
UYC for more information at 905-
862-3456.

When asked if a small program
like this makes a difference, Ms
Andrews responded, “If it helps one
adolescent turn themselves around
or makes them feel that they have
value, increases their confidence
and self-worth - well, then, it is
worth it.”

The golden essence of olives



The Uxbridge Area 
and the War of 1812

For this article, I am going to go
down a long side trail, and see what
local folks were doing during the
War of 1812. Actually, in 1812
there were only about 15 families
in the whole of the original
Uxbridge Township.  That's the
area south of today's Davis Drive.
Most of these families were scat-
tered in clearings in the northeast
part of the township, and
most of them were Quakers
who were pacifists.  They did-
n't like getting involved in
military goings-on.

Because of events surround-
ing that war, immigration
slowed down, and some peo-
ple even moved back south of
the border.

The government of the day
said that Quakers could pay a
fee in place of assisting with the war
effort. However, some wouldn't
pay the fee because they said if they
did, the money they paid would
end up with the military anyway.  

A local Quaker, Moses
Hambleton, refused to get
involved, so he and his son were
locked in jail.  His son died there,

and Moses was so upset about what
happened that he did not return to
his Uxbridge property, but went to
live near a brother in New York
State.  Another of his sons later
came back to settle in Uxbridge
Township.  

Robert Willson, a Quaker, owned
a property that ran from the 6th
Concession eastward to include
what is now Elgin Park.  Tradition
is that he took part in the war, but
how is not known.

Ezekial James, a well-known local
Quaker, lived on the 6th just
northwest of the current Uxbridge
Historical Centre.  He was pressed
into service with his team of horses
by the government.  Afterwards, he
was brought in front of the Quaker
Meeting to explain himself, and
they finally let him off. The min-

utes of the meeting state that they
decided he was not guilty because
he was only drawing the cannons
while others were firing them.

Charles French, from the south-
west part of the township, was
mentioned in 1810 in the account
book from Joseph Collins' mill
which was on the site of Uxbridge
Town. He joined the York Militia,
and was present at the capture of
Detroit.

In neighbouring Whitchurch, it
was a somewhat different story.
Many settlers in those days were
from the United States, and had
American sympathies. Apparently
quite a number of those "fugitives"
or "aliens" hid out for a time in the

wilds of Whitchurch.
For a number of years, I

have been researching the
Patterson family that moved
from Leeds County to
Whitchurch. In 1813,
Andrew Patterson was
brought before the Grand
Jury for pulling off his hat
and huzzaing to the United
States for their great success
in taking Fort George.  This
was reported in Disaffection

in Upper Canada in 1812-15 by E.
A. Cruikshank.

Those must have been interesting
days on upper Yonge Street. Both
sides of it had been settled by paci-
fist Quakers, and up the middle
from York to the Holland River
landings went military supplies and
soldiers heading for the north and

west.  This included the
famous anchor that is north of
Holland Landing in Anchor
Park.
By the way, the current ham-

let of Holland Landing did
not exist then.  At the time of
the war, the Upper or Canoe
Landing on the Holland River
was further north and to the
west of the current Anchor
Park. The Lower Landing was
even further north near the
bridge on Queensville Sideroad in
River Drive Park where there is
now an historic plaque. That's
where a military depot was built.
Commemoration events for the
200th anniversary of the War of
1812 will be held at Anchor Park
on July 19 and 20. 
Getting back to Uxbridge, did the

Brock Road (Durham Road 1)
have anything to do with Isaac
Brock or the War of 1812?  As far
as I know, Sir Isaac Brock never
travelled on what became the
Brock Road, and didn't have any-
thing to do with it. Actually it
became the road from Lake
Ontario in Pickering to Brock
Township.  Thus, it was the road to
Brock or the Brock Road. Brock
Township was named to honour Sir
Isaac Brock (pictured at left) who
died in the war, but it wasn't even
surveyed until 1817.  The Brock
Road came into Uxbridge Town on
Toronto Street and headed east.
That's where Brock Street got its
name.

Another famous name from the
War of 1812 is that of Laura Secord
(pictured at top right).  She
received from the Crown the grant
of Lot 37, Concession 7, Uxbridge
Township, across the road from the
current arena. She was granted this
lot because she was a daughter of a
United Empire Loyalist, Thomas
Ingersoll. So getting this lot had
nothing to do with the war.
Besides, it was just too far for her to
follow a cow all the way from
Niagara to Uxbridge.
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