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EDEN - Roger Varley (left) and Dorothy Partridge give a hilarious but moving interpretation of humanity’s beginnings in Mark Twain’s The Diaries of Adam and Eve, an OnStage Uxbridge production opening tonight at
the Uxbridge Music Hall. The pair also co-directed and co-produced the play, which is accompanied by live musicians. Photo by Stuart Blower.
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Uxpool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
Ux. BIA ... 905-852-9181  ext. 406 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm

Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

Uxbridge Arts Association:  . . .www.uxbridgearts.com
Township Library:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.uxlib.com

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule for

November

Monday, November 26th
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Budget Open House 
(Postponed due to Federal By-Election
- to be rescheduled to January 2013,
date to be announced)

COUNCIL   7:00p.m.

UXBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Program Director, Pamela Noble,
905-852-9747,ext. 24
OPENS at 10:00 am (previously 9:30) 

“Calling all COOKS and BAKERS”…residents are invit-

ed to contribute a recipe for a cookbook to commemorate

the 125th. anniversary of the Uxbridge Library. If interest-

ed please submit your entry at the library or email to

ahartmann@uxlib.com by November 30. Please include

your name, phone number and which of the following cat-

egories is applicable for your recipe: appetizer, main

course, dessert, preserves. For further details contact

Pamela Noble , 905-852-9747,ext. 24.

PERFECT PET POETRY CONTEST…Write about your

pet, someone else's or one you wish you had!  Make your

poem 100 words or less and include a drawing or photo if

you like.  Enter in one of the following five age groups:  up

to grd. 1, grds.2-4, grds. 5-8, teens, adults/seniors.

Contest closes Mon., Dec. 14@5:00 pm. Entry forms avail-

able at the Uxbridge Library, Zephyr Library and Pet

Value. Info. contact:  Leslie Nagle, 905-852-9747, ext. 27.

CHRISTMAS FUN AT THE LIBRARY… Holiday stories,

songs, games, take home craft and a tasty treat complete

this fun time!  Children in Grds. Jk-Sk are invited to join

in.  Sign up now for this special program on Mon. Dec. 3,

10:30-11:30 am.  Cost:  $3.50

Presently there are three book clubs at the Uxbridge

Library and one at the Zephyr branch.  Due to demand,

plans are in place to commence with another one in

January 2013. Watch for details coming soon.

SERVICE FOR SHUT-INS…If you are unable to physically

access the library, and would like delivery of materials,

please give Pam Noble a call at 905-852-9747, ext.24.

Those reading this, please pass along the information to

those who may not, and are possibly missing out on an

opportunity for a bright spot in their lives!  Make this your

holiday kindness gift, for a loved one, friend or neighbour.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT
THE MUSEUM

Sat. Dec 1, 
10am-4pm

PAST & PRESENTS

ARTISAN GIFT SALE

Purchase a raffle ticket for a
Primitive Hooked Rug for $5.
Only 500 tickets to be sold with
proceeds going to museum pro-
grams. Tickets available at the
museum and other locations in

town. Draw to take place on
November 23, 2012.

RECRUITMENT

THE TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE FIRE
DEPARTMENT is currently accepting applica-
tions for interested persons to join our team of
Volunteer/Part-Time Firefighters.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE:
-  Must legally be eligible to work in Canada
-  Minimum 18 years old
-  Minimum high school diploma or equivalent
-  Live within a reasonable distance of the Fire
Station
-  Able to respond to the majority of calls
-  Be required to pass an aptitude test, which
may be conducted by an outside agency
-  Be required to pass a physical test of bonafide
occupational requirements that will be conduct-
ed by an outside agency. The cost of such test
will be the responsibility of the candidate. In
advance of undergoing physical fitness testing,
candidates must submit a note from their physi-
cian stating that they are physically capable of
taking such testing
-  Obtain a valid DZ license, at their expense,
within 12 months of being hired
Additional requirements are noted in the appli-

cation package. 
APPLICATIONS CAN BE PICKED UP AT

AND RETURNED TO:
1) The Uxbridge Fire Dept., 17 Bascom St.,

Attn: Chief Richardson
2) Township of Uxbridge Municipal Office

51 Toronto St. South
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS: 

November 30th, 2012

WINTER REMINDERS

• OVERNIGHT PARKING Please be
advised that By-law 89-52 as amended pro-
hibits overnight parking from November 1
until April 1 between the hours of 2 am and
7 am on roadways and Municipal lots within
the Township of Uxbridge.
• SNOW REMOVAL OBSTRUCTION Did
you know that in accordance with the
Township of Uxbridge Traffic By-law 89-52, it
is an offence to stop any vehicle on a high-
way in such a manner as to interfere with the
movement of traffic or the clearing of snow
from the highway? Please make sure you
park off any highway or roadway so as to
permit snow removal equipment and vehi-
cles to clean the streets during the winter
season.  
• SIDEWALK RESPONSIBILITIES Snow
Removal By-Law 2008-160 states every
owner/occupant of any building or vacant lot
within the Township of Uxbridge shall clear
all snow and ice from any sidewalk(s) adja-
cent to their property within 24 hours after
the accumulation of snow and/or ice.
• SNOWMOBILE BY-LAW Please keep the
Township Snowmobile By-Law in mind while
operating your motorized snow vehicle this

winter season. You
are not permitted to
ride your snowmobile
on any sidewalks,
park lands or any
other Township prop-
erty except to cross.
Any person found in
contravention of this
By-Law is liable to a
fine.

SANTA CLAUS PARADE

The Uxbridge Fire Department will again be
participating in the annual Santa Claus
Parade on Saturday November 24th, and
would like to wish all the residents a fire safe
Christmas.
While looking for the perfect gift to put under

the tree, the Fire Department would like to
suggest that you consider purchasing a
Smoke Alarm or a Carbon Monoxide Alarm
for those in your family who may not have
one of these life saving devices in their home
or apartment.

Looking for stocking stuffers? Why not pur-
chase batteries for your alarms and replace
the existing batteries, especially if you did not
replace the batteries when you changed the
time on your clock.
  During the parade members of the
Uxbridge Fire Department will be walking
along the parade route collecting dona-
tions to “Fill the Boot”. All proceeds from
this project are forwarded to local agen-
cies here in Uxbridge. The agencies use
the funds to provide necessities to local
families.

 

 
 

Want to stay active during the winter months? 
 

Walk Uxbridge’s Indoor Trail, in the halls of Uxbridge Secondary School, now 
open two  evenings per week! 

 
Monday  and Wednesday  evenings 
November 5/12 – April 29/13 

 
Indoor Trail is open from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

 
Volunteers Needed!  Please call Rebecca at 905-852-7831 

 
 4.5 Laps= 1km 

 Pedometers to borrow to track your steps! 
 2 flights of stairs for cardio! 

 Simple fitness stations! 
 Fast and leisure lane! 
 Monthly Newsletter! 

 Music! 
 We track your progression each week! 

 

“The benefits of walking are unlimited!” 
 

 One-time membership fee of $25 or a $2 drop in fee  - sign up on your first night! 
 No fee for children under 12 years (must be accompanied by an adult) 

 Please use the Cafeteria entrance doors  
 Bring comfortable indoor shoes for walking – cloak room available 

All welcome!  

 

 

             
             
             
             
       
 

The Township of Uxbridge and The Regional 
Municipality of Durham have completed a 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment to 
identify a solution for reducing flood risk in the 
downtown Uxbridge area (refer to Key Map). 

The study was conducted in accordance with 
the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment, 
October 2000, as amended in 2007 & 2011 - 
Schedule ‘C’. Various alternative solutions were 
analyzed and evaluated based on feasible 
engineering technologies, natural, social, 
economic and cultural environments, cost and 
ultimate timeline for implementation. 

An Environmental Study Report (ESR) has 
been prepared, and the preferred solution for 
flood risk reduction in the downtown of 
Uxbridge has been selected. The report is 
available for public review for a 30-day period, 
from November 15 to December 17, during 
normal business hours at the following 
locations:  

 

The Regional Municipality of 
Durham - Works Department 
605 Rossland Rd. E. 5th Floor 
Whitby, ON  L1N 6A3 
905-668-7711 

 

Clerk’s Office 
Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto St. S. 
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181 

 

Uxbridge Public Library 
9 Toronto St. S. 
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1T1 
905-852-9747 

 

The recommended design is replacement of the existing culvert with two new culverts having a total span 
of 15 metres, and opening ~60 metres of Uxbridge Brook north of Brock Street. It is proposed that the 
west culvert have an open-bottom structure aligned with the natural channel of Uxbridge Brook, to 
maintain fish passage. The culvert will end approximately 40 metres north of Brock Street, to allow for 
creation of an open channel where Uxbridge Brook is currently under the parking lot. The east culvert 
would extend the entire length of the existing culvert under Brock Street. The east culvert would have a 
concrete bottom, and would only function during large storm events. 

In addition, the ESR (excluding the appendices), and previous study information, is posted on the 
Region’s website at www.durham.ca/cdeap, and on the Township’s website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca. 
Further information can be obtained by contacting Ben Kester at the Township of Uxbridge at 905-852-
9181 ext. 215 or bkester@town.uxbridge.on.ca 

Please direct all comments to Ben Kester. If concerns regarding this project cannot be resolved in 
discussion with the Township of Uxbridge, a person or party may request that the Minister of the 
Environment make an order for the project to comply with Part II of the Environmental Assessment Act 
(referred to as a Part II order), which addresses Individual Environmental Assessments (EA). The Minister 
must receive requests by December 17, with a copy sent to the Township of Uxbridge, at the address 
indicated below. If there are no requests to change the status of the project to an Individual EA by this 
date, the Township of Uxbridge may proceed with detailed design. 

Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Environmental Assessment Act, 
unless otherwise stated in the submission, any personal information such as name, address, telephone 
number and property location included in a submission will become part of the public record files for this 
matter and will be released, if requested, to any person. 
 

If this information is required in an alternate format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 3422 
 

 

The Hon. John Gerretsen 
Minister of the Environment 
77 Wellesley St. W. 
11th Floor Ferguson Block 
Toronto, ON  M7A 2T5 
minister.moe@ontario.ca 

 

Ben Kester, C.E.T. 
Director of Public Works 
Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto St. S. 
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1T1 
bkester@town.uxbridge.on.ca 
 

 

Jennifer Haslett, B.Sc., EP 
Manager, Environmental Assessments 
SRM Associates 
10 Scotia Crt. Unit 41 
Whitby, ON  L1N 8Y7 
jhaslett@srmassociates.org 
 

 

 WORKS DEPARTMENT       PUBLIC NOTICE 

Uxbridge Downtown Flood Reduction
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment  
NOTICE OF STUDY COMPLETION  

November 15, 2012 

The Regional Municipality of Durham  
605 Rossland Rd. E.,  
Whitby, ON  L1N 6A3 
905-668-7711 or 1-800-372-1102 
www.durham.ca 

Township of Uxbridge 
51 Toronto St. S.,  
Uxbridge, ON  L9P 1T1 
905-852-9181 
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca  



by Conrad Boyce

After convincing victories over
Little Britain and Clarington on
the weekend, the Uxbridge Bruins
continue to cling to a narrow
three-point lead atop the Junior C
standings. And they’re doing it by
spreading around the scoring.

Although the Bruins have by far
the best goaltender in the division
- Brandon Francey (who started
both weekend games after Wayne
Fryer was shelled for eight goals in
Lakefield last Tuesday) has a
minuscule 1.60 GAA - no Bruin
is among the top five in scoring.

Friday’s game at Uxbridge Arena
was a case in point. Six different
players scored the six goals against
the Merchants (and another put
the puck in his own net for the
only strike against Francey).

Things were quiet until the
Bruins suddenly exploded for
three goals within 43 seconds at
the end of the first period. Steve
Doutsis ignited the charge by
intercepting a pass in his own end
and weaving through the entire
Merchants team, finishing with a
shot over the goalie’s shoulder.
The crowd had barely settled
when, 12 seconds later, Justin
Bean buried a wrist shot, assisted
by Patrick Morgan. And then, 30
seconds later, Bean fired from the
point and Shane Smith tipped it
in. Raymond Auld got the other
assist.

Less than three minutes into the
second period, a misplayed shot
resulted in Little Britain’s only
goal. Four minutes later, Morgan
picked the top corner for a power
play goal, assisted by Bean and
Mike Ramsey, restoring the three-
goal cushion. the score remained
4-1 till the end of the second,
with Francey having to be very
sharp in a couple of short-handed
situations.

In the third period, the Bruins’
other lines got in on the action, as
a beautiful passing play resulted in
a goal by Marco Mastreangelo at
3:15, assisted by Wyatt Trainer
and Matt Devlin. Three minutes
later Korey Brand popped in a
rebound from Dylan Ross, with
Callum Lynch getting the other
assist, to round out the scoring.

Sunday night in Bowmanville
against the Clarington Eagles, the
home team took the lead only 15
seconds in, but the Bruins
stormed back for five in a row.
Auld scored first from
Mastrangelo at 2:36, and with

two minutes to go in the first
period, Doutsis was hauled down
on a breakaway and on the ensu-
ing penalty shot, scored high on
the stick side (shown in photo).

The second period was all
Bruins, with Doutsis scoring
unassisted four minutes in, Billy
McBeth scoring a power play goal
(assisted by Matt Allen and
Smith) ten minutes later, and
Mastrangelo from Allen and Bean
two minutes after that.
Clarington mounted a comeback

in the third, scoring twice, but
Joey Vocino scored at 13:38 from
Mastrangelo and Lynch to put the
game away.

Uxbridge, the least penalized
team in the league, returned to
form with only six penalty min-

utes in each of the weekend
games, after taking many times
that in Lakefield on Tuesday and
paying for it with an 8-6 loss.

The Bruins play the last-place
Georgina Ice at Uxbridge Arena
this Friday at 7:45, then head
down Reach Street to play the
Port Perry Mojacks for the
Sunday afternoon game that will
mark the halfway point in the sea-
son. Fittingly, the second half will
begin Nov. 30 with a visit by the
red-hot Lakefield Chiefs, who
have crept to only three points
behind the Bruins. 

Photo by Peter Ovens
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Quality Antique Country Pine Furniture and Accessories at
Significantly Reduced Prices from a Very Large Inventory

Located on Hwy.12  •  2 kms north of 7A  •  Manchester
Directly west of Port Perry

905.985.7179

SALE STARTS SAT., DEC. 1

THE

MESSIAH IS
COMING!

Bruins cling to first place
by spreading the glory

Provincial grant
cut could mean
tax increase
by Conrad Boyce

An early and unexpected cut in a provincial grant could mean a sub-
stantial hike in the mill rate for Uxbridge taxpayers in 2013.
The grant from the Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF),

which for many years has provided a substantial portion of the
Uxbridge Township budget, was announced at the Township’s com-
mittee of the whole meeting Monday morning.

Finance Committee Chair Pat Molloy said the grant, which last
year amounted to over $1.2 million, has been sliced for 2013 by
$119,000, or 9.9%. Molloy said that deficit alone could mean a
1.3% increase in the mill rate.

Molloy also said the announcement about the size of the grant was
not expected until well into the new year. For 2012, Uxbridge
Council held its budget deliberations before the new year, until to be
required to wait for several weeks until word of the OMPF grant
came down. This year, budget meetings are due to begin in January.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor said the grant cut was a slap in the
face to municipalities who are conscientious about keeping their
budgets balanced.

“It just doesn’t pay to manage our affairs well,” she said. “We had
no reason to expect any cut at all in the grant, let alone one of this
size. It’s not fair to the taxpayers of this municipality, and it puts us
behind the eight ball before we even begin our budget deliberations.”



One of the world's best organists is
coming to Uxbridge to play music
by one of his favourite composers,
along with one of his favourite
choirs. Ian Sadler, recognized inter-
nationally as a concert organist,
will be in Uxbridge to accompany
the Monday Morning Singers in a
unique performance of the
"Gloria" by Antonio Vivaldi. 

"It will be an unusual perform-
ance, because it's a setting for
women's voices only," said Mr.

Sadler. "Normally, it's performed
with a full choir of male and female
voices. However, there's a distinct
possibility that Vivaldi wrote it for
female voices only," he added. He
explained that Vivaldi was a
teacher at an orphanage for girls in
Venice that was renowned for its
music program, and that he wrote
many pieces of music for them.
The Monday Morning Singers,
under the direction of Anne
Mizen, is a women's choir based in

Uxbridge. 
Mr. Sadler is a virtuoso organ

player who performs solo concerts
as well as accompaniment for
choirs. He will be playing the part
in the "Gloria" normally played by
an orchestra. "The challenge," he
says "is to provide a balance and
support for the female voices as
they soar above. But I know it will
be good, because we've worked
together many times before."
Ian Sadler is a sought-after organ-

ist who plays throughout Canada,
and regularly travels to the United
Kingdom and Europe to perform.
The Cathedral Singers of Ontario,
which he founded and directs, will
be singing services at St. Pauls
Cathedral in London in December,
including the New Year's Eve serv-
ice. They have previously sung in
many of the great cathedrals of

Europe, including Notre Dame,
Westminster Abbey and Salisbury
Cathedral. Mr. Sadler has
received many awards for his con-
tributions to music, including the
Order of Ontario, the Premier's
Award for Excellence and designa-
tion as a Fellow of the Royal
Canadian College of Organists. To
add the richness of the concert, the
choir’s guest soloists are Grace
Rogers and Jennifer Neveu-Cook.

The "Gloria" will be the main
work in the Monday Morning
Singers' Christmas concert, which

will be held at St. Paul's Anglican
Church on Saturday Dec. 1 at 7.30
p.m. 

"This is perhaps Vivaldi's most
famous sacred work," says Anne
Mizen. "But we'll also be present-
ing some other familiar Christmas
music, and favourite carols for
audience participation." 
Tickets for the concert are $15, at

Presents, Presents, or at the door.
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SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS
Grief can make the holidays a painful time. But there’s hope. Join us

for an encouraging seminar that will help you enjoy them again. 

THURS., DEC. 13, 7-9 PM, ST. PAUL’S LEASKDALE

SUN., DEC. 16, 2-4 PM, UXBRIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH

FOR INFO OR TO REGISTER CONTACT: HELEN@SAINTPAULS.CA 905-852-5921

Special Guest Performer: Julien Kelland

Top organist joins women’s choir for Vivaldi’s “Gloria”

Christmas concert
benefits pipers

Uxbridge and Durham are very lucky
to have a pipe band like the Uxbridge
Legion Pipes and Drums. They rep-
resent us well in many appearances
such as Highland Games,
Remembrance Day, and of course
Santa Claus parades. Claidhmor has
put together a Celtic Christmas
Concert to raise some much needed
funds for the pipe band. They are in
need of uniforms and funds to pay
their piping and drumming instruc-
tors. Please plan to attend the concert
on Sunday, Nov. 25 at the Trinity
United Church to support this great
group of men and women who give
generously of their own time.

As well as supporting the band, you
will be entertained by a wonderful
group of performers. The minister
from the church, Kirby Constable,
has a Celtic group “Bon Accord” and
they will open the show. We have a
champion fiddling duo, Deanna and
Tim Turrett who are terrific.
Deanna used to teach fiddling out of
the Oshawa area and Tim hails from
Newfoundland so his fiddling her-
itage goes way back. We also have
asked a beautiful young woman from
Uxbridge to be our special guest
entertainer and you will love the
sound of Julien Kelland.
Claidhmor, made up of Stewart
Bennett, Fred Cotie, Ian Forbes, Herb
Vine and Lynn Swanson will be
joined by a lovely singer, Susan
Ryman and they will be doing some
Christmas Carols along with
favourites like “The Holy City” and
“Highland Cathedral”.

Get your tickets which are available
at The Uxbridge Legion, La Petite
Fleur and The Wee Tartan Shop and
join us at the Trinity United Church
at 3pm on Sunday, Nov. 25.

-  Stewart Bennett



A random act of kindness
Just when I was beginning to lose faith in all of humanity, wondering if life was

ever going to turn around and go my way for just a second, something occurred that restored my belief that I
belong to a universe that actually wants me.

Without going into too much sordid detail, suffice it to say that 2012 has been a tricky year, and each day has
been fraught with careful negotiations, long hours, and, when I collapse into bed each night, it takes awhile to fall
asleep while I wonder if I did the right things, said the right things, made the right decisions, and have made those
around me as happy and safe and secure as is possible at this time. I will not look back on this year as having been
one of the easier ones in my life. But life, as they so often guarantee, does go on. And every now and again it
throws you a little something that makes you realize it's all worth the while.

I was a vendor at one of the local Christmas craft shows this past weekend, peddling my wares and hanging out
with my eldest daughter. Saturday was a pleasant enough day, but I was dog-tired, having come off a particular-
ly tough week, and my head was reeling with all that I had done and still had to do. The vendors next to me were
a couple of delightful ladies - one I had worked with in my Wal-Mart days, and one I know as a fixture around
Uxbridge - one of those people you see everywhere, and would miss if you no longer saw them, but we'd never
been introduced, never really talked. 

They had some lovely jewelry spread out on their table, and, as good neighbours do, I thoroughly poked about
their business, as it were, fingering and fondling all the necklaces and bracelets and ogling the earrings. I spied
one beautiful necklace, and coveted it from the second my eyes laid sight on it. I picked it up, I ooohed and ahhed
it, I even tried it on. And looked in the mirror. It's hot pink, black and silvery baubles completely captivated me,
and I seriously debated spending money that I hadn't even made yet. Practical me took over, and I decided to gam-
ble with shopping karma, putting the necklace back on the black velvet stand and telling my neighbours that, if it
was still there at the end of the day, then I would call it mine. If it wasn't, then it was never meant to be.  

The day wore on, and sometime in the afternoon, as I was busy helping out people that were crowded around
my table, my new friends called out to me, telling me that someone was holding my necklace, considering my neck-
lace for a purchase, ready to make my necklace hers. My heart did a little skip, but I smiled bravely, shrugged my
shoulders and wistfully smiled at my neighbours, showing them that I was willing to admit my defeat. I looked
away quickly, partially because I didn't want to see my necklace go to a new home, partially because the stuffed
animals I had on a shelf were jumping onto the floor, seemingly on their own.

A short while later, things had calmed down a bit, and I was chatting with a couple of good friends in front of my
table. As I was sneaking around behind the table to grab a quick sip of water, one of my neighbours called out to
me. I stopped and looked over, and she raised her hand, holding out a turquoise blue bag to me. I took it from
her, puzzled. I hadn't dropped it, hadn't lost it, as I didn't own anything that looked like that. She told me to open
it, and so I did. I peered inside, and there was my necklace, nestled in the bottom of the bag like it had always
meant to be there. I looked up, my mind going off in all directions. Had she noticed how much I liked it, and decid-
ed to just give it to me? No, please no. That was just silly. Had I bought it and forgotten the entire incident? Had
my desire for sparkly baubles lapsed into shopping amnesia? Just as I was beginning to think I'd truly lost it, my
friends explained that a woman had purchased the necklace, asked them to hold it until she was well gone from
the building, and then deliver it to me.

It takes a good deal to knock me speechless, but this did the job quite nicely. I stared in disbelief as my neigh-
bours described my mysterious benefactor - black coat, short dark hair, turquoise coloured wrap, another known-
about-Uxbridge personality. I racked my brain trying to think of all the people I had seen that day and knew, had
spoken with. Who had seen me try on the necklace? Who knew? My friends didn't know her, they just knew to
comply with the request, and give me my gift. I couldn't protest, I couldn't give it back. I couldn't speak.

To the lady with the short, dark hair, and black coat who bought me that lovely necklace, thank you. Thank you
for helping me feel a little bit better about myself when it's becoming very easy to think the worst. Thank you for
brightening my day, my week, my life. Every time I wear that necklace I will think of you and your incredible kind-
ness, and if you ever divulge your identity to me, you are guaranteed one of the biggest hugs you could ever
receive.

Thank you.

Thur sday,  November  22 nd 20125The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Work and loyalty
The other night just before I gave a presentation to a historical group in north

Toronto, a number of people with the volunteer organization were recognized for their service. In particular, the
group recognized a woman who had served the Richmond Hill Historical Society as its secretary. 

“Mrs. Monkman is leaving her position,” the president said, “after 26 years of service to the society.”
It took a couple of seconds to sink in, but as I joined the brisk applause directed her way, I thought how remark-

able that she had kept the books, recorded the monthly meetings and documented the society's history so loyal-
ly. And for so long! Twenty-six years, I thought. That's a third of a lifetime, longer than most marriages last these
days, almost a full generation. I applauded all the more vigourously for her longevity in the job as much as her
efficiency in it.

Working in one place, remaining loyal to an employer, being a so-called “lifer” in one job, used to be the rule,
not the exception. But these days, when neither employers nor employees expect working relationships to last
more than the length of a contract, I find it remarkable when I come across people such as Mrs. Monkman.
Granted, hers was a volunteer service, not a paying one. Even so, I think that sort of commitment is rare. 
I think of my own father, for example. He came to Toronto from New York after the Second World War. In 1948,

he took a job as a general assignment reporter with the Globe and Mail and remained with the newspaper for
about eight years before jumping (with his managing editor John D. MacFarlane) to the Toronto Telegram. At the
time, his leap to the rival newspaper was considered remarkable, unexpected, almost disloyal. But as it turned out,
since my father soon became a freelance writer (working on contract for print and electronic media) for the rest
of his life, his changing newspapers simply reflected his desire to try something new. In the late 1960s, he even
jumped the country. He went to Los Angeles to try his hand, as many Canadian writers did then, at writing sit-coms
for U.S. TV.

“Hollywood on five promises a day,” my father later described it.
Some of my father's contemporaries shook their heads at his daring. Why leave a paying job with a recognized

firm? Why leave security for uncertainty? Unlike my father, the men and women who asked him that were life-
long employees. They craved work with Bell Canada, Procter and Gamble, General Motors, heck, even the civil
service. Get a government job, they suggested, and you're sitting pretty. Well, in more than just his choice of work-
ing lifestyle, my father was a maverick.

As it turned out, I chose much the same path. While over the 40-or-so years I have been a professional writer I
have worked “on staff” in a few places, I have mostly written, broadcast or authored alone and without a net. I
have preferred the variety and the opportunity associated with a freelance life. Thus far, I have managed the risk.
I admit that it's probably been a test for my marriage, often tougher on my family and occasionally the cause of
sleepless nights. But above all I have enjoyed the freedom. Whenever people have queried me I've generally
resorted to another of my father's witticisms.

“I just can't seem to hold down a steady job,” he used to say with tongue firmly planted in cheek.
That aside, I still admire my peers who have chosen the opposite. I know many men and women who have

remained with the same company, school board, civil service, or volunteer organization - much like Mrs. Monkman
- for a generation. That, in a society that seems to have lost its sense priorities, most of all for loyalty, I believe is
unique and laudable. And speaking of paying tributes, earlier this fall the college where I teach sent me an invi-
tation. It requested I be present during Centennial College's annual kick-off for the fall term. The reason it espe-
cially wanted me there was that I was to be recognized among a number of professors. I had forgotten, but appar-
ently I have been teaching at the community college for a significant time and the institution wanted to acknowl-
edge my service.

“Congratulations on receiving your 10-year service pin,” the letter said. 
And I wondered what my father would have thought. I wondered whether he'd have considered me a sell-out.

My guess is he would have been just as pragmatic as I was 10 years ago to take the position offered. At the time,
a staff teaching position seemed to fit my lifestyle. Even so, I've never really considered myself “tenured” because
these days even being “on staff” is a temporary phenomenon. Nothing is forever anymore, least of all a perma-
nent job.

For other Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
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A change on the ice
As our columnist (and usual Bruins reporter) Roger Varley related in his “Am I Wrong?”
column last week, there are apparently still a few folks in town who aren’t happy with
the changing of the guard overseeing our Junior C team at the end of last season.

As we contended in this space at the time, the 2011-2012 Bruins were not a group to
make Uxbridge proud. It wasn’t that they finished well down in the standings and made
a hasty departure from the playoffs. That could happen in any season; ups and downs
happen in the history of any team. But it was the way they conducted themselves while
doing it.

Last season’s Bruins, although individually fine and talented young men, hardly
behaved that way as a group. They were far and away the most penalized team in their
division, a dubious honour that has traditionally gone to their rivals in Lakefield or
Little Britain. And as it became obvious that their talents were not sufficient to over-
come being constantly short-handed, they made no obvious effort to remedy the situ-
ation. They continued to act as if they were playing roller derby.

We laid this at the feet of the coach, and it soon became plain that we weren’t alone.
Not long after the season ignominiously ended, he and several of his supporters on the
Bruins staff were gone, replaced by a former coach, Dan West, and general manager,
Ron Archibald, whose names were synonymous with a tradition of Bruins success.

We freely admit here that we are not impartial observers. The Cosmos has been a
sponsor of the Bruins for several years, and we’re proud to do that; they are truly
Uxbridge’s team, and the Bruin is as much a symbol of the township as the Quaker or
the cosmos flower. All the more reason why we expressed our dismay and disappoint-
ment last season.

But if you’ve been following the progress of this year’s team over the last couple of
months, you will know that the Bruins have made a complete turnaround under West’s
and Archibald’s leadership. They are at the top of the standings again, having lost only
twice in regulation time over the first 18 games. But more importantly from the stand-
point of representing their community, they have gone from being the most-penalized
to the least-penalized team in the division, by a healthy margin.

Last Sunday’s game in Bowmanville will serve to illustrate. Over 60 minutes, the
Bruins took a grand total of six minutes in penalties, compared to 32 for the Eagles
(although 22 of those were taken by one player). The previous game at home, the
Bruins also had only three penalties for six minutes in the box.

As Mr. Varley has reported, the team, which underwent almost a complete overhaul,
has many more local players on the roster this year. That could be a large part of the
reason for its attitude: pride in wearing “Uxbridge” on the jersey.
Whatever the cause, we congratulate the entire Bruins organization, not only for their

success on the scoresheet, but in the way they play the game. They give us exciting
hockey, and clean hockey. Those who preferred last season’s version had better get
used to it. 

Letters to the Editor
Re: Calling out a coward 
(Am I Wrong, Nov. 15)
As a long-time friend of Roger’s, I
have no trouble telling him to his face
when I disagree with his opinions,
and he has no trouble hearing it. In
fact, I think he enjoys being chal-
lenged. This time, I have to say,
Roger, you are dead right. Opposing
someone’s opinion openly often takes
courage; hiding behind anonymity is
cowardly. But what I find even more
offensive in CFAN’s diatribe on The
Man’s Forum, is the personal attack
on Roger and The Uxbridge Cosmos.
Mocking someone’s personal
demeanor and clothing smacks of
childish bullying. If I heard one of
my children behaving this way, I
would tell them to grow up and get
out of the schoolyard. CFAN should
do the same, or keep his or her opin-
ions to him or herself.

Yvonne Carroll
Uxbridge

In regards to Trinity United Church
not allowing the Mass for Peace
Concert because of the Muslim
prayer, a fair question was asked by
two of your readers, “...if any
mosque, synagogue, or temple would
even allow a secular play to be per-
formed in their place of worship.”
The answer is yes. The Interfaith
desk at the United Church of Canada
was very helpful in providing several
examples, such as the Mosque ISIJ of
Toronto which recently held an inter-
faith gathering, and a building in
Waterloo that is co-owned by Temple
Shalom and Westminster United.
The “Muslims of Calgary” website
states that their buildings are open to
all community and faith groups. The
United Church’s policy on interfaith
relations is positive and extensive
with several books available to pro-
mote understanding. I had similar
reservations about the Muslim faith
until I learned that there is a differ-
ence between moderate and radical

Muslims and the moderate majority
are working hard to point out the dif-
ference even though they have
received death threats, (Muslims
Facing Tomorrow). The purpose of
the Mass for Peace is to promote
awareness and understanding and
Trinity United is still successful in
that regard, albeit through controver-
sy.

Mary Dube
Zephyr

Another election, another “All
Candidates Meeting” hosted by the
Cosmos. Laudable yes, but effective as
a democratic means to educate and
energize Uxbridge’s electors?
Questionable.

The format, timing, locale, and
results have become both predictable
and unrewarding. Such meetings are
now the gathering place for the same,
mostly aging, familiar faces, a core of
about two hundred adults willing to
brave a wet, cold autumn Uxbridge
evening to meet the candidates.

Should this impression be perceived
to be that of a cynic, or more simply,
that of a cranky old man, may I draw
your attention to the concluding
remarks of our perennial moderator,
Mr. Barris, who openly bemoaned the
obvious fact that very few young peo-
ple were in attendance. This observa-
tion identifies the pattern in recent
years, not the exception. When 39%
of our eligible voters produce a
majority government in Ottawa, is
something not amiss? Is the status
quo really acceptable?

In an attempt to counter this appar-
ent dysfunction, let me offer a couple
of suggestions. First, to engage
youth, take the meeting to a time and
locale where they are available and
comfortable. School cafeterias or
gymnasia are excellent sites for large
group gatherings. Precedents have
been established in other jurisdictions
for “All Candidates Meetings” to be
held in schools. Teachers of Civics

have welcomed opportunities to
showcase the magic of democracy in
action. With preparation, students
can be motivated to raise fair, open,
and honest concerns that they may
have with regard to current issues,
and the possible impact such may
have on their futures.

Open such a meeting to everyone in
our community – just maybe, differ-
ent generations may learn from each
other.

Second, change the format.
Dispense with the five minute com-
ments from candidates. Electors in
attendance have received pamphlets
from candidates, read media editori-
als, witnessed political advertisements
in local papers, and generally are
comfortable in their knowledge of
where each candidate’s party’s plat-
form resides.

Start the meeting with a series of
written questions/observations sub-
mitted to you by electors/students.
These could be of a general nature to
possibly encourage candidates to spell
out their visions of Canada’s future.
To be fair, these should be shared
ahead of the meeting with all
involved – a simple list published in
advance by the Cosmos should suffice.
Undoubtedly this interchange would
evoke questions from the floor and
further worthwhile dialogue.

At the meeting’s conclusion allow
time for each candidate to make
his/her summation, and invite all
present to share time together in
informal discussion. Publish the
results with a request for feedback.

Please understand that these few
observations and suggestions repre-
sent an effort on the part of an elder-
ly idealist cum realist who is not yet
prepared to give up on a democratic
process that indeed may be in some
jeopardy.

Bob Davis
Uxbridge



The Renovation 
Tax Credit

The provincial government has
made good on its promise to give
seniors a tax credit under the
“Healthy Homes Renovation Tax
C r e d i t ”

(fin.on.gov.ca/en/credit/hhrtc).
This tax credit will allow individu-
als to make adjustments to their
current homes that should allow
them to stay in their current homes
longer.

As we all know, Boomers started
hitting “retirement age - 65” last
year and for the next 30 years or so,
the number of people reaching that
age will continue to increase.
Adequate or appropriate housing
for seniors is currently in short sup-
ply and with the focus on condo-
miniums and single family units,
this situation is not going to
improve any time soon.

“Aging in place”, as it is known
(meaning people staying in their
homes as long as they can), is the
choice of most people. Today's
Boomers are still very active and fit
and do not see themselves as being
ready for nursing homes at the age
of 65, 70 or even 80.

In addition, not all retirees want
to move out of their communities
and head to the big city or other
towns that have been forward
thinking enough to allow the con-
struction of either multiple housing
units or condominiums, and not all
older individuals want to live in

condominiums. 
Unfortunately, many of the

changes that need to be made to
homes are costly and should be
done while individuals are (a) still
earning an income and (b) intel-

lectually capable of overseeing the
changes. In addition, if people
hope to remain in their homes for
another 10 to 15 years, big-ticket
items such as new roofs, furnaces
and windows will need to be
looked at and possibly replaced,
and the tax credit does not cover
these.

Municipalities will also need to
look at by-laws with respect to
building permits and guidelines.
Over the years Canadians have
moved away from bungalows to
cottage style (two storey) homes.
Although the Tax Credit allows for
the installation of chair lifts and
elevators, most hallways and door-
ways are not wide enough to
accommodate wheelchairs and very
few people will be able to afford an
elevator, so people dependent on
wheelchairs or walkers will find lit-

tle use for chair lifts. 
Renovating a home to accommo-

date an elderly person may, unfor-
tunately, also devalue the home as
most future homebuyers will be
young or middle aged individuals
who will not be interested in the
renovations.

The tax credit is a good first step,
but understanding the complexities
and challenges that we will face as
we age, being proactive and having
all branches of government work-
ing together, will be crucial if we
are to effectively deal with this
impending housing crisis.
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www.facebook.com/UxbridgeBIA
HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!

Scot and 
Kim Benson 
of Uxbridge
are proud to
announce 
the marriage of

LAURA

BENSON
to

RYAN

MCFARLAND
Nov. 10, 2012

BOOK YOUR 2013 MEMBERSHIP NOW!
- 10% OFF when you book before Nov 30th, 2012
- Call 905-852-7962 to book now!
Book your Christmas party 
at Scrambles today - 905-852-7323

Designed Lifestyles
with Susan Fedorka

Specializing in

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

GOING

 
GREEN

AT
 
 410 AUTO

 
 
 

 

Rick Callaghan

Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid
Porsche
European & Asian

Uxbridge Horsemen’s Association President Margaret Langlands (in the green shirt) presents
$1500, the proceeds from their presentation of the RCMP Musical Ride, to (L to R) Julie Train,
Linda Butson and Jane Sleep of the Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity. Photo by Conrad Boyce.



by Michelle McNally

Not many Uxbridge kids can say
they're one of the best riders in
Ontario. In fact, not very many
people can in general. Hannah
Murray, a 12 year old Uxbridge
Public School student, and her
pony, Finders Keepers, are “Pony
Classic” victors of the Royal
Winter Fair. As of last Saturday,
the 10th, Hannah and her prized
pony have achieved their latest
and greatest triumph in the
world of show jumping. 
'Finders Keepers' is well known

for his stubborn streak. It could
be something in his Welsh Cross
blood, but it sure as heck makes
him a challenge to ride.
Although, with much love and
training with Hannah and her
coach Natalie Smith, 'Finders
Keepers' continues to develop

into a successful, well rounded
pony. Hannah has been with
horses all her life, so there is no
doubt she has a talent for taming
such beasts.
As her mother, Manuela Meyer,

confirms “Hannah has been rid-
ing since she could sit.”
The duo, in their time together,

has conquered many small cir-
cuit type competitions before,
but the Royal currently stands as
their crown accomplishment.
The Royal Winter Fair, if you
don't know it already, is the
largest indoor agricultural fair
and equestrian games in the
world. Hosted in Toronto every
November, the Royal Fair has
been a gathering for shoppers,
competitors, and passionate
farmers from all over the globe
for the last 90 years. 

To enter the Royal Fair,

Hannah and “Finders Keepers”
had to compete for a spot in the
top 12 rankings for Ontario. 

“We were up against better
quality breeds of ponies,” says
Meyer. “Ones that didn't spook
as easily or weren't as stubborn”

Despite the challenges with
''Keepers” behaviour, the two
qualified in fifth place for the
Medium Pony Classics Division.
Facing riders just a few years dif-
ferent of her own age, Hannah
competed against three different
divisions of riders from across
southern Canada. Together, the
pair was faced with a maze of
hurdles and bars. The judges,
absolute in their marking, scored
the horses and their riders on
their proceedings, jumps and
landings. Points could be
deducted if a horse refused to
jump, hesitated, or didn't take
off correctly. Jumping is sport of
precision. 

Scoring the highest percentage
of 80%, 'Keepers' and Hannah
were declared winners. The two
walked away with ribbons, a cash
prize, and big smiles on their
faces. Back at 'Finders Keeper's”
home, Montara Farms in
Claremont, Hannah and her
pony continue to prepare for

whatever contests that capture
their attention next. School,
friends and sports keep Hannah
interested until her next oppor-
tunity for a big win arrives.
“I love riding, but I also enjoy a

little bit of volleyball too,”

explains Hannah.
In the years to come, it can only

be certain that Hannah and
'Finders Keepers' will carry on
down their path for greatness. 
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Try the finest fresh sushi in 
North Durham...

All you can eat from
$1995

10% off with this coupon
(regular menu only)

54 Water Street, Port Perry   905.982.1144

Uxbridge 
Farmers’ Market

Indoors at the
Uxbridge Arena Community Centre

Sundays until Dec. 23, 10 am - 2 pm

Check us out for late-season produce,
baked goods, preserves, honey products,

frozen meats,
AND...

Dozens of unique gift ideas
for the coming

Holiday
Season!

The next session of Basic Ballroom Dancing begins 

Thursday January 10, 2013 
Classes will be held at the Uxbridge Arena every Thursday

from 7:00pm to 9:00pm for 10 weeks 

Registration is only $290 per couple for 10 weeks
To register contact Marta Croly at martamac1@yahoo.ca 

or call 905-903-6437

Great social time, great exercise and a whole lot of fun!

in Uxbridge!

Learn the basics of

Marta and Mark look forward to seeing
you in January and watching you learn

the Basics of ballroom Dancing!

Hannah and her pony conquer the Royal Winter Fair



by Nancy Melcher

His music is on the spaceship
Voyager 1, which is about to
leave our solar system for inter-
stellar space. He was described as
a genius, eccentric, and a child
prodigy. He achieved “the highest
marks of any candidate” on his
final exam at the Royal
Conservatory of Music in
Toronto, at the age of twelve,

thus attaining “professional
standing as a pianist”. He began
his training when he was seven. If
he hadn't died from a stroke at
age fifty, he might have celebrat-
ed his 80th birthday in
September. 
Glenn Herbert Gould was born,

and lived most of his life, in
Toronto. Glenn's parents were
both musical, and his mother
taught him to play the piano at a

very young age. His grandparents
lived in Uxbridge on Second
Avenue, and he frequently visited
them. 
His first public performance was

at Uxbridge’s Trinity United
Church, in 1938, when he was
only five years old. He played
several pieces on the piano to
honour the Church's 50th
anniversary, two of which were

his own compositions. The Times
Journal reported that he “quickly
impressed the audience that here
was something of a musical
genius in the making …  the two
original compositions of the little
chap were quite remarkable in
one so young”. 

A local woman worked for
Glenn's mother for two summers
at the family cottage on Lake
Simcoe when she was a teenager.
She remembers Glenn as a
youngster of seven or eight. He
didn't have many friends, so they
would play games together, or go

fishing. She'd bait hooks and also
take off the fish for him. She
remembered, “I prepared the
meals and he'd always want to eat
carrots.” 
He would practice the piano for

about two hours every day. “He
was very good, and played classi-
cal music - none of that jazzy
stuff.” If he played a piece poorly,
his mother would call down from
her sick bed upstairs, chastising
him. He wouldn't say he was
sorry, but instead would play a
special piece of music, often his
own composition, to make
amends. 

“He never made much fuss
about practicing. I think he liked
playing the piano, even at that
age. He was quite willing to do
it.” 

Glenn grew up in the Beaches
area of Toronto, an affluent part
of the city. His parents, Florence
and Bert, indulged their only
child. Bert would upgrade their
piano regularly, from uprights to
grands, eventually knocking
down a wall in their house to
build a studio for Glenn's two
grand pianos and recording
equipment. In addition, the
piano at the cottage was replaced
every couple of years: the winter
weather was not kind to the
instruments!

Glenn's eccentricities were
apparent when he would bundle
up to avoid drafts. He often wore

gloves, and on one occasion he
merely observed his father and
some neighbours moving a
piano, refusing to help for fear of
doing damage to his hands. 

His early performances were
often in churches in Uxbridge
and Toronto. Glenn preferred
intimate venues with smaller
audiences. He toured the world,
but gave fewer than two hundred
concerts during his career. In
1964 he gave his last public con-
cert, devoting the rest of his life
to recording in the studio. Local
residents who were lucky enough
to see Glenn play the piano were
treated to a unique experience. 

Today, reporters come to visit
our little town, trying to under-
stand the man who made such
amazing music. They have come
from as far away as Japan and
Germany, to learn about Glenn
Gould, the child and young man
who pushed the boundaries, saw
music differently, and took
painstaking care to record his
interpretation of classical music,
some of which was written hun-
dreds of years ago. We are lucky
to have such a close connection
to this genius. 

Photo: Glenn at the piano, Feb.
1946, with his English setter,
Nick. Courtesy of the Uxbridge
Historical Centre
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and

byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-

son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location

of our photo, will receive a prize; this week, it’s two

tickets for The Diaries of Adam & Eve at the Music

Hall. Last week’s viewpoint was not guessed; it was

the sign at Vitality Yoga. We’ll have the answer to

the upper photo next week. Photos by Renee

Leahy.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS TURKEY NOW -
WE HAVE ALL THE TRIMMINGS TOO!

GAME NIGHT WITH THE BRUINS
Support Uxbridge’s Team!
Hockey Night in Uxbridge

7:45 p.m., Uxbridge Arena
Sports Entertainment At Its Best!

Fri., Nov. 23
BRUINS vs.

GEORGINA

Check out all
things Bruin at:

www.uxbridgebruins.com

Walter Campbell
Original Watercolours, Cards, Prints

Tracy May
Custom Jewellery, Nostalgia Necklaces

Stuart Blower
Photography Services & Stone Carving

Ian Ball
Watercolours, miniatures

David Bolender
Photography & Art Prints

Alicia Moore
Jewellery

Istvan Lendvay
Paintings, Etchings and Sculpture

Siloam Hall, Green Number 7040 Concession # 2 (At Regional Road # 8,)
Siloam, Uxbridge, Ontario (10 minutes west, on Brock St.,)

November 24, 2012 11:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Participating Artists

“Christmas in
the Hamlet” Art Sale

“Christmas in
the Hamlet” Art Sale

"Siloam Hall" Art Exhibition and Sale Nov. 24

You’re Invited To The
UAA Siloam Studio Stop’s

Rich’s Famous Gourmet Coffee
Free Admission
Artwork Draw www.uxbridgearts.ca

Looking back to Glenn Gould’s Uxbridge beginnings
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Are Your Losing Your Memories?

Save Your Precious images From Ultimate Destruction!

Video Tape

8 mm Film

Super 8 & 16 mm

Colour Slides

Old Photos

Retouching

barbara@sbvisualmedia.ca

905-852-2729

www.sbvisualmedia.ca

TRANSFER TO DVDTRANSFER TO DVD NOW!
TRANSFER TO DVD

A Great Christmas Gift For The Family

Call for a quote today!

Blue Heron Books has the
perfect Christmas gift
for everyone
on your list...

62 Brock Street West | Uxbridge | 905-852-4282
www.blueheronbooks.com

25% OFF25% OFF

Grisham's Latest! Giller Prize Winner!

This
Week Only

This
Week Only

SANTA’S SLEIGH
Your one-stop shop for unique gift ideas!

UXBRIDGE MUSIC HALLTickets available In person at La Petite Fleur, UxbridgeOnline at www.onstageuxbridge.com Or call 
905-862-3697

Thursday, Jan.17to Saturday, Jan.19
7:30 pm

Thursday, Jan.24to Saturday, Jan.26
7:30 pm

Matinees:Saturday, Jan.19  Sunday, Jan.20Saturday, Jan.26
3:00 pm

Wouldn’t it be loverly...to see

present

my
Fair
LADY

my
Fair
LADY

www.uxbridgebia.ca

SANTA’S HUT
DOWNTOWN LOCATION:

In  King Henry’s Arms/CIBC parking lot
From 1:30 to 3:30 pm each day

Sat., November 24 (after  parade) & Sun., November 25

UPTOWN LOCATION:
Outside  Canadian Tire

10:30am to 12:30pm Saturdays, 12:30 to 2:30pm Sundays
December 1 & 2, December 8 & 9,  December 15 &16

Also spot Santa walking about at various locations
in town each weekend courtesy of the Uxbridge BIA

Uxbridge Travel Centre
15 Brock Street West

905-852-6163

A GIFT OF TRAVEL
Surprise your loved ones with a 

Family Vacation or a Gift Certificate 
this Christmas season. 

Come visit us - 
we’ve got a world of ideas!

www.uxbridgetravel.com
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To be or not to be (true to
Shakespeare, that is)

by Maggie Anderson

In order for any student across the
country to graduate from high
school he or she has to take four
English courses, one for each year
of secondary studies. 

Part of the curriculum is to study
Shakespeare. In grade nine, stu-
dents begin 'lightly' with the
comedies of a Midsummer Night's
Dream or Twelfth Night. The next
year it's a little more meaty and
dark with Romeo and Juliet, then
grade 11 gets downright scary with
Macbeth, and finally the grade 12s
study the fretful Hamlet (perhaps a
perfect end to high school life, as
fretting is a frequent grade 12 sen-
timent). 

As you can tell, each year the
courses get more and more
demanding. 

My own grade 10 English class is
just finishing up Romeo and Juliet.
I think I can honestly say that the
weeks spent studying it were rather
painful for the majority of stu-
dents. As an active theatre person,
I personally enjoy Shakespeare and
it doesn't scare me or make me
uncomfortable. But I truly think
that's only because I've been
exposed to it enough that I have
come to realize Shakespeare wrote
some of the most amazing stories

and has provided some of the most
profound moments on stage. I was
initially worried about the lan-
guage and the strangeness of it all,
too. But familiarity has bred a
respect and a kind of comfort level
for me.  

However, there are many who do
not share this point of view. In
today's society, all too often
Shakespeare is seen as a dreaded
thing. I can still remember in
grade nine, when students greeted
the announcement of a
Shakespeare play with dread and a
great amount of trepidation.
Students had to work really hard
to decode the complicated lines
down to the last detail. We began
by learning what iambic pentame-
ter is and then created our own
poems with the formula. It felt like
writing in another language. 

In grade 10, students were far
from enthusiastic again. As a way
to keep our class interested, our
teacher let us watch the 1996 film
version of the play (with Claire
Danes and Leonardo DiCaprio). I
suppose the idea was to keep us
interested in the task at hand while
allowing us to relate to the play
with its more modern sensibility. 

However, if you have seen the
movie you will probably know that
it really is not that good (or maybe
that's just my personal opinion).
The film is set somewhere they call
“Verona Beach.” It looks like some
sort of version of Vegas, but most

scenes take place in an odd, aban-
doned stage on the beach. The
Montagues and Capulets wander
around with guns strapped to their
chests, and the famous opening
lines, “Two households both alike
in dignity” ...are delivered by a TV
screen. In the end, instead of stab-
bing herself, Juliet shoots herself in
the head with a pistol. The movie
is overdone and the acting is hard-
ly up to par with any of the classi-
cal actors on stage doing
Shakespeare's plays. 

So is there merit to showing it? Is
this the way to get kids to connect
to classical stories - by making
them more palatable, using today's
stars as bait? I guess I can grudg-
ingly say that if it does make
Shakespeare come to life, in any
way, it's all for the good.  But
maybe even more significant is
what I'm hoping for this week -
that’s when we watch a better ver-
sion (the 1968 film by Franco
Zeffirelli), hopefully students can
see for themselves what depth
there is in this play. But it still begs
the question: can today's students
only appreciate this work by
watching it as a movie that has
been run through Hollywood's
hands? 

That begs another question, of
course: why are we even studying
this at all, if students find
Shakespeare one of the most bor-
ing things they are forced to
endure? Will the majority of us
ever go on to use this knowledge in
our daily lives? The answer is prob-
ably 'no'. Some Tigers would say
the real 'tragedy' in Shakespeare is

having to study it all!   
But I would answer back to them

this way: your experience with
Shakespeare has taken you back to
language from another time and
place, you've stretched your brain,
and probably most important of
all it has introduced you to time-
less characters whose motivations,
dreams, worries, and triumphs

really are just as alive today as four
hundred years ago when
Shakespeare first created them. I
do honestly believe his works have
survived for centuries for a good
reason. So, in the end, if we get
introduced by Hollywood, but
some spark goes off in us as a
result, I'm glad. “The play's the
thing,” after all…

Nov. 22-Dec. 1 MARK TWAIN’S THE DIARIES
OF ADAM AND EVE. Whimsical and poignant
look at the lives of Adam and Eve, OnStage
Uxbridge production a labour of love for co-stars
Roger Varley and Dorothy Partridge. For full box
office info, see page 19.

Sat., Nov. 24, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace hike Al Shaw side Trail. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161.

Sat., Nov. 24  Uxbridge Curling Club
Pancake Breakfast Warm up before the Santa
Claus Parade with a hot Pancake Breakfast. 8:00 to
11:00 am. Uxbridge Curling Club. Everyone
Welcome.

Sat., Nov. 24 Santa Claus Parade  11 a.m.
from the Arena to USS.

Sat., Nov. 24 After the Parade Luncheon,
11:30 - 2, warm up and enjoy a delicious home-
made hot lunch in the lower hall of St. Paul's
Anglican Church. Bake sale, prize tables, silent auc-
tion plus our popular menu of homemade soups,
chili, muffins and desserts. Hot dogs too! Everyone
welcome.

Sat., Nov. 24 After Parade FREE Public
Swim! 1-3pm. Call Uxpool for more info: 905-852-
7831.

Sat., Nov. 24  Open House 10am-1pm
Treehouse Business Centres, 99 Brock Street West,
Unit #2. Treehouse is sponsoring a FREE Open
House for the Santa Claus Parade. We ask that you
bring a non perishable food item to go towards the
Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes food bank. Get warmed
up or watch the parade from the Treehouse. We will

have hot chocolate and some other goodies, come
share some holiday cheer with us.

Sat., Nov. 24 L M Montgomery Society
presents An Old Fashioned Christmas
Concert, 7:00 pm. Great talent, Christmas carol
sing-a-long, and a visit from Santa for the kids!
Historic Church, Leaskdale. Admission by donation.
Info at www.lmmontgomer.ca or call 905-852-3517.

Sun., Nov. 25, 2:00 p.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a 6 km 2+ hr. slow to
moderate pace hike on the Secord/Goodwood
Tract.  Bring water and a snack.  Well mannered
dogs welcome.  Meet at the parking lot 2 km south
of Durham Rd. 21 on Conc. 3 and east on Secord
Rd.  Brian and Kathy Clark 905-841-9757.

Sun., Nov. 25  Celtic Christmas Concert  in
support of the Uxbridge Legion Pipe Band with
Claidhmor, Champion Fiddlers, Bon Accord and
Susan Ryman. Tickets $20 at the door or La Petite
Fleur.

Tues., Nov. 27 FREE Take TIME event! Family
bowling night! 6-8 pm. Parish Lanes on Brock St.
MUST pre-register with Rebecca Harman
camps@town.uxbridge.on.ca
www.taketimeuxbridge.ca

Wed., Nov. 28 FREE Take TIME event!
Hike and Seek! (0-6 years) 10:00am. Uxbridge
Public School- 64 Victoria Dr. Hosted by Uxbridge
Early Learning Centre – Durham Farm and Rural
Family  www.takeitimeuxbridge.ca 

Wed., Nov. 28, 7:30 p.m.  The Oak Ridges
Trail Association is hosting a moderate pace 2.5
hr. Full Moon hike in Durham Forest. Bring water and
a snack. Meet at main parking at 3789 Conc. 7.
Call to confirm if the weather is stormy. Chris
Johnston 905-852-7524.

Wed., Nov. 28  Coffee Hour for Retired
Teachers The Retired Teachers of Ontario, Region
of Durham-District 28 invite fellow retired teachers to
join them on Nov. 28 from 10-11 am at Tim Hortons,
Uxbridge for a coffee and treat. Look for the group
when you arrive at Tim Hortons.

Wed., Nov 28 Well-being presentation on
Moringa Oleifera, hosted by Dr. Howard Fisher.
Seniors Centre, 75 Marietta St. Registration and free
product sampling at 6:30 pm, presentation starts at
7:00 pm. All are welcome, free admission. To
confirm your space, call Catherine at 905-715-
1351.

Wed. Nov. 28, 7:30pm. Theatre Night at
the Museum. Come out to a brand new play
about our town written by talented Uxbridge stu-
dents. Audience members are invited to be part of
the show - no acting experience necessary. All ages
are welcome to attend. Admission by donation. For
more information contact the museum at 905-852-
5854 or museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca. Museum
Schoolhouse.

Thurs., Nov. 29 SOUP LUNCH 11am-1pm
Goodwood United Church. $3 for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage.

Sat., Dec. 1, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace loop hike on the Al Shaw side Trail. There are
some hills. No dogs please.  Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21.  Russ Burton 905-830-2862

Sat., Dec. 1 Past & Presents Artisan
Christmas Craft and Gift Sale 10am-4pm at the
Uxbridge Historical Centre Museum. Hand-painted
gift ware and garden decor, folk art, jewellery and
accessories, specialty candles and soaps, photo-
graphs,paintings, custom embroidery.....and
more....Free admission but a donation to the
Historical Society is always appreciated.

Sat., Dec. 1 Sacred Heart Church Annual
Bake Sale 10:00 to 2:00pm in church hall. Home
made soup and chili served for lunch. All are wel-

come.

Sat., Dec. 1 Monday Morning Singers per-
form Antonio Vivaldi's "Gloria". St. Paul's
Anglican Church. 7:30 p.m. Accompanied by
organist Ian Sadler.  Tickets $15.00 at Presents,
Presents or at the door. Children free.
www.mmsingers.org. (905) 852-3693.

Sun., Dec. 2 Authentic Scratch & Friends'
20th Christmas Open House 10-11 a.m. at
Reachview Village, Uxbridge. We are always
looking for new talent, be it music, dance, story and
joke-telling. Everyone welcome. For more infor-
mation please contact Jo at 905-852-6487.

Sun., Dec. 2 - 7:30 pm - Candlelight Service,
Sandford United Church.
Come to enjoy the beginnings of the festive season.

Mon., Dec. 3, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2.5 hr. moderate pace
hike in Walker Woods, Al Shaw.  Well mannered
dogs welcome. Meet at 6th Conc. and Albright Rd.
parking lot.  Brian & Wilma Millage 905-853-2407.

Tues., Dec. 4  Pine Grove Pioneer Church
Christmas Carol Service 7 p.m.  Christmas
music and stories, good will offering to Salvation
Army. All welcome.

Fri., Dec. 7, 9:30 a.m.  The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 2+hr., 10+ km fast pace
hike in Walker Woods. There are hills. No dogs
please.  Meet at parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright
Rd.  Joan Taylor 905-477-2161

Sat., Dec. 8, 7:00 a.m.  The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace hike on the Al Shaw side Trail.  Join us for
breakfast after the hike.  No dogs please.  Meet at
the trail entrance on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21.  Joan Taylor 905-477-
2161.

Sat. Dec 8 The Kids Christmas Bird Count –
a family event ages 8 and up - birding the Trails of
Uxbridge
-Register at “Presents” 60 Brock Street or email Derek
at dconn50@powergate.ca

Sat., Dec. 8  Christmas In Uxbridge - Men of
Note Choir,  7:30 PM - A pleasing balance of
tenor, baritone and rich, resonant bass voices that
together create an almost perfect blend of sweet har-
monious sound. Tickets: $ 15 Adults, $ 12 Seniors
and Children 12 and under from the Church Office
or phone 905-852-7016. St Paul's Anglican Church.

Sun., Dec. 9, 2:00 p.m.  The Oak Ridges Trail
Association is hosting a 3 hr.; 7 km slow to mod-
erate pace hike in Walker Woods.  Families and well
mannered dogs welcome.  Meet at parking lot on the
west side of Conc. 7, 2 km south of Goodwood Rd.
Brian & Kathy Clark 905-841-9757.

Needed. Donations of used or new baseballs,
baseball mitts, baseball bats. Group leaving at the
end of December for a missionary trip to Dominican
Republic. Organized by St. Paul's, Leaskdale. Will
pick-up or you can drop off. Please call Don on his
cell 416 991-2277. All donations greatly appreciat-
ed by the children.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances Are” Store on
Bascom Street accepting good winter clothing.
Proceeds to Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us to men-
tion, please contact us at cosmosboyce@power-
gate.ca or 905-852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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ONGOING
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UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

Tiger Talk



Last week we took a look at what the
candidates stood for and how they
would deal with the issues of concern to
the Uxbridge voting public, this week
we wanted to pull back the party plat-
form veil and take a look at the person
behind the candidate.

by Shelagh Damus

For Larry O’Connor, candidate for the
NDP, serving the community is the
foundation upon which O’Connor has
lived his life.

“I am dedicated to the community
and am looking forward to serving
them again as MP,” said O’Connor.
He was born in Oshawa, lived for 30
years in the town of Sunderland, and
has recently taken up residency in
Bowmanville.

An hourly employee for General
Motors, he ended his 30 years with
GM in communications. His politi-
cal career ran alongside his work in the
auto industry. “GM made allowances
for me to serve in politics.” And serve
he did. He was an MPP under Bob
Rae, serving as a parliamentary assis-
tant on the Health and GTA portfo-
lios. He was elected twice as Mayor of
Brock Township, and five times as a
Regional Councillor.
O’Connor is married and has one son

who lives in Alberta. His passion for
volunteering has left little time for
other pursuits and O’Connor is happy
with that. He is proud of his contribu-
tions to the community. From his early
work with the Boy Scouts, his time as
a hospice care worker to his many vol-
unteer hours on the North Durham
Social Development Council. When
prodded for something outside the
scope of volunteerism, he struggles.
“Not sports,” he says with a chuckle.
He used to watch his son play hockey
but that is about it. And while he
enjoys the arts he doesn’t “partake in
them.”

Michael Nicula is the candidate for the
Online Party of Canada who considers
himself a “very opinionated person.”
But he is quick to add, that he “does

try to educate [himself ] before [he]
speaks.” He was born in Transylvania,
Romania to a Hungarian mother and a
Romanian father. Educated in
Romania he graduated high school as a
technician in Nuclear Technologies,
followed by a M.Arch. from a universi-
ty in Romania. In Seattle he studied at
the University of Washington to
obtain his MBA. And then in 1997, he
arrived in Canada where he completed
his Certified Management Accounting
degree while working for SAP Canada,
a human resources and payroll soft-
ware company. He is still employed by
the same company.
The divorced father of one has always

had an interest in politics that stems
from his concern with “how the 40%
paid in income tax is being spent.” He
wanted to “enter into the political dia-
logue.” So he joined the Liberal party
but quickly became disenfranchised
with the Liberals when he saw no con-
nection between the expressed opin-
ions of members and the decisions
being made. In 2005, he “tried with
the Conservatives.” But found it was
the “same story – no one listened.” He
considered the NDP or the Green
party but opted for Democracy
Advocacy groups until he realized they
had “no political power.” This ulti-
mately led him to found the Online
Party of Canada.
Nicula is an avid traveler, who spends

one month a years travelling to “far
and remote and exotic places.” He sees
travel as a way to “relate to all those
cultures” that are part of the multicul-
tural tapestry of Canada.

Liberal Party candidate Grant Humes
was born in British Columbia. 

“We moved to Ontario when I was
about 6 years old. My father was in the
oil industry and that was when the oil
industry was moving east,” says
Humes. The married father of five
adult children returned to
Bowmanville four years ago from the
family home in Ajax 

Humes attended the University of
Toronto for a time, but he left the
school to work in the golf industry. His

31 year career saw him move up the
ladder at the Board of Trade where he
finished out his last 10 years in the
position of Vice-President and Chief
Operating Officer. Through those
years he served on many organizations
related to the golf industry. Ironically,
he doesn’t consider himself “much of a
sports fan.” A self-described family
man, Humes found that when his chil-
dren were young his “life revolved
round the children and their activi-
ties.” His early volunteering saw him
take on responsibilities as a parent vol-
unteer and sees himself as an average
guy with a understanding of the issues
of the family.

“Not nuts about the arts,” Humes
enjoys music and theatre. And has
always been an avid reader. But his real
passion is for community service. He
was instrumental in starting Doors
Open Clarington and the preservation
of the historic training school (Camp
30) site in Bowmanville. He is equally
passionate about veteran affairs and
feels that “how people think we deal
with our veterans and how we do care
for them” is the defining issue of the
campaign. One he will bring front and
centre if he is sent to Ottawa.

The Conservative candidate is Erin
O’Toole, the second O’ on the ballot.
O’Toole was captivated by the RMC
during a summer he spent in
Kingston. He attended the next year
and began his military career as an offi-
cer in the Royal Canadian Air Force.
He made the rounds to Trenton, and
Winnipeg before being posted to
Shearwater, Nova  Scotia as a tactical
navigator on Sea King helicopters. He
remained with the reserves while
attending law school and retired from
the Canadian Forces after 12 years of
service. He “misses the esprit de corp”
of military life. 

“There is a sense of guilt when you
leave and some of your friends are still
serving,” says O’Toole. “I think that
is why I am drawn to charities related
to the military to fill the void.
O’Toole is the director and a founder
of the True Patriot Love Foundation
which provides financial support to
members of the military, veterans and
their families and has been involved
with the Vimy Foundation which pre-
serves and promotes Canada’s First
World War legacy.

O’Toole now works for the firm of
Heenan Blaikie LLP. On various
boards he is also a Rotarian and a
member of the Royal Canadian
Legion. Married with two children,
O’Toole places his family as his ”top
priority” for any free time he may
have. Before children, sports played a
bigger role in his life. A former triath-
lete, O’Toole must now be satisfied
with the occasional run or swim. A fan
of the CFL, O’Toole hopes to see the
”Argos win another Grey Cup” on
Sunday.

O’Toole considers himself a “roll-up
the sleeves type of person.” When he
gets passionate about a cause those
sleeves go up and he “dives in.”

Virginia Ervin is a long time member
of the Green Party. This is the third
time she has thrown her hat into the

political ring. She was a candidate in
the 2004 election when for the first
time in history the “Green Party field-
ed a candidate in every riding” across
the nation. It is safe to say Ervin was a
bit green at the time. She had just left
Durham College after an experience
that sparked her interest in the politi-
cal process. 
“I didn’t come from a political house-

hold. Both of my parents were union
workers but they never identified
themselves with a particular party,”
says Ervin. She had stood on a few
picket lines with her mother but she
didn’t see it so much political as it was
“to protect workers’ rights.” In hind-
sight, she sees that it may have
“brought out the protester in her.”

The catalyst to joining the Green
Party resulted from her time studying
Environmental Technologies at
Durham College. She had been dis-
heartened with a co-op placement that
put her in a” very toxic working envi-
ronment.” When she was returned to
school, she was asked to test ground
water sampled between the Oshawa
creek and a building site. The retrieved
same was “black water.” The students
“wanted to do something about it,”
but they were told “not to worry about
it.” The lack of concern concerned
Ervin and she made an Erin
Brockovich-like move to remove the
sample so it could be tested elsewhere.
Ervin was caught and told if she “took
the sample off the property she would
be charged with theft; they realized it
was incriminating evidence.” The
effect was to create a passion in Ervin
to see that issues regarding our envi-
ronment are not swept under a politi-
cal carpet.

A firm believer in the power of one,
Ervin holds to the notion that “one
person can change the world.” She
cites her friends and family as being
her go-to resources for free time, but
never strays from her environmental
roots. “On nature walks with friends I
have been known to bring along
garbage bags.”

She supports her musician friends
who are up and comers on the music

scene , and she was an artist in high
school who still occasionally picks up
her paint brush.

Coincidentally, Christian Heritage
Party candidate Andrew Moriarity, a
lifetime resident of Bowmanville, is
also an environmental technology stu-
dent, at Fleming College in Lindsay.
And he admits that were not so pas-
sionate about a particular social
issue,,he might have even been attract-
ed to the Green Party like his colleague
Ms. Ervin.
“A few years back I read about the life

of an activist named Linda Gibbons,
who had spent many years in jail
because of her actions against abor-
tion. I decided I had to take a stand
like her, and because the pro-life plat-
form is central for the CHP, I decided
to get involved.”

About the same time he got involved
in politics, Moriarity also switched
careers. He’d been involved in shipping
and logistics since high school, but
when his employer announced it
would be laying off a number of peo-
ple, he volunteered to be one of them.

“I was looking for something differ-
ent,” he says, so now, at the advanced
age of 40, he’s a full-time student.

Whether at his church, in his new
career or taking a political, Andrew
Moriarity is someone who is deter-
mined to make a difference.
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UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

RIGHT HAND MAN
Uxbridge - Cell  647-333-7746

SNOW CLEARING
Your Best Man for the Job!

www.myrighthandman.ca

Announcing

AUDITIONS
for Noel Coward’s

BLITHE SPIRIT
Directed by Michael Clipperton

This charming comedy has a cast of 7 characters (2 men, 5
women). Auditions are open call, so please show up right at 7pm.
No need to prepare a monologue, we will do cold readings from

the script. Please bring a photo of yourself - not necessarily a
"glam" shot, just a picture.

WHERE: ST PAUL'S CHURCH, 12251 Regional Road #1,
Leaskdale, on Wednesday November 28th and

Thursday November 29th at 7:00pm.
SHOW DATES: April 4-13, 2013

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Contact the producer directly at: 

blithe-spirit-producer@interhop.net.
We look forward to seeing you! 

Beyond the platform: the personalities in the by-election
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Garage Doors

Low & Low Limited
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

130 Years in Business  – 5 Generations
Honesty • Integrity • Fair Prices

Since 1875 Uxbridge Chapel - 23 Main St. S. 905-852-3073
Port Perry Chapel - 1763 Reach St.  905-985-7331

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

THE

WORD OF THE WEEK

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

905-852-3162

“The lifestyle of good
people is like sunlight at
dawn.”  

- Proverbs 4:18

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  cosmosboyce@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small
905.852.6970 or 

(cell) 416-705-6970
stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

www.biblesociety.ca

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Classified

Licenced 
Electrical Contractor

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Uxbridge 416-346-8501
ESA #7007371 mnleber@aol.com

ALEC
LEASK

Earthmoving & Haulage
Excavating • Grading

Sand • Gravel • Limestone
Site Preparation • Trenching

Basements • Driveways
Septic Systems

905-852-7395

HOLIDAY SALE

SAVE UP TO 40% OFF
ALL STOCK IN THE WORKSHOP

DON'T MISS THIS RARE CHANCE

NOV 24TH & 25TH

9AM-5PM

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Free

FREE PICKUP OF ANY TYPE OF METAL OR
ELECTRONICS, GOOD OR NOT: Appliances,
AC, microwaves, batteries, propane tanks, any
type of wire, BBQs, computers, plumbing fixture,
pianos, cars, trucks, boats, trailers, farm machin-
ery, skidoos, lawnmowers, motorcycles, etc, etc.
NOTHING TOO BIG OR SMALL, WE TAKE IT ALL. We
also clean out sheds, barns, garages, stores, facto-
ries. 905-952-9844 or 905-473-1907.  11/29

Services

HOME CARE FOR YOUR PETS: Day and
overnight care, your house or ours, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates, Uxbridge only.  905-
852-4454. 12/20
ADULT LEARNERS: I work with adults to
improve basic English reading, writing and math
skills. Fraser Education. 905-852-1145.  12/20
TUTORING: Physics, calculus, mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years teach-
ing experience. Call David at 905-862-2812.
12/5
HANDYMAN - REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS:
Drywall and stucco, painting interior and exterior,
plumbing, carpentry rough & finish, tiles ceramic
and vinyl, windows. 24-hr. service. 905-852-
1424. 12/12
QUALITY CARPENTRY AND HANDYMAN
SERVICES: Home repairs and renovations, base-
ments, baths, fences, decks, other yard structures.
Order your custom-designed outdoor furniture,
sheds or play-sets today, for winter (indoor) build
and spring delivery and installation. Call Steve at
905-852-1750. Northwood Home Services. 11/29

FOR A PAINTING QUOTE call two
old guys with paint brushes. Inside or
outside, no job is too small. Call Mike
at 905 852 1836. 12/5
SEMI-RETIRED CONTRACTOR available, no
job to small or too large, very reasonable rates.
Please call Neil at 905 960 2675.  11/22
PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA Sunday,
December 9th, 12-4pm. By appointment or drop

in. Family photos welcome!! K9’S in KAHOOTS,
6389 Main Street,Stouffville. (905) 642-8289.
www.k9sinkahoots.com   A portion of the proceeds
to be donated to the Uxbridge-Scugog Animal
Shelter.   12/5
INDOOR GOLF STUDIO AND LESSONS
Gift certificates for Christmas! Private indoor Golf
Studio. Indoor simulated golf sessions available.
Choose from 105 golf courses. Private instruction
can be provided by CPGA Golf Professional with 20
years teaching experience. All lessons are videoed
and emailed to student. Individual golf lessons
start at $65.00. Simulated golf rounds are $25.00
per person. Memberships available for golf and
instruction. Email at AGG@Bell.net for further
details and booking.  11/22
RENOVATIONS-RESTORATIONS-REPAIRS:
Kitchens, bathrooms, basements, built-ins, trim,
painting, iling, flooring and so much more. From
the complete Reno to the smallest repair. We are
there. Quality workmanship, at reasonable
rates,fully insured,call today 905-862-2899.
info@woodrockpro.ca  12/20

Wanted

ISLAND TAXI IS LOOKING FOR DRIVERS
in Uxbridge, Saturday and Sunday day shifts,
please call for info 905-852-4445.
BUSY FAMILY OF 5 looking for mature part
time nanny/housekeeper for daytime hours and
occasional evenings. Please call Kate 647 534
5225.  11/22
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT
REQUIRED for optometric office in Uxbridge.
This is a job-sharing position so the applicant must
be available to cover other days as needed for ill-
ness or holidays.  Offering two days a week, with
possibility of one other morning.  Drop off your
resume and other info at:  97 Brock Street West,
Suite 2A, or fax to: 905-852-7798 or e-mail us at:
eyedoc@powergate.ca   11/22

For Sale

HEARING AID. SAVE 60%. State of Art with
remote. Used 4 months only. Genuine reason for
sale. 905 852 7466.  11/22

TWIN WHITE BED with bookshelf headboard
and ecorative footboard, three drawers under-
neath (mattress not included), plus white desk with
chair. $100 for both. Children’s Nova guitar, blue,
$25. Children’s Memorex karaoke machine, $25.
905-473-6070.  11/29

For Rent

UXBRIDGE, QUAKER VILLAGE
$1,300/month inclusive - Spacious 2 bedroom
basement apartment available January 1, 2013.
Just over 1 year old located on a quiet cul de sac.
Rent includes utilities, parking, private entrance
and satellite TV. First and last months required,
credit checks and references, non-smoking and no
pets. Please call 416-602-4747. 12/5
MODERN COZY COUNTRY CABIN: Ashburn
area, with fireplace, all inclusive, one person, no
smoking, no pets, $775 inclusive. 905-655-3004.
11/22
TWO-BEDROOM BASEMENT APARTMENT:
Country home, Ashburn. $750 inclusive.  905-
655-3004.  11/22
GORGEOUS SETTING, charming, country
Uxbridge home to share with two single profes-
sionals, walk to town, 1 bright large bedroom at
$575.00. NS. Laundry, util., incl. 647-224-3938.
11/22

Events

ALBERTA BOUND SALE: Moving… and travel-
ling light! Furniture (IKEA shelving & island, maple
table & chairs, Samsung LCD TV, etc.), new moun-
tain bike, kitchen items, tools & more. This Friday,
Nov. 23, from 11am – 7pm at 44 Main Street
South. Call Sean for details: 416-689-8980.
11/22



Tis the Season

They say there are two rites of pas-
sage for any young actor: cruise
ship entertainment and children's
shows. Every actor, as they begin
their first trembling steps on what
they determinedly hope will be a
long and illustrious career, shall
pay their dues by performing in
schools or on boats. Thus it has
been, and shall be forevermore. 

I, being the naïve and single-
minded girl that I am, thought
perhaps, if I just kept my eyes fixed
forward, unwavering, I could
avoid the inevitable. I could, with
enough determination and grit,
bypass these genres that lack even
the residue of profundity. For five
years, I was doing well. I worked in
offices to pay for acting work-
shops, I served food to fund the-
atre companies, I slung beer to
finance the unending stream of
fruitless auditions. Then it struck
me. I could get paid to be an actor.
I could earn money as I networked
and honed my craft. And what
jobs pay, no matter what?
Children's shows and cruise ships.
That's right, I said it. And with the

promise of a steady paycheque and
daily performances, I decided that
paying my dues was long since…
well, due.

Since I wasn't sure if I had what
I've heard some people call 'sea
legs', I decided I could handle
entertaining children for a speci-
fied period of time. I also decided
that if I were going to do this, I
would have to do it properly. I
would not only do a children's
show, but a children's Christmas
show. As we enter our third week
of rehearsals for “A Hippo for
Christmas, a musical play for three
(3) players”, my ears are swimming
in Christmas songs while my eyes
are swimming in red and gold and
glitter. And it's only November.

I'm surprised to say it's not all
bad. First of all, this play has led
me to discover Bob Dylan's ver-
sion of Must Be Santa, which has
rapidly become my new favourite
Christmas tune. I have met an
accomplished group of character
actors who have already taught me
more than I thought I could know
about physicality, puppetry,
dialect, and character choice. I
have been endorsed by a producer

as a person worthy of compensa-
tion for her craft - something sur-
prisingly rare in my field. And per-
haps most importantly, I have con-
vened daily with a group of like-
minded artists to tell a story. 

And there is something profound
in that. The story will not change
nations or move mountains, but
there is something soothing in the
gathering of fellows who love the
same things you love. Who value
the same things you value. That
daily interaction with professional
peers is heartwarming and nerve-
steeling. It makes it easier to face
the long, cold lines of open audi-
tions. They commiserate with your
rejection and celebrate your suc-
cess. As we rehearse around our
warm cups of tea in shivering halls,
I find myself struck with a simple
realization: I would not want to be
anywhere else. 

I will also tell you a delicious lit-
tle secret: if you want adoring fans,
clung to the edges of their seats
while you traipse across stage-
boards in front of them, fill a the-
atre with children and tell them a
story of a little girl who wanted a
hippo for Christmas, and the per-
ils Santa will go through to make
sure she gets one. You'll have them
eating out of your hands.
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Visit Our Web Site For Gift Ideas, Volunteer Information and Children's Activities http://www.uxbridgetoydrive.com

Uxbridge Toy Drive
2012

Our Goal 1500 Toys
New unwrapped toys for donation to the Toy Drive may
be dropped off at any of the locations to the right.
The last day for drop off will be December 21st, 2012.
All toys donated will go to Uxbridge families

Drop Off Locations

Uxbridge Toy Drive
2012 

Far From Home
by Jennifer Carroll

Scenes from 
the Diaries of
Adam and Eve

Photos by
Stuart Blower



by Margery Cowley, 
Uxbridge Lawn 
Bowling Club.

Hurricane Sandy and now a
sprinkling of snow, have certain-
ly put an end to any thoughts of
lawn bowling until next April at
the earliest. It is hard, now, to
remember those hot sunny days
when an umbrella was used to
keep the sun off and not the cold
rain.
Apart from some mindless indi-

viduals who, one night, under

cover of darkness, tossed benches
onto the green and upended
flower tubs, we had an enjoyable
season. The younger members
excelled themselves both in
Uxbridge and at other clubs too.
They are a force to be reckoned
with! Alex and Nicole LeBlanc,
Nathan and Ryan Lofgren and
Quincey Garry represented
Uxbridge in British Columbia
and also in junior, district play-
downs. Bill Farthing took
Quincey and Nathan to Toronto,
giving them exposure to tourna-

ment play. A senior class from
Uxbridge High School came for
a week, and among them, the
coaches spotted some more
potential champions. We hope
to see more classes coming next
season. It is interesting to see
that after a few ends, the stu-
dents realize that there is a lot
more to lawn bowling than just
rolling the bowls down the green
and hoping they get somewhere
near the target jack!

The 2012 season ended with
another delicious roast beef din-
ner at Trinity United Church.
The house league winners
received their awards. Triples
winners were 1st, Shirley
Lenarduzzi, Carole Rawnsley
and Gerry Bignall; 2nd Shirley
Lenarduzzi, Nathan Lofgren and
Nicole LeBlanc; 3rd Alan Loney,
Margery Cowley and Roger
Jones; 4th Sandy Barton,
Quincey Garry and Don
Tribbling. The pairs winners
were Sandy Barton and Quincey
Garry with runners up, Bob
Owen and Nathan Lofgren.

Unfortunately for us, but great
news for Nathan; he will be
going to Australia in January to
attend a bible college. Australia is
a hot bed of lawn bowling, so he
will have plenty of opportunities
to play and hone his skills.

At the Annual General
Meeting, Cindy Finlay, the out-
going president, was applauded
along with her committee for
their many hours of hard work.
They had great support from
other volunteers. Jim Barton was
voted in as president for 2013.

So, we have taken our bowls
home, polished them and put
them away ready for 2013. See
you on the greens in spring!
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Saturday, December 1st                  
at 7:30pm 

Doors open at 6:30 pm 

E. RUTH MORRISON
January 13, 1934 - 
November 20, 1991

Loved and missed dearly,
The Morrison Family

YOU ARE INVITED
Vitality Yoga & Lifestyle Boutique’s Grand Opening & Open House

Sunday, December 2nd 1:00 - 4:00 pm

Sneak peak of the
Grand Opening Celebrations...

• Meet & Greet with the Vitality Team

• Designed for You: 1 Minute Yoga, Qigong & Meditative Prescriptions 

• 2:30 - 3:00pm: Celebrate Kids with Brandy, Parents & Tots (ages 2-5) 

• Elemi Organics & Vitality Yoga Product Launch

• Grand Opening Specials

• And so much more

Look for our ad in
next week’s Cosmos
for all of the juicy
details. 

Please join us and
GET YOUR YOGA ON! 

vitality@vylb.ca
www.vylb.ca

It is your practice...
you are your own guru.

33 Toronto Street North, Uxbridge 
(behind James-Campbell Insurance) 905 862 3424

Bowls put away till spring

Scenes at
the
Uxbridge
Skate Park

Photos by Conrad Boyce



Last year there were 2215
Christmas Bird Counts across the
Americas geared mainly for the
adult birder. This annual event has
run for over 125 years. Now a new
event has been designed with the
young birder in mind and it’s
spreading across the continent!
The Kids Christmas Bird Count
was first started in California in
2007, only last year spread to
Canada. In Ontario  Toronto,
Guelph and Port Rowan joined in,
and now for 2012 Uxbridge will
make its mark.

The Kids Bird Count allows
young people 8-16 to sign up with
a parent and join a team led by a
bird expert and walk the trails of
Uxbridge counting birds. The
objective will be to see how many
different birds there are at this time
of year. Fortunately at
Christmas time there are not as
many birds around as during the
rest of the year so identification is
much easier. Unlike the Annual
Official Christmas Count which
usually tallys 45-50 species and 5-
10 thousand birds when covering a
large area around Uxbridge (

15km diameter circle) with 40
keen birders all day, we, with a
much smaller group and smaller
area hope each child will be able to
see/hear about 10 different
species. Of course each team may
not see the same ten, so our total
should be more. How many do
you think you will count?

You are probably familiar with
your own backyard birds and know
birds seen in the summer. A little
refresher on what birds are around
now, and how to work those binoc-
ulars, will take place first. We will
meet at the Uxbridge Public library
at 8:30 am to sign in and explain
the procedure. Sounds early, but
birds are up early too and we don’t
want to miss them.

After we have put you on your
team, you will then head off to
your trail. Your leader will deter-
mine your starting location. Each
team will cover a different trail so
we won’t count the same birds
twice. Of course birds don’t usu-
ally stay still to be counted, so we
will need some easy locations to
count. Fortunately some home-
owner’s backyard bird feeders are
available on the route. Water
birds may be around if the local
pond isn’t frozen, so a trail passing
a pond will add more birds. Birds
flying overhead can be tricky and
your bird expert will help you
there. Once you have finished your
loop return to the library by
11:30am, and we will compare our
lists and get the grand total. Will
your team see the most birds in
species or number of individuals?

Bring binoculars if you have them
and a field guide to birds if you
have one. We will share if you don’t
Dress warmly as you will be out-
side walking for an hour or more.
Bring a snack to eat on the way.
Parents, be prepared to drive your
young birder to their bird hotspot
on the Trails of Uxbridge!

Hope you can join us on the
Christmas Bird Count for Kids!

Register at Presents on 60 Brock
Street, Uxbridge, or email Derek
at dconn50@powergate.ca
or call 905-852-5432.

•••••••••••••
We need leaders, too, and birders
with feeders! Many of you live on
our town trails or are close to town.
I need to know if you would be
willing to open your backyards to a
small group of children and par-
ents interested in learning more
about birds. This event would
happen on Sat Dec 8th well before
the official bird count day. Teams
of six children and adults will be
walking our town trails counting
birds they see. If you can keep your
feeder well stocked on that day and
would be willing to show us your
birds it would make the learning
experience more rewarding for all.
If successful, I am hoping the
future of bird counts and interest
in bird conservation will be
encouraged.

The official National Audubon
Christmas Count in Uxbridge will
take place on Thursday Dec 27th
and it would be great if you could

count birds with us on that day
too.
If you would like to help on Dec
8th Kids Bird Count and/ or to
participate on the Dec 27th
Official Bird Count please contact

me.Thanks, Derek Connelly 905-
852-5432 or email
dconn50@powergate.ca
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290 Toronto Street S.
905-852-9700
www.beggchiropractic.ca

ARE YOU IN PAIN?
Do you have chronic pain anywhere in your body? Have you tried many
forms of treatment without success? Is the pain worsening in frequen-
cy, intensity or duration? Are you worried about the long-term side
effects of pain medication?

Did you answer yes to any of these questions? If so, then Pain
Neutralization Technique may be just what you need. As the name
implies, this innovative treatment neutralizes and eliminates pain at its
source using recently discovered neurological reflexes.

It is effective for: headaches, neck pain, shoulder and arm pain, hip
and leg pain, arthritic joints, low back pain, foot pain, etc.

How does the Pain Neutralization Technique work? This amazingly
useful treatment has two steps. The first step is to confirm or recreate
the source of the pain with a thorough examination. Common tissues
that generate pain include: muscles, ligaments, tendons, bone or other
connective tissue. The second step involves the therapeutic stimulation
of specific reflex points. Patients report immediate reduction in the
intensity of pain and tenderness. After a few sessions the problem is
gone, usually permanently.

With remarkable effectiveness this technique also resolves abdominal
issues including: irritable bowel syndrome, indigestion and heartburn,
acid reflux, constipation or diarrhea, bloating and menstrual discom-
fort, urinary frequency or urgency.

To learn more about the Pain Neutralization
Technique, and how it can help you, call today
for a complimentary consultation and examina-
tion. Dr. John Clark, 

Chiropractor and Acupuncture Provider
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www.facebook.com/UxbridgeBIA
HOOT - Help Out Our Town!!

Kids to join in bird count Dec. 8 by Derek Connelly

Santa Parade
changes ending

After many years of finishing at
the Legion on Franklin Street, the
Uxbridge Santa Claus Parade will
have a bit longer route in 2012.

“It’s gotten more and more con-
gested on Franklin Street,” says
organizer Angela Horne. “Santa
was having trouble getting out of
there to his other commitments.
So we’re going to try finishing this
year at Nelkydd Lane by the high
school. There’s a lot more parking
there, and more options for get-
ting the floats away.”

Ms. Horne says this year’s
parade, starting this Saturday at
the Arena at 11 a.m., will feature
almost 70 floats and eight bands,
concluding, as usual, with old St.
Nick himself. There may even be
a few flakes of snow to put you in
the seasonal spirit.

Be sure to get your spot early for
a good view! 
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