
by Roger Varley and Lisha Van
Nieuwenhove

As moderator Ted Barris remarked
at the end of Monday night's can-
didates meeting at the arena,
Uxbridge politeness results in rela-
tively civil proceedings. The town-
ship’s first forum on Sunday after-
noon, however, didn’t display this
politeness.

A public forum held at the
Goodwood Community Centre for
mayoral, regional council and
Ward 1 candidates began in a civil
enough manner, but about three
quarters of the way through dis-
solved into a more-than-heated dis-
cussion which resulted in one
woman striking another on the
face. 

Event coordinator David O’Leary

said that the candidates presented
themselves, and then the 65 mem-
ber audience was given the chance
to ask questions. 

“It took a bit for them to get into
it, but then one woman stood up
and began speaking about the
issues she faced, and she began to
get visibly upset,” said O’Leary.

Antoinetta Tripodi was directing
her concerns mainly towards cur-
rent Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor,
who responded to Ms. Tripodi’s
comments by suggesting that, if she
was that dissatisfied with her living
situation, she should perhaps con-
sider leaving the township. Ms.
Tripodi’s frustration escalated, and
witnesses to the situation say that
she advanced on the stage where
candidates were sitting more than
once. The discussion became so

heated that Regional Councillor
Jack Ballinger left the forum alto-
gether. Ward 1 candidate Bev
Northeast, towards whom Ms.
Tripodi had also vented her frustra-
tions, left to obtain some docu-
ments and later returned to the
debate; Mayor O’Connor removed
herself from the stage and went to
sit in the audience. She too later
returned to the stage to finish the
forum.

Meanwhile, Ms. Tripodi had
returned to her seat in the audience
become engaged in a confrontation
with long-time Goodwood resident
Eleanor Todd, who was apparently
sitting in front of Ms. Tripodi dur-
ing the confrontation with council
members and candidates. Although
details of the conversation between
the two women remain vague, it
became violent enough that Ms.
Todd struck Ms. Tripodi across the
face with her hand. Both women
then apparently left the debate to
compose themselves, and Ms.
Tripodi later returned.

No charges had been laid against

Ms. Todd by press time.
“It all got calmed down, eventual-

ly, and the debate ended on a good
note,” claimed O’Leary. 

Some, however, did not leave the
debate with such good taste in their
mouth. 

“The incumbents just got up and
left us there,” said an incredulous
Michelle Viney. Others who had
been sitting on the stage expressed
the same dismay - that the more
seasoned candidates chose to leave
the situation rather than stay and
help diffuse it.

Despite the upheaval during the
forum, David O’leary was pleased
with how it went.

The Cosmos-hosted forum on
Monday evening at the arena was
not nearly as action-packed - it
qualified as a rather low-key affair
with few hard-hitting questions.

The podium was packed with
three mayoral candidates, three
regional councillor candidates and
four people running for school
trustee, none of whom appeared to
deal any knockout blows to their

opponents.
The main issue for those seeking

council seats was taxes. Ted Eng
and Bob Shepherd, both contesting
the mayor's seat, said new sources
of revenue have to be found to keep
property taxes from rising. Mayor
Gerri Lynn blamed high taxes on
MPAC, which assesses the value of
properties in Ontario. She said
either assessments have to be low-
ered or the level of service to
Uxbridge residents has to be
reduced. For the regional council-
lor candidates, incumbent Jack
Ballinger said Uxbridge needs a
plan for controlled growth, Jon
Taylor said there is a need for busi
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EVERYONE STICK OUT THEIR TONGUE - Bailey Morton gives Rita a hug as they both lick their chins at Epsom Public School. Bailey and Rita took part in the walk-a-thon that was held for
the New Animal Shelter for Uxbridge - Scugog on Saturday. Although numbers were down from last year, organizers say well over 100 people still made the trek from Uxbridge to Epsom, meet-
ing their counterparts from Port Perry there for a social and barbeque after the walk. Photo by John Cavers
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
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Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for September

Monday, Oct. 27
2014 MUNICIPAL 

ELECTION

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Follow the
Township Online

Uxbridge
Public
Library

HUMAN LIBRARY

October 18 - 19.  
Your opportunity to meet
and talk to some of the most
interesting people in our
community, face-to-face and
learn what makes them tick.
Visit www.uxlib.com for
more information. This event
only happens once a year!

TEEN VOLUNTEERS

REQUIRED

Volunteer hours for high
school.
Teens needed to assist sen-
iors in learning how to use
technology such as iPads,
laptops, emailing, and
Internet browsing. Meetings
are one-on-one, at the
library, for 4 - 1 hour ses-
sions that are scheduled to
be mutually convenient for
teen and senior. 

Please fill out an applica-
tion form at the library.  More
info at www.uxlib.com

READING BUDDIES

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED,
including French immersion
students, who would like to
be involved in a fun reading
support program that gives
young children one-on-one
reading practice! October
7/8/10 to November
25/26/28.
Tuesdays, 6:15 - 7:45 p.m.
OR Wednesdays, 3:30 - 5
p.m. OR Fridays, 3:30 - 5
p.m. (8 weeks).

Pick up an application form
in the Children's Department
or download from
www.uxlib.com

Are you on the 
Voters' List 

for the 
2014 

Municipal Election?
There are 3 simple ways to check:

Online http://voting.uxbtwpacc.ca
Call (905) 852-9181

Visit Town Hall (51 Toronto St S.)

To have your say, register to vote today!

Mail-in Vote Kit Coming in October!
Electors within the Township of Uxbridge will be voting by mail again during this Municipal Election. Each eli-
gible elector included on the Voters' List, as of September 17, 2014, will be receiving a Mail-in Vote Kit in the
mail after October 2.
Electors may return their ballot to the Township of Uxbridge by the following means:

By Mail
Prepaid return envelopes will be provided in the Mail-in Vote Kit. The last day to mail your ballot in order to
ensure that it is received by the October 27 deadline is October 18.

Ballot Return Station
In addition to using regular mail, a “Ballot Return Station” will be established for those electors wishing to
deposit their Return Voting Envelope directly to the Clerk or designated election official at the Township of
Uxbridge Town Hall, 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, on the following dates and times:
•  Monday, October 6, 2014, through Friday, October 24th, from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Extended office hours
will be as follows:

a)  Saturday, October 18, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.
b)  Wednesday, October 22, from 4:30 p.m. until 7 p.m.
c)  Thursday, October 23, from 4:30 p.m. until 7 p.m.

•  Election Day, October 27, from 8:30 a.m. until 8 p.m.

Hand-Deliver
Hand-delivering the completed ballot envelope and depositing it in the red drop-box located at the front
entrance to the Township of Uxbridge Town Hall prior to 8 p.m. on Voting Day, October 27, will be considered
as having been mailed.

What if I don't receive a Vote-by-Mail Kit?
If you have not received a Mail-in Voting Kit by end of day, October 9, and you are a qualified elector in the
Township of Uxbridge, you are encouraged to visit the Municipal Clerk's office to have your name added to the
Voters' List and to receive a Kit.

Elector Qualifications - Who Can Vote?
A person is entitled to be an elector in the Township of Uxbridge if he or she, on Voting Day, is:

•  a Canadian citizen •  at least 18 years of age
• a resident of the Township of Uxbridge • an owner or lessee of property in the 

• not legally prohibited from voting Township of Uxbridge or the spouse

To avoid lineups on October 27th, don't delay.
Vote and return your kit ASAP!

Victorian Fashion
Show Thanks!

On Sunday, September 21, the
Uxbridge Historical Centre pre-
sented historian Nancy
MacLeod's Victorian Fashion
Show as a fundraiser for the
Centre. 

An enthusiastic crowd at the
Uxbridge Seniors' Centre
learned all about Victorian
fashions and traditions while
enjoying delicious treats and
teas from 'Steeped Tea'. 

Thank you to everyone who
helped make this event a suc-
cess - our volunteer models
and dresser, the servers and
set-up help from Ladies
Lounge, and of course our
enthusiastic audience! 

Thank you to the local busi-
nesses and community groups
who generously donated prizes
for the event - Avon, Curves
Uxbridge, Cutie Pies and
Cakes, Ladies Lounge, Nancy
MacLeod, OnStage Uxbridge,
Provincial Beverages of
Canada, Quilters' Cupboard,
Scentsy, Steeped Tea, Sugar
FX, the Uxbridge-Scott
Historical Society.

Nancy Marr & 
Rachel Sutherland

Uxbridge Historical Centre

Calling all Story Tellers!
Do you love to tell a story? Take
part in our Uxbridge Storytelling
Fun Fest on October 24, 25, 26
Stories can be about anything
Canadian. Prizes for all partici-
pants. 

You must register ahead of time
for the contest. 

Other activities taking place at
our storytelling festival include a
puppet show, live theatre, profes-
sional story tellers, workshops,
family events, music. 

Check rules online or pick up a
set at the Uxbridge Library.

---------------------
I wish to register for the story-
telling contest.
Name:_____________________
Phone Number:______________
Age:________
Address____________________
Parental Permission if under 16

________________________
Please drop at the Library

905-852-5284
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I LOVE MY UXBRIDGE
BUT

I am not happy 
with how our town has stagnated over the last 4 years

I CAN DO BETTER!
I am not happy 

with rising property taxes driving people out of their homes

I CAN DO BETTER!
The status quo is not acceptable
WE MUST MAKE CHANGES NOW!

GIVE ME YOUR VOTE
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with rising property taxes driving people out of their homes

I CAN DO BETTER!
The status quo is not acceptable
WE MUST MAKE CHANGES NOW!

GIVE ME YOUR VOTE

Durham Regional Police are appealing to the
public regarding two recent incidents in the
township - a robbery and an motor accident
that left one woman dead.

This past Monday, at approximately 8:30
p.m., officers were called to the Daisy Mart
convenience store on Quaker Village Drive
after a male was spotted entering the store
with his hood up and pointing a handgun at
the cashier. The suspect fled northbound on
Quaker Village Drive, crossing the street to
the east before running out of view.
The suspect is described as male, white, 16-

20 years old, blue eyes, 5'9”, slender build,
wearing black pants, black hooded jacket,
and a blue and white bandana worn across
his face.

Anyone with information about this inves-
tigation is asked to call Det. McInall of
Major Crime - Robbery Unit at 1-888-579-
1520 ext. 5359.

In the second incident, a 55-year-old
Toronto female suffered fatal injuries as a
result of a motor vehicle collision which
occured on Saturday, September 27, at
approximately 12:36 p.m., at Goodwood
Road west of Lakeridge Road, in the
Township of Uxbridge.

The collision involved a silver Lexus car, a

silver Suzuki motorcycle, and a black Nissan
SUV. Evidence and witness statements indi-
cate that the motorcycle and Nissan were
travelling eastbound on Goodwood Road
approaching Lakeridge Road. The silver
Lexus, operated by a 74-year-old male from
Toronto, was westbound on Goodwood
Road and crossed the center line colliding
with the motorcycle.  The female driver of
the motorcycle was thrown from the vehicle
and then struck by the SUV. She succumbed
to her injuries at the scene.

At press time the name of the deceased is
being withheld as police attempt to notify
next of kin.

Anyone with new information about this
incident or anyone with information on the
above mentioned vehicles is asked to call
D/Cst. Ashfield of the Traffic Services
Branch at 1-888-579-1520 ext. 5226.
Anonymous tips on both these or any other

crimes can be made to Crime Stoppers at 1-
800-222-8477 (TIPS) or online at
www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca<http:
//www.durhamregionalcrimestoppers.ca>
and tipsters may be eligible for a cash reward
of up to $2,000.

Second robbery in Uxbridge, police asking for help



I would like to apologize via your
newspaper to all the candidates run-
ning for office in the upcoming
municipal election, and to all the
voters who attended the All
Candidates Meeting in the
Goodwood Community Hall on
Sunday. 

My poor behaviour in reaction to
the poor behaviour exhibited during
the Q and A period only served to
make a very bad situation worse,
and I'm ashamed of myself for not
being able to rise above the insult
hurled at me, when all I had intend-
ed to do to express my disgust was
to get up and walk out, hoping a
few others might follow my exam-
ple.

Eleanor Todd
Goodwood

We are pleased to announce that the
Uxbridge Music Hall is, once again,
fully operational and has begun its
fall schedule of events.  

The Music Hall Advisory Board
wishes to take this opportunity to
acknowledge and express its appre-
ciation for the manner in which the
Township, Council members and all
staff along with the Hall's user
groups and audiences, have dealt
with the necessity to close the bal-
cony area last spring and to repair
some structural problems over the
summer. 

From first learning of the Board's
concerns, Township Staff and
Council responded quickly.  They
assessed the problem, developed a
plan and took the necessary steps to
expedite a timely solution, one
which would involve the minimum
possible inconvenience to the Hall's
users. 

The closure of the balcony created
many challenging problems, involv-
ing everything from juggling sched-
ules to compensating users for
reduced seating capacity and even
assisting scheduled users to move to
other venues. The individuals

involved responded to these chal-
lenges and developed viable solu-
tions in exemplary fashion.  
The accommodation and coopera-

tion of the Music Hall user groups,
especially those suffering the great-
est inconvenience, were outstand-
ing.  Their understanding and sup-
port was invaluable and most appre-
ciated. 

Finally, we thank our loyal audi-
ences for their patience and under-
standing in dealing with any incon-
venience they may have encoun-
tered during this period.

In December, 1901, the official
Grand Opening of the Music Hall
and the efforts of that community
to build this facility were celebrated.
It is that same community spirit
that drove this project so efficiently
and successfully.  We can all be
proud of these achievements.     

Thank you.
Members of the 

Music Hall Advisory Board

I attended the all candidates' debate
for Uxbridge Mayor, Regional
Councillor and School Trustees and
I have never felt so pumped,
notwithstanding the tiresome dis-
cussions concerning many of the
same issues that have plagued the
township for years, including utter-
ly useless OMB hearings.  But I
digress.  

There is a new breed of candidate
in this race who represent very real
possibilities for a better Uxbridge.
They are enthusiastic, passionate,
articulate and smart, brimming
with practical and do-able ideas.
These candidates do not rely on
sound bites and rhetoric, they have
done their homework well and it
shows.  

I have never before felt such hope
for Uxbridge, but don't take my
word for it; before you mark your X
on your ballot, do yourself a favour
and run, don't walk, to the next all
candidates' debate.  These new can-

didates deserve the chance to earn
your vote.  I promise, you will not
be disappointed.

Mary-Kay Maynard
Goodwood

On behalf of the Foster Memorial
Committee, I want to express our
warm and sincere gratitude to each
and every one of the musicians who
provided such a musically delightful
concert on September 20, at the
Uxbridge Musical Hall as a fund-
raising benefit for the Thomas
Foster Memorial, Uxbridge's (and
Canada's) "Jewel on the Hill".
However, this event would not have
happened at all, had it not been for
the inspired vision of Nancy Hall
who organized and arranged this
concert.  Some 20 years ago, Nancy
was the very first performer for what
became Friday's at the Foster con-
certs and she has continued ever
since. We also want to acknowledge
and thank the huge effort and sup-
port provided by Mike Bridgeman,
who seemed to be everywhere at
once!

Uxbridge has such rich history for
presenting music. The Foster
Memorial provides such a wonder-
ful acoustical venue in which to
showcase this musical heritage. 

The Foster Committee would be
pleased to provide a tour of the
Foster for all the candidates who are
running in this municipal election.

Hilary A. Balmer
Foster Memorial Committee

There is a miracle happening in
Uxbridge and I am the recipient of
this miracle.  My election signs are
miraculously moving on their own,
closer to the road so they are placed
illegally, and this means that bylaw
is out picking up signs and placing a
fine on my deposit for my signs to
be displayed in the township during
the election.

As I understand miracles, only 
...continued on page 5
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our two cents

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

A letter FROM the editor

Letters to the Editor

Dear Township of Uxbridge Candidates,

We would like to invite you to take a moment to relax and draw a few breaths. You are head-
ing into a crazy time right now, and we want you to just withdraw from the campaign trail, and
even the world, for just a moment, and reflect on what you are doing.

Take one of those in-through-the-nose-out-through-the-mouth kind of breaths and settle. For
just a few moments, find some peace.
Find some peace in knowing that, whether you come out with the position you are vying for or

not, you are giving everything that you've got right now to convince people who have no clue
who you are that you are the right person to represent them in municipal government.

Find some satisfaction in doing what you think is right - whether you've been on council for
many years, or it's your first time running. You must have something that you believe in, and
even if it's not the same thing as everyone else believes in, it's in your heart, and if it means
that much to you, then it must be right for you.

Know that you are special - not many people can do what you are doing. To decide that you
are willing to represent your friends and neighbours amongst a larger group, in a civic govern-
ment - that takes guts. You are giving up a great deal of your private, personal time to speak
to a larger assembly on their behalf. You are the core of democracy - government for the peo-
ple, by the people. You are those people. You are confident enough in your own abilities to stand
for election. Too many of us are not, so for that you are to be commended. You are willing to
go to strangers' houses and knock on their doors, then tell these strangers who you are and what
you stand for. Many of us don't have that strength of conviction, or that bravery. You are will-
ing to sit in front of microphones at debates and have not only fellow candidates but the public
approach you and face you down on the issues that matter most to both you and them. And you
must formulate intelligent answers on the spot when these worthy opponents pose their difficult
questions. 

It must be difficult for you when a member of the public approaches you, then reproaches you
for the difficulties they face in their day to day lives, be it from high taxation, poor infrastruc-
ture, or school bussing difficulties. For they may bring before you plights that you didn't know
existed before they stepped forward, and your response, if not carefully prepared, may come
across as crass or ignorant, when in fact it is only the gift of time that is necessary to present an
answer to an individual who has nowhere else to turn. Indeed, coming up with positive, hopeful
answers for all people all the time must be a terrible, and unrealistic, burden to carry. Yet carry
it you must, in order to win the opportunity to help in a real way once elected.
Yes, dear candidates, we watch you as if you are under a microscope these few weeks that you

run for election. And we pity you your position, at the same time recognizing fully that you have
voluntarily put yourselves in this position. We judge you, we ridicule you, we scrutinize you and
we criticize you, all the while thinking that we could do a better job ourselves, but knowing full
well that we couldn't. Why, if we could, our names would be on the ballot beside yours.
And so we thank you. We thank all of you for the work that you have done, the work that you

are doing now, and the work ahead of you. Some of you will have success, others will not find
a soft seat in council chambers. Do not think your work was for naught. Think of the people you
have met, of the issues about which you have learned, and of the community that you now
know. For under no other circumstance will you learn what makes this little town we know as
Uxbridge live and breathe like it does. Good luck.



Don’t get worried - this isn’t going to be a lay-it-all-on-the-table and let you
know exactly how it’s going kind of column. Nothing of the sort. It’s going to be a giant Q with no A attached
to it, because I’m not sure anyone will be able to answer my burning question. How on earth do contortion-
ists manage to balance on their chins with their feet on the floor in front of them while their arms are bent
akimbo and hold up two other contortionists on their belly while riding on a moving platform? No, really, I
want to know. Because there is nothing about it that is natural, and I’m kind of freaked out.
I went to my first Cirque du Soleil performance on Sunday, and was prepared for just about anything. Kurios

is the name of this “episode” in their ‘ography of shows, and I was very curious to learn just how amazing
these performers in Cirque are. I had heard plenty, and all of it raved about how wonderful the acts were,
how death-defying, how mind-boggling, how fantastic it all seemed. So I was ready for the show of a lifetime. 

I certainly got it. I do not go to regular circuses that display animals, so my exposure to trapeze artists and
super-gymnasts has been limited to what I see on television, or the odd (term used loosely) display at Canada’s
Wonderland or the Canadian National Exhibition. I had never been an eye-witness to the things that were
going on in front of me, namely four young woman in skin-tight, sea creature-like costumes that did things
with their bodies that no human should be able to do. They bent and twisted and balanced and rose with a
grace that many ballerinas don’t possess. They made their movements and their poses look so effortless - they
smiled as they balanced on their right thumb and put their toes in their ears and held two other people aloft,
one on each knee. 

It may sound like I’m making fun of them, but believe me, I’m not. I am in awe of them. The strength that
resides in their tiny bodies. The countless hours of training that have led them to this level of ability. What
pain have they known? What injuries have they suffered, or do they suffer, as a result of what that incredi-
ble S-shape they’re making with their backs? What is like during a practice and one quivers just a tiny bit,
perhaps causing the whole quartet to tumble to the floor? Do they laugh? Do their trainers laugh, even a lit-
tle? Is it fun for them to this? Was this their childhood dream, to teach their bodies to bend in awkward and
unnatural looking ways for the entertainment of others? 

It wasn’t just the contortionists who made me ask these questions to myself. The entire troupe did. The fel-
lows who jumped around on a trampoline-type net and sent themselves at least five stories into the air? I can’t
even work up a good height on our trampoline at home without getting giddy and dizzy. The chair-stacking
routine - (I won’t spoil it for anyone who hasn’t seen this, but for those of you who have, I know that you’re
all nodding your heads in agreement, here) how do they do it? Is there a gene that makes people perfect for,
well, running away with the circus? If there is, it’s the gene that doesn’t allow fear to creep in. It’s the gene
that pushes for physical perfection. It’s the gene that somehow turns your vertebrae into sponges and makes
you a veritable walking jellyfish. 

Who am I kidding. We all have this gene. Children know how to tap into it and use it - that’s what makes
them do crazy dives off the highest diving platform at a pool. That’s what makes them do crazy somersaults
on balance beams as gymnasts, and lets them be hurled in the air as a flyer in cheerleading. We grow up, and
we teach ourselves fear. but we needn’t feel badly about this. There has to be some sense in the world, after
all. So we can admire the lithe bodies in front of us as they swing from tiny metal bar to tiny metal bar and
pray to God that the person hanging off of the other tiny metal bar is going to catch them by their tiny chalked
little wrist. We can appreciate the beauty of what they are doing, and marvel at how physically perfect a
human body can be (because heaven knows my body is never in a million and one years going to look as
good as theirs does!), and shake our heads at the amazing things a body can be trained to do. 

I certainly hope that the Cirque performers don’t get regarded as “freaks” of any sort. They are world-class
athletes that have combined their sport with a unique form of entertainment, and take us outside of ourselves
for a little while. (Never mind that when you leave the performance you feel like the biggest sloth that ever
lived.)

I don’t think I’ll ever understand - just how do they get their legs to bend that way?
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

How families grow wiser
Early in the celebration of Bill Cole's life, last Sunday afternoon at Wooden Sticks,
his son Rob talked about the periodic disconnect that had existed between himself

and his late father. Rob said he thought it was much the same as the disconnect between Bill and his father, First
World War veteran Thomas Clark Cole. But Rob admitted a reality that many sons and daughters do.

“I was astonished,” Rob Cole said. “The older I got, the wiser Dad seemed to become.”
Indeed, I remember walking with Bill Cole, then 81, through the reconstructed Grange Tunnel below the Vimy

Ridge memorial in 2007. Bill and Elinor Cole were travelling with us to Vimy for the 90th anniversary commem-
oration that spring. As we explored the place where 15,000 Canadian troops had waited underground to go over
the top on the morning of April 9, 1917, Bill told me that his father Thomas had fought with the 15th Battalion
(48th Highlanders) at Vimy. Bill said he'd never been able to get his father to talk much about the event, and
had consequently never understood his father's war.

“During the battle, my father was hit by machine-gun fire,” Bill recalled finally learning from his father
Thomas. “And wounded, he walked five kilometres to the town of Arras before being given a field dressing.”
It was then, that Bill said he realized, as Mark Twain put it so glibly, that - with age - his father had suddenly
shown great experience and wisdom. 

My guess is that most children - the very famous and the not so famous - learn of their parents' wisdom the
same way. Whether George H. and George W. Bush or Pierre Elliott and Justin Trudeau, no doubt the political
learning curve posed a gap that - with time and maturity - was eventually bridged. Whether Lionel and Nicole
Richie or John Allan and Stuart Cameron, each generation learned that music could smooth relationships more
readily than any other form of communication. In business dynasties - whether the automotive Fords, the oil
refinery Irvings, the financier Rothschilds, the food marketing Westons, the realtor wizard Trumps or the broad-
casting Rogers - one can bet that never was there familial unanimity across the balance sheets of their lives. 

I've always been amused that the two American writing giants - father Irving Wallace and son David
Wallechinsky - went by different surnames. It wasn't a family tiff, but apparently a British customs officer who
triggered the son's name change.

“Ah, Wallace,” the officer said greeting David at the customs gate, “a good Scottish boy coming home.” And
so David immediately decided to revert to his Jewish roots, changing his name to Wallechinsky.
I was always kind of upset that my grandmother had chosen to blend her family into the American melting pot

by changing the original surname from Barbaretis to Barris. (There's actually a loving cup in our front room
with my father's then name “Alex Barbaretis” inscribed on it.) And my father never seemed to care about the
change. I always thought the original name had a lot of character. But, like most fathers and sons, he and I did-
n't always see eye to eye. As a kid, I remember being disciplined for some misdemeanor or another, and until
I agreed to apologize face-to-face I was grounded. I proved just as stubborn as Dad in refusing to apologize, but
I eventually realized his authority could outlast my principles. I apologized and we were best friends again. I
think that's the part about growing older and realizing each year, as I grew closer to fatherhood, my dad's wis-
dom grew more and more apparent. On the other hand, my mother always seemed wise to begin with and she
didn't need any Mexican standoffs to make the point.

“Listen to yourself,” she used to say, “and you'll hear what's right and what's wrong.”
The same European trip, during which the late Bill Cole told me about his father's wounds at Vimy, a few days

later found Bill and I walking over the chert-rock beach at Dieppe. This was, of course, the place where more
than 900 Canadians had died in nine hours during the infamous raid against the French seaport in August 1942.
As he had never understood the realities of his father's generation, and in particular the Great War, so, Bill said,
his son Rob never appeared to understand the Second World War that had happened during Bill's youth. 

“Then, Rob came for a visit,” Bill said. “Living in Paris at the time, Rob said he'd suddenly taken a side trip to
pay homage to the dead of Dieppe. He brought some stones from Dieppe beach. He said they were a fitting trib-
ute to the dead Canadians; when the stones were wet, he said, they turned blood red.”

I guess - given time - sons grow wiser in a father's eyes, just as a father grows wiser in a son's eyes. 

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

a blonde moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

All the wrong directions

Letters, from page 4

those blessed will have a miracle
happen to them so what does that
make me? One of the blessed! So to
combat this miracle I have taken
pictures of all of my signs with a
tape measure visible in the picture
and we will see just how far the signs
are miraculously moving.

Is anyone else experiencing the
same miracle?

Bev Northeast
Goodwood

Quite a few paragraphs were devot-
ed to the replacement of the culvert
in downtown Uxbridge in last
week's Cosmos. Most of the state-
ments were not only misleading,
but they also showed a complete
lack of understanding of the realities
of a 200 year storm such as the one
that hit the Humber watershed,
which caused severe damage and
considerable loss of life. 

Studies by experts have concluded
that the culvert is structurally defi-
cient, and in fact for some 200 feet

under the parking area north of
Brock Street, temporary internal
shoring has been installed to pre-
vent a structural collapse. 
A 200 year storm event, known as

the Regional Storm, is the design
standard for new structures such as
the downtown culvert. It is an event
that statistically will occur every 200
years. That does not mean it will
occur in 200 hundred year's time. It
might occur tomorrow or it might
not occur within the next 200 years.
Storms of greater or lesser magni-

tude will also occur, some of which
could cause serious flooding in our
downtown. 
Other studies have concluded that
the damage cost alone from a
Regional Storm would exceed
$14m. This figure does not include
business losses or social costs that
would be substantial.
As part of the Class Environmental

Assessment, three full evening Open
Houses were held to explain the
project to as many people as possi-
ble including the press. The whole

point of the Open Houses was to
inform and solicit local opinion.   

Perhaps it would be worth reflect-
ing on how the press would report
the consequences of Council not
proceeding as recommended,
should a major flood event occur.
No doubt there would be many
harsh words and accusations of
incompetence and gross negligence.

Tom Fowle
Chair

Uxbridge Watershed 
Advisory Committee



ness retention and support and
Michelle Viney argued there
should be no tax increases above
the rate of inflation. 

Asked how Uxbridge can grow
when its sewage treatment capacity
is limited to another 390 units, Mr.
Taylor suggested new smaller treat-
ment plants are needed as well as
communities with common septic
systems. Ms. O'Connor agreed that
the Fields of Uxbridge could be a
location for another sewage plant
while Mr. Ballinger repeated he is
"in no hurry" to see growth with-
out controls.

The other big topic was the cul-
vert under Brock Street West in the
downtown. A recent report said it
will cost between $1.8 million and
$18 million to rehabilitate the cul-
vert to alleviate a severe flood threat
in the event of a major storm.

Mr. Eng suggested selling the
municipal parking lot behind
Mac's Milk to pay for the culvert
work. Ms. O'Connor said it would
be irresponsible not to fix the cul-
vert, while Mr. Ballinger said:
"some things, you have to get
done." Ms. Viney suggested that
council start talking about deben-
turing the project so as to start
work as soon as possible.
Mr. Taylor said if the culvert work

is to be done, council should take
the opportunity to upgrade the
downtown area. Mr. Shepherd
went a step further. He said the cul-
vert gives a chance to look at "the
big picture", offering that the area
in question would be ideal for a
town square.

"Doing it might take a decade,
but we have to start somewhere,"
he said. "It's a vision to talk about.
If it's not a good idea, then it does-
n't get done."

Mayor O'Connor responded that
once the culvert is in it will be time
to think of other things, but she
said she would not see the town go
into debt.

One of the few young people in
attendance was Caitlin Christoff
Taillon, who wanted to know how
the town could retain young people
given the high price of housing and
scarcity of jobs. Several candidates
admitted they did not know the
answer. Mr. Shepherd suggested

homes should be allowed to put in
second kitchens so that young peo-
ple could stay in their parents'
homes but still "have their own
space". Mr. Taylor said the
Chamber of Commerce and the
BIA should run forums for bud-
ding entrepreneurs.

Following Ms. Taillon was her
mother, Cathy Christoff, who
noted she had to move her manu-
facturing company out of
Uxbridge, partly because there was
not enough affordable housing for
her workers. She also said Uxbridge
offers no incentives and has no eco-
nomic development officer. Ms.
O'Connor and Mr. Ballinger
agreed an economic development
officer is needed, but Mr. Shepherd
said that would add about $75,000
a year to the township's budget. 

"It's better to put our heads
together and come up with a plan,"
he said.

Mr. Eng said Uxbridge residents
have to support local businesses
and suggested those 55 potential
retailers who entered the BIA Win
This Space contest should be con-
tacted to see what they want to do.

On the
ques t ion
of polic-
ing, only
M s .

O'Connor was critical of the
Durham Regional Police. She said
she was the most critical of police
when she served on the police serv-
ices board. 

"Police are asking for things that
aren't needed," she said. "Their
demands are out of sight."
Mr. Ballinger said Uxbridge needs

to see more police presence, but
added that he has been told there
are not going to be more police
officers in the northern part of the
region. Ms. Viney said she did not
agree there are not enough police in
town, while Mr. Taylor said the job
of police is changing substantially,
with officers involved more in
paperwork and social issues.

Questions to the candidates for
school boards were few, but, not
unexpectedly, the issue of high
school busing was raised.

Gord Baxter, running to replace
retiring public school trustee Joe
Allin, said Uxbridge should not
have to fight "to get back what we
had," referring to a new board pol-
icy extending the school bus travel
boundary to four kilometres from
3.2 kilometres. He claimed that the

board had a surplus of transporta-
tion funds for eight years, but those
funds went elsewhere. Elinor
Hansen, running against him,  said
she would work "to find a viable
solution" to the busing problem.

However, when the issue of stu-
dent safety at the Brock Street
East/Third Avenue crossing was
raised, Richard Damianopoulos,
running for the Catholic school
board against Kathy LeFort, said
police should be brought in to
catch speeders and Mr. Taylor also
said it "comes down to policing
and enforcement."

With so many candidates present,
the meeting, attended by about
400 residents, ran a full hour past
its allotted two-hours, but few of
the attendees left early.

On Monday at 7 p.m., the
Cosmos will host the candidates in
all five wards and on Tuesday, also
at 7 p.m., there will be a meeting of
the candidates for regional chair.
Both will be held at the communi-
ty centre at the arena.
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2015 MEMBERSHIPS
Sign up before Nov. 30th, 2014 and get

FALL RATES 2014
Starts October 1

Weekday $20
Weekend $25
Not including HST.10%

Off

AND PLAY THE REST OF
2014 FOR FREE!

• Manicures  • Pedicures  • Gel Polish  
• Paraffin Treatments

• Waxing  • Facials  • Make-up
• Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting

Our salon also offers ESTHETICS by Trish

Family Hair Care Salon
30 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

905.852.9616

We are happy to introduce our
new stylist to the team. 
Laura is coming from Toronto,
and has specialized in ‘cutting
edge’ cutting and colouring
for 20 years. 

Come on by and check us out! 

Debates pit people and ideas ...continued from page 1



Who is the Most Famous Storyteller
in Canada?

As you might have noticed, the 3rd
weekend in October is all about sto-
ries. The Uxbridge Storytelling Fun
Festival runs for three days, with
people old and young telling their
stories. Check these web sites:
uxbridgebia.com, uxlib.com, and
lucymaudmontgomery.ca, for all the
details.

On Saturday, October 25, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Leaskdale
Historic Church we hold Lucy
Maud Montgomery Day. While in
Downtown Uxbridge storytelling
events are taking place, in Leaskdale
we will be hearing talks by eminent
scholars about what made L.M.
Montgomery the master storyteller
she was. Here is the lineup of speak-
ers:

Melanie J. Fishbane (MFA, MA)
spoke at the 2010 and 2012
International L.M. Montgomery
conferences in Charlottetown, and at
the 2011 Celebration in Leaskdale.
With over 16 years in publishing,
Melanie also writes book reviews,
adjudicates on a number of book
awards, and is the book review coor-
dinator for the National Reading
Campaign. Her YA novel based on
the teen life of L.M. Montgomery
will be published in 2015.

Laura M. Robinson is an associate
professor and head of English litera-

ture at the Royal Military College of
Canada. She has published many
articles on L.M. Montgomery's
work, most recently in Children's
Literature. Ms Robinson has created
an exhibit titled “The Canadian
Home Front: L.M. Montgomery's
Reflections on War”, which will be at
the Uxbridge Public Library from
October 11 to 26.
Ted Barris is a writer and broadcast-

er and journalism teacher. His latest
book,The Great Escape: A Canadian
Story, has earned him the title “Non-
fiction Author of the Year” in 2014.
Of course Ted is also one of
Uxbridge's most prolific and beloved
storytellers.
Emily Woster is an instructor in the

Department of Writing Studies at
the University of Minnesota-Duluth.
She completed her PhD in English
Studies in 2013 at Illinois State
University with a dissertation on
L.M. Montgomery. Emily's main
scholarly work explores the relation-
ship between Montgomery's reading
and autobiographical practices. She
has recently joined the editorial team
at a/b:Auto/Biography Studies and
has presented at past conferences and
at conferences for the International
Auto/Biography Association and the
Children's Literature Association.

Benjamin Lefebvre, PhD, is direc-
tor of L.M. Montgomery Online.
His books include The Blythes are
Quoted, and an annotated edition of

Rilla of Ingleside. He is also editor of
the Early Canadian Literature Series,
and is currently pursuing a graduate
certificate in publishing from
Ryerson University. He will be sign-
ing copies of his latest books, The
L.M. Montgomery Reader in 3
Volumes, which will be available for
purchase at the Gift Shop.

We think this day will be of special
interest to writers groups, book
clubs, and anyone interested in
learning how and why L.M.
Montgomery became the force she is
in Canadian literature and story-
telling. 
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Candidate Forums
October 6,  7:00 p.m. 

Uxbridge Community Centre
Ward Councillor Candidates

October 7,  7:00 p.m. 
Uxbridge Community Centre
Regional Chair Candidates

Everyone is encouraged
to attend. Make sure your 
vote is an informed vote.

38 Toronto Street North, Uxbridge
Tel: 905.852.1900
Email: thecosmos@powergate.ca 

Sponsored by

JUST ANNOUNCED!

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse by Barb Pratt



by Amy Hurlburt

October 5 is the celebration of
World Teacher's Day, and local
teacher Edward LaRocque has spe-
cial reason to celebrate. He was
named to the Toronto Star's Honour
Roll for Teacher of the Year 2014,
which was featured in the Life sec-
tion of the Star on Thursday,
September 25. 

Ed, or “Lar” as he is known by his
athletes, has been teaching in
Ontario for nine years, six of which
have been at Uxbridge Secondary
School. Prior to Uxbridge, he lived
and taught in a remote Fly in com-
munity in Northern Ontario. He is
currently a Small Class placement
teacher and teaches a variety of sub-
jects, including Essential English,
General Learning Strategies, and
Coop for his students, as well as
guiding and supporting 10 students
with learning exceptionalities
through their secondary education. 

In addition to academics, he also
assists with coaching both the cross
country and track teams.
Throughout the past four years of
his involvement at USS, the cross
country team has grown from five
members to over 40. 

His nomination for the Teacher of
the Year award came from one of his
student athletes, Lauren Negrazis,
currently in her first year at Western
University.

“My motivation to nominate Mr.
LaRocque was because of his huge
involvement with me during my
time at Uxbridge. He taught impor-
tant lessons through sport that have
gone on to shape a lot of my val-
ues,” says Lauren. “He has unwaver-
ing commitment to the running
program, both in school and with
the club where he sought to encour-
age personal improvement and
growth in literally everyone who
came out, putting in huge amounts
of his personal time to give everyone
equal attention and build our suc-
cess. I know I'm not the only one
who has been influenced by Lar in
great ways; whether reaching goals
or learning the meaning of hard
work or valuing belief in yourself
that you can do "impossible" things,
I asked my teammates about it, they
all agreed. To me, it seems like a
huge, cumulative thank you

through an action. Actions speak
louder than words, so putting the
effort in to try and have him
acknowledged for his character and
mentorship did a bit more than say-
ing "thanks" which comes up
short.”

Despite the appreciation he has

received from his students, Ed
remains a genuinely humble guy:
when he was informed about the
award through Lauren's mother, he
described the whole experience as
being a bit surreal: “I am not sure I
clued in who she submitted my
name to, but I am flattered someone

thinks that highly of me” he says,
adding that “there are many teachers
I'd say are more deserving of this
honour compared to myself.”

When asked what he thought
some of his greatest lessons have
been thus far, he states, “Sometimes
I wonder if I am making a positive
impact. I do remember my first year
of teaching I did a lesson on respira-
tory diseases and I had my Students
at John C Yesno in Eabamet Lake
run on the spot while breathing
through a straw.  A year later, three
of the boys were talking about that
lesson while waiting for school to
start. It was a light bulb moment for
sure.” 
While he may struggle to acknowl-

edge his greatest teaching moments,
it seems easy for him to note some
of the lessons he has learned over
the course of his career thus far:
“The greatest lesson I have learned
would probably be that students
and adults alike have to fall so they
can learn to pick themselves up. Too
often, students are inhibited by
adults who think they have to pick

them up, but we tend to learn more
from our mistakes then our success-
es. Students today have a great chal-
lenge ahead of them. I'd say my
greatest feeling is when a student or
athlete accomplishes something
they did not think was possible. I
was lucky, I had teachers and coach-
es that cared enough to help me and
the hope is I may be able to return
that gift.”
From what we've seen from his stu-

dents,  it certainly seems like he's
meeting that goal.
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The Smile you’ve always wanted!
Attaining the smile you have always
wanted is possible with advances in
cosmetic dentistry. Even a subtle
change in your smile can take years
off your appearance and helps you
to project an image of self-
confidence.

Book an appointment today
for a consultation.

Jack
Ballinger
Regional Councillor

� Accountable
� Reliable
� Common Sense

"No promises, just
hard work"

RE-ELE
CT

USS teacher makes Star Honour Roll

Edward “Lar” LaRocque, poses with one of his athletic teams. LaRocque was nominat-
ed to be the Toronto Star’s Teacher of the Year 2014, and was named to the Honour
Roll. Submitted photo 



by Amy Hurlburt  

OnStage Uxbridge’s 2014-15 season
kicks off next weekend at the newly
renovated Music Hall with Emily:
The Musical, based upon the well-

known Emily series by Lucy Maud
Montgomery. While Emily of New
Moon is set on Prince Edward Island,
the series itself was written right here
in Leaskdale, which makes the story
quite well-suited to the Uxbridge
stage.
The musical was written by Toronto

Star theatre critic Rick Ouzounian
and composer Marek
Norman, who is
acclaimed for roles in
many musicals and is cur-
rently in his third season
as associate musical direc-
tor and conductor at
Stratford Festival.

This isn't the first time
Emily has been performed
by OnStage Uxbridge.
Three years ago, it was
shown at the Leaskdale
church, which was a “tight
fit for a cast of 15,”
according to Conrad
Boyce, who directed Emily
then, and is directing this
production as well.

He initially saw the play
in 2000 in PEI during the
Charlottetown festival, and decided
to use it during the Lucy Maud
Montgomery centennial celebration
of her arrival in Uxbridge.

“Since the Emily books were writ-
ten in Leaskdale, I thought it was
very appropriate for the centennial. I
did some digging and eventually
located it,” explains Conrad. 

Emily is larger than most of
OnStage's fall musicals, and will be

much larger than it was in the 2011
performance. While Conrad notes
that it was a “neat connection” to
perform Emily in the little Leaskdale
church where Lucy Maud's husband
had been the minister - in the same

town where she wrote 11 of her 22
novels, including the ones the musi-
cal Emily is based upon. This time
around, the cast has swelled to 29
members and an orchestra of eight,
including the conductor. With only
three of the original cast members
and far more stage to work with for
sets, the performance promises to be

a fresh take on the locally-rooted
tale. 

“Our original schoolhouse was
looking a bit sparse…we now have
18 kids to work with for our school-
house scenes, some of which are
from the same family,” Conrad notes
with a chuckle:  “This is Emily-the
expanded version!” 

Some of the highlights this time
will be the projections - an apple
orchard on stage, and the water-

colour backdrops done by a
Leaskdale artist Ann Goldring. The
primary actors are four youth: the
lead, Emily, an aspiring writer, is
played by Lesley Higgins (pictured
below, centre). The tale follows her

and her three friends,
and takes place over
12 years, from
Emily's initial arrival
as an orphan and fol-
lows her life up until
her early 20s. Other
key characters include
Ilse (Samantha
Smilovic from
Oshawa, below left),
an aspiring actress;
the romantic lead
Wade Minacs (Petty
Kent from Whitby,
below right), and the
chore boy with big
dreams, Perry Miller

(Julian Norris of Stouffville).
Teacher Miss Brownell is played by
Hannah Carlson (above left). 

Uxbridge theatre regulars will be
delighted to know that Sophiann
Roberts choreographing the show,
and Steffan Brunette is conducting
the orchestra of seven, which
includes three strings, two percus-

sion, flute, and piano.
The performance is being touted as

a feast for the ears as well as the eyes:
“I'm most excited to say that the
music is really, really good,” says
Conrad. “The kids are all excellent
singers…even with a cast of 29, they
fill the hall quite nicely. It really is a
nice Canadian story that should be
better known, about kids that aspire
to great things,”

Tickets can be purchased for $20

each online or in town at The Little
Acorn. Performances will be taking
place the weekends of October 9-11

and 16-18 at 8 p.m. Saturday mati-
nees will be taking place at 3 p.m.
Photos by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
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POOL PLAYERS
Attention all 8 Ball Players! 

Brews ‘n Cues Lounge is accepting teams
for Thursday leagues 

Starting October 2nd at 7:30pm 

Brews ‘n Cues

905-862-BOWL(2695)
69 Brock Street West

Uxbridge

ELECT PAMELA BEACH
Ward 1 Councillor

905-852-6440 or 647-982-6440
email: pamelabeach2014@gmail.com

www.ward1pamelabeach.com
Dependability and Accountability With a Fresh New Perspective

OnStage musical showcases another Maud heroine



by Carol Johnson 

Since this is the first time that the
public has voted for the position of
Regional Chair, it was surprising to
see only around 70 people at a
debate in Courtice on October 22
with the six candidates - incumbent
Roger Anderson, Arthur Augustine,
Michael Deegan, Peter Neal, Lynn
Porteous and Barbara Pulst - all in
attendance. 

Roger Anderson talked about his
23 years of experience, 17 as chair
with the region, the $1.3 billion
budget, the 6,000 employees and all
the services provided throughout
the region every day, adding that the
regional chair needed to have expe-
rience in government. He also listed
some of the many committees he
sits on. 

None of his challengers have
served on a municipal council, but
they all commented on how their
experience made them a good
choice for chair. 
All the candidates talked about the

need for more economic growth.
Deegan said more jobs were needed
here, not in Toronto and that
Durham should not be just a “bed-
room community”.  Neal added the
serious impact of the loss of thou-
sands of jobs from GM. Augustine
wants to attract industries and
Porteous spoke about the high
number of low paid retail jobs and
the need for more higher income
jobs.  
Other topics of concern included
the importance of keeping the AAA
rating, the affect of the provincial
debt, the high number of unem-

ployed youth, congested traffic and
support for seniors. Augustine men-
tioned having affordable senior
housing and
D e e g a n
added that
seniors are
c h a n g i n g ;
more are
w o r k i n g
longer and
need different
services.

Support for
the Pickering
Airport came
only from the
incumbent ,
who strongly
expressed his
c o n f i d e n c e
that the air-
p o r t
would
n o t
o n l y
p r o -
v i d e
jobs in
t h e
build-
i n g
a n d
r u n -
n i n g
of the
facili-
ty,  but
would
b r i n g
m a n y
indus-
tries to
t h e

region.
The discussion was centered main-

ly on the large

populated areas of South Durham
because of the meeting's location,

but all candidates talked about the
whole region.

Thurs., Oct. 2: Ultimate Women's
Show, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Join us for an
upscale women's night out, enjoy spa
treatments, demos, speakers, shopping
and more! Supporting Jennifer Ashleigh
Children's Charity, Big Brothers Big
Sisters of North Durham, Durham
Family Resources and the Uxbridge-
Scugog Animal Shelter.  Visit
www.facebook.com/groups/shoplo-
caluxbridge
Fri., Oct. 3, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Brock Tract. A 10+ km fast pace, 2+
hr., loop hike with some hills. Meet at
the parking lot on the east side of Conc.
6, 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21or
0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line.
Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Fri., Oct. 3: Theatre 3x60 pres-
ents This Is War by Hannah
Moscovitch, Blue Heron Books
Studio, 7:30 p.m. Follows an ill-fated
operation where four Canadian sol-
diers recount different versions of the
mission. Mature themes and language.
Directed by Joan Etienne
Sat., Oct. 4, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace hike with some hills.  Meet at
parking area on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., Oct. 4: Legacy Equestrian

Show Team OES Collection Event.
8 a.m.-1 p.m. 521 Sandford Road.
Clean out your closets, basements and
garages, bring old electronics and
clothing! When dropping off your
items, take the time to come and meet
the horses, join us for a cup of coffee
and take advantage of pony rides ($2
each) starting at 10 a.m., proceeds to
the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Foundation. 905 852-1417 for info.
Sat., Oct. 4: Take a Kid Mountain
Biking Day with the Durham
Mountain Biking Association and
JoyRide150, 10 am-1:30 pm at
Durham Forest, 3789 Conc. 7, just
south of Goodwood Rd. This free event
will be a fun day for kids of all ages
and riding abilities. www.durhammoun-
tainbiking.ca
Sun., Oct. 5: Music Fest at
Reachview Village, 10 - 11 a.m.
For more information pls. contact Jo at
905-852-6487.
Sun., Oct. 5: Blessing of the
Animals - St. Paul's Anglican Church.
Bring your pets. Refreshments after-
wards for all including cats & dogs.
More info: call 905-852-7016, or E-
mail stpaulsuxbridge@yahoo.ca
Sun., Oct. 5: Pine Grove Pioneer
Church (7th Conc.) Harvest
Home Service, 3 p.m. Guest speaker
Ruth Anderson, music by Don &
Kathyleen Kennedy. Everyone wel-
come. 

Mon., Oct. 6: Shuffleboard
begins, runs through to April 29.
Mon. & Wed. mornings, Uxbridge
Seniors’ Centre. 9 a.m. $2, all wel-
come. 
Oct. 6-9: Uxbridge Curling Club
Open House and Registration
Week. 7-9 p.m. New curlers welcome
- 70 Franklin Street, Uxbridge. 905-
852-6862
Wed., Oct. 8, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw, Clubine, Norton Tracts &
Albright Side Trail.  This is a fast pace,
4+ hr. loop hike with some minor hills.
Meet in the parking area on the east
side of Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham
21 at Albright Rd. Contact: Malcolm
Hann 905 477 760 (before 10:00
p.m.)
Sat., Oct. 11: Trinity United
Church Social. The U & I Club ( rein-
vented to include singles as well as cou-
ples ) attending Guy Davis concert in
Greenbank. For more info please con-
tact Jo at 905-852-6487
Oct. 11-24: Laura Robinson's
(Royal Military College) exhibit
“The Canadian Home Front:
L.M. Montgomery's Reflections
on War” on display at the Uxbridge
Library, and will be at the Historic
Leaskdale Manse Oct. 25 for L. M.
Montgomery Day.  
Sun., Oct. 12: IODE Butter Tarts
will be on sale at the Farmers Market, 9
a.m. to 1p.m. Proceeds to continue sup-
porting Local Charities.

Wed., Oct. 15: Community Soup

Lunches begin again! St. Andrews-
Chalmers Presbyterian Church, 12-
1:30 p.m., every Wednesday. Pay
what you can. All Welcome. 
Wed., Oct. 15: Author Ted Barris
will speak about his latest book, 'The
Great Escape', 7 p.m. Uxbridge
Secondary School. Light refreshments,
admission by donation. Call the
Uxbridge Historical Centre at 905-852-
5854 for more information.
Fri., Oct. 17, Blood Donor Clinic,
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7
p.m. Book appt. at 1-888-236-6283or
at www.blood.ca
Sun., Oct. 19: Tunes & Tea With
Soulise (featuring Jackie
Bennett), 3-5 p.m. An hour of music
followed by tea & dessert. Donation
will be accepted in aid of The
Community Christmas Hampers. St
Paul's Anglican Church. Call 905-852-
7016 for information.
Sun., Oct. 19: Family Music
Night, hosted by Uxbridge Branch of
the Canadian Bible Society, 7 p.m. at
St. Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church. Featuring, Richard Watson
and Johann Cresswell, Freedom Bound,
Reflections, Rev. Kirby Constable.
Grace Constable, Carolyn Piet. Free
will offering, all are welcome.
Refreshments. For information contact
Jim Campbell at 905 852 6086.
Tues., Oct. 21: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Roast Pork Lunch,
12 noon. Tickets $12/pp, available at
Quilt room Mon.- Thurs. 1-4 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 25: Lucy Maud
Montgomery Day, at the Historic
Leaskdale Church. ”Maud The

Storyteller.” Special Speakers
include keynote Laura Robinson (Royal
Military College). Enjoy a half or full
day of speakers and academics pre-
senting on a variety of subjects on
Maud The Storyteller. Registration
includes coffee, snacks and luncheon.
www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca

The Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. Donations
always appreciated,  can be dropped
in the Food Bank Box at Zehrs or at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church Monday
to Thursday, 9 a.m.-noon. Tax receipts
issued for financial donations. 
North Durham Ladies
Community Bible Study (Non-
Denominational), meeting at Uxbridge
Baptist Church, 231 Brock St. W. on
Tuesday mornings from 9:15- 11:15
a.m.  Nursery and Full Children's pro-
gram are offered from newborn to age
5. www.cbsicanada.org. or contact
Carol 905 852-4064.
Monday Morning Singers. Do you
like to sing?  Anne Mizen Baker directs
this women's choir in a variety of music
from folk to classical. No auditions. St.
Paul's Anglican Church,  65 Toronto St.
south, Uxbridge.  9:15-11:30 a.m.
905-852-3693 or visit
www.mmsingers.org.
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention (AS SPACE
PERMITS), please contact us at thecos-
mos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday. 
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THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

ONGOING

Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian

 (by appointment)

   Available

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Rick Callaghan

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

FREE COURTESY CAR

BY APPOINTMENT

Regional chairs face big issues in Durham



Retirement can be viewed as a series
of stops-and-starts. For example,
stop scheduling your life around
work hours and start going with
your personal lifestyle flow. Stop
stressing about your morning and
evening commutes and start driving
when you want. Stop worrying
about project deadlines and start
engaging in personal interest proj-
ects and pastimes on your own
timelines.
Tax planning is one thing that def-

initely should not stop when your
employment stops. Post- retirement
tax strategies are vital to maintain-
ing the retirement lifestyle you want
for all the years of your retirement.
Start with these three income-pro-
tecting objectives:

1.  Always take full advantage of all
the direct tax deductions available
to you.
2.  Keep your net income and tax-
able income low enough to avoid
such potential pitfalls as the Old
Age Security (OAS) clawback or
losing out on the age credit and
possibly the GST/HST credit.
3.  Ensure that your monthly cash
flow is not eroded by increases in
the cost of living and that all your
investments will last a lifetime.

In keeping with these three objec-
tives, here are some other important
post-retirement tax- reduction and
income-protection strategies:
•  Plan Registered Retirement Income
Fund (RRIF) withdrawals
Withdrawals from investments held
in your RRIF are fully taxable - so
manage your taxable income by
withdrawing only amounts that are
required.
•  Reduce taxes through tax efficient
asset allocation Keep fully-taxable,
interest- generating investments
inside a tax-deferred Registered

Retirement Savings Plan (RRSP) or
RRIF as long as possible while
keeping assets that are more tax-
efficient those that generate capital
gains or Canadian dividends - out-
side your registered plans.
•  Take full advantage of all available
tax credits and deductions Don't
forget the age credit for those aged
65 and older, the pension income
credit and medical expense credit.
•  Reduce your taxes by splitting
Canada or Québec Pension Plan
(CPP/QPP) income with your spouse
When your spouse has a lower
CPP/QPP entitlement and is in a
lower tax bracket.
•  Contribute to a spousal RRSP   You
must convert your RRSP to a RRIF
no later than December 31 of the
year in which the owner attains age
71.

Talk to your professional advisor
about smart tax-planning an invest-
ment strategies that make sense for
your retirement - like investing in a
Monthly Income Portfolio (MIP)
that can protect your income
against inflation and generate stable
and reliable income distribution
(outside your RRIF or RRSP) and
potentially higher long-term
growth - so you'll continue to have
the income you need for all your
retirement years.

This column, written and published
by Investors Group Financial Services
Inc. (in Québec - a Financial Services
Firm), and Investors Group Securities
Inc. (in Québec, a firm in Financial
Planning) presents general informa-
tion only and is not a solicitation to
buy or sell any investments. Contact
your own advisor for specific advice
about your circumstances. For more
information on this topic please con-
tact Investors Group Consultant Dave
Boulton at 905-852-3201, ext. 259
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•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

ORDER YOUR THANKSGIVING TURKEY TODAY! 
THEN CROSS “CALL THE MEAT MERCHANT” OFF YOUR TO-DO LIST!

905-852-9892

Dollars & $ense  
Post-retirement tax planning

Fire Prevention Week 
October 5 - 11

Once again Fire Prevention
Week is fast approaching. Fire
Prevention Week commemorates
the Great Chicago Fire that
burned from Sunday, October
8th, to early Tuesday, October
10th, 1871. This year's cam-
paign is “Working smoke alarms
save lives”. Needless tragedies
happen too often where working
smoke alarms could have given
people the detection needed to
safely escape their home in the
event of a fire.

The Uxbridge Fire Department
will be at Canadian Tire on
Tuesday, October 7 to deliver this
important message and answer
any questions that people might
have about fire safety at home.
We will also be handing out an
Autumn Watch handbook that
focuses on public safety aware-
ness during the fall season.



Services
PHOTOGRAPHY AND WEB DESIGN:
Wedding, Event, Portrait.  Web Design for
Mobile, Desktop. Graphic Design and Social
Media. Call Wright Web Photo, 905-852-9520.
www.wrightwebphoto.com   10/30
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services. Dog
walking/Cat sitting/Home visits, now in our
10th year! Heather Stewart, cell 905-852-
8525, email hstewart@home-watch.ca,
www.home-watch.ca   10/9
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home Improvements
and Renovations, specializing in Custom
Designed Solutions. Decks, Porches, Screen
Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos &
Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates.
Call Steve at Northwood Home Services 905-
852-1750   10/30
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experi-
enced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for
Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com  10/30
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR:
Frameless Glass Showers & Doors, Mirror Walls,
Doors & Board Doors, Fogged Thermal
Replacement And More. www.johnsonglassand-
mirror.ca  705-228-8237  416-573-0996
10/16
GOOD CLEANING LADY available for
Uxbridge area. References available. 905-862-
0290   10/2
FRENCH TUTOR private or group sessions. 2
blocks from Uxbridge Public School and
Montessori School. Contact 416-705-1169
(Uxbridge) or Frenchtutorbonjour@yahoo.ca
9/25
K9'S in KAHOOTS - Doggie Daycare and
Family Dog Obedience Training. Puppy Classes,
Beginner Obedience and Intermediate classes
available. Puppy Intro Pass to doggie daycare -
$133.85 plus HST for puppies under 6 months.
Buy One Day of Daycare Get One Day FREE -
new members only.  Please call or email to
inquire or register.  (905) 642-8289,
info@k9sinkahoots.com, 6389 Main Street,

Stouffville.   10/9
PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454  10/30
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. Local Realtor
Contest. Email a photo of my new auto advertis-
ing and win a $50.00 Tim Horton's Gift Card.
416-567-4282   10/30
TUTORING by retired Science Dept. Head.
Physics, Calculus, Mathematics, all grades. 31
yrs. teaching experience. Call David at 905-
862-2812   9/25
D.J. PAVING GTA Large or small hot asphalt
repairs, crack and sealing. Locally owned. Free
estimates. Skid steer work and gravel. 905-
904-3769   9/25
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates.
Self-employed to corporate clients. Lynn
Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-852-7281   11/20
HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and installa-
tions, carpentry, rough and finish, flooring
repairs, tile repairs, rugs, painting (interior &
exterior) electrical repairs, drywall repairs and
ceilings. Call 905-852-1424   10/30

For Sale
DIFFERENT HOUSE PLANTS, reasonable
prices to good homes. 905-852-7427   10/9
FREEZER: 3-year old 20.3 cubit frost-free
Kenmore freezer. Purchase price $964, asking
$600. 905-852-5482   10/9
YARD WORKS ELECTRIC SNOWBLOWER,
used sparingly, excellent condition.  Call 905
852 4350.   9/25
QUARTER HORSE: 10-year old gelding, child
friendly. Email taylorkaren02@gmail.com or
call  905-717-8841   10/2
FABRIC, suitable for crafts & quilts. Also avail-
able: crib quilts & quilt tops. 705-357-2626
10/2
2014 25’ TOWABLE RV, immaculate condi-
tion.  905-852-7634   10/9
HAY BALES, stored inside. 905-852-7634
10/9

Wanted
GARDENING/LANDSCAPING HELP:
Looking for part time fall gardening and
Landscaping help. Please Contact Tim Evans
416-717-8705 or
gardenguyTimEvans@gmail.com.   10/2
EXPERIENCED GUYS to play pickup hockey
in Uxbridge. Reasonable time and rates, please
respond to email
averageguyhockey@gmail.com   10/2
TO RENT: Looking to rent one bedroom apt.
avail. November 1, $700 incl. Pets a must. 905-
926-2700   10/2
EXPERIENCED BASEMENT REPAIR SPE-
CIALIST - 905-852-7634   10/9

For Rent
LARGE FURNISHED BEDROOM for working
person. Utilites and parking included. No smok-
ing or pets. $525/mo. 905-852-4454   10/30
HORSE ACREAGE: excellent fencing, pruned
trees. 905-852-7634   10/9

Events
CANYONS, CACTUS, CAVES & COWBOYS
Visit Arizona, one of the most spectacular parts
of North America with Lisa and Conrad Boyce,
March 10-22, 2015. Call Uxbridge Travel Centre
at 905-852-6163, ext. 1, for a complete itiner-
ary.   10/2
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION -
A practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion
into your life.  Please join us for a twice month-
ly meeting including group meditation, some
teaching and time for discussion.  Experienced
and those new to meditation are welcome.
These meetings will run on the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays of each month at Siloam Hall.  Time
7:00 pm - 8:30.  Contact Gail at 705-357-3341
or email ghorner@zing-net.ca, or just show up
at the door.   10/16

Miscellaneous
If anyone knows the whereabouts of one John
Dacey, please call Vanessa at 905-852-7634
10/9
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“Whenever the rain-
bow appears in the
clouds, I will see it
and remember...”

Genesis 9:16

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for 

up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words. 
Get linked online for only $5 more!

Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

DESIGN

YOUR OWN

DINING TABLES
ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED

A GILLDERCROFT?

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Garage Doors & Openers

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Classified

NO JOB TOO 
BIG OR SMALL!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

416-702-6604

FACTORY TILE
OUTLET

Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls

Kitchen Backsplash
Tile Sale

from $4.99 / sq. ft.
(glass tile)

Installation available
416 822 1201
Free local delivery

• Seniors discount offered daily on all
services 

• Kids 14-under: Get 6 cuts, 7th is free! 
(with discount card)

• We retail
Alterna/Nioxin/Lanza/Moroccan Oil lines

• AirMiles honoured
• Visa/MC/AmEx

905.852.5155
Complete Hair and Esthetic
Services by Professionals

(Janet, Medical Esthetician)

Visit alterna-hair.ca for weekly specials



Interviewing
Ted Barris
seemed a lit-
tle like nepo-
tism, since he
writes a col-

umn for the Cosmos. But with the success
of his latest book, The Great Escape, it was
impossible to put it off any longer, so we
invited him for a cup of coffee. We're glad
we did. This is an edited version; the com-
plete interview can be read at
thecosmos.ca)

Ted, there is so much to talk to you about,
but let's start off with The Great Escape.
The last year must have been fabulous for
you.

It's been an extraordinary year. In fact,
it is a year today (Sept. 28) the book was
published. You know how you some-
times have an inkling that maybe you've
caught people's imaginations and
you've maybe come out with the right
book at the right time? I sort of had a
sense of it, in spite of the complications
that came about as a result of my old
publisher being purchased by Dundurn
Publishing. I was worried it would slow
the book down in getting out of the
blocks, but it came out Sept. 28 and
within a few weeks it was a best-seller in
a number of quarters. I was getting calls
from people who were running to book
stores and not finding it and I kept say-
ing: "We need to get more books out
there," and by Christmas we were five
printings in and upwards of 10,000 and
15,000 books out. In Canada, a best-
seller is 5,000 books. I was getting calls
from Peter Mansbridge (of CBC News)
to do a One-on-One, from Michael
Enright (CBC) to do a Sunday Edition,
the papers were interested, military
museums and all the usual suspects were
calling me to come and talk because
they'd heard about The Great Escape and
that I had a different take on it and
everybody was clamouring for it. 

You talk about timing for the book. Why
write the book this many years after the
movie came out?

I knew the 70th anniversary was com-
ing up this year but I wanted to have it
come out in 2013 to take advantage of
the lead up to Christmas. That's when
you make the greatest sales. In fact,
without Blue Heron Books, that launch
wouldn't have been nearly as exciting as
it was. Wherever I went within 50 miles,
Shelley (Macbeth) or her staff were
there to set up and ready to sell. I think
she sold 1,000 books at her store alone,
partly because Shelley is the way she is
and she wants to support Canadian
authors. The other reason it came out in
2013 is it was 50 years from The Great
Escape movie release.
Since The Great Escape is about the huge

Canadian involvement in that escape,
which was practically non-existent in the
movie, have you in some strange way
received flak about your book?

I'm not the first person to debunk
Hollywood. Look what happened with
(the movie) Argo. Ben Affleck complete-
ly omitted any reference to Ken Taylor,
the ambassador, and his massive role in
getting American diplomats out (of
Tehran). Years ago, Pierre Berton wrote
a wonderful book called Hollywood's
Canada: The Americanization of the
National Image about the way Hollywood
views Canada. They've always gotten it
wrong. That's the danger, that we
believe the way Hollywood paints it is
the way it happened. Now, without
Hollywood, you and I wouldn't be sit-
ting here talking about The Great
Escape. Audiences wouldn't be coming

in droves to see me if they didn't know
The Great Escape as a movie and a phrase
and a phenomenon. So now I can walk
in and say: "Okay, I can debunk the
myth" and they all laugh because they
understand what I'm talking about. If
Hollywood hadn't taken Paul Brickhill's
original book from 1951, I wouldn't
have anything to be kicking at.
How many books have you had published

now?
Seventeen.
How many of those books have been

about war?
Maybe about eight. My

first military book was
Behind the Glory, about the
British Commonwealth air
training plan, the next was
Days of Victory, which I co-
authored with my dad about
the end of the war, then I
did Deadlock in Korea, then
I did Victory at Vimy, then
Breaking the Silence.
Where does this obvious pas-

sion and interest in Canada's
role in war come from? From
you dad?

No. In fact, Dad was a
pacifist. I think - and this is
something I'm currently
exploring - Dad became a
medic in the American army
in the Second World War
because he didn't want to
carry a firearm. My dad and
my mom were anti-war, I
was involved in all the
demonstrations in the 60s as a student.
All the influences in my life, my parents,
my sense of fairness in the world, my
disgust with war, would have sent me
scurrying in the other direction, but in
the late 80s an interesting thing hap-
pened. I was doing a freelance radio
piece for CBC Radio and I heard about
these guys who were rebuilding these

old trainer aircraft down in Tillsonburg,
called the Canadian Harvard Aircraft
Association. I didn't know anything
about the big picture: I just heard about
these guys getting these yellow training
aircraft back in the air. So I went down
to do a five-minute piece. While I was
there I met a guy named Charley Fox
and I learned that he had formerly been
an instructor flying these things during
the war. Long story short, I spent hours
with him. We became fast friends and
within a few weeks I realized that veter-

ans were not monsters, they were not
warmongers, and, more importantly,
they had great stories to tell that had not
been told and here was an example of a
story which all writers search for that
had never been written. It was the story
of the British Commonwealth air train-
ing plan. Charley took me under his
wing...

Good pun, Ted.
...and he introduced me to fellow
instructors all around the world. I went
to more reunions in the next couple of
years to meet these guys and I was
absolutely hook, line and sinker
immersed in the lives of these veterans,
because these guys understood what
service was and had put their lives on
hold to fight this war and win it for a
cause that was obvious. That was the
first step into that world that I had
never really understood or respected.

You talk about getting veterans to talk
and you've done it successfully.

I've interviewed over 6,000 veterans.
Yet the word is, and I've come across it

myself, that most veterans don't like to talk
about it. How do you get it out of them?
I wrote a whole book about it, Breaking

the Silence, and to break it down into a
couple of bullets, if you make them real-
ize that you've done your homework, if
you show them respect when they fall
apart, which they often do, if you are
patient enough to wait through their
stories, if you recognize the loss they've
experienced, if you reign them in with
respect when you sense they've kind of
embellished, you begin to build a repu-
tation as someone who takes these sto-
ries as gifts and treats them with the
utmost respect. Not a week goes by
without a veteran who calls and says: "I
want you to tell my story." I've only had
one veteran say he didn't want to talk to
me over the yers,

You say vets ask you to tell their stories.
Does this apply to our Afghanistan vets,
too?
Yes, and that's another book some day.

In July 2013, a good friend of ours was
celebrating his 90th birthday and a

bunch of guys showed up at his birthday
in Kitchener on motorcycles. They're
Canadian Army Veterans and they go
out and help veterans all over the coun-
try. Harry Watts was a motorcycle dis-
patch rider in Italy and all these guys
came to his party and he was a bit thun-
derstruck. They were all young vets and
they've all served in Bosnia, Rwanda, 
Somalia and Afghanistan. They made
Harry feel like a million bucks and then
they drifted out to a patio to have a 

...continued on page 14
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THE UXBRIDGE BRUINS 
PPLAY THIS WEEKEND!

October 3 7:45 p.m.
UXBRIDGE ARENA against Lakefield

October 4 7:20 p.m.
APSLEY ARENA -first game against 

North Kawartha

For details go to www.uxbridgebruins.ca

Employment Opportunity for a 
Dog Lover!

Canine Care Person

Company - The Upper Paw Canine Care Centre
Proprietor - Margot Shoemaker
Location - Uxbridge, ON
Job Type - Part-Time 

(min. 15 hrs./wk)
Career Level - Experienced
Salary - To be discussed

About the Job: A well-established Uxbridge-
based dog daycare, boarding and training com-
pany, is looking for an experienced pack-leader.
The successful candidate wil have excellent com-
munication skills with dogs and their owners.
Applicants should be well organized and able to
work independently. This position entails being
outdoors and picking up after several dogs, as
well as exercising them in fenced fields. 
Reliable transportation required. Email resumé
to theupperpaw@hotmail.ca

THANK YOU
A sincere thank you to all who joined us on Saturday at

St. Paul’s Anglican Church, and to everyone who sent
such beautiful cards, as we celebrated our 

60th Wedding Anniversary.

A special thank you to the ladies of St. Paul’s, who put on
such a lovely luncheon for us. 

Everything was perfect.

Leo & Joan Doodchenko

A Cup of Coffee... with Ted Barris
by Roger Varley



Coffee, from page 13

smoke and shoot the crap. So I went out
and I joined them with a cup of coffee
and I listened. I kept my mouth shut.
Then I said: "You guys are angry, aren't
you?" They were angry at the govern-
ment, they were angry at Veterans
Affairs, they were angry at the disinter-
est of the public, they were angry at a
system that doesn't understand them,
and this is a whole new generation of
veterans who are in that fog out there of
"suck it up, get back into civilian life
and get on with it and put the past
behind you." It's not as easy as we think
it is. It never has been. These guys, with
their motorcycle jackets and beards and
long hair and looking like something
out of a Satan's Choice picture, were
essentially guys who were crying out for
someone to listen. I'm feeling more and
more the tug to their stories.
But this is in the future. Are you current-

ly working on a new book?
Yes, two or three of them. The one

working its way to the top of the list
comes back to my dad. As I said, he was
a medic in Patton's army. He was in the
Battle of the Bulge and that's where he
won his Bronze Star. What I'm realizing
is there's a subject I haven't explored
very much. I'm thinking very seriously
of landing in France where my father
landed and, if I can find from his regi-

mental records, where his unit travelled
during the war and retracing it. But
that's only going to be the backbone to
the book. The rest of it might be stories
of other medical people who served by
saving lives, not taking them and put-
ting their stories together, from any war.

Let's talk about your dad for a bit, Ted.
He had a great influence on you. In fact,
you use the title of the column he had, The
Barris Beat.

But with his permission. I think he
started The Barris Beat with the Globe
and Mail and then migrated to the
Toronto Telegram. And then the televi-
sion show spun out of that. I think he
won a couple of awards for the show.

Everybody knew your dad back then. He
was a jazz afficiando, he went to
Hollywood as a screenwriter . . .

And a sit-com writer.
And like your father, you're a writer, a

television host, a radio host, you like jazz.
You didn't fall far from the tree, in fact, I
don't think you fell at all.

Yes, I learned at the elbow of the mas-
ter. He started freelancing when most
people didn't even know how to spell it.
One last thing, Ted. You are the go-to guy

in this town when anyone needs an MC.
How did that come about?

Well, as a freelancer, I was poor and
you've got the Cancer Society, the Heart
Foundation and all these others coming
to the door and they want donations. I

realized I could make a greater contribu-
tion to my community if I gave what to
me was my most precious commodity:
not money, but my time. So I used to

MC the Fair Queen pageant, the hock-
ey banquets, strawberry socials at the
churches, just about anybody who came
knocking. To me that is a way of giving

back.
Ted, thank you very much.
Thank you!
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by Roger Varley

In a classic back-and-forth game
Friday, the Uxbridge Bruins were
edged 4-3 in overtime by the Port
Perry MoJacks in their first meeting
of the regular OHA Junior C Central
Division season. However, the Bruins
rebounded the following night,
thumping the Eagles in Clarington
by a score of 5-1.

The three points earned put the
Bruins in third place in the seven-
team league with five points, three
behind the MoJacks, who hold first
place with four wins.

The scoreless first period at the
arena Friday saw plenty of end-to-
end action, with both teams missing
good opportunities to score. Indeed,
both teams hit the post and the cross-
bar several times during the game.

Rookie Alex Williamson put the
Bruins ahead early in the second,
assisted by fellow rookie Jordan
Nesbitt. Near the midway point, a
concerted attack by the MoJacks led
to an Uxbridge penalty, followed
quickly by a power-play goal by
Lucas Clark. Port Perry carried the
attack most of the period, but as it
wound down the Bruins had several
good scoring opportunities. With 30
seconds remaining, Connor Evans
notched a power-play marker, assist-
ed by Carter Vahey and Jarrett Smith.
However, with two seconds left, the
MoJacks scored from a face-off to the
right of Bruins goalie Brandon
Francey.

Francey came up with a big save at
the start of the third with a terrific
stop on Port Perry's Evan Wasylyk,
who stepped around the Uxbridge
defence. With Williamson in the sin
bin for tripping well behind the play,
Daryl Thomson put the Bruins ahead
again at the 15:52 mark with a short-
handed goal while a MoJacks
defenceman was draped all over him.
Four minutes later, the MoJacks
came from behind once again. The

Bruins were lucky to exit the period
with a tie, having taken four penalties
- including a pointless tripping
penalty by Francey - in the last eight
minutes.
In the overtime period, the MoJacks

took an early penalty, but, with one
second left before they returned to
full strength, Kyle Schweda scored an
unassisted short-handed goal for the
win.

In Clarington on Saturday, the
Bruins' veterans took over from the
rookies. After Francey made a great
save on a strong rush by the Eagles'
Brodie Myers, Vahey slammed in a
blast from the blue line for a power-
play goal, assisted by Korey Brand
and Marco Mastrangelo. Ten minutes
later, Shane Smith made it 2-0, assist-
ed by Brand and Dylan Locke. As the
period closed out, the Eagles scored
their only goal following a well-exe-
cuted, classic three-way passing rush.

Early in the second, Locke weaved
his way through the tightly clustered
Clarington defence and looked as
though he had made one too many
moves, but he managed to tuck the
puck in the net to restore the two-
goal lead. Shane SMith was credited
with an assist. Late in the period,
Francey made another great save as a
Clarington forward picked up a long,
long pass that put him alone in front
of Francey. Shortly afterwards,
Bruins defenceman Adam
Bartholomew was ejected from the
game for shooting the puck over the
glass after the whistle had sounded.
Then with less than two minutes left,
Locke scored
again, assisted by
Vahey and
Brand.

In the third
stanza, Uxbridge
found themselves
two men down
for almost 60
seconds but
managed to hold
off the
C l a r i n g t o n
attack. Just past
the midway
point, Brand
scored the final
goal of the game,
assisted by

Jordan Nesbitt and Jason
Simmonds.

Following Saturday's game, head
coach Geoff Hodgkinson was asked
about the number of penalties the
Bruins had taken in both games - a
total of about 25. He said the penal-
ties are a concern.

"It's a great way to work on the
penalty kill, but from a discipline
standpoint, we've got to work on
that," he said. "We have to work on
the culture in here and keep them
out of the penalty box."
Despite the physical nature of both

games - (Shane Smith took a heavy
hit into the boards against the
MoJacks and heavy hits were hand-
ed out in both games) - Hodgkinson
said his team isn't suffering any
injuries yet.

"That shows the depth of our
hockey team," Hodgkinson said.
"We're okay running four lines."

He said he's happy with the results
this early in the season.

"Six points (in the first three
games) would have been nice," he
said, "but with five points you can't
complain."
The Bruins host last year's champi-

ons, the Lakefield Chiefs, at the
arena tomorrow at 7:45 p.m., and
then travel on Saturday to Apsley for
their first meeting against the
league's newest team, the North
K a w a r t h a
Knights. The
game is sched-
uled for 7:20
p.m.

V I E W P O I N T S

How well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-
son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of
our photo, will receive a prize - this week, it’s two tick-
ets to Emily, which opens next week at the Music Hall!
We’ve taken a couple of weeks off, so here’s one that
hasn’t been guessed yet... 
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• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE

THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

Bruins edged by MoJacks, shoot down Eagles
ELECT

BRUCE RODMAN
Councillor Ward 3
Financially responsible advocate

PUT THE BRAKES 
ON TAXES
vote4rodman@gmail.com



Hope everyone has been enjoying the
late summer/early fall weather lately.
The extended warm days have been
appreciated.

Cliff and Lois Taylor, Debbie Kea,
Janice Holland and her husband,
Steve, all attended the wedding of Jeff
and Amanda Millman (Van
Rycheghm) at the Armory Banquet
Conference Centre in Chatham on
September 13.

The Men's Breakfast will take place
at St. Paul's Leaskdale Church on
Saturday, October 4 at 8:30 a.m. All
men are welcome to come and enjoy
food and fellowship.

Be sure to complete your mail-in
ballots for the Municipal Election
and return them right away.

Leaskdale W.A.
will be on
W e d n e s d a y ,
October 15, at
the church at
1:30 p.m. All
ladies are invited
for an interest-
ing afternoon,
followed by food
and fellowship.

with Dale Hickey

ROTARY NEWS FOR SEPTEMBER

The 11th year of our Million Dollar Hole in
One has come and gone. We had over 450
registrants this year and a record number of
10 Hole in One very great shots made by
some very lucky men and a woman, leading
up to the finals, where each one not only
received a fabulous daily prize but $100 on
the spot! 

Paul Kelly, Marcus Strom, Cecilia
Matthews, Robert Armitage, Lloyd
MacDonald, Donald Maynard, Kevin
Donnelly, Kyle Halliday and John
MacDougall (a very sharp shooter who won
two!) were the lucky winners. The weather
held for the most part, except for a slightly
breezy day which resulted in only one tent
casualty this year. The Putting Challenge,
Ladies Day, Youth Day and Canadian Tire
Day winners all forged on in anticipation of
the Final Day at the end of the event.   
Congratulations to all of the winners of this

year's competition.  An event like this could
not take place without the sponsors, prize
donations, volunteers from Rotary and
friends of Rotary, student volunteers,
Wooden Sticks for providing the venue, the
Million Dollar Hole in One Company with
Dave Shepherd the representative for
Ontario and the participants. Thank you to
everyone!

----------
The Foundation Walk for Rotary district
7070 took place on September 21 in Toronto
at the George Brown College waterfront

campus. The day was pretty grim to start out
to say the least. However the weather
changed and the walk was successful in rais-
ing over $110,000. Our club president
Randy Hickey and Director of the
Foundation for Uxbridge, Michael Banh,
Michelle and Kai Banh participated and were
much relieved with the weather change! 

The Rotary Foundation transforms your
gifts into projects that change lives both close
to home and around the world such as erad-
icating polio and promoting peace.
Foundation grants empower Rotarians to
approach challenges such as poverty, illitera-
cy and malnutrition with sustainable solu-
tions that leave a lasting impact. When you
give you become a part of Rotary's life-
changing work!

----------
Thanksgiving will soon be upon us. We will
be chopping and peeling in preparation for
our 17th year of the annual Seniors
Thanksgiving Dinner to be held on October
2, at the Uxbridge Seniors Centre. This event
is presented by the Rotary Club of Uxbridge,
is sponsored by PACE Credit Union and
aided by Vince's Market.  The dinner starts
at 5 p.m. and is open to seniors 65 and over.
The 200 tickets are free. Those attending are
asked to bring a non-perishable food item for
the Food Bank. These are much appreciated
and will be collected at the door.

----------
Trip of the Month tickets will soon be avail-
able for 2015. Anyone wishing to purchase a
ticket can do so through myself at the Ron
Noble Insurance office, through Ian
Morrison, Getaway Travel and fellow Rotary
members.

----------
Want to become a Member?  Come out to a
breakfast on a Thursday at 7:00 am at
Jersey's and see what Rotary is all about.
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Your voice in protecting the
Environment:
Who will police the quality of fill coming into the
pits?

Do we become the dumping ground for Toronto and
other areas?

How do we address the high volume of truck traffic
with the health issues?

Where is MNR’s rehabilitation program? 

Or are we going to live with fill operations to
rehabilitate  the gravel pits?

When is a gravel pit worked out? 
When the original gravel is depleted ?   OR 
When the gravel they haul in is depleted?

Your Voice in Promotion of the 
Arts and Culture:
Establish the tourist centre in the downtown area.

Improve the brochure areas in local businesses for
information to visitors. 

Invest in the established programs to attract tourists
and record the days/hours when visitors/tourists are
in town so we are open and welcoming. 

Match fundraising dollars so more restorations,
repairs can be accomplished and established
programs can be more effective.

I live in the Ward and I understand the
unique and different issues that we live with

in this area.

Vote for Experience in Ward 1. Re-Elect Bev
Northeast, a Resident of Ward 1 for 47 years.

YOUR VOICE
IN WARD 1

BEV
NORTHEAST

RE-ELECT

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison


