
by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Cathy Christoff is well-known to
many throughout Uxbridge. Owner
of the Roxy Theatre, active in local
theatre groups, coordinator of the
Roxy Kids, founder of uxperience -
her love for and involvement in
Uxbridge is unmatched. But now
she's feeling the pressure - Pressure
Cooker, that is. Her latest venture
has landed her on this brand new
reality-type television program that
is, in her own words, “the most pres-
sure I've ever had in my life.”

The new program, which debuted
at the beginning of this month, fea-
tures Cathy in Episode 3, which airs
next Tuesday at 9 p.m. on the W
Network. Pressure Cooker is
celebrity chef Jamie Oliver's first
foray into Canadian television, and
he's working in conjuction with

Bristow Global Media, a Canadian
indie production company. In a
news release, Oliver says his reason-
ing for the show is  “to help home
cooks better use fresh ingredients in
their meals.”  

Pressure Cooker pairs celebrity
chefs with home cooks like Cathy,
who must select ingredients from a
specially designed, quick-moving
conveyor belts that forces competi-
tors to make split-second decisions
about what to use before it's gone.
The ingredients they choose must
then be turned into tasty meals, all
within 30 minutes.

“They really mean 30 minutes,
too!” exclaims Cathy. “There is NO
stopping that clock once it's started.
It is all real time!”

A tasting expert judges the cooked
meals and declares a winner at the
end of each episode. For Cathy's

episode, the “tasting expert” is none
other than Giles Coren, a world-
famous restaurant critic known for
his British wit and no-holds-barred
criticism. 

“It was daunting, let me tell you. I
have sweaty palms right now just
talking about how it was, putting
my plates down in front of him,”
says Cathy.

She doesn't give anything away
about the outcome of the her
episode, and she doesn't even know
what she will see on Tuesday
evening. 

Cathy's cooking adventure began
in June, when her daughter Lauren

told her about the auditions for the
show. A Jamie Oliver fan, Cathy
decided to look into it, and went to
the audition at the St. Lawrence
Market. She was then called in for a
screen test at Corus Entertainment,
also downtown. She hadn't realized
that a three-minute home-cooking
video was required as part of her
submission, so she and Lauren raced
back to Lauren's apartment and
quickly put together a video of
Cathy cooking one of her favourite
salmon dishes. They sent the video
off (it was recorded and edited on
Lauren's phone) and waited to find
out if she was cast. The waiting gave
Cathy time to think about whether
she really wanted to be exposed to
the scrutiny this type of a program
might subject her to, especially liv-
ing in a small town. 

“My family really encouraged me,
though. They kept telling me that I
was great and could do it, so I
decided 'why not?',” says Cathy. “I
also really believe in the principles
that led Jamie (Oliver) to create this
show in the first place - good,
wholesome food can be prepared at
home in just a bit of time. Fast food

doesn't have to mean “fast food”.
The show features the “confession-

al”, popular in many reality shows,
where the contestants take time out
and reflect on what has happened in
the show they are taping. The home
cooks were encouraged to have a
lucky charm with them on set, and
Cathy's was a photo of her father,
whom she credits as having intro-
duced her to the world of food. She
kept the photo in “her kitchen”
throughout the taping.

“I loved that kitchen,” laughs
Cathy.” It was awesome. I just want-
ed to explore the cookware and the
utensils, just wanted to play! And
the best part - I didn't have to clean
up!”
That doesn't mean she didn't try.
She said that, once taping was fin-
ished, a couple of times she auto-
matically went back to her station
and started to tidy up. She was told
not to, and earned the nickname
“Mom” for her unwitting action.

Episode 3 of Pressure Cooker airs
on Tuesday, October 21, at 9 p.m.
on W Network. Check network
providers for channel details.

Volume 10  No. 41 YOUR UNIVERSE Thursday, October 16 2014

THE FAMILY THAT RACES TOGETHER - Jamie Bound, right, sits with his parents, Roxann and Ethan Lamb, his 1/4 midget sprint car, and his championship trophy, which he won at the Autumn
Colours Race, the finale in the 2014 Hurricane Midget Series.  Jamie is a third generation racer - his grandfather and father were both champions, as well. Photo by John Cavers.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council & Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for October

Monday, Oct. 20
SPECIAL COUNCIL    9 a.m.

Monday, Oct. 27
2014 MUNICIPAL ELECTION

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

Follow the
Township Online

THE UXBRIDGE PUBLIC
LIBRARY 

HUMAN LIBRARY

Try something new! On
October 18 & 19, book one
of Uxbridge's many fascinat-
ing residents for a one-on-
one conversation at the
Uxbridge Public Library.  We
are accepting reservations
now! Please come to the
library, phone, or check our
website, www.uxlib.com for
more information. Human
Book List: Allan
M c G i l l i v r a y * A n n i e
H a r d o c k * C h u c k
Heroux*Dave Chester*John
M c C u t c h e o n * L i s a
Streets*Lisha Van
N i e u w e n h o v e * P a u l
Curtis*Rolf Ott*Sheila
Maloney*Pat Higgins*Viktor
Tinkl*

CANCELLED - Halloween
Haunt (Friday, October 24)

Unfortunately, due to other
events in the community and
for our high school volun-
teers, we must cancel this
event. Please note these
other events happening on
Friday, October 24:

Uxbridge Historical Centre
will be hosting “Fright at the
Museum” at 7 p.m. See
poster on this page for
details.
The Uxbridge Storytelling
Fun Festival at St. Andrew's
Church. For more info:
w w w . l u c y m a u d m o n t -
gomery.ca /ca lendar -o f -
events/

Trail Closure 
Timber's Tract 

Durham Regional Forest

The Timber's Tract of the
Durham Regional Forest will
be closed from October 10,
2014, to January 8, 2015, for
forest improvement thinning. 

The Timber's Tract is located
on the north side of Wagg
Road between Concession 6
and Concession 7 in the
Township of Uxbridge. 

Forest thinning is part of the
Lake Simcoe Region
Conservation Authority's ongo-
ing forest management plan for
this property and will ensure a
healthy mature forest for the
protection of our watershed. 

Trail users are asked to
observe all trail closure sig-
nage posted in the work area
for their own safety.

For more information please
contact the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority
at 1-800-465-0437. 

2014 Municipal Election Extended Office Hours
During the 2014 Municipal Election, extended hours at Town Hall
(51 Toronto Street South) will be: 

Saturday, October 18, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 22 & Thurs., Oct. 23,  4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

The extended hours will allow electors:
•  To be added to the Voters' List 
•  To obtain a Voting Kit,
•  To return a completed Voting Kit to the ballot box.
•  To avoid lineups on October 27th.

Uxbridge BIA Board of Directors WANTED!

The Uxbridge BIA Board of Directors is a Committee of Council for the Township of Uxbridge; therefore our
Board of Management must also host an election every four years to coincide with the Municipal Election. As a
result, we are welcoming NEW DIRECTORS to join our team! If you have ideas on how we can improve our BIA
area then please consider this opportunity to help shape our business community and make a difference to the
vitality of Uxbridge. Our mandate is to promote shop, dine, discover Uxbridge!
5.3        Elections 
5.3.1  The following rules govern the election of candidates for appointment to the BIA Board of Management

at the Inaugural Annual General Meeting:
a)  candidates must be Members
b)  candidates must be nominated in writing;
c)  each candidate must sign an acceptance of the nomination;
d)  the BIA Board of Management shall receive nominations up to 5 p.m. five business days prior to the date of

any Annual General Meeting;
e) nominations shall be filed with the BIA Board of Management at 51 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge, ON L9P

1T1 - Town Hall - Clerk's Department;
f)  the Chair shall submit the list of nominated candidates to the Membership at the Annual General Meeting;

5.3.2  If more than thirteen (13) nominations are received and not withdrawn prior to the Annual General Meeting
then:
a)  an election shall be held at the Annual General Meeting;
b)  the vote shall be by secret ballot;                        
c)  each person entitled to vote may vote for up to thirteen (13) candidates;
d)  the thirteen (13) candidates receiving the most votes shall be considered elected;
d)  in the case of a tie for the thirteenth position, a run-off vote between the tied candidates shall be held by
secret ballot;
e) if not more than thirteen (13) nominations are received prior to the Annual General Meeting, then said nomi-
nees shall be acclaimed.

BIA Board meetings are held on the second Tuesday evening of each month, at 6:30 p.m., at the BIA Business
Centre/YDHR Train Station, 19 Railway St. Uxbridge.  

Interested candidates who wish to help plan, evaluate and vote on projects to support our BIA member busi-
nesses are encouraged to JOIN OUR BIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS. We need your help to Blaze A Trail!
Questions?  Please call Sari Pandopulos, Uxbridge BIA Facilitator at (905) 852-9181 x 406 or email  
businessfacilitator@uxbridgebia.ca

Calling all Story Tellers!

Do you love to tell a story?
Take part in our Uxbridge

Storytelling Fun Fest!
October 24, 25, 26

Stories can be about anything
Canadian. 

Prizes for all participants.
You must register ahead of time
for the contest. Other activities
taking place at our storytelling
festival include a puppet show,
live theatre, professional story

tellers, workshops, family
events, and music.

Check rules online or pick up a
set at the Uxbridge Library.

---------
I wish to register for the story-
telling contest.

Name:____________________

Phone Number:_____________

Address:__________________

Age:_______
Parental Permission if under 16
_________________________

Please drop off at the 
Uxbridge Library

905-852-5284

mailto:.info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca
http://www.uxlib.com
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
http://www.town.uxbridge.on.ca
mailto:accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca
http://www.uxlib.com
http://www.l
mailto:businessfacilitator@uxbridgebia.ca


The Regional Municipality of
Durham, Planning and
Economic Development
Department has received the
prestigious EDAC / RBC Royal
Bank Economic Development
Achievement of the Year Award.
The award was received on behalf
of the Uxbridge BIA, Township
of Uxbridge, Business Advisory
Centre Durham and Region of
Durham for the Win This Space
project.

“This is an outstanding honour,
and staff should be very proud of
this accomplishment,” said
Township of Uxbridge Mayor
Gerri-Lynn O'Connor, Chair of
the Planning & Economic
Development Committee.
“Congratulations to those
involved in Win This Space, and
special thanks to the Uxbridge
BIA who led the project. It was a
great initiative for Uxbridge and
showcased the exceptional talent,
ideas and community spirit in
our town.”

“This really is amazing,” adds
Sari Pandopulos, BIA business

facilitator. We're really doing well
with this initiative. Our vice-
chair, Sue Fumerton (Little
Acorn owner) wrote a two-page
article on Win This Space for
Municipal World, Canada's oldest
magazine, and there it was! We're
getting emails and calls from all
kinds of BIAs who've heard
about it and want to know more!
It's really great!”

Each year EDAC, in partner-
ship with RBC Royal Bank, pres-
ents this award to one communi-
ty-driven economic development
project that has demonstrated
innovation, creativity and proven
results. Win This Space was a
unique competition that encour-
aged entrepreneurs to submit
their business ideas, for the
opportunity to win the first year's
lease of a commercial storefront
in downtown Uxbridge. The
prize also included a range of
support in the form of printing,
advertising and business coach-
ing from the Small Business
Centre.

“Win This Space gave us the

opportunity to recognize creative
and inspiring entrepreneurs in
Durham Region,” said Kathy
Weiss, Director of Economic
Development and Tourism.
“Through this project, we were
able to show our dedication to
further developing new business
and growth in our downtown
areas. We are thrilled to celebrate
the success of this project and see
it propelling local entrepreneur-
ship forward in the coming
years.” 
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Residents of the Uxbridge Community
Your Opinion is requested!

Re: Uxbridge PS English Program Review

Proposal by the Board: The relocation of the English Program
from Uxbridge PS to Quaker Village PS in September 2015, cre-
ating a Single Track French Immersion at Uxbridge PS. The
Durham District School Board would like to hear your opinion
about this proposed change. They have a dedicated phone line
for you to call and share your opinion as well as an email. Please
call 905-666-8080 x5109 or e-mail
UPS_English_Program@durham.edu.on.ca.    

More information will be provided at an Open House on
November 6, 2014, between 7-8:30 p.m at Quaker Village PS
gymnasium 295 Brock Street West. Comment Sheets will also
be available at the Open House. Feedback will be collected until
Friday December 19, 2014. 
A recommendation report regarding the relocation will occur on
January 19, 2015, by Durham District School Board to the
Trustees.

This is a Community issue! Parents, the community and
former students are encouraged to take part 

and share their opinion!

Win This Space wins again

mailto:UPS_English_Program@durham.edu.on.ca


Regarding the four kilometre walk
for school kids: I walk from Sandy
Hook into town and to the stores
out on Highway 47 at least once a
week, and usually more. I have been
doing so for about 15 years, and I
have yet to have every sidewalk
shovelled during the winter. And I
don't mean for a part of the day, I
mean for the whole winter. This
means walking on a narrowed high-
way. Does anybody really want chil-
dren having to do this?

Susan Harris
Sandy Hook

Our election day is moving closer.
Hopefully all of you have spend a
little time to get informed of what
every candidate will stand for once
elected to represent us. At the
debate we were told by some of of
our long-time regional politician
that the Pickering Airport has to be
built, and that it will bring many
jobs to Uxbridge. I urge you to visit
Oshawa Airport, or Buttonville
Airport in Markham. Walk around
and count the people you see work-
ing there. Now you have your
answer.

We were also told that we should
relax the building restrictions on the
greenbelt at the five-year review,
which will happen in 2015. These
two items alone could change our
lives forever. The Oak Ridges
Moraine provides some of the clean-
est water in the world for us.
There is only one moraine. Pave it
over and it’s gone for good.    

Uxbridge has not grown much in
the last two decades.  Why is it,  if
nothing has changed in our town
then our taxes are going through the
roof?
As a pilot myself I can tell you that

the area of the future Pickering
Airport is the worst choice for an
airport since it has some of the most
fog, and we all know that by driving
in it many times. The land has some

of the finest soil for growing food in
Ontario. But I forgot, food doesn't
come from fields or farmers,  we all
know it grows in the supermarket.

When it comes to the Pickering
Airport, there is much, much more
to it and why they want to build it,
and it has absolute nothing to do at
all with the creation of jobs for the
people in our area. Trust me, the
people pushing the airport project
know that. It all has to do with
someone needing a location for a
new airport since the one they own
now was sold to builders for mil-
lions of dollars. 

Please be informed and vote for
the right people at our upcoming
election. If not for yourself then for
your children's future.

Heinz Nitschke
Uxbridge

I read with interest your article of
Thursday, October 9, re: the
Uxbridge Minor Midget Stars.

The Rotary Club Of Uxbridge
truly appreciated the help of the
players. They were enthusiastic and
efficient in their duties. Kudos to
the members who also dressed for
the occasion with shirt and tie!
I would be remiss if I did not men-

tion others who worked to make the
Seniors Dinner another success.
Thanks to members of the Roxy
Kids and the local Interact Club,
who also served. Thank  you to the
many members of the Rotary Club
who worked diligently to set up the
room, prepare and cook the dinner
and enjoyed the camaraderie of
clean-up afterward. Thank you to
the Seniors Centre for the use of
their facility.

The Rotary Club of Uxbridge has
given back to the seniors of
Uxbridge with a Thanksgiving
Dinner for the past 12 years, and
hopes to continue for many more in
the future. We look forward to the
helpful ongoing participation of the

Uxbridge Minor Midget Stars.
R Hickey
President

Rotary Club of Uxbridge

Re: Goodwood Forum, Sept. 18

As the Ward Councillor I have met
with the spokesperson (a resident
living in the Ridge Road subdivi-
sion) on more than one occasion
and minutes were kept for the meet-
ings, and were given to every one
present.
1. The issue of sewers and water
were never brought forward at the
meetings (this has never been prom-
ised in this area by the township).
2. Flickering lights were never
brought forward at any meeting or
phone call. Also, we need an address
to correct this problem and there is
no address on record.
3. A light at the entrance off
Durham 21 was never brought for-
ward at any meetings or phone calls
4.  Grading deposit is between the
builder and the homeowner - the
township does not hold the grading
deposit (this was discussed and
information was given to all present
at the meeting and was also in the
minutes of the meeting).
Discussed at the meetings:
1. Gate installed at the entrance off
Hwy. 47 - has been installed.
2. Ditch clean out to be done by the
developer when the township
assumes the area.
3. Gate at the Pond (which has been
ordered) and the work on the deten-
tion pond to be done.
4. Second lift of asphalt to be
applied this fall - this was complet-
ed in August.
5. Street lights corrected by the
developer.
6.Trees to be planted this fall by the
developer.

...continued on page 7
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our two cents

9,500 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copy-
righted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Time to build culverts - and bridges

Letters to the Editor

In two weeks, Uxbridge residents will know the make-up of the new council which will lead the
township through at least the next four years. The new council members will then have approx-
imately four weeks before taking their seats for their first official council session.

Whoever is elected to fill those seats in December could spend that time thinking seriously
about how they are going to address some serious issues facing Uxbridge Township.
First and foremost, having convinced themselves in their past incarnation that the culvert under

Brock Street West is an absolute necessity, council should act speedily to make a decision on one
of the many options they have been presented with and get the job done as fast as possible.
More importantly than the culvert, however, councillors should think hard and long about build-

ing some bridges: bridges to various segments of the Uxbridge population. We have been notic-
ing people becoming increasingly grumpy and, in some cases, downright combative about life in
Uxbridge and how the community we live in is not as idyllic as many of us like to think.

The first bridge should lead to the business community. Many of the business proprietors are
in town are unhappy. Downtown merchants still have to put up with empty store fronts and the
dilapidated look of Brock Street between Toronto and Main Streets. If one half of the retail area
looks less prosperous and appealing than the other, how are new retail operations likely to be
enticed to set up business? And how long will it be before the malaise at the east end of the street
spreads to the west end? 

Some business people at the south end of town feel they are not being adequately served by
the BIA and they, too, have an empty store problem: a huge empty lot - the former Williamsons
car lot - sitting idly in the heart of that business section. At least three major projects have been
proposed for that lot in the past couple of years and none have come to fruition. Council needs
to ask why or, better yet, tell us why.

Council also needs to think about working much closer with the business community to figure
out viable and practical ways to bring in new businesses and also to increase the customer base
of those businesses already here. With no appreciable growth in population, retail and commer-
cial businesses in Uxbridge must rely on the same customers over and over again. Few business-
es can survive that way. 

The second bridge should be to service clubs and community groups who feel they are being
strangled by both the township's and the region's sign bylaws and by the sometimes seemingly
exorbitant insurance coverage they have to obtain for events. The special events bylaw threat-
ens the future of one of Uxbridge's most popular fund-raising events, the Mud Run, and seem-
ingly has put an end to Luke Dillon's fund-raising motocross event in Zephyr after two years.

The third bridge should lead to the residents themselves. There are far too many unhappy
groups in the township, large and small: the Planks Lane residents who were misquoted, misled
and misused in a police report on traffic in their area; a large number of residents in the area
of Uxbridge Shooting Sports who had to fight a long and hard battle to have some of their con-
cerns addressed; people living near Goodwood Kartways who feel their concerns are not being
addressed; a large number of parents who are concerned about their children's safety if they
travel by foot to the Fields of Uxbridge; many residents who are fed up with the volume of grav-
el trucks and dump trucks passing through town and through the hamlets; just as many resi-
dents, perhaps, who are beginning to grumble about some of the bylaws being passed and the
way the bylaw department operates; and just about all residents when it comes to taxes.
Perhaps one of the best ways to start building that third bridge would be to hold occasional coun-
cil meetings in the hamlets on a rotating basis. That would be government connecting with the
people in a real, tangible way.

mailto:thecosmos@powergate.ca
http://www.thecosmos.ca


It was a quiet Tuesday night. My wife and son were on a reconnaissance mis-
sion to source out some new piece of bleeding-edge electronics. My plan was to come home from work, toss
some leftovers in the nuke machine, get horizontal on the chesterfield, and let the silence of an empty
house turn me into a pool of hairy Jell-o. At least it sounded good in my head. When I opened the front
door, my Zen-like calm was assaulted like a drag queen at a tractor pull. No one was home but someone
forgot to tell the TV.

We bestow on our electronic gadgets the gift of human intelligence. We expect our Smart phones and
iPads to make decisions we're incapable of making ourselves. Like turning themselves off when they're no
longer in use. My Sony relic had not been endowed with such sublime technology. Abandoned by its own-
ers, I found it playing to an empty room.

The weirdness factor shot off the end of the scale when I saw what was on the screen. People in chef out-
fits were screaming at each other in what must've been some pretty colourful language. In fact, so much
of the “dialogue” had been bleeped out the segment sounded more like a test of the Emergency Broadcast
System. Judging by the vehemence of their invective, evil forces were plotting to take over the world from
the kitchen of a five-star restaurant. This tawdry episode of Bakers Behaving Badly was brought to me by
something called the Food Network. At any moment I expected John Candy and Andrea Martin to pop out
of a meat locker; but this wasn't SCTV. This was reality programming at its profanity-laced, batter-flinging
finest.

I tried to put this bizarre spectacle into some context: an angry master chef, cowering underlings, and
some guy wielding a sauce pan who was mad as hell and wasn't going to take it anymore. It took me a
few minutes to figure out what was actually going on here. This wasn't just scenes from a diner. This was
Batman in an apron, Wonder Woman with a meat cleaver. These gourmands were the new spatula-wield-
ing superheroes of the flat screen. Escapism used to come in the form of cartoon images. We lived large as
Spiderman, spinning webs and fighting crime. We were the Fonz, lording over our realm armed with the
power of cool. To find solace from the pressures of reality, we donned a cape and flew over Metropolis look-
ing for damsels in distress. Now we pull on a big hat and sling hash at an upscale diner. Step aside
Superman, there's a new hero in town. I give you Captain Marinade: defender of truth, justice, and the
seven-course meal. I couldn't picture Julia Child and the Galloping Gourmet arm wrestling over a recipe for
blueberry muffins. Deep-frying as an extreme sport is definitely a modern phenomenon. 

The fun never stops in the world of culinary gladiators. Apparently, I was just in time to watch the latest
installment of the “Iron Chef”. I had no idea what it was about but I pictured a two-story high coffee truck
transforming into the Pillsbury Dough Boy. That was to be followed by “Cake Boss” which I could only
assume involved members of rival bakeries ending up in the East River.

I admit that my knowledge of satellite TV is confined to the holy trinity of home entertainment: hockey,
baseball, and the Comedy Network. I'm painfully aware, however, that you could feed several villages in
Guatemala for what it costs to watch a couple of sous-chefs fling expletives and Béarnaise sauce at each
other. I decided to roam the dial in search of more hidden gems. Aside from the Food Network, I was the
proud owner of Baby First TV, Salt + Light, iHoroscope, and The Cave. And if I didn't feel like jetting off to
a crowded mall on a Saturday, I could satisfy my antiquing jones by watching the Shopping Network.
I shut off the TV and headed back to the kitchen. I rooted through several Tupperware containers in search

of dinner. I settled on something I could only hope was meat loaf and tossed it in the microwave. While my
entrée bubbled and squeaked under the heat, I thought of the dueling chefs. And of the Shopping Network.
I thought of the 120 channels we don't watch on a daily basis. Perhaps it was time to deep-six the satel-
lite and go back to rabbit ears. Well, maybe after the baseball playoffs.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

No Sound? No reality!
The concept was fairly simple. Oscar-winning moviemaker Chris Landreth leads his
audience into the recesses of the brain of a character named Charles Langford, who's

attempting to remember the name of a long-ago friend he's suddenly re-encountered at a party. You know… It's
when you see the face, but you can't remember the name. Well, Landreth used that premise in an 11-minute short
film, called “Subconscious Password,” which we recently saw during the annual Short Film Festival at the Roxy. The
film becomes a madcap edition of that classic TV game show “Password,” with every contestant knowing that the
long-ago friend's name is “John,” except our hero.

“Landreth's spellbinding animation makes anomic aphasia unforgettably entertaining,” explained the Roxy pro-
gram.

I loved the movie short. But what made this surreal adventure into the deepest corners of Langford's brain so
memorable, I thought on reflection, wasn't so much the visuals; although some of the effects reminded me of the
re-entry scenes from Stanley Kubrick's “2001: A Space Odyssey.” No. What made the travels of our hero from one
failed Password round to the next so unique, were the realistic sound effects. Brain storms were the equivalent of
atomic explosions. Time travel tore our ears off. And the voices of each new contestant - his mom, Sammy Davis
Jr., his babysitter when he was four, and even James Joyce - despite being animated, seemed dead-on real.

Remarkably, I learned that many of the unique sounds created for Subconscious Password came from the years
of experience and studio facilities of an extraordinary Foley artist in our midst - Andy Malcolm - who joined us at
the Roxy that evening. Foley, named after 20th century sound technician Jack Foley, is sound production that hap-
pens after the film is finished, when sound effects are performed in sync with the edited film. Andy Malcolm's been
doing it professionally for 40 years. Bearded and unassuming, Malcolm shrugged off the genius of his work (and
his mantel of Emmy, Genie and Gemini Awards it's brought him at Footsteps Post-Production Sound Inc.) 

“There's nothing magical about it,” he said. “It's just sound.”
I spend each fall semester at Centennial College teaching broadcasting and film students why real sound - in radio,

movies and television - is so vital. I know it's obvious. But if you've shot the visual of an animal in the jungle, or
a battle scene in the middle of a war, or I guess the cast of characters on the set of a 1960s TV quiz show
“Password,” it helps if each sounds the way it should. And, as I try to impress upon my students, that's the way it
was done in the golden days of radio, back in the 1930s and '40s. 
As an example, I show them the way Herb Morrison's simple on-location WLS broadcast of the apparently unevent-

ful arrival of the German zeppelin “Hindenburg” at Lakehurst, New Jersey, on May 6, 1937, suddenly became an
historic live account of an air disaster.
“It's smoke and it's flames now… and the frame is crashing to the  ground… Oh, the humanity,” Morrison wept

into his live mike as the airship burned and crumpled to the ground, killing 36 people.
Mind you, back in the 1930s and '40s it was much easier to walk out your door, set up a microphone and recorder

and get the pure sound you needed. But supposing you couldn't get the actual sound and had to approximate it?
Well, that's when the recreation or Foley production of a Jack Foley or later an Andy Malcolm comes in handy. For
example, I mention animals in the jungle; go back to 1933 when RKO was about to release the original “King Kong”
movie. Among the final elements to make Kong believable was his gorilla-like roar; Foley artists actually created
by playing backwards the sound of a lion recorded at the San Diego zoo.

I also mention war sounds. I remember when I assembled research on D-Day, I came across the famous film
footage of Canadian troops landing on Juno Beach on June 6, 1944. Through Chuck Ross, a member of the
Canadian Army Film and Photo Unit during the Second World War, I learned that the 35mm silent film had been
shot by cinematographer Bill Grant. In turn, before the film appeared in movie theatres in the U.K., the U.S. and
Canada, I discovered that a Canadian film technician named Ken Ewart, in London, England, had edited and mixed
sound effects of gunfire into the famous footage.
“One of the reasons I got the editing job,” Ewart told me, “was that I knew what all these weapons sounded like.”
When the Short Film Festival screening of Subconscious Password was over, the other night at the Roxy, I suggest-

ed to Andy Malcolm that what he was really doing as a Foley artist was “sweetening” the film's soundtrack.
“No,” Andy said. “We're just making the sound, sound real.”
That's because hearing is believing.

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

ravenshoe ramblings
column by Roger Pires

Food fights

The Smile you’ve always wanted!
Attaining the smile you have always
wanted is possible with advances in
cosmetic dentistry. Even a subtle
change in your smile can take years
off your appearance and helps you
to project an image of self-
confidence.

Book an appointment today
for a consultation.

http://www.tedbarris.com


by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Uxbridge is getting a very special
early Christmas present this year -
world-famous classical guitarist
Liona Boyd is visiting the Uxbridge
Music Hall on November 14, one of
the first venues that will get to hear
a few songs from her brand new sea-

sonal album A Winter Fantasy.
“I likely won't play a lot of

Christmas songs, as it will be a little
early yet, but I'll certainly perform a
few!” promised Ms. Boyd in an
phone interview from her home in
Toronto.

This will be Liona Boyd's second
visit to Uxbridge. She was last here

in April, 1986, and many still
remember her performance.

“She was wonderful,” recalls Lisa
Boyce, who attended the concert.
“At one point she just sat down on
the edge of the stage and told us she
was going to try out a song that she
was just working on, and did we
mind? Did we mind? Of course not!

It was fabulous!”
The new album, just released

this past Tuesday, features both
traditional Christmas music
mixed with original material,
all displaying the unique, clas-
sic sounds that only Ms. Boyd
is able to coax out of a guitar.
The album is mostly instru-
mental, with magical orches-
trations and arrangements by
Peter Bond and Michael
Savona; Savona will also per-
form at the concert. Ms. Boyd,
whose singing voice is aptly
likened to Enya's, sings O Holy
Night, as well as two original
Christmas songs: Alone on

Christmas Day, and My Special
Christmas Present is You.

Ms. Boyd says that the concert
won't be “high energy, but more
ethereal, beautiful, and relaxing.”

She promises to play many songs
from her last album The Return - To
Canada with Love, which was
released last year. 

Popularly known as “The First
Lady of the Guitar”, Ms. Boyd is in
a class of her own, and such a big
name in Uxbridge is not a common
occurrence. Ms. Boyd was invited to
play in Uxbridge by Danny Pettit,
founder of “Notes for Charity”, a
new organization that will work
with charitable organizations to
bring big name entertainment into
town and provide excellent
fundraising opportunities. Proceeds
from this concert will go towards
the Lucy Maud Montgomery
Society of Ontario, and towards the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital
Foundation. Pettit is excited to be
hosting this inaugural concert for

his foundation.
“Having been a fan of Liona Boyd

and her music, I was very fortunate
to meet her last fall at a performance
in Toronto. We had a wonderful
conversation, and she invited me to
a concert she was doing at a church
in Newmarket. Post- performance, I
just asked her if she'd perform at a
benefit concert at the Uxbridge
Music Hall, and she replied
“Absolutely, Danny.” We are hon-
oured and privileged to have both
Liona Boyd and Michael Savona
performing for us.”   

Ms. Boyd, who has recorded 22
albums throughout her illustrious
career, says that she is enjoying this
“second chapter” of her career. 

“I love to sing. And I left a comfy
life in Beverley Hills to return to
Canada because I really felt that I
had more music inside of me that I
had to share,” she explains.

Many are under the mistaken
notion that Ms. Boyd had stopped
recording and performing because
of hand problems that made it diffi-
cult to play the guitar. She did have
Musician's Focal Dystopia, a neuro-
logical disorder that often affects
professional musicians who do very
intricate work on a regular basis.
She overcame this setback, however,
and is taking to the stage again,
albeit at smaller venues.
“I love playing the smaller places. I

love the intimacy, and the way the
music sounds. You can so much
more personal with the music, and I
really enjoy that. I also get to meet
people afterwards, and I really think
I owe that to my audiences,” she
says.
Everyone is welcome to attend this

possibly once-in-a-lifetime event. “I
hope that people bring their kids to
this concert,” exclaims Ms. Boyd.
“It could be the one that transforms
them. That's what happened to me!
It may just inspire them to take up
the guitar!” 
Tickets for the November 14 con-
cert are $60 each, and are available
at www.starticketing.com, by visit-
ing Sugar FX or Little Acorn in
Uxbridge, or by contacting Danny
Pettit at 905 706 1750.
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First Lady of Guitar to be first treat of Christmas season

Photo by Don Dixon, courtesy of Mid-Continental Music Management

http://www.starticketing.com


Hope everyone enjoyed spending
time with family and friends on
Thanksgiving weekend. The
weather was lovely most of the
time.

Lucy Maud Montgomery Day is
coming up on Saturday, October
25. This all-day event includes
interesting speakers, and a deli-
cious noon luncheon in the
Historical Leaskdale Church. Plan
to spend a full or half day. In the
evening there will be an event
again in the church from 7 - 9
p.m.

A dinner in support of the Youth
Mission Team for Kids Camp in
the Dominican Republic will be at
St. Paul's Leaskdale Church on
Saturday, November 1 at 6 p.m.
Tickets are available at the church
office. Adults $15;  Children $10;
and a family of four $40.

A number of seniors enjoyed the
Rotary Club of Uxbridge
Thanksgiving Dinner at the

Seniors' Centre on October 2.
Local young people did a great job
of serving and cleaning up after-
wards.

There is a responsibility by the
developer to correct the problems in
the subdivision before the township
assumes this area and this must be 
done by the developer so tax dollars
are not used to correct outstanding
issues.
This subdivision went through the

biggest recession this country has
seen, and took a number of years to
build out (houses are sold before
being built). The last occupancy
permit was issued Sept. 9, 2014.

The township assumes the subdi-
vision one year after the date
(August 2014) of the second lift of
asphalt being applied.

In regards to the complaint about
insurance and distance from the fire
dept. that is an issue between the
homeowner and the insurance com-
pany. 

Bev Northeast
Ward 1 Councillor

Taken in isolation, it isn't just about
Mayor O'Connor's suggestion that
a constituent frustrat-
ed with high taxes
leave the township. It
isn't even about the
lack of empathy from
a multiple term Ward
Councillor. It's about
answering the  ques-
tion. It's about
accountability.

Consider the
equally blithe
response from long
term Regional
Chair Roger
Anderson to Ward
2 Candidate Gary
Ruona's question
regarding the
region's generous
share of our munic-
ipal tax burden: “If
you want to take
over regional roads,
go ahead”. That
wasn't an answer,
nor was it a
thoughtful, rea-
soned response. It
was a rant and an
outright attack.

The broader per-
spective makes it
abundantly clear
that there is a larger
issue at play with
several multiple
term incumbents
who suffer from
intellectual exhaus-
tion, cliquishness,
apathy, boredom,
cockiness and an
overabundance of
disdain for voters.    

And it's our fault.
Over the past 20

years, I have
watched far too
many of the same
faces win the same
elections time after

time, making the same tired and
empty promises, using the same
tired platforms, and making the
same old excuses for the same old
problems.  Yet, every four years, we
elect them again.  It's time to look
at this municipal election different-
ly. It's time to reject the status quo.
This election is an opportunity for
voters to take back into their own
hands their personal responsibility
for the welfare of their communities
by doing their due diligence on
every candidate before they vote.
We need to demand better, and we
need to take a chance on some
bright new faces and bright new
ideas.  

It's time to fix what's broken in
this township and this region.

It's time for change!  Vote!

Mary-Kay Maynard
Goodwood
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Letters, continued from page 4

BLAIR 
EMMERSON
Ward 1 Councillor

•  Dedication
•  Truth
•  Always available
•  Common sense
•  Planning for a positive future

For answers, please call 647-961-0358
or email blair4ward1@outlook.com

Make Each Vote Count

For a United Voice 
VOTE BLAIR EMMERSON

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison

mailto:blair4ward1@outlook.com


Get Your Stories Straight!

Uxbridge's Storytelling Fun
Festival is just a few days away.
Saturday, October 25, will be full
of activities for all ages, including
the Anne of Green Gables Look-A-
Like Contest,  a Scavenger Hunt, a
Freckle Painting Station, Book
Cover Creating, and a Photo Booth
with props. All these activities and

more are about stories and story-
telling. But for the real deal, go to
the Masonic Hall, across from the
train station in the afternoon. Story
Teller Heather Whaley will be there
at 2 p.m., and at 3 p.m., Applefun
Puppetry will entertain.

Do you yourself have a story to
tell? The Story Telling Contest for
both adults and children starts
Friday Evening, at St. Andrews

Presbyterian Church. Pick up a reg-
istration form at the Library.

While the family fun is going on,
those of us who are interested to
learn more about the art of the
master storyteller, L.M.
Montgomery, will be gathering at
the Historic Leaskdale Church.
The program for Lucy Maud
Montgomery Day runs from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. To learn more, check the
web site, lucymaudmontgomery.ca.
You can register on line, or else over
the phone. Phone numbers are on
the web site.
At 3 p.m. the Writing Fairy arrives

at the Historic Leaskdale Church.
Dorothea Helms will conduct a
story writing workshop for those
who aspire to see their stories in
print.
At 7 p.m. a special treat will be the

presentation of Anne of Green
Gables, the film. This recreation of
the first silent era motion picture of
Anne Shirley has been researched
and creatively redone by Linda
Hutton and accompanied on piano
by Jack Hutton from the Bala
Museum. This is a faithful recre-
ation of the original from 1919,
which starred Mary Miles Minter

as the original Anne Shirley.  A
unique event, not to be missed! $10
admission.
On Sunday, October 26, at the
Historic Leaskdale Church, the sto-
rytelling finalists from Friday
Evening will retell their stories, and
receive their prizes: $50 for adult
first place, $25 for children first
place! There will be refreshments
and music to make it a gala event.

Think of a story. Give it a begin-
ning, a middle part, and an ending.
Polish it. Tell it to the audience.
You will have fun, and you might
even win!

Our keynote speaker for LMM
Day, Dr. Laura Robinson, will have
on display her exhibit “The
Canadian War Front: L.M.
Montomery’s Reflections on War”.
From October 14-24 it is at the
Uxbridge Library, and on October
25 it moves to the Historic
Leaskdale Chirch as part of LMM
Day. Don’t miss this beautiful and
insightful display on the Canadian
home front during World War
One, as seen through the eyes of
one of Canada’s most famous writ-
ers.
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• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE

THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

Meanwhile, Back at the Manse by Barb Pratt

by Carol Johnson

If you are looking for an enjoy-
able evening of music, come to
the 11th annual Music Gala at
Sandford United Church on
Friday October 17, at 7:30 p.m. 

Entertainers include Susan
Luke, who is well known as a
member of “Poor Tom”. Her
daughters will be joining her to
delight us with their violins. 

Another excellent violinist,
Michelle Charlton, will be
accompanying Chris Saunders.
Chris is best known for playing
his acoustic and electric guitars
in a number of music theatre
productions, in Uxperience and
at the Foster.

Jennifer Neveu will perform a
wide range of music, and always
thrills her audience. She will be
accompanied by skilled pianist
Carol Gibson. 

Other performers include
Dave Owen, a country blues
singer and songwriter, who
manages to play his guitar and
harmonica and sing, all at the
same time. Tanis Joy describes
herself as a folk-infused soul
singer and songwriter. 
Closing the evening will be the
“Ivory Symphony”, which is
made up of five pianists playing
keyboards, who sound like a
symphony. Their music will
include well known songs from
The Phantom of the Opera.
Adult tickets are $15 and chil-
dren under 12 are free. They are
available at The Blue Heron and
at the door. A portion of the
funds will go the Uxbridge
Music Scholarship Fund and
the Pikangikum Water Project.

Sandford Gala -
symphonies of
sound for the
Scholarship Fund

http://www.twinsnails.ca


Operation Warm Hearts is celebrating its
15th year of providing warmth to Uxbridge
Township. Every year, a group of volunteers
with the help of sponsors (Rotary Club of
Uxbridge, Uxbridge Public School, Wash
Worx and The Roxy Kids in Action);
OWH founder Maggie McCreath helps
ensure that no one in Uxbridge and sur-
rounding areas is without warm clothing
when the winter chill arrives.
Operation Warm Hearts one day only sale,

will be held on Saturday, November 8, in
the Uxbridge Public School gym from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Gently used winter coats, ski
pants, boots, scarves and more winter gear
will be on sale
for $2 or in
exchange for a
non-perishable
food item. All
proceeds from
the sale, as well
as the food
donations, will
go the
U x b r i d g e
Loaves and
Fishes food
bank. Any left-
over clothing
will go to vari-
ous shelters.

If you have
gently used
winter wear

that you would like to donate, you can drop
them off at: The Uxbridge Seniors Centre,
or at Wash Worx (11 Main Street N.). 

For more information, please call Maggie
McCreath at 905-852-3035. Every year,
the items collected are cleaned courtesy of
Wash Worx Laundromat.

Just take a look in that over-stuffed hall
closet filled with coats, hats, mittens, etc.,
that might not be used any more - they can
find a home with someone in need.  It can
mean so much for so many for just a little
effort on your part. Help continue to keep
Uxbridge warm and donate.
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You’re Voice for:

To Understand and Represent the Unique and
Different issues in this Ward you should live here.

Vote for Experience in Ward 1 

Re-Elect Bev Northeast, resident for 47 years.
bnortheast@powergate.ca      905-640-3966

beverlynortheast.blogspot.cm

YOUR VOICE
IN WARD 1

BEV
NORTHEAST

RE-ELECT

Affordable Housing:
Apartments in Rural Homes

More Industry:
Negotiate with Oak Ridges Moraine and
Green belt for more land

Safer Roads:
Lower speed limits on rural roads and Traffic
Calming methods 

Downtown:
Rezone side streets for more stores to lower
rents, more variety
Pick a Theme for more continuity/tourism
and marketing

High Paying Jobs:
Encourage more high tech business

Volunteers:
Assist by matching fundraising dollars

Artists:
Create an Art gallery at the Historical Centre

Truck Traffic:
Continue to work with the Region to address
the speeding, volume, safety & signage

Warm Hearts wants your warm outerwear

mailto:bnortheast@powergate.ca


Want to learn how to build a forest?
The Ontario Woodlot Association is
holding a workshop this weekend on
how to do just that.  Just go to 810
Ganton Rd., just east of Uxbridge off
Hwy. 47, and visit the Ecologically
Certified heritage sugar bush and

reforested 25 acre property that has
been developed by Anne and Alan
Wells over a 40 year period.
This brand new “forest” is predomi-
nately spruce, pine and cedar trees
with some hardwoods including a
number of butternut, which is a

threatened species.
Examples of both ran-
domly hand planted
trees and machine
planted rows will be
shown, and both suc-
cesses and failures will
be shared with visitors
by a qualified forester.
The Wells family will
also instruct on how to
space, plant and main-
tain new plantings.

This property has a Conservation
Easement registered with the Oak
Ridges Moraine Land Trust to ensure
its continued use as a nature preserve,
as well as a Managed Forest
Stewardship Plan that allows it to
qualify under the Ontario Managed

Forest Tax Incentive Plan. Members
of the York Durham Chapter of
Ontario Woodlot Association will be
pleased to discuss these initiatives
with you. The Ontario Woodlot
Association is a non-profit non- gov-
ernment organization governed by a

volunteer Board of Directors with a
network of 19 regional chapters. The
OWA brings woodlot owners and
interested parties together to pro-
mote sustainable management of pri-
vate forests by providing members
with information and guidance.

Please note that the Wells property
is in a natural forest setting and par-
ticipants should come suitably
dressed including hat and protective
shoes. No pets please.

Finally, please RSVP to allow for
adequate refreshments. 905-852-
3051, or email wellsa@sympatico.ca

Oct. 14-24: Laura Robinson’s (Royal
Military College” exhibit “The
CanadianHome Front: L.M.
Montgomery’s Reflections on War” will
be on display at the Uxbridge Library.
Explore Mongomery’s experience on
the home front during the First World
War. The exhibition reflects the
research of Professor Robinson and has
been displayed in France and Prince
Edward Island.
Thurs., Oct. 16: The Uxbridge
Genealogy Group meets in the new
Lower Hall Meeting Room of the
Uxbridge Public Library, 7 p.m. Guest
speaker, 50/50 draw, $2 admission.
All welcome. 
Fri. Oct. 17, Tai Chi Open House
9-11:30 a.m., Uxbridge Seniors'
Centre. This information session
includes a short video, and Tai Chi
demonstration, followed by refresh-
ments. Contact Lyn at 905-642-4857.
Fri., Oct. 17, Blood Donor Clinic,
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7
p.m. Book appt. at 1-888-236-6283or
at www.blood.ca
Fri., Oct. 17: Sandford United
Church 11th Annual Music Gala.
7:30 p.m. A great evening of music
performed by local artists. $15 adults,
children under 12 free. Refreshments.
A portion of the funding will go to the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Fund.

Sat., Oct. 18: Music Fest will be
held at Reachview Village,
Uxbridge from 10 - 11 a.m. The audi-
ence is very appreciative of any talent,
be it story-telling, dance, singing, instru-
ment playing. 905-852-6487.
Sun., Oct. 19: Fall Harvest
Interdenominational Church
Service at  Uxbridge Museum in the
Old Coppin's Corner 5th Line Church (
circa 1870 ) at 1 p.m. with Rev. Karen
Croxall. Everyone welcome.
Sun., Oct. 19: Tunes & Tea With
Soulise (featuring Jackie
Bennett), 3-5 p.m. An hour of music
followed by tea & dessert. Donation
will be accepted in aid of The
Community Christmas Hampers. St
Paul's Anglican Church. Call 905-852-
7016 for information.
Sun., Oct. 19: Family Music
Night, hosted by Uxbridge Branch of
the Canadian Bible Society, 7 p.m. at
St. Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian
Church. Featuring, Richard Watson
and Johann Cresswell, Freedom Bound,
Reflections, Rev. Kirby Constable.
Grace Constable, Carolyn Piet. Free
will offering, all are welcome.
Refreshments. For information contact
Jim Campbell at 905 852 6086.

Tues., Oct. 21: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Roast Pork Lunch,
12 noon. Tickets $12/pp, available at
Quilt room Mon.- Thurs. 1-4 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 24: Roast Beef Dinner at

Trinity United Church, 4:30-7 p.m.
Adults $17; children 6-12, $7; 5 &
under free. Call Church at 852 6213 to
reserve. Tickets also available at the
door.
Fri., Oct. 24: Storytelling Launch
Party,    7-9:30 p.m. St.Andrews-
Chalmers Church. $5 per person. Fri.,
Oct. 24: 'Fright at the Museum'
Haunted Village and Scavenger
Hunt. Family appropriate  fun for all
ages, some scary content. Bring a flash-
light. Event goes ahead rain or moon-
light. $2/participant. Last entry at
8:30pm. 7239 Concession Rd. 6,
Uxbridge. Contact the museum at 905-
852-5854 or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca for
more information.
Fri., Oct. 24: Hallowe’en Youth
Dance for grades 4-8, Uxbridge
Arena, 7 - 10 p.m. Admission $8 at the
door. This is a fundraiser for the USS
Drama Class production of Pride and
Prejudice.
Sat., Oct. 25: Lucy Maud
Montgomery Day, at the Historic
Leaskdale Church. ”Maud The
Storyteller.” Special Speakers
include keynote Laura Robinson (Royal
Military College). Enjoy a half or full
day of speakers and academics pre-
senting on a variety of subjects on
Maud The Storyteller. Registration
includes coffee, snacks and luncheon.
www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca
Sat., Oct. 25:  Anne of Green
Gables and Friends Look Alike
Contest, 11:30 a.m. at Little Acorn
Children’s Store. Dress up like Anne
and win a prize. Applefun

Puppetry Show and Heather
Whaley Professional Storyteller
2-4:30 pm at the Masonic Hall, $10
per child or $25 per family, tickets at
Little Acorn. Anne of Green Gables
the Silent Movie- a recreation of the
lost 1919 movie. Historic Leaskdale
Church 11850 Regional Road 1  $10
per person, tickets at door.
Sat., Oct. 25: Claremont UCW
Annual Christmas Craft Show, 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Claremont Community
Centre, 4941 Old Brock Rd,
Claremont. Contacts: Linda
905.649.2320 or Barb
905.649.2832
Sun., Oct. 26: Goodwood Baptist
Church hosts a Gospel sing with
the Freedom Bound at 11 a.m., with
family breakfast at 10 a.m. All wel-
come.
Sun., Oct. 26: GALA Party, Historic
Leaskdale Church, 2:30-4:30 p.m. $5
per person.

Tues., Oct. 28: Paranormal 101
presentation with the
Paranormal Researchers of
Ontario (Proo(f) at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre Schoolhouse. , 7 to
9pm. Learn about paranormal research
and ghost hunting, including equipment
and research methods. All are welcome
to attend. Admission by donation, light
refreshments. 7239 Concession Rd. 6,
Uxbridge. Contact the museum at 905-
852-5854 or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca for
more information.
Sat., Nov. 1: Bag of books for a

Buck Sale, Zephyr Library. Donations
welcome, 12200 Conc. 2, Zephyr.
905-473-5713
Fri., Nov. 7: NOISE II, Battle of
the Bands. Uxbridge Secondary
School, 7 p.m. Attention Bands & Solo
Artists-sign up this week! 1 band & 1
solo artist awarded a recording session
at INEO Studios! In support of the
Uxbridge Music Scholarship Trust.
Contact: NOISEatUSS@hotmail.com for
more info. 
Sat., Nov. 8: Operation Warm
Hearts, Uxbridge Public School, 10
a.m.-1p.m. New and gently used clean
winter coats, boots, hats & ski pants.
Pay what you can afford, min. $2
donation or donation to the Food Bank.
All proceeds to Food Bank. Want to
contribute? Drop off at Seniors Centre
or Wash Worx Laundromat (11 Main
St. N.) by Oct. 31
Sun., Nov. 9: Uxbridge Chamber
Choir presents Songs of
Remembrance, 3 p.m. Trinity United
Church. Featuring Dona Nobis Pacem
by Ralph Vaughan Williams. Tickets
$22 Adults, $15 (Sr/St) 905-852 -
2676
Everyone welcome.
Pineridge Chorus/Sweet
Adelines A friendly women's chorus.
Mondays 7:15 p.m. Uxbridge Music
Hall 905-852-6327
If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention (AS SPACE
PERMITS), please contact us at thecos-
mos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900.
The deadline for our next issue is 6
p.m. Sunday. 
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THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

CHECK US OUT AT WWW.THEMEATMERCHANT.CA

905-852-9892

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
ROAST BEEF DINNER

Friday, October 24, 2014
4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Continuous Buffet 
Take-out available

Adults & Teens $17   Children 6-12 $ 7  Children 5 & under Free

For tickets contact the Church Office
Diane 905-852-6213

Tickets also available at the door

Create a forest in one easy visit

In the October 9 edition of The Cosmos, we erro-
neously reported that, at the All Ward Candiates
Forum, Ward 3 (not Ward 2) councillor Pat Mikuse
“said it might be worth investigating whether part
of the Heritage centre could be sold to a business”.
Rather, Ms Mikuse suggested “commercializing the
school house at the museum and giving the oppor-
tunity to a business to locate on the site”. 

In the October 9 edition of The Cosmos, we incor-
rectly identified Mrs. Compton as Alex Hartmann in
a photo with Dave Phillips and Mr. Compton.

The Cosmos apologizes for the errors.

mailto:wellsa@sympatico.ca
http://www.blood.ca
mailto:museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca
http://www.lucymaudmontgomery.ca
mailto:museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca
mailto:NOISEatUSS@hotmail.com
mailto:thecos-mos@powergate.ca
mailto:thecos-mos@powergate.ca
http://www.themeatmerchant.ca


by Amy Hurlburt

The first annual two-day H.O.P.E.
Permaculture Tour is taking place
this Saturday, October 18, and
Sunday, October 19, in both
Durham and York Regions. 

The acronym H.O.P.E. stands for
Homesteading Organically to
Produce Ecosystems, and also
speaks to the primary goal of the
organizers: to instill hope and
inspiration in the participants.

The weekend will include
bus/shuttle services to each of the
sites throughout the tour, and par-
ticipants will be able to tour each
site and partake in a workshop at
each one as well.

The tour began as a banding
together of similar ideals. Natalie
Howard, who owns the Mandala
G a r d e n
l o c a t e d
on The
Re a l i g n
R a n c h ,
one of
the tour
dest ina-
t i o n s ,
n o t e s
that they
got start-
ed when
they all recognized they were doing
“similar things in different ways”,
and wanted to connect for mutual
inspiration and ideas. They also
recognized that the lessons they
were learning about sustainable liv-
ing were important for many peo-
ple, beyond their group. 

“We wanted to connect deeper
with the land-the source of our
food-and really see the conse-
quences of our actions,” says
Natalie. “There is more strength in
working as a community, coming
together was a way to let people
know about our individual jour-
neys but also help them be
inspired, learn how to use the tools
in nature to your advantage.
Sustain the land and sustain your-
self.”

Natalie's
workshop is
centred on
the creation
of the
Mandala gar-
den, which
uses geomet-
rical shapes
to ignite the
life force of a
s p a c e .
Natalie, who
c i t e s
r e n o w n e d
eco-philoso-
pher Joanna
Macy as one
of her pri-
mary influ-
e n c e s ,

explains that the patterns in a space
affect more than might be expect-
ed:  “It's more than just growing a
vegetable garden: it's a connection
to the earth. We want to raise
awareness and consciousness about
promoting sustainability and econ-
omy, and supporting locals. When
that happens we're seeing different
growth in the same space, but also
edible sanctuary…it becomes a
place of healing and of refuge.”

One of the primary elements of
the tour is teaching people how to
address their fears or concerns in a
healthy way: be that in regards to
the water supply, sustainability, or
what's really going into the food
they buy. 

“It's really about freedom,”
explains Phil Collins of Foggy
River North and South. “We sup-

port self-suf-
ficiency and
developing a
h e a l t h y
lifestyle, and
there are
many differ-
ent ways that
can be
applied. It's
most impor-
tant that we
show people

what can be accomplished in a
short amount of time and inspire
them to do something themselves.”

Tour destinations on the tour
include the aforementioned
Mandela Gardens at the Realign
Ranch, Foggy River North and
Foggy River South, as well as John's
Gardens, Tycoed Eco-Village, and
Cavaleiro Farms. There will also be
a surprise stop on Saturday night.
Highlights include a panel discus-
sion on what 'permaculture'
means, identifying native Ontario
trees, ecological observation and
analysis, advanced earthworkds,
micro-climate creation, terracing,
advanced soil repair, bioregional-
ism, benefits and challenges of
community, principles

of holistic farm design, and
much more.

For those who are interested,
camping will be available at
Foggy River Farm overnight,
and others can connect with
B&B in the area as well. Light
snacks and handouts will be
provided, but meals are not

included.  For more information or
to register, visit www.permaculture-
tour.eventbrite.com.
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Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian

 (by appointment)

   Available

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Rick Callaghan

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

FREE COURTESY CAR

BY APPOINTMENT

Conrad

BOYCE
A Strong

VOICE
A Strong

CHOICE
FOR COUNCILLOR WARD 4

AN EXPERIENCED
VOICE
There is a good possibility that the
councillor for Ward 4 will be the only
fresh voice on Uxbridge Council for
the new term. To compete with the
veteran voices around the table, it will
be important for the ward, and for the
Township, that our representative
have a solid grounding in how
municipal government works. 
Conrad was deputy mayor of
Whitehorse, Yukon for several years,
and more recently covered council as
a journalist for many years in
Newmarket, Stouffville and Uxbridge.
Conrad will hit the ground running as
your advocate at Town Hall.

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
welcomes all to a special time of worship, 

praying for the suffering church 
(with a focus on Asia and the Middle East)

Sunday, October 19 at 4 p.m.
20 First Avenue, Uxbridge

905-852-6213

Find H.O.P.E. for your garden this weekend

http://www.permaculture-tour.eventbrite.com
http://www.permaculture-tour.eventbrite.com
http://www.permaculture-tour.eventbrite.com
http://www.410auto.ca


Services
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING:
Freelance. Over 25 years experience.
Reasonable rates. Self-employed to corporate
clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-852-
7281   11/20
PROFESSIONAL PAINTER: fast, friendly
service, reasonable prices. Free estimates.
Call Cindy, 705-879-1075   10/30
TIRED OF RAKING LEAVES? Let me look
after all your Fall clean-up needs. Leaf clean-
up, garden edging, tilling and more. Call for
your free estimate. Jason, 416-795-2055
10/30
HANDYMAN: Plumbing repairs and instal-
lations, carpentry, rough and finish, flooring
repairs, tile repairs, rugs, painting (interior &
exterior) electrical repairs, drywall repairs
and ceilings. Call 905-852-1424   10/30
PHOTOGRAPHY AND WEB DESIGN:
Wedding, Event, Portrait.  Web Design for
Mobile, Desktop. Graphic Design and Social
Media. Call Wright Web Photo, 905-852-
9520. www.wrightwebphoto.com   10/30
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Home
Improvements and Renovations, specializing
in Custom Designed Solutions. Decks,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds,
Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy Walls. Top
Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-1750
10/30
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experi-
enced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
10/30
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR:
Frameless Glass Showers & Doors, Mirror
Walls, Doors & Board Doors, Fogged Thermal
Replacement And More. www.johnsonglas-
sandmirror.ca  705-228-8237  416-573-
0996   10/16

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454  10/30
THE HOME INSPECTOR.ca. Local Realtor
Contest. Email a photo of my new auto adver-
tising and win a $50.00 Tim Horton's Gift
Card. 416-567-4282   10/30
TUTORING by retired Science Dept. Head.
Physics, Calculus, Mathematics, all grades. 31
yrs. teaching experience. Call David at 905-
862-2812   9/25

For Sale
FIREWOOD-seasoned, $300 per bush cord,
delivery available. 905-260-4601   10/16
BAND INSTRUMENTS: Retired U.S.S. band
director selling his personal instruments.
Brass, woodwind, etc. Best offer will be
accepted. 705-228-8108   10/23
FIREWOOD LOGS - Manitoba Maple,
approx. 2 bush cords. Will load truck,
$50/load. 905-852-6801   10/16
MOVING: Downsizing - Brand new upright
freezer, eletronic recliner chair, teak tables,
other large household items 905-862-3640
10/16
UPRIGHT PIANO; apartment size, $400.
Roland Keyboard $75. 705-228-8108
10/23
LESAGE UPRIGHT PIANO: apartment
sized, includes metronome,  10 piano books,
and 88 keys! $425 o.b.o. 905-649-1110
10/16

Wanted
SENIOR WOMAN, non-smoker with pets
would like to rent a 1-bedroom apt., rural
area preferable. 416-779-4272   10/30

For Rent
3 BEDROOM APT.-downtown Uxbridge,
completely renovated, upper duplex - new
kitchen (st/fr/micro, granite countertops),
new bthrm, flooring throughout; no smoking,
no pets, $1,300 plus hydro; includes heat,
water, parking. First & last, references

required. 416 527 0693   10/16
LARGE ONE BDRM. APT. in town. New
appliances. Big, bright. Laundry, heat, hydro,
parking incl. Dec. 1st, $900/mo. 905-862-
3267   10/30
LARGE FURNISHED BEDROOM for work-
ing person. Utilites and parking included. No
smoking or pets. $525/mo. 905-852-4454
10/30

Events
COPPIN'S CORNER CHURCH (CIRCA
1870) FALL HARVEST
INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHURCH
SERVICE at Uxbridge Museum Site, Sun.,
Oct. 19, 1 p.m. Rev Karen Croxall. Everyone
Welcome.   10/16
LADIES ONLY TO SCOTLAND: June 14-
25, escorted by Lynn Bernier of Travelonly &
Denure Tours. Info night Nov. 5 at Wooden
Sticks Golf Club. 905-852-3675 for more
information.   10/23
AN EVENING WITH CANADA’S $#1
EAGLES TRIBUITE GROUP, Thurs., Oct.
23. Uxbridge Music Hall, tickets $35 at
Presents or call 905-852-5657   10/16
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION
A practice to bring clarity, calm and compas-
sion into your life. Twice monthly meeting
includes group meditation, some teaching
and time for discussion. Experienced & those
new to meditation are welcome. Meetings run
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month
at Siloam Hall. 7-8:30 p.m. Contact Gail at
705-357-3341 or email ghorner@zing-
net.ca, or just show up at the door.   10/16

Yard Sale
COOL STUFF SALE: The Old School
House: 13400 5th Conc., (North of Zephyr
Rd.) Sat., Oct. 18, 8-3, rain or shine.
Antiques, Vintage, tools, unusual items, pine
table, jam cupboard, art, benches, snowmo-
bile helmets, bird houses. Too many to list. No
Junk, Clothes or Toys. Bring Your Truck!
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“To Abram, God said
“I will make you into
a great nation and I
will bless you.”

Genesis 12:2

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week for 

up to 20 words, $10 plus HST for up to 40 words. 
Get linked online for only $5 more!

Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

NOW IS THE

TIME TO ORDER

FOR THE HOLIDAYS

ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED

A GILLDERCROFT?

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

905-852-5313

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

Garage Doors & Openers

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Classified

NO JOB TOO 
BIG OR SMALL!
CALL MIKE BRIDGEMAN

416-702-6604

FACTORY TILE
OUTLET

Porcelain, Ceramic, Marble,
Backsplashes, Floors & Walls

Kitchen Backsplash
Tile Sale

from $4.99 / sq. ft.
(glass tile)

Installation available
416 822 1201
Free local delivery

• Seniors discount offered daily on all
services 

• Kids 14-under: Get 6 cuts, 7th is free! 
(with discount card)

• We retail
Alterna/Nioxin/Lanza/Moroccan Oil lines

• AirMiles honoured
• Visa/MC/AmEx

905.852.5155
Complete Hair and Esthetic
Services by Professionals

(Janet, Medical Esthetician)

Visit alterna-hair.ca for weekly specials

http://www.wrightwebphoto.com
http://www.alexandercs.com
http://www.johnsonglas-sandmirror.ca
http://www.johnsonglas-sandmirror.ca
http://www.johnsonglas-sandmirror.ca
mailto:ghorner@zing-net.ca
mailto:ghorner@zing-net.ca
mailto:ghorner@zing-net.ca
mailto:thecosmos@powergate.ca
http://www.uxbridgetreeservice.com
http://www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you
http://www.gilldercroft.com
mailto:windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
mailto:uxmemco@interhop.net


The North Durham Otters Swim
Team just began this season's train-
ing schedule a few weeks ago and is
already hosting its first swim meet
this weekend. On Sunday, October
19, the Otters will welcome between
50-100 athletes from all over central
Ontario, including Pickering,
Peterborough and Scarborough.

“This is such an amazing opportu-
nity for our athletes,” says Sandy
Ianuzzo, Team Manager for the
Otters. And she isn't just speaking
about the upcoming meet; she's
talking about the team in general.
The North Durham Otters Swim
Team was developed out of the
Precious Minds Fitness Zone SWIM
program, which began in 2008 with
the goal of being a recreational swim
program for children and youth
with developmental disabilities.
Coaches noticed that some of the
participants in the rec program had
the capacity to take on more in the

water, and these children were the
first Otters. The North Durham
Otters became a registered team of
Special Olympics Ontario in 2012,
and has grown from two athletes to
10. 
The Otters train once a week under

the guidance of Head Coach Beth
McClelland, and four registered vol-
unteers. The athletes work on their
entrance to the water - some dive,
some jump in - and on their strokes.
Events include 25, 50, 100 and 200
metre Freestyle, Breast Stroke, Back
Crawl, Butterfly and Medley.

“Our goals for this season are to
prepare our athletes for the next
level of competition. We're focusing
on qualifies for the provincial
games, which are next year,” says
Ianuzzo.

They're also working on building
the current volunteer team. They
need assistance with coaching and
training, as well as help with special

projects like the upcoming meet,
and fundraising.

“We get a lot of help from the
Uxbridge Swim Club, and we could-
n't be happier. The parents help out,
high school students get involved;,
they're really wonderful,” exclaims
Ianuzzo.

For more information on the
Otters or to volunteer, contact
Sandy Ianuzzo at sianuzzo@pre-
ciousminds.com

by Roger Varley

Defensive lapses and and an inability to
stay out of the penalty box are causing
the Uxbridge Bruins some early prob-
lems in the OHA Junior C Central
Division. This was clearly evident in
Friday night's 7-4 loss to the Georgina
Ice at the Uxbridge arena, a game the
Bruins should have won, and Saturday's
3-1 win in Little Britain.

However, the Bruins appeared to pull
it together Tuesday night in Lakefield,
where they suffered a loss in an extend-
ed shoot-out. After a scoreless first peri-
od, Lakefield Chiefs took a one-goal
lead in the second only to see the Bruins
jump ahead with two power-play goals
by Connor Evans, assisted by Daryl
Thomson and Jordan Nesbit, and
Jarrett Smith, assisted by Korey Brand
and Nesbitt. Dylan Locke scored anoth-
er power-play goal for the Bruins in the
third, assisted by Shane Smith and
Carter Vahey, but Lakefield scored twice
to move the game to overtime.
Eventually going to the shoot-out, 16
players were turned aside by Bruins
goalie Brandon Francey and Chiefs
goalie Kevin Collins before Lakefield
finally scored the winner.
In Friday's game, although all four for-

ward lines were flying Friday, the Bruins
gave up three power-play goals and a
short-handed marker, allowing the Ice
to come back from a two-goal deficit for
the win. The problems began when cap-
tain Vahey, leader of the defensive corps,
was ejected from the game on his first
shift for checking from behind.
Nevertheless, Thomson gave the Bruins
the lead four minutes later when, with
the Bruins serving another penalty, he
handily converted a pass from Locke for
a short-handed goal. But the lead was
short-lived as defenceman Adam
Bartholomew took a roughing penalty
to give the Ice a two-man advantage for
75 seconds, resulting in a Georgina
power-play marker. Jarrett Smith later
reclaimed the lead for the Bruins, assist-
ed by Brand and Marco Mastrangelo.

Early in the second period, Tyson
Eastgate took a double minor for slash-
ing and unsportsmanlike conduct, but
the Ice managed only one weak shot on
the Uxbridge net during the four min-
utes. Near the midway mark, goalie Jake
Joosten made a sensational stop on a
two-man attack and the Bruins carried
the puck back down the ice for a goal by

Mastrangelo, assisted by Jarrett Smith
and Matt Pollard. Georgina's Justin
Wain scored his second of the night
when Joosten gave up a rebound and, as
the period dwindled down, the Ice tied
the score when Joosten was caught
behind his net while playing the puck.
The period also saw Bartholomew once
again put his team at a two-man disad-
vantage with a slashing penalty.

The Bruins regained the lead early in
the third when defenceman Nesbitt
scored his first point as a Bruin, assisted
by Jason Simmonds and Jarrett Smith.
Georgina came back yet again with a
short-handed goal when Bartholomew
missed a check on the boards, allowing
Wain to get past him for his third goal
of the night. Just past the midway point,
Bruins' Alex Siblock ran full tilt into the
Georgina goalie, who had come well out
of his net to play the puck. Siblock was
given five minutes plus a game miscon-
duct for charging the goalie. In less than
two minutes, Georgina scored two
power-play goals. With the five-minute
penalty still in force, Nesbitt took a trip-
ping penalty to give the Ice another
two-man advantage, this time for two
full minutes, but the Bruins managed to
escape without further damage. In the
final minute, with Joosten pulled for the
extra attacker, Bartholomew made a
long pass across ice, where it was picked
up by Georgina for an empty-net goal.

The following night, the Bruins were
much better in Little Britain, coming
out with a 3-1 victory over the
Merchants. But they were still prone to
penalties.

In the first period,
marked by a number
of heavy hits on both
sides, the Bruins took
a two-goal lead on
markers by Evans,
assisted by Eastgate
and Nesbitt, and
Robert Freckelton,
assisted by Simmonds
and Nesbitt.
However, Uxbridge's
Aiden Reilly took
three penalties in the
space of seven min-
utes.
In the second period,

a power-play goal by
Nesbitt, assisted by
Thomson and
Bartholomew, gave

the Bruins a three-goal lead. However,
the Uxbridge squad ran into trouble
again with Pollard being assessed a five-
minute penalty for high sticking and
Bartholomew putting the team down
two men again. Then, as the period ran
out, Eastgate was penalized for checking
from behind, leading to a punch-up
involving four or five one-on-one battles
with a total of six players ejected from
the game.

In the third, with Bruins serving
another penalty, Little Britain managed
their lone goal of the night, the last
score of the night. Yet, the Bruins con-
tinued to put themselves in trouble
when Reilly took a double minor and
Bartholomew put the team down two
men for the fourth time on the week-
end, giving the Merchants a two-man
advantage for a full two minutes. And
finally, with an opportunity for Brand
to score an empty-netter in the dying
seconds, Nesbitt took a penalty behind
the play to nullify the attempt.

Asked if he had had a talk with the
team following Friday's game, coach
Geoff Hodgkinson said: "Yes. Things
have got to change. For some reason
we're not performing at home."  He said
the team has to get out of its "comfort
zone" at home. On the defence specifi-
cally, the coach offered that "they're
young. They're inexperienced and it's
going to take some time to get them up
to speed."
On the bright side, Hodgkinson said he
was pleased with the play of Nesbitt,
who scored two goals and two assists on

the weekend (and
added two more
assists Tuesday.

"He's starting to
come into his own,"
he said.)

The Bruins host
the Clarington
Eagles tomorrow at
7:45 p.m. and then
travel down Reach
Street on Sunday to
meet the Port Perry
MoJacks at 2:25
p.m. Following that
will be a home
game on Tuesday at
7:45 p.m. against
the Ice.
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THE UXBRIDGE BRUINS 
PPLAY THIS WEEKEND!

October 17 7:45 p.m.
UXBRIDGE ARENA against Clarington

October 19 2:25 p.m.
Against Port Perry at the Scugog Arena

For details go to
www.uxbridgebruins.ca

USED GUITARS & 
CONSIGNMENT
INSTRUMENTS

STUDENTS: 
Guitar, Bass, Drums - any
age, any level of ability

The 
Guitar Workshop
905-852-4259
Uxbridge, behind RemaxDefence, penalties, causing Bruins problems

The Otters at practice - front row, l to r: Jeslyn McNalley, Tori Snell, Nicole Ellis,
Maddie Sweet. Back Row: Team Manager Sandy Ianuzzo, Loralei Adams, Victoria
McDonald, Hannah Foster, Head Coach Beth McClelland, Jack Martin, and Coach Lucy
Knight.  Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

NORTH DURHAM OTTERS SLIP BACK INTO ACTION

mailto:sianuzzo@pre-ciousminds.com
mailto:sianuzzo@pre-ciousminds.com
mailto:sianuzzo@pre-ciousminds.com
http://www.uxbridgebruins.ca


by Margaret Sebon

OnStage Uxbridge has kicked off its
2014-15 season in style, with a fam-
ily-friendly musical that leaves you
with tunes to hum and a burning
desire to visit Prince Edward Island.
Emily of New Moon is the first in a
trilogy of books based on the title

character, written by Lucy Maud
Montgomery while she lived in
Leaskdale. The trilogy was com-
pressed into a musical in 1999, with
music written by Marek Norman
and the lyrics and book written by
Toronto Star theatre critic Richard
Ouzounian. This fairly modern
musical has been expertly brought

to the
Uxbr idge
Music Hall
stage by
d i r e c t o r
C o n r a d
Boyce.

Boyce
and his
crew cer-
t a i n l y
knew what
they were
looking for
when they
cast this

show - there is not a weak voice on
that stage. Every single solo,
whether a principal's song or an
ensemble member's one-liner, is
strong, clear, on key, and in some
instances, even exceptional.  

Leslie Higgins plays the title role,
and brings a clear, bell-like voice to
the part. This bell-like quality disap-
pears when she sings “This Island”
in the second act, when she uses a
belting voice that crosses its break
quite nicely. (Miss Higgins would
do well to remember that there are
audience members sitting on the
floor, as she constantly looks up into
the balcony, which gives every song
she sings a wistful quality that does-
n't necessarily fit the piece she is
singing.)
Emily's romantic counterpart,
Teddy Kent, is played by Whitby
native Wade Minacs. His first
appearance on stage makes little
impression, but his first duet with

E m i l y ,

“Disappointed
House”, quickly
puts all thoughts
of mediocrity out
of the mind. His
voice is astound-
ing, and the audi-
ence looks for-
ward to hearing
him sing more
throughout the
show. 
S a m a n t h a
Smilovic plays
Emily's best
friend, Ilse
Burnley, and
brings a fun,
youthful bounce to the stage, both
with her acting and her singing.
Elissa Tripp, portraying Emily's
cousin Laura, has a lovely voice that
only needs to be a bit bigger. She
sings “The Ace of Hearts”, a song
that relays a lot of information, but
some of the lyrics were occasionally
hard to discern - likely from a com-
bination of softness on her part, and
the presence of the musicians right
on the stage (more on that later).
Marlo Alcock, playing the overbear-
ing Aunt Elizabeth, has been in sev-
eral OnStage productions, and has
shown her pipes off several times.
Sadly, she gets minimal opportunity
in this show, but what she does do,
she does well.

Ron Snider has a mostly non-
singing role as the rather dim cousin
Jimmy, which he does perfectly. His
performance is genuine and con-
vincing.

The set itself, which incorporates
live trees, never changes. Pieces and
furniture are brought on stage when
necessary, and are supported by
wonderful backdrops that are pro-
jected onto the back wall of the
stage, created by Ann Goldring.
Unfortunately, these backdrops are
almost hidden from view, as the
trees and the band obscure much of
the view. The band's presence on
the stage, while understandable,
does mean it's sometimes too loud.
It sounds amazing with the ensem-

ble numbers, but the soloists are
occasionally drowned out by the
musicians. 

Lighting also seems to be an issue
with this production. The actors are
often not standing in their spots,
and dim lighting puts many faces in
shadow. It's almost a relief when the
ensemble comes onstage and the
lights come up, letting the audience
actually see who's there.
For production values, this version

of Emily easily holds its own.
Unfortunately, the story itself leaves
much to be desired. Uxbridge is no
doubt very familiar with the story of
red-haired Anne. Emily is not much
different. Change the heroine's hair
colour, call her Emily, and you're
set. Add the same spinster
aunt/mother figure
(Marilla/Elizabeth) the same loving
family member counterpart
(Matthew/Jimmy) a bosom friend
(Diana/Ilse), a love interest
(Gilbert/Teddy), some hard
Christian ideals, all set in a small
town on PEI and you could be read-
ing either story. It's said that L.M.
Montgomery wrote with the same
themes as a fantasy about the choic-
es she wishes she had made in her
life.

The only thing that sets Emily
apart is a supernatural element that
really deserves to be highlighted in
order to make the story stand on its
own. Once you realize during the
opening number that it's Anne all
over again, you can figure out the
ending right away and be done with
it all. Spoiler alert - you wouldn't be
wrong.
The music, while lovely to listen to,
is very similar from one song to
another, they almost all seem to be
about dreams coming true and fac-
ing the future. A little too much
“rainbow joy”. The final number, a
reprise of “This Island”, could cer-
tainly be used as the soundtrack for
a commercial for PEI, if it hasn't
already. 

If you like the Anne books, you
will enjoy Emily, but don't expect
any differences or surprises. Do
expect some exceptional perform-
ances from some great Uxbridge tal-
ent, and some family entertainment
that can't help but leave you with
“rainbow joy”.

See ad on page 8 for details about
this weekend’s performances.
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Emily of New Moon: a review

Leslie Higgins as Emily, and Wade Minacs as Teddy.                Photo by Steve Wright

The Woman Who Spanked the King (played by Jay da Costa), gives sage advice
to Emily, played by Leslie Higgins. Also shown are Kevin Fleetwood, Hannah
Carlson, Carrie Fleetwood, Julian Norris, and Brenda Harwood Moore.

Photo by Steve Wright



A family affair

It was 40 years ago this month, in
a converted fire hall in the small
city of Grande Prairie, Alberta,
that my very first effort as a com-
munity theatre director debuted,
to my great relief, with reasonably
satisfactory results. 
After graduation from journalism

school at Edmonton's Grant
MacEwan Community College, I
had moved north to the Peace
River country to take my first
reporting job at the Grande Prairie
Herald-Tribune. To my knowl-
edge, I only knew one resident in
the entire city, a young entrepre-
neur named Dave. To my great
happiness, Dave also happened to
be the president of the local com-
munity theatre group, Grande
Prairie Little Theatre (GPLT).
I'd been in town less than a week

when Dave, familiar with my act-
ing work at the University of
Alberta, took me to lunch and
asked if I'd ever considered direct-
ing a show. I confessed I had. He
said GPLT was looking for new
directors, and in fact needed one
for its first show of the season. I
gulped. A new home, a new job,
and my first directing gig, all in
the space of a few weeks?

Was the show already selected, I
asked? Well, he replied, they had a
few ideas, but would be happy to
hear mine. Seldom accused of
being shy, I told Dave I would
happily direct their first show, as
long as I got to choose the play.

He agreed, and within a couple of
days, we decided to stage a charm-
ing small musical called The
Fantasticks, which had a hit song,
“Try to Remember”, and had been
running in New York off-
Broadway forever. I'd played one
of the fathers at the U. of A., so I
knew the show well. Dave found
me a superb musical director and
choreographer, and in the inti-
mate confines of the 100-seat
Phoenix Theatre - and with Dave
and I both in the cast (me playing
the villain this time) - the show
was both an artistic and box office
success.A very encouraging begin-
ning to my long community the-
atre career.

As my first show, It holds a big
place in my heart, and I've kept
track of the cast. Some are still in
GP, but one, my Matt, the roman-
tic lead, has gone on to a long and
prosperous professional career,
and now teaches acting in
Hollywood. That's been one of
the exciting things about commu-
nity theatre, helping to inspire
many young men and women
(and even a few older ones) to give
a career in show business a try. 
Now, more than 200 productions

later, my latest musical, Emily, has
opened to an encouraging
response at the Music Hall. There
are several young people in the
play who have great promise as
actors and singers (as well as one
excellent Highland dancer!), so
perhaps that tradition - of sending
gifted amateurs on to professional
success - will continue. But anoth-
er cherished tradition in commu-
nity theatre - the
involvement of
families - runs
strong and deep
in this show.

I'm not talking
here of just fic-
tional families,
although that's
always been an
important part
of Uxbridge
Musical Theatre
shows. My wife
still fondly keeps
track of her
“kids” from The
Music Man many
years ago, and
they still call her
“Mom”. In Emily
everyone is part
of an onstage
family, and those
families are pic-
tured in the
lobby. But
included in those

families are some real family
groups as well.

There are many organized recre-
ational activities which give par-
ents the opportunity to take part
with their kids - as coach and play-
er, for example, in hockey or soc-
cer. But few of those activities pro-
vide the chance for parent and
child to participate on an equal
footing. Community theatre, par-
ticularly the musical variety, often
does that.

Laurie and Karen Jess, longtime
leaders of OnStage Uxbridge, have
shared the stage with all three of
their children (and, of course,
each other) over the years. Cheryl
Atwood, who commutes to our
rehearsals and shows from her
rural home north of Newmarket,
has watched her two daughters
grow up while acting in shows
with them.

There are several examples in
Emily. Many parents have gotten
involved in the production to sup-
port their onstage children, and
two moms have the joy of singing
and dancing with their offspring.
The most dramatic example of
parent-child sharing in the musi-
cal theatre experience comes not
among the cast, however, but
within Emily's orchestra.
Three years ago, when I first pro-

duced Emily for the 100th
anniversary of Lucy Maud
Montgomery's arrival in
Leaskdale, it was staged at the his-
toric church in the village, and we
only had room for a single piano
as accompaniment. At the Music
Hall, however, there was an

opportunity for the expanded pit
that the composer envisaged for
the show. So in this production,
we have seven musicians, and five
of them come from the same
amazingly talented family.

Uxbridge has often had the
chance to see the Damuses - father
Michael along with three daugh-
ters and a son - in concert with the
Luke family of Sandford, playing
their rousing fiddles and rhythmic
accompaniment. But as Michael
pointed out to me recently, with
daughter Charlotte heading off to
university next year, this might be
the family's last chance to play as a
group in an orchestra. I was glad
to provide that opportunity.

So set behind Emily's real apple
orchard you will see Michael on
the Yamaha grand piano,
Charlotte and Caroline on violin,
Elena on cello, and Karl on per-
cussion. Together with flautist
Cyndie Jacobs, xylophonist Judy
Anderson and
c o n d u c t o r
Steffan Brunette,
they provide the
realization of the
play's beautiful
score. 

And a reminder
that family has
always been at
the core of
O n S t a g e
Uxbridge's suc-
cess as a commu-
nity theatre
organization. 

V I E W P O I N T S

How well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first per-
son each week to call into our office number,

905-852-1900, and correctly identify the location of
our photo, will receive a prize - this week, it’s two tick-
ets to Emily, on this weekend at the Music Hall! Last
week winner was Allison Hyatt. Congratulations! (This
one is a past pic that wasn’t guessed.)
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Wandering the cosmos
with Conrad Boyce
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