
Puff Balls, Elgin Park. by Renee Leahy

Volume 9  No. 42 YOUR UNIVERSE Thursday, October 24th 2013

AWESOME OTTERS - The North Durham Otters hold up the Special Olympics Athlete’s Oath at their first invitational swim meet at Uxpool this past weekend. From left to right are: Madeline Rutty, team man-
ager Sandy Ianuzzo, Hannah Foster, Loralei Adams, Mikayla Lackie, Jack Martin, Victoria Snell, Madeline Sweet, Jeslyn McNally, and Coach Beth McClelland. For more on the meet, see page 6. Photo by John Cavers.
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By Roger Varley

Details of a proposed $15-
million brewery complex for
urban Uxbridge were unveiled
at a public meeting in council
chambers Monday night.

Robert Lee, a local resident,
said the brewery, cidery and
distillery would be located on
land at the south end of
Cemetery Road. The complex
would also include a 200-seat
restaurant and retail outlet, as
well as a five-acre apple

orchard and crops of barley
and hops.

Mr. Lee said some of the
buildings on the property
would be town down, while
others would remain in use,
including a barn built in
1876.

The Barn Door Beverage
Company would brew a vari-
ety of beers, cider, spirits and
non-alcoholic root beers and
sodas, using what he called
"state of the art" distillery
equipment. A 200-seat restau-

rant would be called the Barn
Door Bistro and a retail store
would sell branded merchan-
dise. Mr. Lee said the brewery
would also offer tours as part
of the region's agri-tourism
sector.

Mr. Lee said they company
would move its current opera-
tion from Nobleton to
Uxbridge, along with most of
its 22 employees, 11 of whom
are from Uxbridge.

"This will be my last busi-
ness and I want it to be in

Uxbridge," he said.
Asked what spirits would be

produced, Mr. Lee said the
distillery would make white
rye, apple vodka liqueurs and
gin and a single malt scotch,
although, he added, that will
take years.

One resident present said he
was concerned about the
effect the enterprise might
have on nearby wells. Mr. Lee
said the company will pro-
duce about four million litres
of beer a year. Township plan-

ning consultant Elizabeth
Howson noted that there
would be a requirement for
protection of neighbouring
wells.
Ms. Howson also noted that,

if the project, goes though,
there would have to be
improvements made at the
southern intersection of
Cemetery Road and Toronto
Street south.

$15-million brewery complex proposed
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for October/November

Monday, Oct. 28th
COMMITTEE 7:00 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 4th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Nov. 11th
COUNCIL 8:30 a.m.

Monday, Nov. 18th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Nov. 25th
BUDGET OPEN HOUSE 6:00 p.m.
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

PEARLS & LACE 
CRAFT SHOW

November 2 
10 a.m. - 3p.m.

Goodwood Community Centre

For information on the above event,
contact Bev Northeast at 905-640-
3966, bnortheast@powergate.ca

2012 MUNICIPAL
PERFORMANCE

MEASUREMENT PROGRAM
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Ontario Government has mandat-

ed a Municipal Performance

Measurement Program (MPMP) which

requires municipalities to submit finan-

cial and related performance data to

the Province and the Public on a range

of services. The Township of

Uxbridge's MPMP for 20121 are avail-

able on the Township's website at

www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.

 

The Thomas Foster
Committee's

Great Pumpkin
Carving Contest

Friday, October 25, at the Foster
All ages welcome

Register to enter the contest
Win a family prize!!

More info at bnortheast@power-
gate.ca, or 

call 905-640-3966

Volunteers Needed

The Museum is looking for 
volunteers to help with their

'Fright at the Museum'
Halloween Scavenger Hunt

and Mystery event happening
on the evening of Oct. 25th.
Do you like dressing up in 

costume? Decorating 
“haunted” houses and

spooky tableaus? 
If you answered 'yes' to these

questions, and this event
sounds like a fun evening to
you, please let us know that

you would like to help.
This would also be suitable for
mature and interested teens

needing community 
service hours! 

Contact the Museum:
905-852-5854, or

museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca

BIA ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday, November 19, 
6:30 p.m. 

Township Office
Council Chambers

Winter By-law
Reminder

Please ensure that no vehi-
cles are parked on any
Township roads from
November 1 to April 1
between 2 a.m. -7 a.m.
Winter enforcement will be
in effect. If there is an area
of concern regarding snow,
slush and ice on sidewalks,
please notify the By-law
Department with the
address and action will be
taken for any safety con-
cerns.

Please be advised, it is an
offence to stop any vehicle
on a road that interferes
with the movement of traffic
or the clearing of snow.
Please make sure you park
off any road to permit snow
removal equipment and vehi-
cles to clean the streets dur-
ing the winter season.
If you have any questions
feel free to contact the By-
Law Department for more
information.

Andre Gratton
Manager of Municipal Law
Enforcement 
(905) 852-9181 Ext:223

SUPPLY AND INSTALL
UXBRIDGE ENTRANCE SIGN

Tender NO. U13-34

Tenders may be picked up at the
Municipal Office in Uxbridge for the

supply and installation of an
Uxbridge Entrance Sign. 

Specifications include wood 
structure, digital or screened print-
ing on aluminium, granite flagstone
veneer and poured concrete base. 

Tenders will be received until
Tuesday, October 29, at 2 p.m. 

Debbie Leroux,
Clerk

Lowest or any tender 
not necessarily accepted.

What’s on at the
Museum?

'Fright at the Museum!' Halloween
Scavenger Hunt and Mystery

Friday, October 25th, 7:30pm

With your team of family and friends,
follow frightening clues and riddles
around the Museum grounds and
buildings to unravel this Halloween
mystery under the shroud of darkness.
Family appropriate, some scary con-
tent. Fun for all ages. Bring a flashlight
and dress for the weather, this event
will proceed in the case of rain!  Warm
drinks and snacks around a campfire
after the scavenger hunt. Only $2/par-
ticipant, all proceeds benefit the
Museum. No ticket purchase neces-
sary. 

The Museum is located at 7239
Concession 6, Uxbridge. 

Call (905)852-5854 or email
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca for

details.

The York-Durham
Heritage Railway 

is happy to announce that there will
be a guest speaker attending this

month's monthly meeting!

Mr. James Bugg will be speaking
about the hobby of Live Steam

Locomotive Construction.
The meeting will take place on

Tuesday, October 29th, at 7:30 p.m.
The general public is 

welcome to attend, admission is free,
and donations to the York-Durham

Heritage Railway are gratefully 
accepted.  

Should you require further information,
please contact the York-Durham

Heritage Railway at 905-852-3696.
SUPPLY OF A 2013 MODEL

YEAR CAR FOR BIA HOLIDAY
CAR DRAW!

Tender NO. U13-35

Tenders may be picked up at the
Municipal Office in Uxbridge for the
supply of a 2013 model year car for
the Township of Uxbridge Business

Improvement Area (BIA) 2013
Driving Local Business Car Draw. 

Tenders will be received until
Thursday, November 7, at 2 p.m. 

Debbie Leroux,
Clerk

Lowest or any tender 
not necessarily accepted.
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UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

Program Director,
Pamela Noble, 905-852-
9747, ext. 24 

(check out our newsletter
for more info. regarding pro-

grams available at the
library, or online at:

www.uxlib.com)

WIGGLES & GIGGLES:
Stories, songs and crafts for
ages 2 1/2 and up, with an
adult.  Choose Mondays OR
Tuesdays, Oct. 28/29-Nov.
25/26, 10:30-10:45 a.m. This is
a DROP-IN class and does
NOT require pre-registration. 

READ WITH ME. Introduce
your baby to the world of
books, learn the process of lan-
guage development, and meet
other parents. Ages 2- 4 mos.,
Weds., Nov. 6-17.  No charge,
but MUST sign up in advance.

ZEPHYR LIBRARY: Free pre-
school programs for ages 3-5,
to include stories, crafts, songs
& snacks.. Nov. 7, from 4:15-
4:45 p.m. Pre-register NOW,
with parents and older siblings
welcome too!

CANADIAN LIBRARY WEEK:
Visit your local library-bring the 
whole family and 'check out' a
variety of items.  Also be sure
to enter our free draw for a
chance to win gift baskets! 

HUMAN LIBRARY coming
Oct. 26 & 27.  Pick out a
Human Book 
and discover you CAN “Judge
a book by it's cover!”  Speak
one-on-one with people shar-
ing interesting/inspirational sto-
ries about their life, experi-
ences, jobs, beliefs, and back-
grounds.  Fantastic line-up of
guests       from EVERY walk of
life!  Visit the library to choose
your 'book'. Reserve your
Human Book at www.uxlib.com
or at the library now. 

PHOTO SCAVENGER HUNT:
The list theme is a SURPRISE
for the families or groups taking
pictures during the one hour
search. Pick up your team's list
in the Children's Department

on Sat., Nov. 2, by 2:00 p.m.
This is a 'Take Time' event,
including prizes and snacks.
Each team must have a digital
or camera capable phone.
Questions: ask for Leslie at the
library.   

TOWNSHIP OF 

UXBRIDGE

ROAD CLOSURE
NOTICE

Please be advised that
the following road will be

closed cj10starting
Thursday, September 26,
for approximately seven

(7) weeks

Concession 3 
between 

Sandford Road
(Reg. Rd. 11) 

and Ashworth Road
The road is closed to
replace the bridge.

Residents will have access to
their property from Sandford

Rd.

Ben Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S
Director of Public Works &

Operations

Roads and
Operations

Department -
Arena

The Township of
Uxbridge is seeking

mature part-time 
students to fill 

positions at the Arena. 
Students interested in

applying can drop off an
application or mail it to
the Municipal Offices,

Uxbridge.
Please direct resumes to

the attention of Ben
Kester, Roads and

Operations Director no
later than October 25th,

2013.

The rate of pay will be
determined by experi-
ence, and applicants

must be willing to work
weekends. 

Meanwhile, Back
at the Manse  
by Barb Pratt

The Leaskdale Manse is now ours! So
is its maintenance: the heating bills,
the insurance costs, the lawn cutting,
the fixing and painting and cleaning.
Daunting for sure, but this is what the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society
asked for, and we are confident we can
undertake it. Thanks to the Township
Council for voicing their support and
their appreciation of our work.
Owning the Manse will mean a lot to

the LMMSO. With the responsibility
of ownership comes the freedom to
make our own decisions. It will mean
we can take opportunities to use the
Manse as a public space, and set fees
and charges without necessarily con-
forming to Township regulations. We
can react to maintenance problems
without having to consult the
Township, and can hire our own help
as needed. 

We celebrated last weekend by run-
ning one of the most stimulating and
successful Lucy Maud Montgomery
Days ever. The speakers were out-
standing. Kate Macdonald Butler,
granddaughter of L.M. Montgomery;
Dr. Edith Smith, retired professor of
literature and creative writing at
McMaster University; journalists
Stevie Cameron and Arlene Perly Rae
-  all gave talks linking the theme of
Montgomery's lasting influence on
writers and readers.
The evening Cat's Meow Gala was so

much fun. The food, the music, the
lighthearted talk by Wynn Walters on
representational sculpture, were
enjoyed by a large audience. The cats
were amazing in their variety and
originality, thanks to the artists who
took on the project. And thanks to
those Uxbridge store owners who gave
window space to the cats so more peo-
ple could enjoy them. There was some
hot bidding going on during the
evening. No cat fights, though. 
We are sad that Kathy Wasylenky is
stepping down as Chair of the
LMMSO. Kathy has been the force
behind our accomplishments over the
past years. She will remain an active
member of the Society, and continue
to contribute her skills in grant writ-
ing, her inspiration for events and
projects, and her good common sense.
Melanie Whitfield takes over as Chair,
and with her as leader we know our
work will continue and our Society
will thrive.

by Roger Varley

The battlefield for 12-year-old
Hayden Prince's war against the
zombies, scheduled for this
Saturday, has been moved.

Hayden's battle between "zom-
bies" and "survivors" - to raise
money and food items for the
Loaves and Fishes food bank - was
to have been waged in Elgin Park
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., but will
now be held instead at Uxbridge
Shooting Sports at 5700
Concession 4.

Hayden's father, Roger Prince,
said the township's requirement
that Hayden have $5 million
insurance for the event proved to
be an impossible barrier. He said
one insurance broker quoted a
price of $5,000 for the insurance,
five times more than the lad hopes
to raise for the food bank.

In stepped Uxbridge Shooting
Sports, who offered the use of their
property and facilities at no
charge. The club will also cover the
cost of insurance, provide volun-
teers to help run the event and

oversee safety, help certify the pel-
let guns that participants will use
in the "war" and raise donations
from their members.

Hayden Prince, a student at
Joseph Gould Public School, made
a deputation to council a couple of
weeks ago asking permission to
run an Air Soft Tournament in the
park, the aim being to attract 100
participants and raise $1,000 and
1000 food items for the food bank.
The tournament, to be called
“Shooting 4 Food,” will see partic-
ipants using plastic guns that fire
small, bio-degradable plastic pel-
lets. Hayden said the pellets do not
hurt as much as being hit by a
paint ball, but participants will be
required to wear safety goggles or
paint-ball masks.

Participants will pay $10 for
admission and must purchase the
"ammunition" with food items.
People without guns can be
involved by being "dedicated"
zombies.

Uxbridge Shooting Sports lies
about midway between
Goodwood and Siloam.

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward 
to continuing to serve our current and future clients. 

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Zombie battle moves out of town
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri.  9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will
not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling rea-
son. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse
to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any adver-
tisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any
other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copyright-
ed, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

In the right hands 
The Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of Ontario, arguably the most effective fund-raising  organ-
ization in the township (the Bonner Boys might give them a run for their money), held yet
another innovative event Saturday night: the Cat's Meow Gala, during which they auctioned off
more than 60 decorated cat sculptures contributed by various professional and amateur artists
from within the township and beyond (including our own Roger Varley, whose piece was not,
alas, the largest moneymaker).

The Gala raised more than $3,000 toward the group's latest major project, a lifesize bronze
of Maud (a great fan of felines), created by local sculptor Wynn Walters, which will sit on a bench
in a garden to the south of the old church. The auction was in itself not a huge fundraiser, but it
gave the LMMSO another opportunity to promote the sculpture project, and demonstrated yet
again the group's creativity and resourcefulness when it comes to gathering money.

The Gala was also a chance to share the most exciting news the Society has had to announce
since it burned the mortgage on the church two years ago. With Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor and
Tourism and Culture Chair Pat Mikuse listening in the audience, Society chair Kathy Wasylenky
told the assembled cat and Maud fanciers that the Leaskdale Manse was now theirs! As recount-
ed in Mr. Varley's story on page 6, the Township and the LMMSO had finally come to an agree-
ment to transfer the title to the National and Provincial Historic Site. 

Such a move has long been advocated in these pages, since it brings the church and manse
together under one owner, the right owner. But the price was even lower than the $1 we sug-
gested - free! In addition, the Township made a donation of $50,000 to help the LMMSO through
the transition, and has agreed to forgive its portion of the municipal taxes on the property for
the next several years (the Society will have to negotiate with Durham Region regarding its por-
tion). As recounted in the Varley story, it won't take  long for the municipality to recoup its dona-
tion, since it has traditionally allocated about $30K per year to maintain the property (and col-
lected nothing in taxes as its owner). 

O'Connor and Mikuse both stood up Saturday night to say publicly that the Manse could not
be going into better hands, that the LMMSO knew better than the Township how to care for
Maud's home. We agree. The transfer is long overdue, but a very generous gesture on the
Township's behalf. We can well imagine that the $50,000 donation was not unanimously backed
in early discussions.

The timing of the transfer is significant for one major reason; it is an appropriate finale to the
tenure of long-time LMMSO chair Wasylenky. As announced in Barb Pratt's column on page 3,
Ms. Wasylenky is stepping down after leading her Maud Squad through years of amazing
growth: the acquisition and paying down of the church; the restoration of the Manse; the stag-
ing of an international conference during the centennial of Maud's arrival in Leaskdale; the
Society's venture into the world of professional theatre with Jennifer Carroll's Maud of
Leaskdale, as part of the Manse's ever-expanding profile with local, national and international
visitors. And now this, the ownership of the place which, more than any other, witnessed the per-
sonal and artistic growth of Ms. Wasylenky's beloved Lucy Maud Montgomery. 

She has been a wonderful leader for the LMMSO. And she will remain, as Ms. Pratt says, to
continue to offer her inspiration and common sense. The spotlight now switches to one of her
long-time supporting actors, Melanie Whitfield. To Ms. Whitfield and all of the Squad, we offer
our most heartfelt congratulations and applause, and pledge the strongest support we can for
this next step in the journey.

by Nancy Melcher

They came from all walks of life.
Young families joined seasoned vet-
erans in their opposition to the
Pickering Airport. They listened
respectfully to the guest speakers
from Food and Water First, and the
North Dufferin Agricultural and
Community Taskforce (NDACT),
and came away excited, energized,
and educated.

Over 200 people filled the
Claremont Community Centre on
Tuesday night to hear presentations
from Donna Tranquada (CBC radio
host) and Cark Cosack, cattle
rancher and chair of NDACT. They
spearheaded a successful grassroots
movement opposed to the develop-
ment of a mega-quarry north of
Orangeville, and they brought their
message to the Land Over Landings
(LOL) meeting. 

Tranquada spoke about how ordi-
nary people worked together to
fight against what would have been
the largest quarry in Canada, deep-
er than the height of Niagara Falls.
The land in the proposed develop-
ment is Class 1 agricultural farm-
land, and interestingly it grows
most of the potatoes that are eaten

in Toronto. 
Carl Cosack lives near the pro-

posed quarry site. His passionate
presentations rallied public support
against the development. By
focussing on the food produced
there, he brought home the need to
protect this prime farmland for
future generations. Their message is
“Save the land that feeds us”. 

The goal of Food and Water First
is to protect prime foodland and
water sources in Ontario. They
joined forces with NDACT, the
David Suzuki Foundation and
dozens of other organizations
including local-food groups to make
the public aware of the mega-quarry
plans through two public events:
Foodstock which saw over 100 of
Toronto's top chefs prepare a pay-
what-you-can meal attended by
over 28,000 people; and Soupstock,
which attracted over 40,000 to sam-
ple soups created with local ingredi-
ents by over 200 top chefs from
Canada and the USA. 
Tranquada and Cosack encouraged

Land Over Landings to continue
their opposition to the Pickering
Airport. Protecting all Class 1 agri-
cultural land in perpetuity is a goal
of Food and Water First. With
13,500 acres of this prime farmland

in the Airport lands, the fight to
protect this land is LOL's primary
concern, giving rise to their motto
“Because Food Is A GROWING
Concern”. 

Mary Delaney, Chair of LOL,
reminded the audience that it was
41 years ago that the first fight over
the Pickering Airport was success-
fully fought. She also reviewed
recent media coverage of the issue.
Kevin O'Leary, of CBC's “Dragon's
Den” said, “It's got smackings of
Mirabel all over it - a complete
waste of money”. Maclean's,
Canada's News Magazine, described
Land Over Landings as “tenacious
protestors with a proven track
record”. Elizabeth May, the leader
of the Green Party, said, “There is
absolutely no business case for
building a new airport in
Pickering.”

In addition, articles were featured
in The Star, The Globe and Mail,
CBC, The Toronto Sun, Hamilton
Spectator, The National Post, yorkre-
gion.com, durhamregion.com and
right here at The Uxbridge Cosmos.
More information can be found at
these websites: www.landoverland-
ings.com , www.ndact.com ,
http://foodandwaterfirst.com .

A year in the life of Uxbridge
We’ve received some great pictures, Uxbridge (and surrounding township!). The last
day to submit for this month is this Friday, October 25. We’ll put the pictures on the
website this weekend, and you can take a look and vote for your favourite. We’ll

announce the top pick in the November 7 edition of The Uxbridge Cosmos. In the mean-
time, snow may have fallen, so some great pictures of that first snowfall in Uxbridge

might be just the thing!
Remember, we’re looking for pictures of life around the Township of Uxbridge. The pic-

tures will get posted on our website, where they can be voted on. The “winner” will
earn $25, and will have his or her picture featured in the following month’s paper, as
well as be the feature photograph for that month in a calendar, which we will publish

for 2015. In the case of a tie, we simply make a “montage” of the featured works.
This “contest” will be running for the full year, and the calendar is sure to reflect life in

and around Uxbridge - every season, every sport, every fun event - 
we want it all captured!

Get your fall photos in before the snow falls!

Protecting prime farmland a growing concern



Writer’s block
A blank page. A clean slate. It is more daunting than one would suppose. I like

the idea of having a topic upon which I am supposed to write. That tunnel through which I am to traverse;
perhaps creatively but nonetheless a clear idea of where the piece is to go. For a while now I have been
offered the opportunity take up this space on occasion, to write on a topic of my own choosing, a topic for
which I have strong feelings or an anecdote rife with humour or pathos. But it is a big door, wide open and
somewhat unnerving for a private person such as I am.

On what topic should I focus my energies? My parents taught me to steer clear of two topics in conversation
- religion and politics. Good advice. I saw the ill effects of the latter when a relative of mine insisted on enter-
ing into a discussion about politics with my father. The discussion turned to argument when, after being goad-
ed repeatedly, my father would enter into the fray, and release a flurry of facts, points and statistics that put
asunder the, not necessarily wrong but wholly unsubstantiated, claims made by his opponent. My father is an
excellent debater and I knew at a young age if you were going to enter into any discussion with him it was
imperative to have your facts straight, your arguments clear and your defence strategy plotted through sev-
eral layers of retorts that were bound to come your way - even if you were simply asking to take the car to
a party across town. It came as no surprise that my brother finally settled on a career as a litigator - his
predilection for typical teenage activities made him an expert at the art of turning a phrase. 

Given this advice it was a trifling difficult during past elections when I was given the task of covering the
candidates for office. Whether it was municipal, provincial or federal, the effort it took to cover the contenders
fairly was monumental. The goal was to provide an unbiased assessment of the various candidates and to do
so all the while masking my party preference. In news stories I believe that constituents deserve to hear what
the candidates have to say and not have it twisted left or right depending on the writer's own bent. Columnists
opine away. In this space, as a columnist, I guess I could get political but I won't. It is not anybody's business
which side of the party fence I sit at any given moment. 
My children could provide fodder for myriad columns but do I really want to be seen as outing them for their

foibles or the events of their daily life. I suppose I could have made great use of these 800 words the night
they got to play with Natalie MacMaster and Donnell Leahy last month but what could I have said that would
have conveyed more than the photo of the three of them on stage living their dream - a photo that graced
the front page of that week's paper. 

What does that leave me? A major renovation that has thus far has been going along swimmingly at least
after the first week's surprise of a supporting wall where none was previously suspected.  It has been inter-
esting living in the basement and finding new ways to feed the family. As our first meal commenced in our
new below-grade digs, I commented on how it was like living in a basement apartment. “People live in base-
ments?” questioned my son. Ah, the sheltered life he has led. (Apparently my children's foibles will be fod-
der.) But other than that revelation there has been nothing shocking or life altering. It is amazing how quick-
ly we adapt our routines to our new normal. That being said, our space is about to become more cramped as
we will soon give up the living room to the next phase of construction. What of those constraints? Only time
will tell. 

What I am is a huge proponent of all things Uxbridge. I work in town and believe in our need as a commu-
nity to support our local businesses. There is a financial cycle of every dollar spent locally that benefits this
community many times over. There are residual benefits to getting to know your shopkeepers and business
owners - just as there are benefits to getting involved in your community. If this is to be my occasional soap-
box I suspect I will use it to invite you to get involved. Buy a ticket, show up for an event, take a class, see a
show. Listen, watch, learn and enjoy.  Uxbridge has much to offer - of this I can talk most freely. 
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Pre-Remembrance forgetfulness
The conversation began much the way many of my chats with men of a certain age do.
I got his birth date. The man told me he was born in January, 1923. He quickly point-

ed out he'll be 91 in the New Year. Next, I asked about where he'd grown up and because he'd lived through the
Second World War, where he'd served. He explained he'd been with the East Yorkshire Regiment on D-Day as part of
the Operation Overlord invasion force. I asked Geoff Leeming if he would be our honorary veteran at the Uxbridge
Oilies Remembrance Tournament on Nov. 9 at the arena.

“Fine,” he said, “but you know I didn't serve in the Canadian Army. It was the British Army.”
“Doesn't matter to me,” I said. “You're a veteran in my books.”
I guess I shouldn't have been surprised at Leeming's concern that I get the details right. It's typical of a generation

that, first, doesn't want to take credit for something it didn't actually accomplish, and, second, believes in getting the
details of history as accurately as possible. The group Tom Brokaw called “the greatest generation,” saw the threat of
Nazism in the 1930s, put civilian life on hold for six years, vanquished the European dictators, and then rebuilt most
of what had been destroyed in the interim. Frankly, I don't think the people liberated by Geoff and hundreds of thou-
sands of his Allied comrades, stopped to look at the shoulder patches on their uniforms. Most oppressed populations
of Europe were glad to be free.

What's unfortunate, however, is that some of us in the generations that followed - in particular the one running
things in some government offices these days - have betrayed the gift “the greatest generation” delivered to us.

This week I read in some of the federal Opposition literature that Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) plans to close down
nine district offices… offices that provide consultation for vets in need, offices that include case workers trained to
listen to veterans' problems, offices in the remote countryside where former soldiers in Canada's national army and
reserve can feel most adrift. It means that when veterans of the recent 10-year-long Afghanistan war, now home in
rural regions of Canada, can only get help via a 1-800 phone number because it's five hours to the nearest open VAC
office.

“Why (is) the Conservative government … turning (its) back on the veteran community?” Jim Karygiannis, Liberal
critic of Veterans Affairs, said in the House of Commons this week.

Back in July, I attended the 90th birthday party of Harry Watts, a Second World War dispatch rider who'd served
with the 1st Canadian Infantry Division in Italy from 1943 to 1945. During the cutting of the cake, the speeches by
local dignitaries and greetings from friends and family in the Kitchener area, another part of Harry Watt's family
arrived on the scene, the motorcycle-riding members of the Canadian Association of Veterans (CAV). Then the CAV bik-
ers drifted off to a patio away from the crowd. Somehow I sensed - having completed their mission of paying tribute
to veteran Watts - they went off by themselves to down a few bottles of beer and smoke cigarettes where they would-
n't bother anybody. 

“What makes you guys a cohesive group?” I asked them. 
“Our service in Bosnia and Afghanistan for one thing,” one vet said, “and our hatred of the federal government for

another.”
When I queried them about that hatred, they explained that the pension structure that Veterans Affairs uses today,

versus what it was even a year ago, infuriates them. Apparently now, the federal government tries to buy out each
vet with a one-time, lump-sum payment - say several hundred thousand dollars - which, when signed by the vet,
absolves Veterans Affairs of any further service to that vet. This is the new regime at VAC - pay big now in return for
no further dependence on VAC for the rest of the veteran's life.

“Show me a vet returning from Afghanistan who wouldn't jump at a lump-sum payment of a couple of thousand
dollars,” one of the vets on the patio said. “I would.”

So whether it's the department's attempt to remove veterans from their long-term reliance on the federal budget,
or the federal government's appeasing fiscally conservative voters that they're shrinking government and reducing
costs with fewer VAC offices open, this country has clearly changed its view of veterans. In the last days before aver-
age citizens and vets acknowledge their comrades' supreme sacrifice at the town cenotaph or the pay tribute to them
Legion Remembrance Day banquets, the attention to detail that the veterans' generation taught us to respect and
honour, our leaders have decided - in the name of expediency and fiscal efficiency - is expendable. 

And observing the difference between a Canadian veteran and any other, has suddenly taken on negative signifi-
cance. Our country's administrators have chosen to forget veterans on purpose at the annual time of Remembrance. 

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

writing fitz
column by Shelagh Damus



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

The North Durham Otters held
their first annual invitation swim
meet this past weekend, and it went
so well that they’re already planning
next year’s event. 

The meet saw five swim teams -
over 70 athletes all totalled, and all
registered with Special Olympics
Ontario - visit Uxpool to compete
in the four main events of freestyle,
back crawl  breast stroke and butter-
fly. The other four teams were from
all around the province - from
Pickering, the Durham Dolphins;
Variety Village’s Sunshine
Swimmers; a team from Brantford,
and one from Peterborough.

The Otters, a team name new to
the Uxbridge swim and sport scene,
is a team that developed out of the
the Precious Minds Fitness Zone
SWIM program. It is comprised of
swimmers residing within Brock,
Scugog and Uxbridge townships,
and now has nine members. Their
coach is certified volunteer Red
Cross instructor Beth McClelland.

Sandy Ianuzzo, the Otter’s manag-
er, said that she was pleased with
how well everything ran, and was
very happy and thankful for all the
help and support the team got to
make the meet a success. She was
especially grateful to the Uxbridge
Swim Club, who, according to
Ianuzzo, was very willing to get on
board and partner with the Otters
to help out.

“There were 31 volunteers from
the USC! They did all the entries,
they made the schedule - they were
the officials, the marshalls, even the
lifeguards. Oh, we couldn’t have

done it with them!” exclaimed
Sandy.

She also commented on how the
meet was a “tremendous celebration
of the athletes abilities.” She said it
was great to see individuals succeed,
in their own events, and then cheer
on the rest of their team.

“The team ethic was very obvious.
it was such a nice spirit of encour-
agement and enthusiasm.”

All the times and placements were
registered according to time, gender,
and age, and will be used when ath-
letes register for other events in the
future. Ribbons were given out for
first, second and third place, and all
others received participation

medals. Now that this year’s big
event is over, however, the North
Durham Otters are going to train
for a year, and set their sights on
2014, a qualifier year for the Special
Olympics Ontario.  Township hands over the

manse
The historic Leaskdale manse, home
to author Lucy Maud Montgomery
for 15 years, has been handed over
by the Township of Uxbridge to the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of
Ontario (LMMSO).

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
at Monday's council meeting that
ownership of the manse was donat-
ed to the LMMSO at no cost, with
the provision that it be returned to
the township if the society finds at
some future point that it cannot
continue to care for the site.

"Council wouldn't make the deci-
sion to hand over the manse if we
didn't know it would be in better
hands," she said. She added that
council also donated $50,000 to the
LMMSO.

In response to LMMSO president
Melanie Whitfield's plea for contin-
ued support from council, Ms.
O'Connor pledged: "As mayor, I
will never let you down."

Ms. Whitfield said the change in
ownership means the township is no
longer financially responsible for the
manse, which has both national and
provincial designation as an historic
site.

"But," she added, "we have a repu-
tation for getting things done."

LMMSO member Kathy
Wasylenky listed a number of initia-
tives the society has undertaken
since 2000, when the group took
over the running of both the manse
and the old St. Paul's Presbyterian
Church, where Maud's husband,
the Rev. Ewan Macdonald, was
minister. They include restoration
of the interior of the manse, the
ongoing creation of a commemora-
tive garden at the church, the instal-
lation of geothermal heating and air
conditioning at the church, and the
campaign to install a life-sized statue
of Maud by local artist Wynn
Walters. 

Although all members of council
supported the move, Councillor Bev
Northeast warned against selling off
the township's heritage sites "willy-
nilly".
"You are a committee that will pro-

tect the manse," she said, "but don't
sell off our heritage."

The move will save the township
money. In the last few years, coun-
cil has budgeted between $24,000
and $36,000 a year in operating
costs for the manse.

Charity begins at home?: 
A seemingly innocent and well-
intentioned request to allow
Christmas toy donation boxes at
Uxpool and the arena caused a split
among councillors.

York Durham Heritage Railway

asked to be allowed to place dona-
tion boxes at the two venues to sup-
plement one which will be installed
at the train station for the "Toy
Mountain" drive. The YDHR said
the two locations are needed to
accept donations during the week,
when the train station is closed.
Councillor Northeast pointed out,

however, that the move could have a
negative impact on Uxbridge's own
community toy drive, spear-headed
by local Canadian Tire owner Pat
Higgins. She noted that "Toy
Mountain", a GTA-wide initiative,
is a Salvation Army project, and all
toys collected belong to the
Salvation Army. As the Sally Ann
representative in Uxbridge, she
would have access to the toys donat-
ed, but once her list of needy fami-
lies is looked after, she would not be
able to share the remainder with
other groups except other Salvation
Army units. With the community
toy drive, she said, she would get her
share and other community groups
would get theirs as well.

It was also pointed out that the
"Toy Mountain" box at the arena
would be competing with the
Uxbridge Bruins' annual toy drive.

However, Mrs. Northeast was
unable to convince half of council
that the community toy drive might
suffer. In voting on YDHR's
request, three voted for and three
against, leaving it to Recreation,
Tourism and Culture committee
chair Pat Mikuse to break the tie in
favour of YDHR.

New fire signs proposed: 
Fire Chief Scott Richardson pro-
posed to council that rural proper-
ties that use alternative power
sources, such as solar power, be
required to have stickers attached to
their green fire-route number signs.

The stickers would be bright yel-
low and reflective.

The chief said alternative energy
sources can pose additional risks to
firefighters, including possible elec-
trocution, structural collapse and
exposure to hazardous gases and
firefighters need to know in advance
what they are dealing with in a fire.

His proposal received council sup-
port.
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Quality custom renovations for your veranda, office, bathroom, closet, 
wainscotting, fireplace mantels and more - give us a call and ask for Paul.

Finish Carpentry & RenovationsFinish Carpentry & Renovations

Operation Warm Hearts
needs new or gently used
winter coats, boots, hats,

and ski pants. 

They can be dropped off at
the Seniors Centre, 75

Marietta St., or Wash Worx
Laundromat, 11 Main St.

North, or arrange for pick-up
at 905-852-3035. 

The sale is at Uxbridge Public
School on Saturday,

November 2, 10 a.m. -1 p.m.
in the gym. 

One coat is minimum $2, or
a donation to the Food Bank. 
All proceeds go to the Loaves

& Fishes Food Bank. 

by Roger Varley
Notes from the October 21
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL

A sample of the proposed revised 911signs
alerting fire-fighters of alternative power
sources.

North Durham Otters show how to be brave AND win

Seven-year old Jeslyn McNalley gives it her all in
a race specially tailored to the younger swimmers
in Saturday’s meet.  Photo by John Cavers.



By the
time you
read this I

will be in Florida preparing our
'Lauderdale by the Sea' home for
the winter season ahead. Always a
pleasant drive at this time of the
year as there is little chance of snow
storms and I look forward to seeing
friends after a six-month hiatus. As
usual, the first few days around the
local bar is spent defending our
'rotten' health care system. With all
the controversy around 'Obama
Care' there should be some stimu-
lating conversations, as Yanks are
certainly not backward about com-
ing forward in sharing their opin-
ions on this subject. Will be inter-
esting to learn how many 'regulars'
are for or against this controversial
plan.

Heading south I have to thank
Macleans magazine for supplying
me with loads of ammunition as
their July 8 issue contains 99
Reasons Why It's Better To Be
Canadian. As the article said, “It
can be hard living next to history's
greatest cultural, military and eco-
nomic superpower. But that doesn't
mean the United States is best at
everything. As Canada celebrates its
135th birthday we dig into the
numbers to find some of the many
ways Canada is better off - from
sports and sex to politics and enter-
tainment”.

So I am ready for the bragging
rights. For example, we live longer
than the Yanks. Canadians born
today can expect to live an average
of three years longer than

Americans (81.1 years in Canada
versus 78.2 south of the border),
and this gap is widening each
decade - it was less than a year in
the late 70s. And we are more satis-
fied with our lives. The Bernier Life
Index claims Canadians enjoy a
higher level of life satisfaction, scor-
ing 8.7 out of 10 versus 7.5 in the
U.S. Only the Swedes and the
Australians are happier than
Canadians. And it is claimed that
saying 'sorry' is good for you.
Canadians are mocked for always
apologizing, but it's not counted as
a character flaw. Saying sorry has
been known to boost happiness and
strengthen relationships. Not sure
you agree, but I know when I'm
pulled over for speeding, the first
thing I do is apologize and come up
with even the weakest of reasons.
This often results in a lower speed
ticket and no loss of points.
Scientists claim that refusing to
apologize for your actions leads to a
sense of empowerment.
And we can be proud of our kids -

Canada's schools take a lot of heat -
but they can't be all bad, as our 15-
year-old students score in the top
10 of 65 countries that participate
in the OECD's reading, math and
sciences tests. In 2009, we ranked
9th. The American teens came in at
17th. 

More of our marriages last. For
every 1,000 marriages in the U.S.,
3.6 end in divorce compared to 2.1
for Canada. Not bad, but the biggie
is in education. Poor kids are more

likely to attend university or college
in Canada. By age 18 to 21, rough-
ly 54 percent of kids from low
income families are enrolled in
post-secondary education. And
hard to believe - we are less prudish.
An Angus Reid poll found that 83
percent of Canadians believe that
sex between an unmarried man and
woman is completely acceptable
while just 59 per cent of our
American friends thought it was
okay.

The list goes on and on. If you
want to read the remaining 93 ways
why it is better to be Canadian, you
will have to grab a copy of
Macleans, or maybe you can go on
line. They are all very interesting
and I have my copy safely packed,
as I don't want to show up for
happy hour at my corner bar and
not be equipped to gain a lot of
bragging rights. I'm sure they'll be
as glad to see the 'bragging'
Canadian as I will be to be with
them again. Regardless of where
they stand, I'm pleased they are
good neighbours.  

-----------------------
Playing games on your computer
seems like an innocent pastime
although, in my opinion, it is a big
waste of time. However, I see
friends on Facebook talking about
their accomplishments and ingenu-
ity. Players regularly brag about
their prowess and how they were
always scorching the opposition.
What puzzles me is why someone,
or a corporation, would design a
game like this and not figured out a
way to make a lot of money. It's dif-
ficult to find a free lunch these days.

Recently I came across an article
that satisfied my curiosity. There are
big bucks to be made on the

Internet if you come up with some-
thing that catches the imagination
of the public. You can play the
game "Candy Crunch" for free, but
if you are competitive and want to
be the best you need to purchase
more candies, which apparently
gives you an advantage. In other
words, spend a few bucks and you
gain 'proper' bragging rights.
According to the article these rights
are very popular as this game takes
in $631 million worldwide every
day of the year. Can you believe it?
Multiply that by 365 and that is a
lot of 'candy' to satisfy the 'sweet
tooth' of the players. Guess the plus
is no calories. They say a sucker is
born every day. I now realize there
is a lot more than one.

-----------------------
And speaking about people who, in
my opinion, do strange things I
have to wonder about those who
line up in the wee hours of the
morning for store grand openings.
You see it all the time in major
cities. Maybe understand when a
new computer or phone is intro-
duced and you have to be the first
to have one. A clothing and general
merchandise store? Hardly.

That's what happened when H &
M opened its first store in Ottawa
last week. Lineups went on and on
hours before the store opened the
doors welcoming a stampede of
shoppers. One lady bragged to TV
cameras she was first in line, arriv-
ing at 4 a.m. No mention of this
young lady winning big by being
first through the doors but I would
think that 5 hours standing in the
cold of the night is worth some-
thing. You don't have to be crazy
for this, but I think it helps.
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DO YOU  HAVE  HEADACHES?
If you suffer with headaches, I can
relate.  As a teenager I endured
frequent and severe headaches and
was told to live with them and take
medication to dull the pain.  Of course
the drugs did nothing to prevent the
next headache. Even worse than that, I
would get “rebound” headaches if I
didn’t take the pills.  

This pattern continued until age 20
when I went to my first chiropractor.

Much to my amazement, the
chiropractic adjustments cured my
headaches. I was so impressed by this
that I decided to switch career paths
and become a chiropractor too.  

Most headaches are literally a pain in
the neck and shoulders.  Joint stiffness,
poor posture, and tight muscles and
fascia irritate sensitive nerves which in
turn “refer” the pain to the head. 

These same hyper-sensitized nerves
are what make people prone to the
common headache triggers such as
change in weather, stress, certain
foods, strong smells, loud noises etc.
Remove the cause (irritated nerves)
and these triggers no longer have an
effect.

Life is too short to waste days of your
life with headaches.  Call today for a
no-charge consultation and treatment
plan to eliminate your headaches.

Stemp’s Stew
column by Harry Stemp

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service
and experience of Lisa Boyce in the
print industry, Sara looks forward to
continuing to serve our current and
future clients.  
Call us to help with all aspects of
your printing requirements.

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Fifty-five aspiring entrepreneurs have
taken the first step to becoming
Uxbridge's newest entrepreneur! 

The WIN THIS SPACE competi-
tion’s first stage is finished, and over
the 55 days that the contest was open
for idea submissions, 55 entries were
received.

The judges for the competition met
Monday night to select the top 30
candidates, and those selected will be
invited to the November 5 kick off
event at the Uxbridge Music Hall.
Invited candidates will then learn
more details about this exciting
opportunity. They will also have the
opportunity to meet the sponsors,
mentors, and the judges, as well as
hear news  about the three FREE
BACD (Business Centre
Durham)Business Builder Training
workshops which Teresa Shaver will be
hosting here in town.
Over the next few months, these can-

didates will work on transforming
their idea into a business model can-
vas, which will be submitted to the
judging panel on February 19, 2014.
The candidates will also receive the
chance to attend several network-
ing/mentor events to meet local busi-
ness people and make critical connec-
tions.

The winning business will receive
free services for advertising, social
media, marketing,  paint supplies,
front door mats and even free window
cleaning for the first year.

WIN THIS SPACE news will con-
tinue to be shared via the Uxbridge
BIA website and Facebook  until the
winner is announced at a live finale
celebration on March 6, 2014, at the
Uxbridge Music Hall.

WIN THIS SPACE moves
on to phase two



Tiger Talk Returns!

Tiger Talk is now finally up and off
to the races for another great year of
reporting and USS coverage!We are
celebrating the addition of two new
fresh faces to our team, Alysa Wilson,
in Grade 11, and Nique (pronounced
“Nikki”) Therrien in Grade 9. This
week, Tiger Talk is giving the scoop on
these two aspiring writers and what
they're all about. Last year's returning
TT reporter, Michelle McNally, also
gives us an update on herself, now in
her senior year. 

What are you currently studying?
What classes do you enjoy?
Nique: Because I'm only in grade
nine, I'm just taking the general
courses: science, math, bla, bla, bla..
My electives, however, are drama
and band.
Alysa: I'm taking anthropology,
sociology and a psychology intro-
ductory course. Then I have drama,
music and American history. I love
history. 
Michelle: I'm brushing up on my
world studies before I make a stab at
enrolling for journalism school, so
that means lots of politics, econom-
ics, and English in my year! For fun,
I'm also enrolled in the yearbook
course, which allows me to create
and help publish the school year-
book.

Do you have any hobbies? Interests?
How do you spend your time?
Nique: I'm in the junior band, and
I'm on the music council. Right
now we're pretty much just getting
the new year organized and talking
about the music marathon coming
up. We're getting band sweaters!
(yay!) I'm soon to be volunteering at
the Uxpool, helping out kids during
their swimming lessons.
Alysa: I play on the senior girl's bas-
ketball team and I'm in band as
well. I play the tenor saxophone. I
also work at the Tin Cup part-time.
I help run the Sunday school and
nursery at my church , as well as
volunteering on the youth nights
sometimes. 
Michelle: Ongoing, I free-lance
write and report for the Uxbridge
Cosmos and just pick up articles
whenever I can. I've been at that for
a year and a bit now. On the side, I
am on the prom committee of USS,
helping to organize the prom that is
being held in the spring. Things are
quiet now, but they're certain to
pick up very quickly come after
New Years!
At first glance, name one thing a per-
son couldn't guess about you without
you telling them.
Nique: I'm kinda nerdy, I guess.
Alysa: I'm really energetic! 
Michelle: I'm afraid that knowledge
is classified. 
Do you have any goals/ dreams?
Nique: I want to be a marine biolo-

gist, and I have wanted to be since 
Grade 3. Dalhouise is my dream
university, and my sister is thinking
of going there. I would also like to
combine marine biology and write
about what I'm doing. 
Alysa: Journalism! I'm thinking of
going to Ryerson University in the
future..
Michelle: I, too, have aspirations in
attending Ryseron, but I'm also
considering in taking a gap year and
working abroad in the U.K in some
sort of media/ journalistic environ-
ment. I want to do a considerable
amount of international traveling in
my lifetime and build connections
with other writers like myself along
the way. My goal is to make it to
Japan one day.
If you could be a character in any
book, who would it be?
Nique: Hermione from Harry
Potter, just because it would be awe-
some to use magic. 
Alysa: Nancy Drew. She's my idol
from when I was really little. I've
read every single book.
Michelle: Charlie from Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory. Yup, it's a
dude's role, but I come from less
than humble beginnings to owning
the worlds greatest chocolate facto-
ry. It's a done deal. 
What attracted you to Tiger Talk?
Nique: I love writing at home and I
was looking through the newspaper
and spotted the ad. I thought it
would be pretty cool experience to
try.
Alysa: I needed something pub-
lished for my portfolio for Ryerson,
plus it's another thing to get
involved in. 

M i c h e l l e :
When I
joined Tiger
Talk last
year, I was
hoping to
expand my
base of con-
n e c t i o n s
and get in-
t h e - k n o w
with the
school on a
deeper level.
Now, I'm back to advance the inter-
viewing and writing skills I took on
board last year. I am super excited to
be working for the column again
with these new girls, and I'm sure
we're guaranteed to have a good

time!
Watch out for our up and coming cov-
erage of the USS Music Marathon!
Feel free to contact the Uxbridge
Cosmos, or hunt down any one of our
Tiger Talkers if you have article rec-
ommendations or general questions!

Fri., Oct. 25, BUS TRIP to Metro
Convention Centre for CreativFestival.
Departs 8 a.m. from Uxbridge Arena,
returns 6-6:30 p.m. Tickets 905-852-
9074

Sat., Oct. 26, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate
pace loop hike with some hills. Meet at
the trial entrance on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862

Sat., Oct. 26, Exploring
Horizons: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Lots of
great activities for seniors, including
Bingo, Zumba, Qigong, and a Q & A
with local professionals. Call 647-454-
9081 to register.

Sun., Oct. 27: 126th
Anniversary service for the
Zephyr United Church. 11 a.m.
service. Guest Speaker Reverend
Dorian Baxter (a.k.a. Elvis Priestley)
also guest singers. Everyone welcome.

Sun., Oct. 27: 125th
Anniversary  Celebration, Trinity
United Church. 10 a.m. service. We
welcome all members and past mem-
bers of Trinity and the Uxbridge
Community. Speaker Rev. Ralph Garbe.

Sunday School will be held for chil-
dren, kindergarten to Gr. 6, Bring the
whole family.

Wed. Oct. 30: Retired Teachers
of Ontario-District 28
Durham,Coffee Hour. 10-11 a.m.,
Tim Hortons Uxbridge.  All retired
teachers and educational support staff
welcome. Join us for a coffee and treat
. 
Thurs., Oct. 31: SOUP LUNCH.
Goodwood United Church, 11a.m.-
1p.m. $5 for soup, homemade bread,
dessert and beverage. Call Rev. Elaine
Lush at 905 640 1781 or June Harper
at 905 640 3347

Sat., Nov. 2, 7 a.m.   Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Al Shaw
Side Trail. 1+ hr., 4 km moderate loop
hike, some hills. Meet at the trail
entrance on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862

Sat., Nov. 2: Holly Berry
Happenings. Goodwood United
Church 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. New and used
items, teacher and hostess gifts, bak-
ing, crafts . Lunch  available for $5 -
soup and sandwiches and cookies

Sat., Nov. 2, Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Halloween Dance.
8 - 11 p.m. $10/pp, 75 Marietta

Street, Morley Batt and his Band. Some
Square Dancing. Please PRE Purchase
Tickets 905-852-7792,    905-852-
3869. No alchohol

Sun., Nov. 3, Gospel Sing with
the Reflections of Brian & Ron Evans,
Ralph Sider & Jim Wagg. Goodwood
Baptist Church, 11 a.m. All Welcome.

Sun., Nov. 3: Music Fest, 10 - 11
a.m. at Reachview Gardens, Uxbridge.
We welcome all ages and talents, be it
singing, playing an instrument, dancing
or story-telling; and our audience is
very appreciative! For more info please
call Jo at 905-852-6487.

Sun., Nov. 3, Trinity United
Church Workshop to meet Dr.
Ross Jutsum. 2 p.m. Many important
topics will be covered Contact Diane at
Trinity at 905- 852-6213 for details. $
7/per person or $25/group.

Sun., Nov. 3, Trinity United
Church: An evening with Dr.
Ross Jutsum, accomplished pianist
and composer. 7 p.m. Free will offer-
ing.

Wed., Nov. 6, IODE presents
Mistletow Magic at the Seniors
Centre at 7 p.m. Demonstrations, fes-
tive decorations by local designers.
Wine & Cheese, Chinese Auction and
More. Tickets - $25 or $45 for 2 if pur-
chased before Nov.1. Available at
Presents Presents, Keiths Flowers or call

Jean at 905 852 6816. 

Fri., Nov. 8, 9:30 a.m.  Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike:
Walker Woods, 2+ hrs. 10+ km fast
pace, hilly.  No dogs please.  Meet at
the parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham Rd. 21
at Albright Rd.  Contact: Joan Taylor
905-477-2161 

Sat., Nov. 9, 7:00 a.m.  Oak
Ridges Trail Association Hike: Al
Shaw side Trail 1+ hrs. 4+ km moder-
ate pace hike; Join us for breakfast
after the hike. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km
south of Durham Rd. 21.  Contact: Joan
Taylor 905-477-2161 

Tues., Nov. 12, Uxbridge
Networking Group Breakfast
Meeting, 8:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Scrambles at the Foxbridge Golf Club,
Uxbridge. RSVP at chris@direcon-
sultinginc.com or 
networkinggroup@uxbridge.com 

Uxbridge Parkinson’s Support
Group, meets 1st Thursday of month,
1 - 3 p.m. Bridgewater Building (across
from hospital). For more information
contact Neil Fitzsimon, 905-852-8894

GriefShare: A weekly seminar and
support group for those grieving the

loss of someone close.Thursdays, Sept.
12 to Dec. 5, 2-4 p.m., Uxbridge
Baptist Church, 7-9 p.m., St. Paul’s
Leaskdale.

Goodwood Baptist Church
Sunday School, at 10 a.m. Tuesdays
at 6:45 p.m., Kids Club (K-8) Bible sto-
ries, singing, craft, snack. All
Welcome.

Community Soup Lunch
Wednesdays, beginning October 16
from 12 - 1:30 p.m., continuing until
Dec.18. At the Presbyterian Church on
Toronto St. South. Donate as you are
able to support The Loaves and Fishes
Foodbank, and North House.

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for those
requiring assistance. All donations are
always appreciated. Tax receipts are
issued for Financial Donations.
Donations may be dropped in the Food
Bank Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to Friday
9 a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street accept-
ing good fall and winter clothing.
Proceeds to Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital.

If you have a community event for a
charity or non-profit organization that
you’d like us to mention, please contact
us at thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-
852-1900. The deadline for our next
issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.

Thur sday,  Oc tober  24 th 20138The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

THIS WEEKEND

UPCOMING

NEXT WEEK

Coming Up

ONGOING

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

OCTOBER 25 - HALLOWE’EN AT THE FOSTER

This
Friday
at the 
Foster

This Friday there will be a special Halloween evening at our famous
local crypt. Singer/pianist Jane Loewen is providing the entertainment,
with some fun Halloween songs and scary readings. Spooky favourites
include Ghostbusters, Witch Doctor, Monster Mash, Purple People Eater
and Thriller, with lots of opportunity for audience participation. Jane will
be joined by Conrad Boyce, performing The Cremation of Sam McGee
among others. Costumes are encouraged (but not mandatory), with the
chance to enter a free draw. Entertainment starts at 7:30; bring a carved
pumpkin at 7:00 for judging and prizes. Come on out for a fun night!

 Tiger Talk

Alysa Wilson, left, and Nique Therrien, right, are the two latest addi-
tions to the Uxbridge Secondary School Tiger Talk team.



( T h e
Pineridge
C h o r u s
has been a

staple of the Uxbridge music scene for
decades, but we realized that in all
these years we have never talked to
them. We decided it was time to recti-
fy the oversight and so invited music
director Linda Morrison to join us for
a cup of coffee.)

Linda, how long have you been direc-
tor of the Pineridge Chorus?

Just over one year, from May 2012
to present.
Were you with the chorus before that?
I was.
So is this a case of moving up from

the ranks?
Yes. When I joined I never

dreamed that I'd become director. I
have been with them for 27 years as
a singer. And 26 years later, I'm
director.

How did you become director?
I was not seeking the position out.

Pineridge Chorus came to me and
asked if I would direct them.
Thirteen years ago, I left Pineridge
Chorus. I was in the chorus for 12
years and left to pursue personal
goals. In achieving some of those
goals, I gained some experience and
confidence so when they came and
asked me to take on the role I felt
more qualified to do that.

What goals did you pursue to take
you away from the singing?

It didn't take me away from the
singing, but my goal was to be a bet-
ter singer myself. There's many
opportunities to sing in a higher cal-
ibre chorus, to be in a quartet, so I
found that for myself.

That term "higher calibre" might be
seen by some as a nudge at the
Pineridge Chorus, but they're no
slouches. They sing barbershop, but
that doesn't mean they're not good
singers.

I just felt the goals of where the
chorus wanted to be and where I
wanted to be were different. That in
no way reflects on their calibre or
what they do.
Now, Pineridge has a concert coming

up in November. Is this your first con-
cert as director?

It is. It's very, very scary, but very
exciting. It's the first ever for myself
putting together a show. I have a
wonderful group of ladies on a team
and we've been working for six
months to put this together.
But, if I'm not mistaken, this will be

a little different concert for the group
in that you have guest artists as well.
We do. We have Third Avenue Jazz

Band. That's the high school band.
And then the cast from (OnStage
Uxbridge's) Anything Goes will be
doing a segment.

When those two groups perform, do

you step aside briefly as director?
Yes. They have their own leaders so

they'll be performing their sets in
their spotlight.

You joined the chorus 27 years ago.
What led you to barbershop singing?

As a young person, my family did
a lot of singing in the church and I
did singing in the choirs. I've always

loved singing. My mother-in-law,
Ruth Morrison, was a part of the
start of Pineridge Chorus and invit-
ed me to a guest night, just to come
and watch, and after that you could
say I was pretty hooked.

You must have been quite young
when you joined. That dispels the
thought that the group is for, pardon
the expression, grey-haired old ladies.

No. it's all ages. We have as young
as 26 right now up to 85 and every
age in between.

How many people are in the chorus
now?

We have 22 members and we have
seven prospective members that just
joined last month. We have at times
been as high as 35, years ago. 

I love barbershop: Lida Rose, The
Old Mill Stream. But aren't barber-
shop groups rather limited in their
repertoire?

Not at all. I'm glad you asked me
that. There are different styles of
music, even most recently the Lady
Gaga songs, arranged in barbershop
style, and some modern songs and
some that go back to what is typical-
ly portrayed as barbershop music.
We have arrangers within the organ-
ization that do arrange any style,
any type of song. Sweet Adelines do
have that stereotype, but it's a style
of music that is a challenge to sing,
a challenge to do well, and when it
is done well it gives you goose-
bumps.

Barbershop singing is, by definition,
without music, right?

Exactly.
Within your group, you have the cho-

rus but you also break that down to
quartets and octets, right?

Yes. Quartets can be people who
sing for the love of singing and then
you can have quartets that love to

compete, because we do compete
within the organization. In our
region we have approximately 35
choruses. This is a world-wide
organization and the world is divid-
ed into regions and within the
region we compete against other
choruses and the winners of those
regions go to international competi-
tions.

If I'm not mistaken, Pineridge
Chorus has done well over the years.

Yes. They break down the compe-
tition to large choruses, mid-sized
and small choruses. We have come
second place in the mid-size chorus
at one point at region. Up until this
year, our region went as far south as
Albany, N.Y., to Ottawa and over to
Orangeville and Collingwood. We
travel to our regional competition
every year and to music schools
offered by the region. 

Getting back to you, Linda, you
joined Pineridge 27 years ago, sang
with them for 12 and then took an
extended break before coming back. . .

No, I left to sing with a chorus in
Newmarket.

Do you sing now, as
director?

I absolutely do, but
not with Pineridge. I
sing in Newmarket
and sing in a quartet,
but only direct with
Pineridge.

I've directed plays
and found myself
thinking: "I want that
role." Do you find
yourself wanting to be
singing with the group
when you're directing?

Because I love to
sing, I want to keep
learning and growing
myself. This is why I
continue to sing in
N e w m a r k e t .
Pineridge knows
that. The opportuni-
ties we have - coaches
come in to coach
choruses and quartets
- it's constant learn-
ing. So I feel what I
can learn away from
the chorus, I can give
back to the chorus.

Okay, the show that's
coming up: when is it?

November 16 at the
Music Hall at 7:30
p.m.

What can the audi-
ence expect? You guys
have a lot of glitter in
your costuming, don't
you?

We do. We're going
to feature a black
light number, a cou-
ple of costume
changes, as women

like to do, and well be
adding a little
Christmas, as well.

I've seen pictures of
many of the different
outfits your chorus has

worn over the years. Does the chorus
have an extensive wardrobe stacked
away somewhere?

What we don't use in the present
time is stored at someone's home.
Most of the chorus, if they've been
in the group a long time, have a
closet full of costumes. We have a
number of talented women in the
chorus that offer to make costumes
for everyone, sometimes we pur-
chase them.

How many concerts to you put on
each year?
This is a big production for us. The

last one was for the 25th anniversary
in 2010. We do not typically do a
big production every year.
When you went to pursue other goals,

did that relate strictly to barbershop or
did you try other genres?

It related strictly to barbershop. I
joined a quartet in 2005 and
became a regional winner in the
quartet in 2010, went to interna-
tional in 2010 and 2011 in
Houston and Seattle, and that was a
dream of mine: to compete on the

international stage. It was a moment
that I was very proud of.
Competition plays a large part in
what we do. But our goal is to be
better singers. We love to perform
within the community, there's a lot
of music in this town, a lot of choic-
es for people. 

Now the Pineridge Chorus is all
women, of course, and we know there
are male barbershop groups. But is
there ever a time when men and
women combine?

No. Once in a while you'll see a
combination, like an eight-part har-
mony where they do combine the
two voices, but typically it's just the
women or just the men.

Looking past the November concert,
what's on the horizon for Linda
Morrison and the Pineridge Chorus?

For the chorus, we'll be working
towards competition in May. 

In the world of ice dance, there are
rules that restrict the height of lifts or
the amount of separation between the
skaters and so on. Are there similar
type rules regarding movement in cho-
rus competitions?

If the movement makes sense to
the music and to the interpretation
of the music, it's acceptable. 

Thank you, Linda
Thank you.
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Theatre 3x60° presents 

Vimy 
by Vern Thiessen 

 

“a nation’s defining moment” 
 

Directed by Joan Etienne &  

Carey Nicholson 
 

November 1, 2, 7, 8, 9  

@ 8pm 

November 2 @ 2pm 
Hope Christian  
Reformed Church 
14480 Old Simcoe Rd. 

Port Perry 
 
 

Tickets $15 General Admission (cash/cheque) 
Available at the Scugog Council for the Arts Resource Centre 

181 Perry St. Port Perry, 905 982-2121  

or Theatre 3x60 °, 905 852-7993  
 

Produced by arrangement with Talent House Inc., 204A St. George St. Toronto, ON 

Vimy Memorial photography – Travis Weagant 

 

www.theatre3x60.ca 

A Cup of Coffee... with Linda Morrison

by Roger Varley



Free
PIANOS: Trinity United Church
Uxbridge has two upright pianos that are
looking for good homes. Free. Call Diane
Duncan 905-852-6213 for details.
10/31

Services
RESPONSIBLE Gr. 9 French
Immersion student available to tutor
elementary students in math, Science,
French, English, and confidence for
class presentations. Experience teach-
ing children (dance) as well as leader-
ship experience, Red Cross Babysitter
Course and Bronze Medallion. $15/
45-minute session at my home or
yours. References available. Call
Katrina, 905-852-4856   10/31
THE HOME INSPECTOR:
Uxbridge’s Local professional. Have
you closed your garden faucets?
Before you winterize, call 416-567-
4282   10/31
ADD TO YOUR CHRISTMAS FES-
TIVITIES: Have Santa attend your
Christmas function. Corporate, kids
parties, retail businesses.  Over 50
years experience. 
goodoldwhatshisname@hotmail.com
11/7
ACCOUNTING, bookkeeping.
Professional accountant office. Get
organized for 2013 income taxes.
Best rates for fall season. 905-852-
7634   10/24

QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR:
Slow computer or worried you have a
virus? need backups or parts fixed?
Call Kevin at Alexander Computer
Services. Three years experience at a
local computer shop. Mention “cos-
mos” for a special deal! 416-629-
6626 or kevin@alexandercs.com
10/17
TUTOR: Physics, Calculus,
Mathematics, by retired science
department head. 31 years teaching
experience. Call David at 905-862-
2812   11/7
PIANO & FLUTE LESSONS:
Patient and enthusiastic instruction.
Reasonable rates. Your location or
mine. Excellent references. 852-
0056. sarahpollard55@gmail.com.
10/31
QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY:
Custom Decks and Yard Structures,
Porches, Screen Rooms, Cabanas,
Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy
Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences &
Gates. Home Improvements and
Renovations. Specializing in Custom
Design Solutions. Call Steve at
Northwood Home Services 905-852-
1750  10/31
DOG WALKING, HOME CARE
FOR PETS. Happy Trails, Happy
Tails. Walks and home visits. Loving
care as if you were there. Call 905-
862-0522  10/31

PET CARE Day and overnight care,
no crates or kennels, reasonable
rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454
10/31

Wanted
SPLIT CEDAR RAILS: Do you have
an old split rail fence that is falling
apart and no longer needed? I will
dismantle and collect for $2-$3 per
rail. Looking for 200 rails but will col-
lect any amount. 905-862-2762
10/24

For Sale
NAPOLEON Pellet Stove, almost
new. $1,500 o.b.o. 416-705-9993
10/31
GUITARS: Collection of guitars -
acoustic, classical, electric, plus cases.
Call Jim, 905-862-3749   10/31

For Rent
VEHICLE STORAGE-indoor/out-
door, both have concrete floor.
Available now. 905-852-6407

10/31
STORAGE: 1,500 square ft. clean,
dry area available/ $350/month in
Uxbridge. 416-705-9993.   10/31
S H A R E W H O L E H O U S E :
Everything included. Large furnished
bedroom for single, working male. No
smoking or pets. TV, parking, internet
available. $525/mo. 905-852-4454
10/31
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Garage Doors

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“My dear friends,
you should be quick to
listen and slow to
speak or to get angry.”

James 1:19

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Classified

ORDER NOW

FOR THE HOLIDAYS

ISN’T IT TIME YOU

OWNED A

GILLDERCROFT?
9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE 
your business HERE!

ONLY $25/week
Call 905 852 1900 for details!

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS
Fast dependable service & repairs

Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

905-852-5313

Want your 
advertising on-
line? Contact us,

we’ll link you up!
www.thecosmos.ca

Check them out!



by Roger Varley

If the Uxbridge Bruins thought they
would have an easy time playing the
Georgina Ice on the weekend, they
were mistaken. The Ice, sitting in
fifth place in the six-team OHA
Junior C Central Division, gave the
first-place Bruins all they could han-
dle in back-to-back games, forcing
both Friday and Saturday night's
games into shoot-outs, which
Uxbridge won 7-6 and 4-3. 

Georgina came into the Uxbridge
arena having suffered an 11-2 shel-
lacking at the hands of the Lakefield
Chiefs three nights earlier and with
only two wins in seven games. That
might have explained the lack of
spark shown by the Bruins in the first
period.
The Ice opened the scoring just past

the halfway mark of the first period.
Tim Bierema tied the score a couple
of minutes later when he took a pass
from behind the net from Korey
Brand. Tyson Eastgate registered the
other assist. Thirty second later,
Adam Batholomew put the Bruins
ahead with a long, ice-hugging shot
from the blue line, assisted by Jason
Simmonds and Marco Mastrangelo.
Then Georgina's Dylan Kovacs
scored with an impossible behind-
the-back mid-air deflection that gave
Bruins goalie Max Tjin no chance
and Luke Vanderkooy put the Ice
ahead, going in on the net all alone
and deking Tjin.

The Bruins found their spark dur-
ing the break and came back strong
in the second, scoring three unan-

swered goals. Liam Blais scored just
one minute into the period, assisted
by Jarett Smith and Matt Allen, and
notched his second five minutes later
when he converted Matt Pollard's
long shot from the blue line, which
bounced off the back boards. With
less than a minute remaining in the
period, Allen took a perfect cross-ice
pass from Smith to put the Bruins
ahead 5-3. Both teams had several
close calls during the period and
seemed evenly matched.

In the third period, it was
Georgina's turn to shine, scoring
three unanswered goals - including
another mid-air deflection - to put
the Bruins one down with four min-
utes remaining. Finally, with Tjin
pulled for the extra attacker,
Mastrangelo tied the game with only
six seconds left on the clock.

After a scoreless overtime period,
Blais missed his shot in the shootout,
but Dylan Locke put the Bruins
ahead on his turn. Smith then missed
and Vanderkooy tied the score for the
Ice. Allen scored with his high shot
on the blocker side and Tjin saved
the game for the Bruins.

In Keswick the following night, it
was the same scenario and the same
actors. Georgina opened the scoring

on a power play and Smith replied
with his own power-play marker,
assisted by Allen and Connor Beck,
but Vanderkooy put the Ice ahead
before the end of the period.

In the second, Blais, assisted by
Brand and Bierema, and Allen, assist-
ed by Mastrangelo, put the Bruins
ahead with their unanswered goals,
but Vanderkooy scored the only goal
of the third to tie the game.

After another scoreless overtime
period, it once again fell to Allen to
score the winning goal in the
shootout as goalie Cody Northover
turned aside all three Georgina
shooters.
The Bruins retain first place with six

wins and one loss for 12 points.
Lakefield also has 12 points, but have
played one more game.

Allen stands seventh in the scoring
race - and first among the Bruins -
with five goals and three assists.

Next game for the Bruins is at the
arena Friday night at 7:45 p.m.
against the Little Britain Merchants,
whom they face again in Little
Britain on Saturday at 7:30 p.m. On
Tuesday, they travel to Lakefield to
take on the Chiefs.

THIS FRIDAY NIGHT!!

OCTOBER 25TH, 7:45 p.m.OCTOBER 25TH, 7:45 p.m.

BrBruins face Little Britain uins face Little Britain 
at the Uxbridge Arat the Uxbridge Arenaena

GAMES THIS WEEK...
UXBRIDGE IN LITTLE BRITAIN

SAT., OCT. 26, 7:30 P.M.  

GAME ON OCT. 29TH IN

LAKEFIELD, 7:30 P.M.
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our office

number, 905-852-1900, and correctly iden-
tify the location of our photo, will receive a
prize; this week, it’s two tickets to Friday
night’s Uxbridge Bruins game against Little
Britain. Last week’s Viewpoints was the bird-
bath by the Tin Mill, guessed by Ali Grant!
Congratulations!

Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

For more
information call

Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Lots of fresh 
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Buy fresh, buy local!  Our 12th Season!

photo by Elisa Estrefi.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.themeatmerchant.ca

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR “SPOOK-TACULAR” DEALS! 

until October 27th!

905-852-9892

Bruins win back-to-back shootouts

EVERYTHING BRUINS AT

WWW.UXBRIDGEBRUINS.COM

After many years of service to 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 

Rev. Ted Thompson 

is taking a well-deserved retirement, which is
effective October 31. 2013!

This Sunday, October 27, Ted will lead us in worship
at 

St. Andrews-Chalmers Presbyterian Church. 
Please join with us as we worship together in the 

sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. 
If you cannot make the service, we would enjoy your

company at 11:30 a.m. in St. Andrew’s Hall 
for a time of fellowship.

Hope to see you Sunday morning!

by Shelagh Damus

On Friday, November 1, at 7:30
p.m., authors Joseph Boyden and
Michael Winter will be at the
Uxbridge Music Hall for the third
installment of Blue Heron Books
Series of Fortunate (literary)
Events. In this installment, Boyden
will read from his latest work, The
Orenda,  and Michael Winter will
read from his new book, Minister
without Portfolio. Both works
received nominations to this year's
Scotiabank Giller Prize long-list.
The Giller prize is Canada's most
lucrative and prestigious literary
prize.
Boyden's novel, The Orenda, deals

with the troubled relationship
between the Iroquoi, the Huron
and Jesuit priests during Canada's
infancy. In the book brutality has
left its mark on Bird, a Huron
elder, who has kidnapped a young
Iroquois girl named Snow Fall. She
reminds Bird of his own murdered
daughter. The long-time battle
with the Iroquois takes a back seat
to the new danger perceived in a
young charismatic Jesuit priest who
is making inroads with the conver-
sion of the Iroquois. 
Canadian-born Boyden's previous

works, Three Day Road and
Through Black Spruce, won the
Rogers Writers' Trust Fiction Prize

in 2006, and the 2008 Scotiabank
Giller Prize respectively. Three Day
Road was also a Canada Reads con-
tender in 2006. 
In Winter's Minister without
Portfolio, Henry, who lives life
large, is dropped by his girlfriend.
He reacts by enlisting. A war-zone
accident alters Henry, and leaves
him feeling responsible.   Guilt
guides his reintegration into socie-
ty and his search for footing in his
unanchored past.

Michael Winter was born in
England but settled in
Newfoundland at an early age.
Winter is a fiction prize list regular;
all four of his novels have landed
on a wide variety of coveted award
lists. In addition to this year's
Giller Prize long-list, he has been
honoured with a nomination for
the 2010 Rogers Writers' Trust
Fiction prize short-list for The
Death of Donna Whalen and the
2007 Giller Prize short-list for The
Architects are Here.

The authors will be interviewed
by author and CBC radio personal-
ity Ted Barris, who has been bask-
ing in the success of his latest
novel, The Great Escape: A
Canadian Story. 

Tickets for the event are $25 and
include light refreshments. Tickets
are available in store at Blue Heron
Books or by calling 905-852-4282.

Award-winning authors set to visit
Music Hall in another Literary Event



byNancy Melcher
There's a special rock for the youngest
patrons, so they can reach inside all by
themselves. The upstairs section is for
the grownups, and the main floor is
where the kids' selection is found. Vines
curling around the base have grown,
and flowers are blooming on the out-
side. The windows in the bright red
door invite passersby to pause and take
a look inside. One year after it opened
near the corner of Planks Lane and
Franklin Street, the Little Free Library
has become a fixture on my property,
lovingly embraced by friends, neigh-
bours, and complete strangers, who all
share a love of reading. 

It was ready for the first day of school.
Built and installed by a good friend who
lives “too far off the beaten path to make
it worthwhile”, the little house holds
books for all ages. It's a simple concept:
take a book, return a book. There are no
membership cards, no overdue fees,
nobody telling you to “Shush!” If you
see a book you like, take it with you.
Return it when you're finished, or keep
it bring back a different book to share. 

It began four years ago, in Hudson,
Wisconsin. Todd Bol built a model of a
one room schoolhouse as a tribute to his
mother, a former teacher who loved
reading. He filled it with books and put
it on a post in his front yard with a sign
that read “FREE BOOKS”. His neigh-
bours and friends loved it! Bol built sev-
eral more and gave them away. Teaming
up with Rick Brooks, they envisioned
the creation of little houses of books to
rival the 2,509 Carnegie Libraries across
the USA.

Bol and Brooks estimate that by the
end of the year there will be over 15,000
Little Free Libraries in 55 countries
around the world. There are three in
Uxbridge township.
The first is in
Sandford, built as a
memorial to Chris
Skinner. The second is
on Planks Lane, and
the newest is on First
Avenue, across from
Trinity United
Church. With a weekly
turnover of about
15%, the Planks Lane
library may be the
busiest, but all see
patrons visiting at all
hours of the day. These
little houses are not
places to dump
unwanted collections.
They're a way to share
a good book with peo-
ple who enjoy reading.
See ww.littlefreeli-
brary.org for more
information.

In last month's column, I
talked briefly about Rotary's End
Polio Now campaign. Today,
October 24th is World Polio Day,
chosen to coincide with the birth-
day of Jonas Salk, the doctor who
created the first Polio vaccine.

A highly infectious disease, polio
causes paralysis and is sometimes
fatal. As there is no cure, the best
protection is prevention. For as lit-
tle as 60 cents worth of vaccine, a
child can be protected against this
crippling disease for life. After the
successful engagement of over 200
countries and 20 million volun-
teers, polio could be the first
human disease of the 21st century
to be eradicated.

The Global Polio Eradication
Initiative is spearheaded by the
World Health Organization,
Rotary International, the US
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and the United
Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF). It includes the support
of governments and other private
sector donors.

Rotary's main responsibilities are
fundraising, advocacy, and volun-
teer recruitment. To date, Rotary
has contributed more than $1.2 bil-
lion to the polio eradication effort.
The Rotary Club of Uxbridge is
just one of the 33,000 clubs in
more than 200 countries that are
able to reach out to national gov-
ernments worldwide to generate
crucial financial and technical
support. 
Since 1995, the advocacy efforts
of Rotary and its partners have
helped raise more than $8 billion
from donor governments. And
Rotary clubs also provide help on
the ground in polio affected
communities.

When Rotary began its eradica-
tion work in 1985, polio infected
more than 350,000 children
annually all over the world.
Today, Polio remains endemic in
only three countries -
Afghanistan, Nigeria and
Pakistan. 

Polio eradication activities have

resulted in several
landmark successes
since 2010. India,
long regarded as the
nation facing the
greatest challenges to
eradication, was

removed from the list of polio-
endemic countries by the World
Health Organization (WHO) in
February. 
During that same time span, how-
ever, polio outbreaks in China and
West Africa due to importation
from Pakistan and Nigeria, respec-
tively, have highlighted the contin-
ued threat of resurgence. Failure to
eradicate the disease could lead
within a decade to paralysis of as
many as 200,000 children per year
worldwide. 

Eradicating polio would generate
net benefits of US$40-50 billion
globally by 2035, with the bulk of
savings in the poorest countries
from reduced treatment costs, and
gains in productivity. 

It is so important to generate the
funds needed to end polio now. To
fail is to invite a polio resurgence
that would condemn millions of
children to lifelong paralysis in the
years ahead. The bottom line is this:
As long as polio threatens even one
child anywhere in the world, all
children - wherever they live -
remain at risk, and Rotarians con-
tinue to work hard and raise funds
to eradicate the dreaded disease.
(Thanks to President Chuck Taylor
for writing this month’s column)
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READY FOR WINTER?

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS
Specializing in
Volkswagen
Audi
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
Porsche
European & Asian

 (by appointment)

   Available

138 Sandiford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Rick Callaghan

905-642-2886 or 1-877-410-2886(AUTO)
www.410auto.ca

ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

Literacy literally on the street


