
Purple Asters at the Countryside Preserve. 
by Renee Leahy
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SPIRIT OF THE RUN - More than 320 people came out for the 33rd Annual Terry Fox Run last Sunday, cycling, walking, running, or being towed through what many would consider is the “pret-
tiest” Terry Fox route in the country. A whole army of volunteers helped the participants along, making for a very successful event. Final tallies aren’t in yet, as donations are still pouring in, and can still
made. All money raised from the Terry Fox Run goes towards innovative cancer research and programs. Photo by John Cavers.
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Kennedy Fields gets new name
by Roger Varley

Kennedy Fields will be renamed
The Fields of Uxbridge, even
though some councillors are not
happy with the new name. 

Recreation Manager Amanda
Ferraro, in a report to council, said
the name The Fields of Uxbridge
was chosen by a vast majority of

those who had voted online. The
name received 100 votes from those
who visited the township webpage.
Uxbridge Activity Park received two
votes, Uxbridge Commons 26 votes
and Uxbridge Athletic and
Recreation Commons (The ARC)
had 32.

Councillor Pat Molloy, who has

been unhappy with the choice of
names since they were first
announced, remained unhappy.

"I don't like any of the names," he
reiterated on Monday, adding that
he wouldn't be voting for any of
them. 

"I don't think the (voting) format
was enough to get responses."

Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
responded that "if the interest isn't
there, it isn't there."

Ms. Ferraro admitted she thought
more people would have been inter-
ested in voting for the new name,
but added that she had not received
many e-mails from people saying
they did not like the choices.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor was
disappointed in the number of vot-
ers, but added many seniors in the
township do not have access to the
Internet.
Nevertheless, council voted to sup-

port Ms. Ferraro's recommendation
that the property be renamed The
Fields of Uxbridge.
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for September

Wednesday, Sept. 18th
COMMITTEE OF 
ADJUSTMENT 7:00 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 23rd
COUNCIL 7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

FROM THE TAX OFFICE...

2013 Final Property Tax Bills

All 2013 Final Tax Bills have been mailed.
Payments for these bills are due on the due
date.

The SECOND Tax Installment is due on
Wednesday September 25, 2013.

Please pay promptly to avoid penalty.

Penalty/interest charges will be added to
tax installments not paid by the due date at
the rate of 1.25% on the first day of each
calendar month. Failure to receive a Tax
Notice does not excuse the taxpayer from
responsibility for payment of taxes nor lia-
bility for any penalty or interest due to late
payments.  The penalty/interest charges
cannot be waived or reduced by the Tax
Department or Council for any reason.

Tax payments can be made by the follow-
ing: In person by Interac, by cheque or
cash, by mail (post-dated cheques are
accepted), telephone & Internet banking,
drop box, or at most banks.

If you did not receive your 2013 Final Tax
Bill, please call the Tax Department at 905-
852-9181, ext. 211.

PLEASE RETAIN YOUR 2013 FINAL TAX
BILL FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES.  If a
reprinted tax bill or receipt is required, a fee
of $10.00 plus HST will apply.

Thank You
Tax Department

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela
Noble, 905-852-9747, ext. 24 

FOOD for FINES September 16-27.
You bring the food, we'll waive the
fines! For every donation of food,
$2.00 will be waived from your over-
due fines. This does NOT include
any reduction on lost or damaged
items. 

MUSICAL MOMENTS. Ages 6 - 12
mos., 10:15 -10:45 a.m.; ages 13 -
36+ mos., 11 -11:30 a.m. Thurs.,
Oct. 24 - Nov. 28.  Cost:
$37.50/child with an adult. NEW this
year, an afternoon class: WHEN
IT'S AUTUMN. Ages 2 1/2 - 4, 1-
1:45 p.m., Thurs., Oct. 24 - Nov. 14.
$32.00/child with an adult. Format
similar to Musical Moments. PRE-
REGISTRATION for BOTH music
classes OPENS on Thurs., Sept. 26
at 10:00 a.m. 

READ WITH ME. Introduce your
baby to the world of books, learn the
process of language development,
and meet other parents. Ages 2 -
12+ mos. Free, but pre-register in
person, starting Sept. 26.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES.  Family
storytime, along with rhymes and
crafts for ages 2 1/2 - 4. Choose
Mon. OR Tues., Oct. 21/22 - Nov.
25/26. Free DROP-IN CLASSES
and do NOT require pre-registra-
tion.  

LUNCH at the LEGION: 'The
Great Escape:  A Canadian Story'
Wed., Oct. 9, noon-2:30 pm., at the
Royal Canadian Legion. Ted Barris
will discuss his newest book, the
true account of 80 airmen crawling
through a 336 foot tunnel, to escape
a prisoner-of-war camp. The intri-
cate breakout, more than a year in
the making, was largely co-ordinat-
ed by Canadians, not as is por-
trayed in the Hollywood version!
Get tickets at the library,$12.00
(incl.tax),$10.00 Veterans & Legion
members.     

VOLUNTEER HOURS: Teens look-
ing to earn hours are invited to sign
up for one of two partnering pro-
grams:  1.READING BUDDIES, a

Notice to Property
Owners

MPAC (the Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation) has become
aware that a person (or persons) is plac-
ing phone calls to property owners claim-
ing to represent MPAC and asking for
personal information.  MPAC has report-
ed these incidents to the Ontario
Provincial Police. 
MPAC does not make calls to collect per-
sonal information. If you receive a phone
call from anyone claiming to represent
MPAC and requesting personal informa-
tion, please do not provide it. If you have
any questions or receive such calls,
please call MPAC's Customer Contact
Centre at 1 877 635 6722. Go to
www.mpac.ca for further details and
information.

NOTICE

CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

BOARD APPOINTMENT

The Council of the Township of Uxbridge is
now inviting applications from members of
the public who are qualified electors of the
Township and wish to have their names
considered for one appointment as an
alternate member to the Committee of
Adjustment.

Any persons interested in offering their
services by accepting an appointment to
this Committee are invited to submit a let-
ter of interest along with a completed
Volunteer - Committee Member
Application Form, available at the Clerk's
Department or on the Township of
Uxbridge website under Committees and
Initiatives, to the undersigned by Friday,
October 4.
Any questions regarding this appointment

may be directed to Debbie Leroux, Clerk.
Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

culturedays
createparticipatecelebrate september 27, 28 & 29, 2013

In Honour of Culture Days 
The Leaskdale Historic Site, 

Home of Lucy Maud Montgomery 
1911-1926, 

will celebrate with free tours to all 
visitors to the site on Saturday,

September 28, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Maud's Favorite Things 
Artisans and Craft Sale
November 9th and 10th

LMMSO

Are you an artisan or crafter?
We have a few spots left for our 

sale at the Historic Leaskdale Church.
11850 Regional Road 1, Leaskdale

Call today to reserve your spot.
905-852-5284 or 905-862-0808

reading support program for grds. 1-3,
including French Immersion.,Tues. nights
and Wed. afternoons. Call Robyn for
details. 2.COMPUTER TUTOR for
SENIORS, a one-on-one opportunity to
work with adults for technical assistance
on a variety of electronic devices.  Call
Corrinne for details. 

Sponsorship forms and buttons are available from township offices, libraries or Pet Valu stores in Uxbridge and
Port Perry. Sponsorship forms and more information at www.animal-shelter.ca or New Animal Shelter for
Uxbridge-Scugog Facebook page. Online sponsorship options (for credit/debit card or PayPal donations) avail-
able through www.CanadaHelps.org/GivingPages. Tax receipts issued for donations of $20 or more. Charitable
number 85317 3300 RR001

UXBRIDGE 
SENIOR CITIZEN’S 

CLUB IS 
CELEBRATING 50

YEARS!

To celebrate their 
50th anniversary,

the Uxbridge Senior Citizens
Club 

is hosting an 
Open House

on 
Saturday, October 5th, 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

at the Uxbridge Seniors
Centre 

75 Marietta Street.

For further information, please
contact Linda Shanks at 905-

852-6494



Notice of Local Residents Meeting
Brookdale Road Culvert Replacement, Township of Uxbridge

Class Environmental Assessment Study

The Study
The Township of Uxbridge, through their engineering consultant Chisholm, Fleming and Associates, has initiated a Class
Environmental Assessment for the proposed culvert replacement on Brookdale Road, about 300 m north of Foxfire Chase, west
of Lake Ridge Road (Regional Road 23) and south of Reach Street (Regional Road 8), Township of Uxbridge, Ontario. The exist-
ing concrete culvert requires replacement due to structural deterioration in both headwalls, lack of roadside safety and localized
road embankment erosion necessitating recurring maintenance. 

The Process
This project is planned as a Schedule 'B' project as outlined in the Municipal
Engineer's Association (MEA) Municipal Class Environmental Assessment
(October 2000, as amended in 2007 & 2011), which is an approved process
under the Environmental Assessment Act.
A key component of the study is consultation with interested stakeholders (pub-

lic and agencies). One Public Information Centre (PIC) was held on May 16,
2013 as part of the consultation process, at which the project and scope was
presented; alternative solutions and the evaluation criteria were reviewed; and
the environmental impacts and mitigation measures were presented and dis-
cussed. 

The Local Residents Meeting will be held on Thursday, September 18, 2013
at 7:00 p.m. The venue will be the Seniors Centre at 75 Marietta Street.            

Comments Invited
If you have any questions or comments regarding the study, or wish to be added to the study mailing list, please contact any of
the following project team members:         

Personal information will be collected under the authority of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O., c. 24, as amended, and
will be used by the Township of Uxbridge for the purpose of providing further notification regarding the Class EA
Study. Any questions regarding the collection of this information should be directed to the Freedom of Information
and Privacy Coordinator at 905-640-1910 or 1-855-642-8697 ext 2222. With the exception of personal information,
all comments will become part of the public record.
This Notice first issued September 10, 2013.
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TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

Uxbridge Arena
Full-Time Attendant

The Township of Uxbridge is looking for an ener-
getic, reliable individual for a full- time Arena
Attendant position. The position will include
working a variety of day, night and weekend
shifts.

Preference will be given to individuals that pos-
sess skills in Olympia Operations, Ice
Maintenance, Janitorial Duties and Customer
Service. Any related refrigeration courses will be
an asset.
The following requirements must be met before

the applicant will be considered for the position:
• Valid Driver's license
• Driver's abstract less than three (3) months old
must be submitted with resume
• The successful candidate will be required to
have a medical examination with a doctor of the
Township's choice.
• The successful candidate must provide a crim-
inal records check. 

Applications will be received until Friday,
October 4 at 4:30 p.m. by:
Ben Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S

Director of Public Works & Operations
email:  bkester@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Fax:  905-852-9674

UXBRIDGE WATERSHED ADVISORY COMMITTEE (UWAC) & 
UXBRIDGE ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMITTEE (UECC) 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

The Township of Uxbridge Watershed Advisory Committee and the Energy Conservation
Committee are accepting nominations for the Environmental Achievement Award.  

This award recognizes any environmental projects that can be related in any way to water-
shed protection and or restoration, water quality improvements or 

energy conservation related initiatives.
Nominations are open to any individual, group, club, corporation or organization that reflects

and meets the scope of the award as outlined above. Submissions should include a 500 word
or less description of the nominee. Pictures, reference letters or other pertinent information

can be included with submissions.
Nominations must be submitted to the undersigned no later than November 29th, 2013.

Further details and submission requirements can be found on the Township of Uxbridge
Website at www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or by contacting the Clerks Department.

Debbie Leroux
Director of Legislative Services/Clerk

dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
MUSEUM 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
SEEKING NEW 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

2010-2014

The Council of the Township of Uxbridge is now inviting appli-
cations from members of the public who are qualified electors
of the Township and wish to have their names considered for
appointment as a memeber to the Museum Advisory
Committee.
Any person interested in offering their services by accepting

an appointment to this Committee are invited to submit a let-
ter of interest along with a completed Volunteer-Committee
Member Application Form, available at the Clerk’s
Department or on the Township of Uxbridge website under
Committees and Initiatives, to the undersigned by Friday,
September 27th, 2013. 

The Uxbridge Historical Centre's mandate is to collect, pre-
serve, display, and interpret artifacts, documents, and photos
that relate to the heritage of the Uxbridge Township area. 

The proposed Museum Advisory Committee's areas of
responsibilities will include recommendations to council and
township staff on operation, management, direction setting,
planning and policy.    

We are looking for six to eight members, with some repre-
sentation from the following stakeholders: Historical Society,
Education, Genealogical Society, Seniors' organization,
Agriculture, Tourism, Youth representative (secondary school
- 1 year term concurrent with school year). 
Any questions regarding this appointments may be directed

to the Clerk.
Debbie Leroux, Township Clerk
Telephone:  905 852-9181    Fax:   905-852-9674
Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Ben Kester, C.E.T.
Director of Public Works 
Township of Uxbridge
51 Toronto Street South, 
P.O. Box 190
Uxbridge, ON L9P 1T1 
Telephone: 905-852-9181 
x215
Fax: 905-852-9674
E-mail: bkester@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Mike Wilson, C.E.T.
Consultant Project Manager
Chisholm, Fleming and Associates
317 Renfrew Drive, 
Suite 301
Markham, ON L3R 9S8
Telephone: 905-474-1458 x232
Toll Free: 1-888-241-4149
Fax: 905-474-1910
E-mail: mike.wilson@chisholmfleming.com

Andrea Carroll, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Engineer
Chisholm, Fleming and Associates
317 Renfrew Drive, 
Suite 301
Markham, ON L3R 9S8
Telephone: 905-474-1458 x241
Toll Free: 1-888-241-4149
Fax: 905-474-1910
E-mail: andrea.carroll@chisholmfleming.com

online at
www.thecosmos.ca

Check us out!
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or
refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any
advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or
any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copy-
righted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

The fuss about the Foster

Letters to the Editor
Once again, Uxbridge has been very
generous in assisting those less for-
tunate. The Salvation Army School
Back Pack program has been very
successful due to the generosity of
our local Staples store and a local
angel, Barb Hamilton.
This program assists our local chil-

dren/youths in enjoying their time
in school. 
We are now booking volunteers for

our Kettle drive at Zehrs again this
year. Zehrs has always been very
generous in giving us time to pro-
mote and fundraise for our many
programs run by the Salvation
Army.

Please call 905-640-3966 or
bnortheast@powergate.ca to book a
time to assist us at the Kettle. Thank
you. 

Bev Northeast
Chair of Salvation Army

Uxbridge

After reading Ms. Maynard's letter
in the September 12th edition, we
felt it was extremely important to
respond to her comments.

Travis Smalley worked as the sum-
mer student at the Foster for the
past two years, specifically to con-
duct tours and he is currently
attending Wilfred Laurier
University in Waterloo, Ontario in
the Honours music program.  

It is interesting to note that in her
very first sentence, Ms. Maynard
admits that she had not even read
Travis' letter, but instead relied
upon someone else's opinion of the
letter from Travis.

I find it most curious that Ms.
Maynard describes the Memorial as
a "millstone around the necks of
Uxbridge taxpayers" and further,
"that is the mystery surrounding the
funds left behind by the "Fosters"
for the maintenance of their boat
anchor".

The Memorial was built by Mr.
Thomas Foster and was opened on
October 25, 1936, during a ceremo-
ny in which the building was dedi-
cated as a non-denominational and
consecrated space. Mr. Foster com-
missioned the building as a memo-
rial to his late wife Elizabeth and
beloved daughter Ruby. The final
resting place for the three is the in
the beautifully marked crypts on the
south side interior.

In his will, Mr. Foster did specify
how the funds in his estate were to
be used.  These included bequests to
hospitals, for hardworking char
women, for newsboys, for an annu-
al picnic for children on the
Toronto Island, for children learn-
ing their verses at Sunday school
and of course he left considerable
money to maintain the Foster
Memorial in perpetuity. The admin-
istration of the funds for the
Memorial was assigned to and done
by a trust company and really, the
only "mystery" is why said trust
company failed in its due diligence
to manage the funds responsibly
and instead, allowed the entire prin-
ciple amount to be improperly
depleted. It was for this reason that
the Township of Uxbridge acquired
the building in early 1990.

In her comments, Ms. Maynard
makes a reference to Uxbridge's
Music Hall, implying that somehow
the Foster Memorial is simply a
music hall. As previously referenced,
this building was dedicated as a con-
secrated space, as well as a perma-
nent mausoleum for Thomas
Foster's immediate family.  The very
essence of its design, created a space
that is acoustically exquisite, which
has become the desired venue for
musical artists far and wide.

As far as Ms. Maynard's con-
tention that the building is on the
verge of collapse, such is simply not

the case.
From her letter, I would assume

that Ms. Maynard has never actual-
ly visited the Foster Memorial. I
extend a very warm invitation to
Ms. Maynard for a personal tour, so
that she can see and experience this
one of a kind building right here in
Uxbridge.

Hilary A. Balmer
Vice President

Foster Memorial Committee.
Uxbridge

The Thomas Foster Memorial has
been a real topic of conversation
lately.

The letter published  from Kathy
Wasylenky (the president of the
Lucy Maud Montgomery commit-
tee) several weeks ago certainly has
people talking, it's giving light on
the Foster Memorial that advertis-
ing can't buy - thank-you.

The letter last week by Ms.
Maynard,  however, was not con-
structive or supportive in any
manor, and when the  Committee
feels it's being attacked, that's NOT
ok! We are volunteers with a passion
to see the Foster Memorial be pre-
served and enjoyed by all.
Why would you think of the Foster

as a boat anchor, Ms. Maynard?
When you’re not on the committee
to know what it takes to promote,
maintain and enjoy it...

To say it is a "mill stone" around
the necks of Uxbridge tax payers, up
until now the Foster has had the
least amount of monies spent on it,
compared to the other Heritage
buildings the township owns. 

The Thomas Foster Memorial is
owned by the Township, and like
any township-owned building, it
requires maintenance. That which is
paid for by the taxpayers. 

...continued on page 7

When Thomas Foster built his memorial south of Leaskdale during the depression, for the
unfathomable sum of $250,000, a lot of local folks were up in arms.

“How can you spend all that money on an empty building?” they asked. “There are so many
better ways to use it.”

They had a point. So do all the various readers who've chimed in over the last month or so
regarding the current plans to spend more than four times that amount on badly needed reno-
vations for the Foster Memorial, particularly for its leaking roof. The letters (there are a few
more in this week's issue) have focussed on the heritage value of the building, and whether the
money spent will see value down the road.
A fundamental difference between 1935 and now, as Kathy Wasylenky has pointed out repeat-

edly, is that when Thomas Foster built the mausoleum, he owned the site, and the $250,000 was
his own money. As he often replied to his critics, he was free to do as he liked with his own
money. 

Today, however, the building belongs to the Township (i.e. the taxpayers), and the repair bill
is likely to be borne largely by us, whether through the municipality, the province or the feder-
al government. So the question, we think, is a fair one: Is the expenditure of almost a million
dollars on fixing the Foster, a worthy use of taxpayers' dollars?

Ms. Wasylenky, of course, is the president of the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society, and there-
fore knows a thing or two about raising funds. Over the last few years, the LMMSO has found a
hefty amount to restore the Leaskdale Manse, buy the old St. Paul's Church in the village, and
stage an international conference to recognize the centennial of Montgomery's arrival in the
township. According to LMMSO officials we talked to, those three efforts cost about $500,000,
of which only about 20% came from tax money.

When it comes to raising funds, of course, the LMMSO has a couple of distinct advantages: the
two wee plaques on the manse's front lawn, one from the Ontario government, another from
the feds, which proclaim the site as having significant heritage value. The Foster has no such
plaques. 

The manse's plaques came about largely through the tireless efforts of one woman, Wilda
Clark. The Foster needs such an advocate, and it needs one now.

A lot of the current argument surrounding the Foster concerns its heritage value. With respect,
we suggest that none of our readers is qualified to answer that question. We have no idea how
long it takes to get one of those little plaques on the lawn, but if Wilda was able to get the
process accelerated for the manse, perhaps it can happen for the Foster as well. The Friends of
the Foster need to put together a comprehensive case for the building's value, adding the need
for the urgency of renovations, and take it to the powers-that-be with both Ontario Culture and
Parks Canada. If it is possible to get those plaques (and the effort is long overdue), fundraising
will become immeasurably easier. 
Beyond the chasing of the plaques, the Foster group needs to be less focused on programming,

and more on saving the building. As Ms. Wasylenky suggests, Uxbridge is famous for getting
behind projects it believes in, and pushing them over the top. Now that the Skate Park and
Splash Pad (and the Leaskdale Manse) are done, perhaps the Foster can now be the favoured
charity for local service groups.
When the Township took over the Foster a couple of decades ago, the estimated bill for repairs

was less than $100,000. Now, because that work was allowed to languish, the cost has increased
ten-fold. Obviously, if the Foster is to be preserved (and we believe it should be), it's a matter
of great urgency. Of more urgency, we suggest, than two other municipal buildings projected to
eat up a lot of taxpayer dollars over the next few years - a new swimming pool and a new fire-
hall.
Our challenge to Council - postpone one of those projects awhile and re-allocate the funds to

the Foster. Their response will tell us what they think of the Memorial's ongoing value to
Uxbridge.



This is why I sing
If you look at my business card, you'll read that I list myself as a “vocalist” (yes,

we have business cards too.) Though you may roll your eyes or snicker at my possibly pretentious use of the
word “vocalist” as my vocation, I'd like you to know that I use the term, because it truly describes not only
what I do, but who I am. Allow me to elaborate.

Though I've always sung - to myself, to my teddy and to My Little Ponies, in mimicry of my big sister and
later on in choirs and other vocal ensembles at school - it was only during a moment of intense clarity, back
in 2008, that I really became a singer. 

I was about to turn 29 and that year, I had allowed myself to take a step back from my acting career - such
as it was. I hadn't performed as an actor for about a year. I had just started taking a jazz singing class once
a week and I LOVED it. I used to call it my “session class,” as it was a once-a-week opportunity to learn a new
standard (jazz tune) and then sing it with a real live trio. When I wasn't floating on air in my session class, I
was slogging it out as a hostess in a fancy North Toronto restaurant, trying to pay my rent and forget about
how disillusioned I had become with the acting biz. On a particularly busy afternoon at the restaurant, I had
to welcome my most feared surly regular. A wealthy pit-bull of a man with a voice that sounded like an Orson
Welles hangover and a face like a handbag. Every time he patronized the restaurant he'd ask us the same
question: “Who the hell do I have to f*** to be able to smoke on your patio?” To which I would cheerfully
reply: “Actually, that would be Dalton McGuinty.” 

On this specific day, the restaurant had treated him and his predictably cold wife to a very fine anniversary
meal - a great table, a specially tailored menu, etc. When he left, I helped him with his jacket, thanked him
for his business and asked, not thinking, if “you guys” had had a nice time. He gave me a pointedly hard time
and insisted - without a hint of sarcasm - that I call him “sir” because “what the hell kind of place is this,
McDonald's?” I took his belittling very much to heart, bawled my eyes out privately in the coat check and
wished on him some fairly nasty ailments. I decided that I hated my life. 
For the rest of the day, this feeling of downheartedness weighed on me more heavily than ever before. What

the hell had I done with myself at almost 30 years old? Was I to be condemned to a life of virtual servitude
to entitled old trolls insisting I call them “sir”? Now, I suppose if I was a praying woman, I'd have said that
someone must have been listening to my confusion and plea for direction. You see, later that night, I sang in
a sort of talent show made up of the many skilled writers, comics, musicians and actors of a catering compa-
ny that I worked for in addition to my hosting job at the restaurant. For my part of the show that evening, I
chose to sing Leonard Cohen's “Hallelujah” - a song I had loved for many years but never attempted to sing
as a soloist. I got up on stage in the gloomy club we had rented for the show, made a couple of mini quiche-
centered catering jokes, introduced the tune and finally, began to sing. Mid-song something happened. I had
an epiphany. The room was dead quiet. Everyone was listening. The pianist was with me, the room was with
me and finally, with a new feeling of space in my head and in my heart, I was with me. After this terrible, dis-
heartening day, the only thing that could exorcise how low I felt was what I now call “a good sing.” By the
end of “Hallelujah” I knew that I was a singer and whether I sucked or was a star, I needed singing in my life
to make me a whole and happy human being.

I'm not deluded. Being a jazz vocalist isn't going to win me the Nobel Prize, or an Olympic medal, nor will
it likely make me a mountain of money, but it definitely makes me a more expressive person, and conse-
quently, a more balanced and compassionate mother and individual. You can bet that, if one day I'm ever
faced with the polite flattery of a young hostess, I will most certainly never order her to call me “sir.”

By the way, if you'd like to see me do what I do best, I'll be singing with jazz pianist and arranger Mark
Kieswetter and Juno award-winning bassist Ross MacIntyre on October 10th, from 8-10pm at Lula Lounge in
Toronto. More info at Lula.ca
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

Going off half-cocked
I remember it like yesterday. Students in my broadcasting class seemed particularly
rowdy that morning. They didn't appear to want to calm down to take in the lecture.

I'd had an unusually difficult commute to the campus. I began the prerequisite attendance check, couldn't get the stu-
dents to respond and came to a name on the attendance list I sensed had been a regular absentee. She bore the brunt
of my frustration.

“You know, you should pay more attention when I call your name,” I said to the young woman. “If you paid more
attention, perhaps your grades would be better.”
The young woman looked devastated. My heart sank. And I wished in that instant (I'm sure you've been there) that

I could have reached out, grabbed the words I'd just spat out and crammed them back into my mouth. I realized I
should have thought a second longer before I said something as hurtful as that. Of course, that wasn't the only time
I've done that. I know I likely did it to our daughters. I'm sure I've done it to some of my working colleagues and
closest friends. But probably because our girls are blood and since my friends are loyal, they take those kinds of off-
handed remarks with a grain of salt.

The problem, these days however, is that going off half-cocked tends to be more frequent, more dangerous and
cause greater harm than it might have, even a few years ago. For one thing, social media provide plenty of avenues
for reactive response - via Facebook or Twitter - but none of the safeguards of an editor or restraint. A perfect illus-
tration of the problem emerged this week. The Toronto Fire Service decided to dismiss three of its firefighters over
their tweets about TFS recruiting more women into the service. The National Post published several of the firefight-
ers' knee-jerk remarks.

“Reject a woman and she will never let it go,” one Tweet said. “I'd never let a woman kick my ass,” another said.
And the insensitivity went downhill from there.

That's not to say if Twitter hadn't provided an outlet for the firefighters' misogynist points of view that the world
might never have known their attitudes. My guess is that any capable platoon commander on the force would have
recognized their unacceptable attitudes and have meted out discipline. It's possible, however, that because going off
half-cocked these days is so public, so open and available in 140 characters or on millions of users' Activity Logs, that
these three firefighters have suffered more immediate consequences than if they'd made such remarks in the fire-
hall locker room.

To emphasize the speed of these sorts of events, when instantaneous response is expected and sometimes even
demanded, I remember a conversation, some years ago, with a lawyer in town. This was when the facsimile machine
was a relatively new communication tool, designed to speed up the delivery and return of information. Back then, the
lawyer remembered, clients were beginning to fax him their legal questions and consequently expected an immedi-
ate fax back with his legal advice. He lamented that the protocol of the fax demanded he answer pronto, instead of
taking a day or so to research, distil and contemplate a more thoughtful response to the legal problem posed. The
medium demanded action, ASAP!

But the human shortcoming remains. For whatever reasons - the ease of technology, a poor sense of restraint, or
even failings of our (formal or informal) education system - more than ever before our reactive instincts are overrid-
ing our reflective ones. Perhaps that explains such things as road rage, proroguing Parliament, violence between
youngsters in the schoolyard, and a lower tolerance level of those who don't think, behave or look exactly the way
we do. My guess is, given the outrage at home and across the country, that Quebec Premier Pauline Marois might be
having second thoughts about her proposed Charter of Values. Among other things, the legislation targets religious
symbols - such as yarmulkes, crucifixes and hijabs - being worn by public servants. In just one week, the premier has
seen public support - even inside Quebec - slip from a strong majority to less than 50 per cent. 

“I don't have any comments about the reaction of the street,” Marois said on Monday; in other words, she's refus-
ing to admit she may have underestimated the Quebec public's tolerance for her impulsive legislation.
For the record, I apologized (publicly and privately) to the young woman in my class for my outburst. To boot, when

I checked her file, I discovered that she had a good attendance record and decent grades. I had inappropriately made
her the scapegoat of my frustration that morning. 

I don't believe in muzzling either public debate or personal opinion. Indeed, this column benefits from the freedom
of speech enshrined in our Charter of Rights and Freedoms. On the other hand, a bit of self-imposed restraint and
sober second thought before hitting the send button might go a long way to preserving reputations and creating fewer
victims. 

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com

life in the big city
column by Whitney Ross-Barris

OUR PRICES CONTINUE TO “FALL” AT CANADIAN TIRE UXBRIDGE!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 
Everyday!

-50’C 
Plumbing
Antifreeze

$456ONLY
each

Everyday!

5 pack 
Yard Waste
Bags

$199ONLY
each

Everyday!

16”x25”x1” 
Garrison Allergen
Furnace Filters

$999ONLY
pkg.

Package of 2

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”



Time
marches
on

It is
quite a shock to come to the
realization that one has finally
reached an age where one must
give up certain things one has
loved for a long time.
I came to such a realization this

past weekend.
For more than 40 years, I and

members of my family have been
going camping on Boyd Island
in Pigeon Lake, just east of
Bobcaygeon. The island is large
and deserted. No cottages or
infrastructure of any kind.
Camping on Boyd Island is a
wilderness experience. The only
way to reach the island is by boat
and everything has to be taken
in. There is no fresh drinking

water, for example.
Camping there, however, is

really "getting away from it all".
No adjacent campsites to disturb
the tranquility, no cars racing by.
Just us and Mother Nature.
My sweetheart and I went there

this weekend, our first trip away
together in many moons and we
had been looking forward to it
eagerly. We rented a 15-foot
fishing boat with a 15hp out-
board motor and loaded the gear
into it.
The gear consisted of tent, tarp,

bedding, air matress and pump,
food, full water jug, kitchen bag,
utility bag, camp chairs, table,
bags of firewood - (one is never
sure of finding enough dead
wood for fires) - and our own
personal bags. All this had to be
carried about 100 yards from the
car to the boat and then stowed
safely. Arriving on the island, we

then had to unload the boat and
set up camp.

From Friday evening to
Saturday evening, a north wind
blew without letup and it was
cold, so cold that even sitting
next to the campfire didn't help.
For most of Saturday we just sat

by the fire, although the temper-
ature improved somehwat to
about 16 C. Most of our enter-
tainment came from watching a
group of young adults on a
houseboat that they inexplicably
brought right into the shore in
the farthest and shallowest cor-
ner of our little camping bay and
became stuck. Finally, a couple
of the young men jumped into
the water and pulled the house-
boat out into deeper waters so

that they could drive away. All
the while, two nubile young
ladies passed the time dancing
on the upper deck, completely
unconcerned.
Then on Sunday afternoon it

was time to break camp and
pack up all the gear again. And
once again laboriously and by
now painfully, load it back into
the boat. Arriving back on the
mainland, we unloaded the boat
a second time and re-traced our
steps the hundred yards back to
the car, to load the gear back in.
The job was not made any easier
by the fact that all the lifting and
carrying and bending and stoop-
ing had given my sweetheart a
very sore back. 
When we finally arrived back in

Uxbridge it
was all
either of us
could do to

climb out of the car, our limbs
were so stiff. What should have
been a restful and relaxing week-
end left us both physically
drained, sore and aching. 

Now I know that my trips to
Boyd Island have of necessity
come to an end. I have reached
an age where I no longer have
the strength or the stamina to
endure the rigors of wilderness
camping. 
It seems a shame that these glo-

rious camping experiences must
come to an end, but it also seems
that if wisdom truly does come
with age one must be willing to
admit that time marches on and
the body falters. 
Tell me, am I wrong?
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Looking for some great exercise or an evening out
to do something as a couple? 

Looking to learn a new thing AND impress your friends
or buy a special gift for someone?

Come and join Ballroom Dance for beginners this fall.

Where: Uxbridge Arena Community Room
When: Wednesday evenings 7:00pm – 9:00pm
Starting: September 25 through November 27, 2013

10 weeks for only $290.00 per couple
To register: Contact Marta Croly at 905-903-6437 

or via e-mail at martamac1@yahoo.ca

lessons for beginners
are back this fall

It’s Back!

Marta and Mark Look Forward to seeing you!

Am I Wrong?  column by Roger Varley



...continued from page 4

Unfortunately,  the Foster Memorial
is not your average building. It does 
and will require special attention re:
repairs if it is to maintain its beauty
and heritage status.

Believe me, the price tag attached
is overwhelming.  The Friends of
the Thomas Foster Memorial com-
mittee has worked very hard to pro-
mote the Foster with its Friday
night concerts and tours during the
summer to help raise funds,
through $4 per person tours and
donations, to assist in the smaller
more manageable repairs and main-
tenance within our scope.  

We know the township does not
have the financial means to cover
the cost of all the repairs needed for
the Foster; that is why over the years
we/the township have applied for
grants in the past  to assist. There is
a deadline of this November for a
Trillium Grant submission, and the
Foster Committee is currently
working on getting the necessary
forms filled out. Then it's up to the
Ontario Government to deem us
worthy of the grant. 
Uxbridge has many heritage attrac-

tions to enjoy, we all rely on each
other to bring in tourists.  We need
to support each other and work
together.

The Thomas Foster Memorial is a
unique Byzantine structure to

Uxbridge, it currently is NOT a
dangerous building as Ms. Maynard
stated, if your wondering what all
the fuss is about please join us on a
Friday night and see for yourself.

Michelle Baker
President

The Friends of the 
Thomas Foster Memorial

As a 2-year newbie to the Uxbridge
area, I have found the Friday night
concerts at the Thomas Foster
building to be a wonderful experi-
ence. Each concert is completely
different, enhancing a varied and
lively musical experience for us all
to enjoy.

My heart is filled with gratitude to
all those who assist to create these
awesome events for several months
in the year.

Eleanor Joy
Mount Albert

We want to thank Conrad Boyce for
bringing the 'North' to Uxbridge
with his superb one man show
Eldorado. 

Both of us have been fortunate to
many visits to the Yukon,
NorthWest Territories and Alaska
following the hiking and canoeing
trails of the past. Conrad's depiction
of the historical times and beauty of
the north from his experiences and
from Robert Service's poems are
exact. Hopefully, A Night in the

Klondike gave those in the audi-
ences an appetite to make a visit.
You will find yourself at all the
places Conrad and Robert Service

spoke of.  
We recognize the Yukon is a long

distance away. Start by visiting the
modern city of  Whitehorse and the
historically recreated Dawson City
and one will yearn for more.
August is a perfect time to visit as
the fall colours of brilliant reds of
the low bush willows and yellows of
the trembling aspens start to show
and daylight is still into the late
evening. Drive, if you can, by car or
bus tour to get the true feeling of
the vastness and endless blue-blue
sky around you. Once you have
experienced 'the North'  the words
and images of our nation anthem
'Oh Canada' will now have your
memories as you sing louder and
prouder.

Lillian and Pat Hall
Port Perry

As the sun shone and glistened off
the chrome, it was the start of
another milestone. It was Tuesday
August 31 - the 3rd Annual Ride to
Remember, and riders rocked the
town with sounds of their motorcy-
cles riding in and out of Uxbridge. 
This year, the ride tripled in size to

63 motorcycles, many with two rid-
ers, many woman riders, from trikes
to cruisers. The ride consisted of a
200 km scenic ride starting in
Uxbridge where the riders gathered
and met in the Canadian Tire park-

ing lot.  Riders, family and friends
wearing their custom orange Ride
to Remember t-shirts filled the
parking lot. Tim Horton's spon-
sored morning refreshments for
every orange shirt there. As the rid-
ers gathered you could feel the
ambiance and emotion in the air.
Instruction and details of the ride
were given. The sound of the
engines starting filled the air send-
ing out goose bumps to everyone
there to support. With assistance
from the Durham Police, riders
were able to safely depart from
the Wellwood/Toronto Street and
Conc 6/Toronto Street intersec-
tions. Thank you for your sup-
port.
We were greatly blessed this year.

The response from our sponsors
and donations received was
tremendous. They were influen-
tial on our success. We could not

have done it without their support.
Last year we raised over $8600, and
this year we raised$12,534! On Sept
12th, Brent's birthday, the Foster
family will present Bereaved
Families of Durham with a dona-
tion cheque in his honour. On
behalf of the Ride to Remember  -
thank you to ALL!

Donna Sherrard
Uxbridge
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Letters to the Editor

Tom Doherty
BA, MDiv

Counselling and Psychotherapy
Individual, Couple and Family

tom@dohertycounselling.com
www.dohertycounselling.com

905.640.4839
416.910.7284



Our congratulations to all winners
at the local Fall Fairs in the past few
weeks. We have certainly enjoyed
having autumn weather during the
past week.

Thanks to everyone who remem-
bered us with cards and telephone
calls on our 60th wedding anniver-
sary. George anad I enjoyed a
luncheon cruise aboard the R.M.S.
Segwun on Lake Muskoka on
September 7 to mark the occasion.

Real Life, Real Women, the ladies
retreat 2013 is on October 4 - 6 at
Silver Eagle Lodge, Haliburton.
On October 4th and 5th, the
Men';s Conference takes place in

Hamilton.  Details on
both are available on
the 'Neighbourhood
News' board at the

church.
Juliette Harrison returned home

Monday from a two-week trip to
Edmonton
and area.
While there,
she visited
with several
friends, and
r e p o r t e d
having an
e n j o y a b l e
holiday.

St. Paul's
L e a s k d a l e
K i d s z o n e
and Young

Peoples' Groups are back for the
news season. Check the church web
site for information.
www.stpaulsleaskdale.com

Congratulations to Byron and
Sarah Kennedy (Voff ) who were
married recently. Best wishes to

both of you.
Gail Smith participated in the

Walk to End Breast Cancer on
September 7 - 8 in Toronto, and
found it to be a very rewarding
experience. Thanks, Gail, for this
huge effort.

Our best wishes to Eric and Kristen
Langdon (Scott), who were married
last Saturday in cottage country.
Congratulations to you both.

Several area folks are attending the
International Ploughing Match this
week near Mitchell, Ontario.

Thurs., Sept. 19, USS POST
SECONDARY INFORMATION
NIGHT, USS CAFETERIA, All
Parents  and Students Welcome!!

Thurs., Sept. 19, Introductory
dinner for ALPHA. Trinity
United and Baptist Church offering
7-week course exploring Meaning
of Life. Care to find out? 6:30
p.m., open discussion. 905-852-
213 for further information and to
reserve a spot. Free to all.

Thurs., Sept. 19: Beef Dinner,
Goodwood Community Centre.
4:30 p.m., $15, tickets at door.
905-640-1781 or 905-640-3347

Fri., Sept. 20, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 10+
km fast pace hike with hills. No
dogs please. Meet at parking area
on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161

Fri., Sept. 20: 1st Roxy Kids
in Action meeting for
2013/14 (17th year!) 4 - 5 p.m.
at the Roxy Theatre. New members
welcome.

Sat., Sept. 21, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. No dogs
please. Meet at the trail entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161

Sat., Sept 21, Victorian
Paper Crafts Workshop,
Uxbridge Historical Centre, 10
a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Ages 8-14, $15.
905-852-5854

Sat., Sept. 21: Open House
at Axis Chiropractic &
Wellness. 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Enjoy light refresh-
ments and snacks.

Sun., Sept. 22, “Paws to
Love” Pet Fun Day, 11 a.m.
Traditional smudging ceremony,
presentations on pet-related topics.
Admission by donation, in support
of veterinary care for injured and
homeless animals at the Uxbridge-
Scugog Animal Shelter.

Sun., Sept. 22, 2.00 p.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km slow to moderate pace loop
hike. Well-mannered dogs wel-
come. Meet at parking area on the
east side of 6th Conc. 2 km south
of Durham 21, at Albright Rd.
Contact: Brian & Kathy Clark 905
841 9757

Mon., Sept. 23, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Glen Major 2.5 hr., slow to
moderate pace. Well-mannered
dogs welcome. Join us for lunch
afterwards. Meet at parking lot on
east side of Conc. 6, 5.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21 or 0.5 km north
of Uxbridge/Pickering Town Line.
Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage
905 853 2407

Wed., Sept. 25, 9:30 a.m.
Oak Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Clubine/Norton & Al Shaw.
15+ km, 4 hr. fast pace hike there
and back. No dogs please. Meet
at parking area on the east side of
Conc. 6, 2 km south of Durham 21
at Albright Rd. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161

Wed., Sept. 25: 3rd Annual
Youth Short Film Festival, 7
p.m., Roxy Theatre. Tickets at door
$10.

Wed., Sept. 25: RTO Coffee
Hour at Tim Hortons, Uxbridge,
10-11 a.m. Retired educational &
support staff are invited by District
28 for coffe and treat, last Wed. of
every month.

Wed., Sept. 25, Diabetes-
Focused Grocery Store &
Pharmacy Tour with a regis-
tered dietician and registered
nurse. Store tour - 7 p.m., Vince’s

Market. Pharmacy tour - 8 p.m.,
Shoppers Drug Mart. Free. Contact
905-852-9771, ext. 5260 for info.
Drop-ins welcome.

Sept. 27 & 28, The Dowling
Scrolls, Uxbridge Historical
Centre, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 905-852-
5854 

Sat., Sept. 28: TIFF Kids Film
Festival, sponsored by Roxy Kids
in Action, 9 a.m., Roxy Theatre, all
tickets at door, $4.

Sat., Sept. 28, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike.
Meet at the trial entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905 830 2862

Sun., Sept. 29, Outdoor Art
Workshop for Youth, Uxbridge
Historical Centre, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Ages 10-14. Free. 905-852-5854

Sun., Sept. 29: Mission sun-
day with “Gospel for Asia” at
Goodwood Baptist Church, 11
a.m. All welcome.

Sun., Sept. 29, 138th
Anniversary Service, Siloam
United Church, 2:30 p.m.
Entertainment by The Reflections
and Hannah Klose. Refreshments
to follow.

Sun., Sept. 29: Blessing of
the Animals, St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, Uxbridge. 3 p.m. Free will
offering to the new Animal Shelter.

Sun., Sept. 29: Family Music
Night, hosted by the Uxbridge
branch of the Canadian Bible
Society. “Bon Accord” performs
aith-inspired music in a variety of
styles. Trinity United Church, 7:30
p.m. $10, children under 12 free.
Refreshments will be served.

Wed., Oct. 2: 13th Annual
Short Film Festival, in partner-
ship with TIFF. Tickets on sale now
at Presents and the Roxy box
office.

Wed., Oct. 2, Community
Forum, Caring for Your Water
Well. Goodwood Community

Centre, 7 - 9 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 3: 16th Annual
Rotary Thanksgiving Dinner
for Uxbridge seniors,
Uxbridge Seniors' Centre. 5 p.m. ,
open to seniors 65 and over.
Tickets are free(limited to 200) -----
non-perishable food items for the
Food Bank are appreciated and
will be collected at the door.
Tickets can be picked up at
Shoppers Drug Mart Uxbridge or
from the Uxbridge Seniors' Centre
Quilting room , Mon-Thurs, 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m.

Sun., Oct. 6, Music Fest, 10 -
11 a.m. Reachview Gardens,
Uxbridge. We welcome all ages
and talents-singing, playing, instru-
ment, dancing, story-telling, and
our audience is very appreciative.
905-852-6487

Sun., Oct 6, Jazz/Blues day
@ the Thomas Foster
Memorial, 1 - 4 p.m. Different
jazz and blues performers, runs all
afternoon. Donation at the door, a
fundraiser to raise funds to repair
the Foster.
If you want to come out and you
are a jazz or blues entertainer
come out and join us. More info
905-640-3966

Sun., Oct. 6, Harvest Home
Service, Pine Grove Church, 3
p.m. Guest speaker Gord Taylor,
Mt. Zion United Church, music by
Refelctions.

Mon., Oct. 7, Shuffleboard.
Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 a.m.,
Uxbridge Seniors Centre. Pay as
you go.

Wed., Oct. 9, The Sexual
History of Plants, 7:30 p.m.
Flower show featuring chrysanthe-
mums, photo contest, Uxbridge
Senior’s Centre.

Sun., Oct. 13, Closing Season
Thanksgiving Service at Glen
Major Church, 3pm. Pastor
Michael Liew of Goodwood
Baptist Church speaking. All
Welcome.

Line Dance Lessons, every

Thurs. evening, Trinity United
Church, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 905-852-
4655

Trinity United Church Sunday
School Classes, 10 a.m.,
Sundays. This program is geared
to children in kindergarten to
grade 6. Call Diane at 852 6213
for further information.

GriefShare: A weekly seminar
and support group for those griev-
ing the loss of someone
close.Thursdays, Sept. 12 to Dec.
5, 2-4 p.m., Uxbridge Baptist
Church, 7-9 p.m., St. Paul’s
Leaskdale.

Line Dancing Uxbridge Senior’s
Centre, Thursdays, 9 - 11 a.m.
Beginners 9 - 9:30 a.m. 905-852-
7792

Freemasonry: A History
Hidden in Plain Sight, the new
travelling exhibit at the Uxbridge
Historical Centre, continues for the
season. Tours take place Wed. to
Sun. and holidays from 10am to
4pm. Regular tour rates apply. Visit
the website at www.uxbridgehistor-
icalcentre.com or call the museum
at 905-852-5854 for more infor-
mation.

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. in Uxbridge Arena parking
lot. 

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for
those requiring assistance. All
donations are always appreciated.
Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Friday 9 a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good fall and winter
clothing. Proceeds to Cottage
Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at thecos-
mos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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Leaskdale News 
with Helen Harrison



by Nancy Melcher

You may have seen the signs or
heard someone talking about it, but
just what IS the Alpha course?  The
website (www.alphacanada.org)
states, “The Alpha course is an
opportunity to explore the Christian
faith.” 
It's a seven-week program that runs

in various locations, from churches
to cafes, workplaces to prisons.
Geared to youth, adults, students,
seniors, or new Canadians, “it is an
opportunity to discuss any question
in a friendly, casual setting.”

Over 19 million people have
attended Alpha courses in more
than 65 countries around the world.   

“Alpha is an effective and proven
means to invite men and women to

know and understand in a personal
way who Jesus is,” explains the Most
Rev. John Boissonneau, Catholic
Auxiliary Bishop of Toronto.
However, the Alpha course is not
only a Catholic program. It is sup-
ported by all the main Christian
denominations.
Every session begins with a meal or

refreshments, providing participants
with an opportunity to get to know
each other. That's followed by a
short talk examining a different
aspect of the Christian faith, then
there is open discussion. Some of
the topics include: How does God
guide us? Who is Jesus? How can I
develop a relationship with God?
How do I pray?

Trinity United Church and
Uxbridge Baptist Church will both
start a new Alpha course next week.
There's a joint introductory supper
tonight ($10 cost), Thursday
September 19, at 6:30, for people to
find out about what's involved in
the program. 

Trinity's course runs Mondays at
6:30. The Baptist church's course
will be Thursdays, also at 6:30.
Supper is included in the course,
and while there's no charge to
attend, donations are gratefully
accepted. 

Call Trinity (905-852-6213), the
Baptist church (905-852-3662) or
liaison Annette Forkun (905-852-
4665) for details.

THE EXCITEMENT IS BUILDING!

HOME OPENER is SEPTEMBER 27TH!

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!
The Uxbridge Bruins need your help! 
If you can volunteer at Bruins home

games, we want you! 
Call 905-852-3184 or email

brian@investsmart.ca
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our office

number, 905-852-1900, and correctly iden-
tify the location of our photo, will receive a
prize; this week, it’s two tickets to the
Uxbridge Bruins Season Opener on
September 27. Last week’s Viewpoints was
the top of the Uxbridge Library, and was
guessed by Charlie Sebon. Congratulations!

Fall Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix

Wholesale Prices  Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products  • Triple Mix

• Screenings    • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone  • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road    905-852-4974

Open to the Public - 
Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

ORDER YOUR THANKSGIVING TURKEY NOW! DON’T WANT THE FUSS? LET US PRE-
PARE YOUR THANKSGIVING DINNER FOR YOU - COMPLETE WITH ALL THE FIXIN’S!

Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

For more
information call

Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Lots of fresh 
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Buy fresh, buy local!  Our 12th Season!

The final feature car of the 2013 Cruise-In season was a 1951 Chevrolet owned by Gord  and
Lyn Maxey from Bradford Ont. Thank you to everyone, we had a great year!

Photo by Bruce Statton.

Firefighters were called to 57 Main
St. South just after midnight on
September 17.  According to Ken
maynard of the Uxbridge Fire
Department, the fire started at the
front of the building. Neighbours to
the north were evacuated, and the
fire was extinguished. No one was
harmed.

An investigation into the cause of
the fire will be conducted.

“After” photo by Nancy Melcher

Photo by Jonathan
Gladstone

Explaining the Alpha course

photo by Elisa E.
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2014 MEMBERSHIPS
Sign up before Nov. 30th, 2013 and get

FALL RATES 2013
Green Fees $25
SPECIALS
2 can ride for $75 Weekday
2 can ride for $80 Weekend
Twilight rates at 2:00pm10%

Off

AND PLAY THE REST OF 2013
FOR FREE!

by Nancy Melcher

It's not often you get to speak to an
internationally best-selling author,
or one who has won Canada's top
literary prize. Yet you can do that
right here in Uxbridge on Thursday
September 26th.
Books and Authors Night is part of

the annual Celebration of the Arts,
and it's your chance to hear from
some of Canada's best writers. 

Hosted by Uxbridge’s very own
Ted Barris, the evening will feature
Scotiabank Giller Prize 2008 nomi-
nees Mary Swan (The Boy in the
Trees) and Anthony De Sa (Barnacle
Love), and best-selling thriller writer
Linwood Barclay. Barris will inter-
view each author, and they will also

read excerpts from their latest
books. You can also ask questions, as
audience participation is encour-
aged.

Swan's My Ghosts tracks one
Scottish family across 150 years,
unearthing buried secrets that rever-
berate across the generations.   

Barclay, pictured below, reveals the
dark side of a small town in his
thriller, A Tap on the Window. De
Sa's novel, Kicking the Sky, exposes
the seediness of a big city through
the eyes of a 12-year old boy who is
both observer and victim. It's based
on the story of Emanuel Jaques, a

shoeshine boy who was brutally
raped and murdered in Toronto in
1977.

However, in a switch from the
usual format, Barris will also be in
the hot seat as a featured author,
answering questions posed by
Barclay about his newest book, The
Great Escape: A Canadian Story.
Many are familiar with Hollwood's
version of this daring escape by
Commonwealth airmen during the
Second World War, but Barris sets
the record straight about how
Canadians were involved, and
instrumental to the venture's suc-
cess. 

Join the audience to enjoy this
excellent group of writers.
Refreshments are included in your

$20 ticket, which can be purchased
in advance from Blue Heron Books.
If any seats remain, they will be sold
at the Music Hall box office on the
evening of September 26th. 

Books and Authors Night gets
underway at 8 p.m., but like a good
book, you'll remember it long after-
wards.

RENOWNED AUTHORS TO SPEAK AT BOOKS AND AUTHORS NIGHT

by Amy Hurlburt

The hamlet of Claremont is wel-
coming its neighbouring commu-
nities to come visit during the
weekend of September 20 to
September 22 as it holds its first
Heritage Festival, held on local
community grounds.

The weekend will feature a large
variety of events, intended to cater
to every demographic,  including: a
corn roast, dances, a family movie,
a beer tent, a parade, a self-guided
historical tour, live music,  an art
show, Tom Thomson-McMichael
Gallery Exhibit, and a charity run,
amongst many others.

The Heritage Festival is free of
charge to attend; however, all food,
wine, and beer is provided at a cost.

The festival is the product of a
“rich culture of community
involvement” in Claremont,
according to organizer Aileen
Provan. 

“We got together and talked
about the importance of the
event…in another 175 years, what
would matter? We wanted to cele-
brate our heritage as well as our
development.”

This highly appropriate theme of
historical and current-day compar-

isons will be central to the week-
end's celebrations. The children's
games will vary from the tradition-
al sack races to a rock-climbing
wall. Saturday's parade will feature
transportation through the ages,
from horse-drawn carts to antique
cars, new automobiles, and skate-
boards. Uxbridge's local pipe band
will be participating, as well as the
four remaining War Veterans in the
area.

Ken and Shelagh Mulveny, resi-
dents of Claremont since 1975, are
two of the many volunteers con-
tributing their time and talents to
the festival. Ken, a professional
photographer, created a pictorial
book of Claremont through the
years to celebrate its resilience as
well as its evolution. Shelagh creat-
ed a DVD of the old photos to
complement the Historical Village
Tour, which will be shown in the
Masonic Hall and the Life Centre.   

“Claremont has changed over the
last forty years, with new areas
being developed, but the people are
still community-oriented and get
involved in the school and with
community events”, states Shelagh.  

Many volunteers and vendors
from Claremont and neighbouring
communities will be featured, and

the variety of items to be sold is
broad: from woolen alpaca goods
to high-end lingerie.
Pickering Council has also recent-

ly approved City Councillor David
Pickles' motion to declare
September 21 “Claremont Day”
within the city of Pickering, in
honour of the 175 Anniversary
milestone  A ceremonial tree plant-
ing sponsored by the Claremont
Garden Club will take place with
long-time Claremont residents,
Jean Drake and Lorne Almack, to
commemorate the occasion.

“As well as celebrating 175 years,
we're also celebrating the culture of
community, and we would love to
share that with our neighbouring
communities,” explains Aileen.   

“Claremont shares a special rela-
tionship with Uxbridge-we support
Uxbridge events, shops, and our
high school students attend in
Uxbridge as well.”

So, if you enjoy jazz swing bands,
good food, local talent, educating
yourself or…well, pretty much
anything, the Claremont Heritage
Festival has you covered for this
weekend's entertainment. 

For a complete itinerary of events
or for more information, please
visit www.claremontcommunity.ca  

Do you have a story to tell that makes a differ-
ence to Uxbridge and the township?

Contact The Uxbridge Cosmos, and be a part of
your community newspaper.

Claremont to celebrate 175 years 
this weekend with Heritage Festival



by Nancy Melcher

Have you ever felt intimidated by
an art exhibit? Worried that you
don't “get it”? Afraid you'll be asked
your opinion? Convinced that it's
just “not for me”? Wanted to ask
about a piece but felt it was “a stu-
pid question”? Relax! The Juried Art
Show, underway at the Township
Offices, is the perfect place to over-
come your fear of art! 

All the items on display have
passed through a rigorous screening
process. These creations have been
selected by well-qualified jurors to
be a part of the exhibit. 

Charlotte Hale is the Associate
Dean of the School of Arts, Media
and Design at Durham College. She

was joined by Gabrielle Peacock,
CEO of the McLaughlin Gallery in
Oshawa, to choose the works for
this show. These women bring a
wealth of experience to the selection
process, and a wide view of the artis-
tic experience for the public.

Over 200 works were submitted
for consideration by 73 artists. The
judges  viewed each piece of art as
digital image files. They discussed
each piece, and put together a cohe-
sive exhibit with a wide variety of
materials, styles, sizes, shapes and
textures. It's a real challenge for
them to combine such different cre-
ative items into a display that looks
good and makes every part work
together. Some very good pieces
were not chosen because they didn't

fit with the other selections. That's
part of the process with a juried art
show.  

The exhibition is in the Council
Chambers at the Township Office.
It's open for viewing Tuesday to
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Hours on closing day, Sunday, are
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Come and see what was chosen
“Best” for Painting, Photography,
Print & Mixed Media, and
Sculpture. There's also one piece
selected Judges' Choice - Best in
Show. You're encouraged to cast a
ballot for the People's Choice
Award. If you like it enough, per-
haps you can take it home: many of
these unique works of art are for
sale! 
Bring the kids, your book club, the

hockey team, your yoga pals, drink-
ing buddies, or the birdwatching
club. Drop by on your way to the
bank, post office, hair dresser, or
bakery. Spend a little time enjoying
the beautiful works of art. Vote for

your favourite. Come away feeling
refreshed. There's no test - no
snooty curator going “Tsk! Tsk!” at
your comments - no need to feel
intimidated. It's all been chosen
especially for you. Have fun!
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Uxbridge
 

Electronics
collection event

Saturday, Sept. 21, 2013
8 a.m. until noon

Uxbridge Seniors Centre
75 Marietta Street

Keep electronics out of landfill.  Bring us your end-of-life or unwanted electronics (E-waste) for   recycling. 
      No appliances or tools will be accepted.

FREE

Bring a non-perishable food item to support
 our local food banks.

1-800-667-5671 www.durham.ca/wasteevents

If this information is required in an accessible
format, please contact the above number.

Proceeds going to The Glen Major Church 
Community Fund

Contact Marta Lynne Gill   
905-649-5464

What Exactly IS a Juried Art Show, and Why Should I Go?

Charles Choi of
Toronto and his oil
painting, “Ship
Repair,” were
named Best in Show
Tuesday night for
the 2013
Celebration of the
Arts Juried Art
Exhibition.

photo by Conrad Boyce



Services
HEATHER’S CLEANING AND ORGANIZING
is looking for new clients in Uxbridge. Call 416-
605-9081 or email h_storer@sympatico.ca
9/26

D.J.PAVING: Asphalt repairs, driveway sealing,
hot crack sealing. Free estimates. 905-904-3769
10/3

MUSIC LESSONS:  Carol Creal, B.M.E., M.M.,
has openings for piano students. References.
Goodwood. 647-453-3563 or 905-642-2361
9/19

RETIRED MAN looking for part-time driving
jobs. Uxbridge area. G drivers license. 705-228-
8551   9/19

QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow computer
or worried you have a virus? need backups or
parts fixed? Call Kevin at Alexander Computer
Services. Three years experience at a local com-
puter shop. Mention “cosmos” for a special deal!
416-629-6626 or kevin@alexandercs.com   9/26

TUTOR: Physics, Calculus, Mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years teach-
ing experience. Call David at 905-862-2812
10/3

HANDYMAN: Plumbing, painting, drywall -
repairs & installation for all. Painting - interior &
exterior. Electrical repairs. Carpentry rough & fin-
ish, windows & doors installed & caulking. 905-
852-1424   9/19

PIANO & FLUTE LESSONS: Offering private
lessons in uxbridge, Sunderland and surrounding
areas. Theory also covered. Beginner to intermedi-
ate levels. Conservatory curriculum or just for fun.
Patient and enthusiastic instruction. In-home les-
sons also offered. Reasonable rates, excellent ref-
erences. Sarah Pollard 905-852-0056, sarahpol-
lard55@gmail.com   9/12

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen Rooms,
Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos & Privacy
Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences & Gates. Home
Improvements and Renovations. Specializing in
Custom Design Solutions. Call Steve at Northwood
Home Services 905-852-1750   9/26

DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR PETS.
Happy Trails, Happy Tails. Walks and home visits.
Loving care as if you were there. Call 905-862-
0522  9/26

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-
852-4454  9/26

Wanted

GENERAL LABOURER: For handywork, clean-
up. If you live in area, can provide transportation,
if necessary. 416-705-9993   9/26

For Sale
CHANDELIER: Beautiful, 5-light crystal, must be
seen. $60. 905-852-0327   9/19

COCKSHUTT DISC: 11 ft. Good shape, ready to
work. $875. Also, disc hiller - creates raised beds
quickly, excellent shape. $600. 905-986-0520
9/19

SNOW TIRES: 2, on rims, used 4 months. 245-
70-17. Also, HO Train set engines - cars, tracks on
3 sheets plywood. 905-852-4945   9/26

GREAT DEALS 20% OFF ALL HERBALIFE
PRODUCTS. Go to HERBALHUB.COM Go to Paul
Kellys store and sign up. Discount Coupon “Par”.
Toll Free # 1-855-416-0368, Cell # 647-233-7800
9/26

For Rent

UXBRIDGE: Spacious and bright 2 bedroom plus
den/office. Top floor corner condo suite, 2 full
bathrooms, washer/dryer ensuite, large covered
balcony with bbq hook up, Heat/hydro/water and
underground parking included.  $1600. No
pets/Non smoking, 905-852-9246   9/26

STORAGE: 1,500 square feet. Clean, dry area
available, $350/mo. in Uxbridge. 416-705-9993
9/26

3 BEDROOM HOUSE: (basement suite rented),
deck, garage, A/C, close to school and stores,
parking for 2 cars, laundry. Avail. Oct 1, first &
last, references. No smoking, $1170/month.
905-852-5014   9/26

UNIQUE one bedrom, 3 level loft apartment with
private rooftop terrace in desireable downtown
Uxbridge. Suitable for single or professional cou-
ple. Non-smoking, no pets, references required.
Available Oct. 1. $1,050/mo. plus hydro. 905-
649-0094  9/19

SHARE WHOLE HOUSE:  Everything included.
Large furnished bedroom for single, working
male. No smoking or pets. TV, parking, internet
available. $525/mo. 905-852-4454   9/26

Events

ALPHA COURSE: Trinity United Church offers
Alpha, a 7 week course for anyone interested in
exploring the Meaning of Life. Introductory Roast
Beef Dinner at Trinity, Thurs., Sept. 19, 6.30 p.m.
Call Diane at 905 852 6213 for further informa-
tion. Cost of dinner is $ 10.00, 7 week course is
free.   9/19

YARD SALE: Sat., Sept. 21, 8 a.m. 59 Bascom
St., Uxbridge. Furniture, picture frames, clothes,
kitchen stuff, old towels, electronics.
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Garage Doors

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“My body and mind may
fail, but you are my
strength and my choice
forever.” Psalm 73:26

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Classified

HOME

OFFICE

COTTAGE

ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED

A GILLDERCROFT?
9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE
your business 

here!
ONLY

$25/week

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

www.lisaritchie.ca
Accounting  & Bookkeeping

Financial  Statements
905.862.4166

Helping you be ready for life! 

Best 5 year GIC rate 

2.95 % 
(Subject to minimums) 

Effective September 16, 2013 
 

LIFE INSURANCE YOU 

 

We can Help you. 

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,  

(905) 852-3184   www.investsmart.ca  



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

In case you haven’t already heard, a
Walk-a-Thon to support the New
Animal Shelter for Uxbridge-
Scugog is going to take place on
Saturday, September 28, and
although it’s a first for the new shel-
ter, it likely won’t be the last. 

The event is spearheaded by
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
who says "I always maintain the
same thing- when the right people
come together, good things happen.
In the case of the Townships we've
had 100% co-operation; they have
been tremendous. Durham Transit
has been wonderful, and the police
have been so co-operative.  The
Durham Regional Chairman has
generously donated a private box to
an upcoming concert at the General
Motors Centre for the winning
team!  And Durham Region Public
Works have donated 1000 bottles of
water."

The townships Ballinger is refer-
ring to are Uxbridge
and Scugog; more
specifically -
Uxbridge town itself,
and Port Perry. One
group will start walk-
ing at the Uxbridge
Seniors Centre, and
the Port Perry group
will start at the arena.
The two groups will
make their way
towards one another
along Reach Road,
and meet at the old
Epsom school house.

When two towns
get together on an
event like this, there’s
bound to be some

rivalry. Currently, there is a chal-
lenge between three members of the
Uxbridge and three members of the
Port Perry town councils to see who
can raise the most. Teams, schools,
classes and businesses are encour-
aged to start their own challenge.

If Uxbridge, or Port Perry, to
Epsom seems like a long way (it’s
seven kilometres), don’t despair.
There will be a total of four comfort
stations along the walk route: two
between Uxbridge and Epsom and
two between Port Perry and Epsom.
Walkers will be able to get drinks.
Comfort station sponsors include
Canadian Tire, Proctor & Gamble
and NRG for Life. And during the
walk, participants can look forward
to a free BBQ! Thanks are going out
ahead of time to M&M Meats
Uxbridge, McDonalds Uxbridge
and Port Perry, Vos's Independent
Grocer and Trading Post Quality
Foods for their support. Also,
thanks to the Bonner Boys for run-
ning the BBQ.

There will even be a prize for the
team that raises the most money -
eight - yes, 8! - tickets to the Reba
McEntire concert in October at the
General Motors Centre in Oshawa.
These tickets have been donated by
the Regional Municipality of
Durham.

So grab your runners and a leash
and plan to do seven Ks on the 28th
of September. Sponsorship
forms/pledge sheets are available at
Pet Valu in Uxbridge and Port Perry
and online at www.animal-
shelter.ca.

Participants can create their own
online pledge page to collect dona-
tions via credit card, debit card and
PayPal - with instant tax receipts for
the donor. 

Visit www.animal-shelter.ca or the

Walk-a-Thon event on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/events/
191116697705837/) for more
details and links.

This event will not only bring
together the townships of Uxbridge
and Scugog but also play on a long-
standing, friendly competition
between the two communities. 

Whew! What a summer it was at the
Leaskdale Historic Sites. The play,
the teas, the tours...visitors came
from far and wide. 

Maud of Leaskdale was an incredi-
ble success, with the best and
biggest audiences brought by the
article in the Toronto Star. Jennifer
Carroll has gone back to Dublin,
but we are already planning her
involvement next year.
The manse and church are open on

weekends for visitors during
September. 

This Saturday, the Writing Fairy,
Dorothea Helms is conducting one
of her inspiring writers' workshops,
right in the space where L.M.
Montgomery wrote her poetry and
novels. There is still space for more
writers; call Dorothea, or myself at
905-852-3517.

On September 26 the manse and
church will be open to all, free of
charge. This is our contribution to
the Township's Culture Days.
Members of the LMMSO Board
will be on hand to conduct tours.

October 19 is a day to put in the
calendar. Every year, Lucy Maud
Montgomery Day attracts fans and
scholars. We fill the day with speak-
ers and activities, with Montgomery
as the main subject. This year our
keynote speaker is author and jour-
nalist Stevie Cameron. Stevie has
written six books, has been con-
tributing editor at Macleans maga-
zine, and was a host of CBC's Fifth
Estate. She is also a huge admirer of
Lucy Maud Montgomery. We also
welcome Kate Macdonald Butler,
granddaughter of Maud, as well
children's literature guru Arlene
Perly Rae. It will be a lively and
entertaining day, with a much
insight into Maud's influence on lit-
erature, writers...and granddaugh-
ters!
The evening of October 19 is given

to the "Cats Meow" Gala. To raise
funds for the bronze statue of L.M.
Montgomery, we will be offering, by
silent auction, a whole herd of cats.
But they will be unique, inspired
cats, created by over 50 local artists
and crafts people. And there will be
music, food, wine, and fun!

We still have a few spaces for ven-
dors at our "Maud's Favourite
Things" Gift Show, November 9
and 10. To get details or to reserve a
booth, call Kathy at 905-852-5284,
or the LMMSO at 905-862-0808.
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Curling Registration
2013/2014

Uxbridge & District Curling Club
Registration & Free Open House
September 30th – October 3rd, 2013  •  7:00pm - 9:00pm
70 Franklin Street, Uxbridge

A league for everyone
Men’s Monday and Thursday evening
Ladies Tuesday evening
Mixed Wednesday and Friday evening,Thursday morning and afternoon
Fun League Monday and Wednesday morning and afternoon
Little Rocks/Bantams Sunday afternoon

Check out our website at uxbridgecurlingclub.com or call 905.852.6862 
for more information.

Hall and Ice rentals available for parties, weddings or your own curling events.

Members will be on hand
to assist new curlers, so

bring clean running
shoes and give it a try!

Waste Analysis & 
Recycling Services Ltd.

• Mini bin rentals
• Residential /Commercial
•Driveway friendly

We beat any competitors price
Ask about our loyalty program

416 708 8602

Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward 
to continuing to serve our current and future clients. 

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Meanwhile,
Back at the
Manse  
by Barb Pratt

Walk-a-thon the perfect opportunity to 
challenge Port Perry and raise some cash 



A copperless Foster roof?

Councillor Pat Mikuse ruffled
Councillor Bev Northeast's feathers
when she asked council whether it
would be possible, with the approval
of Heritage Uxbridge and Ontario
Heritage, to replace the Foster
Memorial's current copper roof with
a roof made of some other metal.

Ms. Mikuse, noting the high price
of copper, said the cost of replacing
the roof - recommended recently in
a report by Aecon, an engineering
consultant - would be reduced
significantly if something
other than copper was used.
The engineering report, which
claimed the roof could start
collapsing in a couple of years,
estimated total repairs for the
Foster at about $800,000.

Mrs. Northeast, a long-time
supporter and champion of
the Foster, responded that she
could not believe what she was
hearing.

"I'm shocked that Heritage
Uxbridge would even consider
this," she said.

She added that the copper
roof now in use could be sold
to help pay for a new copper
roof. She claimed there have
been fewer dollars spent on
the Foster over the years than
any other municipal heritage
site.

Ms. Mikuse shot back that
she was trying to save the roof
from falling down and merely
looking for council's thoughts.

Mr. Molloy said a much
more detailed report was
needed to show whether any
savings would be substantial
enough to warrant a copper-
less roof.

Council finally approved
Mayor O'Connor's suggestion
that the engineering report
should be sent to Ontario
Heritage and that Ontario

Heritage be asked if the township
can install a non-copper roof.

Truck traffic discussed again

After receiving nine letters from res-
idents in the Wyndance sub-division
area about truck traffic on Road 21,
councillors once again vented their
frustration over the problem.

Mr. Molloy, referring to the fill
operations at the Greenbank
Airport, said he didn't think Scugog
Township had any idea how many
trucks are going to the site.
“They are supposed to be limited to

200 a day, but there's far more than
that," he said.

Mr. Ballinger said Durham Region
is trying to look into the problem of
trucks on Road 21 but that traffic is
being affected by the Greenbank
project.

In response to suggestions from

some of the letter writers that a new
road be built to bypass Coppins
Corners and Goodwood, Mayor
O'Connor said expropriating land
and construction would cost
Uxbridge over $50 million.

"I don't understand  these
people not doing their
homework," she said. "We
can't move the road and we
can't move the traffic to
Webb Road or Wagg Road."

She moved that the Region
be requested to do a three-
day traffic count, noise study
and air quality study in the
area.

Although Councillor Jacob
Mantle wondered what a
traffic count would tell
council that it didn't already
know, the mayor's motion
passed.

Where did the summer go?  I hope
everyone had a safe and enjoyable
one.

On April 8, the Region officially
added rigid mixed plastics and ther-
moform PET (clam shells) to the
Blue Box program. The results have
been excellent, with mixed plastics
up a whopping 180.13%. The resi-
dents are to be congratulated, as this
is a great step towards our 70% recy-
cling target.  

The ditching and paving on the
Sandford road is completed, and the
paving in downtown Uxbridge at
Brock and Main streets is finished.   
The energy for waste facility (incin-

erator) in Clarington is on time and
on budget and should be up and
running in the late fall of 2014.  The
burning of the garbage that we can't
recycle should generate enough

power to provide electricity for
15,000 homes.
On the local scene, it is wonderful to
see the new skateboard park and the
splash pad being used so frequently.
What an addition to Uxbridge
Township, and congratulations to all
the fundraisers and volunteers.
Last Sunday was the Terry Fox Run,

and it was well organized and well
attended by a number of partici-
pants.

In two weeks, on Saturday
September 28, the Walkathon for
the new animal shelter takes place.
This involves both Scugog Township
and Uxbridge Township walking to
meet in the hamlet of Epsom. The
walk starts at 9:30 a.m. with Port
Perry residents leaving their arena,
and the Uxbridge residents leaving
the seniors' centre, both groups

walking a distance of seven kilome-
tres via Reach Road, which will be
supervised by Durham Regional
Police, and Durham Transit will pro-
vide buses that will continually fol-
low the route. When you arrive in
Epsom, there will be a family barbe-
cue that will be under the direction
of the Bonner Boys. Pledge sheets
can be obtained at both Port Perry
and Uxbridge township offices, or at
their respective libraries. Pet Valu
stores in Uxbridge and Port Perry
also have Walkathon buttons and
sponsor sheets. Bring your family,
walk your dog, ride your bike - this
has the potential to be the largest
walk in Durham Region.  All monies
raised will go toward the new animal
shelter and if the animals could talk,
they would say 'Thank you!'
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What’s the right path for my future?
How can I find peace of mind 

in this world?
What happens to us after we die?

•     7 week course is for anyone interested in 
exploring the meaning of life

•     friendly and casual setting
•     meet new friends
•     learn about intriguing topics of the 

Christian faith
•     open discussion to follow

THE ALPHA COURSE
Questions welcome. Voice your opinion.

Come join us!

Introductory Roast Beef Dinner
Trinity United Church

20 First Avenue, Uxbridge
Tickets ($10) call: 905-852-6213 or 905-852-3662
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19TH   6:30 P.M.

Regional Insight
by Jack Ballinger, Regional Councillor

GET YOUR ROAR ON!

WE NEED TIGER TALKERS

The Uxbridge Cosmos is looking for 2 - 3 roving
reporters to comb the halls of U.S.S. and bring

the town the latest breaking news on what’s
going on. Ideal candidates should be in Grades 9
or 10, and have some time every week to commit
to planning meetings and writing for the paper.

If you think you want to join our team, submit a
few pieces of your best writing to 

The Uxbridge Cosmos by October 1.
thecosmos@powergate.ca

by Roger Varley
Notes from the September 16
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL
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SALVATION ARMY KETTLE

AT ZEHRS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Please assist us with fundraising for
our Christmas & other programs

throughout the year
905-640-3966

bnortheast@powergate.ca

Elisa is a
Grade 11
student at
U x b r i d g e

Secondary School, and is joining The
Cosmos as part of her Cooperative
Education placement until January.

A Breaking Point

As Jack Dawson said in the movie
Titanic, “When you've got nothing,
you've got nothing to lose”. 

It explains everything, it explains
my struggle, my success, my ups and
downs and where I am today.  

Four months ago I began living on
my own, struggling to find a place to
live, food to eat and to get the prop-
er education I need, for I see educa-
tion as a ticket to venture on in my
life and become successful.

I did the usual “couch-hopping” at
first, and after two months of living
at my friends’ houses, I had nowhere
else to go. I was brought to a shelter
in Ajax around early July, and as I
made my way there, all I could imag-
ine was a room filled with beds lined
up as if they were in a hospital. The
mattress was to be moth eaten and
musky, the sheets were to be old and
black with scum, and the bed frame
was to be old metals bars attached to
one another that barely held up the
weight of the mattress - ready to col-
lapse. That's usually everyone's
thought when they hear the word
“shelter” but it all changed once I
walked through the front doors…
I felt as if I were walking into a five-

star hotel. The walls had fresh paint,
the couches were leather and the
kitchen was the size of a football
field. The floors were hardwood, the
beds were, well … beds - comfort-
able and fresh, as if they had never
been slept in. Any negative thoughts
I had in my head flew out, and at
that moment, I felt happy for the
first time in weeks. I was happy to
know that I was safe, I didn't need to
worry about whether I was going to
eat, and I knew I would have a place
to sleep. I just knew the tables were
about to turn. 
A week later I was moved into a dif-

ferent shelter, also located in Ajax.
This shelter is for youth, and there
were many times when residents
came home high or drunk - but it
didn't phase me, because I needed to
focus on myself and my well-being.
The staff are amazing, and even
though it may sound as if it's com-
pletely terrible; most residents are
awesome as well. You learn their
habits, what they like and what they
don't like, and in the end you come
together as one, and it's as if we're all
blood-related family. You cry when
one leaves and get angry when some-
one else takes the place of someone
you used to know as a brother or sis-
ter (oh, I forgot to mention it's co-
ed, but there are strict rules, don't
worry!).

During my time here, I didn't
drink or party like I used to; it
became the “norm” for me to come
home early and stay in on weekends,
and by doing so I was able to accom-
plish my work to the best of my abil-

ity.
I ended up staying at the shelter for

a month, and on my last weekend
everything happened so fast. I got a
job and a room to rent close to
Uxbridge Secondary School (walk-
ing distance) and soon after I found
myself packing my belongings and
taking the Durham Region Transit
(DRT) to my new place.

Everything went well for nine days,
until it was brought up that I have to
leave because the money I had “was-
n't good enough”. Life hit me hard-
for what felt like the billionth time I
was packing my bags, and this time I
was unsure of what to do. I was
afraid of losing my job, afraid of end-
ing up where I began - with nothing,
because this time I had something to
lose and it was myself. I was going
crazy with frustration because every-
thing I had worked so hard for
seemed to be falling apart. School
was starting in four days and I was
forced back into the environment
that I knew too well.

I cried my first night back at the
shelter, but I learned not to let life
bring you down because there's
always a way. 

Today I’m still at school, I have a
part-time job, and even though I
have to wake up at 4:30 in the morn-
ing, I'm enjoying my life even more
than I did before. I've learned from
my mistakes. The most important
part of my life-and the most excit-
ing-is my co-op at The Uxbridge
Cosmos, thank-you for this opportu-
nity! 

Ridin’ the Roller Coaster
with Elisa E.

by Nancy Melcher

Last weekend was the Studio Tour,

a fabulous adventure in Art, visit-

ing interesting studios across the

rolling hills of Uxbridge. If you

missed it (or even if you didn't)

don't despair because there's going

to be another art-filled day this

Saturday, September 21st. All the

events are within walking distance,

so leave the car on a side-street, and

join the fun all along Brock Street

from 10 a.m.  to 4 p.m. It's a fun

family event for all ages to enjoy.

There will be activities along the

sidewalks as well as inside the

shops. Meet special guests (from

the Argonaut football club, a

Toronto Star food critic), watch

demonstrations, try food samples,

enjoy live music and a fashion

show. You can browse for special

sale items, get your face painted,

thrill at the buskers entertaining on

the street, listen to musicians under

the canopy at King Henry Arms,

and see a caricature artist draw peo-

ple while you watch. 

At 3 p.m. there will be a ribbon-

cutting ceremony to open two new

businesses at 58 Brock St. W., sec-

ond level. Retire-at-Home Seniors

Services and Sunshine Learning

Centre are opening their doors for

the first time. 

Some of the participating busi-

nesses are The Meat Merchant,

Sugar FX, Perfect Scoop,

Branching Out, Blue Heron

Books, Little Acorn, Woods &

Woods, Passionate Cooks

Essentials, The Loft, Tin Cup,

along with Uxbridge-Scugog

Animal Shelter, and an IODE bake

sale, Community Living North

Durham and the Hot Dog Cart!

The pARTy will happen, rain or

shine, and will start with what

promises to be a ROUSING rock-

'n'roll rendition of our National

Anthem. Pick up your coupon for

FREE A&W root beer. 

It's all pART of the Art

Happening Street pARTy! Don't

miss out!

It's Art - 
It's Happening - 
It's A Street pARTy!



Fall is in the air and it is time again to
prepare the bird feeders for those
long, winter months of cold and
snowy days to keep our feathered
friends safe and warm.

Still lots of activities to keep every-
one busy, with Zumba at the commu-
nity centre 7 p.m. on Tuesday
evenings. The Pearls & Lace craft
show is on November 2, 10 a.m.-3
p.m., where you can buy that one of
a kind gift for that special person. We
are booking spots for Girls Night Out
on October 11, for young ladies 12-
18 years old, and International
Women's Day  on March 8, 1 - 3
p.m. Please call 905-640-3966 or
bnortheast@powergate.ca

The United Church has a busy year
ahead with a beef dinner on
September 19 at 4:30 p.m., $15 per
person at the Community Centre. 

Thursday, October 31 is the soup
luncheon in the church basement 11
a.m. -1 p.m. $5 for soup, homemade
bread, dessert and beverage. And

November 2nd is their Holly Berry
sale at the Church, from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. For more info call June, 905-
640-3347 or Elaine, 905-640-
1781.
The Goodwood Baptist Church

holds Sunday services at 11a.m. with
September 22 music by Matthew
Eeuwes, September 29 with Aaron
Clubine, October 6 with Jean Liew,
and October 13 with the Bacon
Girls. Tuesday at 6:45 p.m. is the
Kids Club for boys and girls, K-
Grade 8, and 7 p.m. is Church Bible
study and Prayer meeting. On the 1st
& 3rd Thursdays of the month at
6:30 p.m. is Ladies Fellowship, and
on the 2nd & 4th Saturday at 7 p.m.
is Men's Fellowship. All are welcome
to attend. More information at
www.goodwoodbaptistchurch.com
The Gospel Hall holds their Sunday

Services at 11 a.m. with Sunday
School & Bible reading. Everyone is
welcome to attend for more info
www.goodwood.gospelhall.com

We want to thank those who have
shown their respect for the residents
and travelled through the hamlet and
the country roads at the speed limit.

Thur sday,  Sep tember  19 th  201316The  Uxbr idge Cosmos

Finish Carpentry & RenovationsFinish Carpentry & Renovations

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

SEPTEMBER 20 - MARION DREXLER

This
Friday
at the 
Foster

The Marion Drexler Band has been together in its various forms since
the late 90s and plays a huge variety of music, and plays it all excep-
tionally well!  Each musician brings his and her own unique musical
experiences to the stage and each delivers it with high energy and sen-
sitivity at every event.

www.celebrationofthearts.ca

Join Us For
The Celebration

Tuesday, September 17-22
Public Viewing Juried Art Show

Public Viewing Children's Art Show
Uxbridge Municipal offices.

Tuesday, September 17 – Saturday, Sept 22, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday, September 22 – 10:00 am to 2:00pm

Saturday, September 21
Art Happening, Downtown Uxbridge

Everyone welcome to this FREE downtown event, from 10 am to 4 pm.

Gala Evening
Music with Friends, Hosted by Natalie

MacMaster and Donnell Leahy
Uxbridge Music Hall. Tickets $40.00 advance or at the door if available.

Wednesday, September 25
Roxy-Youth Film Festival

7:30 pm. At The Roxy, tickets $5.00

Thursday, September 26
Blue Heron-Books and Authors

8 pm, Uxbridge Music Hall, Tickets: $20

Saturday, September 28
Roxy-Shorts for Shorties
Roxy Theatre, Children's program 9 am, Tickets $4.00

Ryleepuss Productions
Tribute to Legends

Tickets $30.00 available at Woods&Woods 905-852-1810

Wednesday, October 2
Roxy-Short Film Festival

7:30 pm. Roxy Theatre, Tickets $25.00

October 10-19
Onstage Uxbridge-The Spitfire Grill
Adult: $20, Senior: $18, Student: $18, Groups of 10 or more:* $15 per ticket

READY FOR VIEWING
Max Kalinowski and Glen Chapman take part in hanging the Juried Art show. Visit our
website for updated photo coverage of the Celebration events by Stuart Blower of SB
Visual Media.

Quality custom renovations for your veranda, office, bathroom, closet, 
wainscotting, fireplace mantels and more - give us a call and ask for Paul.

Goodwood News
with Bev Northeast




