
Wood Duck at the Ewen Retension Pond. 
by Renee Leahy
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JAMMIN’ WITH THE BEST - Caroline Damus, front left, and her sisters Charlotte, centre, and Elena, on piano, were spontaneously invited up on stage to perform with Juno Award-winning fiddler Natalie
MacMaster, seen far left behind Caroline, and her husband Donnell Leahy (in white) during a performance at the Music Hall on Saturday evening. The “jam session” was part of the gala event hosted by MacMaster and
her husband, and was a highlight of the Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts. For more pictures from the concert, and for details on upcoming Celebration of the Arts events, visit www.thecosmos.ca    Photos by Mike Slade.
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by Roger Varley

Durham MPP John O'Toole and
his son, Durham MP Erin O'Toole,
both appeared before council
Monday night to give their updates
from their respective legislatures,
but both ran headlong into a frus-
trated municipal body.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor used

the occasion to vent her frustration
with provincial and federal policies
and legislation that she says have an
adverse affect on Uxbridge.

"We have concerns and we're not
getting answers," she said.

She gave the example of MPAC's
retroactive decision to assess aggre-

gate operations and golf courses
depending on how different por-
tions of their properties are used.
She said the retroactive policy
would likely cost Uxbridge around
$500,000 in taxes.
"How can a government make pol-

icy retroactive after we've spent the
money?" she asked.

Mayor O'Connor said the ques-
tion of commercial fill in the area -
and the resulting increase in truck
traffic in the township - remains a
top concern for Uxbridge, particu-
larly with the massive fill operation
at the Greenbank airport in Scugog.
She noted that a request has been
made to double the number of

trucks arriving at the airport daily.
Councillor Jacob Mantle noted

that tenders by the provincial gov-
ernment for extension of Highway
407 and various Pan Am Games
sites in Toronto made no provision
for where the excavated fill from
those sites would go, adding that
the Ministry of the Environment
seemed to be disinterested in the
problem. Councillor Bev Northeast
claimed the township is being asked
to be "a dumping ground" for
Toronto and wondered where the
fill that will be produced by the
newly announced Scarborough sub-
way construction will go.

John O'Toole responded that the

fill has to go somewhere "and
they're not going to ship it to the
western end of the province."

Although Mr. O'Toole said he
strongly supports public transit,
noting that he travels by GO Train
every day, Mayor O'Connor, Ms.
O'Connor said it is too expensive
for Durham Region's three north-
ern municipalities. She said
Uxbridge pays $350 per household
for transit, the same as Oshawa,
Ajax and the other southern munic-
ipalities, but gets far less in terms of
transit service.

"There has to be a mechanism to
exempt (the north) from huge tran-
sit costs," she said.

From MP Erin O'Toole, council
wanted answers of three topic: aero-
drome, the Foster Memorial and
communications towers.

After listing a number of grants
and payments made to various
Uxbridge events and sites by the
federal government, Mr. O'Toole
noted that airports and heliports are
federally regulated and remodeling
an existing aerodrome, such as
Greenbank, is different from creat-
ing a new one and different rules
apply.

Mayor O'Connor responded that,
in her opinion, Greenbank is no
longer an airport operation but a 

...continued on page 11

O'Tooles double-tag team council
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Uxpool / Summer Camps  .905-852-7831
Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .905-852-3081
Historical Centre  . . . . . . .905-852-5854
Animal Shelter  . . . . . . . . .905-985-9547
Chamber of Commerce  . .905-852-7683
 . . . . . . . . . .info@uxcc.ca/www.uxcc.ca 

Uxbridge Public Library 905-852-9747
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 am - 5 pm, Tues., Thurs. 10 am - 9 pm 
Sundays after Thanksgiving to May 24 weekend 1 pm - 5 pm

www.uxlib.com

Zephyr Library
905-473-2375 

HOURS Tues., Thurs., 3 pm - 8 pm
Sat 10 am - 3 pm 

51 Toronto Street South
P.O. Box 190, Uxbridge  L9P 1T1

Tel: 905-852-9181
Fax: 905-852-9674

The Corporation of 

The Township of Uxbridge
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca

Council and Committee 
Meeting Schedule 

for October

Monday, Oct. 7th
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.

Monday, Oct. 14th
No Meeting - Thanksgiving Day

Monday, Oct. 21st,
COMMITTEE 9:30 a.m.

Public Planning Meeting -
ZBA 2013-08 and OPA 54 -
BTF Ventures Inc. 7:00 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 28th
COMMITTEE 7:00 p.m.

Township of Uxbridge documents are available in alternate formats upon
request. Please fill out the Request for Alternate Formats Form at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca or contact the Accessibility Coordinator at 905-
852-9181 ext. 209 or at accessibility@town.uxbridge.on.ca.

Ux. BIA      
905-852-9181
ext. 406

UXBRIDGE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Program Director, Pamela
Noble, 905-852-9747, ext. 24 

MUSICAL MOMENTS. Ages 6 - 12
mos., 10:15 -10:45 a.m.; ages 13 -
36+ mos., 11 -11:30 a.m. Thurs.,
Oct. 24 - Nov. 28.  Cost:
$37.50/child with an adult. NEW this
year, an afternoon class: WHEN
IT'S AUTUMN. Ages 2 1/2 - 4, 1-
1:45 p.m., Thurs., Oct. 24 - Nov. 14.
$32.00/child with an adult. Format
similar to Musical Moments. PRE-
REGISTRATION for BOTH music
classes OPENS on Thurs., Sept. 26
at 10:00 a.m., and will remain open
until spaces are filled.

READ WITH ME. Introduce your
baby to the world of books, learn the
process of language development,
and meet other parents. Ages 2 -
12+ mos. Free, but pre-register in
person, starting Sept. 26.

WIGGLES AND GIGGLES.  Family
storytime, along with rhymes and
crafts for ages 2 1/2 - 4. Choose
Mon. OR Tues., Oct. 21/22 - Nov.
25/26. Free DROP-IN CLASSES
and do NOT require pre-registra-
tion.  

LUNCH at the LEGION: 'The
Great Escape:  A Canadian Story'
Wed., Oct. 9, noon-2:30 pm., at the
Royal Canadian Legion. Ted Barris
will discuss his newest book, the
true account of 80 airmen crawling
through a 336 foot tunnel, to escape
a prisoner-of-war camp. The intri-
cate breakout, more than a year in
the making, was largely co-ordinat-
ed by Canadians, not as is por-
trayed in the Hollywood version!
Get tickets at the library, $12.00
(incl.tax),$10.00 Veterans & Legion
members.     

VOLUNTEER HOURS: Teens look-
ing to earn hours are invited to sign
up for one of two partnering pro-
grams:  1.READING BUDDIES, a
reading support program for grds. 1-
3, including French
Immersion.,Tues. nights and Wed.
afternoons. Call Robyn for details.
2.COMPUTER TUTOR for
SENIORS, a one-on-one opportuni-
ty to work with adults for technical

Notice to Property
Owners

MPAC (the Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation) has
become aware that a person (or per-
sons) is placing phone calls to property
owners claiming to represent MPAC and
asking for personal information.  MPAC
has reported these incidents to the
Ontario Provincial Police. 
MPAC does not make calls to collect
personal information. If you receive a
phone call from anyone claiming to rep-
resent MPAC and requesting personal
information, please do not provide it. If
you have any questions or receive such
calls, please call MPAC's Customer
Contact Centre at 1 877 635 6722. Go
to  www.mpac.ca for further details and
information.

NOTICE

CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF UXBRIDGE

BOARD APPOINTMENT

The Council of the Township of Uxbridge
is now inviting applications from members
of the public who are qualified electors of
the Township and wish to have their
names considered for one appointment as
an alternate member to the Committee of
Adjustment.

Any persons interested in offering their
services by accepting an appointment to
this Committee are invited to submit a let-
ter of interest along with a completed
Volunteer - Committee Member
Application Form, available at the Clerk's
Department or on the Township of
Uxbridge website under Committees and
Initiatives, to the undersigned by Friday,
October 4.

Any questions regarding this appoint-
ment may be directed to Debbie Leroux,
Clerk.
Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

culturedays
createparticipatecelebrate september 27, 28 & 29, 2013

In Honour of Culture Days 
The Leaskdale Historic Site, 

Home of Lucy Maud Montgomery 
1911-1926, 

will celebrate with free tours to all 
visitors to the site on Saturday,

September 28, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Maud's Favorite Things 
Artisans and Craft Sale
November 9th and 10th

LMMSO

Are you an artisan or crafter?
We have a few spots left for our 

sale at the Historic Leaskdale Church.
11850 Regional Road 1, Leaskdale

Call today to reserve your spot.
905-852-5284 or 905-862-0808

assistance on a variety of electronic
devices.  Call Corrinne for details. 

HUMAN LIBRARY coming Oct. 26 & 27.
Pick out a Human Book and discover you
can “Judge a book by it’s cover!”

Check out our newsletter, The Old Town
Clock, for more information regarding pro-
grams, available at the library or on online
at www.uxlib.com.

UXBRIDGE 
SENIOR CITIZEN’S 

CLUB IS 
CELEBRATING 50

YEARS!
To celebrate their 
50th anniversary,

the Uxbridge Senior Citizens
Club 

is hosting an 
Open House

on 
Saturday, October 5th, 
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

at the Uxbridge Seniors
Centre 

75 Marietta Street.

For further information, please
contact Linda Shanks at 

905-852-6494

Everyone is welcome!

2012 MUNICIPAL PERFORMANCE
MEASUREMENT PROGRAM

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Ontario Government has mandat-
ed a Municipal Performance
Measurement Program (MPMP) which
requires municipalities to submit finan-
cial and related performance data to
the Province and the Public on a
range of services. The Township of
Uxbridge's MPMP for 20121 are avail-
able on the Township's website at
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca.

LL..MM..  MMoonnttggoommeerryy  DDaayy
Saturday, October 19
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Speakers, Presentations, Lunch, Tours

TThhee  CCaatt’’ss  MMeeooww
Evening Gala

“Pussy Folk” Cat Auction
Saturday, October 19, 7:30 p.m.

Full details at:
lucymaudmontgomery.ca

or call: 905-862-0808
email: lmmontgomery.on@gmail.com
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Uxbridge Arena
Full-Time Attendant

The Township of Uxbridge is looking
for an energetic, reliable individual
for a full- time Arena Attendant posi-
tion. The position will include work-
ing a variety of day, night and week-
end shifts.

Preference will be given to individ-
uals that possess skills in Olympia
Operations, Ice Maintenance,
Janitorial Duties and Customer
Service. Any related refrigeration
courses will be an asset.

The following requirements must
be met before the applicant will be
considered for the position:
• Valid Driver's license
• Driver's abstract less than three (3)
months old must be submitted with
resume
• The successful candidate will be
required to have a medical examina-
tion with a doctor of the Township's
choice.
• The successful candidate must
provide a criminal records check. 

Applications will be received until
Friday, October 4 at 4:30 p.m. by:

Ben Kester, C.E.T., CRS-S
Director of Public Works &

Operations
email:  kester@town.uxbridge.on.ca

Fax:  905-852-9674

UXBRIDGE TOWNSHIP
MUSEUM 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
SEEKING NEW 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

2010-2014

The Council of the Township of Uxbridge
is now inviting applications from mem-
bers of the public who are qualified elec-
tors of the Township and wish to have
their names considered for appointment
as a memeber to the Museum Advisory
Committee.

Any person interested in offering their
services by accepting an appointment to
this Committee are invited to submit a
letter of interest along with a completed
Volunteer-Committee Member
Application Form, available at the Clerk’s
Department or on the Township of
Uxbridge website under Committees and
Initiatives, to the undersigned by Friday,
September 27th, 2013. 

The Uxbridge Historical Centre's man-
date is to collect, preserve, display, and
interpret artifacts, documents, and pho-
tos that relate to the heritage of the
Uxbridge Township area. 

The proposed Museum Advisory
Committee's areas of responsibilities will
include recommendations to council and
township staff on operation, manage-
ment, direction setting, planning and pol-
icy.    
We are looking for six to eight members,

with some representation from the follow-
ing stakeholders: Historical Society,
Education, Genealogical Society,
Seniors' organization, Agriculture,
Tourism, Youth representative (second-
ary school - 1 year term concurrent with
school year). 

Any questions regarding this appoint-
ments may be directed to the Clerk.
Debbie Leroux, Township Clerk
Telephone:  905 852-9181    Fax:   905-
852-9674
Email: dleroux@town.uxbridge.on.ca

online at
www.thecosmos.ca

Check us out!

UXBRIDGE 
HISTORICAL CENTRE

Last Chance! 
Freemasonry: A History

Hidden in Plain Sight
Only on display at the Museum
until September 29th,
Freemasonry: A History
Hidden in Plain Sight takes vis-
itors on a voyage of discovery
into the history and 'secrets' of
Freemasonry. If all you know
about Freemasonry comes from
the popular novel, The Da Vinci
Code, or the movie, National
Treasure, prepare to be amazed
at what you will learn about this
300 year old organization that is
still going strong today. Visit the
exhibit until Sunday, 10 a.m.- 4
p.m. General admission rates
apply. 

Special Exhibit: 
The Dowling Scrolls

On September 27th and 28th,
along with the Freemasonry
Exhibit, you can see The
Dowling Scrolls exhibit in the
museum Schoolhouse. The
Dowling Scrolls are a remark-
able work of art created by
Uxbridge's Reverend James
Dowling in the 1870s. Though
only a portion of the 400-foot
long and 7-foot high mural can
be displayed at once, you will
marvel at the vibrant colours and
detail of his depiction of ancient
scenes and cities. After this
showing, the Scrolls will be going
back into 'the vault', so make
sure you take advantage of this
rare opportunity to see them

Culture Days: Outdoor Art
Workshop for Youth

 (free event)
Youth (ages 10-14) can sign up
for this free Culture Days event
taking place at Uxbridge
Historical Centre. Please pre-
register with the Centre.
Bring your art supplies and learn
the technique of creating art “en
plein air” (in the open air) from
two prominent local artists.
Participants will be inspired by
the vibrant, early Fall colours of
our scenic view on Quaker Hill
and the beautiful grounds and
buildings of the Museum. 10
a.m. - 2 p.m., bring a picnic
lunch.

Uxbridge Historical Centre
7239 Concession Road 6,

museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca 
(905)852-5854

www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com

 Foster Memorial First
Annual 

Jazz/Blues Concert
Sunday, October 6, from 1 - 4 p.m.

Fantastic entertainment
All entertainers will perform throughout the

afternoon.
So you will never miss your favourite or be

late for this concert!
Admission is a donation at the door to

assist with 
restoration of the Foster.

The Thomas Foster
Committee's

Great Pumpkin Carving
Contest

Friday, October 25, at the Foster
All ages welcome

Register to enter the contest
Win a family prize!!

More info at bnortheast@powergate.ca, or
call 905-640-3966

by Roger Varley

It's Uxbridge Bruins time again at
the arena!

The local representatives in the
OHA Junior C Central Division
hit the ice tomorrow night at 7:45
p.m. for their first game of the
2013-14 season, facing the
Lakefield Chiefs. The Bruins' first
scheduled game, supposed to be
played last Saturday against the
Georgina Ice, was postponed
because of difficulties with the ice
at the Sutton arena.

Tomorrow night's game will see a
number of new faces on the Bruins'
roster, with 11 local lads on the
squad, while other faces from last
year, notably Justin Bean and
Keegan Cairns, have moved on to
higher levels.
Also tomorrow night, fans will see

a new coach behind the Bruins'
bench in the form of former Bruin
Geoff Hodgkinson. Hodgkinson, a
rookie coach at the Junior C level,
has a tough act to follow after for-
mer coach Dan West led the Bruins
to a first-place finish in the regular
season last year, although the team

lost 4-1 in the best-of-seven final
series against the Chiefs.

The Bruins' next game will be a
week tomorrow when they host
their arch-rivals, the Port Perry
MoJacks. There has been talk that
the mayors of Uxbridge and
Scugog will be drawn into this
year's Battle of Reach Street. If they
agree to terms, when the season is
over, the mayor of the town that
won the fewest games in the eight
that the two teams will play against
each other will be required to wear
the opponents' hockey jersey at a
council meeting.

The Bruins are back

The Fall Garden
Now that Labour Day is behind us,
most gardeners will start to wrap
up their gardens and put them to
bed.  But now is a good time to do
some planting!

If you are out and about you will
note that some of the stores still
have plants on sale.  Now is a good
time to dump your urns and
replace them with mums, perhaps
kale and some fall foliage.  If you
can't be bothered refilling your
urns, then clean them up and put
them away.

If you walk around your garden,
chances are you will find a bald
spot or two.  Why not look at fill-
ing that area with a perennial -
either something like a Captain
Kirk Hosta, Wines and Rose
Weigela, a Gold Mound or Magic
Carpet Spirea, Burning Bush, even
a dwarf evergreen?  There are lots
of choices currently available,

including a variety of hydrangea.
Don't let their pathetic appearance
put you off.  As long as there is new
growth on the plant and the leaves
are still on, it is “alive” and if the
price is right - take a chance!

Also consider planting a few new
trees around your property.  Trees
help purify the air, provide protec-
tion for the birds and shade to your
gardens during the summer. For
trees, I would recommend that you
go to a nursery to discuss which
trees are best for the location that
you want to put them in. Think
about whether you want a spring
flowering tree, a fruit tree or some-
thing with interesting foliage.
Maple trees, of course, provide
lovely fall colour, and there are a
variety of dwarf crabapple trees,
such as the “Lollipop”, which has
white flowers and grows to about
ten feet.  Don't you just love the
name?   

Now is also a good time to infill
your hedges, whether they are
cedar or alpine currant or any other
variation. The fall rains (beats
snow!) will help them get estab-
lished in the fall and they will look
great come next spring and sum-
mer.

Bulbs are out, and I love having
lots of daffodils and tulips in the
garden as the snow melts.  This fall,
instead of planting them in tight
lines against your house, consider
doing clumps of three or five, in a
variety of colours and shapes,
throughout your garden.
Although you won't reap the ben-

efits of these plantings until next
year, when the new garden season
arrives, you will be happy that you
took the time, and made the effort,
this fall.

Periwinkle Gardens with Susan Fedorka 
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our two cents

9,000 copies of the Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,300 delivered by mail, 700 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Sales Manager Sara Finlay 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail: thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not nec-
essarily those of the The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number
will not be published). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling
reason. Errors brought to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or
refuse to publish unsolicited material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any
advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or
any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design is copy-
righted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

Making a choice

Letters to the Editor
Re: Where have all the people gone?
Sept. 12 edition

Sometimes there is a big gap
between an individual's perspective
and reality. Such is the case with
respect to the editorial in last week's
paper regarding Sunday at the Fall
Fair. Factually speaking the num-
bers of spectators, participants and
vendors was the best in years. Of
course weather did play a role in
Saturday's attendance, but the
diehards were there until the bitter
end.

Perhaps what the author of that
editorial was experiencing was the
Sunday, the early morning lag,
which happens every year.

The goal of the Uxbridge Scott
Agricultural Society this year was to
open up the Park to allow the cattle
shows to be clearly visible after years
of being hidden by tents and trail-
ers.  Since this Fair was celebrating
100 years of 4H, this was critical.
These competitors deserve the
applause and praise of our specta-
tors as much as the horse people,
derby drivers or entertainers at the
band shell.

The vendors were on the hill, the
antique cars in the trees and the
park was opened up to allow for a
more relaxing event for all in one of
the best parks in Ontario.
For confirmation of the number of

spectators, just check the picture of
the Sunday Horse Show offered on
the Cosmos website.

The 'missing' vendors were in the
big tent, a new endeavor for 2013
which shall return in 2014 with a
bit more flare to attract attention.

Behind this misguided editorial,
however, is an important fact that
needs to be reported over and over
again. This community is at risk of
losing some of its age old activities if
the new folks or the young folks do
not get involved with the many
tasks in setting up, running and
tearing down each event.

Each year the work is done by
fewer and fewer volunteers, which
each year just happen to be one year
older. You do the math on that one.
The expectations of the spectators
and Township become greater, but
the volunteer base remains the same
or is declining

We did lose Spring Water Days.
We have seen a change in atten-
dance for The Heritage Days and
Art in the Park. It is up to each and
every family that moves into
Uxbridge to participate in these
events or down the road this town
will become boring and empty.

Next year the Fair will be celebrat-
ing its 150th birthday, why not help
us celebrate, by being one of the
volunteers?

Dave & Deb Dickie
Fair Volunteers

Uxbridge

I was driving along 6th Concession
north of Highway 47 when I saw
that there was a cyclist ahead of me
riding up one of the hills. I slowed
down and waited for the cyclist to
reach the top of the hill before I
passed. This way I could see any
potential oncoming traffic. I was
way down the road by the time the
cyclist was going up the next hill. I
could tell he was at the next hill
(even though he was out of view)
because in my rear-view mirror I
saw a truck going in the same direc-
tion as me round the top of that hill
in the middle of the road, obviously
wearing his smart pants as he passed
the cyclist. Now if there was a car
arriving at the top of the same hill
going in the opposite direction, that
car would have been creamed and
people would be dead. So to all you
people who try to save a few seconds
by passing a cyclist going uphill (or
even another car - I have seen that
too) and risk hitting another car,
just slow down and wait. Seriously. 

You are an idiot if you do not.
Steven Genis

Uxbridge

There has been some on going ques-
tioning around the funding of
township facilities, but to be more
specific the Foster Memorial.

We have a historic building in
Uxbridge that is in need of a new
roof among other things. 

At a recent council meeting it was
suggested that the copper roof be
replaced, and to investigate the
option of metal roof that was not
copper be used instead, and that the
copper roof be sold to cover the cost
of the new roof, with the recom-
mendation coming from Heritage
Ontario.

In 2006, I had the pleasure of sit-
ting on the Uxbridge Public Library
Board and was a member of the
property committee, at which time
we needed to replace the cedar
shake roof at the library, for which
the cost was $150,919.70. I wonder
if the current council would have
asked for a different type of roof, as
it would have been cheaper. In
2007, council also was investigating
a cedar shake roof for the Lucy
Maud House, for which, in the
report from Township staff it was
noted that "the cedar shakes would
be keeping with the history of the
site". 

Why is it that this council, of
which the majority of the current
members were also members in
2007, can support keeping with the
history of one building and not the
other?

Be it the Foster Memorial, Uxpool
or any other township facility, we
need to take pride and ownership of
these properties and look after them
as best as we can. We should never
let a building get to the state of
repairs where it costs almost at $1
million to repair.

Brian Fowlow
Uxbridge

It was big news last week when Toronto doctor Donald Low passed away after a brief battle with
a brain tumour. it was big news earlier this week when a video he made just eight days before
his death was made public. In the video, Dr. Low speaks candidly about how he wished the laws
against assisted suicide in Canada were changed, making it legal for individuals to choose when
and how they die, should they wish to make that decision.
Watching the video, it’s obvious that Dr. Low, the doctor who saw Toronto, and indeed the entire

country, through the SARS breakout in 2003, knows what he’s talking about. Here is a man who
was the Chief Microbiologist at Toronto’s Mount Sinai Hospital. A professor at the University of
Toronto. Not exactly what one would call a stupid, uninformed individual. The plea he makes in
the video is sane, stable, and well-thought out. He knew the progression of his illness. Being a
doctor, he knew better than anyone would, where his life was headed, and how it was going to
end if left in the hands of the disease. In his words, he wasn’t afraid of dying, he was afraid of
how he was going to die. And he fervently wished he could take matters into his own hands and
choose his own end, likely so that he wouldn’t have to watch himself deteriorate, but so that he
wouldn’t be a burden on his family. His comment on hoping that Canada will “mature to a level
where we accept dying with dignity.  Funny that he saw it as a level of maturity - it is, indeed,
an “immature” society that cannot handle the fact that people do die slow, horrible, painful
deaths, and a masochistic society that thinks it has the right to force upon the individual this suf-
fering, rather than let them choose whether or not they die. Why does absolutely everything
have to have rules? We don’t ask to be born. No one chooses to come here. In many ways we
do not choose the circumstances that govern our lives. We are fortunate enough, here in Canada,
to be able to move about freely and speak freely and choose freely in so many different mat-
ters, but when one matter is so monumental, and so defining, why are we denied that choice?
In the countries where assisted suicide is legal, there are many psychological and mental evalu-
ations that occur before someone is “allowed” to die with dignity. These aren’t places where one
gets a Tims coffee at one take-out window and a lethal dose of pills at the next. If a person has
gone through all the hoops and bureaucracy, etc., and passes the test, then let them move on to
the next, and final, phase. Do we want to keep people who are suffering, like Dr. Low was, alive
for their own benefit, or for our own, so that we don’t feel badly, or guilty, or haunted by what
ifs.

Dr. Low likely had all the medical know-how necessary to have taken care of his own dying,
but he didn’t use it. Whether it was because he consciously chose not to break the “immature
law”, or because he died first - we’ll never know. 

It’s been a rough couple of weeks for losing doctors. Here in Uxbridge, Dr. J. Russell St. John
passed away this past weekend. As noted in the announcement on page 9, Dr. St. John was one
of the first “modern” doctors here in town, and one of the biggest voices in getting the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital built. If you speak to anyone over the age of 45 or so who was born here in
Uxbridge, ask them who delivered them and they will likely tell you it was Dr. St. John. His
efforts to get the hospital here can never go unsung, as Uxbridge would be lost without its hos-
pital. It’s gone through many, many changes over the years, and it would be interesting to know
what Dr. St. John thought of all those changes. In fact, when we were discussing next year’s 60th
anniversary celebrations for the hospital with a Ladies Auxiliary member, an interview with Dr.
St. John was mentioned as a must-to. Only an hour later we discovered that interview wouldn’t
be possible. But one thing remains true - Dr. St. John’s legacy lives on in the hospital - a vital,
necessary component of the town that we owe, in part, to him. Our condolences go out to his
family and friends at this time.  



Overdoing it
I quite like the United States of America. Though I wouldn't want to live there, at

least not until it gets over its obsession with firearms (which isn't going to happen), I do enjoy visiting from
time to time, and among my favourite travel memories are places like the Natchez Trace, the Big Sur and a
little town on the side of a mountain called Jerome, Arizona.

On a recent trip to Virginia, though, I was reminded of one reason why the good old USA irritates me:
Americans tend to overdo stuff. They almost always seem to take a good thing just a little (or a lot) too far,
whether it's at the breakfast table, among the rich and famous, or in their national parks.

Being at a timeshare resort, we were given considerable incentives (like free this and free that) to attend a
short sales pitch one morning. The sales guy (let's call him Gary) started off by taking us to his favourite diner
for breakfast. We'd already had yogurt and fruit a couple of hours previously (as had Gary, probably), but
we did the polite thing and ordered a couple of eggs and a couple of strips of bacon.

Not Gary. He had chicken-fried steak smothered in gravy, a huge mound of hash browns, and three thick
slices of toast dripping in butter. He told us he worked out, which is why he wasn't a typical obese American,
but no amount of working out was going to save him from a heart attack if he continued overdoing it at break-
fast. We wept for Gary.

Early in the trip we visited a few early 18th-century plantation houses (our favourites were Shirley and
Smith's Fort, if you're making travel notes). Though elegant, they were delightfully simple; most of them had
no more rooms than you and I do, with a kitchen in a separate out building.
By contrast, we visited an early 20-century mansion in Richmond called Maymont, built by railroad magnate

James Dooley and his wife Sallie. Maymont has 33 rooms on four floors, but it's not the size that bewilders,
it's the sheer overdone-ness of the furnishings. Everything is too ornamented, from the windows to the ban-
nisters to the beds. There are too many faux-Greek sculptures in too many corners, saying “Look how rich I
am!” The Dooleys didn't even have any kids, for Pete's sake, but they needed a dozen servants (to be fair,
most of the plantation owners had twice that many slaves).

Not content with the opulence of Maymont, the Dooleys proceeded to build a “summer place” in the Blue
Ridge Mountains called Swannanoa, which sadly isn't open to the public these days. The Dooleys only lived in
it for a few weeks each year (and only for a few years), but Swannanoa was easily four times as big as
Maymont; it took 300 specialized craftsmen eight years to build it. Those railway tycoons specialized in over-
doing it.
The saddest example of excess, however, was witnessed on the return journey. The 12th anniversary of 9/11

happened that week, and we were moved by some of the TV specials about the courage that was displayed
that day. Since we were coming home by way of southern Pennsylvania anyway, we decided to take a slight
detour and visit the memorial near Shanksville dedicated to the passengers and crew of Flight 93, those amaz-
ing 40 people who somehow prevented the hijackers from flying their plane into the US Capitol in Washington,
and instead forced them to crash it into a farmer's field.

None of their bodies were ever found, so the debris field from the crash is essentially a mass grave. The
National Park Service bought a couple of hundred acres from the farmer, and as you drive in from the high-
way, you're impressed by how simple and classy the memorial  is. Just a couple of signs along the three-mile
road giving you context for the event. Once you get to the crash site, there are only three features: a low
black wall surrounding the debris field, with a few niches in which people have laid small tributes like flowers
or medals; an upright row of gleaming white plinths, each engraved with the name of one of the 40; and a
small pavilion with a few panels telling the story of Flight 93, including one with small photos of the 40. No
big visitor centre, no film, no noise. In fact, despite a full parking lot, it was remarkable how silent it was.
Everyone keeping it to a whisper in respect for these courageous people. 
But wait. Here's one more panel explaining how the Park Service isn't done yet. There IS going to be a huge

visitor centre. There's going to be a memorial grove of 400 trees, in a field which didn't have any. There's
going to be an “allée”, a memorial walkway which follows the flight path of the doomed plane. And there's
going to be a 100-foot tower at the entrance to the memorial, with 40 giant wind chimes in it. So there will
never be silence here again.

Why can't they leave well enough alone? It's just not the American way.
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the barris beat
column by Ted Barris

The face of writing

The man approached us with plenty of confidence. He seemed self-assured, but had an
inquisitive look on his face too. He pulled out a pen and paper ready to make some notes about who we were. One
of us at our booth, on Wellesley Street in Toronto, asked him the burning question of the day: 

“Are you a writer?” 
“Sure am, “ he said. “I'm a poet. Have been all my life.” 
The man then began to tell us that he was based in Brampton, Ont., and that he had written poetry professionally

for many years. He said he'd had a few things published. He'd conducted workshops on poetry and was looking for
new writing and speaking opportunities. But he seemed genuinely surprised to see an organization such as ours active,
organized and occupying a booth at the “Word on the Street” book festival. As it turned out, writers surprised to be
running into other writers around the GTA, was a common experience last Sunday. But this man seemed awestruck
that our group, the Writers' Community of Durham Region, was even on the map. 

“We are about 300 writers,” said Cryssa Bazos, the WCDR special events co-ordinator of our booth. Then, because
the man still looked a little incredulous, she went on, “There are actually three writers' communities represented here
today at our booth… Durham, Simcoe and York.” 

I guess what I found most profound about the moment was that a man as active as a writer as he was - and a poet
at that - had no idea that our community of writers even existed. It seemed anathema to him that our group could
exist, much less function “out there.” It seemed odd to me because even if the man believed wholeheartedly in that
cliché about writing being the loneliest profession in the world, he must certainly have encountered other novelists,
short-story writers, non-fiction writers, essayists, and especially poets on his rounds. It seemed odder still, since the
WCDR has been active for nearly 20 years, supplying writers of every calibre and genre with survival information,
networking opportunities and contact with other writers. Indeed, the mission statement on our homepage states: 
“Writing doesn't have to be a solitary act.”
Indeed, for most of the years the WCDR has assembled writers around Durham region, it has operated on the prem-

ise that writers create better material more often if they have access to friendly competition in writing contests; the
quality of their fiction or non-fiction improves when they can workshop their writing; and their lonely existence at a
keyboard can be more productive if they occasionally gather with like-minded artists. Thus the WCDR has conducted
monthly breakfasts with guest speakers - ranging from agents to Giller and Governor General Awards winners. It has
ensured that those seeking experienced guidance can find it in the likes of published WCDR writers Ruth E. Walker,
Ingrid Ruthig, Deborah Rankine, Neil Crone, Barbara Kyle, Dorothea Helms (aka The Writing Fairy), Sue Reynolds
and James Dewer, to name a few.

Of all the activities associated with the WCDR, I have a soft spot in my heart for the six years we organized inter-
views with some of the hottest writers in the country and staged those literary encounters in front of audiences at ven-
ues in and around Whitby. Our “Words in Whitby” series put in front of writers and readers such national literary stars
as Rabindranath Maharaj, Pierre Berton, Susanna Kearsley, Sandra Birdsell, Richard Wright, Linwood Barclay, David
Adams Richards, Wayne Johnston, Charlotte Gray, Wayson Choy, Joy Fielding, Dave Bidini, Robert J. Sawyer and David
Gilmour. It wasn't so much their name value - although I always thought our guests' marquee value rivaled that of
the Habourfront writers' series. But it was the value of their insight and advice to fellow writers in the audience that
stays with me today. I will always remember Berton's response to my question (during our 2002 interview)  about
the secret of success.

“It's no secret,” he said. “It's plain old-fashioned work, from research to organization, to the dedication of getting
the job done.” 

Berton described it in the tile of one of his 50 books, “the joy of writing.”
And that was the kind of down-to-earth advice I heard our WCDR volunteers - Adele Simmons, Donna Thompson,

Annette McLeod, Jennifer Graham and Deepam Wadds - dispensing at our “Word on the Street” booth all last Sunday.
It was a chilly day, but the warmth of engaging novice and aspiring writers at the festival did us all good - volunteers
and visitors alike. I can still see that Brampton poet shaking his head about a writers' group “out in Durham,” as he
put it. More important, I think he was also saying that he suddenly felt connected to his tribe again and inspired to
write, thanks to a community of artists on the other side of the city. His profession suddenly had a tangible face and
an inspiring voice. 

For more Barris Beat columns go to www.tedbarris.com 

wandering the cosmos
column by Conrad Boyce



( C o l i n
M u r p h y
took his
first tenta-
tive steps on

stage with uxperience. In the short time
since, he has become one of the busiest
actors in the area, with roles on stage,
in television and in film. Always ready
to talk theatre, we decided it was time
to ask him to join us for a cup of coffee.
Unfortunately, we are unable to show
the laughter we enjoyed.)

Colin, you seem to be what is a rarity
these days: a busy professional actor.
Am I right about that?

Yes, I'm working a good amount.
Not bad. I wish there was more,
obviously, but yes. I've got a small
part in a film that's going in the
Vancouver International Film
Festival on Oct. 8 and 9. It's called
Anti-Social. It's sort of a movie about
how zombies were made. The world
is infected instantly by the Social Red
Room, a web social network. It's a
thriller, horror, zombie movie.

Sounds like you're following Ken
Welsh. He made a zombie movie not
that long ago. So, are you actually mak-
ing a living as an actor?

I'm making half a living as an actor.
I sell promotional products. I've been
doing that for 30-some-odd years.

But you're busy enough acting that it
makes up half your salary?

Yes.
How many acting jobs have you had

this year?
I've had a Saxx underwear commer-

cial. I'm a dad at a prom, It's funny
stuff. It comes out in October. I've
got a bunch of stuff coming out in
October. Tomorrow night
(Wednesday, Sept. 25) I've got
Paranormal Witness coming out. I'm
a detective in that on the Space chan-
nel. It's a couple of episodes I've done
for them. Murders and Motives: I've
done a couple of episodes for them as
well. Close Encounters, another TV
show. And Karma, a film where I
play a cop interviewing a suspect who
I'm not quite sure if I've got the right
one. And the kicker is, it's playing in
Ethiopia. Seriously, it will be playing
very shortly in Ethiopia.

That's what I mean. You're doing all
kinds of things. And I mean all kinds of
things, because not long ago, didn't you
appear naked in a commercial?

Two.
That had to be difficult.

No, it didn't bother me. I just
showed my bum. Yes, that was
Elmer's Special Sauce and then there
was the Doritos commercial where I .
. . .
So, as I say, you're doing all kinds of
stuff.

Yes, but I haven't been able to do
theatre as much as I would like, how-
ever. I like theatre best.
If I remember rightly, that last time I

saw you on stage in Uxbridge was in
Of Mice and Men.

No, I've done Twelve Angry Men
since. I don't have anything sched-
uled for Uxbridge right now, but I've
got two for Port Perry. We're doing
War of the Worlds Radio Show, com-
ing up at Halloween. That should be
pretty good. I'm doing Foley (sounds
effects) for that. The way the old
radio shows used to work is that they
would have a room full of people
making their sounds as they go along
and one of the actors would be
directing what's going on onstage.
I'm not the director of the show but
directing what's going on behind the
booth. I'll have some words. Ruth
Smith is actually directing the pro-
duction.

So you prefer stage over screen?
Oh, stage by far. The adrenaline

rush. With screen or anything like
that, you get: "I want to do that
again" or "Let's try another angle".
So you end up doing the same shot
30 times and you have to get back
into it, do it again, do it again, do it
again. It's not very exciting, whereas
on stage you rehearse and rehearse
and rehearse and finally you're going
to be on stage and it's do or die.
There's no: "Let me try that again."
The danger, right? I know the danger.
Yes, you can relate to that. But it's a

lot more fun, especially when you get
it right. The funny thing is, the parts
you get wrong are usually the most
memorable of your production.

So how did you become a professional
actor?

I started with uxperience when I
was 40. I hadn't done anything prior
to that. I was there on the 10th
anniversary I believe. It was quite a
lot of fun. I did New York New York
and changed it to Manure Manure
and rewrote the words and had a
couple of dancing cows. And then
the first play I was in was with you.
First play ever.

Which was?
My Fair Lady. And it was the first

time ever that I had to say a line in
front of everybody. I don't know if
you recall that. I was Karpathy and
Henry Higgins comes up to me and
puts his arm around me and says,
basically: "So what do you think of
my girl?" Nothing came out! I just
choked. He filled in the blanks and
we went on.

And the proverbial bug bit you?
Yes, real hard. I did a couple more

Joel (Van Veghel) things and uxperi-
ence things and I've been in a bunch
of stuff in Toronto and Port Perry.
What made you decide to try it profes-

sionally?
I don't know. I just thought it

would be kind of fun to try it. My
own credo is: "If it stops being fun,
stop doing it." So I decided to give a
couple of student films a shot. And I
found I was going in the proper
upward direction and it kept being
fun and interesting and my roles were
getting better and it continues to be
fun. Once it starts not being fun and

I start getting awful roles, I'm not
going to do it.

You started off in community theatre.
When you start earning money for
doing the same thing, does that change
your perspective in any way? Does it

change the way you approach what
you're doing?

Not really. The only thing I don't
like, I guess, is that community the-
atres charge actors to be on stage. You
have to pay a fee in most community
theatre groups. Uxbridge is fortu-
nate. We don't have a fee to be a
member of uxperience. I just don't
get it that community theatres would
charge you so that you can spend
three months rehearsing, six hours to
12 hours a week, doing all the work,
paying for your own gas and car and
time and effort and giving up your
weekends for the performance. For
this pleasure you get to pay a fee. I
don't get it. I understand that it's
tough making money in theatre and
it is an opportunity for you to go out
there and try new stuff. For people to
try theatre, maybe that's the justifica-
tion, but I still think it shouldn't be.

Do you have an agent?
Yes, but I get most of my own stuff.

The bigger jobs, particularly ACTRA
(Alliance of Canadian Cinema,
Television and Radio Artists) jobs,
they won't look at you unless you
have an agent. So you have to have
someone talk for you or you'll never
get in the door.

So you do commercials, television,
movies. Anything else?

Theatre.
Oh yes, of course. You've done

Herongate  (Barn Theatre) if I'm not
mistaken.

Just once. And then there's corpo-
rate videos as well. They're good: I
like those. I've done one for
Blackberry RIM and a bunch of
them.

You have a certain look, Colin. Do
you find you usually get picked to fill a
particular type of role?

In TV, I seem to be getting a lot of
cop roles. Detective and that sort of
thing. But for film, fortunately, I
haven't. I've been getting anything
from dad to cop to extremely dis-
turbed psycho. I get lots of dads and
lots of cops, doctors, teachers, but
bad guys are the best,

Like Kenneth
Welsh is often
playing vice-
president or sen-
ator?

Yes. There's
another movie coming out called The
Film Student. I don't know where it's
going to go, but I got a little part in
it and I'm a professor in that one. It's
a funny, geared toward the 20ish
male, movie.

How long have you been a profession-
al?

About five or six years.
Is it what you expected?
In Canada, you don't get paid near-

ly as well as you do in the United
States. So there's a lot of auditions for
not a lot of work. And there's a lot of
guys out there trying to get the same
job.

So you've been out on what is known
as cattle calls?

Oh, a zillion of them.
How tough is that?
Well, as long as you do not take it

personally, it's fine. I have no trouble
with it. Somebody else is not neces-
sarily better, especially in commer-
cials. Commercials are the worst. If
you don't look the part, if you don't
match the little girl that you're sup-
posed to be the dad of, or you're too
small a cop for the big guy you're
about to . . . Whatever!

You're a member of ACTRA . . .
No. A former member of ACTRA.  
Oh, okay. In my years with local the-

atre, there have been times when an
actor who was a member hasn't been
allowed to perform with us. Did that
ever happen with you with community
theatre?
Yes, it did. I had a role offered to me

for Class Act Dinner Theatre in
Whitby and I had just become an
ACTRA apprentice and I phoned
them up and asked how did it affect
my standing with ACTRA and they
said: "Oh, you can't do it." So I
called Class Act and told them I

couldn't do it. Then I talked to my
cousin, who is a fairly successful
ACTRA actor, and I said this doesn't
sound right. And he said ACTRA has
zero jurisdiction on stage. I was a lit-
tle bit POed, because they had cost
me a good opportunity. When I did
get into ACTRA as an apprentice for
a commercial, I thought: "Oh, good,
this opens the door. I'll be able to get
auditions for commercials and audi-
tions for TV shows." Well, in the fol-
lowing year, I got two auditions. One
was for a dead guy - I didn't get it -
and the other was to announce: "The
king has arrived." The one and only
line. And there had to be 50 other
guys going for the part and I didn't
get that either. So I wondered what I
was doing here. If I was a young guy,
just starting out and I could take my
time and build my equity in
ACTRA, I think it would be valu-
able, but not starting at the age I
started.
You started with uxperience. What led

you there?
I was in two car accidents and a

hockey accident. I had done in my
back and my shoulder and thought
I'm getting a little too old for this
hockey stuff. I felt like I was getting a
little bit brittle but I didn't want to
stop doing something. I needed some
kind of an outlet, so I thought I'd try
uxperience and see how that goes. I
thought it was a good place to start,
just to see if I could do it. It was very
non-judgmental. Just do what you
can and enjoy yourself and see if you
can entertain people. I really didn't
have any intention of doing anything
besides uxperience. I'm sitting at
home one day and I get a phone call
from Joel Van Veghel, who said: "You
wouldn't want to be in a musical,
would you?" To which I laughed,
very loudly. So I though I'd try that
and it was a lot of fun.

Colin, it's been fun. Thank you.
Thank you.
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A Cup of Coffee... with Colin Murphy
by Roger Varley



With the
s u m m e r
now fad-
ing into
t h e
rearv iew

mirror, I want to use part of this col-
umn to share some thoughts on
what I believe is the defining feature
of our community. We owe our eco-
nomic prosperity, our heritage and
in many ways the local culture we
enjoy in Uxbridge and Scugog to
this feature. It is also an area that we
should never take for granted. I am
talking about agriculture. More
specifically, I am referring to the
tremendous impact that our farms
and farming families have on our
community.  

Agriculture was the driving force
that established our towns and vil-
lages and the local economy devel-
oped alongside our early farming
families. Fast forward two centuries
and agriculture remains critical to
the success of our community and
some of the same families continue
to farm generations later. 

I had the pleasure of touring the
Mustard Farm in Uxbridge, where
the sixth generation is farming and
will hand over to the seventh. The
economic impact of agriculture
remains as important as ever to
Durham. Agriculture accounts for
roughly half of our economic out-
put and is a major employer
throughout the region. Our local
farms also provide green space, relief
from sprawl, and the good fortune
of allowing us to enjoy some of
Ontario's best produce that might
just come from down the road. As
members of the Cooper's Farm
Food Share program, our family can
attest to how great our local pro-
duce is.
I reflect on the importance of agri-

culture because we have just come
through another successful fair sea-
son in Durham. I had the pleasure
of attending the Port Perry and
Uxbridge Fairs, and love the fact
that these fairs combine family
entertainment alongside a celebra-
tion of rural life including agricul-
ture.  Like many of you, I did not

grow up on a farm, but I believe it is
important to take my daughter to
our fairs and farm markets to instill
an appreciation for agriculture and
where our food comes from. 
At the Uxbridge Fair I also had the

honour of announcing Kate
Johnson as the Fair Ambassador.
Kate embodies the best of our
youth, as she is a great student
alongside being active in 4H and
other positive activities in Uxbridge
Township. Thank you to all of the
fair volunteers and farming families
across Durham for your help keep-
ing agriculture at the centre of our
quality of life.

While I would prefer
to go on about the
importance of agricul-
ture, I should share a
few reflections on the
number one issue that
has been raised with
me in the last month.
Wireless rates and the
spectrum auction have
been top of mind
because of the major
advertising campaigns
from the big three cell
phone providers. I
firmly believe that our
government is on the
right track on this issue
and will explain why
our policies are square-
ly directed at making
wireless services more
affordable for

Canadians.  
Currently, the big three companies

control approximately 90% of all
wireless subscribers in Canada and
roughly 90% of the available wire-
less spectrum to host these services.
All of the companies and their
employees make an important con-
tribution to our country and econo-
my. However, the growing impor-
tance of these services to families
and small businesses means that we
should regulate in a way that pro-
motes a more competitive market.
When I was young, each home had
a single phone line provided by a
single company in a regulated

monopoly. Today, I know many
families that still have their home
phone, but also pay for as many as 3
or 4 other phones for parents and
teenage children. Since we believe
these trends will continue, our poli-
cies have been aimed at promoting
competition and lower rates for
these families. The fact that rates
have dropped up to 20% in the last
few years is an indication that our
approach is working.

You may read that our policy has
loopholes, but that is not accurate.
Our wireless auction allows the big
three to bid on more wireless spec-

trum, but they are limited to one
new block (remember they control
90% currently). New entrants -
whether domestic or foreign - can
bid for two blocks to help establish
a foothold in Canada. The key safe-
guard is that our rules limit foreign
providers to only 10% of the
Canadian marketplace. This will be
healthy for competition and lower
rates for Canadians, but is also
structured in a way that gives me
confidence that our established
providers will continue to thrive as
well.  
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View from the Hill by Erin O’Toole, MP
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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR THE 
NEW EMISSIONS TESTING?
We are ready to assist you.

Ethel May Faulkner
May 16, 1928 - Sept. 30, 2012

We thought of you today,
But that is nothing new.

We thought of you yesterday
and will tomorrow, too.

We think of you in silence
and make no outward show

For what it meant to lose you,
Only those who love you know.

Remembering you is easy,
We do it every day.

It’s the heartache of losing you
that will never go away.

Forever: Ron, Penny, Ryan, Kyle Archibald
Carol, Chris Faulkner & family

Paul Faulkner
K.C. Moody & family



A group of nature enthusiasts
have gotten and formed the
North Durham Nature Club. 

The area to be served
includes Brock, Scugog and
Uxbridge Townships includ-
ing the Oak Ridges Moraine,
but members are welcome

from anywhere. 
Bringing together a wealth of

experience, the group plans to
hold four outdoor events and
four evening events per year.
They bring together a number
of locals with a wealth of nat-
ural history knowledge who

want to share
their excitement

and knowledge with residents
of the area and beyond.

Alan Wells is the club's pres-
ident, bringing a lifetime of
involvement in natural histo-
ry, including his work with
the new Rouge River
National Park. The program
director is Derek Connelly, a
retired teacher and active

member of Uxbridge Birders.
Promotion and publicity will
be handled by Uxbridge's
own outdoor ed teacher and
Nature Nut, Nancy Melcher,
whose column is featured
monthly here in the Uxbridge
Cosmos. The  secretary is
Mark Stabb, a local biologist
involved in nature education
activities and the Nature
Conservancy of Canada.

There are several other posi-
tions available (treasurer,
membership, refreshments,
Facebook page designer, web-
site, social). The club is look-
ing for some young people to
manage their social media
outlets: getting the word out
and posting photos, stories
and interesting sightings.

Membership for individuals
is $40, and $60 for families. 

Sept. 27 & 28, The Dowling
Scrolls, Uxbridge Historical
Centre, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 905-852-
5854 

Sat., Sept. 28: TIFF Kids Film
Festival, sponsored by Roxy Kids
in Action, 9 a.m., Roxy Theatre, all
tickets at door, $4.

Sat., Sept. 28, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike.
Meet at the trial entrance on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ
Burton 905 830 2862

Sun., Sept. 29, Outdoor Art
Workshop for Youth, Uxbridge
Historical Centre, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Ages 10-14. Free. 905-852-5854

Sun., Sept. 29: Mission sun-
day with “Gospel for Asia” at
Goodwood Baptist Church, 11
a.m. All welcome.

Sun., Sept. 29, 138th
Anniversary Service, Siloam
United Church, 2:30 p.m.
Entertainment by The Reflections
and Hannah Klose. Refreshments
to follow.

Sun., Sept. 29: Blessing of
the Animals, St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, Uxbridge. 3 p.m. Free will
offering to the new Animal Shelter.

Sun., Sept. 29: Family Music
Night, hosted by the Uxbridge
branch of the Canadian Bible
Society. “Bon Accord” performs
faith-inspired music in a variety of
styles. Trinity United Church, 7:30
p.m. $10, children under 12 free.
Refreshments will be served.

Wed., Oct. 2: 13th Annual
Short Film Festival, in partner-
ship with TIFF. Tickets on sale now
at Presents and the Roxy box
office.

Wed., Oct. 2, Community
Forum, Caring for Your Water
Well. Goodwood Community
Centre, 7 - 9 p.m.

Thurs., Oct. 3: 16th Annual
Rotary Thanksgiving Dinner
for Uxbridge seniors,
Uxbridge Seniors' Centre. 5 p.m. ,
open to seniors 65 and over.
Tickets are free (limited to 200) -----
non-perishable food items for the
Food Bank are appreciated. Tickets
available at Shoppers Drug Mart
or from the Uxbridge Seniors'
Centre Quilting room , Mon-Thurs,
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Thurs., Oct. 3, Chances Are
Hallowe’en Store opens, 10
a.m. - 4 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays until Hallowe’en.

Fri., Oct. 4, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Walker Woods. 2+ hr., 10+
km fast pace hike with hills. No
dogs please. Meet at parking area
on the east side of Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477
2161

Sat., Oct. 5, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace; Join us for
breakfast after the hike. No dogs
please. Meet at the trial entrance
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Joan

Taylor 905 477 2161

Sat., Oct. 5, Ecumenical True
Life in God Prayer Group,
Sacred Heart Parish Hall, 10:30
a.m.

Sun., Oct. 6, Music Fest, 10 -
11 a.m. Reachview Gardens,
Uxbridge. We welcome all ages
and talents-singing, playing, instru-
ment, dancing, story-telling, and
our audience is very appreciative.
905-852-6487

Sun., Oct 6, Jazz/Blues day
@ the Thomas Foster
Memorial, 1 - 4 p.m. Different
jazz and blues performers, runs all
afternoon. Donation at the door, a
fundraiser to raise funds to repair
the Foster.
If you want to come out and you
are a jazz or blues entertainer
come out and join us. More info
905-640-3966

Sun., Oct. 6, Harvest Home
Service, Pine Grove Church, 3
p.m. Guest speaker Gord Taylor,
Mt. Zion United Church, music by
Reflections.

Mon., Oct. 7, Shuffleboard.
Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 a.m.,
Uxbridge Seniors Centre. Pay as
you go.

Mon. Oct. 7, 9:30 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Secord/Goodwood Tracts.
2.5 hr., slow to moderate pace
hike. Well-mannered dogs wel-
come. Join us for lunch afterwards.
Meet at Secord parking lot 2 km
south of Goodwood Rd. on Conc.
3, east on Secord Rd. Contact:
Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853
2407

Wed., Oct. 9, The Sexual
History of Plants, 7:30 p.m.
Flower show featuring chrysanthe-
mums, photo contest, Uxbridge

Senior’s Centre.

Fri., Oct. 11, 9:30 a.m.  Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Brock Tract.  2+ hr., 10+ km
fast pace loop hike with hills.  Meet
at parking area on east side of
Uxbridge Conc. 6, 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21.  Contact: Russ
Burton 905 830 2862

Fri., Oct. 11, 9:30 a.m.  Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: East Duffins Creek/Glen
Major Forest.  2.5 hr., 9+ km mod-
erate pace loop hike.  Meet at
parking lot off Uxbridge Conc. 7,
6 km south of Durham Rd. 21 or 1
km north of Uxbridge/Pickering
Town line.  Contact: Kevin Lowe
416 655 2256 (hike day only) 

Fri., Oct. 11, Uxbridge
Networking Group Lunch
Meeting, Noon to 1:30 p.m., at
Scrambles at the Foxbridge Golf
Club. RSVP Chris Auger at
chris@direconsultinginc.com or 
networkinggroup@uxbridge.com

Sat., Oct. 12, 7:00 a.m. Oak
Ridges Trail Association
Hike: Al Shaw Side Trail. 1+ hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike
with some hills. Meet at the trial
entrance on the west side of Conc.
6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862

Sun., Oct. 13, Closing Season
Thanksgiving Service at Glen
Major Church, 3pm. Pastor
Michael Liew of Goodwood
Baptist Church speaking. All
Welcome.

Ryleepuss Productions latest
production of Annie is  looking for
men and women to fill various
roles. For information please check
the website
ryleepussproductions.com or call
MIke  Bridgeman at 905
8521836.

Line Dance Lessons, every
Thurs. evening, Trinity United
Church, 6:30 - 8 p.m. 905-852-
4655

Trinity United Church Sunday
School Classes, 10 a.m.,
Sundays. This program is geared
to children in kindergarten to
grade 6. Call Diane at 852 6213
for further information.

GriefShare: A weekly seminar
and support group for those griev-
ing the loss of someone
close.Thursdays, Sept. 12 to Dec.
5, 2-4 p.m., Uxbridge Baptist
Church, 7-9 p.m., St. Paul’s
Leaskdale.

Line Dancing Uxbridge Senior’s
Centre, Thursdays, 9 - 11 a.m.
Beginners 9 - 9:30 a.m. 905-852-
7792

Uxbridge Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. in Uxbridge Arena parking
lot. 

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank is
open Wednesdays 1-4 p.m. for
those requiring assistance. All
donations are always appreciated.
Tax receipts are issued for
Financial Donations. Donations
may be dropped in the Food Bank
Box at Zehrs or at St. Andrew's
Presbyterian Church Monday to
Friday 9 a.m.-noon.

Hospital Auxiliary “Chances
Are” Store on Bascom Street
accepting good fall and winter
clothing. Proceeds to Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital.

If you have a community event you’d like us
to mention, please contact us at thecos-
mos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next issue is 6 p.m. Sunday.
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Nature Club coming to a township near you



The Foster
Me m o r i a l
has been in
the news on

a regular basis recently as the com-
mittee, and council, attempt to deal
with a leaky roof - replacement esti-
mated at close to a million dollars.
Hopefully it will get resolved one
way or another, as I doubt there is
anyone who would want to see our
community lose this beautiful com-
munity attraction. I was asked
recently, having been born and
raised in Uxbridge, if I had any
memories of the Foster Memorial.
The enquiry came from one who is
in the process of writing a book
telling the Foster Memorial story. It
was interesting to get this call, as
there is one thing that stands out in
my memory and concerns the roof
that is now the centre of attention.
I was born in Uxbridge in the early

‘30s, and construction of the Foster
Memorial was going full tilt. My
father, Jack Stemp, worked on the
project for several years. I was about
five or six years old when my father,
while working on the roof, lost his
footing and fell. Not sure how it
happened but my father slipped and
fell from the roof of the project. He
tumbled down bouncing from one
steel scaffold to another. At that
time concrete was moved into place
in large buckets carried on huge car-
size wheels and pushed by two men.
Instead of landing on the ground,
where he would have more than
likely been killed, he landed right in
the middle of a bucket of fresh con-
crete, which saved his life.

Dad was fortunate, suffering only
several cracked ribs, so Doc
McClintock bound him in wide
adhesive tape and told him the ribs
would eventually heal. Our family
was very lucky to still have him as
the head of the family (my late
mother would undoubtedly dispute
that) although it would be a while
before he was able to resume that
position.

Eventually the adhesive tape got a
little ratty and caused an itchiness
that just couldn’t be scratched. Dad
was getting impatient and thought
it was time to get this irritating tape
removed. He met Doc McClintock
in King & Knight Butcher Shop
(now part of Lows) and mentioned
that he thought it was time for the
tape to come off. Doc McClintock,
a real character and not a gentle

doctor said, "Damn, you're right
Jack. Percy (King) can I borrow a
kitchen chair?" A chair was pro-
duced and placed in the window of
the shop and there, in front of
passersby, Doc removed Dad's shirt
and proceeded to rip (and I mean
rip) the bands of tape from my
Dad's skin. I vividly remember the
redness of the skin on my Dad's
chest and back. But the worst was
yet to come. When Mom learned
that this took place in the window
of a Brock St. store for all to see she
was not only mortified, but livid. I
can still hear her bemoaning the
fact, "whatever will people think of
us?" I loved my Dad because he
could always simplify things and he
replied, "Damn, May, if the worst
they see in their life is a man's bare
chest they will be very lucky."

That's my Foster story and I now
appreciate the call as it brought back

many fond memories of happy
childhood times.

--------------------------
Recently I found it interesting to
read the Cosmos editorial asking
“where have all the people gone”?
You may recall it concerned how a
number of community events
which have always been popular are
experiencing a drop in attendance
and appeared to be losing public
interest. Perhaps the most surprising
was the Uxbridge Fair which, it
seems, has gone on forever, but this
year saw a dramatic decrease in
attendance. Some have mentioned
the reason could be the poor econo-
my and many do not have a lot of
discretionary dollars available to
spend on these types of activities.

But others see the writing on the
wall and events many seem to think
will last forever go the way of the
dodo bird. I can speak from experi-
ence. As a co-chairman of Spring
Water Days many years ago, we
were riding high and if anyone
mentioned that the event would
eventually lose pubic favour, we
would think of having them com-
mitted. Each year it grew bigger and

bigger, and groups would regularly
come up with ideas for other events
they felt should be added to the
week-long event. We thought
Spring Water Days would last forev-
er.

Around the ninth year there was a
feeling that the interest was drop-
ping. It was still a successful year
and so we felt we should push on.
The 10th year the trend continued.
A lot of the ball teams in town
decided to travel to ball tourna-
ments, taking a lot of our support-
ers with them, which didn't help.   
Each year we designed a commem-

orative beer mug handed out free to
the first 500 people to arrive at the
beerfest in the arena. They were very
popular and people would arrive
early to make sure they had a mug
to add to their collection. I'm sure
there are people in Uxbridge who
have the whole series. However this
was the first year that we had a few
mugs left over. The handwriting was
on the wall.

The committee struggled with the

decision of whether to call it quits
but decided to try it one more year.
This was a major mistake and the
entire week was a disaster. Spring
Water Days, a wonderful communi-
ty event, was dead. So when I read
the Cosmos editorial pointing out
how attendance and interest in
many community events was drop-
ping, I felt sad, as the thing that
most people love about living in
Uxbridge and you hear all the time
“there is always so much to do”. But
the only thing that keeps commit-
tees strong and interesting is suc-
cess, and I can assure you there is no
worse feeling than working for
months planning events and hardly
anyone shows up.

No doubt those serving on many
of the community event committees
are asking themselves 'is all the time
and effort worth it if the communi-
ty isn't interested'? Will we see
major changes? Hope not, but only
time will tell. 
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Sara Penttilä Finlay
Advertising/Sales Manager

Building on the 30 years of service and experience of
Lisa Boyce in the print industry, Sara looks forward 
to continuing to serve our current and future clients. 

Call us to help with all aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 905.852.2976

cosmossara@powergate.ca

A Division of Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Curling Registration
2013/2014

Uxbridge & District Curling Club
Registration & Free Open House
September 30th – October 3rd, 2013  •  7:00pm - 9:00pm
70 Franklin Street, Uxbridge

A league for everyone
Men’s Monday and Thursday evening
Ladies Tuesday evening
Mixed Wednesday and Friday evening,Thursday morning and afternoon
Fun League Monday and Wednesday morning and afternoon
Little Rocks/Bantams Sunday afternoon

Check out our website at uxbridgecurlingclub.com or call 905.852.6862 
for more information.

Hall and Ice rentals available for parties, weddings or your own curling events.

Members will be on hand
to assist new curlers, so

bring clean running
shoes and give it a try!

J. Russell St. John, M.D.

John Russell St. John died at Uxbridge Cottage Hospital on
September 21, 2013, at the age of 93 years.  

Russ was born at home in Uxbridge on July 3, 1920.  He attend-
ed the University of Toronto, graduating in medicine in 1944, and
married Elizabeth “Betty” Rae of Wingham.  After service in the
Canadian Army Medical Corp in WWII, Russ set up practice in
1946, in Howley, Newfoundland, employed by Bowater Pulp &
Paper.  In 1948, he and Betty returned to Uxbridge, where he raised
his family, volunteered in his community, was pivotal in establishing
the local hospital and practiced medicine for 32 years before retir-
ing and dividing his time between Florida and Uxbridge. For the
last few years, Russ and Betty have resided at Butternut Manor.  

Russ was a determined and hard-working man. He was a devot-
ed doctor and family man. Russ was a sportsman, enjoying hockey
and later coaching, fishing and golf. Up until the last few weeks of
his life Russ could be found at the bridge table whenever there was
a game to be had. He was devoted to Betty his wife of 69 years,
proud of his children and took great delight in his grandchildren
and their offspring who, though far-flung, visited whenever they
could.  

Russ is survived by his loving and dedicated wife Betty, his broth-
er Neil St. John of Pickering; his son Brian St. John and daughter
Mary Bryon, both of Uxbridge; son Wayne St. John of Bethany and
daughter Sue St. John of Toronto; eight grandchildren: Melanie,
Kelly, Rachel, Marcia, Rebecca, Meredith, Gillian and Douglas;
father-in-law to Nancy St. John, Terry Bryon, Donna St. John and
Lorraine Holding; great grandfather to Jake, Keira, Wynton,
Reuben, Callum and Bowen.  He was predeceased by his parents
Arthur and May (nee Campbell), his sister Jean Wood, his brother
Harold and his son Douglas St. John.  

Visitation will take place at Low & Low Funeral Home Uxbridge,
23 Main St. South (905) 852-3073 on Monday, September 30,
2013 from 2 - 4 p.m. and 7 - 9 p.m.  A Celebration of Russ' life
will be held on Tuesday, October 1, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. in the
chapel.  Reception to follow service.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial tributes may be made to the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital Foundation.  Russ' family would like to thank Dr.
T. F. Bryon, the staffs of Butternut Manor and the Cottage Hospital
for their wonderful care.  Russ will live long and well in all who
knew and loved him.  Online condolences may be directed to
www.lowandlow.ca. 

Stemp’s Stew
column by Harry Stemp



Free

PIANO: Free to good home, turn of the cen-
tury Mendellsohn piano with duet bench.
Good condition, in tune. 905-862-8132 or
905-862-8125   9/26

Services

HEATHER’S CLEANING AND ORGA-
NIZING is looking for new clients in
Uxbridge. Call 416-605-9081 or email
h_stover@sympatico.ca   10/3

D.J.PAVING: Asphalt repairs, driveway
sealing, hot crack sealing. Free estimates.
905-904-3769   10/3

QUALITY COMPUTER REPAIR: Slow
computer or worried you have a virus? need
backups or parts fixed? Call Kevin at
Alexander Computer Services. Three years
experience at a local computer shop. Mention
“cosmos” for a special deal! 416-629-6626
or kevin@alexandercs.com   9/26

TUTOR: Physics, Calculus, Mathematics, by
retired science department head. 31 years
teaching experience. Call David at 905-862-
2812   10/3

HANDYMAN: Plumbing, painting, drywall -
repairs & installation for all. Painting - interi-
or & exterior. Electrical repairs. Carpentry
rough & finish, windows & doors installed &
caulking. 905-852-1424   10/17

PIANO & FLUTE LESSONS: Offering pri-
vate lessons in uxbridge, Sunderland and sur-
rounding areas. Theory also covered.
Beginner to intermediate levels.
Conservatory curriculum or just for fun.
Patient and enthusiastic instruction. In-home
lessons also offered. Reasonable rates, excel-
lent references. Sarah Pollard 905-852-

0056, sarahpollard55@gmail.com   9/26

QUALITY CUSTOM CARPENTRY: Custom
Decks and Yard Structures, Porches, Screen
Rooms, Cabanas, Sheds, Pergolas, Gazebos &
Privacy Walls. Top Quality Wood Fences &
Gates. Home Improvements and Renovations.
Specializing in Custom Design Solutions. Call
Steve at Northwood Home Services 905-852-
1750   9/26

DOG WALKING, HOME CARE FOR
PETS. Happy Trails, Happy Tails. Walks and
home visits. Loving care as if you were there.
Call 905-862-0522  9/26

PET CARE Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454  9/26

Wanted

LIGHT MOVING JOB NEEDED: 905-852-
7035   9/26

GENERAL LABOURER: For handywork,
clean-up. If you live in area, can provide
transportation, if necessary. 416-705-9993
9/26

For Sale
MUST SELL:   (1)  Perfect for someone who
needs to be propped up for sleeping - Pro
Motion Bed.  Head and feet raise and lower.
Remote control.  One year new.  Retails
$2699  Asking $500.   (2)  Six dining
room/kitchen chairs.  Dark green fabric.
Asking $100   (3)  A green brocade couch.
Very comfy!  Asking $100.  Please phone:
905-852-6483.

SNOW TIRES: 2, on rims, used 4 months.
245-70-17. Also, HO Train set engines - cars,
tracks on 3 sheets plywood. 905-852-4945
9/26

GREAT DEALS 20% OFF ALL HERBAL-
IFE PRODUCTS. Go to HERBALHUB.COM Go
to Paul Kellys store and sign up. Discount
Coupon “Par”. Toll Free # 1-855-416-0368,
Cell # 647-233-7800   9/26

For Rent
NEW BEAUTIFUL 3 BEDROOM COUN-
TRY HOME: North of Uxbridge, 5 new
appliances. $1,600/mo. Call 416-529-6882
9/26

STORAGE: 1,500 square feet. Clean, dry
area available, $350/mo. in Uxbridge. 416-
705-9993   9/26

3 BEDROOM HOUSE: (basement suite
rented), deck, garage, A/C, close to school
and stores, parking for 2 cars, laundry. Avail.
Oct 1, first & last, references. No smoking,
$1170/month.  905-852-5014   9/26

SHARE WHOLE HOUSE:  Everything
included. Large furnished bedroom for single,
working male. No smoking or pets. TV, park-
ing, internet available. $525/mo. 905-852-
4454   9/26

Events

YARD SALE: 53 Meadows End Cres., Uxb.
Sat., Sept. 28, 8:30 a.m. Furniture, CD racks,
kitcen stuff, etc.   9/26

GARAGE SALE: 26 Wheeler Crt., Uxb. Sat.,
Sept. 28, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Kids toys, house-
wares, décor, artwork, etc.  9/26

YARD SALE: Sat., Sept. 28, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
284 Brock St. W., across from arena. Rain
date Sept. 29. Furniture, tools, window glass,
household items (lighting fixtures), turn
tables & speakers, books, cds, etc.   9/26
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Garage Doors

        UPRIGHT
GARAGE DOORS•ELECTRIC OPERATORS

Fast dependable service & repairs
Sales & installation of quality doors and operators

905-852-1981
www.uprightdoorservice.com

We offer a 10 year pro-rated warranty on 
spring & cable repairs

DOOR
SERVICE

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE

BRANCH

“It is good for me to be
near you. I choose you as
my protector, and I will
tell about your wonderful
deeds.”

Psalm 73:28

Cosmos Business Bulletin Board

ARE YOU CELEBRATING:
• the birth of a child?

• a wedding?
• a landmark anniversary?

• coming to a new home in Uxbridge?

Your local businesses/professionals 
are offering a beautiful personalized 

keepsake gift free of charge.

For more details, 
please call 

Agnes Lobbezoo 
at 905-852-5067.

COSMOS CLASSIFIEDS
Classifieds are $5 plus HST per week 

for up to 20 words, 
$10 plus HST for up to 40 words.

Payable in advance by cash, cheque or credit card. 
Contact:  thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900

Deadline:  Monday 5:30 p.m.

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call - No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

stanski@sympatico.ca

 

L. MARTINS

PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, 
drywall & plaster repairs

Crown moulding - 
Home renovations

905-852-7129

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Trucks, Professional Climbers
• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding

David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)
www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Tree Service

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

More Bible helps at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

Classified

CHECK

US

OUT!
ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED

A GILLDERCROFT?
9269 3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

PROMOTE your business here!
ONLY

$25/week

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878

windcrestelectrical@gmail.com
esa #7007893

Waste Analysis & 
Recycling Services Ltd.

• Mini bin rentals
• Residential /Commercial
•Driveway friendly

We beat any competitors price
Ask about our loyalty program

416 708 8602

Helping you be ready for life! 

Best 5 year GIC rate 

2.96 % 
(Subject to minimums) 

Effective September 23, 2013 
 

LIFE INSURANCE YOU 

 

We can Help you. 

EVANS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
38 TORONTO STREET NORTH, UNIT #2,  

(905) 852-3184   www.investsmart.ca  



Last kick at Kennedy Fields'
new name: 

When it came time for council
to pass bylaws, one was pulled
out of the list for a recorded
vote.

The bylaw in question was to
officially rename Kennedy Fields
as The Fields of Uxbridge, as
recommended in a report last
week by Recreation manager

Amanda Ferraro.
In a brief discussion before the

vote was taken. Mr. Mantle
suggested the process for select-
ing a new name was flawed and
should be done again.

Councillor Pat Molloy agreed,
saying the outcome was corrupt-
ed.

Mr. Highet took exception.
"If you're not happy (with the

new name), okay," he said, "but
don't say the process was flawed,
because it wasn't."

In a recorded vote, only Mr.
Mantle and Mr. Molloy voted
against the bylaw.

...O’Tooles, from page 1

commercial fill operation. She also
said that an application to build a
heliport near Zephyr is just a way
for the proponents to bring in com-
mercial fill.

"Saying it's a heliport takes it out
of our hands," she said. "Who's
going to use a helicopter in
Zephyr?"
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger,

noting the huge amounts of fill
being brought into Greenbank,
asked Mr. O'Toole at what point
does the federal government step in
and ask to see the plans for the final
result. Mayor O'Connor asked Mr.
O'Toole to find out if Transport
Canada has sent anyone to the
Greenbank site to observe the fill

operation.
Mr. O'Toole said he shared the

mayor's skepticism about the air-
port, but added the airport's owner
have not yet contacted the
Transport ministry because they
don't have to until they change the
runways.

On the question of communica-
tion towers, also federally regulated,
Mr. O'Toole said MPs don't gener-
ally set policies regarding towers. He
said that is done by Industry
Canada and Health Canada. He
said Health Canada's safety guide-
lines regarding are considered the
leading science on health matters
arising from living in close proximi-
ty to such towers.

"Consumers are demanding more
reliable service and that leads to an
increase in towers," he said.

Mr. Mantle, responding to Mr.
O'Toole's claim that telecoms and
wireless providers are supposed to
co-locate on towers where possible,
said councillors have to take the
word of proponents that they have
tried to co-locate. He said councils
should be able to have independent
peer reviews of such claims, paid for
by the proponents.
Councillor Gordon Highet, noting

a number of people in the audience
who are concerned about having a
tower erected near their homes on
Main Street North, said councillors
take "all the flak" for something
that they have no power to control.
On the Foster Memorial, for which

Uxbridge is seeking assistance for
expensive repairs, Mr. O'Toole said
the Foster might be eligible for a
federal Arts and Heritage Fund

grant. However, he said, he believes
the Foster would not qualify for his-

toric site recognition.

OPENING NIGHT GAME!!!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH, 7:45 p.m.
against Lakefield, at the Uxbridge Arena

WWEE NEEDNEED VVOLUNTEERSOLUNTEERS!!
The Uxbridge BrThe Uxbridge Bruins need your help! uins need your help! 

If you can volunteer at BrIf you can volunteer at Bruins home games,uins home games,
we want you! we want you! 

Call 905-852-3184 or Call 905-852-3184 or 
email brian@investsmaremail brian@investsmart.cat.ca
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V I E W P O I N T S

H
ow well do you know the highways and
byways of Uxbridge Township? The first
person each week to call into our office

number, 905-852-1900, and correctly iden-
tify the location of our photo, will receive a
prize; this week, it’s two tickets to the
Uxbridge Bruins Season Opener on
September 27. Last week’s Viewpoints was
the little mushroom in the window of Sugar
FX, and was guessed by Pauline Watson.
Congratulations!

Fall Special
Pick-Up Triple Mix

Wholesale Prices  Pick Up or Delivery
• Mulch Products  • Triple Mix

• Screenings    • Crushed Stone
• Field Stone  • River Rock

SANDFORD SAND & GRAVEL
536 Sandford Road    905-852-4974

Open to the Public - 
Monday-Friday 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

•  Free Range Poultry
•  Farm Fresh Beef
•  Ontario Lamb
•  Preservative-Free Deli Meats
•  Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

ORDER YOUR THANKSGIVING TURKEY NOW! DON’T WANT THE FUSS? LET US PRE-
PARE YOUR THANKSGIVING DINNER FOR YOU - COMPLETE WITH ALL THE FIXIN’S!

Look for us every Sunday
until Thanksgiving!

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

For more
information call

Lisa Cooper
905-473-9867

Lots of fresh 
produce, baked
goods, maple syrup,
honey products,
crafts and more!

Buy fresh, buy local!  Our 12th Season!

photo by Elisa E.

Proceeds going to The Glen Major Church 
Community Fund

Contact Marta Lynne Gill   
905-649-5464

by Roger Varley
Notes from the September 23
Council meeting 

TOWN HALL
Do you have a story
to tell that makes a

difference to
Uxbridge and the

township?
Contact 

The 
Uxbridge Cosmos,
and be a part of
your community

newspaper.



Another month has come and gone.
The cooler weather and the leaves
changing colour are an indication
that Autumn has arrived.  Fall is a
busy time for Rotary.    Once again
we will be hosting the 16th Annual
Seniors' Thanksgiving Dinner.
The 16th annual Rotary
Thanksgiving Dinner for Uxbridge
seniors is October 3, back again at
the Uxbridge Seniors' Centre. This
event is presented by the Rotary
Club of Uxbridge, sponsored by
PACE Credit Union and aided by
Vince's  Market. The dinner starts
at 5 p.m.  and is open to seniors 65
and over. The 200 tickets are free.
Those attending are asked to bring
non-perishable food items for the
Food Bank. These are much appre-
ciated and will be collected at the
door. Tickets can be picked up at
Shoppers Drug Mart Uxbridge or
from the Uxbridge Seniors' Centre
Quilting room, Mon-Thurs, 1pm
to 4pm. Rides are available if
required to and from the dinner -
call Iris Schickler at 905-852-
3715.

On Sunday, October 6, the
Annual District 7070 Foundation
Walk will be held in Newmarket,
with members of the Rotary Club
of Uxbridge participating to help
raise funds for the Rotary
Foundation. The Rotary
Foundation is the charitable arm
of Rotary International, and gifts
to the Foundation help to support
Rotary's work across the world and
ensure this work can continue into
the future.  Funds are distributed
from the Foundation in the form
of district and global grants.
District grants fund smaller short
term activities that address needs
in our community. Recently, the
Rotary Club of Uxbridge received
district funds to purchase comput-
ers donated to the Uxbridge Youth
Centre. Global grants support
large international projects with
measurable outcomes in specified
areas of focus, thus empowering
Rotarians to approach challenges
such as poverty, illiteracy and mal-
nutrition with sustainable solu-
tions that leave a lasting impact.
The Foundation also funds various
programs including PolioPlus -
launched in 1985 to eradicate
polio worldwide.  To learn more go
to www.rotary.org. If you would
like to support the good work of
Rotary through the Rotary
Foundation, donations can be for-
warded to any Rotary member.
Go to www.uxbridgerotary.com
for contact info.  Tax receipts will
be issued by the Rotary
Foundation.

Interested in joining Rotary?  If
you would like to know more
about Rotary, please visit
www.rotary.org or speak with any

member.
Thursday, October

24, is World Polio
Day.  Rotary is to
committed to eradi-
cating polio and
pledged to do so

in 1988. Rotary's partnership
was not just about raising
money, though, although it has
done that in spades.  $1.2 bil-
lion (U.S.) so far.  As Bruce
Alyward, a Canadian physician
and assistant director -general
of polio eradication and emer-
gencies for WHO, explains,
Rotary also contributed
through passion and focus. 

“They brought a single-mind-
edness, continuity, diligence
and generosity that has helped
keep the whole initiative on
track.”

The 10th Anniversary of the
Rotary Million Dollar Hole-In-
One took place at the Little
Sticks driving range. We had a
record number of hole-in-one
winners during the week (7).
The putting challenge heated

up each day, Ladies Day, Youth Day
and Canadian Tire Day all in antic-
ipation of the Final Day at the end
of the event. The top golfers and
putters brought their game and won

some very nice final day prizes.
Thank you to all for your donations
and generosity to help make this
another successful year.
Our Trip of the Month Tickets will

be on sale for 2014 very shortly.
Anyone wishing to purchase a ticket
can do so through myself at the Ron
Noble office, Ian Morrison or
Getaway Travel.
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Finish Carpentry & RenovationsFinish Carpentry & Renovations

7:30 p.m. 9449 Concession 7
Admission by Donation

SEPTEMBER 27 - DIANA ATHERTON DAVIS

This
Friday
at the 
Foster

Diana is a musician and sound practitioner who works with the healing
power of sound. She plays Native American Flutes, Quartz Crystal
Singing bowls, and other instruments. 

On hearing the voice of the native flute and the clear tones of Diana’s
quartz crystal singing bowls, many people describe the experience as
a feeling of deep peace and serenity.

Quality custom renovations for your veranda, office, bathroom, closet, 
wainscotting, fireplace mantels and more - give us a call and ask for Paul.

This Christmas, Give The Gift Of Memories!

Video Tape (All formats)

Films, 8 mm
Super 8 & 16 mm.

barbara@sbvisualmedia.ca
905-852-2729

www.sbvisualmedia.ca

Colour Slides
Transferred to
Digital, on Disc or
Video Presentation!

Restoration and
Retouching of
Old or Damaged
Photographs!

Home MemoriesHome Memories
Transfered to DVDTransfered to DVD

Home MemoriesHome Memories
Transfered to DVDTransfered to DVD

Home Memories
Transfered to DVD

In praise of Ted Barris's book:

"As always, Ted Barris, our best writer on Canadians at war,
paints small personal stories on the broad canvas of epic conflict,
and in The Great Escape, gives us the real truth on a story we
thought we knew. Riveting." 

- Linwood Barclay, author of "Trust Your Eyes"
"With new insights and a fresh perspective, Ted Barris takes us
deep inside The Great Escape. In fascinating and meticulous
detail, he unravels the plotting and planning, completely befud-
dling German prison guards, that led to one of the most daring
real-life dramas in modern history."

- Lloyd Robertson, CTV News

Ted Barris reads from and autographs his latest book - The Great
Escape: A Canadian Story - Thursday night at 7:30 at the Music

Hall. Books are available at Blue Heron Books in Uxbridge.   

ROTARY 
CLUB NEWS 
with Dale Hickey


