
OH COME LET US ADORE HIM - Shepherds and soldiers bow down before the newborn Christ child during the final scene of the Living Nativity, which was
presented this past weekend by the Uxbridge Baptist Church as a gift to the community. Organizers say around 3,200 people came to see the biennial
production, and over 125 volunteers came together to bring the story of Christmas to life in Centennial Park, Uxbridge. Photo by John Cavers

The Mudmen
return to rock
celtic-style

by Nancy Melcher

The hospital bed is no longer a fix-
ture in the living room. Gone also is
the wheelchair by the front door. The
Cameron family pose for a shot sit-
ting on the sofa; a normal action for
most but an exceptional photo for
them. It’s been four and a half
months since a horrendous traffic ac-
cident changed their lives. Everyone
has made progress, and their injuries
are slowly healing. 

Derek, age 10, broke bones in his
hand and had a nasty ‘road rash’
from the seatbelt. He was glad to get
rid of the splint that held the frac-
tures in his arm stable. “It dug into
my thumb a lot, and made the skin
sore.” The seat-belt burn has also
healed, although it’s left a scar. Only
time will tell if that goes away. 

Eight-year old Meaghan did a
happy dance for the doctors at Sick
Kids three weeks ago when she was
told she didn’t need the body brace
she’d worn to stabilize her neck and
spine. The four spinal fractures had

healed, along with the stretched lig-
aments in her neck and broken clav-
icle. She still has restricted activities
at school, but may be given the “all
clear” at her
next ap-
pointment
in February. 
“I still can’t

do gym
with my
class or go
outside for
recess,” she
explained.

Anastasia,
the chil-
d r e n ’ s
mother, sus-
tained worse
injuries, and her recovery is taking
the longest. No longer dependent on
a wheelchair, she can walk a little
using a walker and plastic leg casts.
She also has a special knee-high
scooter and ‘peg leg’ splint that make
getting around a lot easier. 

“It’s wonderful be able to move

around again.” 
Anastasia’s legs were pinned under

the dashboard in the accident, and
she had to be cut out of the car. Her

hips are
much bet-
ter, and her
knee is im-
p r o v i n g .
H o w e v e r ,
her feet re-
main very
painful, and
she may
need further
surgeries to
c o r r e c t

problems in
her right
ankle and left

toe. She also still faces extensive
physio to regain strength and flexi-
bility in her legs and feet. 

Durham Regional Police have
charged the driver of the van that
caused the accident on August 3.
The Cameron family’s life has been
devastated, and while they are heal-

ing, they still face a long road to re-
covery.   

A recent concert by the Bach to
Blues Choir successfully raised
$1,000. There were also donations at
the door and from the Christ Church
Stouffville where the concert was
held. September’s Roxy Kids in Ac-
tion/Family Film Festival at the Roxy
Theatre raised $500. 
“I am so thankful for the help from

the community. It’s been awesome,
all the meals and donations people
have made,” Anastasia said. “My old
neighbour got a group from the high
school to come and help clean out
my garage, and they did a ton of
work in the back garden too. My
step-mother paid for a new deck, so
my dog, Archie, can be back home
with us.” Volunteers also rebuilt and
painted her kitchen. 
Anyone wishing to make a donation

can find details on the fundraising
campaign at
https://fundrazr.com/campaigns/b12
4oe. 

You can’t get a much more unusual
name for a band than ‘The Mud-
men’. But their name, combined
with their unique take on traditional
celtic music, will make you remem-
ber them! 

The Mudmen are returning to the
Old Town Hall 1873 theater in Port
Perry on Friday, January 15, for an all
ages celtic concert. The Mudmen are
no strangers to the area, having per-
formed at the Uxbridge Highland
Games, Ribfest, and at the same the-
atre in Port Perry last January. 
Robby Campbell, one of the broth-

ers who founded the group in 1998,
says The Mudmen are best known for
their live show, a high-energy rock
take on celtic music that “gets the
party started as soon as we hit the
stage!” They also perform on the new
CBC Hockey Night in Canada an-
them. With over 2,500 shows under
their kilts, The Mudmen have met
and performed for the Queen on Par-
liament Hill, and have had music fea-
tured  on WWE Wrestling, NBC's
“The Black Donnellys”, as well as
HBO's “Shameless”. Formerly signed
to EMI records, The Mudmen now
manage themselves, and have eight
studio cds, along with six music
videos on MuchMusic/MTV.

“Don Cherry and Ron McLean
gave us one of our first big breaks in
the entertainment business,” Robby
says from his St. Thomas, ON,
home. “We were featured on CBC's
“Coach's Corner”, and Ron said
“Mudmen, we love ‘em!” during the
making of the HNIC anthem on
CBC. That was truly an honor! With
the help of touring with The Irish
Rovers and Johnny Reid, we’re build-
ing a legion of fans young and old
that enjoy a evening of  good old
celtic rock music, with a few stories
thrown in!”
Tickets are $25 and are available at

The Old Town Hall box office and
the door. For more information
about the mudmen visit www.mud-
men.ca or the official Mudmen Face-
book page.
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Community comes together for accident victims
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If your thoughts turn to major events or projects in 2016,
make it a point to come visit early in the new year.
Weddings, home decor, outdoor furniture recovering.

They all take planning. I can help.
Best wishes for a wonderful holiday and Christmas.

Meaghan, Anastasia and Derek Cameron are on the mend
after a serious car accident severely disrupted their lives
on August 3. Photo by Nancy Melcher 



A young couple were rushing to
get to their home town for
Christmas. ey were weary and
worn, the trip long and uncom-

fortable, the mode of transporta-
tion slow and unreliable. e
highways were jammed and
busier than they had ever seen
them, everyone in a hurry to get
to their destination.

ey would have much pre-
ferred to stay at home and had a
quiet time together, as they were
expecting their first child, soon to
be born, and the mother-to-be
was at that time in her pregnancy
when she was feeling very un-
comfortable. e last thing she
wanted was this seemingly unnec-

essary journey. But they were
obliged to go.

When they finally arrived at
their destination, they had to find
accommodations. e town was
busy and hectic, they hoped they
could find a nice room some-
where, but every place they tried
was already full. en, to add to
the stress, the young woman
began to feel contractions that
were getting stronger and closer
together. e baby was coming!
In desperation, they took the only
place available, a stable. Mary and
Joseph had their first child, Jesus,
born in that unlikely place, in the
midst of a massive crowd of peo-
ple, problems and pressure

is was the birth of the Christ
child, the Prince of Peace, born
under circumstances that were
anything but peaceful. en, to

add to their stress, shortly after
the baby was born, Mary and
Joseph became refugees, forced
to flee to Egypt because King
Herod wanted to kill their baby.
rough it all, Mary and Joseph

never seemed upset, worried or
harried. ey were in a situation
beset with many problems and
frustrations, yet they had a pre-
vailing peace about them that had
started when Mary, having been
told by the angel that she would
have a baby, yielded her will to
God with this response: “I am the
Lord’s servant, and I am willing
to do whatever he wants.” Conse-
quently, they knew they were
doing God’s will and that every-
thing was under his control, and
he would take care of them and
all their needs, so they had a deep
inner peace.

omas a Kempis said, “e
more humble and obedient to
God a man is, the more wise and
at peace he will be in all that he
does.”

at first Christmas the world
was anything but peaceful. Our
world hasn’t changed in 2000
years; today we still live in a world
without peace, full of  fear, ha-
tred, brutality, wars and killing.
It’s been said, “People are at war

with others because they are at
war within themselves, because
they are at war with God.”

is Christmas may you and
your family experience that inner
peace that comes from walking at
peace with God through your dif-
ficulties.     

Very best wishes for a blessed
Christmas.
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Remember - Lord
Jesus is the Reason
for the Season.

Love, Joy, Happiness, Peace
and Good Will to ALL in

the celebration of His
BIRTH.

W.B. 

The Uxbridge
Cosmos is taking

a break!

We will be back in
your mailbox on
January 7, 2016.

Our office will be closed
from 12 p.m., December

24 through to 
9:30 a.m., January 4. 
Emails and phone messages
will be checked during this

time.
Enjoy the holidays!

This Way with Vince Winder

The Mayor’s Levee will be held on December
31, from 5:15 - 7:15 p.m., at the Uxbridge
Arena and Community Centre.
Uxbridge residents’ Christmas tree collection
will occur on Monday, January 4, and Monday,
January 11, 2016. Unfavorable weather con-
ditions may delay collection—please leave
trees at the curb and they will be collected.
Trees must have tinsel, decorations, wire, plas-
tic bags, lights and stands removed.
Trees must be set out by 7 a.m. on your col-
lection day, but no earlier than 7 p.m. the
evening before your collection day.
Trees in plastic bags will not be collected.
There is no limit to the number of trees col-
lected per household.
Trees exceeding three metres (10 feet) must
be cut in half for collection.
Please ensure trees are not buried in snow or
frozen to the ground. 

Township notes

The Cosmos mistakenly reported two weeks
ago that Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger
was moving out of his daughter's house be-
cause she is making room for refugees. In
fact, it is Mr. Ballinger's daughter who is
moving. The Cosmos apologizes for the error.



by Roger Varley

One unguarded moment cost the
Uxbridge Bruins the chance to finally
defeat the league-leading Clarington
Eagles on Friday and saw them even-
tually lose 3-2 in overtime. Two days
later, visiting the faltering Port Perry
MoJacks, the Bruins were demolished
6-1.

e Bruins scored just 90 seconds
into the first period with what was the
goal of the game. Coby Gardner
picked up a pass from omas Swift in
his own end and charged down the
left-wing boards, made a great move to
get past an Eagles defenceman and
then blasted a shot from near the blue
line to bulge the back of the net. en,
with just six seconds remaining in the
period, Marco Mastrangelo scored on
a delayed penalty, assisted by Daryl
omson. Despite the first period lead,
the Bruins appeared committed to the
long pass even though they generally
did not connect. However, the Eagles
showed no signs of being this year's
powerhouse team in the OHA Junior
C Central Division.

Mastrangelo missed a golden oppor-
tunity early in the second: the puck
bounced over Clarington goalie Mark
Robb and landed in the crease, but
Mastrangelo could not knock the puck
in the net. en just past the halfway
mark, omas Sheedy was handed a
five-minute penalty and a game mis-
conduct for checking from behind.
With Jordan Nesbitt already in the sin
bin for cross-checking, the Eagles
quickly capitalized on their two-man
advantage with a power-play goal.
With over four minutes left in Sheedy's
penalty, the Eagles scored again on a
goal-mouth scramble when goalie
Brandon Francey had trouble getting
his glove on the puck.

e Bruins came close to taking the
lead midway through the third when
Ryan Miehm and Liam Timewell
launched a two-man rush while the
Uxbridge squad was a man down, but
the period ended with no further scor-
ing.
It took Clarington only 18 seconds to

score the winner in overtime.
In Port Perry on Sunday, the Bruins

faced the MoJacks, who had won only
two of their previous seven games. e
MoJacks were fast out of the starting
gate, scoring four unanswered goals in
the first period, two of them on the
power play.

Adam Bartholomew opened scoring
in the second period with a power-play

marker for the Bruins, assisted by Nes-
bitt and omson, but Port Perry an-
swered with another man-advantage
goal a couple of minutes later.

e MoJacks scored one more in the
third to finish the game.
e Bruins have a week to rest up be-

fore facing the Merchants in Little
Britain on Sunday evening. ey then
return to the arena on Tuesday, De-
cember 29, to face the cellar-dwelling
Georgina Ice at 8:10 p.m.

As of Tuesday, the Eagles have 53
points on 26 wins, three losses and one
overtime loss, e Bruins sit in second
with 39 points from 17 wins, nine
losses and five overtime losses, and Port
Perry has a tentative hold on third with
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Treat yourself this holiday season!
Eggnog lattes • Festive teas & delicacies

19 Brock Street West, UxbridgeDec. 24 - 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Dec. 25 - Closed
Dec. 26 - 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Dec. 31 - 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Jan. 1 - Closed

Holiday Hours:

Across
1. Watchdog over TV in 

the US
4. Capsized
8. Fluffy accessory
11. __-di-dah
12. Jetty
13. Abnormal
14. In vitro items, perhaps
15. Voice level
16. Married
17. Old writing scrolls
19. Zippo
21. Dark time for poets
22. Liquorice flavor
25. Six Million Dollar  

Man, e.g.
28. Trick
29. Smile widely
30. Regional accent
32. Evergreen shrub
34. Hole-making tool
35. Paternity identifier
36. Mythological demigod
40. This may be thin
42. Road direction
44. Big bird
45. Enjoy a downhill run
46. Kind of dog
47. Inflamed
48. "Hold on a ___!"
49. Creole vegetable
50. Compass dir.

Down
1. Lay an egg
2. Spanish sparkling wine
3. Fellow
4. More thin
5. Bedridden
6. Clear
7. Swedish money
8. Game played in an 

alley
9. Tribute, of sorts
10. Calculate
18. Royal attendant
20. Boot part
23. Former Paris coin
24. Mature sheep
25. NBC's rival
26. Assent
27. Shoulder-to-hip deco 

rative belt
30. Nag to death
31. "Hotel ____" film
33. Roundup item
37. Nothing other than
38. A bad sign
39. Subject for Goya
40. Long-eared beast
41. Mid-century US presi 

dent
43. Type

16 wins, 12 losses, one tie and one
overtime loss for 34 points, just one

point ahead of the Lakefield Chiefs and
two ahead of the Merchants.So close and then so far for Bruins



Thursday, December 24, 20154The Uxbridge Cosmos

Re:  Ignorance is ... ignorance, 
December 17 edition

The letter published in this editorial was
“too rich” to go in the Letters section?
The “Letters to the Editor” column is
the proper forum for readers to express
their opinions. The rules are clear: Let-
ters must be signed and the telephone
number provided (number will not be
published). Requests that a name be
withheld will be honoured only if there
is a compelling reason...The Uxbridge
Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or
refuse to publish unsolicited material.
(from the Cosmos website).
Why did The Cosmos print this venom

at all, therefore giving the writer a voice?
Why also without attribution?

I am part of a group (Oakridge Out-
reach) that is sponsoring a Syrian family
of four. We do not expect everyone in
Uxbridge to agree with our project. But
if we are to have a discussion, I hope our
newspaper will, in future, abide by its
own rules.

Information on what is happening in
Uxbridge and how to help with the set-
tlement of these refugees will soon be
available on the town website,
www.town.uxbridge.on.ca. Just type
“refugees” in the search feature.
And best of all … flash that famous
Uxbridge welcoming smile when you
meet the newcomers.

Sheila Pope
Oakridge Outreach

info@oakridgeoutreach.org

Editor’s note: The letter was submitted
with all the necessary information as out-
lined here. It was not used as a letter, and
therefore this information was omitted in
the editorial. Also, assigning the writer’s
name would have given a satisfaction to
the author that we did not wish to grant.
The name will likely find its way onto
Santa’s naughty list, no matter what.

I am writing this open letter to the res-
idents of Uxbridge to thank one and all
for all the generous donations of books
over the past eleven years.  The dona-
tions have saved the library thousands
of dollars to replace and add books and

DVDs to their shelves.  The books that
they do not need are then sold at the bi-
annual library book sales organized by
the Friends of the Library.  Some of the
books have made their way to local
charities and organizations, however,
there are still a vast number of books
that are stored and brought out for each
book sale.  Presently the Friends are
looking for a new storage  area for these
books and would kindly ask that if any-
one has a dry, clean storage space ap-
proximately 10’ x 12’ and would agree
to donating it to the Friends free of
charge to please contact Braunda
Bodger at braunda222@gmail.com or
leave a message at the Uxbridge Public
Library 905-852-9747.

Braunda Bodger
Uxbridge

It was in the early sixties when I first
met Pierre Trudeau. I was an undergrad-
uate political science student at York
University and Trudeau came as a guest
lecturer. I remember him not because of
who he became but because I actually
learned something from him. 

Trudeau believed in the theory of
countervailing forces or ideas. 
“When an idea becomes so widespread

that it is almost universally accepted, it
is time for all free men to oppose it,” he
argued. He was postulating a theory of
political change. An idea rises to domi-
nance, free intellects oppose it, and out
of that intellectual tension new and bet-
ter ideas evolve. 

It is in this context that I see Donald
Trump and was rankled when I read the
Barris Beat of December 10. One of the
reasons I love the United States is be-
cause of its bountiful diversity. The di-
versity of its geography, its economy, its
culture, its languages, and its political
thought captivates me. The American
democracy is the strongest in the world
because Americans believe all people
have the right to their opinion and be-
cause they accept the clash of ideas and
the diversity of thought. Trudeau’s the-
ory of countervailing ideas works there
better than anywhere else in the world.
Americans don’t have to like what some-
one says, but they respect their right to

say it and understand that intellectual
disagreement is ultimately good for so-
ciety. 

Pierre Trudeau, I believe, would cer-
tainly have railed against Donald
Trump, and done so vociferously, but he
would have argued against Trump’s
ideas and not dismissed him as “fear
mongering” as Ted Barris did. It seems
to me that Canadians, by contrast, like
to paper over differences and repel at di-
alogue and disagreement. We seem to
want everyone thinking the same way.
This is why it is difficult for us to ac-
complish great things, such as funda-
mental reform of the Senate, for
example, and why some Canadians
shout down people with whom they
disagree, or why the commentariat rou-
tinely dismisses someone as “fear mon-
gering”, or aghast, as “right wing”. It
seemingly can’t refute ideas so it attacks
people personally. I see this all the time
in our country.

Barris also mentioned the Syrian
refugees resettlement crisis as one of the
differences in which Canadians “distin-
guish” ourselves from Americans. The
U.S. accepts thousands of refugees each
year and provides cash, medical and
rental assistance to them through gov-
ernment and non-profit agencies. To
compare Donald Trump to Canadians
who support the Syrian refugee resettle-
ment program is an insidious compari-
son. 

Finally, in my opinion, it is wrong to
pretend that gun registries reduce crime.
Criminals are criminals precisely be-
cause they ignore the law, and to pre-
tend that they would register their guns
is a fallacy. All that happens with gun
registries is that the good guys register
their guns and the bad guys don’t. How
that makes anyone feel safer, I don’t
know. 

Mr Barris’ column “Of Guns and
Goodness” strikes me as a weak attempt
to “distinguish” Canada on the backs of
left-wing American stereotypes and as
such does little to promote understand-
ing.

Malcolm Thistle
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

A lot goes on in this little town of ours. We could write volumes each year, re-
capping all that has transpired over the past 12 months. Some events we’re
happy to revisit, others we would rather they left the memory permanently. So
we just thought we would use this space to go over some of the memorable
bits of 2015, and leave it to you, the trusted reader, to decide what you would
like to keep. 
Uxbridge was well-represented by Joshua Morrison and Hayden Prince, who

were both named Ontario Junior Citizens of the Year.   
Also back in the spring, there was a stabbing at the corner of Brock St. and

Third Ave. A 17-year old was apprehended after the attack.
Siloam Hall was declared surplus township property, and it is now moving

towards being sold.
Uxbridge’s Lucy Maud Montgomery finally came home to sit in her garden.

A life-sized bronze sculpture by Wynn Walters was unveiled at the Historic
Leaskdale Church by Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell.

Dave and Polly Streeter survived a massive earthquake in Nepal.
The old Isaac Gould homestead at 62 Mill St. became a very contentious

issue within the community, and a lengthy OMB hearing ensued, with the re-
sults still to be announced. 
Secondary school students got an unexpected holiday when teachers went on

strike for six weeks in the spring.
PanAm Game fever landed on the entire region at the beginning of the sum-

mer, and the popular PanAm Torch Relay ran right along the streets of
Uxbridge. 

Speaking of the main streets of Uxbridge, tribute banners were created to
hang on light standards to honour local veterans.

Popular Ward 3 councillor Pat Mikuse passed away in early July, which lead
to a by-election that saw a record number of eight people run for the spot on
council - Dave Barton won the seat. 

One of the people that was charged in the death of local man Christopher
Skinner was finally sentenced, six years after the murder. 

The seemingly never-ending federal election saw Conservative MP Erin
O’Toole lose his seat to Liberal Jennifer O’Connell.
The Uxbridge Music Hall got a new logo, and ran a playlist that would rival

Broadway: Hairspray, Peter Pan, Fame, A Chorus Line, And Then There Were
None, Calendar Girls, Fawlty Towers, to name but a few.
Thomas the Tank Engine came into town and brought 20,000 visitors with

him. The jury is still out on whether this was good or bad, but it doesn’t matter,
because he’s coming back in 2016.
The bridge and much of the roadway on Main St. S. was closed a good part

of the year, causing a disruption in traffic movement to the south part of town.
Oscar-winning filmmaker Christopher Chapman passed away at Reachview

Village.
The green light was given on a culvert being built downtown to avoid flooding

that could be catastrophic, should heavy rains begin to fall.
The Trestle Bridge finally opened, connecting the Trail Capital of Canada to

the national trail system.
The Uxbridge Cosmos celebrated its 10th anniversary.
Merry Christmas, Uxbridge. Wishing you nothing but the very best for 2016.

Our two cents
Reflections on a year

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
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Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
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not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any other errors or omissions in ad-
vertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in
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I wrote not too long ago, either here or in
the editorial, that it seems the Christmas
spirit has been hard to catch this year, given
the fact that we are experiencing the green-
est yuletide in recent memory. This isn’t just
my experience; many people I’ve chatted
with have expressed the same concern, say-
ing they just couldn’t get their heads around
Christmas carols and shopping while wear-
ing Birkenstocks and t-shirts. I’d resigned
myself to a climate-skewed Christmas and
was working feverishly towards the holidays
when the Christmas spirit walked into my
office and knocked me sideways.

I was sitting at my desk answering emails
when I heard the door open. I didn’t jump
up right away, as Emily, our co-op student,
was sitting at the front desk and was able to
greet whoever it was that had come it. A
man asked if he could see me, so I quickly
hit ‘send’ on my email and got up to greet
him. I was expecting to answer an inquiry
about the paper, or to complete a classified
ad submission. I wasn’t expecting to be
handed a large red and green bag with
“Merry Christmas” written all over it, and a
large felt bow holding the handles together.
And I certainly wasn’t expecting what the
man said:
“My wife wanted you to have this. She’s in

one of the palliative care rooms over at the
hospital that you and your family did up,
and she just wanted to let you know how
much she appreciates it. Thanks.”
Before my hands could reach out and take

the bag from his outstretched hand, my eyes
welled up with tears. I don’t remember, re-
ally, what I said in return. I know I had a
million things running around in my head,
but nothing seemed appropriate to say. I
stammered something like a thank you and
that it was totally unnecessary, and the man,
likely not wanting to deal with a crying fe-
male, headed for the door. We awkwardly
said goodbye, and I do remember wishing
him a Merry Christmas, although it seemed
the most inappropriate words to say at the
time. He left the office, and I spent 10 min-
utes trying to calm myself down. I say calm
down because my head was whirling.
Whirling with memories, whirling with
emotion, and whirling with a desperate

need to make the man feel better.
When my parents passed away, a good por-

tion of the money that was left to me I gave
to the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital. The hos-
pital at the time needed palliative care
rooms - rooms that were warm and com-
fortable for both patients and families as
loved ones neared their end of their life jour-
ney. Two rooms were created for this pur-
pose, and from what I understand, they are
used often. 
To the man who dropped off the beautiful

wreath from his wife who lays struggling for
her life but thinking of others she doesn’t
even know - I wanted to hug you. I wanted
to be joyous in receiving this unexpected
surprise, but I couldn’t be because I felt you
were likely not feeling very joyous. I wanted
to talk to you about the rooms, to know
what you and your wife liked about the
rooms. I wanted to share with you how
much our little hospital meant to my par-
ents, and how much it now means to me.
And I want you to know that this lovely
poinsettia-laden wreath holds a special place
on a busy door in my home, as well as in my
heart. I have gotten teary-eyed as I have re-
layed the tale of where this gift came from
to my girls. The tears come from missing
my folks, and from knowing what you and
your family are going through at this time
of the year.

Such a special moment is humbling, and
no words or actions can fill in the awkward
moments. Maybe none are needed. 

I found my Christmas spirit. Or rather, it
found me. And in future years, if ever I find
myself lacking in the spirit department at
this time of the year, I will look upon my
living room door and remember the gift I
received from someone who knew how to
live even when dying. I shall whisper a
prayer to her soul, a prayer for her family,
and I shall make sure that, for her sake, I not
only feel the spirit, but pass it on as much
as I am able.
I do hope that, green lawns not withstand-

ing, you have found the Christmas spirit,
and that it stays with you not only over the
holidays, but for the entire year. Merry
Christmas, and all the best for 2016.

They are the most soothing and at the same
time perhaps the most mysterious symbols of
Christmas. They appear in carols, in the Bible,
in Christmas cards and just about every nativity
scene one could imagine. They are seldom
quoted, but always acknowledged as trusted
and worthy guides to a safe and protected
place.

“And there were in the same country,” it says
in the Book of Luke, “shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night...”
Of course, in the biblical reference, the shep-

herds are visited by angels, told of important
events far away, and inspired by a distant star
to travel and seek out the place where Joseph
and Mary attend their newborn child, Jesus, in
a manger. It is they, the shepherds – again ac-
cording to the Bible – who become most re-
sponsible for retelling the story of their journey
and discovery, “glorifying and praising God for
all the things that they had heard and seen.”
Equally significant, to my family at least, and

just as much an annual symbol of Christmas,
is a shepherd created in another piece of litera-
ture, in a completely different era, but some-
how filled with as much mystery and respect as
the biblical shepherds. In the winter of 1974,
Frederick Forsyth, renowned for his full-length
novels “The Day of the Jackel,” “The Odessa
File,” “The Dogs of War” and many other
thrillers, faced a dilemma. His wife kept poking
around in his closets looking for the Christmas
present she figured he’d hidden. When he hu-
moured her by saying he’d forgotten to get her
a gift, she challenged him.

“Oh well, write me a ghost story as a gift,”
Carrie (his wife) said.

Forsyth said that he immediately set about
concocting a plot line for a short story, a
novella. It involved a young Cold War-era pilot
attempting to fly his Royal Air Force Vampire
jet fighter from northern Germany home to
Suffolk, England, late in the night on Christ-
mas Eve in 1957. En route, Forsyth told Open
Road Media, his Vampire suffers “a cata-
strophic electrical failure, which knocks out all
his radio gear and his compass, which is bad
enough. But then he discovers the whole land-
scape beneath him is covered in thick fog. And
because he can’t find his way down he thinks
he’s going to die.”

Enter: The Shepherd. During the Second
World War, research reveals, as Commonwealth
aircrews grew more expert in night-time oper-
ations over Nazi-occupied Europe, Bomber
Command turned to an elite group of pilots,
mostly flying Mosquito fighter-bombers, to set

flares around targets, direct streams of Allied
bombers to and from their targets in total dark-
ness, and on their return trips guide crippled
bombers home safely to their British bases.
These skilled and death-defying Mosquito pi-
lots were known as “shepherds.” In Forsyth’s
novella, just as the young RAF pilot has given
up all hope of finding his way home through
the night fog, a Mosquito appears at his
wingtip and guides him in silence to a safe
landing in England. What happened next,
Forsyth explained, was the twist in the tale.
And it’s chilling.

“In one sitting, Christmas Eve afternoon (in
1974), I just wrote it – about 10,000 words,”
Forsyth said in a mini-documentary. “And I
gave (the manuscript) to my wife the next
morning.”
I remember The Shepherd not as a short story

in a book, so much as I remember it as a mem-
orable piece of radio. In December of 1979, my
young family and I settled into our first Christ-
mas in Edmonton. We barely knew anybody,
but our best friend – at least as far as my wife
Jayne and I were concerned that December –
was CBC Radio, and in particular the evening
current affairs program “As It Happens.” As it
happened that Christmas the program inaugu-
rated the once-a-year-broadcast-reading of The
Shepherd by then senior staff announcer Alan
Maitland. It became an annual tradition at the
CBC and in the Barris household, listening to
Maitland’s classic telling of how that Vampire
pilot was saved by a ghost. 
If you’re reading this Barris Beat on the after-

noon of Thursday, December 24, Christmas
Eve, you still have time to catch this historic
broadcast. At 6:30 p.m. on CBC Radio One (if
you’ve never listened to CBC Radio One be-
fore, it’s 99.1 FM) you’ll hear the evening edi-
tion of “As It Happens” begin. In tonight’s
show, you can hear that annual broadcast of
Forsyth’s The Shepherd read by Alan Maitland.
If you’ve never heard it, set aside the 40 minutes
from 6:30 to 7:10 tonight. Pour a glass of your
favourite holiday cheer. Gather and hush the
family by the radio. Turn the lights down low.
And listen to this riveting, spooky Christmas
tale from its first words: “While waiting for the
control tower to clear me for takeoff…” to its
final ones: “Good night, sir. And Happy
Christmas.” 
You’ll feel as enchanted and safe as any flock in
the care of any shepherd at Christmas.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

The Christmas shepherds

A Blonde Moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

The spirit wreath

Get to know us...
A familiar face at the Dental Centre, Michelle,
has been an integral part of the Orthodontic
program, coordinating patients, staff and
hardware, for 8 years! She ensures that
everything is in place to achieve those confident
smiles that the Dental Centre is known for. 
When she’s not running a tight ship, Michelle
enjoys travelling and adventure.

To help you maximize your 2015 benefits, we
are open between Christmas and New Years!



Uxbridge residents have again proved
their generosity. Josh Morrison
friends and family walked in Santa
Claus parades in Uxbridge, Oshawa
and Port Perry, collecting coins for
the Habitat for Humanity Durham

Penny House. In
total, more than
$700 was col-
lected, with

$469.81 coming from those lining
the Uxbridge parade route. 
Josh said, "I wanted to thank every-

one who brought their donations to
the parade. e Penny House Fund
has over $22,000 now.” He also re-
minds anyone with tubs of coins that
they may contact him (905-852-
4204) or the Uxbridge ReStore (905-
852-5888) to arrange for a pickup. 
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Dec. 24: Goodwood
United Church Christmas Eve Serv-
ice, 7 p.m. All welcome! For information
call Rev. Elaine Lush at 905 640 1781.
Thurs., Dec. 24: Trinity United
Church Christmas Eve Services:
4:30 p.m., Family Service; 8:15 p.m.
Candlelight & Communion Service. All
are invited to attend.

Fri., Dec. 25: Christmas Day Din-
ner, Uxbridge Seniors’ Center, begin-
ning at 12 noon. No charge, open to
everyone. This a full turkey dinner. For
rides or reservations, call St.Paul's Angli-
can Church at 905-852-7016. 
Sun., Dec. 27: Christmas Bird
Count - North Durham Nature,
Uxbridge. Contact Derek Connelly at nd-
nature7@gmail  if you are interested in
participating.  Everyone is welcome! Visit

www.northdurhamnature.com for more
information.

NEXT WEEK
Wed., Dec. 30: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Durham
Forest. This is a 2+ hr., 10+ km fast pace
and hilly loop hike. Meet in the Durham
Forest parking area on the east side of
Conc. 7, 1 km south of Durham 21. Con-
tact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Wed., Dec. 30:  Christmas Bird
Count - North Durham Nature, Beaver-
ton. Contact John McClean at
jmclean@powergate.com if you are inter-
ested in participating. Everyone is wel-
come!   Visit our website
www.northdurhamnature.com for more
information
Thurs., Dec. 31 - New Year's Eve
Games Night for all ages. St. Paul's
Anglican's Church. Doors open at 7
p.m., drop by for a short time or ring in
the New Year with us. Board games,
card games & Wii or bring your favourite
game to play with others. Refreshments
will be served. Free! 905-852-7016 or
www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca
Thurs., Dec. 31: Uxbridge Seniors’
New Yeas Eve Dance. Uxbridge Sen-

iors’ Centre, 75 Marietta St. 8 p.m. Call
Jerry at 905-852-3869 for tickets and in-
formation.
Sat., Jan. 2: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike.  No dogs
please.  Icers or snowshoes may be re-
quired. Join us for breakfast after the
hike. Meet at road side parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862
Sat., Jan. 2: 1st Uxbridge Scouts
E-Waste and Bottle Drive, 9 a.m. -
3 p.m., Uxbridge Canadian Tire. Make
sure your old electronics are properly de-
constructed & recycled to minimize im-
pact to the environment. Empty beer,
wine & liquor containers will be returned
& recycled. Money raised used to send
Scouts to Canadian Jamborees, camps &
other activities. Visit
www.1stUxbridge.ca for further details.
Sun., Jan. 3: Music Fest at
Reachview Village, 10 - 11:15 a.m.
A great venue for children learning to
play instruments or to sing or dance to
display their talents. All welcome. For
more info, please contact jo at 905-852-
6487.

UPCOMING
Fri., Jan., 8: Oak Ridges Trail As-

sociation Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills. Icers and or snow-
shoes are a must. Meet at parking lot on
east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Jan. 16: Shindig Dance featur-
ing Parental Discretion & Witness Protec-
tion. Royal Canadian Legion,109
Franklin St., LLBO.
Mon., Jan. 18: Pineridge Chorus
Guest Night. 7:15 p.m., Uxbridge
Music Hall. For details call 905-852-
6327. Also to be held Mon., Jan. 25.

ONGOING
A Refugee Family is coming to
Uxbridge, sponsored by Trinity United
Church. If you would like to assist with a
financial donation or household goods
please call Cindy at Trinity United Church
at 905 852 6213. A tax receipt will be
issued for financial donations.

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

COMING UP

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

BOLAND BROS.
DRYWALL SERVICE

Framing • Insulation • Boarding • Taping • Painting
Texture Spraying • Water Damaged Ceiling Repairs & Tiling

Small Jobs Welcomed

John 905-640-8321

Since 1967

Free
Estimates

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

BOXING WEEK SPECIAL! PRIME RIB - $8.99/LB.
Remember - Lord
Jesus is the Reason
for the Season.

Love, Joy, Happiness, Peace
and Good Will to ALL in

the celebration of His
BIRTH.

W.B. 

It’s undercoating
season! Have you

got yours?
Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Well-read
Throughout
the Township

Now Accepting Advertisements

2016
Township of Uxbridge 
Spring and Summer

Community Guide
For advertising options, sizes and prices 
call 905.852.1900 
or email the cosmos@powergate.ca

Guide to be distributed February 25th

What's inside:

Spring & Summer
programs and lessons

The popular Summer
Camps Guide insert

Community events
and information

Community groups,
halls and organizations

And more!

Penny House closer to goal

A Division of 
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all 
aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173

thecosmos@powergate.ca
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SERVICES
DO YOU WISH you could create a simple finan-
cial routine that is easy to apply WITHOUT giving
up your lifestyle? It will BLOW YOUR MIND just how
organized & easy your money management can be!
TheMoneyCounsellor.com 905.442.8801   12/24
ELECTROLYSIS by Karen. Permanent Hair Re-
moval. Call for Free Consultation, 905-985-9085.
Waxing also available   1/7
HOUSE CLEANING: Do you need quality cleaning
for your home? Big or small, we clean it all! Call
for an estimate today. 905-251-9961   1/7
RON’S PAINTING SERVICES: “We take the
‘pain’ out of painting!” Free estimates and friendly
service. 705-799-6255   1/7
MATH TUTOR: Grades 9 & 10 Applied. Reason-
able rates. Evenings and weekends. 416-254-3251
3/3
FRENCH TUTOR SESSIONS Experienced
Montessori French Teacher. For a free assesment
text or call 416-705-1169   1/21
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-
employed to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-El-
dridge. 905-852-7281   31/3
QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas, Sheds,
Pool Cabanas, Gazebos, Shelters, Porches & other

Custom Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood
Custom Decks, 905-852-1750, or email
steve@northwoodservices.ca   12/24

PET CARE - Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-
4454   12/24
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding,
Event, Portrait. Web Design for mobile, desktop.
Graphic design & social media. Call Wright Web
Photo, 905-852-9520, www.wrightwebphoto.com
12/24
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced profes-
sional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  12/24
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services: Dog
walking/Cat sitting/Home visits. Now in our 10th
year! Heather Stewart, 905-852-8525. Email
hstewart@home-watch.ca www.home-watch.ca
12/24
THE HOME INSPECTOR: The Home Inspector
wants to remind you to check your smoke and CO
detectors. Wishing everyone a safe and happy hol-
idays. Uxbridge's Registered Professional Home In-
spector, 416-567-4282.    12/24

FOR RENT
INDOOR STORAGE: Ce-
ment floor. 905-852-6407.
12/24

WANTED
HORSE FOR SALE to excel-
lent home only. 14 yr. old Bay
Arabian mare. 15.1hh. Papers.
Used as a pleasure mount. Not
for beginners. Wonderful,
sweet temperament. Price to
be discussed. Call for details
416-799-4467   12/24
HELP FOR HORSE BARN in
Uxbridge required. Mornings
and some evenings. Good re-
muneration. Must have expe-
rience. 905-852-5458.
12/24
HOUSE WANTED (TO
BUY):  Looking for a modest

house to buy in Sunderland area. 3 bedroom or the
space to create 3rd bedroom. 416-799-4467
12/24

FOR SALE
SNOWBLOWERS, Gas-powered forklift. 647-
391-0326   12/24

BAND INSTRUMENTS: U.S.S. Band Director
selling personal instruments. Brass, woodwind, etc.
Best offer accepted. Also, apt. size piano, excellent
condition, $400. Conn organ, 2 manual, 2 octave
bass pedals, w/ bench, $500.   12/24 

EVENTS
SHINDIG DANCE featuring Parental Discretion
and Witness Protection. Sat., Jan. 16, Royal
Canadian Legion, 109 Franklin St. All welcome.
LLBO. 1/14

MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION - A
practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion into
your life. Please join us for a twice monthly meeting
including group meditation, some teaching and time
for discussion. Experienced and those new to
meditation are welcome. These meetings will run
on the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month.
Uxbridge location. Contact Gail at 905-904-0273
or email ghorner@zing-net.ca for details.   12/24

REWARD
LOST CAT: Grey tabby, neutered, no collar, white
markings, Uxbridge. Friendly, missing since July 26,
name is Joey. 416-697-1600   12/24

PERSONAL
REV., CHAP. 11 is in the context of TWO
WITNESSES! Rev. 11:15 - The Lord (Jesus) and His
Christ (11:8 Jesus being the crucified Lord!)  W.B.
12/24

MAITREYA BUDDHA IS HERE! LISTEN AS HE
GIVES A MESSAGE. “Hand” and info. pkg. on
request. 1-888-278-8272. See menu...www.share-
international.org Re: The Christ - World Teacher.
W.B.   12/24

FOUND
iPOD: Found on Nelkydd Ave. Thurs., Dec. 17, in
the evening. 905-862-0316.   12/24

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“When the shepherds saw
Jesus, they told his parents
what the angel had said
about him.”             Luke 2:17

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

STAN -  Your Local
Handyman

Give me a call
No job too small

905.852.6970 or 
(cell) 416-705-6970

RON BROWN AUTO
We will not be undersold.

We service all 
makes and models.

We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

FROM OUR FAMILY
TO YOURS

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT

9269 3rd Concession
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SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

905-985-8171
customerservice@compton.net

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started

or bundle your current packages.

Operated by Rogers Communications

!ank you to all our advertisers who invest
in reaching a truly local audience.

!ank you to all our readers for trusting us to be your
source for local news and information.

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas
and a Prosperous 2016!

Cosmos
Print Services


