
BIG WIN FROM THE BIA - Kim Kelland of Uxbridge was the winner of the Uxbridge BIA’s recent Shop Uxbridge promotion. Mrs. Kelland, who filled out
her winning ballot at Vince’s Market, won  $5,000 to spend at any of the businesses/retailers in the Business Improvement Area. Presenting her big win are
Vince’s employees Maggie Talsma, left, and Kim Jones. Other winners can be seen online at www.thecosmos.ca Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge council's committee of the
whole approved the proposed 2016
budget on Monday, setting the stage
for what should be certain passage at
next week's council meeting.
Councillor Pat Molloy, chair of the

finance committee, commended
township staff for their work on the
budget, saying department heads had
cut costs as far as possible.
"If we want to keep services and fa-

cilities the way they are, this is what
it costs," he said.

What it costs is $14.9 million for
operating expenses and $9.1 million
in capital spending. Of that $24 mil-
lion, $11.4 million will come from
property taxes.

Mr. Molloy said that represents a
property tax increase of 3.7 per cent,

plus an additional 1.2 per cent levy
for the Asset Preservation Fund and
the Brock Street culvert replacement.
He said that would mean an increase
of $61 in taxes paid on a property as-
sessed at $450,000, which he said is
the Uxbridge average. However,
that's just for Uxbridge. Taxes paid
to the Region of Durham and for ed-
ucation will raise that figure to a
$116 tax increase.

Councillors appeared to be antici-
pating receiving complaints from the
public.

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
people should know that the tax rate
was already at two per cent before the
budget discussions began. She said
that was due to money lost because
of lower property taxes being paid by
the aggregate industry and less fund-
ing from the province.

"These are decisions made by some-
one else," she said, adding that the
final budget was due to the diligence
of staff in making cuts.

But the mayor also noted that few
people attended the public budget
meetings.

"You should tell us where we're
wrong instead of writing letters to say
you can't afford to live here," she
said.

Meeting with the media later, Mr.
Molloy said councillors and staff had
found as many savings as they could.
"We hate seeing tax increases but if

we want to keep the level of services,
this is what it takes," he said. "That's
life!"
He said the budget is not out of line

given that the cost-of-living rate is
two per cent, the cost of hydro and
water is increasing and banks are pay-

ing lower interest rates on the town-
ship's "reserves of millions".

"We're looking for new sources of
income," he added, "but we can't in-
crease our sales like a salesman." 

In another example of frustration
with provincial policy. Mr. Molloy
noted the building department had a
busy year in 2015, selling more per-
mits than it has in a long time. How-
ever, provincial policy demands that
that particular department break
even. It must spend its excess money
within the department instead of
putting it into the general coffers.
Asked about the future, Mr. Molloy

noted the township already has $4
million set aside from development
charges to help pay for the new
swimming pool a few years down the
road. As well, he said the Fields of
Uxbridge will need facilities and

services which also will be paid for
mainly from reserves.

"We've got a good inventory of re-
serves, money put away in good
places," he said, noting that setting
up a reserve for the new fire hall had
saved the taxpayers from being hit
with a big bill all at once.

When questioned about a vision for
Uxbridge revitalization, he said the
township is looking at other options
to go along with the replacement of
the Brock Street culvert, a major
project set to start in a few years. 

Siloam Hall proposal dumped: In a
letter to council, former councillor
Bev Northeast suggested that the
township should move the Siloam
Hall to Leaskdale instead of selling it.

Mrs. Northeast said the hall could
be moved to the Leaskdale park to
serve as a community centre for that
hamlet. 

Councillor Molloy opposed the
idea, saying: "We've got enough
halls."

Mayor O'Connor said it would be
too expensive to move the building.
"It's a good thought, but not possi-

ble," she said.

Parks on the agenda: In a deputa-
tion to council, Scott Carpenter pre-
sented a detailed case for a park to be
established in the Cemetery
Road/Campbell Drive area.

Mr. Carpenter said there are up-
wards of 50 children in the area and
the closest park is 2.2 kilometres
away. He proposed a couple of sites
where a park could be established.

Mayor O'Connor noted that fund-
ing for the park is in the budget and
council only has to decide on a loca-
tion. She said council has to wait for
a report from facilities manager Bob
Ferguson, who noted there are pros
and cons to both suggested sites.

In a similar vein, Julia Stevens ap-
peared before council to ask that a
park in the Appletree Crescent area
be named after the late Christopher
Chapman.

...continued on page 2
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Budget is set - get ready to open your wallets

          Monday to Thursday       8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
          Friday &  Saturday         8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
          Sunday                            9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

19 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

Baby, It’s Cold Outside! 
Come warm up

with us!
Coffees - Pastries - Teas Marie Persaud

Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca Not intended to solicit sellers currently under contract.

I have qualified buyers looking 
for waterfront properties.
If you have waterfront on

Wagners Lake, Lake Scugog
or Lake Simcoe, call me at 
416-970-8979 to discuss.

I have qualified buyers looking 
for waterfront properties.
If you have waterfront on

Wagners Lake, Lake Scugog
or Lake Simcoe, call me at 
416-970-8979 to discuss.
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Going to press soon - don’t
delay! Book your spot today!

What's inside:

Spring & Summer
programs and lessons

The popular Summer
Camps Guide insert

Community events and
information

Community groups, halls
and organizations

THE guide to activities in Uxbridge!

2016
Township of Uxbridge 
Spring and Summer

Community
Guide
For advertising options, sizes and prices 
call 905.852.1900 
or email thecosmos@powergate.ca

Guide to be distributed February 25th

Well-read
Throughout
the Township

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison

Many sports enthusiasts will be pleased with the
recent wintry weather!

You are reminded of the Udora-Leaskdale
Lions' Club  Spaghetti Dinner at the Udora
Community Centre, taking place January 22,
5:30 - 7 p.m. Come out and enjoy a good meal
and support your local Lions' Club.
Men's Breakfast will be on Saturday, February

6 at 8:30 a.m. in St. Paul's Leaskdale Church.
Come, join in for a tasty meal and fellowship to
follow.

e Annual General Meeting of St. Paul's
Leaskdale Presbyterian Church is scheduled to
take place on Sunday, February 28, after the 11
a.m. service. A soup lunch will precede the busi-
ness meeting. All are welcome.

Parks, from page 1

Ms. Stevens noted that Mr. Chapman, an
Oscar-winner for his innovative work in cine-
matography, had lived in Uxbridge for 44 years
and a founder of the Celebration of the Arts.
Mr. Chapman died last year.
Mayor O'Connor said council will deal with

the request within the next month.

Moraine migraine: Mayor O'Connor, never
one to back away from criticizing provincial pol-
icy, had more of the same when council received
a letter from the Ministry of the Environment

advising them that ClubLink Corp. is applying
for a permit to take water for its golf course op-
erations in the Goodwood area. 

The application, if approved, would see
ClubLink take up to a billion litres of water a
year from the aquifer for the next 10 years.
The mayor noted that Uxbridge approval is not

required.
"There's no say for Uxbridge at all," she said.
She also noted that while development in the

township is severely restricted by the provincial
Oak Ridges Moraine Act, the moraine itself is
slowly and gradually being stripped away by the
aggregate industry.
"What are we protecting?" she asked.

For more stories and photos, be sure to visit 
The Uxbridge Cosmos online at www.thecosmos.ca

Now mobile-friendly!



by Nique errien

Students of Presley High -  or rather,
Uxbridge Secondary School  - are prepar-
ing for the opening night of the ‘Drama
in the Community’ course’s play per-
formance on Tuesday, January 19. is
year the drama class went with a different
but entertaining selection. Entitled “e
Election”, it’s written by Don Zolidis and
is set at Presley High school, where an
election is being held for student body
president. It is a comedy style political
satire. ‘Drama in the Community’ is a
grade 11 and 12 course, and the play is
directed by drama teacher Mr. Grujicich.

“e Election” is about a high school
student named Mark Davenport, played
by Dan Brown, who decides to run for
student body president. With only one
other opponent in the race, nerdy
Christy Martin, played by Leslie Higgins,
it seemed winning will be a breeze. Little
does he know that there are other players
in this game. Come and watch as Kyli, a
host of the local T.V. channel, played by
Carlyn Rahusaar Routledge, captures
their debates, press conferences, inter-
views and more, as they struggle to win
over the students and get their votes. It is
a fun and intense political satire filled
with laughter, suspense and maybe even
some tears.

When Mr. Grujicich was asked about
the play and how he felt it was going, he
only had great things to say. 
“e play is going really well. It feels re-

ally organized because people are really
on top of things. is year it was a little
bit of a risk, in that it’s very different
from all the other plays we’ve done in this
course, Drama in the Community. All
the plays we’ve done since I’ve been
doing it (and this is my seventh ‘Drama
in the Community’ play), have always
been a different time period or classical
or Shakespeare. I wanted to take a bit of
a chance and do something that was
modern and that was set today, with
modern costumes and language. It has
been a very different process but people
have responded very well to that. It’s
great to be able to do dialogue that you
don’t have to look up in a dictionary! It’s
very accessible for everyone in the cast.

I think people should come see it be-
cause I think it’s really funny. It makes a
really funny but pointed satirical com-
ment on politics. Especially in a year
when elections have been so huge. It feels
like it’s very timely. It will be fun and

make people laugh, and I think it will
make them think.”

e students have to audition to get in
and only a certain number of students are
accepted. en, the students spend all of
the semester preparing for the opening
night of the play. e lines have to be
memorized, costumes chosen, dress re-
hearsals, tech rehearsals and much more.
A lot of work goes into preparing the
plays, but it always turns out amazing. 
Katrina Hachey, a grade 11 student who

is involved in the play, is really excited
about e Election performances “I
would definitely recommend people
come and see the play, e Election, be-
cause it is a great show, everyone has put
a lot of hard work into it.” 

Carlyn Rahusaar Routledge, who plays
Kyli, the TV show host, is quite im-
pressed with how well the play is turning
out. 
“I think it’s going really well. I think for

a class to put it together; a bunch of
teenagers who don’t have a lot of profes-
sional experience, putting us together has
been really amazing. 

“e Election”’s stage manager, Sam
Tong, believes everyone is ready for the
performances this week. 
“I think the play is going very well. We

are very prepared for the show this week.
I think the audience will absolutely love
all the satirical content that was added to
the play, I think they will get most of the
references to our school and our wonder-

ful town. My favorite part of the play is
the audition scene to be Mark’s girlfriend.
e scene was actually written by the
people in our class because we were al-
lowed to add on to our play. I think every
student in the class is very passionate and
I know they will put on a great show!”

“e Election” opens Tuesday night,
and runs Wednesday, ursday, Friday

and Saturday at 7 p.m. Cost is $10 per
ticket. Tickets will be sold at the door
every night, and there will be food of-
fered during intermission. It is sure to be
an amazing week for the Uxbridge Tiger’s
drama department. 
Hope to see you all there, and as always,

have an amazing week, Tigers!
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Across
1. Hooters
5. ..."Once and for ___!"
8. Air circulating device
11. Cheer
12. Excel chart
13. Past
14. Alternative
15. Drink with jam and bread?
16. Congeal
17. Podiatrist's fetish
19. Money that is battled for
21. Palatial
24. Nifty
27. Adage
30. Describing a crucial hour
32. Lobby, say
34. Perceive with the eyes
35. Usher tune
36. "All ___ are off!"
38. Do-over
40. Prevent
43. So last year
45. Bounce
48. Part of U.A.E.
50. Residue from a stogie
51. Astonish
52. Confront
53. E or G, e.g.
54. X rating?
55. Vamoosed

Down
1. Aluminum source
2. Pack animal
3. Get checkmated
4. Beef cow
5. Rental unit, for short
6. Whopper, e.g.
7. Ballet move
8. Buckles, as a seat belt
9. Go gray
10. That was a lie!
18. Connections
20. It's next to nothing
22. Iron, e.g.
23. Wish you were ___!
25. Gobbled up
26. Everyday article
27. Agent
28. Lionel Richie's "You ___"
29. Rolling in dough
31. Docs for dachshunds
33. "Thar ___ blows!"
37. Personnel
39. "___ does it!"
41. Like some votes
42. Clip
43. Popular tree
44. Play for a sap
46. Have chits out
47. Write
49. Resting place

Aiden & Carly Shortt
are proud to announce
the arrival of their

baby sister
Ellen Lily Violet

Shortt
born January 7,

2016

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

Are you voting for Mark Davenport in The Election?
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Those unhappy about the lack of re-
liable reasonably priced high-speed
internet service in rural parts of
Uxbridge and Scugog townships
should act on a limited opportunity
to express their concerns to the fed-
eral government.
The Canadian Radio-television and

Communications Commission
(CRTC) is seeking written com-
ments until February 8. It is also run-
ning a short online survey, with
several questions of interest to rural
residents.The easiest way to get the
details and online links is to google
the title of the CRTC news release:
“/The CRTC wants to talk about
broadband Internet with Canadi-
ans!”/
The Harper government announced

at least twice promised federal money
to upgrade rural internet service. The
most recent commitment – of $305

million – was made in the 2014
budget. But little or nothing was
done with that allocation. The more
people speak up now – including the
two township councils – the more
likely we are to see some action.

By the way, our councillors should
look into what local governments in
the Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Cau-
cus have achieved in creating a high-
speed network for more than 90 per
cent of the homes and businesses in
eastern Ontario, many of them in
rural locations.

Bruce Cohen
Goodwood

We experienced the quintessential
Uxbridge generosity on Thursday,
December 10, at the Uxbridge Music
hall with the delightful “A Very Diva
Christmas - with the Boys in the
Band”.  The Divas - Whitney Ross-

Barris, Leah Daniels, Melinda De-
lorme, Nancy Hall, Leslie Higgins
and the Pavlov Dogs Handbell En-
semble, imparted Christmas spirit
galore. Local “Boys in the Band”
were James Warburton, Chris Saun-
ders, Barry Fraser, and Cameron
Campitelli. What an amazing
evening of talent! 

We are so grateful to Mike and
Kathy Bridgeman who organized and
orchestrated the concert, which was
a fundraiser for our local charity –
Sunrise Pregnancy and Family Sup-
port Services. The money received
will benefit our programs greatly and
the many families that we are privi-
leged “to assist and equip”.

Karen Perrott
Esther Veens

Sunrise Pregnancy and 
Family Support Services

Letters to the Editor

This edition of The Cosmos may be thin in page number, but it’s a valuable
edition nonetheless. For within its pages, one of the finest, most controversial,
most talked about, most annoying and most friendly people that has ever put
ink on paper in Uxbridge is saying goodbye. 

Harry Stemp has made the difficult decision to put down the spoon, as it
were, after having published ‘Stemp’s Stew’ for over half a century. We don’t
remember a time when it wasn’t there to read - first in the Times-Journal,
then brief hiatus, then here in The Cosmos (hard luck for the TJ). We remem-
ber reading ‘Stew’, as he calls it, when the paper it was written on was thin
and grey, the ink smudging off on our hands. For this editor, reading ‘Stew’
was how I learned to discern the difference between hard news reporting and
writing an opinion, taking a slant. Because if you take one topic, put a “news
story” next to a ‘Stew’ and read them both, you can be sure than one will
(hopefully) be straightforward and filled with facts, whereas the other will be
full of opinion, scolding (if necessary), fiery and enthusiastic. A column is
an opportunity to express opinion, and our Harry Stemp certainly took ad-
vantage of that forum! 
We’re going to miss you, Harry. We’re glad that you’re going to actually try

and relax a little, now that you don’t have a column to worry about every
couple of weeks. And we know that we will see you in town very soon - well,
when the snow disappears - and that you will have just as many tales to tell
as ever. We look foward to seeing you. Thank you for all you’ve done for the
newspaper industry here in Uxbridge, and in Ontario. If it weren’t for you,
I, now an editor, might never have walked into your office one day and de-
manded to know what it took to be a journalist. Your smile and your passion
taught me everything I needed to know.

On behalf of The Cosmos, and Uxbridge - thank you.
----------

It appears that the debate over whether children who have head lice should
be allowed to remain in school is really heating up. We’re heard many differ-
ent interviews and opinions on the news over the past couple of weeks, and
we find the subject rather interesting. Saying that a child has the right to go
to school and get an education is so very true. But don’t keep them at school
when they have lice. Saying that head lice isn’t a public health issue is so very
true. But don’t keep kids at school when they have it. Saying that the public
is misinformed about head lice is rubbish, as we all have access to Google
and can look up in a heartbeat what a louse looks like, what a nit looks like,
and what to do. Head lice is a nuisance, more than anything else, but if a
child at school has head lice, and he passes it on to another child who has
head lice, and they both stay at school, who is going to spend the time picking
at those childrens’ heads to get rid of it? The little blighters don’t disappear
all on their own, and they don’t disappear immediately.
Children with head lice should be kept home so that the little critters don’t

end up on another child’s head, forcing that child’s caregiver to also have to
stay at home. Lots of adult “sick days” have been used up because parents
have stayed at home picking nits. It is a lousy job, and no one wants to do it.   
Sure, send the kid with head lice back to school. Bet her best friend’s mom

will love you for it. Not.

Our two cents
A legend in our town

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is
not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any other errors or omissions in ad-
vertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in
any form without permission.

When I last wrote this column it was
after our first snow fall; since then
winter has come back with
vengeance! Or should I say as strong
as is possible, with all of the green-
house gas pollution heating up the
environment. We need to work to-
gether to create a healthier environ-
ment for our future, so let’s get on
board and send in ideas to the news-
paper of how we can assist in this
goal.

e north park is again the sports
centre for Goodwood, with the Lions
skating rink in operation and future
hockey stars taking to the ice along
with many families enjoying their
time together. ere are only possibly
two months of cold temperatures
left, so get out and enjoy the ice skat-
ing while you can.

e Foster Memorial is looking for
retired individuals who are interested
in being a tourism facilitator for the
Foster Memorial. e Foster is also

renting out spots for those who
would like to hold a garage sale at
this busy location. Please call 905-
640-3966 or bnortheast@power-
gate.ca

e Goodwood United church is
holding their luncheons on the last
ursday of the month and it is a de-
licious lunch where you can meet
neighbors, friends or welcome new
families to the community.

e Goodwood Baptist church
holds Sunday service at 11 a.m., with
Sunday School at 10 a.m., and all are
welcome to attend. January 31 music
is with Cayle St. John; February 7
music with e Harmony; February
14 music with Cheryl Hockley; Feb-
ruary 21 music with Aaron Clubine;
Februar 28 music is with the Wood-
cock Brothers. Every Tuesday at 6:45
p.m. is Kids’ club and youth fellow-
ship, and at 7 p.m., Church Bible
study and Prayer meeting.

Exciting news - Vacation Bible

Camp will be returning again! July 4
- 8 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. for Junior
Kindergarten to Grade 6. e theme
this year is “Ocean Commotion”,
with the children diving deep into
the account of Noah and the Flood
from the book of Genesis. Pre-regis-
tration is recommended; this pro-
gram is free and you can register by
calling the church office at 905-640-
3111. Don’t delay, as this program is
very popular.

Our sincere condolences to the
Hockley family on the passing of
Ken Hockley, who was a tireless
worker at the church and an excellent
friend to many residents. He will cer-
tainly be missed.
Please take care on the roads and re-

member - speeding is a problem in
this township and we all need to
work together to address this issue.
ank you to those who obey the
speed limit and show respect for oth-
ers.

Goodwood News with Bev Northeast
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You no doubt noticed the "---30---" heading on
this week’s ‘Stew’. In the publishing business
that’s the editorial symbol for “the end”. And
that is exactly what it means for ‘Stemp’s Stew’. 
I started writing ‘Stew’ back in the 1960s when

our company acquired the Lake Simcoe Advocate
in Sutton on a bad debt. I travelled to Sutton
several times a week. Sold ads, covered council
meetings and other news events, and middle of
the week delivered the paper to the many outlets
we had in Georgina Township. It was the begin-
ning of our chain which eventually grew to 11,
including the Uxbridge Times-Journal. A real suc-
cess story for my partner Bill Keyzers and myself. 
For me who loved the newspaper industry long

before I started at the Times-Journal it was a
dream come true. Two uncles - Bill and Ted -
both started their newspaper careers as appren-
tices at the TJ, and when they visited and told
stories about being printers I knew it was exactly
what I wanted to do. I was ecstatic when the late
Harold Cave hired me as an apprentice at $6 a
week. It was all I ever wanted to do and when
Dad gave me the green light to leave school at
14 and work for TJ, I was in seventh heaven. At
the time I also spent a lot of time at the arena. A
rink rat, cleaning ice, etc., for free admission and
a hot dog. 

Everyone ribbed me that I worked for the
Times-Journal, which carried no sports. I told
Mr. Cave that it was a laughing matter around
town that the paper carried no sports, and that I
didn’t like that they were laughing at the news-
paper where I worked. He sucked on his curled
pipe and said, “Well, what do you want to do
about it?” I said I would cover sports for the
paper. He sucked on his pipe and said, “Okay,
but I won’t pay you for it.” I said that was fine
with me but every article had to carry the byline
‘by Harry Stemp’. I didn’t want him to get credit
for my work. He agreed and the rest is history. I
soon had a full page of sports and a personal col-
umn. Later I wrote for the new owners Peter and
Leila Hvidsten - but they paid me. 

By the time the Lake Simcoe Advocate became
available, I had been writing for several years and
was well-equipped to handle the editorial end as
well as sell advertising. I soon made friends with
town councillors and business people and the
paper quickly grew. It became a real success in a
short time. Arriving in Sutton early mornings, I
made it a point to visit the local coffee shop to
mix and get to know the business people and
councillors who hung out there. One morning
when we were swapping stories, Sam Nasello,
who ran a fruit store at the time said, “You’re al-
ways telling us these entertaining stories about
life, etc. Why you don’t write a weekly personal

column? I think your readers would enjoy it.”
This was the start of ‘Stemp’s Stew’.  It became a
huge success, and it wasn’t long until it ran in
every newspaper we bought. I could tell by the
comments and the letters to the editor that it was
being well read.  

It was called a ‘Stew’ as I didn’t like long
columns on one subject, although some, like
writing a full column sometimes (like on the
deaths of my mother and father), were consid-
ered some of my best. ‘Stew’ means a bit of
everything tossed into the mix. The readers en-
joyed it and I enjoyed writing it.  Much to the
chagrin of my two growing boys, Dana and
Ryan, many columns carried funny anecdotes
about what was going on at home. ‘Stew’ ran in
the Times-Journal, until it and our other papers
were eventually purchased by Metroland, owned
by the Toronto Star. They were not interested in
‘Stew’ so I shut down the typewriter and took a
few years rest, missing the interaction with the
people. One day, relaxing in Barbados, I got an
email from Conrad Boyce who had started The
Cosmos. Would I consider writing ‘Stew’ again,
as he thought it would add interest to his paper?
Starting a newspaper and operating on a shoe-
string left no room in the budget for a columnist,
but I didn’t care as I was so anxious to get back
in the saddle again. I agreed. I continued when
Lisha Van Nieuwenhove took over the paper.
She’s been doing a great job of keeping our only
truly local newspaper coming out every week for
our enjoyment. 
Having just turned 81, spending more time out

of Uxbridge than in, and trying to stay on top
of local happenings is not easy. Having said this,
I feel it is time for the ‘Stew’ to be retired. This
has not been an easy decision, but all good things
must come to an end. The editor in me is saying
the time is now.  I took pride in ‘Stew’ always
being an ‘in your face’ type of column that urged
residents to do their best for our community.
‘Stew’ supported all of the events organized by
hard-working residents and if I saw something I
didn’t like, prodded them to get off their butts
and do something to make it better.
I want to end by saying a big ‘thank you’ for all

the support I have received from my hometown
readers for so many years. And a special ‘thank
you’ to both Conrad and Lisha for giving me the
opportunity to write ‘Stew’ for an additional 10
years in the community where I was born, and
have loved to the fullest for my 81 years. To all
the newcomers I want to say ‘welcome’. Hope
you learn to enjoy Uxbridge as much as I have.
Right now I am going to have a ‘cold one’ and
go relax on the beach. 
Adieu everyone – until we meet again.

Last Friday, when the tributes, reminiscences
and spiritual acknowledgements at our neigh-
bour Ronnie Egan’s funeral came to an end,
many of us retired to the basement hall of the
church for conversation and, well, refresh-
ments. There was lots of coffee and tea and
something to tide everybody over. The banquet
tables were laid out with veggies and dip, cheese
and crackers, fruits and sweets and, of course,
sandwiches.

“What else?” I heard someone say. “Ronnie
wouldn’t have wanted it any other way, but to
have egg-salad sandwiches.” And it’s true. Ron-
nie, like so many of her generation, often felt
compelled to prepare something to eat as part
of any event – whether a visit from friends in
her living room or sustenance for bingo players
at the Legion on Thursday nights.

Whether it’s following a sombre ceremony,
such as a funeral or a celebration of life, or sym-
bolizing the fruits of our harvest at Thanksgiv-
ing, it’s no surprise that food gives us nutrition,
energy, sustenance and perhaps most important
of all, comfort. When I’m feeling ill – whether
from a miserable cold or a debilitating strain of
flu – nothing offers me more comfort than a
bowl of piping hot soup. I always remember
that old Vaudeville routine about two Samari-
tans coming across a sick man.
“This man is nearly dead!” says the first man.
“Give him some chicken soup,” the other sug-

gests.
“At this stage, I don’t think it’ll help.”
“It wouldn’t hurt.”
I remember a while ago, I actually searched

on the Internet and in more traditional ways
(in some of our hard-copy cookbooks) for evi-
dence that chicken soup helped anybody fight
off anything, a cold of influenza, for example.
Nothing. No evidence whatsoever. For me,
however, somehow it was the physical sensa-
tions that soup provided – the steam up the
nostrils, the soothing sensation on the back of
the throat, and the warmth in the belly – that
at least alleviated the symptoms. It was food for
comfort, even if it had no medicinal value at
all.
Of course, the other satisfaction food provides
is in the preparation. I don’t have many special-
ties as a chef. I enjoy barbequing, no matter
what the season. I used to make bread, until I
realized that my wife was a much better baker
than I. And occasionally I concoct a dessert
called Ice Box Cake, a wild combination of
sliced bananas, a layer of graham wafers, and
chocolate and vanilla pudding. It came in very
handy in Edmonton one year, when the TV

station where I was appearing wanted to pub-
lish a cookbook of dishes prepared by some of
its on-air broadcasters. It suddenly became
Broadcasters’ Ice Box Cake. 

The one dish I truly enjoy preparing is
spaghetti and meat sauce. There’s nothing
unique about any of the ingredients or in any
of my preparations. I guess it’s just the tactile
sensations of chopping up onions and garlic,
cooking the meat, adding the sauce ingredients
and timing everything to be ready when the
pasta reaches the right consistency. Again, it’s
not rocket science, but it is satisfying to make
and to eat.

We’re fortunate in Canada to have four dis-
tinct seasons. Most of us associate foods with
each. For me, spring tastes are those of the first
garden vegetables, such as the first shoots of
wild or cultivated asparagus or the first Ontario
strawberries. Summer delivers a multitude of
flavours, but one of my favourites is that of
fresh corn and, yes, since I’m the outdoor cook,
barbequed burgers, steaks and eggplants are my
favourites. In the fall, it’s hard to beat McIntosh
apples. And I associate hot stews with winter. 
Then, there were always the specialties associ-
ated with specific holidays. “The year’s almost
over,” I used to remind my mother. “Time for
bacon-wrapped dates on New Year’s Eve.” For
me it was the best way to kick off the early
hours of a new calendar year. 
After my mother died in 2008, my sister and

my wife, who had both learned to cook one of
her Greek food specialties – spanakopita
(spinach pies) – decided to keep one of her
cooking traditions alive. Each December, they
designated a day between Christmas and New
Year’s to assemble in a kitchen and cook the
dish for holiday meals. The last couple of years,
our daughters have joined the cook-a-thon.
And this year, even the grandchildren got in-
volved.

“We should call it ‘Spanikopalooza,’” daugh-
ter Whitney suggested. 

Last weekend, after Ronnie’s funeral, Jayne
and I got away with members of my oldtimers
hockey team for a tournament in Niagara Falls.
Not surprisingly, our two-day escape is spiced
by favourite food moments too – a night out
for a steak and wine overlooking the falls, and
a Saturday morning breakfast at Basell’s Restau-
rant. Like so many important food moments
during the year, cooking and eating with
friends or family members always leaves a good
taste in the mouth and the memory.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Food for thought and comfort

New Year. New You. Start it at Canadian Tire Uxbridge! 

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Reg. $999.99

H35E Elliptical

$39999NOW
ea.

14 digital resistance
levels and SMRTM

84-7870-6SAVE
60%

$33.34
IN 12 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

Reg. $1499.99

H45E Elliptical
Trainer

$59999NOW
ea.

18 workout apps

84-7873-0

Reg. $1299.99

H35E 30T Treadmill

$49999NOW
ea.

2.0 CHP MachTM motor. 
16” x 50” tread belt.

84-7875-6

/mth.
$50.00
IN 12 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

/mth.
$41.67
IN 12 EQUAL
MONTHLY 
PAYMENTS
NO FEE
NO INTEREST

/mth.

Stemp’s Stew
column by Harry Stemp
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by Roger Varley

With only four
games remaining
in the regular
season, the
Uxbridge Bruins
find themselves
in a tight race for
optimum posi-
tioning heading
into the playoffs.

e Bruins are
battling with the
Port Perry Mo-
Jacks and the Lit-
tle Britain

Merchants for second place and a first-
round playoff bye in the seven-team
OHA Junior C Central Division. Port
Perry has 48 points, the Bruins have 47
and the Merchants 42, although the
Merchants have three games in hand
over both teams. e Lakefield Chiefs
have an outside chance - exceedingly
slim - of taking second. e Clarington
Eagles, who have led the league all sea-
son long, have clinched first place.
In the playoffs, the top two teams have

a bye in the first round, while the third
place team meets the sixth place squad
and the fourth meets the fifth.

at battle for second makes tomor-
row night's match-up against the Mo-

Jacks at the arena
a must-win for
both teams. In
their six previous
meetings this sea-
son, the Bruins

have won four.
e Bruins lost what also could be

considered a must-win when they were
doubled 4-2  by the Merchants in Little
Britain on Saturday. e Merchants
opened the scoring early in the first but
the Bruins came back five minutes later
with a power-play goal by Daryl om-
son, assisted by Marco Mastrangelo.

e Bruins took the lead midway
through the second on another power
play goal by omson, this time assisted
by Alex Siblock, but the Merchants tied
the score with their own power-play
marker as the period died down. With
less than a minute left in the period,
Brett omson was involved in a fight
with Kenzie Smith but it was brother
Daryl
who felt the heavy hand of the officials
for being the third man in. Daryl was
penalized for fighting, head contact and
travesty of game, meaning the Bruins

will be without his services for at least
the next couple of games.

In the third, Little Britain scored an-
other power play goal and finished it off
with an empty-netter as goalie Brandon
Francey was pulled for the extra at-
tacker.
Saturday's loss was a turn-around from

Friday, when the Bruins' relentless at-
tack on the North Kawartha Knights
gave them a 5-1 win. Despite dominat-
ing the Knights, however, the Bruins
found themselves down 1-0 at the end
of the first when the Knights scored
after picking up defenceman Jordan
Nesbitt's inadvisable pass in front of his
own goal.
In the second, the Bruins again domi-

nated but were able to score only one
goal, courtesy of Siblock, assisted by
Mastrangelo. However, the Knights'
goalie was hurt on the play and replaced
by the backup.

In the third pe-
riod, the Bruins
staged an on-
slaught, with
Daryl omson
scoring after just
40 seconds, as-
sisted by Nesbitt
and Mastrangelo.
Less than a minute
later, Patrick Bola-
hood scored when
he poked the puck
from under the
North Kawartha
goalie's pads. As-
sists went to
omas Swift and
Daryl omson.
Keeping up relent-
less pressure,
Siblock scored
again, with Nesbitt
getting his second
assist, and then
scored the hat-
trick on a beauti-
fully timed pass
from Daryl om-
son. Mastrangelo
had his third assist.
Following tomor-

row night's game,
the Bruins head to
Lakefield for their
final regular season
meeting against
the Chiefs. In six
previous games,
both teams have
won three.
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Jan. 21: Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang. OnStage Uxbridge’s final week-
end of this classic tale brought to life!
Thurs., Fri. Sat. at 7:30 p.m.; also Sat.,
2 p.m. Tickets at www.starticketing.com
or at the box office. Uxbridge Music Hall.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Jan. 25: Pineridge Chorus
Guest Night. 7:15 p.m., Uxbridge
Music Hall. For details call 905-852-
6327. 
Thurs., Jan. 21: Lunch n’ Learn -
Tax Tips - Preparing Your 2015 Return

and Planning for 2016. Janet McGhee,
Chartered Accountant, will answer your
questions. St. Paul's Anglican Church. 12
noon pay-what-you-can luncheon catered
by North House followed by presentation
and question & answer period. Space is
limited, please call 905-852-7016 to re-
serve your spot.
Fri., Jan. 22: Udora-Leaskdale
Lions Club  Spaghetti Dinner,
Udora Hall. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Three
courses, adults $12; children under 12,
$6; and five and under free.
Sat., Jan. 23:  Robert Burns Sup-
per, 6 p.m. Uxbridge Legion Pipes &
Drums hosts an evening of songs, poetry

(including Address to the Haggis), toasts,
and tributes to Scotland's bard. Hear the
pipes & drums, feast on roast beef & hag-
gis, and flaunt your tartan! Tickets $45,
available at
www.uxbridgepipeband.com/#!burns-
night, from band members, or at the
Uxbridge Legion bar, 109 Franklin St.,
until Jan. 18. For more information con-
tact Andrea Lehman at (416) 899 8412.

UPCOMING
Beginning Jan. 18: Monday Morn-
ing Singers, St. Paul's Anglican
Church. Beat the 'Winter Blahs' by
singing with this women's choir, directed
by Anne Mizen. The group's preparing a
spring concert on April 29th. Practices
are Mondays, 9:15-11:30 a.m. No au-
ditions. Visit www.mmsingers.org, 905-
852-3693.

Thurs., Jan. 28: North Durham
Nature Members Night. Several pre-
senters, including: John McLean on "The
High Arctic Oasis"; James Kamstra on
"Queen Elizabeth Wildlands"; Derek
Connelly on "Thunder Cape Bird Obser-
vatory"; Jay Thibert on "Belizean Adven-
tures"; Cara Gregory on local treasure
"The Nonquon Wetland". Uxbridge Sen-
iors' Centre, 7 p.m. Everyone welcome!
Visit  www.northdurhamnature.com for
more information or contact Derek at
905-852-5432 or by e-mail at ndna-
ture7@gmail.com.                                  

ONGOING
Starting Thurs., Jan. 7, from  2 - 3 p.m.,
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Light exer-
cises to improve and strengthen muscles
and joints, using a chair if needed for

support. $2/session.
Uxbridge Writers' Circle. Dedicated
to encouraging & promoting the art &
skill of writing in a supportive environ-
ment. We meet the first Tues. of each
month, 1-3 p.m., at the Uxbridge Arena.
Membership is free and open to all gen-
res. Contact Sherry at
authorsherry@rogers.com. 
Shuffleboard at Uxbridge Seniors Cen-
ter, Every Monday and Wednesday at 
9 a.m.

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

COMING UP

Bruins in tight race as season dwindles
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SERVICES
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary, Second-
ary, College, University, and Adult Learners; Reading,
Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments, Mas-
ters/Doctoral Theses coach. Experienced Educator 905-
852-1145.   3/10
FRESH START: Professional, mature Dutch cleaning
lady/home maker with over 40 years experience. Ex-
cellent ref. No job too tedious. Ideal for widower. Reli-
able, responsible, reasonable. $22.50/hr.
905-852-5403   2/11
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA.
The Girls Bra Boutique, Stouffville. 905-642-3339
2/11
DO YOU WISH you could create a simple financial
routine that is easy to apply WITHOUT giving up your
lifestyle? It will BLOW YOUR MIND just how organized
& easy your money management can be! TheMoney-
Counsellor.com 905-442-8801   1/21
FURNACE, WATER HEATERS, HUMIDIFIERS, AIR
CLEANERS - REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS. We
install gas appliances also. Contact us at 647-988-9101
(Myron). TSSA Licenced & Insured Contractor.   1/28
QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas, Sheds, Pool
Cabanas, Gazebos, Shelters, Porches & other Custom
Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood Custom
Decks, 905-852-1750, or email steve@northwoodser-
vices.ca   1/28

MATH TUTOR: Grades 9 & 10 Applied. Reasonable
rates. Evenings and weekends. 416-254-3251   3/3
FRENCH TUTOR SESSIONS Experienced Montessori
French Teacher. For a free assesment text or call 416-
705-1169   1/21

PET CARE - Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-
4454   1/28
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over 25
years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-employed to
corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-852-
7281   31/3
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding, Event,
Portrait. Web Design for mobile, desktop. Graphic design
& social media. Call Wright Web Photo, 905-852-9520,
www.wrightwebphoto.com     1/28
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality repair
and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call
416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexan-
dercs.com  1/28
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services: Dog walk-
ing/Cat sitting/Home visits. Now in our 10th year!
Heather Stewart, 905-852-8525. Email
hstewart@home-watch.ca, www.home-watch.ca   1/28
THE HOME INSPECTOR: Cold weather blues? Re-
member to use washroom and kitchen exhaust fans to
remove moisture. Have a healthy winter. James Buren,
BA RHI 416-567-4282 1/28

WANTED
TAXI DRIVER REQUIRED!
Daily taxi duties without sitting by
a curb. Must be well groomed -
professional appearance. 1-866-
489-TAXI  email:
Bridgecabs@gmail.com   1/21
MUSICIANS (mature): drums,
guitar to join saxophone, piano &
bass. Light jazz & standards.
Shobrook Gardens Seniors
Condo., Uxbridge. 905-862-3709
2/4
APPRENTICE NEEDED, local
hair salon. Call 647-233-2586.
Also, chair rental $40/daily (plus
HST).  1/28
HOUSE WANTED (TO BUY):
Looking for a modest house to
buy in Sunderland area. 3 bed-
room or the space to create 3rd
bedroom. 416-799-4467   1/21 

FOR RENT
LUXURIOUS SHERATON FISTANA RESORT  IN
Orlando, minutes to Disney & Universal. Recently
renovated 2-bed., 2-bath. unit, complete w/ full kitchen,
dining area, living area, three tvs, washer, dryer &
screened-in balcony. Resort offers pools, basketball,
volleyball, minature golf, restaurants & many activities
to keep all ages happy. Available for two weeks - March
11-18, 2016, and March 12-19, 2016. Compare
Expedia at $3,283 & booking.com at $2,914,. $2,500
o.b.o. 905-649-0094   1/21

ONE BEDROOM HOUSE; also 10 box stalls and
pasture board. Uxbridge area. Please call for
information, 416-881-2041.  1/21

FOR SALE
SNOWBLOWER: Yardworks Electric. 16”, like new.
Very little use. $100. 905-852-7584   1/21
SAMSUNG NOTE 3: unlocked, comes with hard-sided
flip case. $325. 905-649-0094   1/21
SEASONED FIREWOOD: $150 per 16” face cord.
Delivered. 905-640-5977   1/28
HORSE FOR SALE to excellent home only. 14 yr. old
Bay Arabian mare. 15.1hh. Papers. Used as a pleasure
mount. Not for beginners. Wonderful, sweet tempera-
ment. Price to be discussed. Call for details 416-799-
4467   1/21
SNOWBLOWERS: Tractor, 18-hp; also “walk-be-
hinds”, 22”. 647-391-0326   1/21

BAND INSTRUMENTS: U.S.S. Band Director selling
personal instruments. Brass, woodwind, etc. Best offer
accepted. Also, apt. size piano, excellent condition,
$400. Conn organ, 2 manual, 2 octave bass pedals, w/
bench, $500. 705-228-8108  1/21

EVENTS
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION - A
practice to bring clarity, calm and compassion into your
life. A six week introductory course running Sunday
evenings from 7 - 8:30 p.m., beginning Sun.,Feb. 7.
Cost - $120. Minimum eight participants required.
Contact Gail at 705-357-3341 or email ghorner@zing-
net.ca   2/4

MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION SANGHA
- 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at Blue Heron
Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Experienced and those new to
meditation are welcome. Contact us at  ghorner@zing-
net.ca.   3/24

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
GIVE YOUR
HOME A NEW
LOOK FOR
2016

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Now all things are of God,
who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus
Christ.”  II Cor. 5:18

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

UXBRIDGE STORE ONLY 
MEDIUM GROUND BEEF - $2.99/LB.

For all your
home projects

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca
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ROBINGLADE ESTATES
• Wonderful waterfront community
• Over 1 acre of property 
• 3 bd./ 2 bath/ backsplit
• Heated double garage
• 7 minutes to Port Perry

Janet Green, Sales Representative
Direct Cell  905-439-1799
Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.soldbyjanet.ca

Century Home with lots of
Character and Charm!!!!!
3 bedroom, 2 story home, with a fully fenced
yard.  Kitchen and bathrooms have been up-
dated, gas fireplace in family room with w/o
to large deck. Attached garage.  
Don't miss out, call Judy today!!!!

Judy Esmonde, Broker, Manager
905-852-4338 (bus)
416-677-8709 (cell)
email: 
Judy esmonde@coldwellbanker.ca
website: www.judyesmonde.com

CONSIDERING SELLING 
YOUR HOME?

BUYERS ARE LOOKING
CALL FOR A FREE and

CONFIDENTIAL 
HOME EVALUATION

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
905-903-7965 cell
Email ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

COMMERCIAL LEASE
ADDRESS: 65 BROCK STREET WEST

Second Floor Commercial Retail/Service/Office Space Available in the heart
of downtown Uxbridge.  Approximately 700 Square Feet of well lit space

suitable for many uses.  Carries for just over $700/Month.  
Contact Dale Today for more details. 

Real Estate Questions? Give me a call or email me.

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
Direct Cell 647-924-0975

Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com  Website: www.DaleONeill.com

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Uxbridge, Ontario
905-852-4338

Toll Free 1-866-666-2696

$43
9,9
00 OPEN HOUSE: Sun., Jan. 24, 

1 - 3 pm.  23 Colonel Sharpe 
Crescent, Uxbridge
This home has a total of 5 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, over 2600 square feet plus full
finished walkout basement, in ground pool...
Newer roof, most windows, furnace, a/c unit
since 2010. Main floor office/den.  Formal
dining room and living room. Kitchen
overlooks family room. Large corner lot;
Inground sprinkler; House is wired for
security.   www.mariepersaud.ca 
Call Marie Persaud, Sales
Representative, at 416-970-8979
for more info.

www.UxbridgeHomes.com
• 3 Bedrooms
• 3 Bathrooms
• 9ft ceilings in basement
• Multi-level end to end decking
• Above ground swimming pool
• 1.5  Acres

Gerald Lawrence
Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS�
www.GeraldLawrence.com
Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

$1,
179

,00
0

$68
5,0
00

$48
4,9
00

by Shelagh Damus

It has often been said that the town
of Uxbridge is the GTA’s best kept
secret. It is a treasure trove of creative
and inspired people and businesses
that do upbeat, modern things, albeit
in a traditional manner. e list has
a new addition – e Second Wedge
Brewery Co. – which opened its
doors for business in during the week
between Christmas and New Year’s
Eve. 

e brewery is the brainchild of
Rob Garrard and Joanne Richter,
who have called Uxbridge home for
the past 11 years. e child of a
restaurant entrepreneur, Garrard was
drawn to the idea of a food establish-
ment but eschewed the lifestyle that
goes along with restaurant owner-
ship. Richter was equally keen on an
entrepreneurial rebirth with a locally
based business. e search was for
something of interest; something cre-
ative that would “use all of our tal-
ents,” says Richter.  

Passionate homebrewers, the pair
had been learning to appreciate the
complexities and subtleties of beer.
Joanne studied for her Beer Judge
certification through the Durham
Homebrewers Club, while Garrard
got creative with the hops and water.  

“Rob was the hands-on home
brewer and I was the research geek,”
says Richter. 

A craft brewery seemed like the
right fit for their local business
dream. A 2013 survey/article in e
Cosmos confirmed the community’s
desire for such an enterprise and gave
the pair the confidence to move for-
ward. Runners-up in the innovative
Win this Space con-
test, they ultimately
claimed the prize
when the first place
team failed to meet
the requirements of
the contest. 

Business plans in
hand, they secured fi-
nancial backing for
some of the much-
needed seed money.
Soon after, the pair
capitalized on a story
that appeared in e
Cosmos to secure in-
vestment partners.
Within hours of the
paper’s release, they
were fielding calls
from interested parties. With the fi-
nancial hurdle cleared, they sought a
suitable space. 

e Second Wedge Brewery Co. is
located at 14 Victoria Street in
downtown Uxbridge. e building,
with its storied history, has under-
gone extensive reconstruction, utiliz-
ing the talents of former builder
Howard Emer and electrical skills of

John Somers of FITZE. e interior
design of the tasting bar has what
Joanne calls an “industrial woodsy”
feel that was put together by designer
Lori deGrace using a variety of seem-
ingly disparate materials that, in con-
cert, make for a most inviting

environment. One can saddle up to
an oil drum/wire spool table or rest
on an industrial stool at the corru-
gated metal faced bar with its impres-
sive raw edge wood countertop,
crafted by Jeff Baker. 

It hasn’t taken long for word to get
out and there has been a steady
stream of customers dropping by to
fill a growler, sample a flight paddle

or get some bottles to stock their beer
fridge. And that brings us to the beer.   
ere is no discussing the beer with-

out mentioning the wealth of expe-
rience and knowledge brought to the
young start-up by award-winning
brew master Doug Warren. Warren

began his career at
the Upper Canada
Brewing Company,
which was Ontario’s
original craft brewery.
He has since brewed
at Kawartha Lakes,
Church Key and Mill
Street breweries.
Most recently, he was
the brew master at
Peterborough’s Olde
Stone Brewing Com-
pany. Warren jumped
at the chance to be
involved with e
Second Wedge Brew-
ing Co. 
e brewery is outfit-
ted to host eight vari-

eties, but for the moment there will
be four standard brews, which will be
joined by rotating seasonal brews.
On tap at the brewery are four beers:
Elgin Blonde, the newest beer to be
released. is ale is touted as “being
like sunlight glinting on Elgin Pond,
balancing  biscuit malt with a hit of
citrusy hops.” Rain Maker is “a com-
plex roasty porter with notes of cof-

fee and dark chocolate.” 3 Rocks, an
IPA, is named for a Glen Major trail
and offers a big blast of flavour that
results from the collision of big
grapefruit and pine hops with full
bodied malts. Monday Night Piper
pays homage to the long standing
tradition of Monday night bagpipe
practice at the Legion - “rich British
malts with a touch of spicy-earthy
hops.” 

e team is extending its creativity
into other aspects of the business.
Joanne and Rob are fiercely loyal to
the town and are working to forge
partnerships that are mutually bene-
ficial. Savon du Bois already sells Sec-
ond Wedge Brewery soaps. On site,
they plan to offer a selection of the
Passionate Cook’s cheeses. Patrons
can begin to look for e Second
Wedge beers on tap at some local
restaurants in the coming weeks.  By
taking the name for the brewery
from the fact that Uxbridge is situ-
ated on the second of four wedges
that comprise the Oakridges
Moraine, they are tilting their hat to
the town’s designation as Trail Capi-
tal of Canada. And who doesn’t need
a nice cold one after a hike in the
woods. 

A grand opening is planned for
some time in the future. 

Second Wedge finally pouring the cold ones


