
A HISTORIC MOMENT UNVEILED - Durham MP Erin O’Toole and Port Perry artist Tyler Briley unveiled Mr. Briley’s bas relief sculpture of LCol. Samuel S.
Sharpe at the Uxbridge Public Library last Thursday evening. The sculpture, which is residing at the library temporarily, will take up permanent residence on
Parliament Hill later this year. Over 125 people packed the library to witness the homecoming of Uxbridge’s war hero. Photo by John Cavers

Goodwood feels
the pride as
Schitt’s Creek cap-
tures nine CSA
awards

by Roger Varley

It is usually council that extends in-
vitations to attend public meetings,
but members of Neighbours Net-
work, a group opposed to a proposed
gas bar on Brock Street West, have
switched it around.

Dan Lynch, spokesperson for the
group, said members of council have
been invited to attend a public meet-
ing that Neighbours Network will be
holding at the arena at 7 p.m. next
Wednesday, March 23. Mr. Lynch
said the developer, Armoclan, also
has been invited.

"We don't necessarily expect them
to answer questions," Mr. Lynch
said, adding that, if any attend, he
thinks they will be there as observers.

He said the meeting is to inform

people "about what we have learned
so far", saying there has been a lot of
surprises for the group.  He said the
meeting will likely start with about
10 minutes of discussion, followed
by questions from the public.
"We don't want to bore people," he

said.
"We want people to know what

we've discussed and why we're
angry," he said. "Council hasn't been
helpful giving us information."

Residents in the area of Brock
Street/Cedar Street/Victoria Drive
are angry with Armoclan's plan to
open a convenience store with an
eight-pump gas bar and a restaurant
with a drive-through window at the
site currently occupied by Firebridge.

He said the group has had verbal
confirmation from about 30 people

that they will attend, but is hoping
that number will be closer to 100.
He said that when the group was
canvassing the neighbourhood re-
cently, a number of people assumed
from articles in the local media that
the development will be going ahead.

"It's not a done deal," Mr. Lynch
said, referring to comments made a
couple of weeks ago by Ward 4 coun-
cillor Fred Bryan, who indicated the
proposal, with the possible exception
of the gas bar, will be approved.

Three weeks ago, the Lake Simcoe
Regional Conservation Authority
sent a letter - (not its final review) -
to the township stating that the pro-
posed development is considered a
"major development" under the Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan. The LSRCA
letter also states that "the proposed

gasoline pumps and gasoline storage
tanks must be located above the re-
gional floodplain, which ranges be-
tween elevation 271.47m. (above sea
level) and elevation 271.44m (above
sea level). The pumps and storage
tanks must be dry flood-proofed to
an elevation of 0.30m above the
noted regulatory flood elevations."
An accompanying illustration indi-
cates that the highest point of the
property in question is 269.03 me-
tres above sea level.

On Monday, the township posted
an explanation of the proposed de-
velopment and the attendant zoning
on its website. Part of the posting
said: "Any development will also be
subject to a number of other ap-
provals, not with respect to the uses
but to the precise layout of the site."

Goodwood - indeed the entire
township - has every reason to be
proud after watching the CBC sit-
com "Schitt's Creek" win nine
Canadian Screen Awards on Sun-
day evening. Why? Because the
hamlet is an integral part of the
setting for the comedy, and several
episodes of the popular show have
been filmed in and around Good-
wood.

“Schitt’s Creek” is about a once
wealthy couple - video store mag-
nate Johnny (played by Eugene
Levy) and his soap opera star wife
Moira (played Catherine O’Hara)
- who suddenly find themselves
completely broke. They have only
one remaining asset, a small town
called Schitt's Creek, which they
had purchased bought years earlier
on a whim. The Roses find they
must give up the wealthy life they
have known. Along with their two
very spoiled children, they leave
the high  life behind and “are
forced to face their newfound
poverty head-on and come to-
gether as a family to survive.”

The show won Best Television
Comedy. Mr. Levy won Best Actor
for a television comedy series; Ms.
O’Hara best actress in the same
category. Other awards included
Best Supporting Actor (Chris El-
liot), Best Supporting Actress
(Emily Hampshire), Best Direc-
tion (episode “The Cabin”, Paul
Fox), Best Photography, Best Pic-
ture Editing (episode “The Sur-
prise”, James Bredin), and Best
Comedy Writing (episode “Hon-
eymoon”, Daniel Levy.

“Schitt’s Creek” can be seen on
CBC television on Tuesdays at 9
p.m. Watch for Goodwood scenes! 
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Gas bar meeting invites all involved to the table

Scuba
Learn to Dive
Experience a new way
to play!

Fun, exercise and
knowledge.

Starts in April, 
for five weeks.
Limited spaces available.

SAFETY THROUGH
EDUCATION

LARRY OLSON
N.A.U.I 3325    P.A.D.I. 3625

416-771-7162
larry.olson@sympatico.ca

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

Are You Looking For A Peaceful, Private Building Lot?  
Then Look No Further. Here Is An Awesome Property To Build 
Your Dream Home On Just Over An Acre And Only Minutes 
North Of Uxbridge; Within Walking Distance To Wagner’s 
Lake And Situated Near The End Of A Cul De Sac.  See MLS 
N3431784

$249,900
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905.852.3029
14 Brock St. E.

March Madness
Storewide Sale

March 17 - 30

www.keithsflowershop.com

*Excluding plants,  flowers and arrangements.
**Does not apply to already reduced items.

More than a
FLOWER SHOP!

Signs

Caldrea
soaps &
lotions

Yankee
Candles

Wall
Art

*

Another large public sculpture is planned
for Uxbridge, for installation on Reach St.
e sculpture, a 15-foot aluminum tree
by Uxbridge sculptor Wynn Walters, will
be installed in front of ReachView Village
long-term care home in the spring.

e sculpture has been created with
funds donated in memory of Christopher
Chapman, the eminent Canadian film-
maker who died in October 2015.
Christopher, who won an Academy
Award for his film “A Place to Stand” in
1968, was a resident of ReachView Vil-
lage prior to his death. 

Barbara Glen Chapman, Christopher’s
wife, had specified that money donated in
his memory should go to ReachView.
“But when I inquired how they might
spend it - thinking maybe a piece of
equipment - they said they wanted to
spend it on a piece of art, since Christo-
pher’s life had focused on the arts. Of
course, I was delighted.” 

e sculpture designed by Walters is of
a tree, half in summer and half in winter.
“It’s called e Seasons,” said Walters,
“which is very fitting, since Christopher’s
first film - which won the Canadian Film
of the Year award - was called “e Sea-

sons.”  Two other large sculptures by Wal-
ters are installed at major intersections in
Uxbridge. 
e sculpture is dedicated to those in the

community, including residents in
ReachView Village, who - as the plaque
will put it  - “are in the last season of their
life”. It pays tribute too to the dedicated
caregivers on the staff and in families who
help those in this “last season”. 

Erin Matresky, recreation manager at
ReachView Village, said that Christopher
had been dearly loved by staff and resi-
dents alike. “He was ever the gentleman,
and spent much of his day making rounds
of the residence and giving a helping hand
to any who needed it. He called it ‘his
work’”.
e sculpture is fabricated of aluminum,

cut by a computer-controlled water-jet
machine. A major contribution to the
project came from Lynn and Tom Loach,
who provided for its fabrication at their
metal-cutting business.  Further dona-
tions towards the cost of this memorial
sculpture may be made by contacting
Erin Matresky at ReachView Village,
(905) 852-5191 (ext. 107) or Erin.Ma-
tresky@reveraliving.com.

New sculpture to honour Christopher Chapman



St. Patrick's Day - to all of Irish
heritage and all who love to cel-
ebrate, Top 'O the Mornin' to
you, and have a great day!

Looking ahead, Easter at St.
Paul's Leaskdale Church is as
follows:
Maundy ursday, March 24:

Day of Prayer. e church is
open 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. Commun-
ion at 8 p.m.
Good Friday, March 25: Serv-

ices at 9 and 11 a.m.
Easter Sunday, March 27:

Sunrise Service at 7 a.m. with
breakfast to follow
Regular services at 9 and 11
a.m.

We are so sorry to hear of the
passing of Carolle Hockley.
Our sympathy goes to both the
Hockley and Barton Families,
and to Carolle's many friends.

A life celebration took place at
St. Paul's Leaskdale on March
8. 
e Seniors’ Spring Luncheon

is coming up on Saturday, April
9 at 12 noon. All
seniors are invited
to St. Paul's
Leaskdale to
enjoy a great meal
with entertain-
ment to follow.
ere is no
charge, but please
call the church by
April 1 and let
them know you
plan to attend.
Invite a friend!
(905) 852-5921.

Sorry to hear
that Stan Deud-
ney has not been

feeling so well lately.
Quilter's Circle will meet on

Tuesday, March 29 at 10 a.m.
at the Historic Leaskdale
Church.
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FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      

Rotary
with Deirdre Gibson

Would you think of joining Ro-
tary as a gateway to travel? You
should, since Rotary presents
many opportunities that are linked
with travel!
e Rotary Club of Uxbridge has

many members who enjoy their
holidays while enjoying fellowship
with Rotarians around the world.
Before Airbnb even existed, there
was a fellowship of Rotarians that
facilitated travel opportunities that
included social exchanges rather
than just house exchanges. 

Rotary Fellowships are au-
tonomous, international groups of
Rotarians and Rotarian spouses
who join together to share a com-
mon interest in worthwhile recre-
ational activities (sports, hobbies,
etc.) ere are also Rotary fellow-
ships for caravanning, motorcy-
cling, carnival parades and
festivals, as well travelling and
hosting. 
ere are many other opportuni-

ties for travel closer to home.
Every fall there is a District Con-
ference where Rotarians from Eto-
bicoke to Alliston to Belleville
come together to learn more about
Rotary. is year the conference
will be in Toronto – not too far a
journey, but there will be lots to
celebrate since e Rotary Foun-
dation will be marking its 100th
anniversary. 
e Foundation is the $1 billion

charitable arm of Rotary Interna-
tional. To note the centennial, Ro-
tary aims to raise $300 million by
July 2017 for its campaign to erad-
icate polio and for service in com-
munities around the world.
Established in 1917 with a dona-
tion of $26.50, e Rotary Foun-
dation is dedicated to advancing
world understanding, goodwill,
and peace. rough grants and
other resources, Rotary members
develop sustainable projects that
promote peace, fight disease, pro-
vide clean water, support educa-
tion, save mothers and children,
and grow local economies.
Rotary’s top priority is the global

eradication of polio. Rotary
launched its polio immunization
program, PolioPlus, in 1985, and
in 1988 became a leading partner
in the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative along with the World
Health Organization (WHO), the
United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and more recently, the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation.

Even closer to home, the Rotary
Club of Uxbridge hosts occasional

meetings outside of their usual
time and place. A very interesting
off site meeting occurred at Pre-
cious Minds Resource and Learn-
ing Centre,  a local charity that
e Rotary Club has supported.
Precious Minds is located at
21980 Hwy. 12, as one heads to-
wards Sunderland. We had a great
tour of their effective space - one
that the community is invited to
use. e facilities include a well-
planned inclusive playground with
adaptive spaces and play struc-
tures. A sensory garden and a
wheelchair accessible swing add to
the fun. An even shorter journey
is to the Uxbridge Baptist Church
that is now hosting the Precious
Minds Art Studio program, where
participants enjoy meaningful and
creative work opportunities for
adolescents and adults with devel-
opmental disabilities. Participants
develop skills and create art prod-
ucts while engaging in a safe and
structured environment. 

Another special off site Rotary
meeting occurred at e Foster.  A
personal tour around and
throughout this very special her-
itage building was given by Con-
rad Boyce, well-known author of
Jewel on the Hill. It was a beautiful
meeting and a trip back in time. 
ese off site meetings usually in-

clude an invitation to Rotary
spouses, family and friends to join
with the members. is is another
example of the great fellowship
that the Rotary Club of Uxbridge
generates.
We should not forget the annual

fund raising event held every Oc-
tober for the purchase, open to all,
of Trip of the Month tickets to win
one of 12 fabulous trips. Each year
the itineraries are varied and inter-
esting, crafted together under the
guidance of Getaway Travel. Pro-
ceeds from the “Trip of the Month
Club” assist Uxbridge Rotary in
supporting many local causes in-
cluding Africycle, the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society of Ontario,
Precious Minds, the Uxbridge Li-
brary, blood donor clinics, the
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank,
Uxbridge Trails, the Youth Centre
and the Uxbridge Rotary Skate
Park, plus many other local and
international initiatives.
Interested in learning more? Visit

our website at www.uxbridgero-
tary.com for a comprehensive list
of our history, activities and up-
coming events like the May 7th
Scrap Metal Day or our Roaring
Twenties Anniversary Gala May
14th.

Leaskdale News
with Helen Harrison
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The combination of the musical tal-
ent of the performers at the Friday
Evening Concerts and the acoustics
of the building have resulted in the
Thomas Foster Memorial being a fi-
nalist in the Attractions Ontario –
Ontario’s Choice Awards!

Thank you to all the artists who
have added to the local culture and
the recognition this brings the Foster
as a tourist attraction. We are excited
to be one of the Four Finalists in On-
tario and would be honoured to
bring this recognition to our town.

We urge all Cosmos readers, their
family and friends in voting for the
Foster by: logging on to
http://www.attractionsontario.ca/on-
tarioschoice. Go to Top Small Per-
forming Arts Attraction and Cast
your vote! It is a simple vote, no per-
sonal details are required, and you
can vote every day until September
6. And we encourage you to vote
every day so the Thomas Foster Me-
morial will be the winner of the On-
tario Choice Award and put
Uxbridge in the limelight.
Thank you!

The Friends of the 
Thomas Foster Memorial

Barb Johnson
President

I have just finished reading (last)
week’s Cosmos, and could not let the
evening go by without commenting.
on Roger Varley’s “Am I Wrong?”
column. I don’t always agree with
Roger’s comments or opinions, but
that is not a comment towards
Roger’s ability as a journalist. It is our
prerogative as individuals to agree or
disagree with another individual’s
thoughts because they are just that,
comments, thoughts and opinions.
However, in this case, I TOTALLY
AGREE with the point made by
Roger that council meetings should
be audio, or video/audio recorded
and made available to the public.

Each member of Council is elected,
and paid by the constituents of this
township, and therefore they are, and
should be, accountable to the con-
stituents of this township.
A policy allowing for entire council

meetings to be recorded would hold
Council and participating township
staff accountable for what they say,
and indeed hold the citizens who
comment and participate in council
meetings accountable as well.

I would think Council members
should appreciate the ability to prove
what they have said or not said.

Shouldn’t that be the basis for our
Council and how they operate? Hon-
esty, integrity and accountability?

In the event of a specifically sensi-
tive issue, there are legal means (read:
in camera) to discuss these issues and
topics outside of regular council
meetings. (We learned that this was
used in the meetings regarding 62
Mill street, mere days before the start
of the OMB hearing). This in camera
meeting designation allows for cer-
tain issues to be treated in a private
fashion. It allows councillors to
maintain the strictest confidentiality
regarding any specific meeting,
should the meeting be designated as
in camera.The use of these in camera
meetings should be strictly regulated,
however, to ensure that they are not
overused and abused.

This letter is in no way, shape or
form a comment to what Councillor
Bryan said or didn’t say at the recent
meeting, as I was not present in that
meeting. I can’t comment that Roger
was right or wrong, or that Council-
lor Bryan was right or wrong. How-
ever, should there have been a
recording, Councillor Bryan would
have had the ability to prove exactly
what his comments were, and how
he intended them to be heard. As
would Roger, and the concerned cit-
izens on this sensitive topic.

I would think this to be a good

thing for Councillor Bryan, or any
other councillor, allowing him or her
to verify exactly what they said, in-
tended to say, and how they came to
those decisions.

Honesty, Integrity, and Accounta-
bility.
I have personally sat through several

council meetings, and presented dep-
utations at council meetings, and I
would have agreed without hesitation
to allow my deputations be recorded
so that they would be available to
clarify and resolve any misconcep-
tions or misunderstandings. In fact,
as a member of the community, in
order to make a deputation at a
council meeting, what you are going
to say needs to be submitted in writ-
ing to every member of Council, and
to the media present at the deputa-
tion. This leaves no room for error.

Council comments and responses
are not recorded, or submitted word
for word, as Roger has commented.
Council meetings can go on for sev-
eral hours and cover many topics. It
can’t possibly be expected that the
mayor, every councillor, and every
media outlet get everything right
every time, or remember exactly what
each person said. What better resolu-
tion to this issue, then to have all
council meetings recorded.

Honesty, Integrity, and Accounta-
bility.

I would love to know if there is a
way to propose this formally, and
have any luck at having it passed, and
instituted long before the next elec-
tion!
I will tell you this much; whichever

mayoral candidate, or regional coun-
cillor, or ward councillor candidate
that runs with this idea and policy as
part of their platform in our next
round of elections, whenever that
may be, will get my full support, and
hopefully Roger’s!

Rob Miller
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

We got to the library a little early last Thursday evening. We were there, of
course, to take in the unveiling of the LCol. Sam Sharpe sculpture, with the
festivities due to begin at 7 p.m. But the library is a fun place to poke around,
so we browsed the magazine racks, said hello to the few others that were al-
ready there (like our Ted Barris, who was instrumental in coordinating the
evening, and was the perfect speaker and host), took a turn through the dvd
racks, making note of what to perhaps watch over March Break, said hi to a
couple more folks. We wandered over to the new releases section, then wan-
dered quickly away because the door kept opening and it was a little breezy!
But the door kept opening. And opening again. And again. And people kept
emerging from the stairwell, filling the space at the entrance to the library
that we’re sure nine times out of 10 is vacant of even the ghosts that inhabit
the building! By seven o’clock, that entrance foyer was packed with people
standing elbow to elbow. The crowd spilled past the dvd racks and new re-
leases, past the entrance to the stairwell, past the circulation desk and the
giant cat perched atop its pile of books. It might have stopped at the racks of
regular reads, we’re not sure. Suffice it to say - there were a LOT of people.
And it was wonderful.

All of Council was there, save one councillor. Veterans, artists, the Cadets,
members of the 116th Battalion (which Sharpe had helped form), and sup-
porters of all sorts filled that little space. We were there to see a work of art
revealed, for sure, but we were also there to stretch out our arms to LCol.
Sharpe, to bring him back into the fold of where he once called home. Few
of us there could even fathom the horrors and atrocities he witnessed while
overseas during The Great War. Few of us can relate to the demons that pos-
sessed his mind when he returned from service. He took his own life, unable
to cope with terrors the war had wrought upon him. But we were all together
in hoping that this sculpture, this recognition, would make things right,
somehow.

We know more now. We have terms that describe what LCol. Sharpe was
experiencing. We are just beginning to recognize that, just like a bullet wound
or an amputated arm, post-traumatic stress disorder is an injury to both to
the body and to the soul. And we have to do all we can to help those who
suffer from it cope with it, live with it, and live with us.
When Tyler Briley, the Port Perry artist who created the bas relief sculpture,

spoke about the emotional process he had gone through while working on
the piece, he mentioned how he had come across a photo of Sharpe that was
remarkably different from the one we normally see - a studio shot of a serious
young man with a moustache and kind eyes. The photo Mr. Briley found
was of a man who had seen the ravages war causes, and those sights were ob-
viously taking a toll on Sharpe’s body and mind. Mr. Briley decided that that
was the Samuel S. Sharpe he felt needed to be portrayed. The sculpture
doesn’t portray youth and hope; it shows hollowed cheeks, slightly sunken
eyes that have little hope left about them. It outwardly shows what Sharpe
must have inwardly felt. 

The sculpture will leave for Parliament Hill “when they call for it”. Visit
LCol. Sharpe at the library. Welcome him home to Uxbridge. He deserves
it. 

Our two cents
An honourable homecoming
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Don’t you know it but life decided to throw me
another curve ball this weekend, thrusting my
poor little brain into high gear, making me
think hard, then thinking even harder about
that which I had originally been thinking. Still
with me?

My youngest and I were having a quiet mo-
ment on the sofa, and I was telling her that I
had come across a photograph the day before
that I thought she might really like to have. I’d
come across a stash of photos that I hadn’t put
away properly, but had hastily stuffed into a
music box that acts as a table in our upstairs
hall. I was doing some housework and thought
it would be fun to have the music box/table
play as I dusted in that area. I opened the lid
and found the forgotten photos. One particular
photo was of my daughter and my mum. I de-
scribed it to my daughter - “You may remem-
ber it, it’s the one where Nana is wearing a blue
shirt and she’s looking at the camera as if to say
‘Go away, I’m spending time with my grand-
baby’. You’re wearing little blue overalls and
have a blue susse (our word for a pacifier) in
your mouth and you’re fast asleep tucked up
beside her.”
It’s a picture of perfect contentment.
The conundrum isn’t over the photo, how-

ever; it’s over what followed:
“Mummy, what was Nana like?”
My mother passed away when my little one

was only just turned two. She doesn’t remem-
ber the woman who adored her - and her other
four grand-daughters - more than life itself. But
to try and describe her? The question com-
pletely stumped me. I quickly answered, “Well,
she was very funny, she had a very good sense
of humour. We laughed together a lot!” But
then my brain had to scramble about to search
out other adjectives, words that would do jus-
tice to the woman who gave me life and was
my very best friend. 

“She was very kind,” I stammered on, “and
lots of fun to be with. Very creative...” Fortu-
nately, my daughter got bored of my answer
fairly quickly and scampered off to her next
project, cuddle time over.

Her question stayed with me for the rest of
the day, though. I reflected on what I had said.
Kind? Yes, she was kind, but not a take-in-
every-stray-puppy-you-see kind. This was, after
all, the woman who, when I was a teenager,
grounded me at every opportunity she got. I
never found that very kind. But kind - yes, it
works.

Creative? She had tonnes of fun ideas that

kept my brother and I and our friends busy
during the summer holidays (oh, those blissful
pre-iPad/cellphone days). We were left to our
own devices, though - our parents weren’t get
down on the floor and play with us types. And
we were okay with that.
The list of adjectives that I continued to form

in my head seemed trite and stupid, and every
adjective had a story that would contradict its
use. Generous? We were always being told there
wasn’t money for this or that, but somehow we
always had enough. Outgoing? An introvert?
She could be a bit of both - the life of a party
at the moment she was telling her story, or con-
tent to be behind the scenes and let someone
else have the spotlight. A grudge-holder? No,
wait, there’s no contradiction to that one. She
held grudges big time. Full stop.

I found it very difficult to sum up what my
mum was “like”. I tried the exercise with my
father, and it seemed so much easier - outgoing,
hardworking, ambitious, a foodie before there
were Foodies, athletic, creative, organized...
The list flowed quite easily. I will admit that I
only wanted the list to incorporate the good
things, for both my mother and my father. I
could make a list of the “less than desireable”
traits of my father, but still, there would be two
distinct columns. My mum’s just doesn’t seem
to break down like that, and I can’t figure out
why.

Is it because I knew her better than I did my
dad? (I thought I had a pretty good handle on
them both.) Is it because I see a lot of her in
me, and if I make a list that is full of glowing
characteristics, then it means I’m an egoist?
Yikes. Is it because she was a person who played
such a huge role in my life that her very being
just permeated all of my being, and therefore I
find it difficult to pare her down to a few well-
chosen words that are supposed to pass on her
legacy?
Sharlene Van Nieuwenhove didn’t change the

world while she was alive. She led a quiet, full
life with her husband and two children, a life
that was cut short at too young an age. In her
work as a teacher she may have affected a few
lives, which is tremendous work in and of itself.
In her work as a parent, she affected two lives
profoundly, and those two lives have gone on
to create five more lives who will all carry a lit-
tle bit of her. And so it goes on.

I think I have just the answer to give my
daughter: “What was Nana like? She was inde-
scribable, sweetie. A very special lady. She was
Nana. Your Nana.” 

As I recall, it was a summer morning. It might
have been around the July 1 anniversary. It
didn’t matter. That whole summer of 1967 had
a birthday feeling to it. In any case, I was just
rising from a rare sleep-in. But even in my half-
conscious state I remember hearing a sound in
the distance. It was the diesel whistle of a loco-
motive approaching the level crossing in Ponty-
pool, Ont., just south of where I was rising from
bed.  

“Daa. Daa. Da-da,” the diesel horn moaned.
“What the heck is that?” I called out to my

folks. And just as quickly as I asked, I realized
that it was the first four notes of O Canada com-
ing from that train whistle. About 15 minutes
later, when I’d arrived at the station, where co-
incidentally the train stopped for a visit, I dis-
covered it was the Confederation Train. I’d heard
about this six-car train that had left Victoria,
B.C., on January 9, 1967, as Canada’s Centen-
nial Year began. Heading west-to-east that year,
it made 80 stops to show off a short history of
Canada from pre-history to Centennial. And
that morning I became one of the millions of
Canadians – in big towns and small – who
climbed aboard to enjoy its magical mystery
tour of Canada.
I was reminded of that extraordinarily patriotic

moment this week when I read that the coun-
try’s Heritage Department plans to spend $17.5
million on local projects, including $7.5 million
for the Toronto Symphony Orchestra and the
Polaris Music Prize people to create a national
mosaic-like series of compositions to salute
Canada in 2017. It’s just the beginning. I’ve
learned that next year, during the country’s
sesquicentennial, federal officials plan to encour-
age and fund all kinds of 150th anniversary
themes, logos, anthems, festivals, exhibits and
parties coast to coast to coast. They even plan to
resurrect that 1967 Centennial Train idea, this
time as “Sesqui,” a travelling geodesic dome
showcasing Canada’s arts and culture in interac-
tive displays.
It didn’t take long for me to imagine Uxbridge

joining the sesquicentennial party big time. I
mean, we’ve had a history train – the York
Durham Heritage Railway – on the rails be-
tween here and Stouffville, since my dad and I
helped inaugurate it (he at the southern termi-
nus and I at the northern one) in the spring of
1996. We’ve had commemorative concerts in
both the Music Hall and the Foster Memorial
for years. And the Lucy Maud Montgomery So-
ciety has acknowledged authors, readers and the
power of Maud’s pen in Canada and abroad for
decades. But why couldn’t we bring some of that

infectious sesquicentennial celebratory atmos-
phere (not to mention its spin-off tourist rev-
enue) to this part of the world? Why couldn’t we
come up with creative and economically sound
concepts to pitch to Heritage Minister Mélanie
Joly and her 2017 planners so that we can en-
hance our arts, cultural, youth-oriented and his-
torical infrastructure and join the
sesquicentennial party too?

In his book about Canada’s Centennial year,
Pierre Berton described 1967 as “a great turning
point year for Canada. … It was the year of the
hippies. It was the year of love-ins and sit-ins. It
was the year of youth. And this whole change of
attitude … changed the look of Canada.”
In the 12 months of 1967, 49 years ago, Cana-

dians marched, danced, canoed, skied, skated,
sang, parade, created, constructed and cele-
brated in every corner of the land. Young people
back in ’67 (and I was one of them) hit the road,
visited Expo’67 in Montreal, hiked (and hitch-
hiked) up and down the Rockies and dipped
their backpacks in both the Atlantic and Pacific.
Why couldn’t those same highways and railways
ensure just as many youth do the same from Sig-
nal Hill to Esquimalt, or from Ungava to
Uxbridge, Canada’s Trail Capital? Why couldn’t
the TSO be invited to perform Canada’s sesqui-
centennial tunes during Art in the Park in Au-
gust or Celebration of the Arts in September?
Sure, we can build lots of things to pay tribute

to Canada’s 150th. But let’s get creative. How
about some sesquicentennial-sized artwork to
offer another side to our commercial town en-
trance? How about a film centre – named after
Oscar-winning filmmaker Christopher Chap-
man – where iconic Canadian documentary and
feature films can be archived, preserved and re-
searched by Canada’s next generation of cinema
and videographers? Or, how about an interactive
sound/visual museum, cataloguing and making
universally available the history and knowledge
of post-traumatic stress, named in honour of re-
cently remembered LCol Sam Sharpe?

The federal Canada 150 Fund, which was es-
tablished back in April 2015, has apparently set
aside $210 million for projects large and small.
I’m sure this brilliantly creative community can
come up with scores of credible, constructive
and celebratory ways to spend the sesquicenten-
nial committee’s savings. Perhaps we can get
things rolling by finding a way to have the York
Durham Heritage Railway wake me up this
summer with an O Canada whistle.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Let’s build a birthday party

BRING ON SPRING! SAVE, SAVE, SAVE!!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Reg. $14.99

Coleman BBQ Brush

$749
ONLY

ea.

85-2300 SAVE
50%

Reg. $49.99

While Quantities Last. While Quantities Last. While Quantities Last.

$2997
ONLY

ea.

59-6549 SAVE
40%

75’ Heavy Duty Yardworks Hose

Reg. $14.99

$897
ONLY

ea.

59-3441 SAVE
40%

Metal Hose Hanger

A Blonde Moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Defying description
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by Roger Varley

Years ago, there was a country song
called "Send Me The Pillow That
You Dream On." Donna Winn-
Schevers of Zephyr doesn't want
your pillows: she wants pillow cases.

Ms. Winn-Schevers put out a call
to her neighbours on Facebook a few
days ago for colourful pillow cases so
that she can turn them into simple
summer dresses for little African
girls. So far, she has received about
40.

Ms. Winn-Schevers takes the cases,
adds some elastic and colorful rib-
bons and - voila! - summer shifts to
delight any small girl. She said she
makes the dresses in three sizes for
children ranging in age from two to
10.

She undertook the project after
talking to one of the Uxbridge med-
ical team that recently went to
Ghana to provide free treatments and
pharmaceuticals to needy Ghanian
villagers.

"I just got it in my head to do it,"

she said. "I put it out there to see
how many donations I could get."

She says she is not with any organ-
ization and has no firm idea of how
to get the dresses to Africa.
"Getting them to Africa will be the

big thing," she said. "I just thought
I'll get them there one way or an-
other."

Ms. Winn-Schevers said she makes
the dresses "as I puddle along" and

does not want to be inundated with
pillow cases. But she added she
would accept any help to make them
"if anybody's bored'.

Asked why she was doing it, Ms.
Winn-Schevers said she knows what
it is like to be poor.

"We have many (poor) kids in
Canada, but kids in Africa don't have
the resources we do," she said.

We're helping to lead the world to 
Skin Health.

Therapeutic Solutions, Products, Protocols
& Treatments provided by skincare
professionals for a wide range of skin
disorders and chronic conditions.

• Medi spa treatments
• Day spa treatments
• Walk-ins welcome 
• Free consultations 
• Gift certificates available

Book your Complimentary Consultation
905-852-4104

www.uxbridgemedispa.com
5 Bascom Street, Uxbridge

Pillow-case fashions headed from Zephyr to Africa

One of the “pillow-case dresses” made by Donna Winn-Schevers of Zephyr for young girls in
Africa. Submitted photo

March, 2016

It’s that time of year again! e
end is near . . . the hockey season,
that is. Teams are gearing up for
the one-game-final on April 17.
Green is really on the rampage,
winning four in a row . . . a two-
year record . . . must be the coach-
ing . . . or the spares. 

Easter is approaching and there
will be no games on Easter Sun-
day or Monday. e Reachview
and Butternut crew may have to
join the in-house yoga class with
the ladies for their exercise on
Easter Monday.

For the final one-game tourna-
ment on April 17, the tourna-
ment will be as follows: At 7 a.m.
on Pad #2, it will be Butternut
vs. Reachview. At 8 a.m. on Pad
#1, it will be 1  vs.  2, and on Pad
#2 it will be 3  vs.  4.
Following the last game, brunch

will be served in the Community
Centre. So, players, tell your
wives that they don’t need to cook
‘Eggs Benedict’ for your post-
game brunch. We’re doing it for
you. 

Just how do you make ‘Eggs
Benedict’, anyway?

SOFA Smiles
with Gerry Roberts



27), music by the Milne family and
children. April 3 music by Jean Liew;
April 10 music by Diana Welygan;
April 17 music by Joan Allen; April
24 music by Freedom Bounds.
Tuesdays at 6:45 p.m. features Kids

Club and Youth Fellowship, and at 7
p.m. there is Bible study and prayer. 
A reminder that Vacation Bible
School Camp will be returning again
July 4 - 8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for
junior Kindergarten to Grade 6. Pre-
registration is recommended and
there is no charge for this excellent
program. To register call the church
905-640-3111, or for more info visit 
www.goodwoodbaptistchurch.com.
With the nice weather we all have a

tendency to speed so please watch
your speed through the hamlet and
along our rural roads, where there are

many animals now venturing out
looking for food.

ank you to those who drive at the
speed limit.

Hey, spring has sprung and there are
signs of it everywhere you look! Buds
on the trees, flowers poking through
the earth, and lots of people who
haven’t been picking up after their
pets! Please keep the community
clean so others can go for a walk
without dodging your left behind
mess on the sidewalks and in the
parks.

e Foster Memorial is holding a
garage sale on May 7 for the commu-
nity. If you want to rent a spot for
$10, give me a call at 905-640-3966,
or send an email to
bnortheast@powergate.ca. e Fos-
ter is north of Uxbridge on one of
the busiest roads in the township -
last year the garage sale was very suc-
cessful!
Also, May 1 is the date for the Fos-

ter Concert to kick off our 80th an-
niversary, with a performance by Ted
Nasmith. Ted’s beautiful art work of
the Foster will be sold at the concert.
Other guests are Wanda Stride and
Marie Lynn Hammond, who both
wrote songs about the Foster. Admis-
sion is a donation at the door.
April 21 is during Earth Week, and

the Energy Conservation Committee
is planning a fantastic program at the
township offices, starting at 7 p.m.
e school mascots, all made of re-

cycled goods, will be judged, and
there will be tables of information,
and demos of new technologies that
are more “green” and can save you
money.

March 19 (this Saturday) is Earth
Hour so please turn off your lights
from 8:30-9:30 p.m. Bring a candle
and meet in Centennial Park behind
the Library to join others who have
turned out their lights for an hour.
e Goodwood United Church will

be holding their delicious luncheon
the last ursday of the month, so
come out with friends and family to
enjoy the get together.

e Baptist
church holds
Sunday service at
11 a.m., with
Sunday school at
10 a.m., and all
are welcome to at-
tend. ere will
be a service with
Communion on
Good Friday,
March 25 at
10:30 a.m., with
lunch following
and special music
with Lloyd
Knight. Easter
Sunday (March
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Canada turns 150 next year - and you're not getting any younger either!
If travelling to some of our country's most beautiful corners is on your
"bucket list", why wait any longer to tour the Yukon (and some
breathtaking parts of southeast Alaska) with Conrad and Lisa Boyce?
After their last tour, one client told us it was "a trip to remember
forever", another that it "exceeded my expectations by leaps and
bounds". Champagne on the Arctic Circle, riding over the coastal
mountains on the spectacular White Pass Railway, boating down the
Yukon River with a First Nations guide to an old Hudson's Bay fort -
these are experiences you can have nowhere
else. We're thinking of departing in mid-July for
11 days, but before we book anything, we'd like
to see what interest is out there. 

Please e-mail Conrad at
conradboyce@powergate.ca, or call Uxbridge
Travel Centre at 905-852-6163 ext. 5, or ask for
your dedicated travel agent, to let us know if you
might like to be a part of this unforgettable trip.

Uxbridge
Travel
Centre

uxbridgetravel.com
TICO Registration #1135983

Goodwood News
with Bev Northeast



An Invitation
Please join the Energy Conservation Committee on 

Saturday, March 19, at 8:30 p.m.
in Centennial Park to celebrate Earth Hour for one hour.

Bring your cup of coffee or tea, a lawn chair;
a candle is optional. Sit back and enjoy music in the park

in the dark for one hour. Spend one hour relaxed and
stress-free, and support going Green
We look forward to seeing you there.

Yours,
the Uxbridge Energy Conservation Committee
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., March 17: Lunch n’ Learn.
Navigating the Health Care Sys-
tem with Virginia Miles. 12 p.m. Pay-
what-you-can lunch catered by North
House. Presentation and Q & A continue
to 2 p.m. Phone 905-852-7016 to re-
serve a spot. 
Thurs., March 17: The Uxbridge
Genealogy group meets, 7 p.m. in
the lower hall, Uxbridge Public Library.
50/50 draw, $2 admittance. Speaker
Janice Nickerson will talk about how to
detect and trace your immigrant ances-
tors. All welcome.
Fri., March 18: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. This is a moderate, 2 hr, 8
km, loop hike with some hills. Snowshoes
or icers are required. Meet at parking lot
on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Keven
Lowe 416 655 2256
Fri., March 18: St. Paddy's Day
Dance, 8 p.m. Uxbridge Legion Featur-
ing The Pepper Shakers $10. Wear Your
Green!
Sat., March 19: Oak Ridges Trail

Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Icers and or
snowshoes are a must. Meet at the road-
side parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sun., March 20: Palm Sunday
Service, Trinity United Church, 10
a.m. Special treat - we will have Klaus
Anselm as our guest trumpet player! A
palm cross for all in attendance. Every-
one invited. Refreshments to follow the
Service.
Sun., March 20:  Signs of Spring
Hike at Goodwood Tract Conser-
vation Area. 9:30 a.m., Uxbridge
Walmart Parking (next to Coles) or 10
a.m. at the Goodwood Trailhead. Join
North Durham Nature's Mark Stabb as
he looks for early bird migrants & other
signs of life now that winter is finally over.
Everyone welcome! For more information
& to pre-register, email
james.kamstra@aecom.com or visit
www.northdurhamnature.com.

NEXT WEEK
Tues, March 22: Uxbridge Histori-

cal Society & Blue Heron Books
present Ted Barris speaking on
his newest book “ Fire Canoe”. 7
p.m. Please call Blue Heron Studios at
905-852-4282 to reserve your seat. Ad-
mission by donation.
Wed., March 23: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Durham
Forest. This is a fast 10+ km, 2+ hr. hilly
loop hike including Skyloft. May still need
icers. Meet at the Durham Forest parking
on the east side of Conc. 7, 1 km south
of Durham 21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905
477 2161
Thurs., March 24: Birding in Co-
lumbia. 7 p.m., Uxbridge Seniors’ Cen-
tre. North Durham Nature's Geoff
Carpentier has just returned from Colum-
bia & will share images of some of the re-
markable species he saw. Everyone
welcome! For more information e-mail
james.kamstra@aecom.com or visit
www.northdurhamnature.com.
Thurs., March 24: Udora
Leaskdale Lions Club Spaghetti
Dinner, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Udora Hall.

UPCOMING
Thurs., March 31: Goodwod
United Church Soup Lunch. Church
open 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. for soup, home-
made bread, dessert and beverage. For
further information call June Harper at
905 640 3347

Sun., April 3: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15 a.m.
The audience is always very apprecia-
tive! For more info please contact jo 905-
852-6487.
Sat., April 16: The Samuel S.
Sharpe Gala Dinner Dance.
Uxbridge Secondary School, 5:30 -
11:30 p.m. Presented by the USS “Vimy
100” students. Tickets $75/person, avail-
able at the USS Guidance Office: at Pres-
ents, Presents, Presents; or Blue Heron
Books.
Sat., April 23: St. Paul's Leaskdale
Ladies Day 2016. Theme is "Take
Courage". Join us from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
for a speaker, lunch & interesting work-
shops. $30/person, pre-registration re-
quired. For more information contact
Heather Benjamin at 416-557-2111 or

email hbenjamindesign@gmail.com

ONGOING
Ocean Commotion Vacation Bible
Camp at Goodwood Baptist
Church - pre-register for the summer now
at 905-640-3111 for our free camp, July
4 - 8, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  No charge.
Gr. JK - 6
Uxbridge Soccer Club: REGISTER
NOW for house league summer soccer.
All leagues begin in May.
www.uxbridgesoccerclub.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All wel-
come. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014
Uxbridge Parkinson's Support
Group meets the first Thursday of each

month (except July & August) between 1-
3 p.m. at Bridgewater - 22 James Hill
Court. All welcome. For additional infor-
mation contact Maureen Gilleece 416-
895-2255 or visit
www.uxparkinsons.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public,
please come out and support your local
veterans.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Baby Café, every Monday, 9 - 11a.m.
at the Uxbridge Early Years Centres lo-
cated in Uxbridge Public School. Drop in
for a tea and a chat. Breastfeeding sup-
port available. All pregnant women, par-
ents/caregivers with infants welcome,
non-fee. Please call 905-862-3131 or di-
rector@durhamfamilyresoruces.org for
more info.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All wel-
come. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Shuffleboard at Uxbridge Seniors Cen-
ter. Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 a.m.
Mon., March 14, 9:30 a.m. Oak Ridges
Trail Association Hike: Uxbridge Country-
side Preserve. This is a slow to moderate
2 hr hike. Well mannered dogs welcome.
Join us for lunch afterwards. Meet at con-
servation parking behind the Wal-Mart
store at the south end of Uxbridge off
Hwy. 47 Contact: Brian & Wilma Millage
905 853 2407

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

COMING UP



"centres". Although, in Uxbridge's
case, it would make sense, being sit-
uated alongside Centre Road.

Would the township sell naming
rights to the uniquely named Ux-
pool? Or perhaps they are thinking
about losing that name when they
build a new pool at the Fields of
Uxbridge, a prime example of how
the naming of a public asset should
not be done. The Fields of Uxbridge
are unfortunately referred to by a
number of people in town as "FU",
a fact that hasn't been lost on coun-
cil. 
And then there are ball parks, play-

grounds, parkettes, flower beds, the
new fire hall, buildings at the Histor-
ical Centre: the possibilities are end-
less. And if you think I exaggerate -
(well, maybe a little) - the late coun-
cillor Pat Mikuse once suggested
renting out buildings at the museum
to commercial enterprises.

If council decides they want to sell
the naming rights, it will be incum-
bent on them to show us the figures
on the revenue to be generated and
how much of a reduction it will cause
in property taxes. Just selling them
off to make a quick buck, as the
province did with the 407, won't
wash with the residents.

One final thought: John Mc-
Cutcheon is a man I admire greatly.
He is a true gentleman and a wonder-
ful human being. Last September, he
was honoured - (and rightly so) - by
having a section of the Trans Canada
Trail that runs over the newly re-
stored trestle bridge named after him.
I can think of no one who would ob-

ject to that. But what happened to
the policy-in-progress then? Why
wasn't that naming decision delayed
until the policy is set, as was the case

in Christopher Chapman's case?
It seems to me they're screwing this

file up already.
Tell me, am I wrong?
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Apparently, it is possible that in the
near future parents in Uxbridge
could be taking their children to play
hockey or lacrosse or to figure skate
at the WalMart Centre. Or go swim-
ming at the McDonald's Pool. At
least if McDonald's bought the nam-
ing rights to the new pool and called
it the McDonald's Aquatic Centre,
we could say we're going to MACs to
get in shape...

It seems that deputy clerk Michael
de Rond is working on a policy for
the township regarding sponsorships
and naming rights for municipal as-
sets. Chief Administrative Officer In-
grid Svelnis confirmed this when she
said the township is looking at rais-
ing revenue by selling such sponsor-
ships and naming rights. This came
to light when facilities manager Bob
Ferguson, who had been tasked with
looking into a request to name a par-
kette after the late Christopher
Chapman, advised council to hold
off until Mr. de Rond comes up with
a policy.
This isn't the first time this idea has

been floated in town: then-councillor
Jacob Mantle proposed the idea
shortly after being elected in 2010.
During the recent budget discus-

sions, I asked whether former Stan-
dard editor Darryl Knight's sugges-
tion that separate naming rights be
sold for the arena, the two ice pads
and the  community centre was
being considered and was told no.

But now, just a couple of months
later, the township seems to have
reached the point where it is going to
come out with a policy. I would sug-
gest they think long and hard before
deciding to offer the township's as-
sets to the highest bidder.

Take the arena, for example. The
original one-pad building and then
the second pad were paid for in large
part by donations from the residents
themselves, apart from some of their
tax dollars. And they have supported
the arena with their tax dollars over
the years. Why should their contri-
butions be overlooked just because a
large corporation can fork over a few
thousand bucks that they would
make up in five minutes of sales? If
WalMart was so inclined, they could
name the arena WalMart Centre. I
say "Centre" because that's all the
rage these days: Rogers Centre, Air
Canada Centre, Bell Centre, Cana-
dian Tire Centre, etc. In fact, 19 of
the NHL's 30 teams now play in

JONES
PUMPING

Septic & Holding
Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170
Serving Port Perry,

Uxbridge & 
surrounding areas

MOE licensed

Across
1. In the past
5. Debate position
8. Slip (into)
12. Tries to win
13. Marvel Comics super villain
14. "How ___!"
15. "The King's Speech" prob-
lem
16. Water tester
17. Guitar part
18. Jazz component
20. Pound
21. Laughing dog
23. Con's explanation
27. US mountains
32. Fruit with slippery rind
34. French, melancholy
35. Hold
37. Commercial maker
38. Manner of speaking
40. Kind of tissue
43. Vinegary
47. Change course
48. Schtick
49. Section in the newspaper
(abbreviation)
51. Forget
52. Perjure
53. Network of nerves
54. Clever
55. Picnic buster
56. Board member

Down
1. Harry Potter's mailman
2. Film genre
3. Truncheon
4. See
5. Terse
6. Lodger
7. Buck
8. Lab burner
9. The god of War
10. ___ is life!
11. Comic character comment
19. The magician made it ap-
pear out of ____ (2 words)
20. Make knotted patterns
22. "___ so fast!"
23. "20/20" network
24. Thai language
25. Place to stay
26. Belfry denizen
28. Cincinnati or Karate?
29. Theory
30. Greek vowel
31. Member of Cong.
33. Stand by
36. A B vitamin
39. Group of eight
40. Wimbledon contest with
final
41. Provide a top to
42. Creative
44. Ripped your shirt
45. Wild goat
46. Mention
47. Promise
48. Taking after
50. Detective, for short

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

What’s in a name?

Thomas Smith, a Grade 10 Honours student at Uxbridge Secondary School, re-
cently earned a spot on Team Ontario U16.  
Thomas recently competed at the 2016 Aviva U16 Provincials for alpine ski rac-

ing, and his top 10 finishes at this 4-day event qualified him for a spot on Team
Ontario U16.
Ontario’s top 20 males and top 20 females will head to Mont Tremblant on March

20 to March 23, to compete at the CAN AM U16 Championship. These athletes
will race against 70 other top athletes from the USA, the top 40 racers from Que-
bec and the top 10 racers from Atlantic Canada. The races will be made up of a
variety of courses, including a Super G race, Giant Salomon and Slalom races.
Thomas is a member of the Georgian Peaks Ski Club in Collingwood, Ontario.

Submitted photo

U.S.S. skier earns spot on Team Ontario
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SERVICES
HUMAN RESOURCES SERVICES: Experienced,
local professional available to assist small & medium-
sized businesses with HR operations/employee man-
agement on a project basis or on-going part-time
arrangement in Durham & York Regions. Contact Sally
at sechrservices@gmail.com or 416-420-9393 for a
complimentary consultation.   4/7
BOOKKEEPING: Tax, payroll, etc. Call Liz, 647-328-
2159. Evergreen Bookkeeping. Reliable, affordable,
experienced. www.evergreenbookkeeping.ca Pick-up
& Drop-off work, Flexible Schedule!   3/17

THE MONEY COUNSELLOR: Do you wish you could
create a simple financial routine that is easy to apply
WITHOUT giving up your lifestyle? It will BLOW YOUR
MIND just how organized & easy your money
management can be! TheMoneyCounsellor.com
905.442.8801   3/17

COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER SERVICES:
PC & Mac friendly - local & award winning. We get to
you quickly and fix your problems fast. Call Mick @
905 715 3080 or checkout www.corblimey.ca   4/21
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA.
The Girls Bra Boutique, Stouffville. 905-642-3339
3/24
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary, Sec-
ondary, College, University, and Adult Learners; Read-
ing, Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments,
Masters/Doctoral Theses coach. Experienced Educator
905-852-1145.   
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your
home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns. Veter-
ans welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-287-0673.
4/28

PET CARE - Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-
4454  3/31
NEW WELDING AND FAB SHOP in Uxbridge. Lo-
cated directly north, across from Staples. All welding
repairs and custom metal fabrication with 30 years ex-
perience. Steel sales as well as aluminum & stainless.
Call or stop in & ask for Paul Barry. 905-649-0651.
ocweldingandmetal@gmail.com   3/17
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas, Gaze-
bos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and other Custom
Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood Custom
Decks, 905-852-1750, or email steve@northwoodcus-
tomdecks.ca  3/31
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over

25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-employed
to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-
852-7281  3/31
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding, Event,
Portrait. Web Design for mobile, desktop. Graphic de-
sign & social media. Call Wright Web Photo, 905-852-
9520, www.wrightwebphoto.com     
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality re-
pair and sales from a local, experienced professional.
Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  3/31
HOME-WATCH HOUSE & PET SITTING SERV-
ICES: Voted #1 in Uxbridge, now in our 11th year!
Visit www.home-watch.ca, email hstewart@home-
watch.ca. Heather Stewart cell 905-852-8525   
THE HOME INSPECTOR "Know what you own".
Maintenance inspections can stop trouble in its tracks.
Call 416-567-4282.   3/31

WANTED
LAWNSCAPE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE IS
HIRING FULL TIME MAINTENANCE WORKERS.
We are a locally-based company that serves Uxbridge
& the surrounding areas; we are currently hiring expe-
rienced crew foremen and full time outdoor mainte-
nance employees for the spring and summer. Your own
transportation to work is required. Please reply by re-
sume to lawnscape@eclarity.ca or by phone (905)
852-4378. This job starts in late March/early April.
Questions can be directed to the above phone number.
3/31
PACE CREDIT UNION POSITION: Part-Time Mem-
ber Services Representative (Uxbridge) position avail-
able. Hours are Thurs./Fri. 3:30 - 7:15 p.m.; Sat. 8:30
a.m.-1:15 p.m. Tasks include fulfilling members' finan-
cial needs; assisting members by answering questions
& providing them with quality member service. Quali-
fications: 1 - 2 years banking experience; exceptional
customer service skills; flexible to assist with extra
hours. Email resumés to khalls@pacecu.com, or hand
deliver to 99 Brock St. W., Uxbridge.   3/17

FOR RENT
10-STALL BARN & PASTURE: rest station, hay on
property. 905-852-7634   3/31
3-BEDROOM HOUSE: Uxbridge (in town), Appli-
ances incl. Central air, fencedy yard, garage.
$,1800/month plus utilities. Avaiable March 1st 905-
852-3073.   3/17
FOR SALE
HAY - LIFTABLE BALES: stored inside, free storage

until May 31/16. 905-852-7634   3/17
BAND INSTRUMENTS: Brass instruments in beau-
tiful shape, need to be played. Trumpet, $300; Fluegel
horn, $350; French horn, $375. 705-228-8108.   3/17
SOFA - BRAND NEW! TOP CANADIAN MAKER
High quality beige fabric w/ taupe accents, matching
toss cushions. Un-sat-upon! $475 o.b.o. 905-852-9842
3/17
MAHOGANY TEA WAGON with glass server, excel-
lent condition. $700 o.b.o.. 905-862-2176   3/17
NATIVE ARTS/CRAFTS: 30yr. collection. Full deer-
skins, jackets, antler carvings, old H.B. Blankets,
beaded-burned purses & bags, prints, Kachinas, wall
hanging, walking sticks, quiver, beadwork, moccasins,
dreamcatchers, many smalls and uniques. 905-649-
6309 anytime   3/24

EVENTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH. We have many Grandmothers bring their
grandchildren to Church on Sunday mornings at 10
a.m. so they can enjoy Sunday School. Would your
grandchildren enjoy being a part of our Sunday School
Program? Ages up to 12 years. Call Cindy at Church Of-
fice 905 852 6213 to discuss.   3/24
FOREST GARDENING IN AN URBAN SETTING.
Free seminar at Richters Herbs, Goodwood. Join Travis
Philip, Sunday, March 20, 2 - 3 p.m. Everyone welcome.
Go to www.richters.com/events for more information
or call 905-640-6677.   3/17
ST. PADDY'S DAY DANCE, Fri., March 18. 8 p.m.
Uxbridge Legion, featuring The Pepper Shakers $10.
Wear Your Green!   3/17
BEGINNERS YOGA: Tin Mill Restaurant, Uxbridge.
Tuesdays, 10-11:15 a.m. Enjoy the detailed instruction
of an intimate Vinyasa Yoga class, led by Yoga Teacher,
Cricket-Olivia.    www. YogaOmUnlimited for more in-
formation.   3/17

MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at Blue
Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Experienced and those new
to meditation are welcome. Contact us at
ghorner@zing-net.ca.   3/24

FAMILY DOG TRAINING CLASSES – Puppy Starter
& Beginner Obedience. Private In-Home training
sessions available as well as Puppy Consultations &
Behavioural Consultations. For info or to register: K9’S
in KAHOOTS (905) 642-8289 www.k9sinkahoots.com.
4/14

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
HOME
OFFICE

COTTAGE 
ISN’T IT TIME YOU

OWNED A

GILLDERCROFT?
9269 

3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“When Jesus came closer
and could see Jerusalem,
he cried.”       Luke 19:41

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Brett Ireland
416-574-6427     ltdpropertyservices@gmail.com

Grass Cutting  •  Yard Clean Up
Flower Beds  •  Snow Plowing



girl back. That it was set in India
against the backdrop of a popular
game show might have been the rea-
son for the comments about the film
being original. I like the film, I just
do not believe for one second it was
the best of its year and deserving of
eight Academy Awards...not even
close.
7. Titanic (1997) Again, beautifully

made, with one of the greatest scores
of all time, and stunning visual ef-
fects, but with a terrible script ele-
vated by the actors. Eleven Academy
Awards, huge box office...I never un-
derstood it. And I encounter people
who insist it is the greatest movie
ever made. Um...OK. I then wonder
how many movies they have actually
seen.

8. The Sting (1973) Once again,
impeccably made. But a lovely,
jaunty score and two fine perform-
ances from our leads, Paul Newman
and Robert Redford does not a great
film make. Yet it swept the Oscars,
winning seven, and was huge at the
box office...but does anyone really
remember why...or how?
9. A Beautiful Mind (2001) Let’s be

clear, Ron Howard and Apollo 13
(1995) should have won Oscars for
Best Director and Best Film in 1995
but did not; shamefully they lost to
Braveheart (1995) and Howard was
snubbed entirely for Best Director!
So he received one of those sad
make-up-for-it Oscars, and the film
won Best Picture. Wildly over-ap-
preciated and not even a true ac-
count of Nash. Again, one of those
greatest hits films meant to offend
no one.

10. Avatar (2010) Dances with
Wolves on planet Avatar (watch them
back to back and see exactly what I
mean. I am not kidding.) Cameron
made a western set in space, shame-
lessly stealing from Costner and
Blake.
11. Citizen Kane (1941) Yes, it was

innovative, yes it broke ground on

how films were made, and yes, it
changed everything about how films
would be made going forward, but
in the years since it was released, bet-
ter have films have come and gone.
Much better films.

All that said, go search out a bunch
of films that you’d like to see - or see
again - this March Break, and decide
for yourself what’s really worth all
the fuss, and what’s really worth
watching. Enjoy!
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We see a film and think “What’s the
big deal? Then the other critics
weigh in and they love it; the film
makes millions and yet we are left
cold. What is the fuss all about, we
wonder? Did we see the same film?
Is something wrong with me?
Nope...the films are just over rated

and over praised.
Throughout the course of my ca-

reer as a film critic I have seen many
films that left me wondering what all
the fuss was about - Academy Award
winners from yesteryear and present
day films that have received rave re-
views but did nothing for me at all.
In many cases they are not bad films,
not at all. They are impeccably
crafted, but not the masterpieces
they were hailed as being.
In some cases it was simply timing:

the film came along at the right time
and touched something for a few
days within the audiences or even
the critics, while other times the au-
dience was bamboozled into think-
ing they were watching something
honorable and were supposed to like
it. Guess I am not wired that way...

1. The English Patient (1996) I re-
member sitting in the screening dur-
ing the scene in the cave where the
lovers are going to part, and think-
ing “I wish she would just die, for
God sakes...just die so we can all go
home.” There was no chemistry be-
tween the two at all; Ralph Fiennes
and Kristen Scott-Thomas had zero
spark. The film is beautifully crafted
and well-made, but cold and distant,
nothing warm despite taking place
in the desert regions of Africa. I
hated the movie and, just to be sure,
went back a second time to make
sure I hated it (I did) and watched it
again, well half of it, for this piece.
And then it wins nine Academy
Awards...geez Louise, tell me how
that happens.
2. Life is Beautiful (1998) Yes, they

gave this Best Foreign Language
Film and Best Actor to its writer, the
Italian dancing monkey Roberto
Begnini, who made an utter fool of
himself when accepting his Oscar.
Let me tell you, I have interviewed
the man and his accent is not nearly
as harsh as it was Oscar
night...THAT was the real perform-
ance. 

His fable about the Holocaust is
demeaning to any of the survivors
and actually trivializes the entire

piece of history. And he wins Best
Actor over Edward Norton’s Nazi in
American History X (1999)...that is
shameful.

3. Hamlet (1948) I have never
bought into the belief that Sir Lau-
rence Olivier was a great actor. Ever.
In fact, I remember arguments with
my college professors about that very
thing, one who had been taught by
Olivier at the National Theater in
England. Big deal, Not once have I
seen Olivier do anything other than
act like the old ham he was...over the
top. Here, as the moody Dane, he
speaks prettily, but never captures
the agony of the man, the madness
and the interior madness. Kenneth
Branagh did it; hell, even Mel Gib-
son did a pretty decent job of it. Yet
the Academy gets fooled into think-
ing by honoring Hamlet as Best Film
they gain some sort of credibility. In-
stead they looked silly, and suckered.
4. Ghandi (1982) Gandhi’s greatest

hits is what this film plays as, with
so many elements of his life just left
out. A great biography is the one
that explores the character, warts and
all, showing the bad side of the char-
acter which humanizes them in
every way. Anyway I have said it all
before on this film...read my piece
on the movie itself.

5. The Deer Hunter (1978) Predi-
cated on a lie, the major theme of
the film has no merit. Yet there are
moments it is undeniably powerful
and often beautiful, and the crafts-
manship behind the film cannot be
denied. However, to accept this as a
serious study of the war in Vietnam
is a terrible thing because it paints
the Viet Cong as vicious murderers,
and “explores” events that did not
happen; nor is there any proof of
ever having happened, despite the
director-writer saying he witnessed
them first hand during his time in
Vietnam. He was never in Viet-
nam...ever. Had the lies come out
before the Oscars, the film would
never have won.
6. Slumdog Millionaire (2008) De-

clared as ‘wildly original’, it is as old
a theme as movies themselves - boy
meets girl, boy loses girl, boy gets

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

To be held at
Goodwood United Church

3999 Concession 3, Goodwood

Friday March 25, Good Friday Service
Sunday March 27, Easter Sunday Service

Services begin at 11:15 am

Refreshments & Fellowship
following the service

For further information, contact Arthur Schickedanz
(416) 540-7060          (905) 852-0725

Lutheran Church

Easter Services

Goodwood 
Baptist Church

283 Hwy 47 Goodwood
905-640-3111

Good Friday Service
March 25 at 10:30 a.m.
Music by Lloyd Knight

Communion & Lunch following

Easter Sunday Service
March 27 at 11:00 a.m.

Music by the Milne Family
Timely messages by Pastor 

Michael Liew

All Welcome!

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

WANT TO KNOW WHAT TO PREPARE FOR
EASTER? CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS ONLINE

A Division of 
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all 
aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173

thecosmos@powergate.ca

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

The most overrated films of
all time
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Judy Esmonde
Broker

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Joel Pringle
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Uxbridge,
Ontario

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

THE SNOW’S GONE, DON’T WAIT
TO LIST. BUYERS ARE OUT

LOOKING NOW!!!
Thinking of SELLING call SHANE today.
Shane Coxworth 
Sales Representative, REALTOR®
905-903-7965
email: ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com
website: www.ShaneCoxworth.com

44 EWEN DRIVE
This Home is Spotless and Very Well Maintained.  
This "Tammy" Model Bungalow in The Desirable 
Testa Heights Neighbourhood is Located on a 

56 x 110 Foot Mature Lot.  
In "Move In and Unpack" Condition.  

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
Direct Cell 647-924-0975

Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

New Homes Starting at $299,900
Quality All Brick Detached Homes on 40-
50ft lots starting from $299,900.  The New
Seven Meadows Community is now
offering outstanding pre-construction
pricing & $7,500 in upgrades with
occupancy as early as Fall 2016.  
Call Joel Pringle today 800-465-7866 for
details and to view the Herbe Model Home
pictured. 
Joel Pringle
Bus. Phone: 705-426-4663

Seeking home for qualified
buyers under contract
1. 2 Storey, Bungalow or Bungaloft 
2. Acreage - preferably 1+ or more
3. Pool or Pond desired, but not required
4. 60-90 day closing preferred
5. Under $1,000,000, under 800,000 & under
$375,000 
If your home meets the above criteria, please
call me directly at 416-556-0238. Not
intended to solicit anyone currently under
contract with another licensed salesperson.

Gerald Lawrence
Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS�
www.UxbridgeHomes.com
Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

I have qualified buyers looking for a 
3 or 4 bedroom home in town,

prefer a fenced yard and double car garage but are flexible. 
Call Judy today. 

Judy Esmonde, Broker, Manager
905-852-4338 (bus)         416-677-8709 (cell)

email: Judy-esmonde@coldwellbanker.ca
website: www.judyesmonde.com

Privacy on the  Black River
Udora home on 2 acres. Open concept home
featuring cathedral ceiling
living/dining/kitchen. 2 bedrooms plus
potential of 2 in basement. 2 kitchens, total
of 3 bathrooms, walkouts from living room,
family room and master bedroom. Circular
drive, partially fenced yard. Currently
operating as a licensed dog kennel.

www.mariepersaud.ca 
Call Marie Persaud, Sales
Representative, at 416-970-8979
for more info.

SOL
D

SOL
D

ROBINGLADE ESTATES
• Wonderful waterfront community
• Over 1 acre of property 
• 3 bd./ 2 bath/ backsplit
• Heated double garage
• 7 minutes to Port Perry

Janet Green, Sales Representative
Direct Cell  905-439-1799
Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.soldbyjanet.ca

$43
9,9
00


