
LEARNING TO FLY - Jahid Golan, right, teaches Aidan MacMillan how to tie a fly for fishing at the Youth Centre during ‘The Brook Never Sleeps’, a hands-
on educational event held during March Break. More than 40 young people participated in the free program. Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor told
council on Monday there is a possi-
bility that future Uxbridge council
meetings could be broadcast live.

Mayor O’Connor said the mayors
of the three North Durham munici-
palities - Uxbridge, Scugog and
Brock - met three weeks ago to dis-
cuss social media and the recording
of council meetings. She also noted
that most of the municipalities in the
south end of the region already
record their meetings.

She said the three northern town-
ships will be looking at various op-
tions, but stated that her preference
would be to air the council meetings
live. She did not specify whether that

would be over the Internet or
through Rogers Cable.

She did add, however, that "there
are a couple of hurdles to jump" be-
fore any decision is made.

In other council news, proponents
of a pump park for the Fields of
Uxbridge came to council asking that
the township set up a permanent
committee of council to move the
project ahead.

Stephen Snoddon said during a
deputation that a committee was
formed earlier but has since been re-
duced to an ad hoc committee.

He said the partners behind the
project - Uxbridge Rotary, Uxbridge
Optimists and the Durham Moun-
tain Bike Association - now want the
track to have either an asphalt or

concrete surface rather than dirt in
order to cut down on maintenance
costs and make the track more ap-
pealing to users.

"It's not a BMX track," he said.
He said the pump park group be-

lieves a hard-surface "world class"
track can be built for about
$350,000. Mr. Snoddon said the Ro-
tary Club has pledged $75,000 and
the Optimists are considering
$25,000. An application would be
made for a Trillium grant of
$150,000, leaving $100,000 to be re-
alized through fund-raising and
other partners.
"We haven't asked the township for

money yet," he added.
Mayor O'Connor said council

should discuss where they can come

up with money for the park and
asked Councillor Pat Molloy, head of
the finance committee, to provide a
report for the next council meeting.
Mr. Molloy responded that a plan-
ning session last fall showed there is
no funding available, although the
township would be donating the
land at the Fields of Uxbridge. He
said the township already has sub-
stantial commitments to infrastruc-
ture, such as the new fire hall and the
Brock Street culvert.

Mayor O'Connor persisted, how-
ever, saying she would still like a re-
port on how the township can find
$75,000 for the project in 2017.

Asked by Regional Councillor Jack
Ballinger about fund-raising projects,
Mr. Snoddon said the group hopes to

have a temporary pump park set up
at this year's Fall Fair. He said they
are also looking for corporate spon-
sors.

Councillor Molloy said that the re-
quest for a permanent council com-
mittee should be decided after he
brings back his report.

Also at Monday’s council meeting,
chief building official Brian Pigozzo
made a report about mandatory in-
spections of some septic systems in
the township, and some members of
council expressed concern that the
exercise has been passed down from
the province to the township.

Provincial building code revisions
call for all properties with septic sys-
tems that lie within 100 metres of a
waterway or pond to be inspected
every five years, starting in 2021,
with the property owner liable for the
$150 visual inspection fee. That vi-
sual inspection would  require some-
one to visit the site and look at the
ground surface above the septic sys-
tem.

Mr. Pigozzo's report said there are
620 such properties in the township.
His report recommended that
Uxbridge team with the Durham
health department to do the inspec-
tions.

Mayor O'Connor opined that the
inspection program will result in "a
lot of abuse" of township staff even
though it is the province that is de-
manding it.
Councillor Gordon Highet said the

program will be looked at as "a tax
grab” by the municipality.
"We're just the messenger, but we're

going to get shot," he said,
Council also decided Monday that
late councillor Pat Mikuse will be ho-
noured on May 16 with the planting
of a tree and installation of a bench
at the Historical Centre grounds.
Ms. Mikuse, who represented Ward
3, died last year after battling cancer.
Mayor O'Connor said she hopes the

tree to be planted will be some type
of maple.

Lastly, the township has settled a
three-year contract with its unionized
workers, which will see the workers
receive a 1.25-per-cent pay increase
in each of the next three years.
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Council considering going live

Scuba
Learn to Dive
Experience a new way
to play!

Fun, exercise and
knowledge.

Starts in April, 
for five weeks.
Limited spaces available.

SAFETY THROUGH
EDUCATION

LARRY OLSON
N.A.U.I 3325    P.A.D.I. 3625

416-771-7162
larry.olson@sympatico.ca

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

HANDYMAN SPECIAL
Located in Zephyr across from the park. 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, 
2 car garage.

SOLD
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We're helping to lead the world to 
Skin Health.

Therapeutic Solutions, Products, Protocols
& Treatments provided by skincare
professionals for a wide range of skin
disorders and chronic conditions.

• Medi spa treatments
• Day spa treatments
• Walk-ins welcome 
• Free consultations 
• Gift certificates available

Book your Complimentary Consultation
905-852-4104

www.uxbridgemedispa.com
5 Bascom Street, Uxbridge

FREE TRIPLE PANE UPGRADE

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

ENDS
SOON!

Limited Time!

Heart for the
People

MAINSTREETREALTY
LTD. BROKERAGE

905-852-2424     24 Toronto Street North     mainstreetrealty.com

Larry Olson***

*Sales Representative
**Broker  ***Broker/Manager

We are local experts with 
a global reach

Wayne Cordingly**

SOLD OVER LIST
$529,900. Updated 3+2 bedroom bungalow

on 1/3 acre lot. Granite counter tops,
hardwood floors, cathedral ceilings and

much more.

$445,900
32 Acres - this unique property is waiting
for the right person with discerning taste

and an eye for beauty

SOLD EXCLUSIVE IN
3 DAYS!!

79 Button Crescent, Uxbridge

Kelsey Geer*

Direct: 416-936-0254
www.getusold.ca

Direct: 416-738-5379
email kelseygeer@Hotmail.Com

Direct: 416-771-7162
email larry.olson@sympatico.ca

ere have been very few films made
about Jesus Christ that actually
work. In most of them he is por-
trayed as a beautiful blue-eyed man
with a sense of calm around him,
usually speaking in a hushed whisper,
with a light that follows him wher-
ever he goes. Cecil B. Demille's e
King of Kings (1927), made at the
end of the silent era, sort of set the
template for films about Christ.

irty-eight years later, George
Stevens decided to make the ultimate
film about Jesus entitled e Greatest
Story Ever Told (1965). Stevens
spared no expense, found roles in the
film for everyone in Hollywood
(Charlton Heston as John the Bap-
tist, Telly Savalas, Sidney Poitier,
even John Wayne as the soldier who
leads Christ to the cross), and for
some bizarre reason cast Swedish

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

The Passion - Easter viewing

actor, the towering Max Von Sydow,
as Christ. He then made the decision
NOT to shoot the film in the Holy
Land, instead shooting in the bad-
lands of Utah and Monument Valley,
familiar to audiences from westerns.
When the disciples came around a
corner, we half expected John Wayne
to appear again, riding out to meet
them. It was ridiculous. e four-
hour film was awful, the critics killed
it, and it is recognized as one of the
biggest bombs in film history, ruin-
ing Stevens career.

Television did right by Jesus in the
fine mini-series Jesus of Nazareth
(1978) but it was not until 1988 that
Hollywood again touched the subject
of Jesus, and then it was Martin
Scorsese making his dream project
e Last Temptation of Christ, which
was a masterpiece, and the first film

to explore Christ as being just a man.
ere were the expected howls of
protest; the Catholic Church con-
demned the film sight unseen.
In 2004, Mel Gibson made e Pas-

sion of the Christ with his own money,
allowing him to make the film he
wanted to make. He told the story in
Aramaic with some Latin, initially
wanting no subtitles because people
already knew the story. He made it
clear he was telling only the story of
Jesus’ last hours, his death and resur-
rection. 

It is a powerful film to watch, un-
settling and admittedly gruesome in
its violence, and a masterpiece. What
strikes me is that, no matter what
they did to him, no matter how they
beat him, he kept moving forward to
his destiny, knowing he must be cru-
cified. We see the scourging, flesh

ripped off his body, we see the nails
pounded into his flesh, the cross
being dropped into a hole to hold it
upright. We see the agony on the
cross and finally his death, and the
storm that comes afterwards, terrify-
ing the Romans. And then, in the
tomb we see the robes fall away, we
see him stand, his wounds gone ex-
cept the holes in his hands and he
goes forth.

Say what you want about Gibson,
the man made one of the most im-
portant films of all time. Jim Cavaziel
was superb as Jesus, creating a man
who feels astounding pain yet lives
only accomplish what had been fore-
told. is is the film people should
watch at Easter. To even begin to un-
derstand what this man went
through, watch this film. It will
change your life.
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Across
1. Victoria Secret offering
4. Mint
8. Pronoun
11. Tiny particle
12. Not sawn
14. Your and my
15. Kicks
16. Honey farmer
18. Lawyers' charges
20. Green vegetable
21. In the lead
24. "___ lost!"
27. Putting on
30. 60s songwriter
32. Crumbled
33. Actor Robert
34. Fundamental principle
35. Temporary
36. Southern general in the
Civil War
37. Dish
38. Good shot
40. Stir up
44. Timely
49. High card
50. Magical
51. Ruhr River city
52. "Help!"
53. Kind of number
54. Evergreens with red berries
55. Cable station

Down
1. Punch

2. Gigolo
3. Green Gables girl
4. Chicago bear?
5. Together
6. First-aid item
7. Microwave
8. Uncooked french toast
9. Shade
10. Do wrong
13. Ice ___
17. Mechanical and design ex-
pert
19. West coast city
22. Goes quickly
23. Close
25. Islamic potentate
26. Actress, Spelling
27. Girl coming into woman-
hood
28. Examination type
29. Barely beat, with "out"
30. Badger's tunnel
31. __ de plume (pen name)
33. Evidence piece
35. Treat unjustly (2 words)
37. Fall guy
39. Exploration target
41. Hop dryer
42. Desktop object
43. For fear
44. Out of sync
45. Green color
46. Eucharist vessel
47. Novel
48. Coast Guard officer, abbr.

Guess the title of the movie  we parodied and 

WIN TICKETS FOR 4 
TO THE ROXY!
Guess the names of the people in the poster and
WIN DRINKS AND POPCORN
TO GO WITH THE MOVIE!

Drop o% your entry to

Quaker Dental Clinic
2 Campbell Drive, Suite 308

or call 905 8524767 and we’ll enter it for you.

He’s back --  this time with his #1
bestselling novel, e High Moun-
tains of Portugal. Yann Martel, award
Man-Booker Prize winning author
of Life of Pi, will be back in Uxbridge
on Wednesday, March  30, at 7 p.m.
at Wooden Sticks Golf Club. Beau-
tiful, witty and engaging, e High
Mountains of Portugal offers the
reader the same tender exploration
of the impact and significance of
great love and great loss, belief and
unbelief, that has marked all his bril-
liant, unexpected novels.
In the early 1900s, Tomás discovers

an ancient journal and sets out from
Lisbon in search of the strange treas-
ure the journal describes. irty-five
years later, a pathologist who is de-
voted to the novels of Agatha
Christie, and whose wife has possi-
bly been murdered, finds himself
drawn into the consequences of
Tomás's quest. Fifty years later, Sen-
ator Peter Tovy of Ottawa, grieving
the death of his own beloved wife,
rescues a chimpanzee from an Okla-
homa research facility and takes it to
live with him in his ancestral village
in northern Portugal, where the
strands of all three stories miracu-
lously mesh together.
When Life of Pi was released, Mar-

tel was an unknown entity. Identi-
fied by his publishers as a spectacular
first-time Canadian author, he was
named one of that year’s New Faces
of Fiction (NFoF). In a full circle
moment, Martel will be joined by
Gary Barwin, one of Penguin Ran-
dom House’s New Faces of Fiction
for 2016. Gary Barwin is the author
of Yiddish for Pirates, a hilarious,
swashbuckling yet powerful tale of
pirates, buried treasure and a search
for the Fountain of Youth, told in
the ribald, philosophical voice of a
500-year-old Jewish parrot.

Many beloved Canadian authors
have had their careers launched via
the NFoF  program, many of whom
have graced both national and inter-

national bestseller lists and have been honoured
with some of  literature’s highest honours. Ann-
Marie MacDonald, Gail Anderson-Dargatz,

Dionne Brand, Timothy Taylor, Nicolas Dickner,
and Ami McKay all had their first novels launched
as part of the NFoF program.

Tickets are $25 (includes dessert and coffee) and
are available at Blue Heron Books, 62 Brock St.
W., 905-852-4282, www.blueheronbooks.com

Life of Pi author visiting Uxbridge next week
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Why destroy a heritage forest if you
don’t have to?
A proposal has been made for a by-

law amendment to rezone approxi-
mately 5.3 hectares of forested land
in the Town of Uxbridge to permit
the clear cutting of a heritage forest,
and construction of a 52-unit
medium density condominium
townhouse development.

Uxbridge is “The Trail Capital of
Canada”; a well-deserved designation
recognizing our natural trail systems,
heritage bridges, and a strong part-
nership of local businesses and resi-
dents supporting the environment
and giving it a voice and identity.   
The forested area is a small but ma-

ture forest, with an established
wildlife habitat that has been un-
touched for decades, with tall, ma-
ture and thriving trees estimated to
be 80-100 years old. This small forest
should not be disregarded or de-
stroyed in the name of urban growth,
as there will surely be an impact on
the environment and wildlife. 

The property line of this heritage
forest borders 13 homes, and resi-
dents are clearly opposed to destruc-
tion of this forest.  Over 400 people,
from throughout Uxbridge and its
surrounding communities, have
signed a petition in support of this
forest, voicing disapproval for this
proposed development.  
It defies understanding that a small

heritage forest in the heart of “The
Trail Capital of Canada” would be
destroyed, given the long-lasting and
far-reaching environmental impacts
on Uxbridge, Lake Simcoe and sur-
rounding communities.

The following environmental im-
pacts are being disregarded in pursuit
and support of urban growth:

1.  The LSRCA (Lake Simcoe Re-
gional Conservation Authority) des-
ignated portions of the forest as
“Environmental Constraint”, with a
“Level 1 Heritage Forest” classifica-
tion due to its key natural heritage
features
2.  The LSRCA questions issues re:
storm water/sewage management –
phosphorous loading – infiltration
swale from the development
3.  A Lake Simcoe Protection Plan
(LSPP) report references forested area
within “Significant Groundwater
Recharge Area with Highly Vulnera-
ble Aquifers”
4.  The Town of Uxbridge identified
forested area as ‘significant wood-
lands’
5.  A forest is integral part of an
ecosystem which supports wildlife in
its natural habitat.
6.  Clear-cutting of forest by classify-
ing trees as a ‘hedgerow’, with no
value to the environment has been
disproved by independent arborists
and Tree Canada
7.  How does rezoning/development
support the LSPP effort to restore
and improve ecological health of the
Lake Simcoe Watershed?
Thank you for listening, supporting

our environment, and helping to
stop the destruction of this forest.

Katherine Haas
Member of Engaged and Proud

Residents of Uxbridge - “The Trail
Capital of Canada”

Thank you to the United Nations for
giving Canada a “boot in the butt”
over the housing crisis and our obli-
gation to protect Canadians.

Every community, including
Uxbridge, now has an opportunity to
step up to the plate and show the rest
of this province that we will be part
of the solution.

By allowing rural/hamlet home
owners to create apartments for ex-
tended family would give seniors fi-
nancial assistance, as well as a labour
force that can assist on the farm. This
allows the farmers to stay where they
raised their families. This would also
allow our young people and those
downsizing an affordable place to live
within their own community.  

Also, developers should be encour-
aged to build a percentage of homes
that can be rented out at reasonable
rates to encourage our seniors and
young people to stay in the commu-
nity where they have friends and
family to assist them.

Encouraging our retirees to stay
and/or our graduates to return is also
encouraging new businesses and op-
portunities to benefit the township
economically.

We have an opportunity here to
show Ontario and all of Canada,
along with the UN, that small towns
know how to do it right.

Bev Northeast
Goodwood

Letters to the Editor

Well, we’re not sure about you, but we’re feeling like the world is just a little
bit topsy-turvy at the moment, and quite frankly, it’s more than a bit dis-
concerting. A reality show star with incredibly bad hair (and some would
argue astute business man, but whatever) is in the running to be the next
American president. People who for some reason think their culture, religion
and way of doing things is the only way to be are bombing airports and
train stations in Europe, killing innocent citizens who have absolutely no
connection to them whatsoever. And to top it off, superheroes are now fight-
ing one another. 
We have a right to be confused.
There is little that can be said that hasn’t already been shouted about Don-

ald Trump running for the position of president in the States. The whole
situation is a farce, but it’s quickly becoming a little bit more real every day.
Online dictionaries are being overrun with people looking up the words
“impeachment”, and “how to get rid of a president” is getting top hits, as
well. Looking up how to get Trump out after he gets in seems like shutting
the barn door after the horse is out, to us. Makes more sense to ensure he
just doesn’t get in to the White House in the first place, no? It’s worth point-
ing out that it took the world an awfully long time to catch on that Adolf
Hitler was heading in a rather precarious direction - it would be prudent
for the global community to not ignore this problem before it gets way out
of control. Sadly, there don’t seem to be many safeguards in place to prevent
any yahoo from running for president. What’s more troubling is that Trump
obviously has many supporters that are moving his success along, which
means that there are many other yahoos out there all thinking the same way.
Troubling, indeed.
There is also little new to say with regards to the tragedy that ISIS is caus-

ing around the globe. The latest bombings in Brussels, Belgium, display
again the absurdity of the notion that killing innocents will win people over
to a cause. Newsflash, idiots - it won’t. Good will prevail.

Finally - Batman vs. Superman, the movie? When did superheroes start
fighting one another? Aren’t they supposed to be the good guys, out there
to help, support the little guy, save the world? Cripes, if they’re fighting one
another, what hope is there that good really will triumph over evil? Now,
we haven’t seen the movie, and a source (John Wood, our cartoonist and
knower of all things movie) tells us that he does know the movie “has a
good ending”, but still. It just doesn’t make sense.

As we write this, news is breaking all over the place. Rob Ford, former
mayor of Toronto, has passed away. The federal Liberal budget will be an-
nounced right as this paper goes to press, and it will be sure to cause much
speculation and discussion. Here in Uxbridge, what will surely be a large,
well-attended meeting will occur on Wednesday evening and the future of
a gas bar/restaurant on Brock St., W. will be at the fore. There is a lot going
on, both around the world and here at home. 
The world has never needed superheroes more than right now. Ones that

get along with one another. So that good will prevail.

Our two cents
Holding out for a hero
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In just a short while, Uxbridge will be wel-
coming a Syrian refugee family sponsored
by Trinity United Church. I hope they do
well in their new home and lead happy,
constructive lives. That said, however, I'm
finding it difficult to remain a moderate in
the wake of this week's terrorist attacks in
Brussels. 

Ever since 9/11, I have been one of many
who have said we can't blame all Muslims
for the vile acts of a small number of mur-
derous zealots. I said the same thing after
the London bombings, the Charlie Hebdo
attack, the Paris attacks and on and on. But
the Brussels bombings just might be the last
straw for me.

That's not because I'm frightened that
such attacks might take place in Canada:
I'm sure they will, eventually. But it is so
much easier for these terrorists to attack Eu-
ropean centres, given that European resi-
dents can move about that continent with
little or no restrictions. Since the European
Common Market - the worst thing the
United Kingdom ever agreed to - came into
being, passports are no longer required
when moving between member countries.
Someone from Greece can travel to Britain
and no officials need know about it. This is
what these terrorists take advantage of: they
hit a target in France and, unless they are
suicide bombers, they can be in another
country in a couple of hours, with no one
checking the borders.

Should these fanatics choose to cross the
Atlantic, their obvious and most hated tar-
get would be America, as 9/11 and an ear-
lier attempt at the World Trade Centre
showed. Yes, we've had would-be terrorists
here in Canada, but so far they have proved
to be totally inept.

Since 9/11, many, myself included, have
spoken out against Western governments
stripping rights from their citizens in order
to fight the growing threat. Many have
quoted Benjamin Franklin's line about giv-
ing up rights for security and ending up
with neither. But I'm coming to realize that
those killed by terrorists also end up with
neither.
But just how does one fight against terror-

ism, especially when the ones you are fight-

ing against are quite willing to die in the
act? Airports and railway stations across Eu-
rope are now seeing a heavier police pres-
ence, but to what avail? If they detect a
terrorist in the crowd, what are they going
to do? He - or she - will just explode the
bomb anyway, rather than be taken into
custody.
Some might say these acts of terror are the

West's fault because of decades of interfer-
ing in Middle East affairs because of the ex-
tensive oil reserves. But that doesn't explain
the horrible raid in Moscow several years
ago by Chechen Muslims, or the attacks in
Bali by Southeast Asian Muslims, or the ter-
rorist acts of Muslims in the Philippines, or
the horrendous crimes of Boko Haram in
Central Africa. What they all have in com-
mon is not the Middle East: it is Islam.

We know there are imams out there - in
Canada, too - who preach messages of hate
and intolerance in their mosques. So how
come their congregants don't call them out?
I'm sure if a Christian minister did the same
thing in a church he would be looking for
another job in short order (Ian Paisley
notwithstanding). Marine Le Pen received
a most definite cold shoulder on her recent
trip to Canada because of her messages of
intolerance. But that's what makes the West
so different: we'll voice our displeasure
against those we don't agree with, but we
don't kill them.

So what to do? Any solutions I can come
up with would be described as vindictive,
hateful and intolerant and - more than that
- would hurt so many innocent people. But
it seems to me, that is exactly what the ter-
rorists are doing and we are not going to de-
feat them - if ever - by being kind and
considerate.

I know this column is rather disjointed,
but given the nature and brutality of these
offences by Islamic terrorists I find it diffi-
cult to think clearly and rationally. And it's
these kind of acts that give rise to such peo-
ple as Donald Trump. At the same time,
however, it is easier to understand why he
is appealing to so many American voters.
Tell me, am I wrong?

When I got there, members of our organiza-
tion, including myself, clustered the meeting
chairs into a smaller grouping. It appeared there
would be fewer people coming today. Indeed,
the president pushed the lectern closer to the
chairs since there wouldn’t be as large an audi-
ence.
“Not very many here today,” one man said.
“Getting worse too,” said another, noting the

recent passing of a friend and regular member. 
I joined the Aircrew Association of Ontario

about 25 years ago. I became an associate mem-
ber (since back then most members were vet-
erans of the Second World War) as a means of
connecting with a group of men and women
with first-hand experiences of military aviation
in Canada. From that working relationship
have come several books, many magazine arti-
cles and scores of very close friendships. In its
heyday the Aircrew Association proved a pow-
erful lobby, not to be trifled with. It cam-
paigned to preserve historic air force sites, for
the support of its cadet programs and for air
force POWs to be compensated. It even chal-
lenged the CBC producers of “The Valour and
the Horror” documentary all the way to the
Canadian Senate. Today, with the average age
of air force vets around 90, Aircrew Association
membership has fallen off.
Among the last to arrive, last Saturday morn-

ing, was the association member in charge of
booking guest speakers.

“Got to my car and it had a flat tire. When I
finally got on my way, I realized I’d forgotten
all my notes on the upcoming speakers,” he
said. “It’s been a bad morning.”

It was about to get worse. Oh, the general
business portion of the meeting proceeded
smoothly. Those present accepted the skimpy
minutes of the previous meeting. The treasurer
reported a healthy bank account (even though
lower membership meant less annual dues).
The membership chair said there were still 86
active card-carriers. And the president led a
lively discussion about whether the association
should coincide its annual summer barbeque
with another air force group since both had
falling membership. But what became painfully
evident, at the end of the business meeting, was
that the morning’s guest speaker was AWOL.

“No matter,” some of us said. “There are
enough seasoned vets in the room to offer per-
sonal aviation stories as a stop-gap.”
So, while fewer in number, Aircrew members

had plenty of wartime stories to fill the guest
speaker absence. Jack Lumley, who flew Cansos
with an RCAF rescue unit described a post-war
operation searching for a missing fisherman.
Chuck Casson described an unexpected op that

took his crew to Hawaii. And an author mem-
ber (me) filled the remaining time with a
wartime story about air force mothers exchang-
ing letters waiting for the system to inform
them of the fate of their sons following a bomb-
ing run in 1943.
We were about adjourn the meeting when one

more hand went up. Mort Lightstone, a retired
RCAF navigator, had a final story to offer. Dur-
ing the Cold War, Lightstone explained that he
had served aboard Hercules aircraft, Canada’s
workhorse transport planes. He recalled the era
of the famous “unification of the forces” back
in 1968, when then minister Paul Hellyer
blended Canada’s Army, Navy and Air Force
into a combined Canadian Forces (CF) organ-
ization. Lightstone said he’d witnessed the
amalgamation first-hand. It wasn’t pretty. 

He recalled, for example, the first time he’d
landed at Lahr, Germany, where Canadian
Forces (army) remained stationed into the
1990s.
“I went into the mess for a drink and a bite to

eat,” he said. “There was a nice spread of food.
Ahead of me was a Canadian army guy. He
took one look at a plate with the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force coat of arms on it, said, ‘I’m not
eating off an Air Force plate,’ and smashed it
into a hundred pieces on the floor.”
Lightstone learned that the integration of the

forces would soon ensure that all remaining
Army, Navy or Air Force porcelain would be
de-commissioned and replaced with eating
utensils adorned with a CF logo, or no logo at
all. He offered to take a half-dozen RCAF soup
bowls off the hands of the kitchen staff. That
was fine with them. Next trip through Lahr, he
liberated half a dozen bread plates and next
time half a dozen coffee cups. And so on.

“Eventually, I had a complete dinner setting
for 12 people,” Lightstone said. “I’ve used those
plates at my home everyday since 1978.”

Retired Hercules navigator Lightstone punc-
tuated his story by pointing to the mess hall
wall, in which our Aircrew Association meeting
was being held last Saturday, and where one of
his “liberated” plates hung encased in glass with
an inscription. Lightsone’s commemorative
plate reflected a bygone era when Canadian
wartime units had their own identity, thrived
on a healthy rivalry and enjoyed greater num-
bers. Like many such organizations today, the
passage of time and diminished membership
mean less profile, lower attendance and less
prominence on the plate of Canadian aware-
ness.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Fewer settings at the table

Get to know us...
Dr. Shafina Bhojani, a graduate of Western
University, has been with the Dental Centres
for over 10 years! She enjoys all aspects of
general dentistry but takes special interest
in orthodontics, cosmetic and paediatric
dentistry. Long-time patients know her for
her calm, friendly nature and the Dental
Centre team appreciates her infectious
laugh! When the white coat comes off, Dr.
Bhojani enjoys spending time with her
husband and two young children.

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Finding it hard to be moderate



submitted by Annie Hardock

“ey rock at their moorings all
nestled in dreams, away from the

roll of the sea.”
e theme is maritime, and the

ships and people who live life on or
by the sea. One Voice is celebrating
this major aspect of Canada’s her-

itage in this year’s spring concert.
Our ancestors reached these shores
by ship, and many earned their
livelihood from the oceans and
lakes of the world, so there is a

yearning, an in-
grained sense of
belonging, as we
listen to the po-
etry and rhythms
of the melodies
they created and
left for us.

From tradi-
tional sea
shanties to set-
tings by well-

known poets like Yeats and Ibsen,
the performance will take you to
places and times that are part of
our shared cultural memory.  Titles
presented in this concert will in-
clude “e Love of the Sea”,
“Lukey’s Boat”, “Don’t Forget Me”,
and “Spring Carol”.

One Voice Uxbridge Singers is a
mixed community choir in its 19th
year, and is under the direction of
Charles White, who, after retiring
from teaching music in Port Perry,
has been teaching us to perform
better all the time, with a challeng-
ing and hugely varied repertoire.
is year’s concert is no exception! 

We hope you
will be able to
join us Satur-
day, April 23, at
3 p.m., at St.
Paul’s Anglican
Church, 59
Toronto Street
South, in
Uxbridge.

I’ll let Henrik
Ibsen have the
last word:
“On the wings
of verse I’ll send
you oughts
of mine in soar-
ing flocks.”

Want to hear
the rest of the
song? Come see
us on April 23!
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., March 24: Birding in Co-
lumbia. 7 p.m., Uxbridge Seniors’ Cen-
tre. North Durham Nature's Geoff
Carpentier has just returned from Colum-
bia & will share images of some of the re-
markable species he saw. Everyone
welcome! For more information e-mail
james.kamstra@aecom.com or visit
www.northdurhamnature.com.
Thurs., March 24: Udora
Leaskdale Lions Club Spaghetti
Dinner, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m., Udora Hall.
Sat., March 26: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us

for breakfast after the hike. We still may
need icers. Meet at the roadside parking
on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south
of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan Taylor
905 477 2161

NEXT WEEK
Thurs., March 31: Goodwod
United Church Soup Lunch. Church
open 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. for soup, home-
made bread, dessert and beverage. For
further information call June Harper at
905 640 3347
Sat., April 2: Bees, Beekeeping &
Honey with Zeke Puckrin of Zeke's
Bees. 1 - 2:30 p.m. Lower Meeting Room
of the library. Honey will be for sale. Reg-
ister at the Uxbridge Library Adult De-
partment with $5 donation to the Friends
of the Uxbridge Public Library. 
Sun., April 3: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15 a.m.
The audience is always very apprecia-
tive! For more info please contact jo 905-
852-6487.
Sun., April 3: Open Mic, Uxbridge
Legion. 2 - 5 p.m. Hosted by Paul
Rouss. Come to perform or just enjoy. All
welcome.
Sun., April 3:  Free movie night at
Goodwood Baptist Church. “This is
Our Time”, starts at 6:30 p.m., refresh-
ments to follow. 

UPCOMING
Thurs., April 14: The Friends of the

Uxbridge Public Library meets on
the second Thursday of every month. 7
p.m. in the Uxbridge Library lower meet-
ing room. The Friends of the Library bring
awareness to the library by organizing
book sales and other events. New mem-
bers always welcome. Contact
braunda222@gmail.com
Sat.,  April 16: Library Book Sale. 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sponsored by The
Friends of the Library. Lower Meeting
Room of the library. Also runs Sun., April
17, 1 - 5 p.m., and Mon., April 18,  10
a.m. - 1 p.m.
Sat., April 16: The Samuel S.
Sharpe Gala Dinner Dance.
Uxbridge Secondary School, 5:30 -
11:30 p.m. Presented by the USS “Vimy
100” students. Tickets $75/person, avail-
able at the USS Guidance Office: at Pres-
ents, Presents, Presents; or Blue Heron
Books.
Sun., April 17: Open Mic,
Uxbridge Legion. 2 - 5 p.m. Hosted
by Paul Rouss. Come to perform or just
enjoy. All welcome.
Sat., April 23: St. Paul's Leaskdale
Ladies Day 2016. Theme is "Take
Courage". Join us from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
for a speaker, lunch & interesting work-
shops. $30/person, pre-registration re-
quired. For more information contact
Heather Benjamin at 416-557-2111 or

email hbenjamindesign@gmail.com

ONGOING
Ocean Commotion Vacation Bible
Camp at Goodwood Baptist
Church - pre-register for the summer now
at 905-640-3111 for our free camp, July

4 - 8, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  No charge.
Gr. JK - 6
Uxbridge Soccer Club: REGISTER
NOW for house league summer soccer.
All leagues begin in May.
www.uxbridgesoccerclub.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All wel-
come. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014
Uxbridge Parkinson's Support
Group meets the first Thursday of each
month (except July & August) between 1-
3 p.m. at Bridgewater - 22 James Hill
Court. All welcome. For additional infor-
mation contact Maureen Gilleece 416-
895-2255 or visit
www.uxparkinsons.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.

Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public,
please come out and support your local
veterans.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Baby Café, every Monday, 9 - 11a.m.
at the Uxbridge Early Years Centres lo-
cated in Uxbridge Public School. Drop in
for a tea and a chat. Breastfeeding sup-
port available. All pregnant women, par-
ents/caregivers with infants welcome,
non-fee. Please call 905-862-3131 or di-
rector@durhamfamilyresoruces.org for
more info.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All wel-
come. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Shuffleboard at Uxbridge Seniors Cen-
ter. Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 a.m.

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

COMING UP

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

HAPPY EASTER!
CHECK OUT OUR SPECIALS ONLINE!

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

Trinity United Church

Easter
Sunday
Service
March 27
10 am

“A Day of Joy and
Celebration to 

Commemorate that 
Jesus Christ is Risen”

Please join us. 
Refreshments to 
follow the Service.

It’s undercoating
season! Have you

got yours?
Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

“Sea and Sky” celebrates Canadian heritage
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SERVICES
HUMAN RESOURCES SERVICES: Experienced,
local professional available to assist small & medium-
sized businesses with HR operations/employee man-
agement on a project basis or on-going part-time
arrangement in Durham & York Regions. Contact Sally
at sechrservices@gmail.com or 416-420-9393 for a
complimentary consultation.   4/7
SPRING CLEAN-UPS, grass cutting & much more.
Discount for early sign-up. Jason’s Property Mainte-
nance. 905-862-2644   3/31

MAID EASY CLEANING SERVICE: AFFORDABLE,
Reliable, TrustWorthy & Consistent. Please call for an
in-house estimate. 705 228-2837 or 416 573-0996
3/31

COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER SERVICES:
PC & Mac friendly - local & award winning. We get to
you quickly and fix your problems fast. Call Mick @
905 715 3080 or checkout www.corblimey.ca   4/21
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA.
The Girls Bra Boutique, Stouffville. 905-642-3339
3/24
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR Fogged Ther-
mal Replacement, Frameless Glass Showers & Doors,
Mirror Walls, Doors & Board Doors, and more! 705-
228-8237 or 416-573-0996 www.johnsonglassand-
mirror.ca   3/24
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary, Sec-

ondary, College, University, and Adult Learners; Read-
ing, Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments,
Masters/Doctoral Theses coach. Experienced Educator
905-852-1145.   5/5
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your
home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns. Veter-
ans welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-287-0673.
4/28

PET CARE - Day and overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-
4454  3/31
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas, Gaze-
bos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and other Custom
Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood Custom
Decks, 905-852-1750, or email steve@northwoodcus-
tomdecks.ca  3/31
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over
25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-employed
to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-
852-7281  3/31
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding, Event,
Portrait. Web Design for mobile, desktop. Graphic de-
sign & social media. Call Wright Web Photo, 905-852-
9520, www.wrightwebphoto.com   3/31     
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality re-
pair and sales from a local, experienced professional.
Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  3/31
HOME-WATCH HOUSE & PET SITTING SERV-

ICES: Voted #1 in Uxbridge,
now in our 11th year! Visit
www.home-watch.ca, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca.
Heather Stewart cell 905-852-
8525   3/31   
THE HOME INSPECTOR
"Know what you own". Mainte-
nance inspections can stop trou-
ble in its tracks. Call
416-567-4282.   3/31

WANTED
LAWNSCAPE PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE IS HIRING
FULL TIME MAINTENANCE
WORKERS. We are a locally-
based company that serves
Uxbridge & the surrounding
areas; we are currently hiring
experienced crew foremen and
full time outdoor maintenance

employees for the spring and summer. Your own trans-
portation to work is required. Please reply by resume
to lawnscape@eclarity.ca or by phone 905-852-4378.
This job starts in late March/early April. Questions can
be directed to the above phone number.      3/31

FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM HOUSE UXBRIDGE: (in town) Appli-
ances incl. Central air, fenced yard, garage.
$1,800/mo. plus utilities. Avail. April 1. 905-852-3073
2 BEDROOM APT.: Brooklin/Ashburn area. Heat,
hydro, laundry & parking included. Quiet seniors home.
Single occupancy. $900 inclusive. 905-655-3004.
3/31
10-STALL BARN & PASTURE: rest station, hay on
property. 905-852-7634   3/31

FOR SALE
HONDA F501 ROTOTILLER: Front wheel model.
27” width. Very good condition with new filter and plug.
$50. 905-852-6547   3/24
HAY - LIFTABLE BALES: stored inside, free storage
until May 31/16. 905-852-7634   3/17
BAND INSTRUMENTS: Brass instruments in beau-
tiful shape, need to be played. Trumpet, $300; Fluegel
horn, $350; French horn, $375. 705-228-8108.   3/24
NATIVE ARTS/CRAFTS: 30yr. collection. Full deer-
skins, jackets, antler carvings, old H.B. Blankets,
beaded-burned purses & bags, prints, Kachinas, wall
hanging, walking sticks, quiver, beadwork, moccasins,
dreamcatchers, many smalls and uniques. 905-649-
6309 anytime   3/24

EVENTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH. We have many Grandmothers bring their
grandchildren to Church on Sunday mornings at 10
a.m. so they can enjoy Sunday School. Would your
grandchildren enjoy being a part of our Sunday School
Program? Ages up to 12 years. Call Cindy at Church Of-
fice 905 852 6213 to discuss.   3/24

MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at Blue
Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Experienced and those new
to meditation are welcome. Contact us at
ghorner@zing-net.ca.   3/24

FAMILY DOG TRAINING CLASSES – Puppy Starter
& Beginner Obedience. Private In-Home training
sessions available as well as Puppy Consultations &
Behavioural Consultations. For info or to register: K9’S
in KAHOOTS (905) 642-8289 www.k9sinkahoots.com.
4/14

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313DESIGN
YOUR OWN
TABLES 
RUSTIC TO

CONTEMPORARY
WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“The women were afraid and bowed
to the ground. But the men said,
“Why are you looking in the place of
the dead for someone who is alive?
Jesus isn’t here! He has risen!”  

Luke 24:5-6

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Brett Ireland
416-574-6427     ltdpropertyservices@gmail.com

Grass Cutting  •  Yard Clean Up
Flower Beds  •  Snow Plowing

A memorial service in celebration
of the life of

St. Paul’s Anglican Church
59 Toronto Street South, Uxbridge

Saturday, April 2 at 1:00 pm.
There will be a reception after the service.
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SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

905-985-8171
customerservice@compton.net

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started

or bundle your current packages.

Operated by Rogers Communications


