
WE’VE GOT UXBRIDGE SWAG - Uxbridge Oilies Steve Henry (left) and Ted Barris award goalie Sjouke Flisijn a prize for substitute goaltending in one of
the Uxbridge Islanders Annual Old-timers hockey tournament games this weekend. Flisijn, a member of the Leeuwarden Warriors old-timers team from northern
Holland, travelled to Uxbridge as part of a week-long tour in the GTA. For more on this story, see the Barris Beat on page 5.     Photo by John Cavers

by Roger Varley

Residents attending a public
meeting at the arena last Wednes-
day made it clear they would ac-
cept almost anything in place of
a proposed gas bar at 168 Brock
Street West.

About 150 people, including
five members of council, were on
hand for the meeting, put on by
Neighbours Network, a group
formed to oppose Armoclan En-
gineering's proposal to establish a
convenience store, restaurant
with a drive-through window and
eight-pump gas bar on the prop-

erty, which currently is the site of
the Firebridge store and a parking
lot designed to serve a proposed
office building at the corner of
Brock Street and Victoria Drive.

Ron McMullen, a member of
Neighbours Network, opened the
meeting by telling the crowd that
Neighbours Network has no
problem with Armoclan's pro-
posed office building, slated to be
built on the foundations of the
unfinished First Leaside building. 

"Our problem is with the other
component," he said, referring to
the gas bar.

Group spokesperson Dan

Lynch, addressing environmental
concerns over the proposal, said a
lot has been learned about the en-
vironment in the 35 years since
the property was zoned commer-
cial.

"If the zoning was reviewed,
would a gas bar still be allowed?"
he asked, noting the property in
question sits on a flood plain.
Mr. Lynch said an informal and

non-scientific study performed by
his group showed that the Tim
Horton's drive-through service at
the south end of town attracts
three times more drive-through
traffic than walk-in customers,

with about 100 cars going
through the drive-through be-
tween 8:45 and 9:45 a.m.
"South Toronto Street is the ap-

propriate area for this type of de-
velopment," he said. "A
drive-through and gas bar (on
Brock Street) is diametrically op-
posed to a 'walking downtown'."

He also claimed a reduction in
the number of parking spaces on
the parking lot resulting from the
construction of a gas bar would
mean residential streets in the
area and businesses on Brock
Street would be impacted by
overflow parking.

Mr. Lynch, noting there are a
number of commercial enterprises
allowed by the zoning, said his
group would like to work with
Armoclan to put anything else in
other than a gas bar.

One resident, newly arrived to
town from Ajax, said he left Ajax
because of the proliferation of gas
bars and their night-long illumi-
nation.
"One thing we have in Uxbridge

is the ability to sleep and see the
stars at night," he said.

He added that people come
from miles around to Port Perry
"to get that small town shopping
experience", adding that he would
like to see the same for Uxbridge.
Another resident, predicting that

the numbers of those actively
fighting against the development
will diminish, challenged those
present to continue their opposi-
tion.

Ward 5 councillor Gordon
Highet told the crowd there is a
possibility the proposal could
change. 
"Let us know what you'd like to

see," he told the crowd.
Mr. Highet said that even if the

Region of Durham, the Lake
Simcoe Region Conservation Au-
thority and the Ontario Munici-
pal Board do not oppose the
development "it still comes back
to us (council). We're in control."

Mr. Lynch urged those present
to contact their respective coun-
cillors to let them know of their
opposition to the gas bar. 

At the end of the meeting, he
said Neighbours Network will
now regroup and ask council for
more information about the pro-
posal and the property.

"We've got to build on this
meeting," he said.
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Residents want “anything but a gas bar”

Direct: 416-433-7732
Office: 905-852-2424

Welcome Home To This Waterfront Beauty! This Home
Shows A True Pride Of Ownership. Huge Private Lot. 
2+1 Bedroom Raised Bungalow.

Sherry Cockburn
Sales Representative SOLD

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

Over 48 Acres with 29 workable; balance in mature 
hardwood. Perfect for contractor’s yard, 2 road frontages. 
Security to all buildings. Very well maintained 3 bedroom, 
2 bathroom house with multiple walkouts.  Offered for sale at 
$870,000.  Call Marie Persaud at 416-970-8979. 
www.mariepersaud.ca  

$870,000



e Uxbridge Cottage Hospital is
looking for your opinion on
healthcare in our community. e
hospital recently asked residents to

complete an online survey that
talks about healthcare in the com-
munity. As well, hospital represen-
tatives have started doing

presentations to some community
groups to solicit feedback.
Our hospital has been serving the

community for almost 60 years.
e programs and services have
changed over the years, but the
commitment to caring for the
community has remained the
same. 
In looking to the future, the hos-

pital wants to start planning now
and gathering information on
what services are most needed in
this community. ere are many
options to consider in terms of
how healthcare is delivered. One
option that brings together a num-
ber of programs and services in a
consolidated model is a healthcare
hub. 

Sandi Lofgren, Patient Care Di-
rector at the Uxbridge Site, and
Lisa Joyce, Vice President, Corpo-
rate Communications and En-
gagement, recently did a
presentation to a group of 80 in-
dividuals at the Uxbridge Seniors’
Centre. is presentation and oth-
ers have provided the hospital with
great feedback and insight into
what Uxbridge says it needs in
terms of healthcare services. 
“ese sessions are a great way for

us to connect with the community
and hear first-hand what kinds of
programs and services are impor-
tant to the people who live here,”
says Ms. Lofgren. “At a recent ses-
sion, we heard that people would
like more access to clinics so that
they can be seen without having to
be admitted to the hospital. is is
excellent feedback for us.”

Please get involved and share
your feedback with the hospital.
e survey can be found on the
hospital website at www.msh.on.ca
. You can also complete a paper
copy of the survey at the Uxbridge

Cottage Hospital. If you have any
questions or need more informa-
tion, email
myhospital@msh.on.ca.  
Don’t forget about the Auxiliary’s

Run for the Diamond Half
Marathon at Wooden Sticks Golf
Club on April 17. You don’t have
to run - you can walk to raise
money for our hospital. And little
children can do the Kids Dash! For
more information, go to
www.uxbridgehalfmarathon.com
or call the Auxiliary office at 905-
852-9771, ext. 5237.

e 9th annual Uxbridge Cot-
tage Hospital Foundation’s Swing
into Spring Golf Tournament
being held Friday, April 29, at
Wooden Sticks is filling up fast.
ere are a limited number of
spots left, so if you are planning to
participate – register today before
it’s too late.
All proceeds benefit UCH Foun-

dation’s commitment to purchas-
ing new equipment, funding
renovations and special projects at
the Uxbridge site of MSH in the
coming year.
For full tournament details, spon-

sorship opportunities, online reg-
istration and payment information
go to
www.woodensticks.com/tourna-
ments/uxbridge-cottage-hospital-
tournament.

We are still looking for Hole
Sponsors ($250 each which in-
cludes two $50 Wooden Sticks gift
cards back to the Sponsor) and a
Lunch Sponsor ($1000 – the
Sponsor receives an anytime two-
some following the tournament).
For further information, please
contact Wooden Sticks at 905-
852-4379 or Jo-Anne Gray, Exec-
utive Director, UCHF at
905-852-9771, ext. 5286.

Your support and participation are
greatly appreciated!
Chances Are, the Auxiliary’s thrift

shop, opened its doors in the
building located on the southwest
corner of Main and Brock Streets,
on April 3, 1986, with a ribbon
cutting ceremony officiated by
Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor.
Since then, we have relocated
twice, with the final move in De-
cember, 2003, to our present loca-
tion at the rear of 20 Bascom
Street. 
ank you to our generous com-

munity for their donations of new
and gently used clothing and other
articles. And of course for support-
ing us by shopping at our store! 
A special thank you to our volun-
teers for their hard work for thirty
years. Since the store opened,
Chances Are has raised
$3,325,000. 
As a gentle reminder to the com-

munity dropping off donations,
we are unable to sell broken or
soiled items, electronics, TVs, or
large furniture. We have to pay to
dispose of these items and at the
present time, we are averaging
$1,200 per month in disposal fees.
is is money that could go to-
wards the purchase of more new
equipment and renovations for
our hospital. 

e Auxiliary is always looking
for new members, including ex-
ceptional students who will com-
mit to working more than the 40
hours required to get their high
school diplomas. We have more
in-hospital work coming up, so we
need many more people to cover
all the shifts involved. Please email
uchauxiliary@msh.on.ca or call
905-852-9771, ext. 5237 if you
would like more information or
you would like to help.  
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CHANCES ARE
Thank you to our generous community 
for their support and donations, and the

hard work of the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary
volunteers who have

contributed their time to Chances Are.
As of March 2016 the store has raised

$3,325,000.00 

Hospital happenings with Susan Long



by Amy Hurlburt

e Township of Uxbridge has been
recognized as one of only a handful
of municipalities with a population
of under 25,000 to complete all five
milestones of the Partners for Cli-
mate Protection Program (or PCP).

e program was started by Feder-
ation of Canadian Municipalities (or
FCM) and is comprised of a network
of over 250 municipalities across
Canada who have joined together to
make a public commitment to re-
duce emissions and actively respond
to climate change. Over 65 per cent
of the Canadian population is in-

volved in the PCP.
e intent of the program is to

guide municipalities in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by provid-
ing five thorough but realistic mile-
stones to measure improvement,
carefully monitored for approval by
the FCM. ese milestones do not
have to be completed in a particular
order, but are intended to provide a
performance-based model to reduce
greenhouse gasses as well as provid-
ing an opportunity for municipal ca-
pacity building.

e five milestones are also ex-
pected to help track dollars spent and
help save money by increasing effi-

ciency. e first milestone, for in-
stance, stipulates that the municipal-
ity must complete a greenhouse gas
emissions inventory and forecast:
“What can be measured can be man-
aged” states the Federation’s mile-
stone outline. “An inventory can
reveal opportunities for investment
in energy efficiency improvements.”
Since 2009, one of the township’s
projects has been a coordinated re-
placement project for street lighting,
converting existing lights to high-ef-
ficiency LED lighting with PV cell-
powered daylight/night time
monitor. e other four milestones
include setting an emissions reduc-

tions target, developing a local action
plan, implementing the local action
plan or a set of activities, and moni-
toring progress and reporting results.
Durham Sustain Ability, an environ-
mental not-for-profit organization
and social enterprise has been instru-
mental in compiling the information
required for each step.  e town-
ship’s methods for managing waste
range from the small (township staff
composting food waste in the lunch-
room) to the larger projects, includ-
ing vehicle fleet management and
municipal building audits and retro-
fits. From the 2008 baseline, the
township’s report lists the total quan-

tified GHG emissions reduction at
9.1 per cent, or 195 tonnes, as a re-
sult of action plan initiatives.
e township expects to be upload-

ing its 2015 information in July of
2017, and will be conducting an
analysis of the results at that time.

e complete and most recent ver-
sion of Uxbridge’s Corporate Local
Action Plan can be found on the
Federation of Canadian Municipali-
ties website, or on the following link:
https://goo.gl/1QOjd2
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Township recognized for commitment to acting on climate change

Rotary Clubs around the
world channel their commit-
ment to service at home and
abroad through five Avenues
of Service, which are the foun-
dation of club activity.
e five avenues are: 
1)  Club Service focuses on
making clubs strong. A thriv-
ing club is anchored by strong
relationships and an active
membership development
plan.
2)  Vocational Service calls on
every Rotarian to work with
integrity and contribute their
expertise to the problems and
needs of society - locally and
internationally.
3)  Community Service en-
courages every Rotarian to
find ways to improve the qual-
ity of life for people in their
communities and to serve the
public interest. 
4)  International Service exem-
plifies a global reach in pro-
moting peace and
understanding. Rotarians sup-
port this service avenue by
sponsoring or volunteering on
international projects such as
the eradication of polio, seek-
ing partners abroad, and more.
5)  Youth Service recognizes
the importance of empower-
ing youth and young profes-
sionals through leadership
development programs such as
Rotaract, Interact, Rotary
Youth Leadership Awards, and
Rotary Youth Exchange.

As part of our community

service, the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge is sponsoring the 8th
annual Scrap Metal Day on
Saturday, May 7, from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m., at the Uxbridge
Arena parking lot, 291 Brock
Street West. is will raise
some funds to support the
club’s ongoing local and inter-
national humanitarian activi-
ties, as well as being kind to
the environment. 
Residents will have an oppor-

tunity to dispose of their scrap
metal items for free and help a
good cause at the same time.
Residents can bring their scrap
metal items to the arena park-
ing lot, where they can toss
them into a dumpster, with
the help of a Rotary member,
and walk away satisfied with
their spring cleaning! Just
about anything metal will be
accepted: lawn furniture, pop
and food cans (bagged), appli-
ances, BBQs, pots, pans, TV
towers, metal windows, bed
frames, lawn mowers, wiring,
auto parts, nuts and bolts,
metal pink flamingoes, and
many other items.

Also available again this year
is the ability to drop off elec-
tronic waste you may have
such as: audio/video players
and recorders, cameras, cell
phones, computers and pe-
ripherals, radios, turntables,
monitors, printers, and televi-
sions.
You can continue to help the

good work of Africycle by

dropping off your old bicy-
cle—the bicycle will be put to
good use for those who really
need them in Malawi, Africa.
Please note that household
garbage, glass, tires, propane
tanks, dry cell batteries (AA,
C, etc.), cannot be accepted. 
Take advantage of this oppor-

tunity to get rid your un-
wanted scrap metal or e-waste.

For further information see the
web site
www.uxbridgerotary.com.
Note that limited pick-up can
be coordinated by calling 905-
852-5600.

All proceeds go to support
Uxbridge Rotary’s many local
and international (Polio Plus)
projects to make the world a
better place.

A very special thanks to Port
Perry Salvage for the terrific
support over the past seven
years. 
So start your spring cleaning

now and gather together the
scrap metal or ewaste that you
have been waiting to properly
dispose of. Rotary and the
Earth thank you!
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Yield. A simple one syllable word.
According to the Ontario Ministry of
Transportation, a yield sign means
you must let traffic go first and stop
if necessary; go only when the way is
clear. A simple definition. Too bad
the person who almost hit me and
my husband in the roundabout at
Durham Road 8 and the Sixth Con-
cession in Uxbridge on Saturday,
March 26 around 10:20 a.m. didn’t
care about this definition. 
This driver decided not to yield or

even look for oncoming traffic while
entering the roundabout, travelling
west. I was already in the round-
about. If I had been there two sec-
onds earlier, or not slammed my
brakes on as this vehicle entered my
path, my car would have definitely
been hit, and my passenger - my
wonderful husband - would likely
have been injured. And the driver
who didn’t yield would unfortunately
have spilled Tim’s coffee all over him
or herself as the vehicle they were
driving would have come to a sudden
stop when making contact with my
vehicle. The driver seemed more in-
terested in drinking the coffee than
looking for oncoming traffic. Luckily
there was no traffic following me in
the roundabout, or I would also have
been rear-ended. You see, drivers are
not expected to stop in a round-
about. The Ontario Ministry of
Transportation also states, “Keep
moving. Once you are in the round-
about, do not stop except to avoid a
collision; you have the right-of-way
over entering traffic.”

My world could have changed in a
brief moment. My car would have
needed repair. My husband and I
may have needed medical treatment.
This near-miss terrified me. I hope it
terrified the other driver too. This
happens far too often in this round-
about. 

Drivers, please remember this: I
‘own’ the roundabout if I am in the

roundabout. If you are approaching
the roundabout, you need to wait
until I am finished. You can’t just
barge in and hope to be welcomed.   
We live in a fabulous small commu-

nity where we need to look out for
one another. Please slow down and
yield for fellow community members
and visiting drivers when approach-
ing roundabouts. 

Diana Gould
Uxbridge

I wish to express my deep concern re-
garding Roger Varley’s column of
March 24, ‘Finding it hard to be
moderate’. 

Not only is he wrong, his confused
words are meant to rouse emotions
against vulnerable refugees we are
welcoming to our community. Just
like Donald Trump, he confuses vic-
tims with perpetrators in order to
justify his own ignorance, feed his
emotional distress and divide our
community. What is he hoping to ac-
complish with this column?

All of Islam is no more responsible
for the terror attacks in Europe and
throughout Africa and Asia than all
Americans are responsible for the
rhetoric of Donald Trump on the
campaign trail, or the mistakes of
George Bush in Iraq.

Varley’s statements are akin to sug-
gesting all French speakers around
the world are responsible for Marine
Le Pen. He states that Ms. Le Pen re-
ceived a cold shoulder in Canada be-
cause of her message of intolerance
and then goes on to say: “But that is
what makes the West so different:
we'll voice our displeasure against
those we don’t agree with, but we
don’t kill them”.  How can Mr Varley
not know that France, the home of
Marie Le Pen, is part of the ‘West’?
Has he forgotten that Germany is
part of the ‘West’? Has he paid any
attention to Canada’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission? Even the

smallest bit of reading of the last 400
years of history, including the last 20
would disabuse him of the notion
that the ‘West’ doesn’t participate in
killing.

As we welcome people fleeing hor-
rible situations in their home coun-
tries, it is our obligation to not feed
racism and hatred in our town. I
hope Mr. Varley is able to reflect
upon his words and understand how
truly wrong he is. Our town is better
than this.

Trudy Ledsham
Uxbridge

Editor’s note: Several people have
written or called The Cosmos asking
for clarification on the location of the
forest that was being referred to in a
Letter to the Editor published in last
week’s paper. We have received the fol-
lowing instructions as to where exactly
it is located:

Travelling west on Reach Street, go
past Coral Creek Drive, and the for-
est begins after passing six or eight
houses on the left side of the road. It
runs up to almost in front of the ‘old’
Foxbridge Golf Course restaurant
and club house. The public notice
sign is visible outside on the laneway
where the forest then turns down to-
wards Village Green Lane.

Turning into Coral Creek off of
Reach Street, one can turn right onto
Village Green Lane, and the forest in
question begins after house number
30 on the right side of the road. It
runs up to end of Village Green Lane
and around the corner onto Nelkydd
Lane.

The best view of the majestic trees
that will be destroyed can be seen by
driving along Village Green Lane –
at the end of the street is an open lot
where another public notice sign is
located. This is what will be de-
stroyed with the 52-unit condo-
minium development.

Letters to the Editor

Nine years, four months.
That’s how long Marco Muzzo is going to spend in jail for wiping out the

Neville-Lake family. Three small children (Daniel, 9, Harrison, 5, and Milly,
2) and their grandfather (Gary Neville, 65) all dead because Mr. Muzzo made
a very, very stupid decision. He got behind the wheel of a vehicle with a blood
alcohol limit that was three times what the law says it should be, he plunged
through an intersection and killed four people. He’s already served time in
jail, so the sentence that Ontario Supreme Court Justice Michelle Fuerst
handed down - 10 years each for the four victims, to be served concurrently
- has already begun, and there are nine years and four months to go.

So what.
The Crown wanted 12 years, the defence wanted eight. The court met them

in the middle. But really - 12 years or 12,000 - it doesn’t mean a darn thing.
No prison time, no fine, no community service hours, not a single thing that
this world can do or inflict upon Mr. Muzzo, or any other drunk driver that
is caught and convicted, for that matter, is going to bring back those children
or their grandfather. There is no such thing as “justice” here. Jail time is just
another drain on the system while “rehabilitation” takes place. It’s certainly
not a deterrent - who’s thinking of jail time when they’re out at a party and
half in the bag? Those who have killed with their cars and trucks while under
the influence of drugs and/or alcohol have the ghosts of those whose lives
they stole around to haunt them for the rest of their days. That may be torture
enough for many, but still...
Slaps on the wrist, fines, even jail time - so what? Does it make a difference?

Nope. Try changing the rules - take keys away permanently after the very first
and only offence. Driving is a privilege, not a right. Perhaps if more people
started losing this privilege, others would start noticing, start thinking “Gee,
I would really hate for that to happen to me”, and call a cab instead. If a
drunk person isn’t allowed to drive ever, then it’s one less drunk on the road.
We all want drunk driving to stop, but aren’t willing to lay down rules that

would really put a dent in the terrible statistics (poor pun not intended). Take
away the keys for good. 
We can’t bring the dead back, but we can prevent more from joining them.

----------
On a happier note, we’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate Chances
Are on their 30th anniversary! It’s hard to believe that it has been that long
since the little shop first opened in the building where The Bar Café is now
located. Chances Are has been lodged in a couple of locations since then, and
has seen many volunteers - and it remains one of the most popular shopping
spots in town! 

The Auxiliary of the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital is totally responsible for
the operation of this little gem, and can be so proud of the fact that it, on its
own, has raised and donated $3,325,000 for the Uxbridge hospital. No small
feat.
Congratulations to all involved! If you, for some unheard of reason, haven’t

checked out Chances Are, treat yourself to a visit to 20 Bascom Street (down-
stairs). You won’t leave disappointed!

Our two cents
Take away the keys forever
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At an information meeting to be held by the
Uxbridge Minor Hockey Association tomor-
row night (7 p.m. at the arena), hockey parents
will be presented with a proposal to amalga-
mate the UMHA with the Port Perry Minor
Hockey Association.
The PPMHA is holding a similar information

meeting tonight. Then, in a couple of weeks
time, the two organizations will hold their an-
nual general meetings at which the parents will
be asked to vote on the proposal one way or an-
other.

Other than as a most casual observer, I really
don't care what they decide, but I would offer
those attending a piece of hockey advice: keep
your heads up! Just as players on the ice don't
want to take a hit they are not prepared for, so
the parents of our young players don't want to
be hit by any unintended consequences an
amalgamation might bring about. I speak from
experience.
When I came to Uxbridge, there was only one

theatre company in town: the Uxbridge Play-
ers. Then along came Conrad Boyce and he
started up the Uxbridge Musical Theatre. The
Players put on two plays a year and the Musical
Theatre put on two musicals a year. Although
initially there was considerable cross-over, with
members of both groups auditioning for and
performing in each other's productions, they
were two separate, identifiable groups.
Then we started discussing amalgamation and

all the benefits it would bring: spreading the
workload around, sharing expenses, larger pool
of talent and so on. It seemed like the logical
thing to do and so the two groups joined to-
gether and OnStage Uxbridge was born.
However, since there were far more members

of the Musical Theatre than the Players - (mu-
sicals tend to have way more cast members than
straight plays) - former members of the Musical
group eventually took over more of the On-
Stage executive positions and gradually the
number of former Players diminished to the
point where, today, I think I could count on
the fingers of one hand the Players still in-
volved. In fact, it has now reached the stage
(forgive the pun) where OnStage Uxbridge's
next season will consist of two musicals and
only one play. Given that practically all the
other theatre groups that have sprung up in the
past few years only mount musical produc-
tions, it would appear that legitimate theatre -
for want of another term - is, to all intents and
purposes, gone from Uxbridge.
The Players used to have a play-reading com-

mittee which would produce a list of plays they
would like to see produced and from which po-

tential directors could choose. Or potential di-
rectors could suggest their own plays. Now,
OnStage informs its members what produc-
tions will be mounted in any season.

The UMHA has a much larger number of
players - and, therefore, voting members in the
form of parents - than the PPMHA. Would
that mean a preponderance of the executive po-
sitions on a new amalgamated board would go
to Uxbridge residents? And if there are more
players here than there, would there be an im-
balance when it came to representation on the
rep teams? From an Uxbridge hockey parent's
perspective, that might not seem to be a prob-
lem. But if that proved to be the case, would
an amalgamated hockey group eventually see a
further decline in Port Perry involvement?
There are other questions parents should con-

sider when they attend tomorrow night's meet-
ing. Are the rates charged for ice time the same
at the Uxbridge arena and the Scugog arena? If
one is more expensive than the other, does that
mean one town sees a major decline in its ice
rentals? Or will games and practices be alter-
nated between the two arenas? That would lead
to reduced revenues for both arenas. In either
case, that would lead to increased ice rental fees
for all user groups.

What about team colours? Would we see the
Uxbridge Stars' green, gold and white - the
township's official colours - disappear? Would
we see the name Stars vanish?

And when it comes to rep hockey, just who
would the players in an amalgamated hockey
association represent? North Durham? What is
North Durham? A North Durham Minor
Hockey Association wouldn't include Brock
Township, which is also considered to be part
of North Durham. I've never been there, but it
must give a player some sense of pride to wear
a jersey with one's hometown emblazoned on
it. What happens when that name is replaced
with one that really doesn't represent anything?

Anyone who has spent much time at the
Uxbridge arena must surely know about Chris
Murray, the UMHA referee-in-chief. He has
spent so much time refereeing over so many
years I'm surprised he doesn't have an apart-
ment at the arena. He is widely admired by
players and parents in the community. Would
he have to go up against PPMHA's referee-in-
chief in a newly organized board?

As I said, it really doesn't matter to me
whether the amalgamation occurs or not. But
it seems to me parents should be ready to ask
some pointed questions tomorrow night and
not just blithely follow the executive's lead.
Tell me, am I wrong?

We were just peeling off our hockey gear. We
were considering a little refreshment after what
we thought was a Pyrrhic victory; in others
words, we had won our final game of the old-
timers’ tournament, but figured we were out
of the running to win the championship in our
division. Then, suddenly, in came the tourna-
ment organizers – members of the Uxbridge
Islanders hockey club – and they were carrying
what looked like a box of prizes. 

“You guys won!” they told us. “The other
team got too many penalties in their last game
and you won on points.”

They could have knocked most of us over
with a feather. We had played fairly well – win-
ning two of our three games in the one-day
tournament – but since the one team we’d
failed to defeat seemed to be walking all over
the competition, we calculated we’d finish sec-
ond. But we – members of the Uxbridge Oilies
hockey club – had calculated wrong. If we’d
read the rules more carefully, we’d have realized
that our wins (worth 10 points each) com-
bined with our goals (one point per goal) and
very few penalties (a half a point deduction
each) left us with more points than the team
that defeated the rest of the field.

“The devil is in the details,” I remarked to
one of my teammates.

In fact, the day was chock full of fascinating
details, not just our game-winning statistics.
Among some of the other details, I faced a
rather large statistical hill in my office – a pile
of assignments from my journalism students.
And throughout the day, when I wasn’t on the
ice with my hockey teammates, I was barri-
caded in my office editing and evaluating a pile
of about 40 short feature stories. Each was
about three pages long. Each took about 20 to
30 minutes to edit and mark. And so, I calcu-
lated between each of our three games on Fri-
day, I had three hours during which I could
mark about eight or nine stories. I felt a little
like Lucille Ball on that famous chocolate
candy assembly line. Could I finish a sufficient
number of assignments during the breaks be-
tween hockey games? As it turned out, some
other details altered my best-laid marking plan.
During our third and final tournament game
(the one after which we learned we’d won our
division), the goaltender on our opponents’
team was hurt. The game came to a stop until
they’d helped the injured player off the ice. But
that left the game minus a goalie and nobody
likes to play (even a recreational hockey game)

without two goalies. Fortunately, there was an-
other goalie dressed in the building and he of-
fered to fill in. His own game wouldn’t start for
a while yet, so he volunteered to play in our
game to keep it competitive. When he came
on the ice, we all remarked at his colourful jer-
sey.
“It’s the Dutch team goalie,” somebody said.
I suddenly remembered why he was in the

arena. Some years previously, a local hockey
player had gone to the Netherlands to play
semi-professional hockey. While he was there
he had befriended a team in northern Holland,
called the Leeuwarden Warriors. They had al-
ways threatened one day they would travel to
Canada to do some sightseeing and to play in
a local oldtimers’ hockey tournament. This was
the week they had chosen. After our game
ended and we learned we’d won, I decided to
pay the Dutch goalie a visit to thank him. He
was still playing his final tournament game,
which the Warriors lost. That’s when I hatched
a plan.
I gathered some of my Oilies teammates, took

one of our tournament-winning prizes and
marched down to the Leeuwarden Warriors’
dressing room. Amid the general mayhem of
the post-game banter in the room, I apologized
for interrupting and explained that even
though the Warriors hadn’t won their division,
they weren’t going home empty-handed. I
thanked their goalie, Sjouke Flisijn, for filling
in during our game and gave him one of our
prizes as well as an Uxbridge Oilies ball cap. I
had also dashed home quickly for an additional
memento I thought he might appreciate. 

“One of my prized possessions from numer-
ous trips to Second World War battlefields in
Holland, where Canadians fought in 1944-
45,” I said, and the room fell silent as I spoke,
“is this Holland-Canada friendship pin of our
two flags. It symbolizes the strong bond be-
tween our two countries going back 70 years.”
Then, an amazing thing happened. As I gave
the pin to goaltender Flisijn and shook his
hand, all his Dutch teammates rose and ap-
plauded. They then broke into a spontaneous
singing of “O Canada.” By the end of the an-
them, there wasn’t a dry eye in the room. 

A few choice details had left some indelible
sights and sounds from a memorable day.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

It’s in the details
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by Amy Hurlburt

Local athlete Alicia Smith brought
home a silver medal for her solo fig-
ure skating routine earlier this month
at the Special Olympics Canada

2016 Winter Games in Corner
Brook, Newfoundland. We caught
up with her recently to hear a little
bit more about her passion for skat-
ing and future goals.
Alicia is a multitalented, hardwork-

ing young woman who has been
skating ,since she was 12 years old. 

“A teacher at my school in
Markham, Jennifer Metzner, asked if
I would like to learn how to skate,”
explains Alicia. “She saw me roller-
blading to school and thought I
would be good at it. She became my
coach and got me started in the Spe-
cial Olympics.”

Of course, her big dreams come
with a lot of practice and training. At
present, Alicia trains in Barrie (Mari-
posa) with Trinette Goarley, as well
as in Uxbridge (Uxbridge Skating
Club) with Alison Maclean. 

“e Uxbridge Skating Club has
been a huge support to me,” says Ali-
cia. “ey had a send-off with cake
and I got to do my solo at a stimula-
tion before I went to Corner Brook,
and they have posted lots of informa-
tion about my skating all year.”

Alicia currently competes in the

Ladies Singles Event, Level 3 in the
Special Olympics, although she is
currently learning dances and hopes
to start competing in dance in the
near future. She notes that the cre-
ative aspect of skating is her favourite

part of the process, and that she ap-
preciates the opportunity to be part
of the decision making process: “I get
to help pick my music, and like to

tell a story when I skate,” explains
Alicia. “People say that I come to life
when I am on the ice. I also like
doing jumps and spins.” 

When she’s not honing her skating
skills, Alicia’s wide variety of interests

take her across both the athletic and
musical spectrum: she dances, plays
both piano and guitar, sings, as well
as enjoys watching movies and ski-

ing. In the summer months, she also
swims and waterskiis at her family’s
cottage.

Alicia notes that she is incredibly
grateful for the support of her Patron
Sponsor, Innovasium, run by Julie
and Dan Hageman, who sponsored
her for the 2016 Winter Games.   
“[Innovasium] has been so amazing,

and they have done a lot of social
media support, so people could see
me skate and follow the games on
Facebook and Twitter,” says Alicia.
“ey even had a celebration for me
when I returned! I also want to thank
e Rotary Club of Uxbridge and
the Uxbridge McDonald’s (where I
work part time) for their generous fi-
nancial support!”

While she’s happy with the success
of the 2016 season, Alicia is already
hard at work preparing for the next
competition: “I felt really happy [to
win the silver medal]. I am grateful
that I came second.  I was going for
the gold, but there was a lot of tough
competition from across Canada,”
says Alica. “My biggest dream with
skating is to go to Worlds. Next year,
that is in Austria!”
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30 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

Highland Dance and 
Irish step classes
Ages 4 and up

*New Adult classes and Boys classes.
JOIN OUR TEAM by contacting

647-528-1425 or 
lindsayrosedance@hotmail.com

Spotlight on Alicia Smith as she takes Silver and goes for gold

Alicia Smith, centre, joined by Innovasium sponsors Dan and Julie Hageman. 
Photo by Malcolm Smith



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Popular Uxbridge photographer
and regular contributor to e Cos-
mos John Cavers has captured a
once-in-a-lifetime photograph of an
animal many believe is only a leg-
end.

Over the Easter weekend, John
was out in a forested area just north
of the town with his camera hoping
to catch some
photographs of
the icy storm
that layered it-
self over much
of the region
late last week. 

“I’d just come
into a sheltered
spot, where
there wasn’t
much snow
etc., on the
ground, and I
look up, and
there she was. I
couldn’t believe
it!” said John. 

e “she” he’s
referring to is
the Double-headed Doe of
Durham, an animal that reports say
has only been seen three times be-
fore in this area.

John says he attempted to follow
the animal in order to capture more
photos, but it kept running in dif-
ferent directions, seeming to not
know which way to go. He eventu-
ally lost sight of the animal, but says
he will go back to the area to see if
he can catch another glimpse.

John often sends his photographs
to Canadian Geographic and Na-
tional Geographic, and he sent the

one he did capture to both organi-
zations, hoping to get some verifi-
cation on what he had seen. Editors
and experts from both organiza-
tions soon contacted John, wanting
to make arrangements to come to
the area and observe the doe - or
does - further.

“One guy from Canadian Geo-
graphic, a Dr. John duLittle, he was
just so excited over the fact that

Uxbridge has one of these animals
- they’re extremely rare - he could
barely talk. He didn’t know if he
was coming or going!” exclaimed
John.
Other nature and animal enthusi-

asts saw John Caver’s posts and have
been swarming the Uxbridge coun-
tryside hoping to catch another
glimpse of the rare animal before
she goes into hiding. Tommy Stub-
bins, a naturalist from Australia,
saw John’s photo online and made
the trip as fast as he could. He has
been studying two-headed animals

for almost three decades, and says
he hopes he can catch of a glimpse
of what may be the only two-
headed animal of this kind in
Canada.

“We don’t get a lot of these sorts
in Australia,” says Stubbins. “We’re
on the lookout to see if more of
these sorts aren’t starting to pop up
all over, and making sure that it’s
just a freak of nature, and not con-

nected to toxins
we’re putting in
our environ-
ment or any-
thing.”

e odd-look-
ing fawn
coloured deer
that has two
heads, one at ei-
ther end of her
body, is almost
like a real-life
version of the
Pushmi-pullyu
that was made
popular in the
Dr. DoLittle
stories first pub-
lished by British

author Hugh Lofting.
Local authorities are asking that,

should any Uxbridge and area resi-
dents see the Double-headed Doe
of Durham, not to get the animal
excited, as it may unpredictably run
in any direction and cause harm to
either itself or any bystanders.
If any readers of e Cosmos do see

the Double-headed Doe, it is rec-
ommended that they take rest im-
mediately, have their eyes checked,

or visit a doctor to remedy their
double vision. April Fool’s.
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Cosmos’ photographer gets rare shot of elusive animal

A rare image of the legendary Double-headed Doe of Durham, captured by nature photographer
John Cavers. The doe - or does - is/are not often seen this early in the season.



Well, it seems that Old Man
Winter is not quite finished yet,
with the significant ice storm last
ursday. With postponed
events, and cancelled school

buses, it was a slow day, indeed!
Our sympathy goes once again

to the Hockley and Barton fami-
lies on the recent passing of Earl
Hockley, husband of Carolle. A

visitation took
place at the Low
and Low Chapel
last week.

You are re-
minded of the
Senior's Lunch-
eon at St. Paul's
Leaskdale next
Saturday, April
9 at 12 noon. If
you plan to at-
tend, and all are
welcome, please
call the church
at (905) 852-

5921 by Friday, April 1. ere is
no charge; however, donations are
appreciated.

Men's Breakfast at St. Paul's
Leaskdale is this Saturday, April 2
at 8:30 a.m. Come and enjoy
good food and fellowship.

Ladies' Day 2016, with the
theme 'Take Courage' will be on
Saturday, April 23, from 9 a.m.
until 2 p.m. Workshops include
Sewing a Bag; A Month of Meals
in a day; Macrame; Square Foot
Gardening; Creating a Welcome
Wood Sign, and several others.
Cost is $30, which includes a
lovely noon luncheon. ere will
be an interesting speaker. To reg-
ister, call Heather Benjamin at
416-557-2111, or email
www.stpaulsleaskdale .com.

8The Uxbridge Cosmos Thursday, March 31, 2016

THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., March 31: Goodwod
United Church Soup Lunch. Church
open 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. for soup, home-
made bread, dessert and beverage. For
further information call June Harper at
905 640 3347
Thurs., March 31: Jazz & Improv
Café. Uxbridge Secondary School Cafe-
torium, 6:30 p.m. Featuring the U.S.S.
Drama Improv Team, Jazz Band, the
Uxbridge Public School Jazz Band, and
many soloists. Tickets $10, seniors and
students $8.
Sat., April 2: Waterfowl at
Durham's Lake Ontario Marshes.
Once the ice leaves the wetlands, large
numbers of migratory waterfowl appear
for a few weeks before moving on to their
breeding grounds. The marshes on Lake
Ontario in Southern Durham are excellent
places to see these birds. Join North
Durham Nature's Geoff Carpentier to see
what has arrived at several locations that
may include Cranberry Marsh, Duffin's
Creek Marsh and Oshawa Second
Marsh. Meet either at 8:30 a.m. at the
Walmart Parking (next to Coles) in
Uxbridge or meet at 8:45 a.m. at the
Northwest corner of the intersection of

Lakeridge Road and Reach Street. Every-
one is welcome!  For more information,
and to pre-register for this hike, please
contact james.kamstra@aecom.com or
visit www.northdurhamnature.com.
Sat., April 2: Bees, Beekeeping &
Honey with Zeke Puckrin of Zeke's
Bees. 1 - 2:30 p.m. Lower Meeting Room
of the library. Honey will be for sale. Reg-
ister at the Uxbridge Library Adult De-
partment with $5 donation to the Friends
of the Uxbridge Public Library. 
Sat., April 2: Heart for the People
- an event for Aboriginal outreach featur-
ing Jimmy Waboose. Uxbridge Baptist
Church, 5 p.m. Also featuring Louisa
Gillespie, Inuk drum dancer & throat
singer. Dinner $20, 12 and under $10.
$150/table of eight. Evening program
only - free. Tickets avail. by calling 905-
852-3662 or email
mrsjulianemartin@gmail.com
Sun., April 3: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15 a.m.
The audience is always very apprecia-
tive! For more info please contact jo 905-
852-6487.
Sun., April 3: Open Mic, Uxbridge
Legion. 2 - 5 p.m. Hosted by Paul
Rouss. Come to perform or just enjoy. All
welcome.

Sun., April 3:  Free movie night at
Goodwood Baptist Church. “This is
Our Time”, starts at 6:30 p.m., refresh-
ments to follow. 

NEXT WEEK
Wed., April 6: Spaghetti Dinner
Fundraiser for Scott-Central P.S.
Grade 8 grad trip. Sandford Commu-
nity Hall, 4:30 - 8 p.m. $10/adult, 12
and under, $6, $30 for a family of 4.
Tickets avail. at the door. 50/50 draw,
raffles, lots of fun and food! 
Thurs., April 7: Fraud Awareness
info night. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7
- 9 p.m. Presented by Durham Regional
Police Service, Township of Uxbridge
and Neighbourhood Watch.
Fri., April 8: Taoist Tai Chi Open
House. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre. 9 -
11:30 a.m. All are welcome! Contact
905-642-4857 for more information.
Sat., April 9: Creative Housing So-
lutions Conference. Trinity United
Church, 1 - 4 p.m. Presented by Habitat
for Humanity and North House. Explore
creative solutions to the high cost of hous-
ing in the townships of Uxbridge, Scugog
and Brock. Contact 705-432-8654 or
905-428-7434, ext. 22, for more infor-
mation.

UPCOMING
Tues., April 12: Annual Fashion
Show & Luncheon by Bethesda
Reach Women's Institute Trinity
United Church, 12 p.m. Featuring fash-
ions by Woods and Woods. Tickets ($20)
available at the store, from Institute mem-
bers, or by phoning 905-852-3925;
905-895-3976; or 905-853-7128.
Thurs., April 14: The Friends of the
Uxbridge Public Library meets on
the second Thursday of every month. 7
p.m. in the Uxbridge Library lower meet-
ing room. The Friends of the Library bring
awareness to the library by organizing
book sales and other events. New mem-
bers always welcome. Contact
braunda222@gmail.com
Fri., April 15: Blood Donor Clinic.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30
p.m. Sponsored by Rotary Club of
Uxbridge. 1-888-236-6283
Sat.,  April 16: Library Book Sale. 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sponsored by The
Friends of the Library. Lower Meeting
Room of the library. Also runs Sun., April
17, 1 - 5 p.m., and Mon., April 18,  10
a.m. - 1 p.m.
Sat., April 16: The Samuel S.
Sharpe Gala Dinner Dance.

Uxbridge Secondary School, 5:30 -
11:30 p.m. Presented by the USS “Vimy
100” students. Tickets $75/person, avail-
able at the USS Guidance Office: at Pres-
ents, Presents, Presents; or Blue Heron
Books.
Sat., April 16: Jazz in Claremont.
Featuring the Barry Elmes Quin-
tet. Claremont United Church, 8 p.m.
Tickets $25 in advance, $30 at the door.
for information contact 905-408-0062 or
email jazzinclaremont@gmail.com
Sun., April 17: Open Mic,
Uxbridge Legion. 2 - 5 p.m. Hosted
by Paul Rouss. Come to perform or just
enjoy. All welcome.
Tues., April 19: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club - New Event,
"Trivia". Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1
p.m. Please bring a mug. New members
welcome! $10/pp, per year.
Sat., April 23: St. Paul's Leaskdale
Ladies Day 2016. Theme is "Take
Courage". Join us from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
for a speaker, lunch & interesting work-
shops. $30/person, pre-registration re-
quired. For more information contact
Heather Benjamin at 416-557-2111 or
email hbenjamindesign@gmail.com
Sun., April 24: Crystal Journey
Concert with David Hickey. A
fundraiser for the York Region Alzheimer
Society. Udora Hall, 2 p.m. Tickets at
www.stouffvilleuxbridge.snapd.com, call
705-228-8268 or go to Savon Du Bois
in Uxbridge.
Sun., April 24: Goodwood Baptist
Church hosts a Gospel sing with
the Freedom Bounds. 11a.m. All
Welcome!

ONGOING
Ocean Commotion Vacation Bible
Camp at Goodwood Baptist
Church - pre-register for the summer now
at 905-640-3111 for our free camp, July
4 - 8, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  No charge.
Gr. JK - 6
Uxbridge Soccer Club: REGISTER
NOW for house league summer soccer.
All leagues begin in May.
www.uxbridgesoccerclub.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a

chair if needed for support.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All wel-
come. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Heart to Heart Healing Centre. 26
Brock St. W. Open Wednesdays 2 - 4
p.m. and Thursday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m.
905-862-9014
Uxbridge Parkinson's Support
Group meets the first Thursday of each
month (except July & August) between 1-
3 p.m. at Bridgewater - 22 James Hill Crt.
All welcome. For additional information
contact Maureen Gilleece 416-895-
2255 or visit www.uxparkinsons.com
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public,
come out & support your local veterans.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Baby Café, every Monday, 9 - 11a.m.
at the Uxbridge Early Years Centres lo-
cated in Uxbridge Public School. Drop in
for a tea and a chat. Breastfeeding sup-
port available. All pregnant women, par-
ents/caregivers with infants welcome,
non-fee. Please call 905-862-3131 or di-
rector@durhamfamilyresoruces.org for
more info.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All wel-
come. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753
Shuffleboard at Uxbridge Seniors Cen-
ter. Mondays & Wednesdays, 9 a.m.

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

COMING UP

We're helping to lead the world to 
Skin Health.

Therapeutic Solutions, Products, Protocols
& Treatments provided by skincare
professionals for a wide range of skin
disorders and chronic conditions.

• Medi spa treatments
• Day spa treatments
• Walk-ins welcome 
• Free consultations 
• Gift certificates available

Book your Complimentary Consultation
905-852-4104

www.uxbridgemedispa.com
5 Bascom Street, Uxbridge
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one point swallowed up by a machine
and rolling through the gears. He was un-
questionably a genius, and his best films
are all works of art.
8. Slap Shot (1977) Yes, there is some low
brow humor in this wonderfully written
film about a minor league hockey, but it
is so well acted and directed, it all falls
into place. Paul Newman gives one of his
best performances as a player-coach who
gets his team to goon it up to draw fans
when he hears they are selling their team.
e Hanson brothers are among the fun-
niest trios in movie history. Might be for
hockey fans only but I love it and cannot
remember laughing harder at the time.
9. Some Like It Hot (1959) A farce with a
difference. We are never quite supposed
to believe that Jack Lemmon and Tony
Curtis are women and that is part of the
joke, that these ugly women are being
taken seriously as real girls. at they
share the screen with Marilyn Monroe
makes it even more difficult to accept
them as girls. Jack Lemmon is terrific,
Curtis his equal and Monroe was never
better. One of Billy Wilders’ very best
films.
10. South Park - Bigger - Longer - Uncut
(1999) I know, I know...but I love it. e
animation sucks, but works for the idea
and the writing is perfect. e songs

within the film are blackly funny, and
downright vulgar but I defy anyone not
to laugh while experiencing this

film...sorry, I love it. My late wife once
chided me watching South Park, but I re-
minded her how personal comedy is....

Each of us could write a ten best comedy
list and it would be different for each of
us. ere might be one or two that cross
onto others lists, but we all laugh at dif-
ferent things. Comedy is very personal,
what tickles you may not tickle me. I like
to think I prefer smartly written come-
dies, well-acted films about something,
but I have to be honest, I like a good prat
fall as much as the next guy. However,
when talking about the great screen
comedies, I do like something different,
something challenging and usually some-
thing rather dark.  ere are elements of
comedy in almost every film ever made,
if you look for them, but the truest
comedies are made to make you laugh.
Chaplin believed the greatest comedies
to be the ones that also make you think
and perhaps cry. I do agree with that, be-
cause there is nothing more heartbreak-
ing, or funny for that matter than a sad
clown overcome by life.

So here are my choices for the ten best
comedies of all time...

1. Tootsie (1982) Not only is it the best
comedy ever made, it is the greatest film
about the art and craft of acting ever
made. Dustin Hoffman is astounding as
Michael Dorsey, who, when he cannot
get work as an actor because he argues
with everyone, masquerades as a woman
and finds work and great success as
Dorothy Michaels. at he becomes a
better man as a woman than he ever was
as a man is something very special. Hoff-
man goes further than just acting...he be-
comes Dorothy in a way no other actor
portraying the opposite sex has. Beauti-
fully directed, written and acted by all.
Hoffman’s performance is simply one of
the greatest in the history of the cinema.
2. Sideways (2004) Paul Giamatti should
have won the Academy Award for his su-
perb portrayal of Miles, a writer, school
teacher and wine lover who is a sad sack
disconnecting from life. Using wine as a
metaphor for their lives, a group of four
spend a week together before one of
them will marry. e week will allow
each to discover something about one
another and Miles finds love again with
Maya (Virginia Madsen). omas
Haden Church is hilarious as his horn
dog best buddy Jack. A superb film, with
a quartet of excellent performances, fine
directing and writing.
3. City Lights (1931) Chaplin’s master-
piece is among the greatest films of all
time, with a closing shot that still moves
audiences to tears all these years later. Re-
fusing to make a talkie even after sound
had come to film, he stuck with silents
because he believed his comedy worked
best as that. As the little tramp who helps
a blind girl get back her sight because he
loves her, he is superb, but that ending,
when she discovers who he is is heart-
breaking, joyous and breathtaking. at
Chaplin smile...
4. Young Frankenstein (1974) Mel Brooks
made the parody great in the 70s, first
with Blazing Saddles (1973) which
spoofed the western and then Young
Frankenstein, which tackled the old Uni-
versal horror films, shooting  on the same
set as Bride of Frankenstein (1935). Gene
Wilder is wonderful as the crazy doctor

trying to clear his name, while Peter
Boyle is perfect as the monster. eir
song and dance must be seen to be be-
lieved.
5. Annie Hall (1977) is film revolu-
tionized the love story with an added rule
to the boy meets girl, boy loses girl, boy
get girl back with boy loses girl forever,
making it real, bittersweet, and very, very
funny. It is smartly written, directed and
best of all acted by Diane Keaton, who
won an Oscar, and by Woody Allen him-
self , who won Best Director and was
nominated for Best Actor. By making it
real we could connect with the charac-
ters, and Allen’s been doing it ever since.
6. Dr. Strangelove (1964) One might not
believe the end of the world to be funny,
but in the hands of Stanley Kubrick it is
a vicious black comedy about a lunatic
soldier who hops in a plane and heads to
Russia to drop an
atomic bomb. e char-
acters are broadly
drawn, the actors in
perfect synch with what
Kubrick is doing. Peter
Sellers is remarkable in
several roles and George
C. Scott is hysterical.
Blackly funny right
through to the very
end...the end of the
world.
7. Modern Times (1936)
Chaplin again, as the
little tramp this time in
a film that attacks how
the machine age pushes
men out of work or ro-
botize us. e set pieces
are perfect, physical
comedy at its most
graceful with Chaplin at
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FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Best comedies ever

Across
1. Fab Four drummer
6. Hip-hop
9. Old time Dad's
12. No-no
13. Capitalize
14. Coffee holder
15. S. American cassava plant
16. Gas guzzle rate
17. Can be open or choppy
18. Swindle
20. Fellow
21. Behave affectedly
24. Beeper
27. Dry red wine
30. First act
34. Some reality show winners
35. Butterfly
36. Hindu festival
38. Perfume base
39. "Get your ___ running....." 

Steppenwolf
41. Keats creation
42. Finale
45. "___ show time!"
47. Bother
48. Peruvian coin
50. ___ and desist
55. "Forget it!"
56. 5th for one
57. Operatic solos
58. If at first you don't succeed, 

____ again
59. Protective covering
60. Get a new tenant for

Down
1. Messy place

2. Greek letter
3. 1970 Jackson 5 song
4. Bird of myth
5. Jungle sound
6. Cuban dance
7. Egyptian snake
8. Hit the nail on the head
9. Word on a door
10. Kind of rug
11. Zest
19. Select
20. Thick liqueur
21. Involved with
22. Ghana money
23. Suppose (old way)
25. Decision to move forward
26. Grandiose
28. Pack carrier
29. Norway seaport
31. Alliance acronym
32. Relative of "Oh, no!"
33. Character
37. Player, in tag
38. Gallery display
40. Lubed
42. "Out of the question"
43. Skunk's defense
44. Decayed
46. Lasting effect
48. Fall guy
49. Fertility clinic stock
51. "Maid of Athens, ___ we 

part": Byron
52. Have a bug
53. Returnable envelope, for 

short
54. Approx.
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SERVICES
MW GENERAL CONTRACTING Check us out
or get a quote at mwgcservices.com or www.face-
book.com/MWGCServices. Services we offer in-
clude your small home reno; basement,
bathroom, lighting, wiring, general household
handy work, landscaping project or electrical trou-
bleshooting. NO JOB IS TOO SMALL. 416-989-
1179   3/31
DO YOU WISH you could create a simple fi-
nancial routine that is easy to apply WITHOUT giv-
ing up your lifestyle? It will BLOW YOUR MIND
just how organized & easy your money manage-
ment can be! TheMoneyCounsellor.com
905.442.8801   3/31
SPRING CLEAN-UPS, grass cutting & much
more. Discount for early sign-up. Jason’s Property
Maintenance. 905-862-2644   3/31

MAID EASY CLEANING SERVICE:
AFFORDABLE, Reliable, TrustWorthy &
Consistent. Please call for an in-house estimate.
705 228-2837 or 416 573-0996   3/31

COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning. We get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905 715 3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca   4/21
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR Fogged
Thermal Replacement, Frameless Glass Showers
& Doors, Mirror Walls, Doors & Board Doors, and
more! 705-228-8237 or 416-573-0996
www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca   3/31
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary,
Secondary, College, University, and Adult Learn-
ers; Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading,
Assignments, Masters/Doctoral Theses coach. Ex-
perienced Educator 905-852-1145.   5/5
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care.
416-287-0673.   4/28

PET CARE - Day and overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-
852-4454  3/31
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas,

Gazebos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and
other Custom Yard Structures. Contact Steve at
Northwood Custom Decks, 905-852-1750, or
email steve@northwoodcustomdecks.ca  3/31
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-
employed to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-
Eldridge. 905-852-7281  8/11
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding,
Event, Portrait. Web Design for mobile, desktop.
Graphic design & social media. Call Wright Web
Photo, 905-852-9520, www.wrightwebphoto.com
3/31     
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced pro-
fessional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or
visit www.alexandercs.com  3/31
HOME-WATCH HOUSE & PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 in Uxbridge, now in our
11th year! Visit www.home-watch.ca, email
hstewart@home-watch.ca. Heather Stewart cell
905-852-8525   3/31   
THE HOME INSPECTOR "Know what you
own". Maintenance inspections can stop trouble
in its tracks. Call 416-567-4282.   3/31

WANTED
LAWNSCAPE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
IS HIRING FULL TIME MAINTENANCE
WORKERS. We are a locally-based company
that serves Uxbridge & the surrounding areas;
we are currently hiring experienced crew foremen
and full time outdoor maintenance employees for
the spring and summer. Your own transportation
to work is required. Please reply by resume to
lawnscape@eclarity.ca or by phone 905-852-
4378. This job starts in late March/early April.
Questions can be directed to the above phone
number.      3/31

FOR RENT
UXBRIDGE 2 BEDROOM BASEMENT APT:
Parking, on-site laundry, separate entrance, walk
to downtown. Large kitchen, spacious living area.
No smoking/pets. $1,200/mo. inclusive. First &
last required. Available May 1. 416-805-3972

4/14
2 BEDROOM APT.: Brooklin/Ashburn area.
Heat, hydro, laundry & parking included. Quiet
seniors home. Single occupancy. $900 inclusive.
905-655-3004.   3/31
10-STALL BARN & PASTURE: rest station,
hay on property. 905-852-7634   3/31

FOR SALE
ENGINE STAND. Older style, well-built. $125.
905-852-5040   3/31
HAY - LIFTABLE BALES: stored inside, free
storage until May 31/16. 905-852-7634   3/31
BAND INSTRUMENTS: Brass instruments in
beautiful shape, need to be played. Trumpet,
$300; Fluegel horn, $350; French horn, $375.
705-228-8108.   3/24
SOFA - BRAND NEW! TOP CANADIAN
MAKER High quality beige fabric w/ taupe ac-
cents, matching toss cushions. Un-sat-upon! $475
o.b.o. 905-852-9842   4/14

EVENTS
SEABUCKTHORN - AN ANCIENT PLANT
REDISCOVERED. Free seminar at Richters
Herbs, Goodwood. Join Andrew Wingrove , Sun-
day April 3, 2016, 2 - 3 p.m. Everyone welcome.
Go to www.richters.com/events for more infor-
mation or call 905-640-6677.   3/31
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT TRINITY UNITED
CHURCH. We have many Grandmothers bring
their grandchildren to Church on Sunday morn-
ings at 10 a.m. so they can enjoy Sunday School.
Would your grandchildren enjoy being a part of
our Sunday School Program? Ages up to 14 years.
Call Cindy at Church Office 905 852 6213 to dis-
cuss.   4/7

FAMILY DOG TRAINING CLASSES – Puppy
Starter & Beginner Obedience. Private In-Home
training sessions available as well as Puppy
Consultations & Behavioural Consultations. For
info or to register: K9’S in KAHOOTS (905) 642-
8289 www.k9sinkahoots.com.   4/14

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313DESIGN
YOUR OWN
TABLES 
RUSTIC TO

CONTEMPORARY
WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Believe with all your heart
that God raised Jesus from
death.”       Romans 10:9b

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Brett Ireland
416-574-6427     ltdpropertyservices@gmail.com

Grass Cutting  •  Yard Clean Up
Flower Beds  •  Snow Plowing



Get out those trainers! e 9th
annual top-rated Run for the
Diamond, Uxbridge Half
Marathon is set to go for Sun-
day, April 17. 

e Uxbridge Cottage Hospi-
tal Auxiliary organizes the most
picturesque and unique Half
Marathon Run, 10K Trail
Run/Walk, 5K Trail Run/Walk
and Kids Dash in all of Ontario.
Wooden Sticks Golf Club hosts
the event and boasts of the “best
ever” buffet lunch…first class all
the way!    
Uxbridge is the Trail Capital of

Canada and the event gives run-
ners, walkers, and those who are
just plain curious the opportu-
nity to experience it first-hand. 
New to the Half Marathon this

year is the Team Challenge!
Other things to look forward to
at the event: a cool technical tee;
thousands of dollars in Timex
watch giveaways; UxShoes and
Running Room gift certificates
to overall winners and age
groupers; a terrific expo; medals;

showers; massages; free parking;
a great atmosphere and family
day... something for everyone.
And of course, there’s the draw
for the diamond!  Net proceeds
of this charitable event go di-
rectly to purchase equipment for
the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital.

Visit www.uxbridgehalf-
marathon.com for all the info!
Register, donate and/or volun-
teer today!
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“Like a breath of fresh air”. “Out
with the old, in with the new”.
“Blow away the cobwebs”. However
you phrase it, spring is a season of
change. We’ve seen the roadside
snow banks melt away, and the first
flowers of spring bloom. The sun
warms our faces, and sugar bushes
ring with the “plink” of maple sap
dripping into buckets. Chickadees
whistle their three-note song, and
even before the clocks went forward
the sun was shining at suppertime. 
March is the month of the equinox,

when the length of daylight is the
same as the length of the night (equi
– equal; nox – night). From now
until June’s summer solstice there’s
increasingly more daytime and less

night. More sunlight brings warmer
temperatures, and that means
changes.
We all have a particular sight, sound

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

WE ALWAYS HAVE GREAT SPECIALS!
WATCH FOR THEM ONLINE!

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

In Memoriam

Violet E. Linton
In loving memory of a dear mother 
and grandmother who passed away 
13 years ago, April 1, 2003.

Sadly missed along life’s way,
Quietly remembered every day.

Forever in our hearts. John, Matt and Nina

The Nature Nut
column by Nancy Melcher

Ch-ch-ch-changes

or smell that tells us winter is over.
What’s yours? Snowdrops and
aconite blossoming signal spring for
me. For my favourite cousin, it’s
robins in the trees. Dad knew when
he heard “konk-a-ree” from a red-
wing blackbird. My kindergarten
teacher told us it was cawing crows
that marked the change of seasons,
but my mother swore it was the tin-
kle of corn snow, covered with sticky
maple taffy! 

For nature, it’s time to start to re-
produce. Animals mate, bring forth
and nurture their young, whether in
nests, burrows, streams or ponds.
Plants bloom and produce seeds,
sometimes surrounded by delicious
fruit. It’ll be a while before we have
gardens full of fresh produce, but this
is when it all begins. Our anticipa-
tion is palpable. Author Leo Tolstoy
said, “Spring is the time of plans and
projects.” It’s the time when garden
tools are cleaned, seed trays prepped,
and orders placed from catalogues
and garden centres. 

Perhaps this is the year to expand a
flowerbed to include bee-friendly
plants, such as thyme, chives, sage,

lavender, bee balm, coneflower and
milkweed. Many of these are also
great for monarch butterflies (but
that’s a different article – stay tuned!)
Larger landscaping projects can in-
clude shrubs like mock orange, lilac,
sumac, spireas and all the flowering
fruits. 

“Mud season” is the time to plan
whatever changes your garden will
see. Margaret Atwood said, “In the
spring, at the end of the day, you
should smell like dirt.” Take a walk

on a trail, plant some seeds, throw off
your heavy winter coat, wash the car
or rake the lawn! Get outside and
enjoy the sun’s warmth on your skin.
But remember: “April showers bring
May flowers”, so wear your Wellies
and take an umbrella, just in case! 

Nancy Melcher is The Nature Nut.
Send details of your sightings or ques-
tions about the natural world to: gen-
eral@melcher.cx.

This Grade Two class from Uxbridge Public School proudly shows off the mascot it’s made for this
year’s Earth Day. Made entirely from recyled materials, the mascot will collect all sizes of batteries
for recycling.
The mascot, along with other area schools’ contributions, will be on display at the Township

offices on April 21, as part of a special program the Energy Conservation Committee is putting
on for Earth Week (Earth Day is on April 22). Beginning at 7 p.m., everyone is welcome to see
the mascots and chat with people that will be on hand to answer any questions. There will be
several information tables set up, and guests will be invited to take information home with them.
The Energy Conservation Committee’s goal is to save energy for the protection of the environment,
as well as to assist township residents save money through saving energy.

Photo by John Cavers

Earth Day inspires battery-
munching mascot

Ready, set...Run for the Diamond!
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Judy Esmonde
Broker

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Joel Pringle
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Uxbridge,
Ontario

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

THE SNOW’S GONE, DON’T WAIT
TO LIST. BUYERS ARE OUT

LOOKING NOW!!!
Thinking of SELLING call SHANE today.
Shane Coxworth 
Sales Representative, REALTOR®
905-903-7965
email: ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com
website: www.ShaneCoxworth.com

I HAVE QUALIFIED
BUYERS

for a Bungalow in Testa Heights.
Call Dale Today for More Details and for
your Complimentary Home Evaluation  

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
Direct Cell 647-924-0975

Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

New Homes Starting at $299,900
Quality All Brick Detached Homes on 40-
50ft lots starting from $299,900.  The New
Seven Meadows Community is now
offering outstanding pre-construction
pricing & $7,500 in upgrades with
Occupancy as early as Fall 2016. Call Joel
Pringle today for details and to view the
Herbe Model Home pictured.  
Joel Pringle
Bus. Phone: 705-426-4663

Seeking home for qualified
buyers under contract
1. 2 Storey, Bungalow or Bungaloft 
2. Acreage - preferably 1+ or more
3. Pool or Pond desired, but not required
4. 60-90 day closing preferred
5. Under $1,000,000, under 800,000 & under
$375,000 
If your home meets the above criteria, please
call me directly at 416-556-0238. Not
intended to solicit anyone currently under
contract with another licensed salesperson.

Gerald Lawrence
Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS�
www.UxbridgeHomes.com
Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Located In A Small Enclave Of Custom Built
Homes Mins North Of Uxbridge is the setting
for this Lovely Log Home With Stone &
Board&Batten Addition.  The Character Of The
Original Log Home Has Been Tastefully
Merged With The Great Room Addition. The
Kitchen Is Fit For The Gourmet Chef And O/L
The Great Room With Gas Fireplace, W/O To
Pool, Hot Tub & Patio.   Live In The Privacy
You Deserve, Yet Still be Within A Reasonable
Commute To Gta/407/Airport. 
www.mariepersaud.ca 
Call Marie Persaud, Sales Representative, 
at 416-970-8979
for more info.

$89
9,9
00IN TOWN OR RURAL

Thinking of moving?
Its a perfect time to list. Buyers want Uxbridge!

Call me today for your free comparative market analysis.

Janet Green, Sales Representative
Direct Cell  905-439-1799

Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.soldbyjanet.ca

Gorgeous, 3,600 sq ft, 4 bdrm open
concept executive home.  Luxury
finishes - gourmet kitchen,
professional finished basement. 
Call Judy today to book your
appointment.
Premium lot with extensive
landscaping, stone patio.  
Walk to schools, shops, park
Judy Esmonde, Broker
Direct: 416-677-8709

$1,
150

,00
0


