
I HAVE JUST A FEW “NOTES” - Choral adjudicator Colleen Morrison gives a few pointers to a Grade 2 choir from Joseph Gould Public School at the
Sunderland Music Festival on Tuesday morning. The 59th edition of annual music festival wraps up this week with the Stars of the Festival concerts. 
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Party with a 
purpose

by Roger Varley

Uxbridge Township is offering a slew
of job opportunities for both adults
and youth looking for full-time and
part-time work this summer.
Top of the list is a facilitator for the

Uxbridge Business Improvement
Area (BIA) to replace former facilita-
tor Sari Pandopulos. The job involves
about 30 hours a week on a one-year
contract. However, anyone interested
in the position who has not yet ap-
plied has left it a little late: applica-
tions will be received only until 4:30
p.m. today (Thursday).

There are quite a few other jobs
available, however. The township is
also seeking a tourism development

co-ordinator to work with the town-
ship and the Tourism Advisory Com-
mittee to bring people to town by
promoting local sites and tourist
businesses. The part-time position
pays $20 an hour for a 16-hour
week, with applications being taken
until 4 p.m., March 11.

Next up is a communications offi-
cer, a 14-hour-a-week position pay-
ing $25 an hour on a one-year
contract. The communications offi-
cer will, among other duties, serve as
the primary contact with the media
and "inform and engage the public".
Applications for this job close at 2
p.m., March 16.
For students, the township is offer-

ing a wide variety of summer jobs,

most of them with the recreation de-
partment. Uxpool requires between
six and eight full-time and part-time
lifeguards and instructors, with the
pay ranging from $11.25 an hour to
$13. Meanwhile, the recreation de-
partment is looking for between 12
and 15 students as camp counsellors
and assistant counsellors, and an-
other 10 as supervisors. These posi-
tions are paid on a weekly basis and
range from $360 to $500 a week.

Over at the animal shelter, a post-
secondary student is needed to work
full-time during the summer as a
kennel attendant and animal control
assistant. The library is looking for a
student to be a children's summer
programs co-ordinator, a job requir-

ing 35 hours a week through June,
July and August. Two full-time sum-
mer jobs are up for grabs at the
Uxbridge historical centre, where
they are looking for two students,
one to act as an historical interpreter
and the other as collections manage-
ment assistant.

For post-secondary students more
interested in an office environment,
both the clerk's department and the
treasury department are looking for
students for the summer.

Applications for all jobs end some-
time during March. Details on all the
jobs available can be found on the
township webpage at
http://town.uxbridge.on.ca/ under
Media Centre.

by Jonathan Cauchon and 
Wyatt DeNeve

Next Monday, the students of
Uxbridge Secondary School will be
participating in an event called The
Inside Ride.  A fun and action
packed stationary bike challenge, The
Inside Ride is a fundraising event
which is dedicated to raising money
to support families with children
with cancer, and the organizations
that improve the quality of life for
these individuals. 

The Inside Ride is an annual event
held at Uxbridge Secondary School.
The gym will be full of people, all
dressed up in costumes matching
their five other team members. Stu-
dents take turns riding stationary
bikes while their teammates walk
around chanting for them. With all
the teams doing this, it creates a very
positive, fun-filled environment!

Each student on a team needs to
fundraise at least $50 in order to par-
ticipate. Fundraising includes search-
ing the local community for
individuals interested in contributing
money to the cause. The teams then
combine their money earned from
fundraising to have a total of at least
$300. All this money is given to fam-
ilies and children battling cancer. The
best part that is students tend to
fundraise more than the minimum.
As a result of this, the outcome is al-
ways very successful and Uxbridge
improves its fundraising goal every
year. $15,000 is what the school's
aiming for this year. Students are
eager to achieve this, and after the
first day of announcing the event, 17
teams were signed up. There will be
prizes for top mileage and top
fundraisers. It's a party with a pur-
pose! This event is wildly popular and
is a massive hit every year.
To get involved or to donate, please

contact insideride@hotmail.com or
go to
www.uxbridge.theinsideride.com
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Township jobs up for grabs

Direct: 416-936-0254
www.getusold.ca

2 Bedroom Condo Apartment. Exclusive surface parking
spot. Security entrance, utilities incl. $1,600/mo. 
For more information or to view unit, call Wayne today.

FOR LEASE

Wayne Cordingley
Broker, ABR, SRES

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

Privacy on the  Black River  Udora home on 2 acres. Open 
concept home featuring cathedral ceiling living/dining/kitchen. 
2 bedrooms plus potential of 2 in basement. 2 kitchens, 
total of 3 bathrooms, walkouts from living room, family room 
and master bedroom. Circular drive, partially fenced yard. 
Currently operating as a licensed dog kennel.

$450,000



by Susan Long

Patients at Uxbridge Cottage Hospi-
tal are finally all eating at the same
time. e hospital recently pur-
chased a Burlodge Multigen Cart
System, which is similar to an oven

on wheels that facilitates hot meals
being served to patients safely and on
time and also allows patients to make
food choices right at the time of de-
livery.  
e hospital looked at a number of

options and after an evaluation

process determined that the new cart
best met the needs of the patients.      
"Our patients’ care and comfort are

our highest priorities," says Sandi
Lofgren, Patient Care Director. "We
know that meals and the quality of
food are an important part of a pa-

tient’s experience. is new system
has already made a big difference and
we have already received numerous
positive comments about the in-
creased availability of fresh produce
choices on the new menus."

e improvement to food service

for patients is just one of the exciting
things happening at the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital. e Auxiliary
members held their annual bowling
fundraising event at Parish Lanes on
the evening of February 12. It was
well attended and everyone had a
great time. ank you to all the vol-
unteers, the bowlers, and also to the
staff at Parish Lanes, especially Larry. 
e hospital is also pleased to intro-

duce Wayfinders! Wayfinders help
people find their way around the
hospital! ey are Auxiliary members
who are stationed in the front lobby
just outside the Gift Shop and direct
you to where you need to go,
whether you’re there to see a special-
ist, for diagnostic imaging, or to visit
someone special in one of the rooms
on the second floor.  So say hi the
next time you’re at the hospital and
tell the Wayfinder that you read
about them in e Cosmos! 
while you’re in the area, drop into the
Gift Shop where you’ll find lots of
beautiful jewellery, purses, scarves,
knitted articles, and spring gift items.

Don’t be fooled by our recent
weather! Plans are well under way for
the 9th annual Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital Foundation’s Swing into
Spring Golf Tournament, being held
April 29, at Wooden Sticks Golf
Club. All proceeds benefit the UCH
Foundation’s commitment to pur-
chasing new equipment, funding
renovations and special projects for
the hospital in the coming year. Reg-
istration is now open! For full tour-
nament details, sponsorship
opportunities, online registration
and payment information go to
www.woodensticks.com/tourna-
ments/uxbridge-cottage-hospital-
tournament. For further
information, please contact Wooden
Sticks at 905-852-4379 or Jo-Anne
Gray, Executive Director, UCHF at
905-852-9771, ext. 5286.
And don’t forget the Auxiliary’s Run

for the Diamond Half-Marathon
event on April 17, at Wooden Sticks
Golf Club. is is a great family
event that attracts people from far
and wide. Registration and sponsor-
ship information are available at
uxbridgehalfmarathon.ca or by call-
ing the Auxiliary office 905-852-
9771, extension 5237. 

is is the first of a monthly column
of news from our local hospital.To be
added to our email list to be kept up-
to-date on initiatives at the hospital,
please send your contact information to
myhospital@msh.on.ca
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Canada turns 150 next year - and you're not getting any younger either!
If travelling to some of our country's most beautiful corners is on your
"bucket list", why wait any longer to tour the Yukon (and some
breathtaking parts of southeast Alaska) with Conrad and Lisa Boyce?
After their last tour, one client told us it was "a trip to remember
forever", another that it "exceeded my expectations by leaps and
bounds". Champagne on the Arctic Circle, riding over the coastal
mountains on the spectacular White Pass Railway, boating down the
Yukon River with a First Nations guide to an old Hudson's Bay fort -
these are experiences you can have nowhere
else. We're thinking of departing in mid-July for
11 days, but before we book anything, we'd like
to see what interest is out there. 

Please e-mail Conrad at
conradboyce@powergate.ca, or call Uxbridge
Travel Centre at 905-852-6163 ext. 5, or ask for
your dedicated travel agent, to let us know if you
might like to be a part of this unforgettable trip.

Uxbridge
Travel
Centre

uxbridgetravel.com
TICO Registration #1135983

Hot meals and happenings at the Hospital
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We're helping to lead the world to 
Skin Health.

Therapeutic Solutions, Products, Protocols
& Treatments provided by skincare
professionals for a wide range of skin
disorders and chronic conditions.

• Medi spa treatments
• Day spa treatments
• Walk-ins welcome 
• Free consultations 
• Gift certificates available

Book your Complimentary Consultation
905-852-4104

www.uxbridgemedispa.com
5 Bascom Street, Uxbridge

e Udora-Leaskdale Lions' Club
is reporting its disappointment in
the failure  of the new skating rink
in Leaskdale Park. Due to the mild
weather conditions, it did not
freeze sufficiently. So much for a
good try!
Sincere congratulations to Ed and

Betty omas, who marked their
60th wedding anniversary on Feb-
ruary 18.  Our best wishes to you
both.
Do you enjoy quilting? e Quil-

ter's Circle, a group of ladies, meets
on the last Tuesday of the month at
10 a.m., at the Historic Leaskdale

Church. Please feel free to join the
group anytime.

Congratulations to David and
Kathy Marshman (Forsyth), who
were married at Udora Community
Centre on Saturday, February 27.
Best wishes to both of you.

Men's Breakfast will be this Sat-
urday, March 5, at 8:30 a.m. at St.
Paul's Leaskdale Church.  Come,
enjoy good food and fellowship.
LADIES! Save the date for Ladies’

Day on Saturday, April 23, 9 a.m.
-2 p.m. at St. Paul's Church,
Leaskdale.  Watch for more infor-
mation!

e family of Jean Trowse would like to thank all who reached out to us
through cards, telephone calls, and emails. To those who personally arrived at

the Low & Low Funeral Home to show their love and affection for Jean 
and the family, we are very grateful.

From Jean’s family
Dennis, Christine, and Ross

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
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I was very disappointed to read that
the Township has opted for a “nat-
ural park” to be installed on Camp-
bell Drive, over a traditional
playground.  I can't imagine a more
redundant solution, for as we well
know, Uxbridge is the 'Trail Capital
of Canada' - there is no end of access
to 'natural elements'.  
Within the park area on Campbell

Drive, and steps from the pergola, is
a well-used trail where children can
- and do - travel extensively over
field, forest and stream and so are al-
ready very much 'engaged in the
natural habitat'.  If your goal is to
provide safe, healthy play, then it
seems to me that installing logs and
rocks is a very poor choice. It would
negate usage to all but the most
agile, and would generate a safety
concern for toddlers.  
Our family, which includes school-

age children, recently moved from
Aurora, where the neighbourhood
contained no less than seven play-
grounds plus a 35 km trail - all
within walking distance.  These
parks were incredibly well-visited by
all ages; many an adult and senior
utilized them to strengthen them-
selves with smartly designed, multi-
use equipment. I believe the
solution to Campbell Drive park is
just that - equipment to play on that
does not require a car to get to, and
equipment that can be utilized for
strength-training by all ages.

I would much rather see money
well spent - and postponed another
year if necessary - on multi-use
equipment that will be utilized by
the full-range of age groups reflected
in Campbell Drive, thus providing
inclusive, safe equipment for all
ages.

J. Shipcott
Uxbridge

About 10 days ago I was driving past

Elgin Pond, and much to my horror,
someone had gone through a hole in
the ice and was foundering in the icy
water. I was about to stop (although
other than a 911 call, I had no idea
what I would have done) when I no-
ticed that the Emergency Rescue
truck from the Fire Department was
already there. In fact, the person in
the pond was a fire person and they
were conducting a drill.

We often take these volunteers for
granted. Folks who run into fires or
pull badly injured children from
crashed cars or rescue unfortunates
who are stuck in an icy hole in a
pond. We shouldn't take any of that
for granted.
So - thank you, Uxbridge Fire De-

partment, for all you do to keep us
safe and to rescue us when we are
not. We appreciate it - even if we do
not say so as often as we should

Ann Belanger
Goodwood

I am writing this letter to correct
three errors that I found in last
week’s Cosmos.

First off, the headline "Gas bar a
done deal, says councillor" is com-
pletely erroneous. I never said that.
In fact I said that it may not go
through, and although it was clari-
fied later in the article, it needs to be
addressed and restated here.
Secondly, in response to Roger Var-

ley’s "Am I Wrong?" column, he
stated that the residents were treated
like they did not matter. Again, that
is not the case. So in this instance,
Roger, yes, you are wrong. We take
the matters that citizens put before
council very seriously and I, for one,
am cognizant of the residents’ con-
cerns and do not want the gas bar ei-
ther, but rather than give them a
false sense of hope, I feel it is  best
to paint a realistic picture of the
landscape.

Thirdly, we as a township and in-
deed council, have no control over
how long it takes for the OMB or
the Lake Simcoe Region Conserva-
tion Authority to render their re-
spective decisions. Their inner
workings are not under our control.
As a final note, I stated at the con-

clusion of the presentation that I am
always there for my residents and
they can contact me anytime to dis-
cuss issues or concerns they have and
I welcome that interaction. As their
duly elected official that is my role
and it is one that I take very seri-
ously.

Fred Bryan
Ward 4 Councillor

I have been following with interest
the discussion in your pages regard-
ing the gas bar/drive-through restau-
rant/convenience store proposed for
Brock Street West. I have not seen
the question of signage addressed by
any of the participants. The pro-
posed development falls within the
“special sign district” defined in the
township sign by-law. This imposes
a number of restrictions on signage,
the most notable of which may be a
complete ban on “internally illumi-
nated signs”. This restriction will
likely make this the only gas bar
and/or drive through in the town
without a neon sign advertising its
presence. It will be interesting  to see
what impact this has on the com-
mercial viability of a venture some
have suggested is already marginal
due to its poor location.

Of course, the developer can re-
quest another variance for signage
but it seems unlikely the township
will approve it, given the very literal
and inflexible interpretation of by-
laws and zoning on this project to
date.

Phil Smith
Sandy Hook 

Letters to the Editor

It’s just before 11 p.m. on Tuesday night, and we’re taking a moment to look
outside to the street just outside The Cosmos offices. It’s blustery, snowy, and
definitely not a night one would want to be out on the streets.

We’ve heard the sirens go twice since around 6:30 p.m. The snow muffles
the sound a bit, and we’re not sure if they’re from the police, the ambulance,
or the fire trucks. Actually, we’re pretty sure the second call was the fire trucks,
who burst from their garage a mere block and a half away from our office
windows. This is the kind of night that beckons fire trucks, police cars, and
ambulances. We cringe every time we hear the sound of the siren, say a silent
prayer for the person/people that are being attended to, and the person/peo-
ple doing the attending.

There’s a video circulating on Facebook at the moment - a father and son
heading to a sports game, another driver on the road. The two cars are in an
accident. Paramedics come to the rescue, and are speaking kindly to the boy
who is being loaded into the ambulance. The viewer expects a cautionary
note about safe driving, or a reveal about what one of the drivers had done
beforehand that put the situation at risk and caused the accident. The viewer
expects a scolding.What the viewer doesn’t expect is a wide shot of the side
of the ambulance as the paramedic, who has just loaded the injured boy into
the back of the vehicle, closes the back doors and is heading to the driver’s
side door, only to be bashed out of sight in a split second by a car that is driv-
ing by the scene of the accident. The video is shocking and the end totally
unexpected. Obviously what the creators intended, but their message is real
- watch out for, pull around, slow down for, be mindful of emergency vehicles
when they are on the road. 

One Letter to the Editor this week thanks the Uxbridge Fire Department
for all that it does. A letter is wonderful; a full page advertisement wouldn’t
be enough. They don’t get paid enough to go out on nights like this and deal
with the mess that others, whether on purpose or not, have left behind. Same
goes for the police and paramedics. 

Every partner, every spouse, every sibling, every mother and every father
must tense every time their emergency responder heads out the door. Will
they return? Will their heads carry some new, horrid image that could haunt
them for the rest of their lives? Will the people they go to help be okay? So
many questions that have no answer until the loved one walks, God willing,
back through the door. 

It’s a blustery, snowy night. Emergencies will no doubt occur, and people
will need help. First responders will go out into the dark night when the rest
of us are snug in our beds, and they will help. They will rescue those who
were careless, those who made bad decisions, and those who, through no
fault of their own, end up in a messy situation. These people are doing a job
that they signed up to do, true. But somehow, prying an injured child from
a car seat while standing in a swamp-water filled ditch in frigid temperatures
at three o’clock in the morning seems far more taxing than sitting at a desk
and taking phone calls all day between the hours of nine and five.
No matter the weather, be mindful of those flashing lights at the side of the

road. You never know when you may need the help of the people there.

Our two cents
True heroes

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: The Cosmos reserves the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is
not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in advertisements or any other errors or omissions in ad-
vertisements.  All material herein, including advertising design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in
any form without permission.
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While my day job in a bookstore keeps me
up-to-date with what is hot in fiction and
what is current and compelling elsewhere,
I must confess, in recent years, I have
clocked very few hours in the Sanctuary of
Shhhh! That is, until this past week.
Back in the day, my mother bundled us up

for once weekly sojourns to Cedarbrae Li-
brary. The building was a mid-century
modern masterpiece that opened in the mid
60s. Whether it actually was a masterpiece
is questionable. But in the eyes of a child
there was something about that space; its
warmth, its Dewey-Decimaled stacks of
books that I could read, or those that could
be read to me, or those I only dreamed of
one day reading. And oh, how I loved to
flip through the card catalogue drawers.
What a thrill it was to have the librarian
stamp the return date on the circulation
card   A Google search for this favourite
haunt of my childhood reveals that it has
been reimagined and renovated for a new
generation.  
School libraries were more restrictive. Vis-

its were by class and, for a chatty Cathy
character who loved books, they were tor-
ture chambers.  How could one be expected
to be quiet when all one wanted to do was
share a favourite title with a friend? Or per-
haps a giggle at the latest Judy Blume story
– they seemed so risqué at the time. 

University libraries, with their highly cu-
rated selections, were more laborious to
navigate and when reading became an ob-
ligation it ceased to be one of life’s joys. I
am sure there were students who were pas-
sionate about their field of study and never
transitioned to the dark side of required
reading. Alas, I was not so fortunate. The
stacks in the old Douglas Library at Queen’s
University in Kingston offered the best in
quiet and seclusion (although the creases on
one’s face were a dead give–away that sleep
won out over study). I remember the first
time my brother told me he had fallen
asleep in a library. Three years my senior, I
couldn’t for the life of me understand why
if he was tired he didn’t just go home for a
nap. A couple of years later, he woke me up
from a study siesta in a study carrel in the
same library to ask me the same question.

Now, as I sit here in a far-away library, I
am struck by the changes. Gone are the card
catalogues – and there is a part of me that
would like to see at least one of those on
display, if only for the nostalgia factor. My
man Dewey seemingly made the technol-
ogy cut and has been assimilated into the li-
brary’s digital catalogue. The reassuring
number ranges are still tacked up to the end
of the bookshelves. Computer stations pep-
per the facility; their flashing cursors
beckon from the search bar. 
The clientele is a motley crew cross-section

of society. Unlike the Oscars, there is no
shortage of racial diversity in this library.
Brown hair,  black hair, red hair, gray hair,
straight hair, curly hair, long hair, short hair,
covered hair and no hair are all well-repre-
sented
Technology abounds. Gawky teens sport-

ing Skullcandy headphones slouch at tables,
devices in hand. Across the room, geriatric
patrons park their walkers beside computer
work stations awash in the economical glow
of free WiFi. And in between tables are dot-
ted with a menagerie of visitors accessing
the Internet on laptops and all manner of i-
prefixed devices. Knowledge is literally in
the air. 

Regardless of all this, there is ongoing ac-
tivity in the stacks. Books are borrowed.
The library still functions at this core level
but it is clearly so much more. My time in
this library makes me realize that I have
never spent as much time in our own lovely
Uxbridge library. While I have researched
its history for one reason or another, I have
never sat and observed the comings and go-
ings of patrons in the present. I have never
considered that there, too, a technological
shift has taken place within those historic
walls.  I wonder what will I find if I venture
in and make myself comfortable and ob-
serve. 
What I have found interesting is that here,

amid the gentle buzz of small group con-
versations and the occasional beep or ding
of social media, there has been not one shh-
hhh uttered. Certainly that is an improve-
ment from my public school days. 

I’ve seen the ones with the blinds closed tight.
There are others where the lights are clearly
on night and day. And then there are the tell-
tale driveways – particularly after snowstorms
– that haven’t seen a car tire or truck tire tread
since New Year’s. Their occupants won’t be
back until April at the earliest. And they
might as well have posted a sign on their
houses: 

“Gone to Florida for the winter!”
I don’t know whether it’s because the weather

has suddenly been normal and delivered us
the snow, wind and cold that February and
March are generally supposed to. Or, maybe
it’s because the March break is just around the
corner. But a lot of my friends, neighbours,
some of hockey buddies, a few members of
my family and a number of my working col-
leagues have all bailed and gone south. I can
almost hear them testing their snorkels or
whipping their golf drivers in practice swings.
They’re into escape mode.
I know it’s going to sound as if I’m rational-

izing my sorry position of having to work here
through the winter, but I often find myself
asking: “Just what are they trying to escape?”
It can’t be the snow. Until now, there hasn’t
been any. It can’t be cold. On a few days this
winter, it’s been warmer here than in Texas or
Mississippi. Snowbirds can’t exactly be dash-
ing to the currency exchange counters State-
side to turn in their Loonies for American
greenbacks. And one can’t say that life’s been
boring here this winter (unless you’ve had sea-
son’s tickets for the Leafs’ home games). No,
the draw to the United States, least of all
Florida, has not been there. Nor, in my view,
has it ever.

In the first place, Florida is boring to look
at. Have you ever taken a good, long look at
the state’s topography? There’s nothing to it.
It’s flat as a pancake, uninterrupted by any-
thing other than palm trees, lifeguard towers
and hotel skyscrapers. Seriously, on one visit,
my wife and I went looking for a horse sta-
bling complex near the Everglades. I thought,
“Now I’ll see a change of scenery.” Well, we
travelled inland for some distance in search of
both the country address of the farm and
(what I thought would be) the eye-catching
foliage and waterways of Florida’s famous
swamp. 
We found it all right. It was more like mud-

flats occasionally accented by outcroppings of

saw grass, irrigation towers and overgrown
willows. It was so nondescript, that I actually
drove past the horse farm and farther inland
to an area of Florida that’s devoid of water,
trees and civilization. I got us lost in a no-
man’s-land of the interior of the state.

“But you’re not supposed to do anything in
Florida,” friends tell me.

OK. So, not doing anything in Florida
means sitting on a beach or by a pool. The
idea, they say, is to relax, take your mind off
things, let your heartbeat slow to normal for
a change. OK, then what? I’m not the kind of
person who sits for very long, not even to
relax. After one visit to a beach or the side of
a pool for a dip or two, I get totally bored. 

One winter back in the early 1990s when I
was writing a book, the family convinced me
to take a break from the manuscript.
“Recharge your batteries,” they told me, “and
when you go back north you’ll be so much
more productive.” Well, I agreed to join them
in Florida for a week, but I brought along the
manuscript. I worked in the morning, took a
break by the pool a few times a day, but then
returned to my computer, which I dubbed
“the Florida keys,” whenever I was bored by
the conversation around the pool. I got a full
chapter written because I’d mixed work and
pleasure.

Certainly, one of the redeeming aspects of
Florida is its tribute park to Walt Disney.
When my wife, daughters and I visited Disney
World and Epcot Center back in the 1980s, I
realized that my kids had waited eight or 10
years to enjoy the fantasy and I had waited
nearly 40 years to be an eight-year-old. It was
one Florida escape I admitted to enjoying.
Oh, and there is one other thing I enjoyed
about Florida. It was my trip to the ballgame.
You’re thinking, “baseball game.” He must be
a closet Blue Jays fan, who wouldn’t miss the
Blue Jays in spring training at Dunedin.
Right? 
Wrong. Ten times faster and much more ath-

letic than baseball is Jai Alai. Those team Jai
Alai players in Miami and Orlando are so
skilled, and the spectators so rabid about the
sport, I don’t think there’s a baseball player in
the world who could keep up. And the
Parimutuel betting was so frenzied I wondered
that such excitement was allowed there. After
all, it was boring old Florida.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Escape south to where?

GET A BAMBOO PILLOW! 

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Reg. $59.99

The Great New Way to get a
Good Night's Sleep! Antibacterial &

Hypoallergenic" 

Custom Support
to every sleeping

posture
$2999ONLY

ea.
93-0039

SAVE
50%

Writing Fitz
column by Shelagh Damus

The sanctuary of shhhh
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THIS WEEKEND
Fri., March 4: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike: 9:30 a.m. Walker

Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills. Icers and or snow-
shoes as required. Meet at parking lot on

east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km

south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Fri., March 4: World Day of
Prayer. Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
6:30 p.m. Annual ecumenical service
represented by all churches in Uxbridge.
This year’s service written by the women
of Cuba; the theme is ' Receive Children,
Receive Me'. Refreshments to follow in
the church hall. Everyone welcome. 
Sat., March 5: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Icers and or
snowshoes are a must. Meet at the road-
side parking on the west side of Conc. 6,
1.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sun., March 6: Music Fest at
Reachview Village, 10-11 a.m. All
welcome! For more info please contact jo
at 905-852-6487. 
Sun., March 6: North Durham Na-
ture & Roxy Theatres present
“The Messenger”, 4 p.m. A visually
thrilling ode to the beauty and impor-

tance of the imperiled songbird, and
what it will mean on both a global and
human level. Producer Joanne Jackson &
film participant Michael Mesure will be
there to answer questions about the film.
Tickets at Presents Presents, $10. A por-
tion of ticket sales will be donated to
North Durham Nature. Contact 905-852-
5432 for more information.

NEXT WEEK
Sat., March 12: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike.  Join
us for breakfast after the hike. No dogs
please.  Icers or snowshoes may be re-
quired.  Meet at road side parking on the
west side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton
905 830 2862

UPCOMING
Tues., March 15: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Catered Chicken
Dinner. 12 noon, Tickets: Members
$10/pp, non- members $15/pp. Dishes
will be provided. Bring a mug if you

wish. New members welcome! Member-
ship $10/ pp per year.
Wed., March 16: "The Brook
Never Sleeps" - a free environmental
program for youth 10 & up, presented by
the Uxbridge Youth Centre (UYC) and
Uxbridge Watershed Advisory Commit-
tee. Indoor/outdoor activities running
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. (rain or shine).
Come learn about Uxbridge Brook &
local ecology, search for creek creatures
& see live native turtles on display. Pre-
register by calling the UYC at 905-862-
3456.
Thurs., March 17: Lunch n’ Learn.
Navigating the Health Care Sys-
tem with Virginia Miles. 12 p.m. Pay-
what-you-can lunch catered by North
House. Presentation and Q & A continue
to 2 p.m. Phone 905-852-7016 to re-
serve a spot. 

ONGOING
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170.
Bingo every Thursday evening, 7:30.
Doors open at 6. Up to $1,200 in prize
money. Euchre every Friday evening at
7. Saturday afternoon Meat Rolls starting
at 4 p.m. All events open to the public.
Uxbridge Senior Centre VON
Smart Exercise Program. Thursdays,
2 - 3 p.m. Light exercises to improve and
strengthen muscles and joints, using a
chair if needed for support.
Soup Lunch Wednesdays at St.
Andrew's Chalmers Presbyterian
Church Hall, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay what you
can to support Loaves and Fishes Food
Bank and North House. Delicious soups
and desserts supplied by various
churches and service groups. All wel-
come. For information contact John
Gould 905-852-4753

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
6 p.m. Sunday.

COMING UP

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding areas

MOE licensed

Do you think my fans will 
remember me when I’m a has-
been, Frank?
Of course they do, Mr. Barry-

more - John Barrymore talking to
his prompter during “Barrymore” 

*****
Spend an evening with John Bar-
rymore as he reminisces about the
Golden Age of Hollywood.
e first person to call 905-852-
1900 with the correct answer to
the following question wins two
tickets to Barrymore by William
Luce, playing this weekend at the
Uxbridge Music Hall.

What was the name of the
film in which John Barry-
more starred that won the

Academy Award for 
Best Picture?

Across
1. Strip
5. TBS rival
8. Junk pile
12. It may be guided
13. "Lucy in the ___ with dia

monds" (Beatle song)
14. Compound
15. Voice level
16. Hasten
17. Mention
18. Fair
20. Winged
22. Mix breed dog
23. Thanksgiving spud
24. Renders unclear
27. Anticipate
31. Going on in years
32. Crowd disapproval sound
33. In shock
37. It might be cut by a politi 

cian
40. Another name intro
41. Street abbr.
42. Player on the links
45. Dictator, e.g.
49. Rephrase
50. Do-it-yourself ___
52. Still-life piece
53. Hubs
54. Roger Clemens' statistic
55. "___ the Nation"
56. Remnant
57. Misty May obstacle
58. Kindergartener

Down
1. Impale
2. Droop
3. Hatchback
4. Denver player
5. Bridal party members
6. Word with mask or doo
7. Nautical response, ____ cap
tain (2 words)

8. Pack up your tent and leave
9. Division
10. Speck of dust
11. Implored
19. Turned over ground
21. Calif. airport
24. Slithery creature
25. Common street name
26. Federal health agency
28. Go back
29. Gentle sound
30. Large weight
34. Rubenesque
35. Live on the edge of exis-

tence
36. Shade
37. Short taps (2 words)
38. Brown, e.g.
39. Made desolate
42. Neuter
43. ___ Eaters
44. Human parasite
46. Traveling
47. Throat
48. Yard shader
51. Infuriate
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SERVICES
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA.
The Girls Bra Boutique, Stouffville. 905-642-3339
3/24
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your
home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns. Veter-
ans welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-287-0673.
4/28
MAID EASY-CLEANING SERVICE - Affordable, re-
liable, trustworthy  consistent. Please call for an in-
house estimate. 705 228-2837 or 416 573-0996
3/10
JOHNSON GLASS AND MIRROR Fogged Thermal
Replacement, Frameless Glass Showers & Doors, Mirror
Walls, Doors & Board Doors, and more! 705-228-8237
or 416-573-0996 www.johnsonglassandmirror.ca
3/10
DO YOU WISH you could create a simple financial
routine that is easy to apply WITHOUT giving up your
lifestyle? It will BLOW YOUR MIND just how organized
& easy your money management can be! TheMoney-
Counsellor.com 905.442.8801   3/4
NEW WELDING AND FAB SHOP in Uxbridge. Lo-
cated directly north, across from Staples. All welding
repairs and custom metal fabrication with 30 years ex-
perience. Steel sales as well as aluminum & stainless.
Call or stop in & ask for Paul Barry. 905-649-0651.
ocweldingandmetal@gmail.com   3/17
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas, Gaze-
bos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and other Custom

Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood Custom
Decks, 905-852-1750, or email steve@northwoodcus-
tomdecks.ca  3/31
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary, Sec-
ondary, College, University, and Adult Learners; Read-
ing, Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments,
Masters/Doctoral Theses coach. Experienced Educator
905-852-1145.   3/10
MATH TUTOR: Grades 9 & 10 Applied. Reasonable
rates. Evenings and weekends. 416-254-3251   3/4
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance. Over
25 years experience. Reasonable rates. Self-employed
to corporate clients. Lynn Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-
852-7281  3/31
PHOTOGRAPHY & WEB DESIGN: Wedding, Event,
Portrait. Web Design for mobile, desktop. Graphic de-
sign & social media. Call Wright Web Photo, 905-852-
9520, www.wrightwebphoto.com     3/31
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality re-
pair and sales from a local, experienced professional.
Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  3/31
HOME-WATCH House Sitting Services: Dog walk-
ing/Cat sitting/Home visits. Now in our 10th year!
Heather Stewart, 905-852-8525. Email
hstewart@home-watch.ca, www.home-watch.ca   3/31
THE HOME INSPECTOR "Is Out". Attending OAHI
Education Conference this weekend! This is where to
find your professional: earning Education Credits.

James Buren BA, RHI 417-567-
4282   3/31

WANTED
LOCAL CUSTOM CON-
STRUCTION COMPANY
looking for summer help (prefer-
ably post-secondary students),
experience a definite asset, as
well as being reasonably fit.
Favourable consideration will be
given to any construction courses
in good standing. Totally profes-
sional and disciplined crew.
Please reply by email to:  4work-
ingman4@gmail.com  3/31

FOR RENT
OUTDOOR STORAGE
AVAILABLE: Uxbridge. Long or
short term. Call Paul for details,
905-649-0651   3/10

TREAT YOUR FAMILY TO A SPRING BREAK at
Sheraton’s Vistana Resort in Orlando, minutes to Disney
& Universal. Resort offers all the amenities for the fam-
ily. Two bedroom with full kitchen, dining area, easier,
dryer, plus two full bathrooms, can sleep up to eight.
Availability March 11 - 18 or March 12 - 19. $1,400/
week. 905-649-0094   3/4
UXBRIDGE: 3 bedroom suite in house with yard,
parking, A/C, appliances incl. laundry, newly decorated,
first/last, $1,275 mo. Avail. April 1,  no smoking, ref.
905 852 5014   3/4

FOR SALE
MAHOGANY TEA WAGON with glass server, excel-
lent condition. $850. 905-862-2176   3/17
NATIVE ARTS/CRAFTS: 30yr. collection. Full deer-
skins, jackets, antler carvings, old H.B. Blankets,
beaded-burned purses & bags, prints, Kachinas, wall
hanging, walking sticks, quiver, beadwork, moccasins,
dreamcatchers, many smalls and uniques. 905-649-
6309 anytime   3/24
SEASONED FIREWOOD: $150 per 16” face cord.
Delivered. 905-640-5977.   3/10

EVENTS
HOT HERBS FOR YOUR PERENNIAL GARDEN:
Free seminars at Richters Herbs, Goodwood. Join Jeff
Mason, Sun., March 6, 2-3 p.m. Always free & open to
the public. Go to www.richters.com/events for more in-
formation or call 905-640-6677.   3/4
ST. PADDY'S DAY DANCE, Fri., March 18. 8 p.m.
Uxbridge Legion, featuring The Pepper Shakers $10.
Wear Your Green!   3/17
BEGINNERS YOGA: Tin Mill Restaurant, Uxbridge.
Tuesdays, 10-11:15 a.m. Enjoy the detailed instruction
of an intimate Vinyasa Yoga class, led by Yoga Teacher,
Cricket-Olivia.    www. YogaOmUnlimited for more in-
formation.   3/17

MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at Blue
Heron Studio, 7 - 8:30 p.m. Experienced and those new
to meditation are welcome. Contact us at
ghorner@zing-net.ca.   3/24

FAMILY DOG TRAINING CLASSES – Puppy Starter
& Beginner Obedience. Private In-Home training
sessions available as well as Puppy Consultations &
Behavioural Consultations. For info or to register: K9’S
in KAHOOTS (905) 642-8289 www.k9sinkahoots.com.
4/14

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $5/week up to 20 words; $10/week up to 40 words (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Monday, 5:30 p.m. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
FURNITURE

ART

DÉCOR ANTIQUES
WE’RE YOUR #1

INVESTMENT
9269 

3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Our God has said: ‘En-
courage my people! Give
them comfort.’”

Isaiah 40:1

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

EASTER IS EARLY THIS YEAR! 
ORDER YOUR FEAST OF CHOICE TODAY!

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details



Wow!
When I am wrong, I am way

wrong, and for the most part, as fas
as the Oscars went, I blew it! Oh, I
got Di Caprio, Larson and Vikander
right, and nailed Best Director, and
both screenplays, but who thought
Mad Max - Fury Road would win
seven, SEVEN ACADEMY
AWARDS!
Spotlight became the first film since

1952 to win Best Picture with so few
awards, just two, Best Film and Best

Script, nothing else.
From the beginning, host Chris

Rock well, rocked. He took what
could have been a difficult evening
with the diversity issue - the elephant
in the room - and made it work for
him. He was funny, irreverent, classy
and totally in control, making many
great points and seeing it all in a
slightly different light. One of the
best opening monologues I have ever
heard, one of the best hosting jobs in
recent memory (with all due respect

to Whoopi, Ellen,
and Billy).

When Mad Max
- Fury Road
started its sweep
of the technical
awards, I knew
e Revenant was
in trouble. Same
thing happened
years ago with
Reds (1981); it lost
some of the major
tech awards,
which brought on
that sinking feel-
ing. By the mid-
point of the night,
Mad Max - Fury
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Judy Esmonde
Broker

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Joel Pringle
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Uxbridge,
Ontario

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696
BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
Immaculate, renos include full kitchen and
3 bathrooms, hardwood and ceramic.
Finished bsmt., interior, front and garage
doors, large lot. Peaceful Lake Scugog
community, deeded lake access

Janet Green, Sales Representative
text/call   905-439-1799
Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.soldbyjanet.ca

SEEKING RURALPROPERTY FOR
QUALIFIED BUYER TO BUILD

DREAM HOME
5-10 Acres West Side of Uxbridge Township
or North Of Stouffville.
For more information please call or email me
905-903-7965
Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative, REALTOR®

Email ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

COMING SOON TO THE
UXBRIDGE MARKETPLACE &
MLS IS 44 EWEN DRIVE

This Home is Spotless and Very Well Maintained.  
This "Tammy" Model Bungalow in The Desirable 

Testa Heights Neighbourhood is Located on a 
56 x 110 Foot Mature Lot.  

In "Move In and Unpack" Condition.  

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
Direct Cell 647-924-0975

Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

SOL
D!

New Homes Starting at $299,900
Quality All Brick Detached Homes on 40-
50ft lots starting from $299,900.  The New
Seven Meadows Community is now
offering outstanding pre-construction
pricing & $7,500 in upgrades with
Occupancy as early as Fall 2016.  
Call Joel Pringle today 800-465-7866 for
details and to view the Herbe Model Home
pictured. 
Joel Pringle
Bus. Phone: 705-426-4663

Seeking home for qualified
buyer under contract
1. Bungalow or Bungaloft 
2. Acreage - preferably 1+ or more
3. Pool or Pond desired, but not required
4. 60-90 day closing preferred
5. Under $900,000 preferred 

If your home meets the above criteria, please
call me directly at 416-556-0238. Not
intended to solicit anyone currently under
contract with another licensed salesperson.

Gerald Lawrence
Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS�
www.GeraldLawrence.com
Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Don't wait for Spring to list your house
Buyers are out looking now!!!!

For a free, confidential home evaluation call Judy.
Judy Esmonde, Broker, Manager

905-852-4338 (bus)         416-677-8709 (cell)
email: Judy-esmonde@coldwellbanker.ca

website: www.judyesmonde.com

23 Colonel Sharpe 
Crescent, Uxbridge
This home has a total of 5 bedrooms, 
4 bathrooms, over 2600 square feet plus full
finished walkout basement, in ground pool...
Newer roof, most windows, furnace, a/c unit
since 2010. Main floor office/den.  Formal
dining room and living room. Kitchen
overlooks family room. Large corner lot;
Inground sprinkler; House is wired for
security.   www.mariepersaud.ca 
Call Marie Persaud, Sales
Representative, at 416-970-8979
for more info.

SOL
D

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Oscar recap

Road had won a whopping seven
awards and shown no sign of slowing
down until it hit the wall that was
Best Cinematography, which was
won by e Revenant; Emmanuel
Lebzki winning his third consecutive
Academy Award...incredible.

Yes, Stallone lost, a huge shocker
and one that left me a little sad. He
will never be back in the race and it
would have been kind of cool to fi-
nally see Rocky get an Oscar ... and
he was terrific in the film. Alicia
Vikander was the deserved winner
for supporting actress in e Danish
Girl. Alejandro Inarritu won Best Di-
rector for e Revenant, his second
Oscar for Best Director in a row, and
that seemed to put e Revenant back
on the winning track. A few mo-
ments later, as expected, Leonardo Di
Caprio won for e Revenant and
gave one of the best speeches of the
night, a class act, and true talent. Brie
Larson won Best Actress for Room, as
she should have, a major talent on
the rise. And then Morgan Freeman
strides out to present Best Picture.
He looks at the winner and says ...
Spotlight. SPOTLIGHT!

I resist the urge to put my foot
through the TV and tell myself it was
a good, solid movie about an impor-
tant subject, smile, and let it go while
my blood boils.
It is midnight or slightly past when

I climb into bed, angry, knowing I
will not sleep for a while, raging that
e Revenant and Stallone did not
win. Eventually I calm down and
think of previous years when things
went horribly wrong and the world
kept turning. It’s just the Oscars.

ese four young ladies recently represented the Uxbridge Skating Club at
EOSIC - Eastern Ontario Section Invitational Competition - which was held
in Whitby, earning top spots in several categories and classes.  
RobynLarkan earned Silver in the Star 3 category;  Emma Tomkinson skated

to Gold in the Star 3 category;  Kaylsta Roman skated to Silver in the Star 2
category; and Carolyne Kerrigan earned a personal best score in the Senior
Silver Freestyle category. 

e club members are all very proud of the talent these young ladies have
displayed. e girls say they have truly enjoyed skating since starting in the
Learn To Skate program.

Uxbridge skaters some of the
best in Eastern Ontario

Uxbridge Skating Club skaters, from left: Robyn Larkan, Emma Tomkinson, Kalysta Roman, 
Carolyne Kerrigan  Photo by Darlene Suchy


