
A GRIZZLY CHAMPIONSHIP - The Uxbridge Grizzlies rep baseball team clinched top spot at a tournament in Niagara Falls last weekend. See sidebar for details.
Back row, from left: Coaches Jeff Marcellus, Mike Norris and Jason Bonner. Middle standing: Luke Terry and Heath Barry. Sitting, from left: Brayden Morey, Mason Bilby,
Cooper McNally, Jordan Bonner, Austin Norris, Caleb McIvor, Kevin Ionson (with trophy),Ross Clyde, Jackson Marcellus. Photo by Bill Terry

A Grizzlies finish
for rep ball 
tournament

by Roger Varley

The committee for a new animal shelter for
Uxbridge and Scugog is planning a final major
push for donations later this year.

In a delegation to council on Monday night,
committee members Ginger Jackson and Eliz-
abeth Wilson said the group has raised
$989,000 in donations and commitments so
far, with the two townships each pledging
$150,000 each. Uxbridge also has donated the
land at 5500 Lakeridge Road - a former gravel
pit - as the site for the new shelter.
Now the committee is planning on going after

donations from corporations, businesses, serv-
ice clubs and other organizations this fall to
bring the shelter closer to construction.

Ms. Wilson said the committee had aimed at
raising about $1.3 million, but added that the
final goal won't be known until the committee
receives a report from a cost consultant. She
said they want to start construction as soon as
possible "but we want to be sure we do it well."
She said the committee wants to build a 5,383
square-foot shelter that will last at least 50
years.
Ms. Wilson said the committee needs council

to come up with a time-line and commitment
to build to give potential donors an incentive.
Councillor Gordon Highet offered the sugges-
tion that fundraising from corporations might
be easier if the committee offers components
of the shelter, such as "a dog-washing room",
as incentives for donations.

Since they started fundraising in 2012, the
committee and its more than 100 volunteers
has seen contributions roll in from such events
as the In The Ruff golf tournament and the an-
nual Gimme Shelter gala nights. The most re-
cent golf tournament raised between $17,000
and $20,000.

Also at Monday night’s meeting, Bev North-
east, chair of the township's energy conserva-
tion committee, told council in a deputation
that her committee would like to see Uxbridge
declare itself a "no idling" community.

Ms. Northeast said she was not looking for
the township to pass a bylaw banning idling,
but asked that signs be posted at entrances to 

...continued on page 3

by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

The Uxbridge Grizzlies Major Rookie rep
baseball team won first place this weekend
in a Niagara Falls area tournament hosted
by Thorold Legion Minor Baseball.
The team, which is made up of eight and

nine-year old boys, went 4-1 against teams
from across the province before clinching
victory with a 17-7 win over Saugeen
Shores (Port Elgin) in the Sunday after-
noon finale.

This is the first year that the Uxbridge
Youth Baseball Association has had a team
at this level, and the tournament in Niag-
ara Falls saw the Grizzlies first win.
"They have been a joy to watch! It is fan-

tastic to see these young athletes develop
so fast from when they started practicing
in the winter to a point where they are this
competitive at a tournament," exclaims
Bill Terry, a parent of one of the young
men on the Uxbridge Grizzlies team.

Major rookie is only one level of rep
baseball. There are minor rookie, major
rookie, minor mosquito, major mosquito,
minor peewee, major peewee and higher
level teams throughout the province.
Uxbridge currently has only four teams
due to size, so not all age levels are repre-
sented - there are currently only Major
Rookie, Minor and Major Peewee, and
Midget teams here in town.

The Grizzlies play this Wednesday
evening at UxPool against the Georgina
Bulldogs, and agains the Barrie Red Sox
on July 6. Both games are at 6:30 p.m. 

For more information on the Uxbridge
Youth Baseball Association, visit www.
UYBA.ca

Animal shelter enters final phase for fundraising
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by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

John Cavers, also known to many around
Uxbridge and beyond as Superman, is experi-
encing a patriotic moment right at this very
moment. On Monday, a 2017 calendar enti-
tled “Wolves”, published by Richmond Hill
publisher Firefly Books, was released, and it
features one of John’s photographs on the
cover. e same photograph is highlighted for
the month of July. 
“I saw the shot and was just lucky,” says John.

“In a second, she had moved. It was just a
lucky shot. It’s the eyes that do it.”
e photograph was taken at the Wolf Centre

up in at the Haliburton Forest and Wildlife
Reserve, where a family of wolves has been liv-
ing for at least 20 years. John has been travel-
ing to the Reserve for the past five years,
capturing photos of the wolves at all stages of
life, including when they are just pups, to fren-
zied feeding times and dramatic displays of
dominance and submission in fights that es-
tablish the hierarchy within the pack.

John placed the photo on his National Geo-
graphic website, where it was seen and picked
up by Firefly Books for the purpose of using
in the calendar. When he got an email from
the photo editor of National Geographic that
Firefly wanted to use the photo, which features

a mother wolf and her 10-week old
female pup, he was thrilled.

“To be recognized for that is really
special. To be on the inside is one
thing, but to be on the cover? Wow!”
e calendar will be available across

Canada in national bookstore chains,
Costco, and other large retailers. It is
also available now at Blue Heron
Books, and if anyone would like a
signed copy of the calendar, the
bookstore will put John in touch with
the customer to arrange and have the
calendar signed.
To see a complete catalgue of all the

shots John has submitted to National
Geographic, visit yourshot.national-
geographic.com/profile/180623/
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A picture-perfect patriotic moment

Uxbridge photographer John Cavers poses with a recently released 2017 calendar that features one of his popular nature
photos on its cover. Photo by John Cavers
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Summer lesson time
slots have become 
available with 
Jennifer Neveu

905-852-8048
All ages

jennifer.neveu@yahoo.ca

Bike ride along a very
young highway

by Eleanor Todd
Goodwood

It’s there among some essays I
wrote in high school, but it has no
teacher’s corrections so it was never
handed in. I was quite aware that
I’d overdone it,  gushing ecstatically
over the glorious sights and sounds
and smells that signified my native
land.

I wrote that paean to Canada
while I was still euphoric over my
memorable, possibly even historic,
bicycle ride on the Macdonald-
Cartier Freeway. at’s right –
Highway 401. I was a recent trans-
plant to the city and longed for the
fresh air of the open countryside,
so one Sunday morning in spring I
convinced my younger brother to
join me on a surprise visit to our fa-
ther in Brougham.

By the time we had peddled all
the way to Daddy’s place, there
wasn’t a lot of time left for visiting,
so we decided that it made more
sense to spend the night in
Brougham and head back to the
city in the morning.  And, if we set
out early enough, we might even
get to school before the bell.

Oh, what an exhilarating ride we
had! It was downhill all the way to
Pickering. en we thought we’d

try that new highway being built
south of Kingston Road. It was
wonderful, so flat and so smooth;
and I don’t recall that there was any
traffic to speak of. I’m wondering
now if that first section of the 401
had even been officially opened.

My brother made it to school on
time but I was late because I went
home first to change my clothes.
My good spirits held for the rest of
the day however, because my gym
teacher, who had little time for
unathletic students, was on Late
Slip Duty that morning and I
could see that she was impressed
with my unusual excuse for late-
ness.

Serving Canada with pride

by Victoria Adamson
Uxbridge  

I felt patriotic the day I joined the
Wrens, (Women's Division of the
Royal Canadian Navy) during
WWII. But much more so the day
I graduated from Basic Training,
and we had a parade, etc., to cele-
brate.  My pride to be serving my
country of Canada was just over-
whelming, and I sang "Oh
Canada" with gusto that day many
years ago, at age 18.

Cosmos readers share their most
patriotic moments

Council news, from page 1

Uxbridge asking people not to let
their vehicles idle. She also said she
would like to see council push the re-
gion to put more roundabouts into
the township and for Uxbridge to in-
stall more "Yield" signs in place of
stop signs, all with the goal of reduc-
ing air pollution. She also called for
lower speed limits on township
roads.

"These are simple but important
steps to reduce air pollution," she
said.

Ms. Northeast also noted that her
committee has visited all schools in
the township to promote tree plant-
ing, leading Mayor Gerri Lynn O'-
Connor to note that she has asked
that more money for township tree
planting be put into next year's
budget.
Mrs. Northeast said the energy con-

servation committee, started in May
2015, has also been involved in an
information and education cam-
paign for residents and students on
energy conservation and recycling,
noting that recycling refuse has "flat-
lined" in the last few years.

Council adopts pot recommenda-
tions: In a report to council, consult-
ant Elizabeth Howson
recommended changes to the town-
ship's Official Plan and zoning by-
laws to allow for the production of
medical marijuana on agricultural
land.
Ms. Howson noted that two poten-

tial producers of medical marijuana
have approached council seeking let-
ters of "no objection" as part of the
process required to obtain a licence
from the federal Ministry of Health.

The recommended amendments to
the OP and the zoning bylaw would
set certain conditions on such pro-
ducers, including minimum separa-
tion of similar operations, minimum
acreage required, the mandatory
construction of living quarters for
on-site caretakers and other require-
ments.
Councillor Dave Barton, noting the

possibility that the federal govern-
ment might legalize production of
marijuana in the near future, asked
if the amendments would then not
have any effect. Ms. Howson said she
didn't believe such a move on the
federal government's part would lead
to "open season" for producers.
"We would still have parameters set

on where and how it can be pro-
duced," she said.

When Mr. Barton suggested legal-
izing marijuana production would
remove the need for the term "med-
ical marijuana", Mr. Howson said
the amended OP and zoning bylaws
would merely have to be modified to
remove the term "medical".

Council passed Ms. Howson's rec-
ommendations.
On a lighter note, at the beginning

of the council session, Mayor O'-
Connor surprised resident Gail
Sanderson with a small gift and her
thanks for Ms. Sanderson's interest
in council affairs.
The mayor noted that Ms. Sander-

son attends practically every meeting
of council, almost always has ques-
tions for council in the question pe-
riod and is something of an official
photographer because she always has
her camera with her to take photos
of presentations and recognition cer-
emonies.

While there is no substitute for fair
weather, some new and some old at-
tractions are in the works for visitor
enjoyment at the 152nd Uxbridge
Fall Fair. e theme for this year’s fair
is “Women In Agriculture.” ere
will be several new food vendors to
help patrons enjoy the show and sus-
tain energy levels,  while traditional
favourites such as the Baby Show,
Apple Pie Contest and Auction and
General Exhibits Tent will return.
is year’s Fair Cruise-In will be on

September 11, with registration start-
ing at 11. Also, the Leaf Blower Soc-
cer Game, initiated last year for the
entertainment of fans awaiting the
start of the Demolition Derby, will be
back by popular demand. 
Sponsorship and donation response

has been excellent. Some sponsorship
possibilities are still available. If inter-
ested in sponsoring the Fall Fair, con-
tact sponsoruxbridgefair@gmail.com
or call 647-261-9242.

Fall Fair plans moving
along well
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We are happy to announce that
Uxbridge Historical Centre’s Family
Kite Festival on June 19 was a won-
derful success! Thank you to every-
one who came out to the festival and
made this first annual event such a
fantastic day!   

We would like to send out a huge
thank you to everyone who helped
make this such a great event,  donat-
ing their time and supplying refresh-
ments and prizes for the event. The
Healthy Kids Community Chal-
lenge, Perla Dentistry, Uxbridge
Recreation Department and many
volunteers made this free event pos-
sible, and we appreciate all of their
support. Also, thanks to local media
that helped us promote the event!

And, of course, thank you to every
family that came to the Uxbridge
Historical Centre and celebrated Fa-
ther’s Day with us! We hope you had
as much fun as we did. We are look-
ing forward to next year’s Family Kite
Festival. Hope to see you there!
Uxbridge Historical Centre Staff 

Nancy Marr, Curator
Rachel Sutherland, 
Assistant Curator

There can be no better example of
why we have to be wary of the com-
mentariat than Roger Varley. “Amer-
icans are stupid”, he roars in his piece
“Stupid Is As Stupid Does” (June 16

edition of “Am I wrong?”).   
The greatest country in the world,

the one that gives us most of the fash-
ions we wear, the books we read, the
music we listen to, the pharmaceuti-
cals we use, the TV shows we watch,
the one who’s science leads the world,
the one that protects and defends us,
yeah that country, he would have us
believe, is populated by stupid peo-
ple! And the reason for this inane re-
mark is the intensity of Varley’s
dislike of one Donald Trump.
Contrary to what you’ve heard in the
mass media, Donald Trump has sup-
port across all gender, race, and age
demographics, but it is true that the
single best predictor of his support is
the absence of a college degree. His
support is skewed toward male,
white, uneducated, and poor. He
wins big time amongst voters who
makes less than $50,000 a year.
These are the people who have been
tossed on the scrap heap of globaliza-
tion, free trade, and the dissolution
of American manufacturing. The
mortality rate of middle-age white
men has grown since 1980 and em-
ployment and real wages have fallen.
Most importantly, they have come to
feel powerless as they have been dis-
carded by the American liberal estab-
lishment of Barack O’Bama and
Hilary Clinton because they have not
suffered the same historical discrimi-

nation as women or blacks. They are
angry, scared, and fear immigration
because they see it as taking away
their jobs. But they are not stupid,
and Varley’s suggestion that they are
is one of the greatest journalistic
atrocities I have ever read. Trump has
given these people a voice. He is the
messenger, not the message.
I do not support Donald Trump but

he represents 35 - 40 per cent of
American voters. We do not need to
like him, but we do need to under-
stand his popularity. I resent Varley’s
article because it is immoderate and
bombastic, like Trump, and is writ-
ten without a political reference
point, without analysis and synthesis,
and with no small amount of conde-
scension. Compromise is the founda-
tion of western democratic systems,
but increasing partisanship and po-
larization of attitude makes compro-
mise more difficult and gets in the
way of finding pragmatic solutions.
Varley’s uncompromising mindset
towards Trump and the people who
support him makes him part of the
problem, not the solution.

Malcolm Thistle
Uxbridge

The editor would like to note that “Am
I wrong?” is a regularly featured opin-
ion column written by Roger Varley,
and is not to be read as a news item.

Letters to the Editor

It’s widely known that sporting a Canadian flag on your backpack or travel
gear while touring the world can gain you instant respect and camaraderie
almost anywhere. Heck, even people of other nations who aren’t Canadian
will put a red and white maple leaf flag on their kit, just to earn the perks
and admiration that the world bestows upon us northern folk. But sometimes
flashing the flag is a little too much. Sometimes it’s more fun to quietly drop
the information that you come from the second largest country in the world
into a conversation, and wait for the pause that inevitably comes before
“Ohmigod! You’re Canadian!?”

This was a common refrain when I (the editor) lived in Switzerland from
1997 until 2003. I didn’t run around with a Canadian tee-shirt on all time,
or wave a huge flag from the balcony of my flat. No, it was more fun to tease
people that I met with my (supposed) accent and have them guess where I
might be from. I was the manager and head teacher at an ESL school for the
first few years I lived in Luzern, and very few of my students guessed right
off that I was from Canada. The States was always the first guess, followed
quite often by England, South Africa, and occasionally, Australia. I’d smile
and tell them, no, I was from Canada. At which time students would practi-
cally leap out of their seats and exclaim “Canada? Oh, that’s so cool! Tell me,
do you...” and the questions would begin. It was almost as if being from
Canada was so special, so magical, that there was no possible way the person
sitting in front of them could be from that fabled land. Canadians are very
well regarded in Switzerland.

The best moment, though, occurred one evening as I was walking home
from the train station after visiting Zurich. A young couple stopped me and
asked me in very halting English if I could help, they were lost. They needed
help finding a particular hotel, and because it was easier to show rather than
tell, I walked them to their destination. Along the way we chatted about
where they were visiting from (Korea), how long they were staying in Luzern
(the night) and where were they off to next (Austria). When we reached the
hotel entrance, they asked why a Swiss person spoke such good English. “I’m
not Swiss,” I replied. “I’m Canadian, and I live here.” The woman’s eyes welled
up with tears as she took my hands in hers and said “We always hear Cana-
dians they are special and good. But now we meet one, and they are even
better. They are angels!” I was a bit bewildered by her reaction - I’d only
walked a little ways to a hotel with them, after all. But as I wandered home,
I realized that I was likely the first real Canadian this woman from Korea had
met, and now, because of me, she would hopefully forever think that this was
what all Canadians were like. The feeling that I had just represented an entire
country landed on me quite heavily, and I felt like I glowed red and white
the rest of the walk home. 
We are relatively small in population, we are big on land mass and politeness.

And we must do everything we can to maintain the good reputation we hold
on the world stage. Every time we represent Canada somewhere in the world,
whether it be on a side street in Luzern, a military base in Afghanistan, or
the Opening Ceremonies at the Rio Olympics, may we always remember
who we are, where we’re from, and the special that goes with that.

Our two cents
A certain kind of special
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Did you know that electricity de-
mand has fallen by 13 per cent in
Ontario since 2005, while over the
same time period the population
has increased by eight per cent?

Did you know, the development
of new energy efficient technolo-
gies is driving down the electricity
demand in many western jurisdic-
tions?

Did you know that the Ontario
Power Generation and Bruce
Power get to pass on their capital
cost overruns to you the taxpayers?

Did you know that Pickering
Nuclear 2014 operative costs were
8.16 cents per KWh, which is
more than double the average mar-
ket price of electricity at 3.60 cent
per Kwh?

Did you know that every nuclear
power project in Ontario history
has gone massively over budget on
average 2.5 times and that the tax-
payer is still paying for it?

e Energy Conservation Com-
mittee is a committee of council in
the Township of Uxbridge. Its vi-
sion statement is “Energy Conser-
vation Now and for the Future”.

Do You Know What Green Is? by the Energy Conservation Committee
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In the Letters to the Editor section today, you
will see a response to my recent "Stupid is as
stupid does" column.
The letter writer says my column was "inane"

and a journalistic atrocity and goes on to say
America cannot be populated by stupid people
because it is the "greatest country in the
world". Really? In the latest rankings I can find,
the Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) ranks the U.S.
36th in math skills, 25th in reading and 28th
in science. (As an aside on that science statistic,
a survey in 1999 found 20 per cent of Ameri-
cans believed the sun revolved around the
Earth!) The World Health Organization ranks
the U.S. health system in 37th place. The UN
ranks the U.S. 12th in its human development
index, which takes into consideration life ex-
pectancy, educational attainment and income.
Not only that, but the U.S. is the only indus-
trialized nation in the Western world that does
not have parental leave programs or guaranteed
paid vacation time for workers.
Hardly what I would call the greatest country

in the world.
But let's move on to the main thrust of the

discussion: my contention that those support-
ing Donald Trump in his presidential bid are
stupid. The letter writer points out that the ma-
jority of those supporters are white, male, un-
educated and poor.
First, being poor is no excuse for being uned-

ucated. Just about every community I know of
has a public library. My uncle grew up in an ex-
tremely poor working class neighbourhood in
Birmingham where violence and crime were
rife. When he finished elementary school, like
most kids in that neighbourhood at that time,
he had to go to work at the age of 14: further
formal education was out of the question. But
he read voraciously and educated himself. On
a visit to San Francisco many, many years later,
he was telling the tour guide things the tour
guide didn't know about his own city. He
earned a black belt in judo, was commodore of
the RAF sailing club in Egypt and, although an
atheist, could cite the Bible chapter and verse.
Being poor didn't make him uneducated or
stupid.

Secondly, Donald Trump acknowledged that
he loves "the poorly educated". For good rea-
son: most of them don't have the wherewithal
to challenge his outright lies and twisting of
facts. Trump tells his supporters Hilary Clinton
will scrap the Second Amendment if she's
elected and they believe him, without stopping

to consider just how difficult it is to change the
constitution and how impossible it is for one
person to do it unilaterally.

Thirdly, being mostly white, male, unedu-
cated and poor, his supporters easily buy into
his racism and misogyny. He's the messenger,
not the message? Maybe, but the message he's
giving them is that it is acceptable to blame im-
migrants, Mexicans and Muslims for them
being, in the letter writer's words, "tossed on
the scrap heap of globalization, free trade, and
the dissolution of American manufacturing."
Are Trump’s supporters so stupid as to believe
the aforementioned groups were responsible for
moving manufacturing oversees, for signing the
free trade deals, for globalization?
The supporters also believe Trump is just like

them, that he's running for them. Really? New
figures released on his campaign spending so
far indicate that almost 10 per cent of the
money spent on his campaign has been paid di-
rectly to Trump businesses, including paying
rent to himself for using his own home and
paying expenses for members of his family.     
And then there's the gun debate: These poor,

uneducated whites love their guns. And when
it comes to defending their Second Amend-
ment rights, stupidity knows no bounds.

In a recent Facebook exchange sparked by a
post by a Republican congressman about the
Democrats' sit-in in the Senate, a person I
know, commenting on the crazy gun culture in
the U.S. said "Thank God I live in Canada." A
woman responded: "You really shouldn't say
'thank God', that's hate speech towards Mus-
lims and in Canada you will be in jail for that."
Obviously, she's too stupid to know that Mus-
lims, Christians and Jews all worship - and
thank - the same god of Abraham.
Another person commented: "This is my con-

stitutional right that is being infringed. You
don't blame the car for a drunk driver killing
someone. Right?" Silly me replied: "But you do
set speed limits, right? So set limits on maga-
zine capacity." The response that reply elicited
is absolutely mind-boggling. "First of all, some
one can inflict as much damage with two 15
round magazines as they can with one 30
round magazine. By your logic of limiting mag-
azine capacity, should we too limit the number
of times you go to church in the year, or limit
the number of words a journalist writes? I'm
pretty sure you would say that is infringement."
To me, that response is a textbook example of

stupidity.
Tell me, am I wrong?

It was one of the quickest checkpoint passages
I think I’ve ever experienced. Not that the se-
curity officer wasn’t thorough. Not at all. First
he asked us about the nature of our visit. We
said we wanted to visit the Canada Gallery just
beyond the checkpoint. Next, he asked to scan
my backpack. No problem there. Then, I of-
fered my passport.
“Canadians?” the security guard said.
I nodded and in we went. My wife and I had

just gone through the security check at Canada
House, in London, England. Moments before,
we had emerged from the National Art Gallery
on the north side of Trafalgar Square – the one
dominated by a 52-metre high column featur-
ing a sculpture of Horatio Nelson, Britain’s
great war hero, atop it. Well, adjacent to the
gallery and off to the Admiral’s one side is the
Canadian High Commission. We noticed that
the Canada Gallery was open and thought we’d
get a taste of home for a few minutes. And it
was worth it. In the gallery we saw paintings by
Emily Carr and masks by First Nations artists.
But our little expedition wasn’t over. We kind
of hoped against hope that the High Commis-
sion office might allow the travel group we were
leading around London into the facilities for a
personally guided tour. Our request went up-
stairs.

“We’ll do the best we can,” responded Public
Diplomacy Counsellor Brigitte Duchesne, who
came down from her office to see us personally. 
A couple of days later, when Londoners by the
thousands celebrated the Queen’s 90th birthday
right across the city, Ms. Duchesne welcomed
about 25 members of our tour group through
the very same security gate, but then beyond
the Canada Gallery to see the inner premises of
Canada’s oldest diplomatic posting – estab-
lished in 1880, and located on Trafalgar Square
since 1923. In addition to administering much
of the immigration from Asia and the Middle
East, Canada House acts as a reception facility
for Canadian government dignitaries while in
the United Kingdom. Indeed, earlier the same
day we got our guided tour, Governor General
David Johnston had visited. During his stay,
Johnston accepted a wooden rocking horse
named “Burmese,” in honour of the Queen’s
favourite steed.

“She’s just visiting,” Brigitte Duchesne said.
“She’s a gift from Queen Elizabeth to the
RCMP paying them back for all the years
they’ve provided her horses.”
As charming as that moment was, the Canada

House representative offered an additional in-

sight. At the back of the beautifully crafted and
finished rocking horse, we learned, was a hid-
den compartment in Burmese’s rump specially
designed to hold Canadian maple syrup. Next,
we were led past a royal chair donated by King
George V, and then through a recently opened
exhibit of paintings (on plywood) comple-
mented by written tributes to British war brides
of the Second World War. Then, it was up the
floating staircase to view some of the rooms
commemorating Canada’s prime ministers and
others named after the country’s provinces on
the upper floors.

We visited the B.C. Room, the Nova Scotia
Room and eventually the largest rooms (be-
cause each province is assigned a room roughly
comparable to the province’s relative geo-
graphic size within Canada) named in honour
of Quebec and Ontario. What made each stop
memorable was the fact that the décor in each
of the provincial rooms reflected that province
in every way. The B.C. Room contained only
art from B.C. The furnishings in the Ontario
and Quebec rooms – from the floor covering
to the wood in the boardroom table – were in-
digenous to those provinces. When we visited
the room commemorating Prime Minister
John A. Macdonald, the carpet motif had a
light colour on one half, and a dark colour on
the other half.
“Only white wine is served on the light side of
the carpet and red wine on the dark,” Duchesne
added tongue in cheek.
When we strolled through the Laurier Room

atop Canada House, we were invited to step
outside to a terrace which gave us a panoramic
view of many of the iconic sights of downtown
London – St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster,
and the relatively new London Eye ferris wheel.
Several of us noticed some piled-up boxes on
an adjoining rooftop. “Oh, those are our bee-
hives,” our guide said. With bees imported
from Canadian apiaries, no doubt.

With all the talk of Brexit this week, it was a
pleasant distraction to recall at least one exam-
ple of the U.K. preserving ties with a long-time
ally and Commonwealth partner. I know a
rocking horse gift to the RCMP and beehives
on the rooftop of Canada House in London
may not seem like much, next to international
trade associations. But, especially with Canada
Day coming up, I think it’s comforting to see
that a tangible relationship between England
and Canada persists.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

A little taste of Canada in London

Smile - It’s
Canada Day!

Happy Birthday,
Canada! 

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

A stupid response



by Nancy Melcher

While the exact origins of the game
are unknown, there are historic ref-
erences to a game played with sticks
and balls called “hokie” as early as
1573. Skaters on the ames River
near London were using curved
sticks to hit a barrel “bung” in
1796. is description of “hockey”

was written in England in 1799: “I
must now describe to you the game
of Hockey; we have each a stick
turning up at the end. We get a
bung. ere are two sides one of
them knocks one way and the other
side the other way. If any one of the
sides makes the bung reach that end
of the churchyard it is victorious.” 

In 1825, Arctic explorer John

Franklin wrote, “e game of
hockey played on the ice was the
morning sport," describing the ac-
tions of his men on Great Bear Lake
during one of his Arctic expedi-
tions. e Mi’kmaq First Nations
also played a stick-and-ball game in
eastern Canada at the time of Eu-
ropean contact. 
e very first indoor hockey game

was played in Montreal in 1875,
using a flat circular piece of wood.
Eighteen years later, Lord Stanley’s
coveted trophy, the Dominion
Hockey Challenge Cup, was
awarded to the Montreal Hockey
Club. It remains the symbol of
hockey greatness, but has been
joined more recently by Olympic
gold medals as recognition of excel-
lence in the sport. 

I was fortunate enough to attend
the 1972 Canada-Russia “Summit
Series” in Toronto. My father gen-
erously gave me a pair of tickets to
the game at Maple Leaf Gardens.
When we emerged from the sub-
way at College Station, joining the
throng of fans headed east along
Carlton Street, scalpers were very
interested in our front-row seats.
We declined their offers ($150 each
– add a zero now!) and kept our
seats, just inside the goal line! With
Team Canada rallying to win that
contest, we enjoyed our ringside
seat, and closely watched all but one
of the night’s goals land in that net.
Hoarse but ecstatic, we were pretty
proud Canadians heading home! 
However, my “Most Patriotic Mo-

ment” came in the winter of 2010.
It was the final contest of the Van-
couver Olympics, and a classic

Canada-USA rivalry. ree days
earlier the Canadian Women’s team
had defeated the US team, main-
taining their place as the top female
team in the world. Canada’s “Own
the Podium” program had pro-
duced a record number of medal-
ists, and the pressure was intense on
the Men’s team to win the gold
medal. We all know how that game
ended (thank you, Sidney Crosby)!

My family was out of town cross-
country skiing, and we watched the
game with friends to its exhilarating
finish in overtime. Driving home
late, we chatted about the game,
about Canada’s success in so many
different sports in e Games, and
the dedication of the athletes and
coaches to achieve excellence
against such fierce competition.
Driving through Greenbank, we
were greeted by a dozen young,
flag-waving residents, hooting and
cheering as we passed by. Once
home, the celebration continued.
Folks were out in cars and pickups,
driving through town with flags
waving, horns honking and every-
one cheering our victory! It was SO
uncharacteristic of us Canadians to
(literally) blow our own horns, but,
darn it all, it sure felt good! 
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• Road building materials • Washed aggregates • Limestone products

I AM Canadian (and darned proud of it)



ployed, paying taxes and volunteer-
ing in my community, I exercised
that right. If Trudeau had changed
that rule by grandfathering the right
to vote to those Brits already here, I
would have agreed. But it is uncon-
scionable to disenfranchise someone
overnight. So I became a Canadian
to restore my right to vote. Having
said that, I am proud to call myself
Canadian.
inking of all these things in rela-

tion to the question, I finally came
up with an answer: I believe my most
patriotic moment came a couple of
years ago when I wrote a column say-
ing I was going to stop standing for
the playing of “O Canada” at
Uxbridge Bruins hockey games. My
reasoning was that Canada's sover-
eignty was under attack from various
quarters, and, despite the words of
our national anthem, no one seemed
to be standing on guard for Canada.
I thought that by not standing for

the anthem, I might in some small
way draw attention to the problem.
Not standing for the anthem was to
be my way of standing on guard for
Canada. To me, that is patriotism.
To everyone else, though, it was de-

cidedly unpatriotic and I paid a
heavy price for that stand. I regret the
fallout from that column, but I am
not sorry that I wrote it. It is quite

likely there will be similar fallout re-
sulting from this piece. So be it. But
surely, true patriot love means caring
about one's country enough to speak
out when one believes that country
is being threatened.

So when you are singing our na-
tional anthem on July 1, think about
the words and ask yourself: "Am I
standing on guard?"

by Roger Varley

"What do you recall as being your
most patriotic moment?" It's not as
easy to answer this question as I first
imagined it might be.

For one thing, I'm not your flag-
waving, red-wearing, rah-rahing, jin-
goistic type of patriot. My patriotism
consists of trying to lead a reasonably
quiet, useful life, contributing to my
community by volunteering in small
ways and speaking out whenever I
see what I deem to be injustices and
inequities.

To me, patriotism is not trooping
out members of the armed services at
the start of football and hockey
games, it is treating them with re-
spect and compassion after they have
finished their service. Patriotism is
not racing around the streets, flags
waving and horns honking, because
some Canadian sports team or other
has won some international event.

For me, I feel most proud of being
a Canadian when I see the likes of
Terry Fox, a young man who put
himself through an extreme test of
endurance simply to try and better
the lives of other people; when I see
the likes of newscasters Lloyd
Robertson and Harvey Kirck kicking
off a spur-of-the-moment fund-rais-
ing campaign following Terry Fox's
death and raising $20 million for his
cause almost overnight, the forerun-
ner of the annual Terry Fox runs of
today; when I see the likes of Rick
Hansen, who emulated Terry Fox
with his round-the-world Man in
Motion tour.

I feel proud when I see the likes of
Elijah Harper, who followed his con-
science and practically single-hand-
edly killed the Meech Lake Accord

because Canada's aboriginals had not
been consulted.

But all that is feeling pride in the
accomplishment of others; they are
not MY most patriotic moments,
which is the way I interpret the orig-
inal question.

Some might think that the day I
was sworn in as a Canadian would be
my most patriotic moment, but I
don't. Yes, I chose to become a
Canadian citizen, but for one reason:
then Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau
had simply taken away my right to
vote. Years ago, people who came
from Great Britain to live in Canada
automatically had the right to vote
in Canadian elections. Trudeau
changed that, and fair or unfair, that
was the rule in place. And since I
contributed to Canada by being em-
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Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

Proud to be All-Canadian!Proud to be All-Canadian!
We Have
Fireworks!
We Have
Fireworks!

We're Closed Fri., July 1

Wishing everyone a safe
and happy Canada Day

Michelle
Maynard
Sales Representative, ASA

cell 416-803-7556
email:

houseandhomegta@gmail.com
houseandhomegta.com

GALLO REAL ESTATE LTD.,
BROKERAGE

©Cosmos Publishing inc.

• 17 years experience in Durham Region
• Always professional
• Timely communications
• Competitive rates
• Always con,dential
• Goes the extra mile to serve you
• Free consultations/evaluations

Personalized
Customer Service...
Because I Care.

Happy Birthday
Canada!

Robert Reimers Architect Ltd.We help you build your business. Scope of work we design for you: Leaseholdimprovements, farm buildings, commercial,institutional, multi residential, (ire and OBCanalysis, permit applications.Call us at 905 862 3649

2-38 Toronto St. N.
Uxbridge
ON   L9P 1E6

905-852-3184
Fax 905-852-9040

www.investsmart.ca

Have a safe and enjoyable Canada
Day with your family and friends!

Not an easy question

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

WE’LL BE AT ELGIN PARK ON CANADA DAY
STOP BY FOR THE ULTIMATE BBQ TREAT!
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WE SALUTE OUR SENIORS 
ON CANADA DAY!

THEY HELPED BUILD,
DEFEND AND GROW THIS
WONDERFUL COUNTRY!

3 Norm Goodspeed Drive,
Uxbridge ON   L9P 0B7

905 852 6777
Toll free

1 888 852 6778
butternutmanor.com

by Helen Harrison

It was June, 1939, when King George VI and
his consort, Queen Elizabeth, first visited
Canada, travelling from coast to coast by rail.
It was an exciting time, like a breath of fresh air,
as most people were loyal Monarchists. e
country was just beginning to emerge from the
Great Depression years. Times had been diffi-
cult and often bleak.
e news that the Royal

Train would have a 15
minute stopover at the
Zephyr Station was re-
ceived with much antici-
pation. e station was
located on Zephyr Road,
just west of Conc. 2. e
reason for the stop was to
take on water, as all loco-
motives at that time were
powered by steam.

People from all over the
Townships of Scott,
Uxbridge, and almost
everywhere else began to
gather early on June 6.
Dressed in their finest,
and arriving on a variety
of conveyances, the crowd
just kept getting larger. It
was quite a display in an
otherwise forested and
marshy area.

After what seemed to
have been a very long
time, a big voice called
out, "Keep well back from the tracks. e train
is coming!" e locomotive, pulling several
coaches coloured royal blue with gold trim,
puffed and hissed into the station, and stopped.
Immediately a small man appeared at a side
door. I soon learned that it was e Right Ho-
nourable Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of
Canada. He greeted everyone warmly. 

“Ladies and gentlemen, I am very pleased to
see so many of you here this morning. I bring

you greetings from e Government of
Canada. If you will move to the rear of the
train, the King and Queen  will be waiting on
the platform to greet you.” 
e crowd moved en masse.
My mother was carrying my two year-old sis-

ter, and I immediately let go of her hand, and
ran along with the crowd. Fortunately a neigh-
bour lady saw my escape, scooped me up and

walked to within a few
feet of the royal couple.
e King was busy pho-
tographing the hoards of
people. e Queen was
resplendent in a pale pink
floor length gown with a
tiara that glittered in the
sun. I was enthralled.
Being an unpredictable
child, at that point I
lunged forward, perhaps
to try to get beside them,
I don't know. Immedi-
ately the Queen stepped
forward, reached out her
hand should I fall. I was
being held in a very firm
grip, so that, fortunately,
did not happen. e
Queen stepped back into
position, and resumed
waving to the crowd, all
in a matter of seconds. (I
often wondered if the
King had caught this inci-
dent on his camera.) is
show of caring is the same

quality I have observed often in their daughter,
our present Queen Elizabeth II. Is it any won-
der her reign has been so successful?

All too soon, the Royal Train was on its way
to encounter another crowd further down the
tracks. is had been an occasion for all, who
perhaps for the only time in their lives had the
opportunity to meet the Royals up close and
personally. A Banner Day indeed!

A royally inspired patriotic moment



with Deirdre Gibson

e longest day of the year in
Canada was last week, on  June 21.
Not only did we all enjoy the long
lovely hours of sunlight, but all
Canadians celebrated National Abo-
riginal Day.  Established 20 years ago
(just like the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge), it was a day to recognize
and celebrate the unique heritage, di-
verse cultures and outstanding con-
tributions of First Nations, Inuit and
Métis people.
e Rotary Club of Uxbridge is also

considering how it can contribute to
the process of reconciliation that is
occurring across Canada. Rotarians
in five districts across southern On-
tario have created a special initiative
called “Honouring Indigenous Peo-
ple” or HIP.  e intent is to honour
indigenous people by supporting
their educational efforts and encour-
aging all Canadians to be aware of
indigenous issues, history and cul-
ture. e projects tend to be small
but are targeted towards and based
on what the community asks for.
e projects are often done as part-
nerships with other groups. e Ro-
tary Club of Uxbridge has joined
HIP to contribute to this collective
journey. 

In the past we have supported the
efforts of “Hope ru Hockey” by
collecting hockey equipment for the
remote First Nation community of
Weagamow. More recently, the Club
contributed to the construction of a
new playground in Neskantaga
northern reserve in time for spring.
is was a great example of collabo-
ration, as several Rotary Clubs (in-
cluding Uxbridge), a family
foundation, an anonymous donor
and the band itself, raised the funds
needed to build the playground.

In May we contributed to e
Dolly Parton Imagination Library,
which provides one book a month to
vulnerable children from the ages
zero to five years, a key period of
neurologic development. e Rotary

Club was the first to donate to the
HIP collaborative agreement with
this Foundation, OISE and the Na-
tive Child and Family Services of
Toronto to provide these books to
approximately 300 indigenous chil-
dren in the GTA.
Would you and your family like to

enjoy a unique cultural experience
this summer? en plan to attend
the Chippewas of
Rama First Nation
Pow Wow in Orillia
on August 20 and 21.   

From engagement
through education,
health or sports initia-
tives as fostered with
HIP, the Rotary Club
will continue to ex-
plore projects that can
be supported next
year. e Rotary Club
of Uxbridge remains
committed to effec-
tive use of every dollar
raised, so careful con-
sideration of potential
projects has already
begun. Engagement

6 and under FREE. Funds raised provide
scholarships for 4 H members continuing
on to post-secondary education.

UPCOMING
Sat., July 16: Full-day workshop
for people caring for someone
with Alzheimer’s Disease, or a re-
lated dementia. Uxbridge Public Library,
lower level.  $10 (refreshments & pizza
lunch incl.) Register at 905-576-2567, 1-
888-301-1106, or email information
@alzheimerdurham.com

ONGOING
Tours of Uxbridge Historical Cen-
tre, Wednesday to Sunday, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., until Sept. 25. Learn about the
history of Uxbridge Township. Uxbridge’s
newest piece of public art is being cre-
ated on the grounds. Watch ‘An
Uxbridge Story in Stone’ take shape,
meet sculptor Fly Freeman. Visit uxbridge-

historicalcentre.com for details or contact
905-852-5854 or email
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca. 7239
Conc. 6, just north of the roundabout.
The Friends Meeting House is open
to the public the first Sunday of the
month, June - Sept., 1 - 4 p.m.
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170. Eu-
chre every Friday evening at 7p.m.

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.
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THIS WEEKEND
Sun., July 3: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15 a.m.
An excellent venue for anyone who
wants to hone their skills, be it dancing,
music, the written word.  For more info,
please call jo 905-852-6487.
Sun., July 3: Glen Major Church
Services begin for the summer months
of July & August, with special speakers
and music at 7 p.m. Rev. Bill Fritz and the
Handicapable group will be our guests.
Everyone welcome. 1560 Conc. 7,
Uxbridge. 
Sun., July 3: Zephyr Zion Ceme-
tery Decoration Service, 2:30 p.m.

In case of in-
clement weather, it will be held at the
Zephyr United Church. Please no glass
containers for flowers.

NEXT WEEK
Wed., July 6: Jam-making work-
shop, 1 - 3 p.m. Put on by North House
& the Garden of Eatin’. Free. St. An-
drew’s Chalmers Presbyterian Church.
For more information, or to RSVP, call
705-432-8654 or 1-877-406-8723.
Thurs., July 7: Ontario District
Women’s Institutes annual
STRAWBERRY SUPPER. 6 p.m., Scu-
gog Community Centre, 1655 Reach
Street. Tickets available at the door.
Adults $10, children 7-12, $7, children

COMING UP

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      

Across
1  Cat's scratcher
5  Madam sheep
8  Snoozing
12  Unthought-out
13  Mont Blanc, e.g.
14  Therefore
15  Represented
17  Prompts unpleasantly
18  Office wear, perhaps
20  Perform penance
23  In abeyance (2 words)
26  Creative
27  Traveled on snow
29  Shack
30  Dictation whiz
31  Razor-billed ___
33  Half woman half fish
35  Spore bearing containers
36  Not humble
37  Spruce up
38  Work up
41  S.A tubers
44  Courtesy
48  Family member
49  .001 inch, for short
50  Stage solo
51  Singer, Alicia
52  Ethan Hunt, for one
53  Actor Green of "Buffy the 

Vampire Slayer"

Down
1  Computer monitor, for short

2  Nonprofessional person
3  Cleopatra's undoing
4  Neigh
5  Heroic
6  Half a fortnight
7  From first to last (3 words)
8  Poem by Virgil
9  Lingerie item
10  Grade A item
11  __ and don'ts
16  Doctor's charge
19  ___China
20  Expression of delight
21  The "Donald"
22  Aquatic mammal
24  Stop
25  Draw out
27  Sports areas
28  Garland
30  Complacent
32  Siblings
34  Coffees
35  Spheres
37  Mom-and-pop grp. for short
39  Cause to fall
40  With competence
41  Furniture tree
42  Pool tool
43  One or more
45  Incense
46  Small songbird
47  Exclamation of impatience

Rotary
of a HIP program activity is part of
the mandate of the Club’s Interna-
tional Services Committee. 

If you’d like to contribute to our
next HIP project or to become a
member of the Rotary Club, your
first step would be to join us for
breakfast at Jersey’s Restaurant (104
Brock Street West) any ursday
morning at 7 a.m. Come as our guest
and learn more about our engage-
ment with HIP as well as other serv-
ice projects underway throughout
the Uxbridge community.   
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SERVICES
MURRAY’S ODDS’N ENDS - RESIDEN-
TIAL PAINTING & MORE. A handy gal
helping folks like you at an affordable price.
Insured and reliable. Senior discounts. Free es-
timates. Serving Uxbridge & surrounding
areas. Call Pam 905-862-0344, cell 905-424-
2715 or email murraysoddsnends@gmail.com
6/30
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905 715 3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca   6/30
TRAUMA, PTSD, FIRST RESPONDERS,
MILITARY. Learn new technique to clear emo-
tions associated with traumatic memories. This
process is simple, very effective, and can be
learned in two sessions. Contact Diane at 905-
852-6884, or livehappilynlp@gmail.com  NLP
Trainer, Hon. B.A. Psych.   6/30
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplift-
ing experience!   6/30
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elemen-
tary, Secondary, College, University, and Adult
Learners; Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proof-
reading, Assignments, Masters/Doctoral Theses
coach. Experienced Educator 905-852-1145.
6/30

PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no crates
or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454   6/30
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas,
Gazebos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and
other Custom Yard Structures. Contact Steve at

Northwood Custom Decks, 905-852-1750, or
email steve@northwoodcustomdecks.ca  6/30
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates.
Self-employed to corporate clients. Lynn
Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-852-7281   8/11
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experi-
enced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com  6/30
HOMEWATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Let HomeWatch care for your
home/garden & pets while away this summer.
Visit www.home-watch.ca for more info or
email hstewart@powergate.ca. Heather Stew-
art cell 905-852-8525    6/30 
THE HOME INSPECTOR: Have you had
your AC serviced? Beat the heat & avoid a
breakdown when you need your system the
most. Ensure maximum efficiency & service
life. 416-567-4282 James Buren RHI #193
6/30

FOR SALE
FISHING BOAT. 14-ft., 25 HP Merc, trolling
motor, live well, trailer. $3,500. 647-462-7840
6/30
LEATHER COUCH & CHAIR, beige, in good
condition. $100. 905-852-1795   6/30
BAND INSTRUMENTS: French horn (single)
$300; Fluegel horn $400; Rosewood bassoon
$400; Bass trombone $400; C Melody Conn
saxophone $500; Conn organ (2 manual, 40
stops, 2 8va pedals, deluxe bench). Call for de-
tails, 705-228-8108   6/30
FIREWOOD: large quantity of firewood, and
electric log splitter. 905-640-8835   6/30
COZY MOBILE HOME: 40’ x 14’ Quail
Ridge. 8 yrs. old, 2-bdrm. (#39), $55,500. 30
minutes from Uxbridge in secluded Pefferlaw
private park w/ security. Close to golf, marine
& beach. A low-cost summer home for 6-6
snowbirds. Facilitator Wayne Ewles 905-960-

1339. wayne.ewles2000@gmail.com   6/30

FOR RENT
BEAUTIFUL one-bedroom basement apart-
ment in central Uxbridge. $1,100 per month
all inclusive.  No smoking/pets.  Immediate oc-
cupancy.  905-852-5986  6/30
BASEMENT APARTMENT: 2 bedroom, sin-
gle occupancy. In a quiet senior man’s home.
Ashburn/Brooklin area. All inclusive.
$800/mth. 905-655-3004.   7/7
UXBRIDGE - LARGE FURNISHED BED-
ROOM in private home. Ideal for single pro-
fessional. Shared kitchen, washroom &
laundry. Incl. parking for small car. Internet
avail. $575/mo. No smoking/pets. Immediate
occupancy. 905-852-4454   6/30

EVENTS
BEGINNERS YOGA: Tin Mill Restaurant,
Uxbridge. Tuesdays, 10-11:15 a.m. Enjoy the
detailed instruction of an intimate Vinyasa Yoga
class, led by Yoga Teacher, Cricket-Olivia.
www. YogaOmUnlimited for more information.
6/30

YARD SALES
CANADA DAY CONTENTS SALE: Fri., July
1, 8 a.m. - noon. 14949 Durham 1 (at Raven-
shoe in Udora). Furniture, antiques, books,
CDs, videogames, tools, camping gear, toys,
linens, dishes, BBQ, household items & more!

MISCELLANEOUS
Do You Have ASTHMA?   Volunteers
needed for an Osteopathic Study conducted in
Uxbridge and Markham. If you have mild to
moderate asthma, between 40-65 years old,
you may be eligible to participate.  For further
information, contact Fran at 905-862-3383 or
e-mail: asthma-feot@powergate.ca    6/30

FREE
WOOD: Weeping Willow available. Pick up
in Uxbridge. 905-852-4454   6/30

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
HAPPY

CANADA DAY!

ISN’T IT TIME YOU
OWNED A

GILLDERCROFT?
9269 

3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“I pray to you, Lord! You are
my place of safety, and you are
my choice in the land of the
living.’’               Psalms 142:5

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981

905-852-1981
uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Uxbridge
is now hiring

Full-time/Part-time
Staff

Apply in person or send resume to

aw.uxbridge@gmail.com
Tel. 905-862-2444



merse themselves in the film and its
beauty and magic. Like the Harry Pot-
ter and e Lord of the Rings films, the
atmosphere, the world of these giants
is mesmerizing to behold and art di-
rection becomes a huge part of the
film experience. e lack of business
actually allows us to see more than we
might otherwise do.
Mark Rylance does a magnificent job

creating BFG in a clever merging of
acting and visual effects. We see it is
Rylance, and as an actor he brings
such life force to the giant. It is a
breathtaking piece of acting, deserv-
ing of attention for an Oscar. e
evolving relationship between Rylance
and young Ruby Barnhill is a wonder
to see, tickling in its wonder and gen-
uine beauty. Barnhill is never once
cute nor coy, she gives a terrific per-
formance as a precocious little girl
who encounters something unbeliev-
able and believes.

I loved watching Rylance. Loved it.
ere was a constant sense of life be-
hind those eyes, which twinkle with
purpose, with mystery and genuine
goodness. His monologues are filled
with truth, fantasy and spectacular
wonder, there is not a false note in his

performance.
In e BFG, Steven Spielberg creates

a landscape of astonishment and won-
der in a film that there is good in the
world (or that one, anyway) and

sometimes when we let it in, magic
happens.

Simply a miracle and easily one of
the best films of the year.

Wednesday, June 29, 201611The Uxbridge Cosmos

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

Josh’s Penny House Campaign Update
I'd like to thank Roxy Theatres in town for
their continuous support and having collection
tins on their counters. Great people work
there! Also, I’m looking for 100 people to do-
nate a dollar a day to make up just over half
of my remaining goal ($36,500). I will be per-
sonally contacting people soon, but if you'd
like to be a part of it, please give me a call!
Remember our fundraiser on October 15 at
the Uxbridge Arena Community Hall! Every-
one's invited to a fun day of entertainment,
food, and games! We are looking for silent
auction donations, so if you anything to offer,
please contact me!  You can reach me at 905-
852-4204 or on Facebook, donate at any TD
bank branch, account #5240588-3184 or on-
line at www.canadahelps.org/dn/24901
(specify Josh's Penny House). Please keep
your deposit slip and ask for a tax receipt in
the Restore on Reach Street. Thank you!
Joshua Morrison

TOO MANY BUGS?     TOO MUCH SUN?
RETRACTABLE SCREENS AND SHADE PRODUCTS

905-852-9440 

Summer is
coming...

Check your A/C!
Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

Evenings at the Spa
Introducing Evening Specials

20% off  any Waxing
$25 Mani & $45 Pedi
$65 Suisse Absolue Customized Facial

Specials Valid
Tuesday 4-8pm
Wednesday 4-8pm
Thursday 4-8pm 

Call today to book your free Consultation 905-852-4104
www.uxbridgemedispa.com
5 Bascom Street, Uxbridge

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

The BFG
Directed by Steven Spielberg
(*****)

Movies like this are why I am a film
critic, why after 30 years I still get ex-
cited about going to the movies, and
why I can sit in awe and wonder at
what I see on the screen. e film re-
minds me of what cinema can be,
how it ennobles the world.
The BFG is a miracle of a movie.
Since his films began ruling the box

office back in the 70s, Steven Spiel-
berg has become the greatest story-
teller in film history, no one can
touch him. To me, it’s exciting that a
filmmaker of his staggering gifts can
continue to grow, continue to hone
his gifts and admit to learning new
things that help him evolve his art.

Spielberg's greatest gift has always
been his imagination and the ability
to show us the impossible, to make us
believe what is unbelievable. He has
shown us (most before CGI) a killer
shark, aliens from another world, an
alien left behind befriending a child,
dinosaurs, the future, and allowed us
to meet Lincoln. Twice he has won
the Academy Award for Best Direc-
tor, he is the most nominated director
in the history of the Directors Guild
of America Awards, and has won
countless critics awards. Now in his
later years, he is doing some of the
finest work of his career. 
The BFG is going to be huge. Based

on Roald Dahl's beloved childrens'
book, the film has been in pre-pro-
duction for years. It was almost made
with Robin Williams, which would
have changed the very fabric of the
movie. Now with Spielberg's new
favourite actor, recent Oscar winner
Mark Rylance, so good in Bridge of
Spies (2015), it is a work of wonder,
genius, and awe, with the director

again showing us the unbelievable
and making us believe. It is Spiel-
berg’s purest fantasy film since E.T. -
e Extraterrestrial (1982), and in
many ways is a great deal like that
film.
In the world within this film, giants

really exist. ey wander the streets of
London undetected, disguising and
hiding themselves, snacking on hu-
mans from time to time, children
being their favourite snack, stealing
them from their beds when necessary.
Many of them are loathsome crea-
tures, with names like Fleshlumpeater
and Meatdripper, bullies who terror-
ize other giants or anyone in their
path, but like best to terrorize chil-
dren.
Sophie (Ruby Barnhill) is a child liv-

ing in an orphanage. One night she is
taken from her room by a giant hand,
and whisked away to giant country
where she fully expects to become a
meal. When she asks the lumbering
yet surprisingly agile giant why he
found her, he tells her with giant, wise
eyes, "Because I heard your lonely
heart," and he means it. Unlike the
other giants in his land, he is a vege-
tarian. e child learns he has a
unique job, sending dreams into the
minds of sleeping children, meaning
the human race no harm at all. His
heart is far too large for any world,
and his all-knowing, sad eyes twin-
kling with mystery, draw Sophie to
him, and they become soul mates as
friends. Each knows they must stop
the other giants, the bullies from eat-
ing people, and that is exactly what
they set out to do. ey are two
lonely souls who find each other and
bring out the very best in one an-
other.

Spielberg focuses on character here,
which allows the audience to fully im-



12The Uxbridge Cosmos Wednesday, June 29, 2016

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

905-985-8171
customerservice@compton.net

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started

or bundle your current packages.

Operated by Rogers Communications

Resource Health & Safety Services
Courses We Offer Include the “Working at Heights” program

Newly approved by the Ministry of Labour

• WHMIS - GH
• Health & Safety Law
• Fire Safety
• West Nile Virus 
• Forklift & Walkie
• Confined Space Entry
• Emergency Response
• Rough Terrain Forklift
• Fuel Handling Act
• Traffic Control (Book 7)
• Ice Resurfacer & Edgers

• Health & Safety Audits
• Supervisor Competency
• Transportation of Dangerous Goods
• Accident Incident Investigation
• SCBA (self-contained breathing
apparatus)

• Criminal Code 
(formerly Bill C45)

• Aerial Work Platforms
• WSIB Management
• Disability Management

• Muscular Skeletal Ergonomics
• Powder Actuated Tools
• Workplace Violence & Harassment

James Creighton
Peter Schmidt

Trainers/Consultants

Two Locations to Serve You
Stouffville / Mississauga

Toll Free: 1-844-344-1011
647-333-SAFT (7238)

416-771-4447
www.rhss.org
james@rhss.org
peter@rhss.org


