
SHE’S A PECULIAR ONE - Chyna Harwood-Jones, right, gets lost in a book while the townspeople whirl around her in the upcoming VIP - Vocally Inspired Performers
- production of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast Jr., directed by Marisa Hachey. The show, comprised entirely of youth ages 8 - 18, opens at the Uxbridge Music Hall tonight.
For ticket information and all show times, visit www.starticketing.com Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Help plan
Canada’s birthday
party

by Roger Varley

Several items were on the agenda on Monday
at council’s only meeting this month. To begin,
in a report to council, Fire Chief Scott Richard-
son recommended that an order for a new
pumper truck be placed with Dependable
Emergency Vehicles.

Only two replies were received to the tender,
with Dependable coming in lowest at
$716,112. That compares with the $483,000
price tag on a pumper truck the department or-
dered from another company in 2014. How-
ever, that company went bankrupt earlier this
year and the fire department lost a $250,000
deposit.

The chief's report said the actual cost will be
about $644,881 because of an HST rebate.

In commenting on the report, Councillor
Molloy said the township has changed its pur-
chasing policy.

Chief Richardson said the department had
been offered $30,000 for its old pumper as a
trade-in but believed it could be sold for more.

Council approved the chief's recommenda-
tion.

The OMB was also on the council agenda.
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor told council the
township will be sending a letter to the Ontario
Municipal Board to complain about lengthy
delays by the OMB in reaching decisions on
two disputed projects in Uxbridge.

The mayor pointed out that it has been nine
months since an OMB hearing was held into
the Mill Street development proposal, and
eight months since it held a 2 1/2-hour hearing
on Brock Street West gas bar plan.

"How can the (chairs) even remember what
was said at the hearings?" she asked.
Mayor O'Connor said a copy of the letter will

also be sent to the OMB reform group, a col-
lection of municipal mayors from around the
province who gathered earlier this year to press
for changes to the OMB.

FU development proceeds slowly: In a pres-
entation, Richard Moore of consulting com-
pany Alexander Budrevics and Associates, laid 

...continued on page 2

Uxbridge council has scheduled a public
meeting for next Wednesday to give resi-
dents the opportunity to present their
ideas for the township's Canada 150 cel-
ebrations.
The meeting will be held at the council

chambers at 7 p.m., and the township
sent out invitational e-mails to various
community groups on Tuesday.
The move appeared to result from a sug-

gestion for such a meeting made by The
Cosmos at Monday's council meeting.

"If people want to celebrate it, they've
got to buy into it," Mayor Gerri Lynn O'-
Connor said.

Council was also asked if a special
Canada 150 committee has yet been
formed, but was told the committee that
organized this year's Canada Day event
was still in formation. Mayor O'Connor
said $10,000 of township money is in a
Canada Day fund but additional money
for next year's 150th birthday celebration
will be allocated during the budget discus-
sions at the end of this year. Asked if that
would leave enough time to adequately
plan for next year's Canada Day, Coun-
cillor Pat Molloy said some elements have
already been reserved, such as the required
pyrotechnics expert for the fireworks dis-
play.

Next Wednesday's meeting will share
with the public what planning has already
been started, but council also wants to
hear about any other events that are being
planned in the community.
"By bringing various community groups

and individuals together we hope to en-
able the collaboration required to cele-
brate our country’s 150th anniversary
with a fitting tribute." the e-mail said.

Fire department getting a “Dependable” new pumper 

Direct:
416-771-7162

email
larry.olson@sympatico.ca

Magnificent 27 Acre Property 
Enjoy the rest of the Summer and Fall in your own paradise.

Minutes from the city, your private retreat.

Larry Olson
Broker/Manager

ONE OF A KIND! SOLD

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

48.83 acres, 2 road frontages, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath home minutes 
north of Uxbridge. Multiple walkouts to upper and lower decks, 
gleaming hardwood floors in bedrooms and living rooms; finished 
basement....quonset hut, driveshed, triple car garage.
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e Uxbridge Community Con-
cert Band is preparing to sail into
the summer sunset at the end of
the month. For 25 years, the
UCCB has been the place to go
for amateur musicians of all ages
to gather in the summer and make
music, and the final result is a
recital at Trinity United Church
on Saturday, August 27 at 7 p.m.

Since May, the 40-piece ensem-
ble has been preparing pieces on
the theme of “Sailing the High
Cs”, and the melodies cover every-
thing from the soundtracks to “Pi-
rates of the Caribbean” and “e
Little Mermaid”, classics like Han-
del’s “Water Music” and Sousa’s

“Hands Across the Sea”, and light-
hearted tunes from Gilbert & Sul-
livan, namely “Pirates of
Penzance” and “HMS Pinafore”.
Unique among other community

bands in Ontario because of its
summer-only rehearsal schedule,
the UCCB has players ranging in
age from teenagers to senior citi-
zens, who come from around
Durham and York regions to par-
ticipate. One of the band’s guiding
principles has been to keep the
music selections diverse, ensuring
that everyone listening finds a few
favourites mixed in with new dis-
coveries.
Tickets for the band’s final recital

can be purchased at the door for
$10 for adults, and $5 for students
and seniors.  Children 12 and
under are admitted free.  Refresh-
ments will be available for sale
during intermission.

For more information, contact
the band’s director, Steffan
Brunette, at 905-852-7854, or at
uccb@powergate.ca.

Council, from page 1

out the priorities for the Fields of
Uxbridge for next year.

Mr. Moore said the site must first
undergo a geotechnical evaluation

and then the roadways through the
park and the proposed parking lots
will be put into place, with parking
for about 500 vehicles. The first
parking lots will be placed near the
Ball Road entrance in the middle of

the soccer fields. Then will come
construction of a public washroom
and a new soccer equipment storage
facility.

Mayor O'Connor noted that an
archeological study of the site also is
required.

Finally, council approved a special
train run on September 24 by grant-
ing an exemption allowing the York
Durham Heritage Railway to run
after 7 p.m.
Elaine Leigh, Gloria Eng and Anas-

tasia Takeda told council they want
to put on an event called Farm To
Train, featuring a train ride with a
four-course meal using locally grown
products. The event is intended as a
fundraiser for the Loaves and Fishes
food bank.
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All welding repairs  •  Steel sales
Paul Barry  905-649-0651 

ocweldingandmetal@gmail.com
5 Banff Rd., Uxbridge (across from Staples)

OC WELDING
& METAL FABRICATION

Most people check out the ReStore
for deals and finds on carpentry
items, previously loved furniture and
kitchen cupboards. But on Saturday,
August 20, the Uxbridge ReStore will
be hosting a one day art sale, entitled
“Art Matters”.

From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the store
will feature top selections of art
pieces including originals, photogra-
phy, and decorator prints, as well as
various high quality frames. All
pieces have been gathered from all
three  Durham ReStores over the past
few months.

Refreshments, food and prizes will
also be available. Donations towards
refreshments and food will go di-
rectly to Josh’s Penny Campaign to

help Josh meet  his goal of $100,000
to build a new home  for a family
here  in Durham (see Josh’s success
thermometre on page 11).
Habitat for Humanity ReStores are

retail facilities that accept and resell
quality new and used building sup-
plies and household items. ese
stores generate funds to support
Habitat Durham’s building pro-
grams, while diverting waste from
our landfills. Everything sold in a Re-
Store has been donated by local com-
panies, contractors and individuals
who want to help Habitat for Hu-
manity meet  its goal of providing af-
fordable housing for local families.

e Uxbridge ReStore is located at
141 Reach Street.

Art Matters at Uxbridge ReStore

A Division of 
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all 
aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173

thecosmos@powergate.ca

Sail away at community concert
band’s seasonal recital



Once again there has been little
rainfall in this area during the past
week. Maybe our turn will come
next!
Word has been received  that Bill

Case, a long time summer resi-
dent at his property on Zephyr
Road, has died after a short ill-
ness. Interment is at Bethesda-
Scott Cemetery.
Our best wishes to Rev. Andrew

Allison and his wife, Colleen,
who marked their 25th wedding
anniversary on August 3.
Congratulations to Brigitte Her-

rema, who won Senior Showman-
ship Champion at the Shorthorn
Competition, which was held re-
cently in Red Deer, Alberta.

Services continue throughout
the summer at St. Paul's

Leaskdale Church. Child care is
available (age 2 and under) at
both services, 9 and 11 a.m. Pre-
school Program continues during
the 9 a.m. service.

Congratulations to Ron and
Carol Stevenson on the July 31st
arrival of their granddaughter,
Elise, a daughter for Jeremy and
Janene  Tremblay of Kingston.
Elise is a baby sister for Carson.
Best wishes to all.

We are sorry to hear of the death
of Jean Beach (Clark) last week.
Our sympathy goes to her sib-
lings, Evelyn Fenn and family
(Gord), and Ron Clark and fam-
ily (Lois), and to her own family.
Jean grew up in this community
and attended S.S.#4 Scott School.
A service of remembrance was
held at Low and Low Funeral
Home this past Monday.

Durham Regional Police were busy
with calls in Uxbridge over the week-
end.

On Friday, August 5, a 26-year old
man was slashed with a knife during
an altercation in an Uxbridge apart-
ment.  
According to a police report, officers
attended an apartment on Victoria
Drive in Uxbridge for an armed per-
son call at around 1:20 in the morn-
ing. e suspect caused damage to
the residence and property, then
started an altercation with the male
victim. A 26-year-old male victim
suffered a minor knife slash wound.
Officers quickly located the suspect

and placed him under arrest. EMS
attended the scene to treat the vic-
tim’s minor injuries.

Christopher Cordy, 26, of Victoria
Drive in Uxbridge, has been charged
with: Assault with a Weapon; Assault

Cause Bodily Harm; Mischief x 2
and Fail to Comply with Probation
Order.

Anyone with new information is
asked to contact the Cst. Prins of
North Division at 1-888-579-1520
ext. 2022.
e following day, on Saturday, Au-

gust 6, a suspect in a break and enter
in Uxbridge attempted to disarm a
police officer as he was being placed
under arrest. 

Just before midnight on Saturday
night, police were called to a resi-
dence on Highway #47 where the
homeowner had witnessed a male at-
tempt to break into his home using a
garden hoe. 

According to police, Air1 located
the suspect a short distance away and
directed officers to his location. After
a foot chase, officers caught up to
him. e suspect fought with officers

and attempted to disarm an officer in
the struggle. Pepper spray and a
CEW were deployed but were in ef-
fective. After a 10-minute struggle,
officers were able to subdue the sus-
pect.
An unnamed 25-year-old male from

Brock Township was taken to hospi-
tal for treatment of minor injuries
and then for a mental health assess-
ment.

Anyone with new information
about this investigation is asked to
contact Cst. Ceci of North Division
at 1-888-579-1520 ext. 2672.

Anonymous information can be
sent to Durham Regional Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
or online at www.durhamregional-
crimestoppers.ca and tipsters may be
eligible for a $2,000 cash reward.
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From the MP’s desk
column by Jennifer O’Connell, MP

Summer in the riding is good

Summer is in full swing in
Uxbridge!   
With the House of Commons in

recess, I had a great July attending
events and engaging with families
across our community. On Canada
Day, I was honoured to meet with
residents at the ReachView Village
Long-Term Care and Butternut
Manor retirement residences and
attend a citizenship ceremony at
Pickering City Hall. On behalf of
my entire team, I hope that you
and your family had a wonderful
Canada Day.

Last month, I spoke as a delega-
tion before Uxbridge town coun-
cil, highlighting our government’s
commitment to kick-starting
Canada’s economy through key in-
vestments in infrastructure, in-
cluding continuing to work to
bring high-speed Internet to
Uxbridge and northern Pickering.
I also touched on the Canada 150
Fund, which is currently accepting
applications to distribute nearly
$150 million in grants to fund cel-
ebrations of our nation’s
150th birthday in communities
across Canada. I look forward to
seeing Uxbridge’s creativity in ac-
tion!
While the House has risen for the

summer, my colleagues and I re-
main hard at work implementing
the programs that we’ve promised
for Canadians. On July 20, fami-
lies across the country began re-
ceiving their first Canada Child
Benefit. is new monthly benefit

is bigger, fairer, and tax-free: it will
put more money in the pockets of
nine out of 10 Canadian families
to help with the high cost of rais-
ing their kids, and will lift nearly
300,000 children out of poverty. I
am very proud to see our govern-
ment putting this plan into action.

I am also honoured to have lent
my support to local sculptor Wynn
Walters in his effort to craft a
larger-than-life sculpture of Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Sam Sharpe, an
Uxbridge veteran of the First
World War who tragically com-
mitted suicide upon returning to
Canada after the war. Wynn’s
bronze statue will be a fitting trib-
ute to the legacy of a great citizen
of Uxbridge, and I will continue
assisting in any way that I can to
help secure funding and make
Wynn’s vision a reality for all of
Uxbridge to see.

It is such an honour to represent
Uxbridge and Pickering in the
House of Commons. I will con-
tinue to work hard to represent our
community’s concerns in Parlia-
ment and update you on the
progress being made on behalf of
you and your family.
As always, my community office,

located at Unit 4–1154 Kingston
Road in Pickering, is available to
assist you in your dealings with
federal departments. Please don’t
hesitate to visit, or call us at 905-
839-2878 or at 1-855-275-2860.

Police have busy weekend in town

Leaskdale News with Helen Harrison
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We recently stopped at the
Uxbridge Farmers Market at the
Uxbridge Arena and just wanted
to say a BIG THANK YOU to the
organizers/growers/vendors who
come out every Sunday to display
the superb local produce. Our
family really appreciates all your
hard work in growing, harvesting,
cleaning and presenting all your
wonderful crops for us to purchase
conveniently and with affordabil-
ity. 
We are thrilled to be able to have

access to local produce and thor-
oughly enjoy every morsel! It is a
pleasure to prepare and eat such
fresh harvest and makes our meal-
times even more nutritious, deli-
cious and special.
With sincere gratitude,

Susanne and James McLean
Uxbridge

Below is a letter I have emailed to
our local MPP.  Please consider
contacting your own MPP. I'm
angry and I've had it!

AN OPEN LETTER TO
GRANVILLE ANDERSON
MPP DURHAM

Dear Mr. Anderson, 
Please let me get to the point. 
I am so totally fed up with all the

taxes being implemented by the
Liberal Provincial government. It
seems like there is just one tax grab
after another.
I most STRONGLY object to the

manner in which the new carbon
tax is being dealt with. If indeed
we must pay it, then I would like
to see it on a separate line on my
energy bill. I want to know how
much I am paying. If it is to be
"hidden" (or not) as part of the gas

delivery portion of my bill, then I
can only assume that it will be
taxed along with the delivery serv-
ice. Once AGAIN we will be pay-
ing tax on another tax.

This is getting ridiculous. I un-
derstand that the Ontario Energy
Board has decided this is the way
it will be done. Since the govern-
ment has the authority to interfere
in just about every other aspect of
life, including ordering striking
workers back to work, then I do
not understand why the govern-
ment can't order the Energy Board
to be "more transparent", to quote
Premier Wynne.

Your government has an absurd
record concerning the energy sec-
tor from paying the $ 1 billion
penalty for cancelling two energy
plants to having a hydro line end
up going nowhere down in the es-
carpment, paying $1 billion in
2013 to "dump" excess electricity
into the US and our neighbouring
provinces, etc. The last exercise
cost Ontario ratepayers an average
of $220 in 2013. No idea how
much it is costing us now. If you
have excess electricity, send it our
way and you can pay Ontarians in-
stead.
Where does it end?
Mr. Anderson, we are seniors on

a fixed income. We can no longer
afford your government.

J. Wilson
Uxbridge

Re: Letter to the Editor, Thurs-
day July 28

This letter is in response to com-
ments made in the July 28 edition
of Letters to the Editor. The letter
writer, Doug Moffat, states that
the new seniors’ residence being

built on Douglas Road will “re-
quire a new fire truck with ladder
capacity to reach the top of the
building.”

This is in fact, untrue. The im-
plied lack of safety consideration
does a great disservice to Extendi-
care, a quality developer, who is
building a $25 million dollar
structure that meets all Ontario
Building and Fire Codes. This
building is a state of the art facility
made out of concrete and steel,
and is fully equipped with sprin-
klers. If a fire breaks out, it will be
contained to one unit. Our fire de-
partment is fully able to respond
to emergencies in this building
and the other multi-story units
that already exist in our town. The
‘three’ elevator shafts are, in fact,
staircases as well as an elevator
shaft so residents will be able to
exit the building without needing
to descend a ladder from the sixth
floor. 
There is enough uncertainty and

anxiety in the world today without
additional, unwarranted fear-mon-
gering aimed at residents consider-
ing moving into this facility. We
welcome this development to our
community with pride.
We feel we must also address the

mis-information the correspon-
dent has about the new fire hall.
The design of this fire hall was en-
hanced in the planning stage to ac-
commodate solar panels on the
roof. The roof structure of this
public building is engineered to
withstand the greater load these
panels bear. We invested in this
structure now, so that we can in-
vest in solar energy in the future. 

The Council of the 
Township of Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

We are sure that not as many people came downtown on Saturday as the mer-
chants on Brock Street would have liked.
The merchants put on a Greet, Meet and Eat event from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,

with many retailers putting tables out on the sidewalk in an effort to acquaint
- or reacquaint - local residents with what downtown stores have to offer. They
even had a line dancing group performing and members of the cast of Beauty
and the Beast Jr. greeting people. But to all intents and purposes it was just a
regular Saturday morning.

The Cosmos put out a table, even though we aren't located on Brock Street:
we just wanted to have a presence. Despite the lack of crowds, we enjoyed a re-
laxing few hours sitting and chatting with passersby. It also gave us a chance to
have a trial run of a survey The Cosmos is planning to conduct in September.
We asked a number of people what kind of retail stores they would like to see
in the downtown. We also asked how the downtown area, particularly the east
end of the retail sector, could be made more attractive to lure more shoppers.
We do not wish to influence the results of our upcoming survey, but even our

mini-survey showed some surprises.
Just about top of the list of wanted stores was a downtown grocery store. None

of those who asked for a grocery store expects one that offers the full range of
products found in traditional supermarkets. They just want to be able to buy
groceries within walking distance of their downtown homes and apartments.

While some wanted a lot more coffee chops and restaurants, others thought
there were already too many food establishments. One passerby said she would
like to see a cat café, which are becoming more popular around the world.
Other people suggested such shops as a pet store (but no animals for sale), a
sports and recreation store, another men's clothing store and even a gas station
at the east end of town. However, one member of council who dropped by -
(we told all who offered opinions that their comments would be anonymous)
- suggested that Uxbridge has enough stores: what it needs is successful com-
panies to bring more people (employees?) into town. The councillor was in
favour of a grocery store, however.
Just about all those who stopped to chat were disconcerted about the number

of empty stores downtown.
As for making the downtown more attractive, there seemed to be a penchant

for more downtown street sales, despite the lack of crowds on Saturday. Some
wanted those street sales accompanied by more closures of Brock Street, in-
cluding closing off the street to bring the farmers’ market downtown on Sun-
days. As one person said: "you meet people you know on the street." Such
closures would also address the complaint of "atrocious" traffic through the
area, the noise of which often made sidewalk conversation difficult during the
day.

More "teenage things" was what one person asked for, who noted that the
Uxbridge Library is doing a good job in its programming for young people.
One person commended Parish Lanes for expanding its entertainment offerings
at the bowling alley. One person wanted the downtown to be more dog friendly.
As we said, the real survey will run next month. We hope our readers will take

part, because we know there are entrepreneurs out there who are likely to take
advantage of opportunities the survey might reveal. And, hopefully, it also will
lead the township, the BIA, the Chamber of Commerce and the merchants
themselves to listen to the residents' wishes and ideas.

Our two cents
What do you want?

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales Dianne Oad Winder 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca
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I’ve been observing the American political sit-
uation for quite some time now. My reaction
to the antics of the major party members was
initially bemusement, but has since evolved
into increasing levels of alarm. Reading about
the presidential race has started to feel a bit like
watching a forest fire from a distance…and
then recognizing that the flames are moving
closer at an uncomfortably hasty rate.
Frankly, both primary candidates seem to have

concerning elements, but it’s the rise of Trump
that’s rather shocking, especially considering
the frequency with which he makes offensive
comments. Trump manages his Twitter account
in a manner similar to how a blindfolded child
wields a baseball bat. As people pay more at-
tention to him, though, that baseball bat grows
larger, and the collective social consciousness is
the piñata that takes the beating. Consider this:
even on this side of the border, it’s at the point
where daily headlines about racist/sexist/other-
wise ignorant comments no longer raise eye-
brows - they’re expected. The danger here is
that it’s easy to lose track of the consequences
of each comment and latch onto one concept:
Trump cannot be controlled, and he has no fear
of consequences. To some people, that’s com-
pelling.

One recurring thought I’ve had as I’ve read
papers like The Atlantic, Washington Post and
others who have made a point of asking people
why they support Trump, is that there is a turn
where people have begun to associate offensive-
ness with authenticity – even trustworthiness.
His supporters’ defenses also sound eerily sim-
ilar to those of a victim of domestic abuse:
protesting that Trump is “unfairly judged,” the
media is “plotting against him”, his blatantly
racist/sexist/ignorant comments are “under-
standable.” Perhaps we’re all a little tired of pol-
itics as usual, and of leaders who follow popular
opinion...at least for as long as it serves them.
Despite the fact that many of Trump’s state-
ments are wildly offensive and proven to be
false, his supporters continue to say that he
“says it how it is”. 

With all this in mind, the power of saying
things “how it is” is utterly apparent. Looking
at the bigger picture, it’s good to note that po-
litical correctness was initially designed as an
exercise in respecting others – this isn’t weak-
ness.  The same cannot be said for refusing to
talk about the things that matter, out of a fear
of offending people.
SO: in the spirit of honesty, and of saying the

things that need to be said...

Online: If someone says something ignorant
to you in real life and your first reaction is to
rub your hands together with glee at the
thought of going home and posting a passive-
aggressive open letter to this individual on so-
cial media to shame them for being
dumb/mean/of a different opinion – stop. We
all see through that quest for your own personal
15 minutes of fame, that desire to go “viral.” If
you have a problem with someone’s words or
behavior, do something radical and actually
talk to them about it. Not in an effort to goad
them into saying something dumb, or to lam-
baste them, but try to actually connect with
them. Not every human is logic-resistant, and
providing updated information to counteract
outdated/inaccurate opinions is truly the best
medicine. Public shaming will only make igno-
rance go underground – or worse, defiant and
louder (see that earlier Trump rant). Granted -
there may not always be the opportunity, and
there MAY be a “teachable moment” that the
world at large should hear about…but come
on. Actually making the effort to have a mutu-
ally beneficial interaction is the path to a better
society.

On hobbies: Stop making fun of people
whose hobbies you don’t take part in. Whether
that’s playing Pokémon Go, watching reality
TV, singing in the choir, knitting, hiking…
whatever. There are times when it’s appropriate
– necessary, even – to take a break from the
heavy stuff in this world. If their activities aren’t
harming anyone and they’re exercised reason-
ably with appropriate caution, then there is lit-
erally no reason for you to care. Let them be
happy. 
On the road: If you drive under the influence

of alcohol or drugs, or use your phone while
driving…you are an idiot, a hazard, and bla-
tantly testing fate. If countless commercials, the
stories of survivors, or the local obituaries
haven’t shocked you into paying attention
while operating a motorized vehicle, then you
need to wake up. So many heartbreaking, need-
less deaths have resulted from completely care-
less people who decided they were invincible.
You aren’t special, and you aren’t immune to
consequences. If nothing’s happened to you
yet, the key word is “yet.” 

Respecting each other doesn’t mean we need
to agree  – we just need to agree that we can re-
spect each other. Being offended shouldn’t be
the conversation ender, but the beginning of
dialogue. And if any of this offends you – great.
Let’s talk about it. 

We sat down on a couple of plain chairs at a
wooden table. We both splayed reference pa-
pers and notes across the table in front of us.
The setting could easily have been his or my
summer kitchen. Then, after some casual con-
versation, he hit the start button on a pocket-
sized audio recorder in the middle of the table.
“It’s a warm sunny day,” he started. “I’m seated
in a reading room in Port Perry Library over-
looking Lake Scugog…” 

I couldn’t resist. “… And under normal cir-
cumstances, we should be down at the lake en-
joying the water,” I interrupted.
“But we’re not,” he continued. “This is the in-

augural podcast of ‘Durham Past and Present.’”
In my 40-years-plus career as a broadcaster,

I’ve worked in front of every conceivable kind
of microphone. I’ve sat in hundreds of noise-
proof studios. And I’ve had the opportunity to
host or contribute to thousands of programs on
CBC and private radio. But seated in those li-
brary chairs in that tiny reading room for a
podcast, last Monday, for me, was a first. Erin
O’Toole was the instigator. He’d like to give In-
ternet air time to local history from as many
corners of Durham Region as possible.

“We’re going to share a story that has fasci-
nated both of us for a number of years now,”
O’Toole went on, “Samuel Simpson Sharpe.”
Seconds later, and for about a half an hour, the
two of us eased into some of our favourite sto-
ries of Sam Sharpe, the remarkable lawyer,
turned politician, turned military leader of the
116th (Ontario County) Battalion that he
sponsored, recruited and led overseas in the
Great War. And while many of the anecdotes
you’ve heard or read here before, O’Toole and
I discovered from retelling them in that infor-
mal setting, that there was something new.
“Sharpe really was shaped by his community,”

we agreed. 
His perspective as a town solicitor came from

his local upbringing at Zephyr. His wish to im-
prove lives in his own neighbourhood was re-
flected in his decision to run for public office.
And his wider view of the world, choosing to
serve and encourage others to serve in The
Great War, came from his love of nation,
province and county. But, O’Toole and I sur-
mised, all those perspectives may have indeed
contributed to his undoing – suffering incred-
ible operational injury and ultimately dying by
suicide in the final months of the War.
But like the grassroots nature of O’Toole’s idea

for the podcast, so much of that Sam Sharpe
story – and the tales of others – comes not from
lavish docu-dramas or even bestselling creative
non-fiction. I learned long ago that Sharpe’s

story came from listening to friends, neigh-
bours and keepers of the community keys. I re-
member the day, easily 20 years ago, when a
member of the local historical society led me
into a woods off the Brookdale Road where
members of Sharpe’s recently organized 116th
Battalion had conducted rifle practice. We even
tripped over the humps in the woods, formerly
the firing berms where green troops fired their
first rounds with Ross rifles at targets a century
ago.

“Bet you didn’t know that was in our back-
yard,” she said.

No. And before I visited another local gem,
the former Uxbridge-Scott Museum, I didn’t
realize how easily the personality of Sam Sharpe
could be explored either. But thanks to then-
curator Allan McGillivray, I was able to sift
through diary materials, newspaper clippings,
photographs and personal letters, not online,
but right here. Allan showed me one letter that
Sharpe wrote to a colleague at the war depart-
ment; it was particularly illustrative of Sharpe’s
fierce Ontario pride.

“I came to Valcartier (Quebec) three weeks
ago in response to a wire from the Minister of
Militia (Sam Hughes),” Sharpe wrote in 1914.
“He made me second-in-command to the Cen-
tral Ontario Regiment (under) Colonel Watson
of Quebec City. … Now he is trying to humil-
iate me by putting another Quebec officer, who
is my junior, in command of an Ontario Regi-
ment.” 

It’s a safe bet that Sam Hughes’ treatment of
Sharpe and the dissatisfaction shown in this let-
ter to the powers that be, spurred Sharpe to
form his own 116th Ontario Regiment in
1916. And all this data came from our commu-
nity, was saved and catalogued by our local his-
torians, and is displayed by our local museum.
I didn’t have to read watered-down, often erro-
neous Wikis. I didn’t have to travel to the West-
ern Front in France to get a better sense of the
man’s character and commitment (although I
have since many times). It was right there in a
tangible form, as rich as ever in detail and
image, and as handy as our neighbourhood
Uxbridge Historical Centre, Museum and
Archives.

And, in many ways, that’s what lies behind
Erin O’Toole’s podcast project. He’d like to see
others – storytellers and story-gatherers – pick
up this podcast idea and run with it. I think it
would make a unique student-driven initiative
to tell our stories to a younger, far-flung, digital
audience.  

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Backyard stories for the universe

Sign up on website starting this Friday!

Free annual mouth guard
clinic for the community

Aiming High
column by Amy Hurlburt

Offended? Let’s talk
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by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

A new tree has sprouted at the east
end of town. Actually, it’s not really

sprouted so much as been placed. A
15-foot tree made out of aluminum
and mounted on a concrete base now
stands at the entrance to the

ReachView Village long-term care fa-
cility on Reach St. The tree, a scupl-
ture created by Uxbridge artist Wynn
Walters, is a tribute to an Oscar-win-
ning filmmaker Christopher Chap-
man, as well as to those in long-term
care and their care-givers.
The tree, entitled “The Seasons”, re-

flects the title of Chapman’s first film.
Chapman was an Canadian film-
maker who lived in Uxbridge and
died last October at ReachView Vil-
lage. 
Christopher Chapman made many
films after “The Seasons”, including
“A Place to Stand” for the Ontario
pavilion at Expo ’67 in Montreal, for
which he won an Academy Award in
1968 for its artistic and technological
innovation. He was later appointed
to the Order of Canada and won
many other awards.  

“One of the remarkable things
about this project was the significant
involvement of the community,” said
sculptor Wynn Walters.  Following
Christopher’s death, there were many
cash donations in his memory. “But
the staff of ReachView said they

wanted a piece of art in his memory,
rather than an item of equipment,”
added Walters. “Further donations
were made, but what really made the
project possible was the generosity of
local businesses making in-kind do-
nations of their services.”
To begin, the hole for the base was

excavated by 24/7 Vacuum Excava-
tion; the forms for the base were do-
nated and installed by Newmarket
Pre-Cast Concrete Products; the
forms were filled by Spartan Ready-
Mix Concrete; installation equip-
ment was provided by Scugog
Equipment Rentals; and landscaping
will be done by Lawnscape. In addi-
tion, the trees were cut largely as a
donation by CNC Profiles Ltd. of
Port Perry, and the commemorative
plaque will be produced partly as a
donation by Fontasy Sign and Dis-
play. The Township of Uxbridge also
made a significant contribution to as-
sist in installation. 
“This project started with donations

following Christopher’s death,” said
Glen Chapman, Christopher’s
widow. “But it’s really a tribute not

only to him, but to all those in long-
term care, and to their caregivers,
both on the staff and the families,
who give so much. Christopher was
much loved by the staff and other
residents at ReachView, and I’m
touched that they chose to honour
him in this way."

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Contact us at: info@uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca
Visit our website: www.uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves,
Honey, Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables,

Maple Syrup, Fruit & More!
Buy fresh,
buy local!

Look for us every Sunday
until October 30

Specializing in complete 
and partial dentures.

We also offer:

Free consultations.

Uxbridge 
Denture 
Clinic 

NOW
OPEN!
2 Campbell Drive

Uxbridge

905-852-5859

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist

Tribute sculpture grows from the efforts of many

A large crane lowers a 15-foot aluminum tree
onto its base outside ReachView Village on
Reach St. The tree, created by artist Wynn Wal-
ters, honours filmmaker Christopher Chapman,
those in long-term care and their care-givers.   

Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Glen Chapman, Christopher’s widow, and Wynn
Walters stand with “The Seasons” after its in-
stallation outside ReachView Village on Reach
St.           Photo by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
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Summertime in Canada is the per-
fect opportunity to consider all the
good reasons why living in Canada
and being a Canadian is so terrific.
One you may not have considered
is that Canada is a great place to re-
tire! A comfortable retirement is
something we too often take for
granted but when you look at the
benefits available to Canadian re-
tirees – benefits not available to re-
tirees in other countries – it’s clear
that Canada rocks retirement. Here
are some reasons why:
 All wage earning and self-em-
ployed Canadians are eligible to re-
ceive either Canada Pension Plan or
the Québec Pension Plan
(CPP/QPP) retirement benefits,
which are indexed for inflation. A
couple can choose to share
CPP/QPP benefits for tax purposes.
 Those who have lived in Canada
for at least 40 years after age 18 will
receive the full monthly Old Age
Security (OAS) benefit, which is in-
dexed for inflation. Canadian resi-
dents who have lived in Canada for
at least 10 years after age 18 will re-
ceive a prorated OAS monthly pay-
ment.
 Seniors with a lower income may
be eligible for the Guaranteed In-
come Supplement (GIS), a tax-free
monthly payment, which is indexed
for inflation.
 Every tax-eligible Canadian gets
the Basic Personal Tax Credit and
those over age 65 also receive an Age
Credit. Other tax credits that can
benefit retirees include the Medical
Expense Credit, the Dependent
Credit, the Disability Credit, and
the Caregivers Credit. There are also
generous tax credits for those mak-
ing charitable donations.
 Canadians can take advantage of
the tax-deferred, compound growth
benefits of investments in Regis-
tered Retirement Savings Plans
(RRSPs).
 Any Canadian resident who re-
ceives periodic payments from a reg-
istered pension plan can potentially
reduce their taxes by splitting pen-
sion income with a spouse/com-
mon-law partner.
 Those over age 65 who receive
Registered Retirement Income
Fund (RRIF) income are also eligi-
ble for the federal and provincial

Pension Income Credit and can al-
locate up to 50 per cent of their
RRIF income to a spouse for tax
purposes.

 Canadians can invest in Tax-free
Savings Accounts (TFSAs) that gen-
erate tax-free investment income
that does not affect income-tested
federal benefits.
 And, of course, Canadian retirees
have access to a wide range of health
care services at little or no direct
cost.

Canada is a great place to retire!
But to make your retirement all it

can be, you need a plan that in-
cludes retirement income from
other sources such as your company
or personal pension plan and your
own investments. Your professional
advisor can help make sure you have
everything in place for a great retire-
ment in a great country.

This column, written and published
by Investors Group Financial Services
Inc. (in Québec – a Financial Services
Firm), and Investors Group Securities
Inc. (in Québec, a firm in Financial
Planning) presents general informa-
tion only and is not a solicitation to
buy or sell any investments. Contact
your own advisor for specific advice
about your circumstances. For more
information on this topic please con-
tact Uxbridge’s Investors Group Con-
sultant, Dave Boulton, at
905-862-0227

Every Friday Night    7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge

Admission - Donation at the door

August 12 - Nancy Hall - Guitar /Vocals
August 19 - Chris Saunders - Guitar/Vocals

August 26 - Shimoda Family Ensemble - Instrumental
September 2 - Richard Elliot - Guitar
September 9 - Brent Buffian - Guitar

September 16 - Django Djunkies - Guitar
September 23 - Bryan Rason - Guitar

September 30 - Jan Butler - Instrumental

Special October Programs:
Oct 2 - 1:00-3:00 pm - Jazz/Blues Concert
Oct 16 - 1:30-3:00 pm - Youth Concert
Oct 23 - 1:30-3:00 pm - Day of Choirs

A Division of 
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all 
aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173

thecosmos@powergate.ca

Do You Know What Green Is?
The Energy Conservation Committee is offering
an opportunity to a student in Grade 11 or 12
in Uxbridge to attend the 2016 Youth Summit
with Ontario Natures Biodiversity and Environ-
mental Leadership program.
This program takes place Sept. 23-25 at YMCA
Geneva Park on Lake Couchiching. This is an
engaging event for young people to participate
in compelling and interactive workshops and
activities. If interested, please call 905-640-
3966 or email bnortheast@powergate.ca. 

Dollars and $ense O’ Canada - a great place to...retire
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THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Aug. 12: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills. Meet at parking lot
on east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd.
Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161 
Sat., Aug. 13:  Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7:30 a.m. Al Shaw.
1 hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Meet at the

roadside parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sun., Aug. 14: Glen Major Sum-
mer Church Service, 7 p.m. Freedom
Bound performs this musical service.

NEXT WEEK
Fri., Aug. 19: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 9:30 a.m. Glen Major
East. This is a moderate pace, 8 km loop
hike. Meet at parking lot off Uxbridge
Conc. 7, 6 km south of Durham 21 or 1

km north of Uxbridge/Pickering town line
or Conc. 5 Pickering on Sideline 4. Con-
tact: Kevin Lowe 416 655 2256
Sat., Aug. 20: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike with
some hills.  No dogs please.  Meet at
road side parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., Aug. 20: Art in the Park.
Elgin Park, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Artists,
food vendors and children’s program.
Free admission. 
Sun., Aug. 21: Art in the Park.
Elgin Park, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Artists,
food vendors and children’s program.

Free admission. 

UPCOMING
Wed., Aug. 24: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Glen
Major West. This is a moderate to fast

pace, 16 km, 4+hr., loop hike with some
hills. Meet at the parking lot on the east
side of Conc. 6, 0.6 km north of
Uxbridge Town Line or 5.5 km south of
Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Bob Comfort
905 473 2669
Thurs., Aug. 25: Farmers of
Uxbridge. Meet local farmers, learn
about the goods they produce and where
they are sold. Uxbridge Arena Commu-
nity Hall, 5 - 8 p.m. Free! This year there
will be dairy, beef, pork, corn, fresh fruit,
produce, local honey, lavender, and
maple syrup producers. Local, barbe-
qued fare can be purchased for dinner. 
Fri., Aug. 26: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills. Meet at parking lot
on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Aug. 27:  Heritage Days

Hoedown. Uxbridge Historical Center,
7 p.m. -  12 a.m. Fundraiser for the His-
torical Society.  Western-style evening,
$65 includes BBQ dinner, door prizes for
best costume, live band. Tickets available
at Williamson Chrysler. 
Sun., Aug. 28: Heritage Day.
Uxbridge Historical Centre, 10 a.m. - 5
p.m. Activities for everyone! Learn about
the various displays housed at the Histor-
ical Center. Tractors on parade, classic
cars, various local vendors, live local tal-
ent, Margo the balloon lady, period re-
enactors. So much to see and do for only
$5 a person! 
Sat., Aug. 27: Uxbridge Moto-Ra-
geous in Support of Autism. Petro
Canada Grounds, 545 Hwy. 47, 10
a.m. - 8 p.m. Meet Go-Karting Champion
Austin Riley. Classic cars, motorcycles,
live entertainment & lots more. We are
looking for vendors and volunteers to par-
ticipate, contact
motorageous@gmail.com.

ONGOING
Adult coed volleyball. Thursday
evenings at 6:30 p.m. South Park, Good-
wood. Robby 905-640-0436
The North Durham Photography
Association "ARTifacts" photo ex-
hibit, Uxbridge Historical Centre. Fea-
turing views of our heritage from an
artistic viewpoint as well as a mini exhibit
of pre-digital film cameras from the past
100 years. Exhibit open during museum
hours Wed. to Sun., July to September
30. For more information contact: stuart
blower@sbvisualmedia.ca
Tours of Uxbridge Historical Cen-
tre, Wednesday to Sunday, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., until Sept. 25. Learn about the
history of Uxbridge Township. Uxbridge’s
newest piece of public art is being cre-
ated on the grounds. Watch ‘An
Uxbridge Story in Stone’ take shape,
meet sculptor Fly Freeman. Visit uxbridge-
historicalcentre.com for details or contact
905-852-5854 or email
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca. 7239
Conc. 6, just north of the roundabout.
The Friends Meeting House is open
to the public the first Sunday of the
month, June - Sept., 1 - 4 p.m.
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170. Eu-
chre every Friday evening at 7p.m.

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

Summer is
here...

Check your A/C!
Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville



(It's been eight months since Jennifer O'-
Connell was elected as the Liberal member
of Parliament for the new riding of Picker-
ing-Uxbridge. Since Parliament is on its
summer hiatus, we thought this was a good
time to invite Ms. O'Connell to join us for
a cup of coffee.)

Jennifer, I know you were involved in mu-
nicipal politics for 10 years, but has moving
to the federal level changed your life in any
way?

Definitely. e biggest challenge is the
division of time. I'm in Ottawa about
four days a week and come home on
ursday and go back on Sunday.

So your weekends are shot?
My weekends are usually spent at differ-

ent events and then splitting that be-
tween Pickering and Uxbridge, which are
very different places in terms of the types
of events and demographics. I’m always
dividing my time. Even at my home, I'm
never really there, so that's been a huge
difference.
And your family life?
My parents live just down the street

from me and they help me a lot. I'm very
close with my mom and she just retired
at the end of June so I think we'll spend
more time together, but it will be her
coming to me. I used to spend a lot of
time with my family, especially Sundays,
but now it's a case of I'm there but I leave
mid-meal.

Do you find much time for yourself?
I think that is something I have to get

much better at, find more opportunities
for time by myself, but I've been really
excited to have this position so I've gone
head-first into it. Now, after eight
months and with Parliament recessing,
one of my goals this summer was to re-
ally figure out what I want to focus on in
the next session and allow time with
family and just kind of unwind and have
that personal time. If I don't, I can see
myself getting burned out really quickly
and easily. My staff, my EA in Ottawa, is
very protective of me, forcing me to
block out some days for vacation and
things like that.

Covering municipal politics, I see how
councillors often have to become instant ex-
perts on a wide variety of subjects that come
up. Is it the same in Parliament?
Yes, it is. Just multiply it. You can never

really predict in any level of government
what is going to come forward. We can
set a platform and our priorities, but you
can't always predict what big issue is
going to come up or whether you'll meet
some group and hear something you've
never heard before and all of a sudden
wanting to take that issue on. And then
you have to learn everything about it.

Are you a cause person?
Yes, I think so. When people make a

good argument or have a really well-
thought out position on something, it's
often hard for me to say no.

You're a politician who could change her
mind?

Oh, definitely. ere are often times
where I will go into a meeting and think
I already know where I stand on an issue
and then leave and say I really need to re-
think my position. is is what I think
keeps my time very busy: I do say yes to

meetings, whether it's in the riding or in
Ottawa, with different stakeholders and
groups. It doesn't always change my
mind: sometimes meetings will actually
convince me my position is absolutely
right. But a lot of time I take these meet-
ings as an opportunity to learn more.
You likely did the same thing as a munic-

ipal politician, but how do you adjust your
thinking along party lines now you're in
Ottawa?

I really thought long and hard before
getting into party politics. I've always as-
sociated myself as a Liberal, but it's very
different when you become a candidate
for the party and then a member. I
wanted to make sure, before I got into it,
that it was with a leader and with a group
of people that were focused on issues that
I cared about. e platform is something
I really believed in: it wasn't just some-
thing I knocked on the doors and spoke
to people about. at's why I ran. I really
believed in it and I really want to push it
forward. So it hasn't been hard for me
for that adjustment.

Talking of adjustment, was it a surprise
to you what came next immediately after
the election?

Yes. First of all, I don't think any of us
expected to be sitting (in the House) as
soon as we were sitting. It was the middle
of December. Just logistically it was
pretty intense in terms of hiring my staff,
getting the office open, getting our e-
mails working.
Finding a place to live?
at was the last on my list. I stayed in

a hotel, because trying to get my staff, of-
fice and communica-
tions open was priority
and I thought I was al-
ready so far behind. It
turns out we were ahead
of the game. And it was
so surprising how long it
took to get our phone
lines installed! Right
after the election, people
are excited, they want to
know more, they're con-
tacting me but they
don't know where or
how and we couldn't ac-
cess our e-mails.

You're a rookie MP, but
did your municipal expe-
rience help you?

Yes, I think so, big
time. I had some idea of
the sorts of things that

should be in place, not only from munic-
ipal politics, but also seeing other MPs
and MPPs offices in the course of the 10
years. I feel like I had a little bit of a blue-
print. And then just generally knowing
the types of things that were going to be
coming in, like scheduling meetings and
phone calls and e-mails. at's the bread-
and-butter of municipal politics. Even so,
at times I was overwhelmed, so I can
imagine somebody who is maybe coming
from the private sector, who, when you
get a new job, you kind of have your of-
fice key, but that is not the case. Instead,
it's “here's your budget, stay within it,
here's the rules, go.”

But that shouldn't bother you. You have
experience working on budgets.
Exactly. Also, being in government and

knowing certain expenses and why
they're allowed and why others are not, I
wanted to be very careful, as I was in mu-
nicipal politics, to not purchase some-
thing and find out later it was ineligible.
As a former member of Durham Regional

Council, are perhaps the expectations of
some of your former colleagues higher than
they otherwise might be if you had not been
a member?
I'm not sure. I definitely feel pressure in

terms of delivering for the municipality,
knowing what municipalities need in
terms of a partner with the federal gov-
ernment. Nobody's really explicitly said
that to me, but maybe it's a pressure I put
on myself. I definitely feel an obligation
to deliver for municipalities.
How did taking the oath of office feel?
Really special, especially because we do

it individually but with our families or
with our volunteers or whoever you want
to invite. My mom and dad were there,
and my grandfather and a bunch of
friends and volunteers. e most special
moment, I think, was having the family
there in the House of Commons and it's
the first time I'm in there as a member.
And we were in one of the boardrooms
with paintings of Sir John A. Macdonald
and you imagine what types of meetings
were in here and who has been in here
before me.
Does it ever cross your mind that you and

337 other people are making decisions that
affect the lives of millions of Canadians? Do
you ever ask "What am I doing here?"

All the time. I definitely feel that pres-
sure. Sometimes I think it's easy to get
wrapped up in the politics and the parti-
sanship of it all. It's how we feel as Liber-
als versus . . . But the Prime Minister
always says it's not us versus them, it us
and they just disagree with us on certain
things. But we're all doing a service. But
sometimes when you're sitting in there
and you're debating medical assistance in
dying, for example, that was one where
you're like "Whoa, this is an intense mo-

ment. is is intense legislation and I am
now part of it." I think about the types
of things we're doing and we don't want
to get it wrong.

Jennifer, I appreciate the time and thank
you.

ank you.

For the full version of Roger Varley’s
Cup of Coffee with Jennifer O’Connell,
visit www.thecosmos.ca
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Across
1  Dearth
5  Football referee
8  Good looking girl
12  Cold European capital
13  Prevent
14  "Goodness gracious!"
15  Box elder shrub
16  Former Pres.
17  Hubs
18  Skating move (3 words)
21  Squirrel's love
22  Senate vote
23  Evil fame or public reputa-  

tion
26  Defile
30  Dove's sound
31  Broke bread
32  Builds a skyscraper
36  Reached the highest point
39  Electricity source
40  Muff
41  Protector (2 words)
48  Open
49  Dent
50  Little bit
51  Originate
52  Vineyard in France
53  Masterstroke
54  Plenty
55  Chance
56  Cuckoos

Down
1  Bread block
2  Go see ____ Fi movie

3  Swift fly
4  Slovakia coin
5  State of existing in a certain
space
6  Shark
7  Home built in a day?
8  Theory
9  Excited with anticipation
10  Mozart predecessor
11  Supervise newspaper
preparation
19  Intoxicating liquor
20  Appreciative ability
23  Hotel sign
24  Here ___ there
25  Opponent
27  Wood furniture
28  SUV (abbr.)
29  "Stairway to Heaven"
singers ____ Zeppelin
33  PC storage devices (2
words)
34  Little bit
35  Tarnish
36  Repressed (2 words)
37  Time
38  Mountain medicinal plant
41  Sudden blast of wind
42  "Render __ Caesar"...
43  Gulf of ___, off the coast of
Yemen
44  Distinctive air
45  Proceed (2 words)
46  Pocket purse
47  Circuits

A Cup of Coffee
with Roger Varley

Jennifer O’Connell

FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      
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SERVICES
RETIRED CABINET MAKER/CARPENTER
looking for small jobs. Please call 705-228-
8551.   8/25
ACCOUNTING SERVICES: Downtown
Uxbridge & surrounding area. Bookkeeping to
corporate tax returns and everything in be-
tween. Quickbooks Pro Advisor. 27 years’ ex-
perience. Eric 905-852-9110, 416-712-7816
or eric@erickis.com   9/8
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elemen-
tary, Secondary, College, University, and Adult
Learners; Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proof-
reading, Assignments, Masters/Doctoral Theses
coach. Experienced Educator 905-852-1145.
9/29
THE HOME INSPECTOR TM. Check out VIP
production of Beauty and The Beast Jr. this
weekend and next at The Music Hall. James
Buren BA RHI #0193. Call or text 416-567-
4282 for The Home Inspector.   8/25    
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca   8/25
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplift-
ing experience!   8/25

PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no crates

or kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only.
905-852-4454   8/25
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas,
Gazebos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and
other Custom Yard Structures. Contact Steve at
Northwood Custom Decks, 905-852-1750, or
email steve@northwoodcustomdecks.ca  8/25
ACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING: Freelance.
Over 25 years experience. Reasonable rates.
Self-employed to corporate clients. Lynn
Catherwood-Eldridge. 905-852-7281   8/11
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local, experi-
enced professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask
for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com  8/25
HOMEWATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Let HomeWatch care for your
home/garden & pets while away this summer.
Visit www.home-watch.ca for more info or
email hstewart@powergate.ca. Heather Stew-
art cell 905-852-8525   8/25 

WANTED
HELP WANTED:  We are looking for Full
Time Fall Labourers (September through
November) —  This position is NOT suitable
for full time students. Lawnscape Property
Maintenance is a lawn maintenance company
with  25 years of service in the Uxbridge area.
Prior outdoor maintenance experience is an
asset.  Transportation to and from yard in
Uxbridge is required.

Please apply in person or send resumé to
lawnscape@eclarity.ca fully explaining why
you would be suitable for this position, or call
(905) 852-4378 with any questions you may
have.   8/25

OLD BARN FOR STORAGE - looking for a
portion to rent, prefer reasonable rent or pos-
sibly trade off for repair or maintenence. Let
me know what you have. 647-212-2275
8/11
HUNTING for better ladies wear for consign-
ment. Chic Thrills, Stouffville. 905-642-3339.
8/25

FOR SALE
HAY - SQUARE BALES: $5 each. CALL 

905-852-6494   9/1

SUPER CLEAN WHEAT STRAW. Small
squares. Grab your winter supply now. 905-
852-5568.   9/25
COZY MOBILE HOME: 40’ x 22’ Quail
Ridge. 8 yrs. old, 2-bdrm. (#39), $55,500. 30
minutes from Uxbridge in secluded Pefferlaw
private park w/ security. Close to golf, marine
& beach. A low-cost summer home for 6-6
snowbirds. Facilitator Wayne Ewles 905-960-
1339. wayne.ewles2000@gmail.com   9/8

EVENTS
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month
at Blue Heron Studio, 7- 8:30 p.m. Experienced
and those new to meditation are welcome. Con-
tact us at ghorner@zing-net.ca   9/29

YARD SALES
MOVING/CONTENTS SALE: Pictures,
tables, chairs, sofas, dishes, etc. Wooden Sticks
area. Call for details, 905-852-0777   8/11

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE: Sat., Aug. 27.  

8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 2149 Concession 4, Goodwood.
Crafts stuff, materials, books, dishes,
something for everyone.   8/25

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
MADE IN
UXBRIDGE
WE’RE YOUR #1

INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“The Lord will protect you
and keep you safe from all
dangers.’’          

Psalm 121:7

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

Uxbridge
is now hiring

Full-time/Part-time
Staff

Apply in person or send resume to

aw.uxbridge@gmail.com
Tel. 905-862-2444

Farm Help
Wanted
Part-time hours.
7 days a week.
Greenbank area.

Call 647-282-1923
(leave message)

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469



(**)

With Disney Studios falling over
themselves remaking live action
films out of their animated clas-
sics, would it occur to you to have
them do one for Pete's Dragon
(1977), a minor entry at best, and
bring it into their animated/ live
action library? Perhaps in hopes
of capturing the magic of Mary
Poppins (1964) with a mixture of
animation (the dragon) and live
action, they hoped to catch light-
ning at the box office and make a
classic. It did not happen, any
more than it happens this time,
as the new film, a live action film
is not a very good film on any
level.
Opening with the darkest intro-

duction in Disney history, sort of
a dark Bambi's revenge, a deer
runs out in front of a car, causing
the driver to lose control and
crash, killing the parents but leav-
ing young Pete alive to fend for
himself in the woods around
him. When it seems Pete might

not be able to feed himself, he en-
counters the legendary dragon
that lives in the woods, a massive
25 foot creature covered in feath-
ers, not scales, all the better to
snuggle and be cute. And let’s be
clear, because this is Disney, soft
furry dragons will sell better than
scaly ones at Christmas time in
Toys ‘R Us. ey leave nothing to
chance.
Flash forward six years after Pete

has met his
dragon and
named him El-
liott. A young
forest ranger
named Grace
(of course),
played with ma-
ternal strength
by Bryce Dallas
Howard, comes
across the boy
and his dragon
in the forest.
e moment
she sees him we
see where this is
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Josh’s Penny House
Campaign Update

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

TOO HOT TO COOK? STOP BY FOR STEAKS,
BURGERS, SAUSAGES - LET US HELP!

August 7th, 1960 - August 6th, 2016.  

We sadly announce the passing of Bill
after a courageous four year battle with
cancer. Bill, son of Ray (deceased) &
Jean Newton, grew up in Uxbridge where
he excelled at hockey through Uxbridge

Minor Hockey.  He went on to play Junior B
in Oshawa and in 1978, joined his brothers, Tom

and Bruce, on the Bowling Green State University hockey team.
While doing his Master’s degree at Western Michigan University, he
met his wife Colleen (Price). Bill & Colleen lived in Farmington
Hills, Michigan where they raised their two children, Christopher
and Andrea. Bill was a successful sporting goods sales
representative in midwest United States. Always a favourite
within the sporting goods industry, Bill lit up every room that
he walked into. Bill served the community of Farmington
Hills coaching minor hockey teams and later coached the
Farmington Hills High School team to its 9rst State
Championship in school history. 
He will be missed by his wife Colleen, his children
Christopher (Jessie) and Andrea, mother Jean, mother-
in-law Jean Price, brothers Tom (Eve) and Bruce
(Denyse), sister Michele, and many adoring nieces and
nephews.   Service to take place in Farmington Hills
at a future date.  

Newton, William
(Bill) Henry

Beach, Edna
“Jean” 

Passed away peacefully on :ursday, August
4, 2016 at Reachview Village, age 74.  Jean,
loving daughter of the late Kenneth and
Muriel Clark, predeceased by her son Bruce
and survived by son, Raymond and
grandson, Kenneth.  Jean will also be fondly

remembered by her brother
Ron Beach (Lois), sister;

Evelyn Fenn (Gord) and
their families. Visitation
was held on Monday, August 8, 2016 at the Low
and Low and Low Funeral Home, Uxbridge
(905-852-3073) beginning at 11:30a.m. until
service time in the chapel at 1:30p.m. Jean was
laid to rest in the Uxbridge Cemetery.  In
memory of Jean, please consider a donation to
the Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes Food Bank or to
the building of the new Uxbridge-Scugog Animal

Shelter. For online condolences, please visit
www.lowandlow.ca www.lowandlow.ca

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Pete’s Dragon

going; it is as predictable as a
paint by numbers colouring
book. e good people want the
boy to be taken in and raised by
Grace, the bad guys want to use
the dragon and exploit the crea-
ture. Guess where all this s going?
ink we will get a happy ending?
Disney made this, remember?

One thing is clear, the aisles of
toy stores will be filled with soft,
plush dragons this winter, make
no mistake, and never think that
was an accident - Disney does
nothing by accident. e dragon
was designed with merchandising
in mind.
Bryce Dallas Howard is a fine ac-

tress and has done some terrific

work in her career, from her
debut in the otherwise awful e
Village (2004), her ugly racist wife
in e Help (2011), through to
her park manager in last year’s
Jurassic World (2015). Both lik-
able and committed, she gives her
all for each performance, and is a
good actress. She has no character
here at all; instead, she portrays
instead a thing, a plot device.
Someone must find the boy and
dragon so it is going to be her, it
is no accident her name is Grace.
I mean, it is as subtle as a two by
four upside the head.

Robert Redford is her father,
also the narrator, also the only
other person to ever see the

dragon alive, though years earlier.
ink the old guy will be tough
as nails and resilient as hell for his
daughter and dragon? Paint by
numbers...

e dragon itself is quite an ef-
fect, despite the feathers, which
are pure Disney. Still, it is a strong
visual effect and works wonders
throughout the film. e mo-
ments of CGI and love action are
seamless by now, and work for the
film.

You know what is really tragic?
at Disney Studios believe any-
one wanted to see this, that they
felt it needed a reboot. at is
shameful.

I'd like to give a HUGE thank you to Lee Wel-
don for her very generous donation! She has
really encouraged me through her support!
EVENT UPDATE! Our fundraiser is on October
15 at the Uxbridge Arena Community Hall. We
are having a Fun Fair in the afternoon, as well
as a Spaghetti Dinner in the evening. Along
with a TON of other fun activities, we will have
the dunk tank, and a performance by Robyn
Ottolini and others soon to be announced!
Along with other community guests will be our
wonderful Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor! Thank
you!
You can reach me at 905-852-4204 or on

Facebook, donate at any TD bank branch, ac-
count #5240588-3184 or on-line
atwww.canadahelps.org/dn/24901  (specify
Josh's Penny House). Please keep your deposit
slip and ask for a tax receipt in the Restore on
Reach Street. Thank You!
Joshua Morrison
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SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

905-985-8171
customerservice@compton.net

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started

or bundle your current packages.

Operated by Rogers Communications


