
A MOO-VING MOMENT- Paige Cassibo gives her seven-month old calf Misty a good luck smooch before they head into the ring at the 4-H Calf Show. The 4-H show
was part of the events and festivities of the 152nd Uxbridge Fall Fair, which took place at Elgin Park on the weekend. Photo by John Cavers

Bruins hockey
starts Friday

by Roger Varley

Karen Knight's front and rear gardens are un-
kempt and untidy, with weeds such as tall this-
tles growing among flowers, bushes and
vegetables. But that's just the way she likes it
and wants it.

However, she has been visited by the town-
ship's bylaw department in response to a com-
plaint and ordered to remove the weeds, trim
overgrown shrubs and cut dead and decayed
branches from the bottom of a spruce tree. Ms.
Knight was told she must "take steps to improve
the condition that your home presents that is
not in keeping with the neighbourhood".
In a deputation to council on Monday morn-

ing, Ms. Knight said she has started a petition
at change.org seeking "support of our freedom

of expression and the rights of homeowners to
maintain their property as environmentally
friendly as they choose". The website shows the
petition has 127 signatures so far.
She told council that her garden is an occupa-

tional therapy garden for her young son, ex-
plaining it helps him overcome aversions to
touch and food. She said it also acts as a natural
environment and attraction for bees, butterflies
and other pollinators.

In her garden on Tuesday, as her son played
happily among the flowers and weeds, picking
kale and peppers, she pointed out species such
as spearmint, Sweet William, columbine and
sunflowers, which she said are all good for bees.
But she also has thistles and coltsfoot, both of

which are listed on the province's noxious
weeds list and which the township says must

come out.
Ms. Knight told council that the township's

property standards are a violation of the Charter
right of freedom of expression. Not only that,
she said, but the standards pit people against
each other "and put bylaw officers in an awk-
ward position".

She told council she has approached the On-
tario ombudsman about her situation and they
advised her to contact the township directly and
list any concerns she had. However, in a letter
from Chief Administrative Officer Ingrid Svel-
nis, Ms. Knight was told "we feel you are con-
cerned about issues that are not material to
these orders and they are preventing you from
doing the remediation required".
Council received Ms. Knight's deputation for

information.   

by Roger Varley

With a new coaching staff behind the bench
and plenty of new faces on the team, the
Uxbridge Bruins begin their 2016-17 Provin-
cial Junior Hockey League Central Division
season tomorrow night with a visit to Georgina
to face the Ice at 7:30 p.m. That will be fol-
lowed by a trip to Apsley on Saturday night to
play the North Kawartha Knights.

A week tomorrow, the Bruins, under new
coach Tim Evans, will play their first home
game of the new season, hosting their arch ri-
vals, the Port Perry MoJacks, at the arena at
7:45 p.m. Fans might want to head to the arena
a little early, though. To mark the team's 40th
anniversary, the Bruins are hosting a tailgate
party in the parking lot prior to the game. Start-
ing at 5:30 p.m., there will be entertainment
with Havelock Country Jamboree winners the
Therapy Seekers, an Uxbridge band comprising
John Beaudrow, James Smith, Ryan Duffy and
Erin Briggs. There will be hot dogs and soft
drinks for sale and the kids can get ready for
the game with face tattoos and their 40th an-
niversary mini sticks. The team also hopes to
have some past alumni, including some of the
original team members, on hand for the party.
The 2016-17 schedule appears to be more bal-

anced than last year, with the Bruins facing all
six opponents within the first eight games. Last
year, they were 10 games into the season before
they met the MoJacks.

The Bruins played two pre-season games last
month, clobbering Stayner 11-3 in Stouffville
on August 19 and skating to a 2-2 overtime tie
against Port Hope on August 26. The team also
played in the annual Alliston tournament on
the weekend but results are not yet available.
The Uxbridge Bruins, a not-for profit organ-

ization, give local hockey players an opportu-
nity to play hockey at a high level of hockey
and also give back to the community through
providing all house league and rep teams with
opportunities to enjoy a free game night. They
also sponsor the Timbits nights where the small
fry get to play in front of the crowd between
periods. The players also volunteer at many
community events.

Council and Uxbridge resident in a “prickly” situation 
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

Total of 6 bedrooms, 5 baths, lovely log home with board & batten/
stone addition creating over 3600 square feet of living space plus 
a full finished walk up basement. Lovely landscaped private setting 
complete with pool & hot tub on 1.82 acres located minutes to 
Uxbridge.  Currently operating as a successful B & B. 
See MLS N3593730 for more info.
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by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

“Come to be fed, and to help feed
others”. at’s the tag line created for

an upcoming foodie event that was
created to raise money and donations
for the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank
in Uxbridge.
On September 24, “Farm to Train”

is turning the York-Durham Her-
itage Railway train into a moveable
feast. Two cars will be turned into el-
egant dining coaches, and a menu
bursting with locally inspired food
will be served to a limited number of
diners. e proposed menu will be
prepared by chefs from the Urban
Pantry (located on Toronto St. N. in
Uxbridge) and served aboard the
train while it meanders through the
countryside between Uxbridge and
Stouffville between 6 and 9 p.m.
“We selected the Fall time frame for

the inaugural run of this unique
event because it’s the time the har-
vests are coming into season,” ex-
plains Pam Beach, one of the
coordinators of the evening.

At press time, the menue consisted
of a first course of a foraged greens
salad, topped with heirloom carrots,
blueberries, toasted almonds and a

Green Goddess dressing. Following
this will be a red wine poached pear,
accompanied by whipped goat
cheese, a nasturtium crumble, sweet
Uxbridge maple syrup and a bal-
samic glaze. For the main couse, din-
ers will have a choice of slow-braised
short rib with wild mushroom rice
pilaf, roasted squash and fire grilled
peppers; a pan-seared chicken
roulade, accompanied by a sweet po-
tato purée, charred Brussel sprout
slaw and wild crab apple chutney; or
a warm roasted root vegetable salad,
containing slow roasted beets, pota-
toes and purple fingerlings, sun-dried
garden tomatoes and an orange gin-
ger dressing. Rounding off the meal
will be Mason jar vanilla bean
cheesecake topped with wild elder-
berry compote and whipped cream.
is menu will be subject to change,
depending on the exact availability of
products, says Pam. 
Niki Flintissis, of the Urban Pantry,

expects to partner with several local
suppliers to get the materials needed
for the menu. Willo’ Wind Farms,
Uxbridge may provide much of the
meat and vegetables required, Bret’s
Fresh Organic Farm in Uxbridge
may supply the purple fingerlings,
beets, zucchini, carrots, and peppers.
Spring Hill Farm in Uxbridge will
also be a supplier, and the Urban
Pantry’s own onsite garden will help
round out the mise en place. Any-
thing not found directly in the
Uxbridge area will be sourced from
Ontario.

Included in the $95 ticket is the
choice of a beverage from orn-
bury’s, and additional beverages will
be available for purchase, cash only.

e YDHR train gets used for
many things - a visit from omas

the Train occurred earlier this sum-
mer, and Santa Claus uses it every
year a few Sundays before Christmas
- but this is the first time the train
has featured dining and riding in this
format. Pam was eager to find a way
to combine tourism, heritage and
agriculture - all important facets of
Uxbridge - in one event that would
somehow give back to the commu-
nity in which she has lived her entire
life. She found kindred spirits for the
project in Elaine Leigh, Gloria Eng
and Anastasia Takeda. Together, the
four woment have gained support
from the YDHR, as well as town
council (although Pam Beach does
sit on council, the event is not a
township organized event) and other
merchants and organizations. e
Food Bank was chosen as the organ-
ization that would benefit from the
proceeds because agriculture usually
means food, which is something
everyone is dependent upon. 

“I grew up in a world centred
around agriculture, knowing that
people ate the food we provided. It’s
important, always ensuring there’s
enough to eat.   
“Farm to Train” will happily accept

food bank donations on the night of
the ride; in fact, Pam encourages
everyone attending to bring some-
thing. 

e train will begin boarding at 5
p.m., and will depart the Uxbridge
station at approximately 6 p.m. e
train anticipates returning to
Uxbridge between 9 and 9:30 p.m.
Tickets for the September 24 Farm

to Train meal can be purchased on-
line at snapd.at/pewwjb, or by email-
ing allaboarduxbridge@gmail. com.

Thursday, September 15, 20162The Uxbridge Cosmos

Winter Hours
Now open Monday 10am-6pm

Professional skate sharpening,
repair & hockey equipment fitting.

905-862-2693
Staples Plaza, Uxbridge

A Division of 
Cosmos Publishing Inc.

Call us to help with all 
aspects of your printing 
requirements.

38 Toronto St. N., Unit 1
Uxbridge, ON   L9P 1E6

Tel 905.852.1900
Cell 647.220.9173

thecosmos@powergate.ca

Uxbridge Arena Parking Lot  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Contact us at: info@uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca
Visit our website: www.uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves,
Honey, Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables,

Maple Syrup, Fruit & More!
Buy fresh,
buy local!

Look for us every Sunday
until October 30

Speed signs for Goodwood: Mayor
Gerri Lynn O'Connor told council
that the village of Goodwood will be
having two permanent radar speed
signs installed.

She said the public works depart-
ment has the money in its budget  to
install the signs, which show passing
motorists the speed at which they are
travelling.

Once more into the breach: Hayden
Prince is beginning to be a regular
deputant at council meetings.

e 15-year-old Grade 10 student
was before council on Monday seek-
ing approval for his latest version of
Shooting4Food, in which he hopes to
raise 5,000 pounds of non-perishable
food items and $5,000 cash for the
Loaves and Fishes food bank. In three
previous efforts, Hayden has raised a
total of 5,000 food items and
$11,810 cash.

As usual, this year's event will be
held at Uxbridge Shooting Sports,
with a Zombies vs. Survivors theme.
e event will be held October 21
and run overnight to October 22.
e fundraiser sees participants wage
"war" with airsoft guns, which shoot
small bio-degradable plastic pellets.
However, this year's event will not
feature the helicopter landing, fire-
works and blank ammunition that
were part of last year's zombie war.

Hayden, who was co-winner of the
Ontario Junior Citizen of the Year
award last year, received council's
okay.

Farm to Train - be fed and feed others

The Urban Pantry’s onsite garden will supply
some of the food for the Farm to Train meal.

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the September 12
Council Meeting

Please be reminded that while The 
Cosmos does reserve the right to refuse
advertisements, items posted in the Clas-
sified section of the paper are "buyer be-
ware". Readers are reminded to NOT give
out personal information (including credit
card information or bank account num-
bers), to never agree to cash a cheque or
send any monies back, including so-called
"fees", and to exercise caution when re-
plying to all advertisements.
Please report suspicious advertisements

to The Cosmos at 905-852-1900.



e Regional Municipality of
Durham, Works Department has an-
nounced lane restrictions on York-
Durham Line (Regional Road 30),
from north of Davis Drive to north
of Sandford Road, in Uxbridge.
Work began earlier this week and is

expected to be complete by Decem-
ber 3. Unfavourable weather condi-
tions may influence the work
schedule.
Road rehabilitation work consists of

culvert replacements; ditching; curb
and gutter replacement; paving; and
new pavement markings.

e Region realizes that the work
may be disruptive, and will make

every effort to complete the work as
quickly and efficiently as possible.
Drivers are asked to exercise caution
for the safety of pedestrians, cyclists
and construction workers.

e Region of Durham is having a
sale! Local residents and business
owners, looking for office materials,
maintenance supplies, mechanical
equipment and vehicles are invited to
visit the 43rd Durham Region an-
nual auction.
Auction items can be previewed on

Friday, September 23 from 4 to 6
p.m., at the Durham Region Works
Depot, located at 825 Conlin Rd. in
Whitby (the depot is situated east of
the intersection at ickson and
Conlin roads). On Saturday, Septem-
ber 24, the gates will open at 8 a.m.,
with the auction beginning at 9:30
a.m.
is auction offers the public an op-

portunity to purchase goods that are
surplus and no longer needed by the
Region of Durham and its area mu-
nicipalities, including the towns of
Ajax and Whitby; townships of

Brock, Scugog and Uxbridge; Mu-
nicipality of Clarington; and cities of
Oshawa and Pickering. Proceeds
from the auction are used by the Re-
gion of Durham, and these munici-
palities, to fund ongoing operations.
As of press time, the list of available
items is still being compiled. How-
ever, the list currently includes: desks,
chairs, tables, cabinets, office equip-
ment, exercise equipment, cars, vans,
trucks (and accessories), trailers,
heavy equipment, gas powered saws,
lawn equipment, kitchen equipment,
televisions, and cleaning equipment.
Purchases can be paid for by cash or

debit card. High-cost items and mo-
torized equipment can be held with
a $500 deposit that is payable by
cash, debit card, certified cheque or
bank draft. e balance is required
prior to pick up. All purchases can be
picked up after the auction, but no

later than Monday, September 26 at
3 p.m. Please note that all items are
sold “as is.” e Regional Municipal-
ity of Durham does not inspect war-
ranty or guarantee any of the items
sold.
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INNA’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Piano • Keyboard • )eory
Harmony • History
For Royal Conservatory preparation (Grs. 1 - 10)
or just for fun!

Ages 5 to 95, Beginner to Advanced
All styles

INNA NOBLE, Masters in Music
110 Main St. N.      905-852-6296

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

From the MP’s desk
column by Jennifer O’Connell, MP

Town hall on electoral reform

e great weather in Uxbridge is
continuing well into September and
the previous month was a busy one
attending the many fantastic events
held across our riding. On August
20, my constituency office held our
first Ice Cream Social, where people
of all ages came out to enjoy free ice
cream, face painting, and henna art.
e event was a resounding success,
and thank you to everyone who
came out to join us! It’s always a
pleasure to get to know the residents
I serve a little bit better.

It was a tremendous honour to be
invited to attend and speak at the
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 606’s
Afghan Veterans Appreciation Day
last month. I spoke about the sacri-
fices made by Canadians who served
in the war in Afghanistan, and high-
lighted the 158 who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice and gave their lives in
service to their country. I also
touched on the responsibility of care
and respect that we owe to those vet-
erans, especially those who returned
home suffering from physical or
mental injuries. ank you once
more to the Legion for hosting this
important event and for inviting me.
In order to uphold this responsibil-

ity, our government is honouring its
commitment to support Canadian
veterans and their families. On Au-
gust 16, Minister Kent Hehr an-

nounced the reopening of nine pre-
viously-shuttered Veterans Affairs
Canada offices across the country.
Along with our plan to enhance fi-
nancial benefits for veterans and
their families, this move will restore
access to important services for those
who have selflessly and heroically
served our country. I am proud to see
our government putting this plan
into action.

Of particular notice to Uxbridge
residents: on September 24 I’ll be
hosting a town hall on electoral re-
form at Uxbridge Secondary School.
I’ll be joined by Mark Holland, the
Parliamentary Secretary for Demo-
cratic Institutions and the MP for
Ajax. Residents are invited to attend
at 11 a.m. to share their opinions
and perspectives on how we can im-
prove our country’s electoral system
for all Canadians.

It is such an honour to represent
Pickering and Uxbridge in the
House of Commons. As always, my
community office, located at Unit 4
– 1154 Kingston Road in Pickering,
is available to assist you in your deal-
ings with federal departments. Please
don’t hesitate to visit or to call us at
905-839-2878 or 1-855-275-2860.

Region to auction off surplus goods

Road restrictions on York-Durham line
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Another successful Registration Fair
was held on Wednesday, September
7, at the Arena Community Centre
with many of the organizations, pro-
grams, sports teams, etc getting the
word out to the residents of
Uxbridge.

Our Registration Fairs are held
twice a year, in September and Feb-
ruary, and they are excellent infor-
mation nights for residents to come
out, see what is available and register
the whole family all at once.

It is also our way of showing sup-
port for the many volunteers who
work hard to make sure there are a
variety of programs, sports teams,
theatre, dance schools, martial arts,
camps, skating, educational pro-
grams, cheerleading, swimming,
etc., which keeps our young people
active and healthy.

And with The Cosmos newspaper
advertising the Registration Fair
many of the groups have seen an in-
crease in their enrollment.

A huge thank you to the residents
who came out Wednesday night and
showed the volunteers how much
they appreciate their hard work, and
to The Cosmos, a thank you for the
advertising opportunity. And last
but not least (of course) the many
volunteers in our community who
are always there willing to work hard
in making sure all the programs are
available and well run.

Don’t forget, the next Registration
Fair is February 15, 2017, call or
email to register.

Bev Northeast
Organizer of the Registration

Fair 

We recently read the article in which
the Township proactively imple-
mented an aggressive and prudent
"remove and replace tree program"
to address the very serious environ-
mental impact to an important nat-

ural resource of our community, our
trees, from the Ash Boar Bug. 

As residents of Uxbridge, it is en-
couraging to see Council exhibiting
such care and respect for the survival
of our beautifully treed community,
known as The Trail Capital of
Canada, in spite of the potential fi-
nancial challenges this could have on
Township finances in the future.

As "Proud and Engaged Residents
of Uxbridge", we would like to ap-
plaud the mayor and council mem-
bers for recognizing the short and
long-term impacts this environmen-
tal threat could have had on our
community if it were not dealt with
in the expeditious and effective
manner Council has taken.

We hope all of Council recognizes
and understands that "environmen-
tal threats" can take many different
forms with the impacts being simi-
lar, yet varied, to that of the Ash
Boar Bug.

With this in mind, and looking
ahead to the coming months, one
such "environmental impact" which
must be addressed properly, and
with the appropriate level of fore-
sight and understanding is "urban
development". This is of particular
significance and importance in light
of Uxbridge's aggressive future
urban growth plans.
Currently there are three (3) appli-

cations in progress, which are await-
ing final recommendations/reports
from Council, which, if approved,
would result in the destruction of a
“Level 1 Heritage Forest in an Envi-
ronmental Constraint Area’ as des-
ignated by the LSRCA (Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority).

The residents of Uxbridge are
strongly requesting Council employ
the same, if not a greater level of due
diligence, consideration and
short/long-term assessments before
they vote on these applications.

In spite of the fact that the ‘Re-
move and Replace Tree Program’ was
the appropriate approach for ad-
dressing the environmental threat
posed by the Ash Boar Bug, any
form of approval of these specific
urban development applications
would be misguided and a grievous
error for the Township if the ap-
proval permitted a reduction, or
elimination, of trees. Preserving and
protecting our environment, espe-
cially our trees, is fundamental to
our identity as the Trail Capital of
Canada.
We recognize, and acknowledge in

principal, the financial challenges
Council faces in the delicate balance
between "urban development/rev-
enues” and “protecting our environ-
ment".  

However, it is also imperative for
the residents of Uxbridge, and our
Town Council, to stand strong in
our convictions and commitments
to protect the Uxbridge environ-
ment from the ‘urban sprawl and en-
vironmental dysfunction’ that has
occurred in other surrounding com-
munities 

As many residents of Uxbridge al-
ready know, Council has many op-
tions which could be pursued and
which would readily achieve a bal-
ance between urban development
and environmental protection.
These alternatives would result in a
very useful increase in Township rev-
enues from the new developments,
through development fees and prop-
erty taxes, while preserving our her-
itage forest. These alternatives make
it abundantly clear that it is not nec-
essary to destroy our heritage forest
in the name of progress.  

Proud and Engaged 
Residents of Uxbridge

The Trail Capital of Canada

Letters to the Editor

We had a great time at the Uxbridge Fall Fair this past weekend, just hanging
out in our green tent, handing out buttons to the passer-by, chatting with
folks from all over the township. We weren’t there to flog anything, we were
just there to see and be seen, to be a part of the action and remind people
who the real local newspaper is.
During our weekend of chatting, we discovered that an awful lot of people

haven’t been getting The Cosmos in their mail boxes. Some people also said
that they had noticed quite a drop in their general mail delivery altogether.
While we chatted, we shared that we, too, had noticed quite a drop in mail
box content of late, and had chalked it up to everyone being away during the
last weeks of summer and not wanting to pay bills (funny how the bills them-
selves seem to make it to the box no problem).

Now, we’re not pointing any fingers here, and we’re not insinuating any-
thing at all. But The Cosmos pays darned good money to be the newspaper
that lands right in the mailbox, fresh and dry, ready for reading. Every week
of the year, save two (and it might be worth noting, for those of you who
missed it but didn’t say anything to us, there was no paper the week of August
18, so no one can complain about that), The Cosmos gets delivered to seven
post offices around the region on Wednesday afternoon for delivery on Thurs-
day, latest Friday. So when we learn that that often doesn’t appear to happen,
we get a little frustrated.

We’re not the only publisher around who has the same complaint - a pro-
fessional organization we belong to had to establish a hotline for publishers
to call if things with the crown corp get crazy. We haven’t called it, yet, but
the time is drawing nigh.

It’s really great that the workers and Canada Post reached an “agreement”
that will cover off the next two years, at least, and not leave us in a horrible
bind when they go on strike/get locked out. And it’s really great that Canada
Post is ever so pleased with what a task force put forth as being the plan that
will end all the company’s woes (raise eyebrow here). But we’re not sure that
we the people are being served in the best way possible, and we’re curious as
to what’s up. Now, we don’t want our local carriers to read this and get really
ticked with us and throw all our newspapers in the rubbish rather than deliver
them (never mind that that’s illegal), so we’ll give the benefit of the doubt
and offer that perhaps things have been very slow because of all the
strike/lockout talk, and that perhaps carriers were on summer holidays and
substitutes just didn’t have the delivery routes down pat. But now there is no
work stoppage looming, and everyone should be finished holidays for awhile,
so we’re anticipating that we will be getting no more phone calls or visits
from readers saying that they did not receive their Cosmos in the mail. If we
do get one of these calls, we’re going to keep careful track of every detail -
where, when, who and the like - and call that hotline number. See what they
can do for us. Because we don’t like when thousands of dollars are spent on
paper just going to recycling.

Why haven’t you been recording this information all along, you ask? Oh,
we have. And we called Canada Post, wanting to talk to a supervisor about it
all. He was on holidays.

Our two cents
Going for the mail

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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How many of you have broken the law in the
past week without even knowing it? My guess
would be most of those who have driven past a
school in the morning or evening rush-hour.

I broke the law several times on Monday af-
ternoon while driving four trips along Plank's
Lane between the high school and Joseph
Gould Public School. However, unlike all of
you other law-breakers, I readily admit I did it
in full knowledge that I was breaking the law.
So I'm waiting for Chief Bylaw Officer Andre
Gratton to come pay me a visit. What did I do?
I applied my brakes!

According to Mr. Gratton, in a report pre-
sented to council on Monday morning, No
Stopping signs "stipulate no vehicle is permit-
ted to stop in a "No Stopping" area, this in-
cluding braking, idling, stopping and
dropping off." The bold typeface is his, not
mine, just so we know that he means what he
says. He made doubly sure of that when Coun-
cillor Pat Molloy questioned him about includ-
ing "braking" in the list.

"Consensus is you shouldn't even be putting
your foot on the brake," Mr. Gratton answered.
He did not enlighten us as to what group came
to that consensus.
No Stopping signs are now posted the length

of the north side of Planks Lane from Nelkydd
Lane to Third Ave. and on the south side from
the public school to Nelkydd. They are also on
the east side of Third Ave. South from Planks
to Brock. I defy anyone to drive west along
Planks, when school is either going in or com-
ing out, without applying the brakes at least
once. In my four trips, I only managed once to
get through without using my brakes. Other
vehicles pull out of the high school parking lots
in front of you, students run across the road
and, um, there was one more thing. What was
it? Oh yes, there's a pedestrian crosswalk be-
tween the two schools, installed recently fol-
lowing a request from Mr. Gratton. But I
shouldn't be putting my foot on the brake.

To drive along Third to Brock is to see large
numbers of high school students streaking
across the road. No braking?

When I questioned council about the inclu-
sion of this word, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Con-
nor said it's understood what Mr. Gratton
means and bylaw officers monitoring traffic in
the area will use their discretion.

I'm sorry, but I think Mr. Gratton should
have shown discretion by not including the
word in the first place and then by not defend-
ing its meaning so vociferously. In my opinion,

telling motorists they must not use their brakes
in a school zone is not only incompetent, it's
completely irresponsible.

That's not the only thing wrong with his re-
port. After telling us about the No Stopping
areas, his report's very next words are: "Further-
more, vehicles may stop in the prohibited area
as long as you are actively picking up or un-
loading patrons as per the Highway Traffic
Act."

No Parking means parking is prohibited. No
Stopping means stopping is prohibited. So,
since both areas, by definition, are prohibited
areas, can we stop or can't we stop? 

Later in the report, Mr. Gratton says: "Any
vehicles observed in the "No Stopping" or "No
Parking" areas will receive a parking infraction
or may be summons (sic) to court." I know
what he means, but someone just driving down
the road is in those areas, so, once again, what
he says makes no sense.

But rest assured, our chief bylaw officer is
going to make the school zones safe. A com-
munication from his office says "a 'zero toler-
ance' approach to illegal parking and stopping
will be enforced. . ."

Given the wording of his report, you would
need three lawyers in your back pocket to fig-
ure out what is illegal and what isn't.
Mr. Gratton followed this report with another

concerning reorganization of the bylaw and an-
imal control departments, which sees the four
workers at animal control folded under Mr.
Gratton's supervision, which means he now has
seven staff to command. Could the additional
responsibility he has had placed on his shoul-
ders account for the fact that on the school
zone report he identified himself as manager of
bylaw services and in the second report he has
become manager of municipal law enforce-
ment?
The second report makes as much sense as the

first. He speaks of increasing animal shelter
hours by two hours on Saturdays to promote
adoptions, an after-hours answering service to
better handle emergencies and improve cus-
tomer service, and a more consistent approach
to enforcement. Then he says the changes will
have "no effect to the staffing, levels of service
and enforcement." Didn't he just say there will
be a better level of service, a better level of en-
forcement?
It seems to me, given his newly elevated status,

we should be able to expect better written re-
ports than these.
Tell me, am I wrong?

We hadn’t seen each other in a while. We
stopped to catch up. My friend told me it had
been a tough summer. His father had passed.
He’d had to put a favourite pet down. So, his
work as an artist had suffered. We’re about the
same age and we talked about whether the idea
of stopping work or even retirement had en-
tered his thinking. He pointed out, while it
might be appropriate and healthy to slow down
or even retire, that it wasn’t feasible.

“I can’t just decide to stop working,” he said.
“Working artists can’t afford to do that.”

We talked a while about what retirement
might look like for him. He sensed that he
might do more work of his own choosing, as
opposed to the work that customers needed or
wanted done. But ultimately we came back to
the kind of work life he experiences.
“Freelance work never stops,” he said. 
His comment rang true to me in more ways

than one. A few weeks ago, I attended a work
session with my colleagues at the college where
I teach. The topic was how to explain “precar-
ious work” to our students. In other words, we
were asked to strategize about ways to break it
to our students in the communications profes-
sions, that they may not find regular, wage-pay-
ing, staff positions complete with benefits and
pensions when they left school. And, we were
asked to discuss just how they might therefore
have to endure “precarious work.” I asked what
our definition of precarious work was.

“Workers who fill permanent job needs, but
are denied permanent employee rights,” some-
body said. “It generally means unstable em-
ployment, lower wages and more dangerous
working conditions.”
“Like freelancing,” I said out loud.
The Globe and Mail recently published some

statistics on the subject, offering a bit of a
sketch of what precarious work looked like in
the Greater Toronto Area. According to the
story, 44 per cent of adults in the GTA work in
jobs that are considered insecure. The study
further defined those in precarious work as
“people (in) temp agencies, contract workers,
freelancers.” And it said the percentage was up
from the 2011 figure of 41 per cent. I won-
dered, as I read the story, how many of those
questioned did not consider the work precari-
ous, but indeed a preferred option. 

I know a lot of people in this community –
contractors, artisans, musicians, actors and
writers, for example – who don’t want to work
as staffers for many reasons. Those who are in-
dependent handymen, for lack of a better term,

prefer the freedom to choose their jobs and
those they work with. They pay, protect and re-
spect the rights of others they hire the same as
a corporation should. However, as far as bene-
fits and pensions, etc., they have to plan and
pay for those on their own. 

Artists (and I know because before I became
a college teacher a few years ago, I had been a
freelance writer almost all of my working life)
don’t want their creations to be the property of
some company or corporation. They want to
maintain their copyright and that’s a benefit
that comes with freelance status; they want the
freedom to be able to create works of their own
choosing, not their bosses’ choosing. The free-
dom, of course, comes with the risk of unem-
ployment, no accident insurance, and a
pension only if one prepares for it on one’s
own.

“Oh, that’s now called ‘gigging culture,’” one
of my teaching colleagues said. “And that’s a
whole lot different than precarious work.” 

I nodded, but suggested that maybe our role
as teachers wasn’t to scare our students into
thinking that being independent, well-orga-
nized, self-employed professionals was a death
sentence. I said I can think of many, including
myself, who managed (with assistance from my
wife who also freelanced through part of her ca-
reer) to share the responsibility of a household,
pay a mortgage and raise children on a freelance
income. And we chose that path. 
The other night, I attended an event kicking

off the Uxbridge Celebration of the Arts. It fea-
tured one of this community’s genuine stars, an
actor who has worked in film, television and
stage for the better part of 50 years. At the
Music Hall Saturday night, Kenneth Welsh
staged an evening of Shakespearean moments
– some were of our choosing, some were mo-
ments he chose. Kenneth gave us bits of Ham-
let, Macbeth, Twelfth Night, Merchant of Venice,
Henry V and on and on. Like the artist I men-
tioned at the outset of my column, Welsh – I’m
fairly certain – has worked as freelance actor
most of his life. He has worked precariously
from the start and, through much hard work,
has succeeded.

And while I recognize, as Kenneth has, that
choice presents tough challenges, I don’t think
any of my freelance colleagues would have it
any other way. It’s a calling. It’s a risk. It’s a free-
dom that sometimes money just can’t buy.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Precarious or preferred

The new school season is starting.
Consider bringing your child in for a back-to-school
checkup!

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Come and get me!
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by Nancy Melcher

In one evening, a group of local
women made a HUGE difference to
Josh Morrison’s fundraising cam-
paign for Habitat for Humanity
Durham’s Penny House Campaign.
Last Wednesday, the Uxbridge Chap-
ter of 100 Women Who Care voted
to donate to Pennies4Homes. While
the exact amount has not been deter-
mined yet, it’s expected that over
$13,000 will go towards the cause,
pushing the Penny House account
close to $50,000, half way to Josh’s
goal of ten million pennies! 
Cosmos readers are well acquainted

with Josh Morrison, who has been
working towards this goal since
2013. He’s helped schools hold coin
drives, spoken to local organizations,
church groups, service clubs and
businesses, appeared on CBC,
CHEX, Global and Rogers TV, and
received the 2014 Ontario Junior
Citizen of the Year Award. 
When asked how he sustains his en-

thusiasm after three years, he replied,
“Hard is not a synonym for impossi-
ble. I want kids to change the world

by starting with their own commu-
nity. If I quit, I’m showing the world
that it’s OK to desert what you’ve
started and throw away all your hard
work for nothing.” 
100 Women Who Care is an organ-

ization that attempts to make an im-
pact to local charities. They meet
quarterly, and at the one-hour meet-
ing they select a charity. Each mem-
ber writes a cheque directly to that
charity – a simple, efficient and effec-
tive way to raise money. More infor-
mation can be found at
www.100womenuxbridge.com.
There’s a dedicated group of local
men too:
www.100menuxbridge.com. 

Interested in helping Josh reach his
goal? He’s organized a Family Fun
Fair and Spaghetti Dinner. It will be
at the Arena Community Centre on
October 15 from noon until 9 p.m.
There will be free games, activities
and prizes for all ages from 12 to 5
p.m., followed by supper with per-
formances by Robyn Ottolini,
Dawna Huiznga, Madison Holder
and Carlie Laidlaw & Friends. Din-
ner guests include Mayor O’Connor

and a Habitat Partner Family. Try
your hand at Slap Shot Radar, toss a
ball at the dunk tank, and bid on
silent auction items from local mer-
chants including Rutledge Jewelers,
Wooden Sticks, Boston Pizza, Shop-
pers Drug Mart, Little Acorn and
more. Sponsors include Frankie’s,
The Meat Merchant, Primo, Cana-
dian Tire Uxbridge and others. 

Tickets for supper (gluten-free op-
tions available – pasta and sauce
courtesy of Primo) are available in
person at Quilter’s Cupboard, Little
Acorn, The Uxbridge Cosmos, and on-
line through SnapdTix.com (Stouf-
fville/Uxbridge location), or at the
door. Family: $25, Adult: $10, and
12 & under: $5. People wishing to
donate silent auction items may con-
tact Josh at 905-852-4202 or mo-
family736@hotmail.com. Donations
to the campaign can be made directly
at www.canadahelps.org/dn/24901,
or at the TD Bank in the Vince’s
plaza. Find out more on Facebook:
Habitat for Humanity Durham Inc.
– Josh’s Pennies4Homes Campaign. 

Penny House campaign receives 100 x 100 x 100 pennies



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

e 31st edition of the Uxbridge
Studio Tour is happening this week-
end, and hundreds of people from
across the province are going to de-
scend on the studios and homes of
27 different local artists (each of
whom features one or more guest
artists). Many, however, are daunted
by the notion of going on a studio
tour. ey feel like they aren’t “artsy”
enough to walk into a stranger’s stu-
dio and look like they know what
they’re doing. 
e very reason the Studio Tour ex-

ists is to dispel the myth that one
needs to know about art in order to
go on the tour.
“at’s why the artists are there!” ex-

claims artist and one of the many
tour volunteer organizers Judy Bear.
“We are there to discuss our work
with people, to talk to them, try and
establish a connection!”

Having been involved in the
Uxbridge Studio Tour for many
years, Judy knows the various sorts of
people who go on the Tour. Some,
she says, are people who know an
artist’s work and return time after
time to see how that person’s work
has changed or evolved. Others are
people who enjoy visiting various
neighbourhoods of artists, dividing
the large tour area up into sections
and taking on different sections each
year. (“It’s too much to do in one

weekend,” says Judy. “You aren’t
going to get it all in.”)

Judy frankly states that she, as well
as the other artists on the tour, are
well aware that most people won’t
buy a piece while on the tour, but
adds that the tour is not a giant art
sale, and that people shouldn’t feel
like they have to buy something.

“Artists, whether they’re painters,
sculptors, potters, all do what they
do because it’s a way to communi-
cate. Art is a form of communica-

tion, a way to connect with other
people. We’re a group of like-minded
people who want to share our ideas
with others. Art shouldn’t be intimi-
dating or scary. It needs to be experi-
enced.”

Judy says all the artists on the tour
welcome questions about their work
- everything from “What inspires
you?” to “Where do you buy your
supplies?” is a springboard to a dis-
cussion and a possible connection. 

e Uxbridge Studio Tour is open

to EVERYONE this Saturday, Sep-
tember 17, from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.,
and Sunday, September 18, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Grab your eyes and an

open mind, and explore. Details on
the self-guided tour can be found at
uxbridgestudiotour.com.
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• Able to work on call, nights and week-ends during winter season
• Summer regular day working hours
• Service and repair of small and large equipment in field and shop
• Ensure all equipment meets quality and safety standards
• Ensure all appropriate follow up paperwork and computer
procedures are completed

• Maintain an organized safe work area including shop, service
truck and tools

Required experience:
• Mechanical Skills: 2-3 years
• Welding: 1 to 2 year’s
• 1-2 years experience with small engine, lawn and garden
equipment

• 1-2 years experience with Farm tractors / loaders

Hourly Wage based upon experience. 
After 6 months of employment, you will be eligible for our Benefit Program. 
This covers standard: medical, dental, vision and prescriptions.
Please email your resume to gtaejobs@clintar.com or fax to 416-291-6792

Full Time Mechanic
York/Durham Region

Pickering-Uxbridge
Constituency Office

Unit 4-1154 Kingston Road, Pickering, ON L1V 1B5
Toll Free 1-844-275-2860

Fax (905) 839-2423

Proud to serve our community!

ELECTORAL REFORM TOWN HALL 
September 24

11:00 am - 1:00 pm  •  Uxbridge High School 
Mark Holland, Parliamentary Secretary for Democratic

Institutions will also be in attendance

For questions, residents can call us at 905-839-2878
or email at Jennifer.OConnell@parl.gc.ca

Jennifer
O’Connell

Member of Parliament

Uxbridge Studio Tour - not an art sale, it’s an art share
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THIS WEEKEND
Sat., Sept. 17: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Meet at the
roadside parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.

21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat., Sept. 17: Beard shaving
fundraiser to support the Tyler
Massey Memorial Playground
(Goodwood P.S.). 168 Brock St. W., 11
a.m. - 2 p.m. BBQ lunch, sponsored in
part by Firebridge Fireplaces. Donate on-
line at tylermassey.ca or at the event.

Sun., Sept. 18: Uxbridge Terry
Fox Run. Elgin Park Bandshell. 8:15
a.m. registration, 9 a.m. start. All dona-
tions go directly to cancer research. 2, 5
or 10km. Walk, run or bike. Family
event, all ages and abilities welcome. To
volunteer or questions please email mfer-
raro@powergate.ca
Sun., Sept.18: Children’s Fun Day.
Trinity United Church, 11:15 a.m.
Games, ice cream, desserts, ball park hot
dogs, hamburgers & corn on the cob will
be served. Everyone is welcome. If you
wish to attend Church Service before Fun
Day it starts at 10 a.m.
Sun., Sept.18: 60th Anniversary
of Bethesda Reach Women’s Insti-
tute! Enjoy tea and reminisce with past
and present, near and far Women’s Insti-
tute members. Uxbridge Senior’s Centre.
2 - 4 p.m. Contact 905 852 7128 for
more information.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Sept. 19: Monday Morning
Singers. Start this fall singing with this
Women's Choir Mondays 9:15 - 11:30
a.m. St. Paul's Anglican Church, 65
Toronto Street South, Uxbridge. Anne
Mizen directs the choir in a variety of
music from folk to classical. No auditions.
www.mmsingers.org  905-852-3693
Mon. Sept. 19: Pineridge Chorus
Singers Guest Night. 7:15 p.m.,
Uxbridge Music Hall. For more informa-
tion, see ad on page 2, call  905-852-
6327, or visit
pineridgechorusuxbridge.ca. Pineridge
Chorus is a Sweet Adelines Chapter.
Mon., Sept. 19: Seniors Cribbage
begins, 7:30 p.m.
Tues., Sept. 20: Uxbridge Senior
Citizens' Club Pot Luck Lunch. 12
p.m. Dishes will be provided, please
bring a mug. New members welcome!
Membership $10/person per year.
Thurs., Sept. 22: Lunch n’ Learn -
Fraud Prevention, Recognizing the
Danger. PC Kristy Frech will speak on
how to recognize and protect yourself
from fraud. 12 - 2 p.m. Pay-What-You-
Can lunch catered by North House, fol-
lowed by PC Frech's presentation and a
Question & Answer session. Please note
the change of date to the 4th Thursday
for September only.  Register by phoning

905-852-7016.
Thurs., Sept. 22: ‘Every Trail Has
a Story’  7 p.m. Join local author, out-
door adventurist and educator Bob Hen-
derson for a talk about following
historical trails, heritage travel, and sto-
ries about travelling across Canada from
east to west and north to south. Bob’s
books will be available for purchase.
Event is hosted by the Uxbridge Historical
Centre and takes place at the museum
schoolhouse. Admission by donation at
the door.
Thurs., Sept. 22: Beef Dinner with
all the fixings! Goodwood Community
Hall,  prepared by the Goodwood United
Church. $20, beginning 4:30 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 23: Fall Homecoming
Festival at Uxbridge Free Methodist
Church, 81 Reach St., 5 p.m. Come
enjoy free food, games and activities for
the whole family and an outdoor family
movie at dusk.
Sat., Sept. 24: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike with
some hills.  No dogs please.  Meet at
road side parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., Sept. 24: Canadian Friends’
(Quaker) Historical Association
(CFHA) Annual General Meeting,
Bus Tour and Dinner with keynote
presentation by historian and author
Allan McGillivray. Uxbridge Historical
Centre. The public are invited to attend
the afternoon bus tour of local Quaker
sites ($15, advance ticket required) and
the dinner with keynote presentation
($45, advance ticket required). For more
information and to register, go to
www.cfha.info or phone 647-995-5459

UPCOMING
Mon. Sept. 26: Pineridge Chorus
Singers Guest Night. 7:15 p.m.,
Uxbridge Music Hall. For more informa-
tion, see ad on page 2, call  905-852-
6327, or visit
pineridgechorusuxbridge.ca. Pineridge
Chorus is a Sweet Adelines Chapter.
Tues., Sept. 27: Monitoring Black
and Polar Bears in Ontario. Join
North Durham Nature for a presentation
given by Erica from Trent University.

Erica is a wildlife research biologist who
has studied many species, including cari-
bou, coyotes, Blanding’s Turtles and
bears. She will discuss how  Ontario’s
bear species are studied, including how
researchers find bears, monitor their
movements, and estimate population
size. In addition she will discuss her own
research on the survival of Black Bears in
Algonquin Park. 7 p.m., Uxbridge Se-
nior’s Centre. A $5 donation is appreci-
ated from non-members. For more
information, please contact  James.Kam-
stra@aecom.com or visit our website. 

ONGOING
The North Durham Photography
Association "ARTifacts" photo ex-
hibit, Uxbridge Historical Centre. Fea-
turing views of our heritage from an
artistic viewpoint as well as a mini exhibit
of pre-digital film cameras from the past
100 years. Exhibit open during museum
hours Wed. to Sun., July to Sept. 30. For
more information contact: stuart
blower@sbvisualmedia.ca
GriefShare: Wednesdays, 2 - 4 p.m.,
Uxbridge Baptist Church. To register or
find out more about GriefShare, call Judy
Atkins at 905-852-5921 or email
j.atkins@saintpauls.ca. You can also look
under the COMMUNITY tab at
www.stpaulsleaskdale.com. 
Uxbridge Legion Branch #170. Eu-
chre every Friday evening at 7p.m.

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

38 Toronto Street North, Unit 1, Uxbridge, Ontario, L9P 1E6
Tel: 905.852.1900       Cell: 647.220.9173       Email: thecosmos@powergate.ca 

The Uxbridge Cosmos Online.
No subscription necessary.

www.thecosmos.ca

Direct links to 
advertisers

Read your favourite
columnists

Catch up on 
township news

Contact us directly
from website

Josh’s Penny House
Campaign Update
Thank you so much to 100 Women Who Care for
choosing this campaign to support! Thank you to
everyone at the Fall Fair that I was able to give
our event info cards to. I hope we can spread the
word all across Uxbridge and surrounding towns!
If you want a stack of info cards to give out, please
give me a shout! 
UPCOMING EVENTS: Euchre Tourney Sept. 25 at

1 p.m. at the Uxbridge Legion (Thanks to Charlena
Davis). Family Fun Fair and Spaghetti Dinner Oct.
15 from 12 - 9 p.m. at the Uxbridge Arena Com-
munity Centre. Dinner served from 5-8 p.m. We'll
have a large silent auction, fun games and activi-
ties for all ages, and lots of performances from
awesome musicians, including Katrina Hachey. Buy
tickets at Snapd.com, Quilters Cupboard, Little
Acorn, the Cosmos Office, and at the Restore.
You can reach me at 905-852-4204 or on Face-

book, donate at any TD bank branch, account
#5240588-3184 or on-line at
www.canadahelps.org/dn/24901  (specify Josh's
Penny House). Please keep your deposit slip and
ask for a tax receipt in the Restore on Reach Street,
or scan it and email me at mofamily736@hot-
mail.com.
Thank You!    Joshua Morrison



by Amy Hurlburt

Agnes Lobbezoo is no stranger to the
Uxbridge arts scene: from minia-
tures, baby dolls, painting, knitting
and more, her creativity and dedica-
tion to the pursuit of excellence are
well-established. is summer
marked a new creative milestone: the
publishing of her first book, ‘Knook
Your Socks Off.’

If you’ve never heard of knooking
(pronounced nook-ing) before,
you’re not alone: this relatively new
but up-and-coming stitching
method is a cross between knitting
and crocheting. e knook is a cro-
chet hook with an eye at the non-
hook end, accompanied by a nylon
cord. “Knocking is basically crochet-
ing a knitted product,” explains
Agnes. 

Agnes’ book is a step-by-step (no
pun intended) guide to knooking
socks, complete with over 100 pho-
tos to make the learning process easy
to follow for even the most novice of
crafters.

e publishing of the book is the
culmination of years of work, as well
as the development of her own
method of making socks in this man-
ner. For Agnes, her affinity for craft-
ing began in her birthplace of
Holland. 

“I was taught to knit when I was
five, and in Europe arts are a big part
of the curriculum, so it’s part of my
genetic makeup,” explains Agnes.
“Not everyone likes it but I did.” 
Her abilities with knitting and cro-

cheting prompted her to experiment
with making socks about six or seven
years ago, but she found that both
methods had their frustrations.   
“Knitting socks on four needles can

be frustrating for some and if you use
the wrong stitches in crocheting
socks, they do not feel comfortable
to wear,” explains Agnes. “Knooking
socks might be a way out for those
who want to make their own socks
in a different way.”

After discovering knooking, Agnes
saw the opportunity to try a new
method of sock making. “I saw a
package in a store and I discovered
knooking and tried making dish-
cloths and scarves, and figured there
must be a way to make it work for
socks.”

After about two years of experi-
menting with creating patterns,
Agnes finally decided that it might
be a good idea to write all this down,
just in case. Following some urging
from friends to patent her work, she
eventually copyrighted the first draft
of her book and opted to self-publish
it. After several edits and some chal-
lenges with various publishers mak-
ing their own changes or refusing to
include photographs, Agnes finally
found a Vancouver publisher who
had no hidden costs, and it was a
match. “Looking for a publisher was
the most difficult part,” says Agnes.
“It’s a bit of an intellectual process of

searching and finding the right
one…when you finally are about to
accept contract, there’s a ‘do I dare
push the button’ moment, but de-
cided I would!”

e benefits to partaking in fo-
cussed, creative efforts are well-doc-
umented: a few minutes of research
brings up a myriad of studies indicat-
ing that repetitive, mindful activities
like knitting, crocheting and  knook-
ing can have positive implications for
stress relief, mental health, and even
reduce the mild cognitive impair-
ment that comes with aging. Despite
the benefits, working on creative
projects of this nature does appear to
be a (literally) lost art, more often
than not.

“A lot of people in my generation
learned how to knit, crochet, em-
broider, macrame, etc., but they ei-
ther lost interest, have no time or
want to get back into it and need
some motivation to start up again.”
says Agnes. She is quick to note that
there ARE local
classes available for
those to choose to
take advantage of
them – Agnes herself
has taught knitting
and crocheting previ-
ously at Durham
College. Knitting cir-
cles or book circles
also tend to operate as
an ideal opportunity
to connect and tap
into the creative out-
let. 

“Crocheting, knit-
ting and knooking
items is relaxing, for
sure,” says Agnes. “It
keeps your hands
busy. It’s a great way

to de-stress while keeping your hands
busy. For people like me, I can’t sit
and do nothing. So if I’m watching a
movie, I knit or crochet.”

Besides the mental stimulation,
there’s also the obvious benefit of cre-
ating a finished product. Says Agnes,
“One thing about making your own
garments – it gets noticed. Whether
it’s a sweater or socks - people love
the look of homemade things. Even
if you can’t do it yourself; you can
place orders from people who do.
ere’s a pull to having something
handmade. People appreciate it. e
time it takes, and it never goes out of
style.”

‘Knook Your Socks Off’ will be
available at Blue Heron Books in
Uxbridge, Never Enough Wool in
Port Perry, and online on Amazon
and for Kindle and Kobo. You can
also contact Agnes directly to order a
copy: just email ajalobbezoo@sym-
patico.ca.
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FOUR SQUARE
CONSTRUCTION LTD.

Fax: 905-862-0030

Builder of Fine Custom Homes
Renovations & Additions 
Specializing in Carpentry

Chris Brunne

Tel: 905-862-0040

www.foursquareconstruction.ca

cbfoursquare@aol.com

Get it in Writing from Chris!

C      

Across
1  Kind of cheese
5  Long-eared pack animal
8  Secretive org.
11  Fitness assoc.
12  Swindle
13  Italian car maker
14  Ballistic missile system,
for short
15  Together
16  Gym set
17  Brace material
19  Lawsuit
21  ____ your engine
23  Goes here and there
26  Personal view
30  Gull-like bird
31  Catch __-handed
32  Harmless cyst
34  Vineyard in France
36  Rip apart
39  One of the Armada
42  Sully
44  "___ Tuck" show
45  Goat hybrid
47  Boston newspaper
51  Bygone
54  Thai people
56  Golden calf, e.g.
57  Do away with
58  Wasted
59  Cartographer, James
60  In poor health
61  Immature newt
62  Bungles

Down
1  Athletic facilities
2  Bypass
3  Ground plot
4  Bar
5  In the past
6  'N ___ band
7  Primitive fishing tool
8  Disapproving expression
9  British roll
10  "___ De-Lovely"
13  Flip (out)
18  Neck adornment in
Hawaii
20  Nine-sound signal
22  Pledge
24  Greatly
25  Delhi wrap
26  Alternative word
27  Smart-alecky
28  Fancy
29  Just out
33  Palindromic girl's name
35  Direction
37  Smart and brilliant
38  Spit contains it
40  Oil drilling machinery
41  Unite, in a way
43  Machine-made net
46  Artless one
48  Skunk's defense
49  Churl
50  Some lodge members
51  Pressure meas., for short
52  ____ one's energy
53  Actor Mineo
55  Giant of old

You too can learn to knook from a book

Agnes Lobbezoo holds her latest creation, a book on how to ‘knook”.  Photo by Amy Hurlburt
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SERVICES
ACCOUNTING SERVICES: Downtown Uxbridge &
GTA. Bookkeeping to corporate tax & everything in
between. Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor. 27 years
experience. Eric 905-852-9110. eric@erickis.com
10/17  
TUTOR AVAILABLE for Grades through to 10, all
levels, all subjects. Retired teacher. $50/hr. 905-862-
3752   10/6
PIANO LESSONS: Carolyn Piet is offering piano
lessons at her home in Uxbridge. Contact number 905-
862-3846.   9/22
VIOLIN LESSONS: Bachelor of Music graduate
offering lessons in Uxbridge. Classical music focused,
also teaches fiddle and improvisation. Music theory and
ear training available. Call (905) 852-0277 or email
vi.ioannou@gmail.com   9/22
TUTOR AVAILABLE for Grades 9 & 10 applied math,
and Grades 9 & 10 applied and academic English. 416-
254-3251, ask for Dave. 10/27
ACCOUNTING SERVICES: Downtown Uxbridge &
surrounding area. Bookkeeping to corporate tax
returns and everything in between. Quickbooks Pro
Advisor. 27 years’ experience. Eric 905-852-9110,
416-712-7816 or eric@erickis.com   9/8
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR - Elementary,
Secondary, College, University, and Adult Learners;
Reading, Writing, Grammar, Proof-reading,
Assignments, Masters/Doctoral Theses coach.
Experienced Educator 905-852-1145.   9/29
THE HOME INSPECTOR TM. The last weekends of
summer. What are you doing to get ready for winter?
www.thehomeinspector.ca. James Buren BA RHI #0193.
Call or text 416-567-4282.   9/29    
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER SERVICES:
PC & Mac friendly - local & award winning - we get to
you quickly and fix your problems fast. Call Mick @
905-715-3080 or checkout www.corblimey.ca   9/29
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA.
The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-
642-3339. An uplifting experience!   9/29
PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no crates or
kennels, reasonable rates. Uxbridge only. 905-852-
4454   9/29
TOP QUALITY CUSTOM DECKS, Pergolas,
Gazebos, Pool Cabanas, Shelters, Porches and other
Custom Yard Structures. Contact Steve at Northwood
Custom Decks, 905-852-1750, or email
steve@northwoodcustomdecks.ca  9/29
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality

repair and sales from a local, experienced professional.
Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  9/29
HOMEWATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING SERVICES:
Let HomeWatch care for your home/garden & pets
while away this summer. Visit www.home-watch.ca for
more info or email hstewart@powergate.ca. Heather
Stewart cell 905-852-8525  9/29

WANTED
PRESS OPERATOR needed to run hot foil stamping
machines for imprinting ribbon products for the award
industry. Flexible hours available, business located in
Uxbridge. Please contact awards@baldwinsales.com
9/22
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN APPRENTICESHIP
opportunity in Beaverton for a professional, punctual,
conscientious person with good communication skills.
European and Asian vehicle enthusiast preferred. 416-
505-8634 for info.   9/15
LICENSED AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE TECHNICIAN
opportunity in Stouffville. Latest equipment, ongoing
training and health benefits offered. Independent VW,
Audi and Porsche specialty shop. Resumé to
info@410auto.ca.   9/15
WANTED: A break from doing the same old things!
Get out of the house! Immerse yourself in a varied art
experience! Come out and see us! Brought to you by
#6, www.uxbridgestudiotour.com   9/15
PERSONAL ASSISTANT NEEDED to start
immediately; part-time position. I am offering 16
hours/week at $25 per hour. All applicants should
email murrayetwilliams@gmail.com directly.   9/22 

FOR SALE
HAY: Alfalfa, liftable bales, stored inside. Also, helper
wanted, ideal for student. 905-852-7634   9/22
BEAMS AND BOARDS from 150 year old barn.
Various lengths and widths. From a Leaskdale barn.
905-852-5005.   9/15
2004 CHEVROLET EPICA: “as is”. Black. Asking
price $2,388. Mileage is 124,007 KMS. 10w30,
includes 4 brand new snow tires (Can. Tire), new
battery. Suggest new brake job. Contact Irene at 905-
852-4454.  irma72@sympatico.ca   9/15
OFFICE DESK. Dark wood. 30” x 60” with locking file
drawer and 40” wing. $75. Delivery available. 905-
862-3882   9/15
SEASONED HARDWOOD. Bush cords $420. Face

cords $160. Delivered and stacked. Uxbridge area.
416-460-7667   9/29
BAND INSTRUMENTS: French horn (single) $350;
Fluegel horn $400; Rosewood bassoon $400; Bass
trombone $400; C Melody Conn saxophone $500; Conn
organ (2 manual, 40 stops, 2 8va pedals, deluxe
bench). Call for details, 705-228-8108   9/15
SUPER CLEAN WHEAT STRAW. Small squares.
Grab your winter supply now. 905-852-5568.   9/25

FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM HOUSE. Finished basement, Uxbridge
area. No pets. Avail. Oct. 8. $1,450 + utilities. Also
available: 2 rooms for $1,250 utilities included. 647-
218-6545.   9/22

EVENTS
AMAZING LAVENDER. Free seminar at Richters
Herbs, Goodwood. Join Christel von Engelbrechten,
Sunday, September 18, 2 - 3 p.m. Everyone welcome.
Go to www.richters.com/events for more information
or call 905-640-6677.  9/15
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION can be
highly effective in helping to bring calm and clarity to
the pressures of daily life. It offers insights that help to
dissolve the barriers to a full development of wisdom
and compassion. A six-week introductory course is
being offered, running Sunday mornings from 11 -
12:30 beginning Sun., Oct. 2. To register contact Gail
at 905-904-0273 or email: ghorner@zing-net.ca
9/29
MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION
SANGHA - 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the month at Blue
Heron Studio, 7- 8:30 p.m. Experienced and those new
to meditation are welcome. Contact us at
ghorner@zing-net.ca   9/29

FOUND
A NEW WAY of exploring your creative side. If you
have lost this, please contact #6 on the Uxbridge Studio
Tour this weekend!   9/15

YARD SALE
DOWNSIZING - Sept. 17, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m., 24 Church
St. Come one, come all! Elvis collector plates, Boyd’s
Bear Collectors, Christmas decorations and much more. 

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
CHECK US
OUT NOW!
WE’RE YOUR #1

INVESTMENT?

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Remind the people to be
subject to rulers and 
authorities...” Titus 3:1

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding areas

MOE licensed



Peter Saarsgard is Bobby Kennedy
and is rather muted, though he does
allow us to see the caustic side of
Bobby, who was openly devastated
by his brother’s shooting and had
himself just another five years to live.
I was surprised he made no effort to
bring to the part that pronounced
Kennedy accent, choosing instead to
capture the hurt of the character and
the nastiness Bobby was known for.

In every way this is Portman's film
and the gifted actress we have
watched grow up on screen does the
finest work of her career in her most
challenging role. Breathtaking.

LA LA LAND (****)

You will float on air after seeing La
La Land, one of the most joyous ex-
periences I have had in a theatre in a
long long time. 

e opening sequence takes place
on an endless California freeway, as
miles of people get out of the cars
and trucks and perform a massive
song and dance number that will
knock you out. You wonder how the
film will ever recover from that stun-
ning opening, but it does, and just
keeps floating you higher and higher.
It is a bliss-out of a movie, the sort
that leaves you swooning over the
sheer magic of the movies.
La La Land might be the ultimate

love letter to Hollywood musicals,
and it wears its heart on its sleeve
throughout.

Directed by the brilliant Damien
Chazelle, who gave us Whiplash
(2014), this is a return to old-style

Hollywood musical making, and
though it captures the feeling of
those sunny old musicals it still packs
an edge with its modern day story.
It is a love story about an ambitious

young actress played with Lucille Ball
charm by Emma Stone, in a lovely
wide-eyed performance audiences
will adore, who falls for a moody jazz
musician played by Ryan Gosling. I
was worried initially that we were in
for another New York, New York
(1977) nightmare a la De Niro, but
it never happens, Gosling is very
good.

is, however, announces Emma
Stone as a major star, and maybe

major actress, but star for sure. She is
radiant on the screen with those huge
green eyes that allow us into her soul.
She can dance, and sing a little, but
totally pulls it off. Gosling struggles
with the singing, but is a competent
dancer and of course a major actor.

It is constantly energetic and
bouncy, and the energy on the screen
is infectious in every way. It might be
the best musical made in American
since Cabaret (1972).
We have an exciting new filmmaker

and his name is Damien Chazelle
and he loves movies.
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• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
GREAT SPECIALS ON THIS WEEKEND!

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Jackie and La La Land

You’re invited to celebrate

Grace Walker’s
85th Birthday!

Sunday, September 25th from 1 - 4 pm
Uxbridge Senior’s Centre

Best Wishes Only

In Uxbridge Since 1973
4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

PINE
FURNITURE

7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge

Admission by donation at the door

Friday,
Sept. 16    
Django Djunkies
Guitar

This York/Durham
group of musicians
plays a style of music
developed by the Gyp-
sies after hearing swing
music during the war.
Tow-tapping music for
everyone!

John Foote has been hanging out at the
Toronto International Film Festival
for the past few days, and has been
sending exclusive reviews to www.the-
cosmos.ca. Jackie and La La Land
came in on Tuesday, the same day they
were previewed at the Festival. For all
of John’s reviews, visit www.thecos-
mos.ca

JACKIE (***)

Let me state here and now that with
her brilliant, courageous and superb
performance as Jackie Kennedy in
Jackie, Oscar winner Natalie Port-
man becomes the absolute frontrun-
ner for the Academy Award as Best
Actress. She gives a galvanizing por-
trait of a First Lady torn apart by
grief, horrified by what happened to
her husband just inches from her,
and wanting to preserve his legacy
before they climb over his coffin into
the Oval Office. It is one of the most
remarkable performances I have seen
in the last 20 years and easily, EAS-
ILY, the finest work of Portman's ca-
reer.

e film takes place a week after
John F. Kennedy’s assassination,
when a reporter is sent to interview
her, hoping to get the truth of how
she feels, and find how she is coping.
Frail, guarded, nearly overwhelmed
with grief and a sense of loss yet sim-
mering with outrage at what was
done to her family, she speaks the
truth to him, though makes it clear

he will not be permitted to use all of
it. She details the nightmare of the
assassination, of his head exploding
blood and brains onto her, his body
slumping down into her lap where
she tried feverishly to stop the blood
and put the shattered skull back to-
gether. She talks of the frightening
ride to the hospital, of wiping the
blood and brains off her face after her
husband was pronounced dead, and
Johnson was sworn in, and she talks
candidly about the funeral and the
fight to honour JFK properly.

Sometimes quaking with anguish,
knowing she is sharing her own grief
with the entire country, possibly the
world, she does her best to hold
things together for her children. But
in her private moments, and remem-
ber she was intensely private,  she al-
lows her emotions to come over her
and feels the pain, the hurt, the deep
sense of loss.

It is a shattering performance of
startling realism that strokes the soul
of anyone watching. Portman nails
every aspect of Jackie, from the
speech pattern, the awkward move-
ments when on TV, through to the
ferocious mother who would protect
her children at all costs.
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