
HAPPY HOLIDAYS - from the Township of Uxbridge, reads the sign faintly seen behind the white reindeer. The display is part of the Fantasy of Lights, on every
evening from 6 - 9:30 p.m. at Elgin Park through to January 1. The Uxbridge Optimists are your hosts, and invite a cash donation at the entrance. Photo by John Cavers

Time to count the
birds again

by Roger Varley

In the midst of their worst season in the past
few years, the Uxbridge Bruins have a glimmer
of hope as they look towards the playoffs. That
hope comes in the form of hometown players
Alex Siblock and Wes Cowie, recently returned
to the Bruins lineup.
Siblock has scored four goals and six assists in

his seven games with the team since returning,
and Cowie has scored four goals in six games.
Playing with Derek Dolan, they have been the
Bruins' most effective line in the last few
games.

Sitting in fifth place with 11 wins, 17 losses
and one tie, the Bruins can realistically only
hope to finish the regular season as high as
fourth in the seven-team PJHL Orr Division.

That means they can use the remaining 13
games to prepare for a playoff run.

"I'm really proud of the local guys stepping
up," coach Tim Evans said last week, adding
that another local lad, Robert Freckelton, will
be returning to the squad this week. Evans said
he will be putting new lines on the ice and "try-
ing to piece it together".
However, the pieces didn't fit on the weekend

as the Bruins lost 4-3 to the Little Britain Mer-
chants at the arena on Friday and lost 5-2 to
the Port Perry MoJacks on Sunday.
Friday's game didn't have a lot of finesse from

either team as both squads had trouble con-
necting with passes and controlling the puck
but it was a fast-paced, end-to-end game with
only six penalties - three apiece - called. The
Merchants scored two goals in the first period,

one on a shot from the boards that seemed to
catch goalie Ryan McConkey by surprise and
the second a tip-in.

Damien Heinle scored Uxbridge's first goal
early in the second, assisted by Aiden Reilly and
Kyle Spataro, only to see Little Britain reply less
than a minute later with a hard shot from the
left point. McConkey prevented the Merchants
from going even further ahead with a great save
on a Little Britain breakaway in the dying min-
utes.

However, the Merchants scored what proved
to be the winning goal midway through the
third on a power play. The Bruins played with
gusto in the last 10 minutes, with Cowie scor-
ing at the 7:31 mark, assisted by Dolan and 

...continued on page 3

The 117th Audubon Christmas Bird Count
is on again! Until January 5, birders of North
Durham will join forces with birders from
over 2,000 locations in the western hemi-
sphere for the National Audubon’s Christmas
Count. 

Started in New York and Toronto over a
hundred years ago, the tradition continues,
with thousands of bird watchers braving the
elements to complete the massive citizen sci-
ence census of our feathered friends. In North
Durham, birders can participate in two offi-
cial counts - Uxbridge, and Beaverton. Birders
can check the online map at www.bsc-
eoc.org/volunteer/cbc/index.jsp?targetpg=ind
ex to learn if they live in the count circle.

According to Ron Pittaway of the Ontario
Field Ornithologists, this year’s Winter Finch
Forecast, based on the poor seed crop but
good mountain ash crop in the north, calls for
more Purple Finches, Pine Siskins and White
winged Crossbills. There are already reports
of Pine Siskins arriving from the north and a
few Purple Finches have appeared at feeders,
as well.
Changes in food and weather can change the

final outcome, and that’s where things get in-
teresting. What summer birds might show up?
What birds are off course? What are the high
numbers this year? What rarities will be seen?
In Uxbridge last year, 48 species were seen
across over 9,100 birds, and six rare birds were
sighted. This year the goal for the count is to
sight 50 different species.
The 41st annual Beaverton Count will try to

duplicate or come close to last years's record
of 60 species and over 12,000 individual
birds. Open water and keen observers can
make quite a difference.

Sunday, December 27 is Count Day for the
Uxbridge Circle. Contact Derek Connelly at
905-852-5432 or email dconn50@power-
gate.ca to register. Mark Wednesday, Decem-
ber 30 for the Beaverton circle; contact John
Mclean at 905-862-3435 or email
jmclean@powergate.ca to register.

A glimmer of hope for the Bruins 
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
www.mariepersaud.ca

Over 34 acres, existing foundation for a 
2200 sq ft home with hydro; very private 
setting, surrounded my mature forest; 
located a short drive from Uxbridge.
See MLS N3666229 for more info.
Or call Marie at 416-970-8979
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The story of a friendly monster 
who loves children and keeps 
them safe with a magic lantern. 

Now Available at Blue Heron Books
62 Brock Street West, Uxbridge
905-852-4282
blueheronbooks.com

$2495
Special offer to December 31st

Only
littlescareaway.com

Book and magic 
lantern

In Loving
Memory

CURTIS 
GRAY

07/22/94 - 12/29/13

�ey say there is a reason, �ey say that time will heal
Neither time nor reason can change the way we feel

Gone are the days we used to share
But in our hearts you are always there
�e gates of memories will never close

We miss you Curtis…more than anybody knows

Always on our minds and forever in our hearts

Love Dad, Mom & Ryan

Hallelujah, praise the Lord, your prayers on
my behalf for a return to good health have
been heard and answered, as I am now
recovering from my three operations. For this
I thank each and every one of you, known
and unknown, for your prayers. I can’t thank
you enough.
I am thankful, also, to the many friends and

acquaintances who sent “Get Well” cards.
They cheered me greatly and also assisted in
my recovery. For this I am eternally grateful.
Many thanks to Pastor Kirby Constable for

his many visits, which helped to lift my spirits,
and to my fellow church members, the sick
and visiting committee for the beautiful plant,
and the UCW for the prayer shawl. It was just
wonderful to attend church again and be with
the congregation.
In addition to the cards, I want to thank the

many friends who phoned to enquire as to my
health. This, too, was uplifting; my sincere
thanks to all who called.
To my fellow residents of Shobrook Gardens,

who spoke to Frieda to enquire as to how I
was doing, and to those who sent along baked
goods, this truly showed how they cared about
a fellow resident, and was sincerely
appreciated.
I thank my Lodge Brothers for their enquiries

and offers of assistance. I appreciate their
lightening my work load and protecting my
back during my absence. This was a wonderful
display of what Masonry is all about.
Similarly, I thank my fellow Kinsmen Club

members for their enquiries and offers of
help. It is at times like this you really
appreciate their friendship, and I look forward
to future Club meetings.
I also miss morning coffee with members of

the McDonald’s Social Club, ably headed by
Carole Park. Thank you for your wonderful
card, which was most appreciated, and I hope
to see you all in the New Year.
I have been most fortunate to have excellent

medical attention. Starting with Dr. Brian St.
John, who initiated tests that resulted in an
operation at Markham Stouffville Hospital,
performed by Dr. Yang, a wonderful surgeon,
and Dr. Boudakian, a very skilled urologist.
Thanks to you all. I also wish to express my
thanks to the Emergency Department
personnel at both the Markham Stouffville
and the Uxbridge Cottage hospitals. They are
second to none, and I appreciate how I was
treated during my several visits.
I am also very indebted to family members

who drove Frieda and I to hospital
appointments, operations, and follow ups, and
your visits to the hospital. This took time from
your own families, and is greatly appreciated
by Frieda and I.

And what would I do without my wife,
Frieda? My constant companion, for her
encouragement, for arranging appointments
and making sure I got to them on time. She
is surely an angel on Earth. Thank you,
Frieda.
I apologize if I have inadvertently missed

recognizing any person in this thank you
message.
I wish everyone, on behalf of Frieda and

myself, a Merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy 2017.   

Jim Campbell

A message of thanks
eatre 3x60’s Durham Minifest is
returning to Town Hall 1873 in Port
Perry, and eatre 3x60 is looking
for a new one-act play to feature at
next year’s festival. Whether a sea-
soned playwright or a novice looking
for an opportunity, Durham
Minifest is  an exciting and entertain-
ing play festival. It provides an infor-
mal and social opportunity for
community theatre groups and
artists to share an educational theatre
experience. e premise of the event
is as follows: several groups publicly
perform the same, original one-act
play. After each performance, a pro-
fessional workshop leader offers pub-
lic commentary on each
performance, and lead the group
through a public educational work-
shop to increase public understand-
ing and appreciation of live theatre.
New for this year will be a feedback
session for the playwright with the
festival workshop leader and partici-
pants.
Durham Minifest gives playwrights

a unique opportunity to develop and
workshop new work, and eatre
3x60 is accepting submissions until

December 31. 
e ideal Durham Minifest play is

one-act, one set, family and commu-
nity theatre friendly in content and
staging, will be written for six to
eight characters with a balance of
genders and ages, and will never have
been publicly performed before. For
2017, playwrights are being asked to
include a Canadian ingredient in cel-
ebration of Canada’s 150th birthday.
Full Durham Minifest script criteria
is available at theatre3x60.ca.
For submissions: please submit your

play, along with your name and con-
tact info to info@theatre3X60.ca by
December 31, 2016. Please include
a synopsis of the play, a list of char-
acters, and what element of Canadi-
ana you have incorporated. e
successful submission will be chosen
by January 31, 2017, and will receive
up to six performances at Durham
Minifest on August 11 and 12, 2017,
at the Town Hall 1873 in Port Perry.
Selected runners up will receive pub-
lic staged reading workshops as part
of Port Perry Summer eatre’s
Canadian Content series in late July
and early August.

Theatre 3x60 seeks original one-act playsDID YOU KNOW: Christmas trees are edible. Many parts of pines,
spruces, and firs can be eaten and are a good source of nutrition.
The needles are a good source of vitamin C. 
In Norway on Christmas Eve, all the brooms in the house are hidden.
Norwegians once believed that witches and mischievous spirits came
out on Christmas Eve and would steal their brooms for riding.
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WOODS
WOODS

&

BOXING
DAY 
SALE

December 26

EVERYTHING
AND

WE MEAN
EVERYTHING!

75%
70 Brock Street West, Uxbridge

905-852-1810

OFF

Contemporary Clothing

e Uxbridge Secondary School
Dramatic Arts Department present-
ing another great American tale -
Lousia May Alcott’s Little Women is
being brought to the stage.
Little Women was first published on

September 30, 1868, and was based
on the author’s own experiences as
a child in Concord, Massachusetts,
with her sisters. e version of the
story in this production actually in-
corporates many of the real life his-
torical characters that peopled
Alcott’s childhood and helped to
shape the events and perspectives of
her novel.

e play, adapted for the stage by
David Longest, follows the lives of
the four March girls: romantic Meg,
shy and musical Beth, willful and
artistic Amy, and, of course, pas-
sionate and fiery Jo. It traces their
journey to adulthood as set against
the backdrop of the American Civil
War. ese four young daughters of
a Union army chaplain find their
lives touched by love and loss as
they struggle to help their kind-
hearted mother make ends meet.
Together the March family learns to
endure both good times and bad as
they share the joys and pains of
growing up. rough their dreams,
plays, pranks, letters, illnesses and
courtships, a family is seen matur-
ing through adversity, and audience
members will leave the production
feeling inspired to follow their lead.

Little Women embodies the com-

plete theatrical experience, guaran-
teeing a night filled with laughter,
tears and a lifting of the spirit. Come
out to support the dedicated students
of Uxbridge Secondary School and
experience the magic of Louisa May
Alcott’s world. 

Shows are January 17, 18, 19, 20
and 21, 2017. Doors open at 6:30
p.m., curtain rises at 7 p.m. Tickets
are $10 and will be available at the
door.

As we all enjoy the holiday season,
Rotary would like to remind every-
one that there are more gifts to give,
starting with a blood donation at the
upcoming clinic planned for Friday,
December30, from 1:30 - 7:30 p.m.
at the Seniors’ Centre.

e Rotary Club assumed the role
of hosting the Canadian Blood Serv-
ices clinics in 1997. Rotarians do not
actually take your blood - the skilled
staff from Canadian Blood Services
do that - but Rotarians do welcome
every potential donor and make sure
that there are home-baked treats
available for after the donation has
been made. On average, over 20 vol-
unteers are involved in baking, set-
ting up and taking down the physical
setting and providing friendly smiles
through out the day.
Canadian Blood Services has devel-

oped a streamlined system to make
it easier for you to donate blood. You
can now book an appointment on-
line in advance. If you pre-book and
complete the pre-screening question-
naire ahead of time, you can skip
some of the initial steps when you
first arrive. If you already have an ID
card, bring it with you. Go to
www.blood.ca and follow the in-
structions - it is that easy to start the
process of giving the wonderful gift
of life. 

Any healthy person over the age of
17 may donate, but less than five per

cent actually do so. Rotary has tried
to inspire others to give. An event
was recently sponsored at the
Uxbridge Secondary School to en-
courage students to start donating.
Awareness was generated and blood
groups identified for interested indi-
viduals, which lead to a successful in-
crease in participation by young
donors. 
e club is a member of “e Part-

ners For Life” and we have pledged
that each year we will contribute, or
inspire others to give 25 units of
blood. When you go to donate your
blood, tell the receptionist you are
there for Rotary and help us reach
our goal. 

Another very important gift that
you can give, and that the Rotary
Club of Uxbridge supports, is to reg-
ister as an organ and tissue donor
through the Trillium Gift of Life
Network. is non-profit agency has
the mission to save and enhance lives
through the gift of organ and tissue
donations. Register for this program
at www.beadonor.ca. ere are cur-
rently over 1,600 people in Ontario
on waiting lists for donations. One
donation can help up to eight peo-
ple.

e Rotary Club of Uxbridge ex-
tends its best wishes for happy holi-
days to one and all in the Uxbridge
community.

American classic coming to USS stage

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Glimmer, from page 1

Siblock, followed a couple of min-
utes later by Siblock's goal, assisted
by Dolan. But even with Little
Britain serving a penalty for the
final two minutes and McConkey
pulled for the extra attacked, the
Bruins were unable to tie the game.

In Port Perry on Sunday, playing
against the league-leading Mojacks,
the Bruins gave up two goals in the
first period, including a power-play
marker, before Nick Sribny notched
a short-handed goal in the last
minute, assisted by Simon Feig and
Ryan Dunlop.

The MoJacks added another goal
in the second period.

Heinle narrowed the gap with an
unassisted goal midway through the
third but the Bruins ran into
penalty trouble again, allowing two
power-play goals in the last 10 min-
utes.
Of the 105 goals scored against the

Bruins by their opponents so far
this season, 42 have been power-
play goals.

The Bruins return to action to-
morrow night, hosting the MoJacks
at the arena at 7:45 p.m. and then

have a week off before facing the
Lakefield Chiefs on Friday, Decem-
ber 30.
Bear pause: A reminder that Santa
Claus will be mingling with the fans
at the arena tomorrow night.

Rotary News
with Deirdre Gibson
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Two weeks ago a couple of fellows
used bolt cutters to cut the padlocks
on each end of my entrance chain on
the 3rd Concession. I would
appreciate if these fellows would
return the $350 chain, as well as two
new locks ... it would be a shame to
have to contact the police and
provide them with your pictures and
license plate information. Gotta love
security cameras! Oh, and fellas,
don't quit your day jobs...crime does
not seem to be your forte.

G. Mills
Goodwood

It was with surprise and much
dismay that I read the council news
which reported councillors were
debating the value of the Foster
Memorial.
We all must realize that the upkeep

for such a facility must be great, but
the value in other things is even
greater. As a tourist attraction it is
probably the top one in the
township, and if it isn't it should and
soon will be.

Just recently the Foster won the
award for being the Best Small
Performance Venue in Ontario! Not
only that, but we were notified from
Attractions Ontario that it got the
most votes of all the entries for the
contest. Plaques and certificates for
winning have been awarded.

With anywhere from 40 to 100
people attending the Fridays at the
Foster concerts all summer long, as
well as the bus tours, individual
tours, weddings and other special
events held there, it is likely that the
Foster draws a larger number of
attendees than any other township
venue, including another of my pets,
the Uxbridge Scott Museum. I am
amazed at how many say that "this is
the first time they have been here"
but it seldom is their last; they return
night after night!

The evening programmes are filled
already for next year's Fridays
concerts. There will be two special
ones dedicated to Canadian songs
and singers, even First Nations
specials,  as well as the regular nights
with performers who beg to be
included in the coming year's
programme. 
There is a gold mine here tied up in

all that marble. We need to be talking
about what we can do to enhance it
in a positive way, not as a drag on the
economy. The way I see it, anyway.

Dr. Patricia Asling
Sandford

The volunteers and the Board of
Directors of the Uxbridge Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank would like to
sincerely thank the very generous and
caring Uxbridge community for

helping us to help individuals and
families in need all year round.

We are grateful to The Uxbridge
Cosmos for the ongoing coverage of
the needs of the food bank that
helped raise a huge community
response.

We appreciate the individuals, the
families, the schools, the churches,
the sports groups, the service clubs,
and the local businesses for opening
their hearts to fill the shelves at the
food bank. The very generous
monetary donations will assist us in
providing a little extra to help
individuals and couples in need who
are not normally covered under the
Durham Christmas Hamper
Program.

We are truly overwhelmed by the
tremendous response from everyone.
Thank you for thinking of the food
bank and your continued support.

A very special thank you to the
Board Members and over 35
volunteers who spend many, many
hours giving of their time and
resources to ensure that the food
bank is ready every week to serve our
clients.

Merry Christmas and Best Wishes
for 2017.

Ron Lee-Wing
Coordinator

Uxbridge Loaves and Fishes 
Food Bank

Letters to the Editor

‘Twas just days before Christmas, and throughout the town, the people re-
flected on what had “gone down”. 

The year had been frought, both at home and away, and they pondered a
moment on all that held sway.

In Uxbridge itself, it had been quite busy; with by-laws and consults, the
people were dizzy. A drive-through with gas bar might be going ahead; for
the folks who live by there, this caused great dread. A heritage house that
stood proud and tall would have to be moved, making room for more walls.
Elgin Park got a fix-up, black ribbons of road, and the old fire station they’re
trying to unload. A new fire hall now looks grand on the hill, but great
mounds of dirt loom back of it still. The main street still struggles, with plenty
of stores gaily opening, then closing, their expensive doors. 

Not all was burden, some good had occurred. The whole town rejoiced
when it got the word that Phoenix and Andrews both had been named to
ride horses in Rio at the Olympic Games. A butter tart aimed to be second
to none, and the Bruins’ hope to place right on top, when they’re done.
Outside of the town, in the country so vast, computers and gadgets set one

speed - fast. “We just can’t keep up,” people cry and complain. “Our youth
just aren’t happy till they’re playing a game.”

Fights over pipelines and First Nations reserves; their language and life they
want to preserve. Their fight’s been a long one, their roots go so deep. The
land white man took is not his to keep.

South of the border, a hoser named Trump is president-elect; most think
him a chump. He’s causing concern all over the world, what madness and
mayhem could soon be unfurled?

ISIS and gunmen still unleash their fury on those who are blameless and
now left to bury. Aleppo is crumbling and cries out for aid, a three-year old
boy a sick ransom has paid. 
The temperature’s rising, the Earth feels our heat, we’ll soon have no spaces

to set down our feet.
Seven point four is the number we’ve reached. How many more billions be-

fore limits are breached?
“So this is Christmas, and what have you done?” The song begs the question

of everyone. The townspeople reflect on the year that they’ve had, and hope
that their goodness may outweigh the bad. “I’ll help more,” one says. “I’ll
give,” says another. “Our ways need to change or our existence we’ll smother.” 

Next year would be better, they all then surmised. The world would take
notice and be quite surprised. How they all came together for one common
good, both for the planet and their own neighbourhood.
The spirit of Christmas should last through the year; for then love and hope

would banish all fear. Fear of the “other”, of concepts unknown is what drives
us to hate, our darker sides shown. We’re better than that, we know what we
need, and holiday feelings just plant the seed.
May your days all be merry, may the season be bright. May you know what

it is to feel goodness and light. 
All the best of the holiday season to you and yours from all of us here at

The Cosmos. 

Our two cents
Time to take stock

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by Canada Post, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

The offices of 
The Uxbridge Cosmos 

& 
Cosmos Print Services 

are closing at 12 p.m. on Friday, December 23, 
and will reopen at 9 a.m. on January 2, 2017.

For urgent matters, please contact 647-220-9173

Thank you, and we’ll see you in 2017!
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It was roughly 7:30 on Sunday night when
the snow started falling. 
Well, it was approximately. To be honest, at

this time of year, every hour after dark all feels
about the same to me. Watching it from in-
doors, it was beautiful – these big, fat flakes
lazily drifting down, coating everything in
white fluff. It was relaxing to watch – right
up until I made the connection that all of
that snow was going to need to be moved in
order for me and my family to make it to
work the next morning. Ugh.
Thinking I’d get a head start on it (or if you

prefer, maximize productivity now for the
sake of my morning self, who prefers to
spend as long as possible immobile in bed), I
bundled up, together with the family and
headed outdoors to shovel off the driveway
and the sidewalk in front of our home.
While out, I noticed something that actually

ended up being quite meaningful to me: a
few neighbours down the road who have
snowblowers were making the rounds on our
suburb’s sidewalks, carefully clearing it off for
the many dog walkers, seniors, and others
who take evening walks. There were also a
few people going to the homes of elderly
neighbours or those with mobility issues and
shoveling their driveways off as well. It’s not
uncommon to see this, but it struck me dif-
ferently this time. In a season filled with sto-
ries of packed shopping centres, the
frustrations of family, and road rage – here
were a bunch of people out on a quiet Sunday
night, just working together and getting the
job done.

Words like love, joy, faith, peace, and hope
get tossed around a lot this time of year. After
all, they have a time-honoured tradition to
uphold as pleasant, generic sentiments that
look nice in calligraphy, tossed up on some
glittery cards like some sort of festive word
search. Depending on how things are going
for your family – it can sometimes be easy to
forget what those words really mean – or that
they represent much more. 

While we’re racing around looking for that
gift, or that decoration, or that recipe for
Great Aunt Susan’s Extremely Complicated
but Necessary Christmas Cookies, it’s easy to
neglect the things we really want – the things
we’re really searching for.
Love in times of anger.
Joy in times of sadness.

Faith in times of disillusionment.
Peace in times of turmoil.
Hope in times of hopelessness.
It’s no wonder so many of us feel empty, or

like we’re putting on a front this time of year.
The darkness, the pressure, and the expecta-
tions seem to conspire against us. We sacrifice
the joy for stuff; peace for meeting the per-
ceived expectations of our friends and family,
the faith for savings on a pile of junk we don’t
actually need but feel obligated to buy any-
way.
Which brings me back to my neighbours -
snowblowing the sidewalks and shoveling the
neighbours’ driveways.

We cannot control the weather, any more
than we can control the circumstances
around us. Unless we move to some southern
locale, it is a safe bet that snow will fall, and
it will be inconvenient, possibly dangerous
and somewhat annoying. Until our culture
changes, it is a safe bet that the marketing will
be outrageous, the stores will be clogged, and
that unless we actively choose to avoid it, we
will all risk getting caught up in the whirlpool
of busyness that sucks any semblance of
meaning out of this season. But in all of this
– there is opportunity, and there is still
beauty. The inconvenient snow presented an
opportunity for my family to connect with
the people around us – with a shared prob-
lem; and a shared solution: working together,
looking out for the people around us, and
looking at a very practical way to show the
people around us that they are not forgotten,
and that people do care.

Christians believe Jesus came to give us the
opportunity for a fresh start – a clean slate
from all of the trash we heap upon ourselves,
all the poor decisions we make. An opportu-
nity to accept love, and share it with the peo-
ple around us. Cynicism and a sense of
helplessness are more destructive rather than
productive, and the struggles we have this
time of year are more likely than not, also ex-
perienced by those around us.

This Christmas – this holiday season, this
new year – let both beautiful and difficult cir-
cumstances draw you closer to the people
around you, rather than pushing away. If we
can all be a little more authentic, a little more
generous – we have a shot at making it truly
meaningful.

It was a time before cell-phone selfies and
video. Heck, it was even before video. Each De-
cember 15 morning, our parents wouldn’t allow
us into the living room where the tree sat until
the time was right. My sister and I had to wait
until Dad wound up his Bell & Howell movie
camera, and turned on the powerful electrical
lights so that the camera would register an
image on his Super-8-millimetre motion pic-
ture film. 

“OK, I’m rolling,” he would say finally. “You
can come in now!”
Whereupon, my sister Kate and I, blinded by

the movie lights and unable to see a thing until
our eyes adjusted to the bright lights, would
stumble into the living room. Of course, with
no audio on the developed film, one could only
make out by reading our lips that we were say-
ing, “Wow!” or “Look at that!” 

I remember many other more tangible gifts
bestowed upon me from years past – gifts that
left indelible impressions – such as my first box
radio, my first set of hockey skates, socks and
pants (Brian Petry would be proud – they were
Boston Bruins black and yellow), my first writ-
ing desk, and my first Underwood manual
typewriter.

Another Christmas gift I’ll never forget was
the holiday trip my family made to Mexico in
1961. My parents had scrimped and saved for
years to get the four or us on a plane to see the
extraordinary sights of Mexico City, as well as
the Mesoamerican pyramids, Xochimilco (the
floating gardens), Chapultepec Castle, and,
when we actually got to a Pacific Ocean beach,
the Quebrada divers at El Mirador Hotel in
Acapulco. Of course, they weren’t nearly the
tourist attractions back then that they are today.
But somehow my sister and I felt we were priv-
ileged to be cheating winter as tourists on a
Christmas escape.

Among my favourite holiday time memories
are associated with the CBC. Of course, on the
closest weekday to Christmas Eve, there’s “As It
Happens” airing of Frederick Forsyth’s short
story “The Shepherd.” (This year it’s on CBC
Radio One on Friday, December 23, just after
6:30 p.m. Don’t miss it.) Even more delicious
were Judy Maddren’s invitations to participate
in the reading of “A Christmas Carol” at
churches all over the country to raise money for
local charities. I think I did a dozen appear-
ances with other CBC personalities back in the
1990s. Nothing got me in the Christmas spirit
quicker than those performances before audi-
ences in Uxbridge, Stouffville or Thunder Bay. 

But if I were to choose one gift above all the
others, it would be the one my wife Jayne and
I received on a chilly Christmas Eve in the
1980s. She and I were on the road from Ed-
monton to Saskatoon to be with family. The
night was crisp and clear. The temperature was
down around minus 30. And we had about
reached the halfway point in our drive, at
Wainwright, near the Alberta-Saskatchewan
border. We stopped for a late dinner at one of
the few restaurants still open in town that Dec.
24 night. I think we were the last customers of
the night. 
“Merry Christmas,” the restaurateur said to us

as we exited, “and safe trip,” as he locked the
door behind us, turned out the restaurant
lights, just as I looked down at the trunk of the
car resting unusually low to the ground. I real-
ized it wasn’t the load of presents and suitcases
in the trunk that made the car sit so low. A rear
tire was flat. I swore, a most inappropriate
thing to do on Christmas Eve. But suddenly
the lights in the restaurant came back on. Our
former host emerged bundled in his coat and
scarf.
“Flat tire?” he asked. 
“Yes. And I don’t have a spare,” I added.
Within a few minutes the man had invited

Jayne and our two young daughters back into
the restaurant out of the cold. Meanwhile, my
good Samaritan (I think he was actually
Lebanese) was on the phone to the only gas sta-
tion in town. It had closed hours ago, but
somehow he persuaded the owner to repair our
flat. We emptied the trunk of the gifts (and hid
them somewhere), while we jacked up the car
and removed the frozen flat. He then drove me
to the garage, and waited until the station
owner had repaired the flat. He drove me back,
helped me bolt on the repaired tire. We
repacked the trunk. And for a second time, the
restaurateur wished me, “Merry Christmas.”
I offered to pay him for his trouble. But all he

asked was that I pass on the favour some other
time. I think I have on several occasions, and
I’ve always thought of him whenever I did.
Brighter than my father’s Christmas movie
lights, more meaningful than any one material
gift I’ve ever unwrapped, that one random act
of kindness returns to me each and every
Christmas.

From my family to you and yours – the best
of the season!

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Gifts money can’t buy

Are you getting ready for your

Holiday Smile?
FREE

whitening
possible 

with your next visit!

Aiming High
column by Amy Hurlburt

The answer is blowing in the snow
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

REALTOR®, SRES®, SRSSM

www.QuickHomeValues.ca

Any questions about your 2017 real
estate plans please call me anytime at

416-556-0238.
GET A FREE HOME EVALUATION AT:

68 Brock Street West · 905-862-3359 · www.thepassionatecook.ca
facebook.com/thepassionatecooksessentials twitter.com/passion8cookcooksessentials

Culinary Studio  ·  Marketplace  ·  Unique Kitchenware

Did you know?
We have delicious homemade  

prepared foods that will take the stress 
out of your holiday entertaining

Entertaining or visiting friends or family? A 
cheese board �lled with our artisan cheese 

and charcuterie makes the perfect hostess gift

Our customers tell us that Gift  
Certi�cates for our Cooking classes are 

one of their favourite gifts to receive

Don’t forget we make 
beautiful custom 

baskets for that hard 
to buy for person

Culinary Studio · Cheese & Fine Foods · Unique Kitchenware

What can we do for you...
We make delicious dips, spreads
and fondue for Easy Entertaining.

Wonderful prepared foods so
you don't have to cook.

Homemade pastries that 
everyone  will love!

Find Unique  
Gift  

The Ho
Gift S

Open Mo   
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Clot
Seasonal 

Jewellery
No 

 
 

Onstage Uxbridge Presents

  

    
    

  

     
  

Produced by Rita Irwin 
Directed by Sam Smilovic and Jonathon Keith
Presented by permission of Dramatists Play Service, Inc

Tickets available online at 
starticketing.com
and Sugar FX, 13 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

Awesome Gift Idea!
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  & Affordable
G ts at

 ospital
 Shop

 on. - Fri.
9  - 3 p.m.

C hing
 Treasures

J ellery
 HST

Written by
Joseph Kesselring

  

Uxbridge Music Hall

January 12 - 14 
and 19 - 21 
at 7:30 pm

January 14, 15 & 21 
at 2 pm

 by Rita Irwin 
 y Sam Smilovic and Jonathon Keith

  rmission of Dramatists Play Service, Inc

T  ailable online at 
s ng.com
a   FX, 13 Brock St. W., Uxbridge

some Gift Idea!



Thursday, December 22, 20168The Uxbridge Cosmos

GOODWOOD
UNITED
CHURCH
Join us on 

December 24 for a
Candlelight 

Service
at 7 pm

ALL WELCOME
Corner of Goodwood Rd.

and Front Street in
Goodwood

More info: 905 640 3347

TRINITY
UNITED
CHURCH
Christmas

Eve
Services
4:30 pm 

Family Service

8:15 pm 
Candlelight &

Communion Service

UXBRIDGE FREE
METHODIST

CHURCH 
& 

LIVING WATER
COMMUNITY

CHURCH
Christmas Eve Service
6:30pm-7:30 p.m.
Christmas Morning

Service 10 am-10:45 am
83 Reach Street, Uxbridge

GOODWOOD
BAPTIST
CHURCH
Christmas

Day 
Service

10 am 

Pastor Kevin Oates
283 Hwy 47 Goodwood

UXBRIDGE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

December 24, 7 pm
Candlelight Service

Christmas Day,
December 25
10 am Worship

Rev. Dr. Dale Dawson

SANDFORD
UNITED
CHURCH

welcomes you to our
Christmas

Eve
Service

of music, magic and joy.
Saturday, December 24 

at 8 pm 

ST. ANDREW'S -
CHALMERS

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

40B Toronto St., Uxbridge
905-852-6262

www.standrewschalmers.ca

Saturday December 24th, 
7 pm

Candlelight Service
Adult and Children's Choir

Sunday December 25th, 
10:30 am

Christmas in story and song

ZEPHYR
UNITED
CHURCH
Christmas

Eve 
Candlelight 

Service

December 24, 6 pm  
Great music and guest

singers.

GOODWOOD UXBRIDGE
LUTHERAN CHURCH
invites you to worship this 

Christmas 
Services to be held at 

Goodwood United Church
3999 Concession 3, Goodwood

Sunday, December 25 at 11:15

A time of Fellowship to follow the service

For further information contact
Arthur Schickedanz

(416) 540-7060     (905) 852-0725Helen Harrison

Whitney
Ross-Barris

Roger Pires

Roger

Sue

John C.

Lisha Ted

Conrad

Nancy

John W.

John F.

Amy

Shelagh

DID YOU KNOW that the abbreviation of "Xmas" for Christmas
is not an anti-religious abbreviation. The first letter of the word
Christ in Greek is “chi”, which is the same as the X in our own
alphabet. "Xmas" was originally a church sponsored abbreviation
that was used in tables and charts, when all writing was tediously
done by hand.
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Dec. 22: Skate with Santa,
hosted by STARS. Uxbridge Arena,
5:15 - 6:15 p.m. Open to public, free
admission with a donation of canned
goods or non-perishable food items to
Loaves & Fishes Food Bank. 
Thurs., Dec. 22: Seasons –
Christmas Store & More! 5 p.m. –
8 p.m. Heart to Heart Healing Centre,
26 Brock St. W.  Decor, cards, giftware,
Hallmark and local artisans. Contact:
Annette Forkun 905 852 4665, 905
862 9014
Fri., Dec. 23: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Glen
Major West. This is a fast pace, 10 km,
2hr., loop hike with some hills. Meet at
the parking lot on the east side of Conc.
6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line
or 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21.
Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sat., Dec. 24: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4 km moderate pace loop hike with
some hills.  No dogs please.  Meet at
road side parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830 2862
Sun., Dec. 25: Christmas Day
Dinner. Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre
12 Noon. No charge. The Committee for
a Community Christmas invites all
Uxbridge and area residents to
Christmas dinner. Whether you are away

from your family, home alone, new to the
community or would just like to have a
healthy, festive Christmas dinner with
friends, please join us. All ages are
welcome. To help us know approximately
how many places to set, please
telephone (905) 852-7016. Last minute
guests  welcome! Transportation to and
from the dinner can be arranged by
telephoning the above number.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., Dec. 27 & Fri., Dec. 30:
Official Audubon Christmas Bird
Counts. The two official counts in North
Durham in are the Uxbridge Circle and
the Beaverton Circle. Please contact
905-852-5432 to register for the
December 27th Uxbridge Circle Count,
or 905-862-3435 to register for the
December 30th Beaverton Circle Count.
For more information, visit
www.northdurhamnature.com. 
Wed., Dec. 28: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods East. 12-16 km, moderate to fast,
4+ hr. loop hike with some hills. Icers or
snowshoes as required. Meet at parking
lot on west side of Uxbridge Conc. 7, 2
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Bob Comfort 905 473 2669
Fri., Dec. 30: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
loop hike with hills. May need icers or
snowshoes. Meet at parking lot on east

side of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161 
Sat., Dec. 31: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Might need
icers or snowshoes. Meet at the roadside
parking on the west side of Conc. 6, 1.5
km south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sat, Dec. 31: New Year's Eve
Games Night - Fun For All Ages. Drop
in for a short time or ring in the New
Year. St. Paul's Anglican's Church, lower
hall. Board games, card games or bring
your own game to share. Non-alcoholic
refreshments will be served. FREE. Info:
905-852-7016 or www.stpauls-
uxbridge.ca.
Sun., Jan. 1: MusicFest at
Reachview Village, Uxbridge. 10 -
11:15 a.m. We welcome all kinds of
talent - be it singing, playing an
instrument, dancing, story-telling. For
more information please call jo at 905-
852-6487.
Sat., Jan. 7: 1st Uxbridge Scouts
Ewaste and Bottle Drive. 9 a.m. - 3
p.m., Canadian Tire Uxbridge parking
lot. Visit www.1stUxbridge.ca for further
info.
COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organi-
zation that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

Across
1  Broad, flat, thick piece
5  Medical emergency teams, 

abbr.
8  Cut the lawn
11  Computer list
12  Allow
13  Vow
14  At all
15  In favor of
16  Till
17  Impressed
19  One joule per second
21  Alicia of "Falcon Crest"
23  "Black ___" 1987 detec-  

tive thriller with Dennis 
Hopper

26  Soften
30  Soft drink
31  Put in rollers
32  Mice predator
34  Three
36  Hot rock
39  Relax (2 words)
42  Telling a whopper
44  Caught
45  Render speechless
47  Indian vegetable dish
51  "The Open Window" 

writer
54  Marvel Comics super 

villain
56  Night light
57  Newspaper column
58  Orchid arrangement
59  Piques
60  Pop
61  Stately tree
62  Sac

Down
1  Duck breed
2  Left, prefix
3  Afresh
4  Chest of drawers
5  Polar worker
6  Plaintive cry
7  Farmer's hat material
8  Can be referred to as 

"common"
9  Giants manager before 

Durocher
10  Journalist's question
13  Surpass in performance
18  Some forensic evidence
20  Nervous sign
22  Time long past
24  Hodge-podge
25  Stray
26  ___ you wish
27  Hawk
28  "Don't go!"
29  Female sheep
33  Time delay
35  Providing that
37  Sojourn
38  Army member
40  Bawl
41  Like some cuisine
43  Cunning
46  Holiday song
48  Lofty nest
49  Average guys
50  M.I.T part
51  Landscaper's grass
52  Lawyers' org.
53  "Here's lookin' at you, 

___."
55  Matchsticks game

COMING UP

Submitted by Ashley Begg

Holiday season excitement set in
early for the Uxbridge Minor Atoms
team as they kicked off December by
winning the Northumberland Silver
Stick Tournament.    

e team has enjoyed an excellent
season so far, one that sees them in
first place in the Lakeshore Hockey
League Minor Atom Division with a
record of 19-1-2. e team has also
had success at other tournaments, in-
cluding placing as semi-finalists in
the Oktoberfest Tournament in
Kitchener, and finalists at the Pick-
ering AA Tournament. 

With regulation wins against Port
Perry (5-3), Mississippi (7-3) and
Kingston (4-0), Uxbridge continued

onto the semi-finals, where they
played the Quinte West Hawks.
Quinte has been an excellent team,
one that always competes closely
with the Minor Atom Stars. is
game saw back to back action
throughout most of the contest.
Uxbridge pulled out the 5-4 win to
advance to the finals and play against
the Peterborough Petes, another
league rival.   
In the championship game, the ac-

tion had fans on the edge of their
seats.  For most of the game both
teams created multiple opportunities
to score, and the goaltenders from
both teams stopped numerous scor-
ing chances. Peterborough jumped
into a 1-0 lead, which they held for
most of the game before Uxbridge
tied the game late in the second pe-
riod.  en, in the middle of the
third period, Uxbridge scored what
proved to be the winning goal. 

is championship is the second
back to back Regional Silver Stick
win for the Minor Atom Stars, who
which won the Midland Regional
Silver Stick last year. With this win,
the Stars now advance to the Inter-
national Silver Stick in Newmarket
in mid-January.

Uxbridge Minor Atoms win Silver Stick

On December 14, SOFA sponsored a
hockey tournament and fund-raiser
comprised of six teams. For many
years this tourney had been run by
Dave Connell. is year, Dave passed
the responsibility to SOFA member,
Ken May and Ken took it to new
heights. e tournament consisted of
an over (and well over) 60 (age and
heart rate) division and an under 60
division. Each division had three
teams. e ‘old and really old’ group
consisted of the two SOFA + teams
who play on Monday mornings, But-
ternut Manor, Reachview Village and
Kawartha Lakes Community Care.
e under 60 division, the Young
Bucks, consisted of members from the
Sunday morning SOFA players, and a
collection of Uxbridge Islanders,

Oilies, and anyone else who wasn’t at
work that morning. ere were 80
players in total. 

e games were played on the ‘old
rink’ for the ‘old’ guys and the ‘new’
rink for the ‘kids’. ere was a serious
problem that was overlooked in the
planning  involving the ‘old’ section of
the arena. Apparently, back in the 70s,
there wasn’t enough money to make a
normal width hallway to the dressing
rooms, so the width was cut in half.
No one figured that, some 40 odd
years later, hockey players in their 60s
and 70s would still be playing hockey.
Getting their wheelchairs and walkers
down that narrow hallway was prob-
lematic. 

After the games, the players assem-
bled at Scrambles for lunch and the

presentation of prizes  and awards.
Monies raised were to go to Josh’s Pen-
nies for Habitat and the Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. e money was
raised by cash donations (Uxbridge Is-
landers hockey team, $250, and Au-
rora Tile Master through John Moir,
$250) and by raffle gifts from Brad
May (NHL fame), Tim Hortons (the
King family), and MLSE (Stu Evans’
daughter and son-in-law who work for
the Leafs). In total, $3,000 was raised;
$500 for Josh’s cause and $2,500 for
the Food Bank. 
Believe it or not, each team won one

and lost one - couldn’t have planned
that even if we cheated. Big thanks to
Ken May and Dave Connell - Ken for
running this one and Dave for being
the founding-father of the tourney.

anks to all donors and to the players who bought tickets for the raffles. SOFA Smiles with Gerry Roberts
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SERVICES
GENERAL CARPENTRY AND
RENOVATIONS. Basements, windows,
doors, hardwood floors, crown molding,
trim and repairs. Call Chris Smith at 416
526 3469 for fast reliable service.   2/16
BALANCED BODY OSTEOPATHY
Provides treatment for pain and
dysfunction by correcting structural
misalignments. Are you experiencing any
type of body pain? Head, TMJ, Neck, Back,
Rib, Shoulder, Scapula, Clavicle, Elbow,
Wrist, Hand, Sacrum, Pelvic, Hip, Knee,
Ankle or Foot. Trevor Cragg, DOMP.
www.balancedbodyosteopathy.com

balancedbodyosteopathy@gmail.com
416-854-7028   1/26
PET CARE in my home. Daytime or
overnight. Reasonable rates. Uxbridge
area. 905-862-2420   12/22
THE HOME INSPECTOR TM wants to
wish The Cosmos staff and readers a "Very
Merry Christmas". Send me a Christmas
Wish at james@thehomeinspector.ca to be
entered to win a $25 LCBO gift card.
12/22 
INCOME TAX TIME - Not Yet. Let me
update your records for year end capital
gains, T4’s, etc. Certified QuickBooks
ProAdvisor. Accounting, bookkeeping and
tax services in downtown Uxbridge & GTA.
Over 25 years experience. Call Eric 905-
852-9110  eric@erickis.com   1/5
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-
6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit
www.alexandercs.com  12/22
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES wishes everyone a very
Meowy Christmas and Pawsitively
Wonderful 2017! www.home-watch.ca.
Heather Stewart, 905-852-8525. Email-

hstewart@powergate.ca   12/22
ENGLISH LANGUAGE TUTOR -
Elementary, Secondary, College, University,
and Adult Learners; Reading, Writing,
Grammar, Proof-reading, Assignments,
Masters/Doctoral Theses coach.
Experienced Educator 905-852-1145.
2/23
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local &
award winning - we get to you quickly and
fix your problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-
715-3080 or checkout www.corblimey.ca
12/22
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique,
6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339.
An uplifting experience!  12/22
PET CARE - Day & overnight care, no
crates or kennels, reasonable rates.
Uxbridge only. 905-852-4454   12/22

WANTED
RUTLEDGE JEWELLERS is hiring a sales
associate in a fast-paced, dynamic, and fun
environment with a great team. Must be
able to work Sundays. Send resumés to
laura@rutledgejewellers.com or drop your
resume at the store.    12/22

FOR SALE
SNOWBLOWERS - walk-along style.
Also, approx. 10 gal. aquarium w/stand.
647-391-0326   12/22
WINTER TIRES - 4 Federal Himalaya
195/60R15 on black steel rims, 4 holes. 80%
tread left. $300. 647-401-7948   12/22

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“While we wait for the blessed
hope, the glorious appearing
of our great God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.”       Titus 2:13

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Growing business requires full time and part time RMTs,
aestheticians, medical aestheticians, receptionists and marketing
manager. Minimum 1 year experience in the aesthetics field. Please
email resume to info@uxbridgemanorandspa.com or you are welcome
to drop it off. Interviews are being setup for the first week in January.

Please no phone calls.
info@uxbridgemanorandspa.com   www.uxbridgemanorandspa.com

WE NEED YOU!

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding areas

MOE licensed



What I always loved about the Star
Wars mythology was that the ships
were battered and dirty, the planets
lived in and on, there was nothing
gleaming or new about the worlds
within the worlds in the films.

e action comes fast and furious,
the special effects are, as expected, su-
perb, the art direction remarkable
and the actors acquit themselves well,
Jones best of all, though there are
strong supporting roles from Diego
Luna (though it has been hard to like
him since Milk), and the great Forest
Whitaker. 
And NO! No sign of Hayden Chris-

tianson as Vader - guess that last time
was enough....

(***)

As much as I despise Disney for buy-
ing out the Lucasfilm library and all
its rights, I have to admit they are
not killing the Star Wars films like I
thought they would. No doubt in
my mind they are motivated by a
greed we cannot possibly imagine,
but they are also pouring cash and
genuine care into the films. Last
year’s first sequel, e Force Awakens
(2015) was much better than anyone
thought it would be (myself in-
cluded) and was consistent with the
original storyline, taking place years
after e Return of the Jedi (1983).
Luke, Han and Leia are now much
older, their hair grey, they have chil-
dren, one of whom has turned to the
Dark Side and will kill off a major
character before the film is over. Un-
like those awful prequels, directed by
George Lucas himself, this new film
felt like the Star Wars of the 70s and
80s.

When they announced a stand
alone story  in the Star Wars universe,
set a few years before the first film in
1977,  I was dubious. My first sense
was “uh oh, the greed is happening.”
But again, they have proven to be
smart with the franchise and have

made a film that is very entertaining,
true to the original Star Wars mythol-
ogy, and unlike the three prequel
films made in 1999, 2002, and
2005, does not suck.

Rogue One is a war film, the most
technical of the Star Wars films, and
leads directly into the 1977 film, as
we learn how the rebels managed to
bring down that Death Star. Yet it is
a stand alone film, barely connected
to the other films other than operat-
ing in the same galaxy far, far away.
Jyn (Jones) watches in horror as her

mother is murdered in front of her
and her father taken to help build
the Death Star. She grows into a
rebel hating the Empire, trying in
her own way to fight them and bring
them down. Her father, Galen,
(Mads Mikkelson) becomes the chief
architect of the Death Star, and we
all know how that turns out in the
first Star Wars film. How, you might
ask do the rebels get those precious
plans? Well we are about to find out.
As a sword wielding warrior, Jyn
kicks ass, a fearless, proud woman
hoping to avenge her mother and
find the goodness in her father she
knows is there.
And yes, Darth Vader makes an ap-

pearance.
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• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

• Free Range Poultry
• Farm Fresh Beef
• Ontario Lamb
• Preservative-Free Deli Meats
• Hormone-Free Meats

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
www.themeatmerchant.ca905-852-9892

SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM ALL OF US AT 
THE MEAT MERCHANT

Film with Foote
column by John Foote

Star Wars - Rogue One

Val passed away peacefully
with his wife Marilyn by his
side at the Uxbridge Cottage
Hospital on Friday, December

16, 2016, in his 80th year. 
He was the beloved husband of Marilyn for 59 years
and loving father of Valerie (Peter), Karen (Michael)
and Susan (John). Cherished Papa of Jenna, Joseph,
Christopher, Je8rey, Jonna and Kaitlynn; Big Papa of
Alice, Brodie, Cameron, Cooper and Nora. Val will
also be fondly remembered by Norm (Shirley), nieces,
nephews, extended family and friends. 
Family and friends will be received at the Low and
Low Funeral Home, 23 Main St. S., Uxbridge (905-
852-3073) on 9ursday, December 22, 2016, from 
1-3 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. A Celebration of Val’s Life will
be held in the chapel on Friday, December 23, 2016,
at 11 a.m., with visitation for one hour prior.
Reception will immediately follow. 
In memory of Val, please consider a donation to the
Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, ReachView Village
Residents or a charity important to you. For online
condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca

Doak, 
Val Johnston

It’s undercoating
season! Have you

got yours?
Specializing in
Audi
Porsche
Hybrid, Electric & Diesel
European & Asian
Vintage Volkswagen

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

We are absolutely OVERWHELMED by the
incredible generosity and encouragement that
our amazing Uxbridge has shown over the last
four years since Josh Morrison began his
Pennies4homes Campaign! We have lived here
for over 20 years, and we are increasingly more
aware of the love for COMMUNITY Uxbridge has
and why so many people keep moving here! We
can no longer 'hold in' our AWE as we work
alongside Josh and reflect on ALL of the
wonderful people who are helping him get
sooooo very close to his $100,000 goal to build
The Penny House for a very special family picked
by Habitat for Humanity Durham...and Josh! It
was just confirmed that he will be on the
committee to chose the family for the Penny
House!
There are SO MANY personal and very touching

stories (seriously, enough to fill this entire
paper), of young children, teens, parents,
seniors, teachers ,clubs, churches, schools, council
and businesses alike, working together to build
this house! Many with special donations from
selling art, a six-year old's birthday money, a
bag of old coins found in the basement on
moving day, a gold filling, and even Christmas
cookies this week! And an anonymous group
that wants to see Josh meet his goal by Christmas
is matching EVERY donation until he reaches his
goal! 
Thank you so much for helping make Josh's

dream a reality in 2016! Blessings, peace and
joy over our AMAZING town of Uxbridge this
Christmas and in 2017! With much love and
thanks - Greg and Gloria Morrison

Josh’s Penny House
Campaign Update
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Judy Esmonde
Broker

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Michelle Maynard
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage

Uxbridge,
Ontario

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

Gerald Lawrence
Salesperson - REALTOR®, SRES®, SRS�

Info@GeraldLawrence.com
Call/Text: 416-556-0238

Call me over the holidays for a
complimentary home evaluation!
Wishing you all the best in 2017

My mission is to give you the best service, always.

Coming Soon To MLS
Is This Lovely 4 Bedroom, 4 Bath Home
Located On Timber Valley Avenue In Oak

Ridges.  Finished Top To Bottom With Quality
Upgrades.  Full Finished Basement, Extensive

Landscaping Front and Back. The Fussiest
Buyers Are Welcome Here!  $1,288,000   

Call Dale Today For More Details 

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
Direct Cell 647-924-0975

Email: dale.p.oneill@gmail.com
Website: www.DaleONeill.com

Very Well Maintained Sidesplit 
* 2+1 Bedrooms * 1.5 Bathrooms * Main Floor

Family Room * Loads of Storage * In Ground
Pool * Right in Lindsay

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Janet Green, Sales Representative
Direct 905-439-1799        Office 905-852-4338

Email Janet-green@coldwellbanker.ca
www.janetgreen.ca

Whether a buyer or seller, when you hire Michelle you get:
• Quality and attention to detail      • Guidance and education

• The guarantee of service backed up by Coldwell Banker
R.M.R. Real Estate Brokerage

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative, ASA

905-852-4338 (bus)         416-803-7556(cell)
email: michelle-maynard@coldwellbanker.ca

website: houseandhomegta.com

Best Wishes for the Holiday
Season and all the Best in

the New Year.

Judy Esmonde, Broker
Direct: 416-677-8709

I have several buyers in search of the following
property types in Uxbridge, Udora, Sunderland, Manilla,

Pefferlaw or Cannington:
1) In town bungalow....freehold and/or condo townhouse
2) Rural private acreage
3) 2-family home
If you are thinking of selling, call me directly at
416-970-8979 so we can talk about your options. 
Not intended to solicit people currently under contract.
For your real estate needs call Marie Persaud, Sales
Representative at 416-970-8979  www.mariepersaud.ca

$38
7,7
00

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative/REALTOR®

ShaneCoxworth@gmail.com    Visit
www.ShaneCoxworth.com 905-903-7965

3 Beds/3 Baths/3-Car Garage
Approximately 2500 Sq Ft

Full Basement w/3pc Rough-In 
0.44 Acre (85.30ft x 226.38ft)

Professionally Landscaped

2-Storey Home
in South Uxbridge

If you’d like to know more about Coldwell
Banker Ultimate Service® please contact me.

I will be happy to tell you more.

321 Feasby Road, Uxbridge
9058526047

www.uxbridgemanorandspa.com
info@uxbridgemanorandspa.com.

Jingle Bell Rock
60 min Hot Stone
60 min Full Pedicure
1 Box of Ferrero Roche Chocolates

Wrap It Up
60 min Massage
60 min Full Pedicure
1 Box of Ferrero Roche Chocolates

Candy Cane Treat 
60 min Full Pedicure
45 min Manicure
1 Box of Ferrero Roche Chocolates

Tis the Season
60 min Rebalancing Facial 
(customized)

60 min Full Pedicure
1 Box of Ferrero Roche Chocolates

Our Special Holiday Gift Packages

When you purchase a Gift Certificate, your
name will be automatically entered into our

annual Christmas Eve draw
(December 23, 12 noon).

The winner will be contacted by phone on
Christmas Eve!

WIN A GIFT
CERTIFICATE WORTH
$1,500.00

$18900+ hst

$14900 + hst

$8500 + hst

$14900 + hst


