
THE FRESH SMELL OF SPRING - The Roxy Kids in Action spent some time in the greenhouses at Richters Herbs in Goodwood on Sunday creating geranium buckets
for this year’s “Easter Surprise.” The Roxy Kids will distribute the colourful gifts to seniors’ homes, hospital patients and Meals On Wheels recipients in time for Easter this
weekend. Richters Herbs donated the plants. Photo by Cindy Ouellette

Heinle named
Bruins MVP

by Roger Varley

A report to council on the washroom facility to
be built at the Fields of Uxbridge has essentially
turned down the Uxbridge Soccer Club's re-
quest for storage space.
The report, offered Monday by facilities man-

ager Bob Ferguson and recreation manager
Amanda Ferraro, calls for a building of between
2,000 and 2,800 square feet with a total of 16
washrooms, with an overhanging shelter space.
The report says a concession area could be in-
cluded, as per a recent soccer club request, if
space permits, but it would have to be serviced
and furnished at the soccer club's expense. As
for a storage area in the facility, to accommo-
date the soccer club's equipment and tractor,
the report said staff do not recommend it.
The two managers said the $1.1 million proj-

ect will be financed with a $366,000 govern-
ment grant, with Uxbridge's costs being
covered by $633,000 from development
charges and $100,000 from parkland funds.
The total cost covers not only the washroom
building but also serving the site with water,

sewer lines and hydro and equipping the wash-
rooms.

The report said the facility, to be erected in
the centre of the fields separate from the pro-
posed new aquatic centre, is scheduled to be
completed by the end of March 2018.

In discussing the soccer club's recent request
for storage space, Mr. Ferguson said if the club
can come up with the funds, the facility could
be enlarged.
Councillor Pat Molloy, addressing the report's

recommendation that Budrevics and Associates
be sole sourced for engineering and landscap-
ing, said he was uncomfortable with taking that
route instead of tendering out the project.
However, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said
government grants provide tight timelines for
spending the money, which limits the town-
ship's ability to put out tenders.

"We can't afford to give up $366,000," she
said.

In other council news, Uxbridge wants more
gravy for gravel. Mayor O'Connor received ap-
proval from council to send a letter to the Min-
istry of Natural Resources asking that royalties

paid to municipalities for aggregate by in-
creased to as much as 52 cents a ton.
She said a recent announcement that the cur-

rent six cents a ton will be increased to 12 cents
is "a step in the right direction," but added that
that amount does not come close to covering
the cost to the township of maintaining the
roads over which gravel trucks travel.

Finally, the site of a statue is up in the air.
After receiving a deputation from Stuart
Blower of the Arts and Visual Enhancement
Committee last week regarding the placement
of a sculpture in Centennial Park, council put
Mr. Blower's preferred site on hold.

AVEC had proposed placing Fly Freeman's
sculpture - An Uxbridge Story in Stone - on a
circular plaza in the southeast corner of the
park. But on Monday, Councillor Pam Beach
offered that the sculpture would be better situ-
ated in front of the township offices. Council-
lor Gordon HIghet concurred, saying the area
already is well lit and has security cameras.
Mayor O'Connor asked councillors to provide

locations they thought would be good places to
put the sculpture.

by Roger Varley

Forward Damien Heinle was awarded the
Uxbridge Bruins' Most Valuable Player tro-
phy Monday night at the team's annual end-
of-season banquet.

Heinle was also named rookie of the year
for the 2016-17 season.

It was a season, as president Cam Stewart
said, that had been challenging, with a new
coaching staff behind the bench, long-time
general manager Ron Archibald resigning
midway through the season and the loss of
some key players, including star forward
Patrick Bolahood and captain Brady Baker,
who anchored the defensive squad.

Stewart noted, however, that the Bruins
"went on a good roll" at the end of the sea-
son, making it into the second round of the
playoffs in the Orr Division of the Provincial
Junior Hockey League's  eastern conference.
Addressing the players, Stewart gave them a
message for the next season: "If you give it
your all, you will attain what you want to
achieve."

Individual awards, handed out by Kevin
Vandergeest, who took over general manager
responsibilities with Glenn Waters after
Archibald's departure, were as follows:
* Most Improved Player: Cristian Giorgio
* Most Sportsmanlike Player: Jackson Evans
* Coaches Award: Derek Dolan
* Defenceman of the Year: Kyle Spataro
Following a disappointing 40th anniversary

season, the Bruins begin their march to a re-
bound year with a prospects camp to be held
April 30-May 2. The Bruins expect up to 90
players between the ages of 16 and 20 to
show up to vie for spots at the main tryout
camp to be held late in the summer.

As well, Mark Savory, former assistant
coach and scout with the Stouffville Spirit,
will officially begin his duties as the newly
named general manager, with Vandergeest
resuming his role as assistant GM. Coach
Tim Evans will return with his coaching staff
for a second year. 

Soccer club shut out of Fields of Uxbridge facility 
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Enjoy the view of Lake Simcoe from your front porch or take 
the 2 minute walk to the public beach.

3 bedrooms, 2 bathroom year round well maintained home or 
cottage. Large bright kitchen with skylights. 

Private fenced back yard with shed.
Detached garage. Municipal water and sewers. 

Offered for sale at $429,900.  See MLS N3751350

STEPS TO LAKE SIMCOE

www.comflex.ca
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by Shelagh Damus

ere was nothing amateur about
OnStage Uxbridge at the ACT-CO
Gala & THEA awards held in
Vaughan on Saturday night to cele-
brate community theatre in the Cen-

tral Ontario region. e local theatre
company was nominated for 12
awards and took home three THEA
statuettes. is is no small feat con-
sidering the ACT-CO Festival in-
cludes theatre groups from Toronto,
York, Durham, Peel, Halton, Duf-

ferin, Simcoe and Muskoka. And the
company was only adjudicated on
two of their three offerings this past
season!

e Festival is split into three cate-
gories: comedies, dramas and musi-
cals. An adjudicator attends the
entries in a specific category and then
compiles the nominees and chooses
the winners.

e January production of Arsenic
and Old Lace, produced by Rita
Irwin and directed by Jonathon
Keith and Sam Smilovic, was one of
21 Festival entries in the comedy cat-
egory. It was honoured with four
nominations: Dorothy Partridge,
Best Performance by a Female in a
Leading Role; Imre Szabo, Best Per-
formance by a Male in a Leading
Role; Cheryl Atwood, Comedy Ad-
judicator's Honourable Mention
Award; and Donna Jamieson,
Dorothy Partridge and Nancy
Melcher, Best Costume Design of a
Comedy.

is month’s production of Little
Shop of Horrors, one of 18 musicals
entered, racked up three wins out of
its incredible eight nominations. e
nominations were for: Cheryl At-
wood and Tanner Ferris, Best Pro-
duction of a Musical; Jay Da Costa,
Best Performance by a Male in a
Leading Role; Christine Scott, Best
Stage Management of a Musical;
Steffan Brunette, Nancy Mellow,
Elena Damus, Dave Mordak, Cas-

sandra Jones, Rob Wells, Kristie
Hunter, Sarah-Lynn Batten and Karl
Damus, Outstanding Orchestra;
and Michelle Charette, Best Musical
Direction. And the three THEA
awards went to: Michael Winn John-
son, Best Direction of a Musical;
Tanner Ferris, Best Sound Design of
a Musical; and Robyn Leigh Cob-
ham, Best Performance by a Female
in a Supporting Role in a Musical.

Dorothy Partridge has been in-
volved with community theatre for
40 years, 30 of them with OnStage
Uxbridge, and while she has had
“nice adjudications before,” these
were her first nominations. 
“Something happened between the

two of us; a little bit of magic,” says
Dorothy of herself and Kathy Tom-
linson, who played opposite her in
Arsenic, “and I got to be the best I
could be because of her.”  

According to Dorothy, “the caliber
of community theatre has steadily
come up over the years.” She recog-
nizes nominations are “a small thing
in the scheme of things,” but for her
“to get that kind of recognition after
all these years is very satisfying.”
Imre Szabo, who has been involved

in community theatre for seven
years, enjoyed the challenge of main-
taining the “psychotic overbearing”
Jonathan character for which he re-
ceived his nomination. For Imre,
community theatre offers the oppor-
tunity “to showcase the immense

amount of talent in the region.” It is
“very encouraging for performers to
see the response of the audience and
in this case an adjudicator. When
you put a lot of yourself into the
character and it comes across, it feels
great.”
Tanner Ferris, 22, has done a lot of

theatre including community, youth
and professional productions. e
sound design for Little Shop grew out
of a set designed with a “perspective
meant to draw focus to the band”
strategically placed behind the actors
so they could hear the music directly
and not through a monitor. e
band levels were set, so Tanner could
“live mix the actors throughout the
show to create balance between the
vocals and the band.” Live mixing
three actors, who kept switching har-
monies, to make the three into one
consistent sound was the greatest
challenge. 

“In community theatre one works
with fewer constraints than profes-
sional companies, albeit with a frac-
tion of the budget. But that allows
for greater creativity and as much re-
sponsibility as you are willing to take
on.” e award and nomination is a
“validation of everything [he] is
doing.” Generally, “the payout is see-
ing your vision come to life,” and
since Tanner has his sights set on pro-
fessional theatre work, the award
“fortifies the feeling inside that says
[he] can do this, and serves to release
the feeling of self-doubt.”
Jay Da Costa’s first show was a high

school production of Little Shop of
Horrors. e songs, and his desire to
play Seymour, stayed with him
throughout his 26 years in commu-
nity theatre. e “cool thing” for Jay
was the teacher who directed him in
that first show came out and saw this
performance. 
Michael Winn Johnson sees his best

director award as “a testament to all
the people [he] worked with.” For
Michael, “directing is just trying to
put all the best pieces together. It is a
true collaboration. It is an award for
everyone’s hard work.” He sees his in-
volvement in community theatre as
a “fantastic way to do something cre-
ative” and provide an awesome live
theatre experience locally.

Community theatre is sometimes
perceived as being substandard to big
professional productions. Tanner
Ferris calls this “an opportunity for
surprise and success.” e one com-
ment that came from Dorothy, Imre,
Tanner, Jay and Michael was that
“people don’t realize the quality of
shows we put on,” and that they are
often told “these productions are as
good as or better than what you
would see downtown.”

Next year’s OnStage Uxbridge sea-
son has just been announced.  Look
for e Mumberley Inheritance (com-
edy), e Wedding Singer (musical)
and Done to Death (comedy). For
more information and tickets, visit
www.onstageuxbridge.com.
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We survived another winter.
However, if you su0er from seasonal
allergies you may be dreading the
start of spring.  3e pollen will be in
the air soon and that means runny
noses, itchy eyes and lots of sneezing.
But you don't need to su0er.  3ere
is a solution.

Medications can help but they
don't treat the underlying cause.
3e pollen in the air is NOT the
cause.  If it was then everyone would
have allergies.  3e cause in suscep-
tible people is their body overreact-
ing to the allergens.

3ere are speci1c acupuncture
protocols that change the way the
body responds to pollen and other
substances that trigger allergies.  

For over 20 years I have been

using the "Toni1cation Protocol" to
raise the energy in the body.  Once
the body has this extra energy it can
be used to control the immune
response so that there are no more
allergic reactions.

Barry, a 70 year old patient with
lifelong allergies, came in to see me
last August.  After a few sessions of
acupuncture he was able to work
outside right beside a patch of
ragweed.  His dust allergies are now
gone too!

I have helped many others just
like Barry over the years.  I can help
you too.

Let's get you functioning prop-
erly now before the pollen starts.
Call the o2ce today to book a
consultation.

Dr. John Clark
Chiropractor & Acupuncture Provider
304 Toronto Street South
905-852-9700
john@axischiropractic.ca
axischiropractic.ca

Do You
Have
Seasonal
Allergies?

OnStage Uxbridge closes curtain on season with gala wins
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Downtown Business Survey
Another chance to have your say
The Cosmos received 87 responses to the Downtown Business Survey when it ran at the end of 2016
and earlier this year. However, it was only run twice in the newspaper. Response to our “Results”
piece in the March 23rd edition revealed that many people had wished they had seen the survey in
the newspaper more (which proves that people DO read newspapers!) In light of this, The Cosmos is
running the survey every week during April.

We ask you to take a couple of minutes to fill in the following survey. The results will be examined,
and may even be sent along to the Township of Uxbridge to help with its economic development
strategies. Thank you for reading The Cosmos and taking time to complete the survey!

1. How often do you shop in downtown Uxbridge?

Every day Once a week Occasionally When there is a sale Never

2. What businesses in downtown Uxbridge do you most frequently visit?
Shop__________________________________________________________
Restaurant _____________________________________________________ 
Other__________________________________________________________

3. What types of shops or businesses would you like to   
see in downtown Uxbridge?

Stores _________________________________________________________
Restaurants_____________________________________________________
Other__________________________________________________________

4. Do parking issues ever deter you from doing  
business/shopping in downtown Uxbridge?

Yes No

5. What could downtown Uxbridge businesses and 
retailers do to attract you to their business/store?

___________________________________________________________________________________

6. Do current downtown Uxbridge business/store 
hours meet your needs?

Yes No

7. Would you like to see the downtown Uxbridge 
business/shopping area expanded?

Yes No No opinion

8. Would you like to see more special events held in 
the downtown Uxbridge area?

Yes No No opinion

9. Do you think the township should offer incentives to 
attract new businesses/retailers to the downtown 
Uxbridge area?

Yes No No opinion

Comments and Suggestions 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Drop off completed surveys at 38 Toronto St. N., Uxbridge, on or before April 28.

Only
$50
Night

To patients of the
Uxbridge Hearing Centre

Sue is retiring and Jordanna is joining our clinic. 
Please join us at a 

patient appreciation luncheon 
being held at the 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 170 in Uxbridge

April 25, 2017
11:00 - 2:00

109 Franklin Street, Uxbridge
RSVP by April 17th to 905-852-4722

Save 20% to 30%
on Life Insurance
Call for a quote

1 289 338 0543 or 1 800 748 5306
www.agilefinancialservices.com
info@agilefinancialservices.com

Lets have a discussion
to see if you qualify?

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

by Roger Varley

Under sombre, cloud-covered skies,
with the light fading and a cold wind
blowing, the bright colours of the
Union Jack, the Red Ensign and the
Uxbridge Cadet Corps flag stood out
against the beige tone of the cenotaph
over which they were draped.

Beneath the almost ghost-like pres-
ence of the statue atop the cenotaph,
members of the cadet corps took up
"rest on arms reversed" positions - (Lee
Enfield rifles with the barrels resting on
their boots) - in a silent vigil to remem-
ber the Canadian soldiers who fell at
Vimy Ridge in World War I 100 years
ago.
About 15 cadets, under the command

of Capt. Robert Evans, were on hand
for the vigil last Wednesday, taking 20-
minute shifts from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Between shifts, the cadets manned an
information table, offering pamphlets
and lapel pins marking the Vimy bat-
tle.

Only a handful of local residents
showed up for the vigil. ey included
Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger,
who placed a small bouquet of poppies
on the cenotaph in honour of his
grandfather, who was killed  on Hill 70
a few days after Vimy.

Among the cadets was Sgt. Jeffrey
Hughes, who was scheduled to fly to
France the next morning with a con-
tingent of Uxbridge Secondary School
students attending the Vimy cere-
monies. Sgt. Hughes noted he would
not be allowed to wear his cadet uni-
form on the trip, instead having to
wear the USS uniform "for security
reasons." He said he understood the
need for the tour leaders to be able to
quickly identify their charges, but said
he would have been proud to wear his
cadet uniform.

"I can't imagine what I'll be feeling
over there," he said.
Some of the cadets bemoaned the fact

that the corps numbers are low: be-
tween 30 and 35. ey noted that
being in the cadets offers them the
chance to learn useful skills, have fun
experiences and can give them a better
chance at landing a job later on.

Master Cpl. Jared Hamilton said
being in cadets improves his chances of
being accepted at the Royal Military
College when he graduates from USS.
With darkness descended and the traf-

fic through the Toronto and Brocks
Streets intersection noticeably reduced,
the cadets put away their flags, re-
treated home and left one lone, stone
statue to continue the vigil.

The future honours the past



e SOFA and SOFA+ leagues fin-
ished their final playoff games on April
9 and 10. For the first time, the four
teams ended with their banquet
(brunch) in the arena parking lot,
catered by ‘e Country Caterer’ Ray
Hamlin, one of our goalies on the DL.
e food was great and so was the
weather. . . a fitting end to a great year
of hockey.

On the following day the Reachview

Rangers battled it out with the Butter-
nut Bruins of the SOFA+ league. It was
an exciting game, with the Bruins edg-
ing the Rangers by one goal. (If you
like watching paint dry you will enjoy
the speed of these games.)   

Following the championship game
the players adjourned to Scrambles for
a really nice brunch and speeches and
then went home for naps. Jerseys were
taken to the laundromat to avoid com-
plaints about the smell next season.   

Each player will be issued a training
regimen for the summer. Players are ex-
pected to show up in the Fall in shape
and ready to play. Running to the

fridge for beer does not count as exer-
cise. 
See you next Fall!
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As a grand-nephew of J. Earle
Lockerby, a fallen World War I sol-
dier whose name is inscribed on the
Canadian National Vimy Memorial,
and after whom I am named, I take
my hat off to the 51 students of
Uxbridge Secondary School who are
currently visiting Vimy Ridge and
other battlefields of the Great War.   

Their participation in the various
ceremonies being held to commem-
orate the 100th anniversary of the
iconic Battle of Vimy Ridge will, I
am sure, be a wonderful learning ex-
perience, make a deep impression on
them and prove to be a highlight of
their lives. They studied and saved
for months to be able to stand in the
shadows of this great memorial as our
country stopped to reflect and re-
member. 

All of the residents of Uxbridge
Township can be truly proud of these
youth who are such worthy ambassa-
dors for our municipality, our
province and our country. Much
credit is due to teacher Tish Mac-
Donald for her leadership and untir-
ing efforts to inspire these teenagers,
to help them with special studies re-
lating to the War and to soldiers from
our area who served, and with the
requisite planning and fund-raising.

W. Earle Lockerby
Sandford

Re: Notes from the April 3 Council
Meeting, April 6 edition

I am quite incensed by the comments
attributed to members of Uxbridge
Council in this article. I have
searched the minutes of the April 3
council meeting and found no refer-
ence to these comments so I can only
respond to the article, written by
Roger Varley. It seems to me some
council members feel they occupy an
exalted position of privilege, immune
to criticism. I for one, think Heritage
Uxbridge has every right to comment
on features around town that they
feel do not enhance the town's
Quaker heritage. Quite frankly, the
sign at the southern entrance (to the
town) is a hideous monstrosity, and
for Councillor Molloy to say that
Heritage Uxbridge only has a man-
date to comment on designated her-
itage sites is ridiculous. 

Also, why should Heritage
Uxbridge apologize to Walmart for
saying they dominate the vista - of
course they do. 
Then there is Councillor Ballinger's

veiled threat to "tax them on it (their
opinion)." Do those of us expressing
an opinion now have to worry about
our taxes increasing at his whim? Per-
haps the apology should come from
the councillors who approved the

sign in the first place!
Robert Callcott

Zephyr

After reading the Letters to the Edi-
tor in the Thursday, March 30, edi-
tion of The Cosmos, I would like to
apologize to Agnes Lobbezoo for
missing out on a copy of the (Down-
town Business) Survey. 

As a business owner in the down-
town core, I am very enthusiastic
about improving all things Uxbridge.
I took it upon myself to make 100
copies of the survey to encourage
shoppers, both local and from out-
of-town, to have their views heard.
The survey was placed on my
counter and made available to every-
one, whether shopping, browsing,
dropping off donations or just stop-
ping by for a chat.

I am sorry Ms. Lobbezoo or any
other person missed the opportunity
to fill out a survey. Perhaps her visit
was after the 100 copies were gone.

With the blessing of The Cosmos, I
will make copies of the second run of
the survey available to anyone inter-
ested in having input into improving
the downtown area.

Mary Taggart
M.T. Hangars

Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

The annual conference for the Ontario Community Newspaper Association,
of which the Uxbridge Cosmos is a member, was held last Friday, and we were
there. We went hoping we would get an energetic boost and come away in-
spired, ready to take on another year of publishing a community newspaper.
It’s very easy to think you’re the only one fighting your battles and feeling
your fears when you’re sitting alone in an office, distanced from others in the
industry, and there’s nothing like a good conference to bring everyone to-
gether to swap stories and compare notes. This year felt odd, though. The
numbers of publishers and editors was down drastically from previous years,
and we hope that it was only because of scheduling conflicts, and not because
there aren’t as many community newspapers to represent - an unfortunate
reality nowadays. An editorial we came across on Monday, written by Troy
Media publisher Doug Firby, confirmed what those of us who did attend the
OCNA conference had discussed the week before - community newspapers
are faring a lot better than the “big guys,” but we, too, are struggling for rea-
sons that the communities who say they love us need to understand.

“Community newspapers have held true for a number of reasons,” writes
Mr. Firby. “Unlike other media, these newspapers tells stories about their
communities - stories you can't find on a news wire. Readers cannot find
their mix of local news, events, sports and advertising anywhere else. If they
don't like a story, they can call up and complain. Editors and owners belong
to the same social clubs, churches and hockey leagues as their customers.”   

The Cosmos is the only game in town where all of the above is completely
true. In a time when people are, more and more, tuning out, this little news-
paper is one of the best places to get connected again.
Supporting and being local is a big deal to community newspapers, both in

terms of mandate, and in terms of advertisers. “Local businesses view com-
munity newspapers as the best bet for effectively reaching consumers in these
small markets,” says Mr. Firby. He goes on to say that smaller communities
aren’t well served by corporations that move in and try to present a “local”
paper when the “ ‘"local" paper doesn't even live in the community it repre-
sents.’ 
“When a corporate paper puts virtually nothing into a community (and yet
expects to take its profits through advertising revenue), it's not really that
hard to provide a better product,” in the form of an independent paper.

We conference attendees spoke of the many worries that keep us awake at
nights, including ongoing trouble attracting advertisers at all levels (local, re-
gional, provincial and even national), and adapting to the digital age in which
a solid web presence and social media strategy are essential, but difficult to
maintain when staff is small and goals are lofty. But we all agreed that we
weren’t going anywhere anytime soon, despite corporate and digital pressure.

“It's hard to imagine a future without a community newspaper in some
form,” says Doug Firby, and we’re inclined to agree with him. 
“They will survive because nobody else is going to tell the stories they do -

about local births and deaths, local heroes and hooligans, the wise and foolish
decisions of the local council and prospects for the minor hockey teams. The
heartland has shown, time and again, that they will support a local news
source that lives and breathes small town Canadian life.”
Our Cosmos. Our community. Our universe, indeed.

Our two cents
If you love us don’t let us go

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,770 delivered by mail, 730 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

CORRECTION
Last week, the Uxbridge Cosmos erroneously re-
ported four Uxbridge Township employees were
on the 2016 Sunshine List of civic employees in
Ontario who earned more than $100,000. In fact
there were five, including then Fire Chief Scott
Richardson, who earned $112,355. The Cosmos
regrets the error.

CROSSWORD
Due to space constraints, there is no crossword in
this week’s edition. It will return next week.

SOFA Smiles 
with Gerry Roberts
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A few weeks ago,  following my experi-
ence travelling to Regina, I wrote that I
would never again take a commercial air
flight.

In a reply to that column, Ross Colby
wrote a letter to the editor stating in part:
"Suck it up, Buttercup!"

I believe Mr. Colby's response was in-
tended as a good-natured poke in the ribs,
with no malice attached. However, just
maybe it's time for all of us Buttercups to
unite.

It would be almost impossible for any-
one not to know about the recent incident
involving the brutal assault of a United
Airlines passenger who refused to "volun-
tarily" give up his seat on a flight where
he was already on board and buckled in.
That particular Buttercup ended up
bloodied and distressed.

Following the incident, it seems a lot of
Buttercups decided not to suck it up, be-
cause United Airlines' stock plunged in
value anywhere between $250 million and
$1 billion, depending on what source you
read.

United Airlines, by the way, was in the
news just recently because it would not
allow two 12-year-old girls to board a
plane while wearing yoga pants. Such ap-
parel did not fit the company's image,
said UA. So much for the company's
image.
Apparently, there are a lot of Buttercups

in Quebec as well. When it was disclosed
not long ago that Bombardier executives
had increased their own bank balances
significantly after receiving government
funding, while laying off thousands of
workers, an angry backlash by vocal Que-
becers forced the executives to change
their minds, at least temporarily. 

It would not be right or even accurate
to describe Rosa Parks as a Buttercup. Yet
her singular act of defiance in refusing to
give up her seat to a white passenger on a
bus was the catalyst of the civil rights
movement in the United States. She re-
fused to suck it up and so did the African-
American community, which boycotted

the Montgomery, Ala., transit system for
almost a year.

"Snowflake" is another term thrown at
individuals who speak up with solitary
voices against what they deem to be injus-
tices or unfair treatment. But if you can
gather enough snowflakes together they
can become an avalanche, similar to the
avalanche I believe is going to hit Premier
Wynne and her Liberal government in the
next provincial election over the cost of
hydro. The vast majority of my time is
spent in front of my computer, with one
lamp on and a couple of baseboard
heaters. Yet my hydro bill last month was
a staggering $244. I know I am not alone
and it's not just private citizens feeling the
heat (pardon the pun). Companies are
also feeling the effect of high hydro costs,
even though, in many cases, those costs
are passed on to their customers. Maybe
it's time for the Buttercups to unite to de-
mand something be done to alleviate the
cost of hydro, particularly those so-called
"delivery" charges.
On a local note, is it time for the Butter-

cups to demand that Uxbridge receive a
darn sight more for their money in terms
of policing and transit? This township
sends millions of dollars to the south end
of the region for these services every year
and that money comes from you, dear
readers, through your property taxes. Ask
yourself these questions: when was the last
time you even saw a police cruiser in your
neighbourhood?; when was the last time
you found it convenient to use Durham
Region Transit? If the region can't im-
prove these services in our township, then
maybe they should demand less of our
money for them. Or better yet, maybe it's
time the Buttercups started doing the de-
manding.

But then, Buttercups sit docilely in the
sun, bending whichever way the wind
blows. Perhaps it would be better if they
were roses: still lovely to look at, but
watch out for the thorns!
Tell me, am I wrong?

They all looked sharp in their specially tailored
commemorative jackets. They responded to the
atmosphere of being away from home on a field
trip with not unexpected exuberance; they
looked pretty pumped. But when several of
them spoke publicly the other night in Ypres,
Belgium, I could tell these teenagers had
changed even in the few days we’ve been away.
One of them, Sam Futhey, a Grade 10 student
from Uxbridge Secondary School, noted a visit
to one of the Great War cemeteries.
“When I saw the number of grave stones,” he

said. “I don’t know. It just hit me.”
It was Day Four of the Vimy 100th commem-

oration trip I’ve been hosting since last Thurs-
day, when 55 adult travellers and 51 students
from Uxbridge Secondary School began our
pilgrimage (in two buses) to battlefields of the
First and Second World Wars. For the adult
group, mostly retired Canadians, this tour, as
one of them put it, “is a chance to say thank
you to veterans for the good life I’ve enjoyed.”
For the students, however, it may be the most
influential 10 days of experiential learning
they’ve ever known. After studying wartime
battles Canadians endured in north-western
Europe, it was time to view them, walk them,
experience them where they actually happened,
not in a classroom or on the Internet.
One of the highlights occurred Sunday, when

about 25,000 Canadians young and old de-
scended on perhaps our most famous Great
War monument – the Vimy Memorial. Here
on the military position known as Hill 145, be-
tween April 9 and 12, 1917, Canadians for the
first time serving as an independent corps lib-
erated Vimy Ridge from the Germans. It was
the first significant Allied victory of WWI and
some say a turning point in Canada’s coming
of age as a nation. But on Sunday, exactly 100
years after the battle, U.S.S. students witnessed
a dazzling ceremony attended by such digni-
taries as Princes Charles, William and Harry,
French President Gérard Hollande and Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau.

“As I see the faces gathered here — veterans,
soldiers, caregivers, so many young people —
I can’t help but feel a torch is being passed,”
Trudeau said in his speech. “One hundred years
later, we must say this, together. And we must
believe it: ‘Never again.’”

I couldn’t help thinking that the prime min-
ister’s call to action fell on attentive ears. I
learned that Uxbridge students not only look
the part – with their Vimy commemorative
jackets and somber demeanor in Common-

wealth cemeteries, but they’re also intellectually
prepared. Sam Futhey had visited a Royal New-
foundland Regiment cemetery to honour a
family relative, Ambrose Stride; Grade 11 stu-
dent Scarlett Minshull paid tribute to Uxbridge
local Walter Gould, who served at Vimy; and
Grade 11 student Emma Runnalls brought her
knowledge of Uxbridge native Sam Sharpe,
who saw his Ontario County battalion first
blooded at Vimy – when 10 troops were killed
and 30 wounded simply repairing communi-
cation wire on the first night of the battle.
“I’m thankful to have had the chance to come

here and do this,” Emma told last night’s din-
ner group.
One might sit at home in Canada and criticize

these pilgrimages as just another field trip
where young people of some means get a
chance to zip off to exotic places, blow off some
steam, and give the impression that they care.
Well, I found evidence to the contrary. And I
found it right in front of me. Following the
Vimy 100th observance on Sunday, and as the
crush of 25,000 spectators made its way to
shuttle buses under the watchful eyes of Gen-
darmerie security forces, a young man ap-
proached me.
“Are you Ted Barris?” he asked. “You probably

don’t remember me, but we met here on the
Vimy grounds 10 years ago.”
Robb Phillips, now a 20-something adult, re-

minded me of our first encounter at Vimy in
2007. Like the current group of U.S.S. pil-
grims, Phillips, a decade earlier a high school
student from Pickering, Ont., had saved and
studied to get to Vimy to commemorate one
Cpl. Joseph Kennedy of the 161st Huron Bat-
talion. He still felt an attachment to Kennedy,
wounded by shrapnel and gas but still active
during the Canadians’ last 100 days of the
Great War. He admitted the whole experience
had changed him.

“I’m here out of respect and love of history,”
he said. And on Sunday, for the 100th, Phillips
wore the same green khaki army shirt he had
worn in 2007. “I just had to come back!”
There’s no guarantee that any of the Uxbridge

high school teenagers, nor even history-smitten
Vimy returnee Robb Phillips will ever live up
to Trudeau’s plea of “Never again!” But walking
here among these battlefields and war memo-
rials, they’ll have a greater chance of success
than those who dare to ignore war history all
together.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Never again

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Buttercups unite!
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THIS WEEKEND
Sat., April 15: Uxbridge Run for
the Diamond. Includes 1/2 Marathon,
5km & 10km walk/run. 10 year Anniver-
sary, put on by the Cottage Hospital Aux-
iliary. Uxbridgehalfmarathon.ca.
Sat., April 15: Easter Family Fun
Day. Easter Bunny, Egg Hunt, Loot Bags.
9 - 11 a.m., Goodwood Community Hall.
$5/child 12 years and under. For infor-

mation call 647-467-3105.
Sat., April 15: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15 a.m.
For more info please contact jo at 905-
852-6487.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., April 17: How to plan a
spectacular Fall garden., Clare-
mont Garden Club. Guest Marjorie
Mason: plant expert, author & radio
show host. 7:30 p.m., Claremont United
Church. Visit www.claremontgarden-
club.ca for further details. Free for mem-
bers, $5 for guests. 
Tues., April 18: Uxbridge Seniors

Citizen’s Club Meeting. 1 p.m. Tea &
dessert potluck. Wear a funky hat in ho-
nour of April Fool’s Day. Bring a photo of
you as a baby or child. Special speakers.
Trivia.
Thurs., April 20: Lunch ‘n’ Learn:
"Downsizing Diva" Shirley
Couglin. St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 12
noon - 2 p.m. Moving? Purging? Spring
Cleaning? Find out what to keep, what to
sell, and what to toss. Programme starts
with a pay-what-you-can lunch catered by
North House. Call 905-852-7016 to re-
serve your seat.  
Thurs., April 20: Ham & Maple
Syrup Dinner. Goodwood Community
Centre,  starts 4:30 p.m. Ham, scalloped
potatoes, bread, dessert. Tickets at the
door, $20. Take away available. Hosted
by Goodwood United Church. For more
information call 905 640 3347.
Fri., April 21: Open House,
Uxbridge Taoist Tai Chi Society.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 9 a.m. Demon-
stration & explanatory talk, followed by
the opportunity to learn the first move &
refreshments.

Fri., April 21: Blood Donor Clinic,
1:30 - 7:30 p.m. Uxbridge Seniors’ Cen-
tre. Sponsored by Uxbridge Rotary Club.
Sat., April 22: 2nd  Annual
Kids4Life Yard & Bake Sale, Living
Water Community Church, 81 Reach St.
7 a.m. – 2 p.m., rain or shine. For more
info visit www.jointhejourney.ca
Sat., April 22: Community High
Tea. 11:30 a.m., Uxbridge Baptist
Church. Tickets $20, available at church
office, call 905-852-3662 or 905-852-
7801. Proceeds support Heart to Heart
Outreach to Indigenous Peoples of
Canada.
Sat., April 22: Jazz in Claremont.
Mike Murely Trio w/ guest Guido Basso.
Claremont United Church, 8 p.m. Tickets
$25 in advance, $30 at door, call 647-
982-4649 or email
jazzinclaremont@gmail.com for info.

UPCOMING
Wed., April 26: Friends’ Handica-
pable Ministry Talent Show. 6:50 -
8:10 p.m. Trinity United Church gym.
Everyone is invited to come and encour-
age our stars!  For more info, please con-
tact jo at 905-852-6487 or TUC office. 
Fri., April 28: Rising Stars Concert,
sponsored by the Uxbridge Music Schol-
arship Trust. St. Andrew’s-Chalmers Pres-
byterian Church, 7 p.m. Tickets $15,

children 10 and under free. 
Sat., April 29: Community-wide
Treasure Hunt. 8 a.m. - 12 noon. Put
items you don’t need on the curb for oth-
ers to pick up for free. If you live on a
rural road, put a green ribbon at the end
of your road & on your mailbox to let oth-
ers know you’re participating.
Sat., April 29: “Everything Green“
Show for Earth Day. 12:30 - 4 p.m.,
Uxbridge Arena. Speakers, draws, free
gifts.  
Fri., May 5: Epsom/Utica Church
Roast Beef & Pie Supper. 4:30 - 7
p.m. Uxbridge Senior Centre
Sat., May 6: Durham Mountain
BIking Assoc. Demo Festival &
Pancakes in the Forest. 10 a.m. - 4
p.m., Durham Forest main parking lot.
For more details see durhammountainbik-
ing.ca/events/dmba-demo-festival.
Guided family trail rides, demo bikes &
gear from leading manufacturers, music
by Red Bull, fun competitions, delicious
lunch options from local businesses, and
great prizes. 
Sat., May 6: Uxbridge Lawn
Bowling Club Open House, 1 - 3
p.m. Open Bowling May 8-11 at 7 p.m.
Located behind the Uxbridge Arena.
Marion 416-678-1584.
Sat., May 6: Sunrise Pregnancy &

Family Support Services 25th An-
niversary Celebration. 6:30 p.m.,
Uxbridge Baptist Church. Desserts, silent
auction, featuring the Dnes Sisters. $10
advance @ Blue Heron Books, $15 at the
door.
Sat., May 6: St. Paul's Spring
Pasta Supper. St. Paul’s Anglican
Church, Lower Hall. Continuous serving
from 5 - 7 p.m. Featuring fresh & cheesy
lasagna, spaghetti, Caesar salad, rolls,
beverages and Italian ice cream. Adults
$15, children (5-12) $5, preschoolers
free. Tickets available at door or at the
church. www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca and on
Facebook.
Sun., May 7: Girl Guide Cookies
for sale. The 1st Uxbridge Ecuador In-
dependent Trip Unit will be selling the
popular cookies outside of Canadian Tire
Uxbridge from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Choco-
late/vanilla combined, $5/box. Sales
will help support the unit’s volunteer ven-
ture to Ecuador.
COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist

UXBRIDGE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

231 Brock Street West

Good Friday
10:00 a.m. Worship &

Communion
(Dramatic Presentation by 

Jodi Greenstreet)
7:00 p.m. Free Movie “Risen”
(See the Resurrection through

new eyes)
Easter Sunday

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

ST. PAUL'S
ANGLICAN
CHURCH

59 Toronto Street, South
905-852-7016

Good Friday - April 14
10:30 a.m. - Good Friday

Worship
Easter Sunday - April 16
8:30 a.m. - Traditional

Communion with hymns
10:30 a.m. - Communion, choir

& Sunday School
Christ Is Risen!

ZEPHYR UNITED
CHURCH 

AND 
SANDFORD

UNITED CHURCH

Zephyr United at 9:30 a.m 
and 

Sandford United at 11:00 a.m. 

We will warmly welcome you to
our Easter Sunday service, a
joyous hour of worship, music

and friendship.

GOODWOOD
UNITED
CHURCH

Front St. & Goodwood Rd., 
in Goodwood

OPEN HEARTS – OPEN
MINDS – OPEN DOORS

Good Friday:
Service: 9:30 am 
Easter Sunday:

Sunrise service at Shier farm,
(1 km s. of church on Conc.3)

7:00 a.m.
Breakfast at the church: 8:15 am

Service: 9:30 am

TRINITY 
UNITED 
CHURCH

April 13, Maundy Aursday
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

April 14, Good Friday
Service at 10:00 a.m. Joint Choir

community service

April 16, Easter Sunday
Sonrise Service at 8:00 a.m.

Celebration Service 10:00 a.m.

Everyone Welcome!

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

GOODWOOD
CEMETERY BOARD

Plot Holders
Annual Meeting

Wednesday, April 19, 2017
7:30 pm

at
Goodwood Community Centre

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED FOR LAST MINUTE
EASTER WEEKEND GET-TOGETHERS!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca
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SERVICES
SPRING CLEAN-UPS, aerating, fertilizing,
grass cutting and more. Seniors’ discount.
Jason’s Property Maintenance. 905-862-2644.
4/13

INCOME TAX & ACCOUNTING
SERVICES: New clients welcome. Self-
employed to corporate clients, over 25 years
in the field. Lynn Eldridge, 905-852-7281,
eldridge_l@hotmail.com   5/18
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care.
416-287-0673. 4/20
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca  4/27
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!  4/27
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis
by Karen. Call for a free consultation 905-985-
9085   9/1
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
4/27

TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145.   6/1

WANTED
BOOKKEEPER: For home improvement
contractor located in Claremont area. Must
have Quickbooks experience. Accounts
payable, accounts receivable, job costing,
calculate remittances for WSIB and HST. Hours:
9 to 3. Hours and days flexible. Send resume
to danielpettit44@yahoo.ca   4/13

GARDEN PLOTS for our new residents from
Syria. Several Syrian families have expressed
interest in growing their own food but do not
have space available where they live. Do you
have some garden space to share with them?
Contact Richard Simpson 905-473-1711 or
rsimpson@xplornet.com   4/20

SPRING CLEANING? Would you like to
have your “good stuff” picked up for free and
see it go to a “good home” vs. the landfill sites?
Consider donating to the 13th Annual Roxy
Kids In Action Good Stuff Sale. Contact Cathy
Christoff at 416-989-6963, any Roxy Kid In
Action in your neighbourhood, or email
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com for free
pick-up. Your support is greatly appreciated!
5/11

PSW'S REQUIRED TO WORK IN

UXBRIDGE. Providing private care in homes

caring for the elderly. Must have experience
caring for clients with dementia. PSW
certification, vulnerable police clearance. Ability
to prepare healthy meals. Enjoy working with
the elderly. Please fax your resume to 1-866-
799-4126 or call us at 416-287-0673.   4/20

GARAGE OR SHED to store some antique
lawn tractors. Call Jim at 905-852-5811.
4/13

ASSISTANT WANTED FOR COUNTRY
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE including
raking, grass cutting, trimming, gardening &
small odd jobs. Week days, flexible hours. Must
have transportation. Contact Rod, 905-852-
7780.   4/13

FOR SALE
4 MAKITA POWER TOOLS. Circular saw,
heavy duty drill, drywall screwdriver and
reciprocating saw. $120. 905-862-2176.
4/13

2005 BUICK: 4 winter/summer tires on rims,
e-tested in November, new rockers/front
fenders 2 years ago. Asking $3,200 or B/O.
103,000 km. As is. Runs great. Call 905-852-
7173.   4/13

CAMERA COLLECTION: 15 unique cameras
and accessories from Sweden, Germany,
Switzerland, Japan, Russia, etc. Must be
purchaased as a complete package. Asking
$1,200, or best offer. Please call 705-228-
8108 for details.   4/13

EVENTS
JOIN OUR COMMUNITY YARD SALE!
Saturday, April 29.  Uxbridge Legion parking
lot, 109 Franklin Street. Sell your treasures -
$30/spot ,or donate gently used items to the
Legion. Contact Len Cole at 905-852-7633.
Food and refreshments available.   4/27

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
THINK SPRING
THINK LOCAL

THINK
GILLDERCROFT
WE’RE YOUR #1

INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“What I want most of all
and at all times is to
honour your laws.”  

Psalms 119:20

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding areas

MOE licensed

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

INCOME TAX
Pickup & Delivery

in the
Uxbridge Area

Over 25 years experience

Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469
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321 Feasby Road, Uxbridge     9058526047
www.uxbridgemanorandspa.com
info@uxbridgemanorandspa.com

OPEN  MAY 14th!
Come in and take advantage of our great

Mothers Day Packages
(also available as a gift card)

$14900
Moms Little Getaway 
30 Minute Massage
Hot Stone Pedicure
Camillen Gift Pack Wellness Care

The Revitalizer 
Revitalized Facial to Go
Hot Stone Pedicure
Camillen Gift Pack Wellness Care

The Stress Reliever 
30 Minute Hot Stone Massage
Hot Stone Massage Pedicure
Camillen Gift Pack Wellness Care

Above packages while quantities last.

+ hst

$14900
+ hst

$16900
+ hst

MANOR & DAY SPA

Join us

27 Roytec Drive, Hwy. 7 & Weston Rd. Near
Canada’s Wonderland.
12,800sq.ft.  spa and clothing store on the main
floor with 5800sq.ft. of offices on the second
level offered at $3,495,000

30 Wilson Street Ste 201 in the heart of old
Markham Village.  Exceptional area close to
Highway 7. Offering price $399,900.

WES
WILSON
Sales Representative

Hall of Fame
ICI & Residential 

Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage
Bus (905) 764 6000 
Cell (416) 918 9225

My family and I have recently moved
to Uxbridge and are looking forward

to meeting many of you!

We love
RUFFerals!

Halle Berry
&

Angelina Jolie


