
PERFECTING THE THROW - Chris Robinson, third from left, coaches Sean Findlay, Noah Hutchinson, Michael VanderMeer, Daniel Hutchinson, and Liam Soliman on
how to properly throw a baseball. Chris gives private and group lessons in the sport, as well as working with the Uxbridge Youth Baseball Association. Clinics are held for all
levels, from intro to Peewee/Bantam, at both Joseph Gould Public School and at Uxbridge Secondary School. For more, visit thecosmos.ca or uyba.ca.     Photo by John Cavers

Delaying decision
on ward changes

by Roger Varley

It is possible that the wrecker's ball might not
be smashing into the old Vintner's Nook build-
ing after all. Council has agreed to place the
building at the corner of Spruce and Albert
Streets on the heritage register.

Council received a letter from Heritage
Uxbridge urging that the building be placed on
the register as a non-designated building. The
letter said the building is "of cultural heritage
value and interest" and noted that the Ontario
Heritage Act permits such buildings to be
placed on the registry.

Council also received a letter from Professor
John Peever of the University of Toronto asking
that the planned demolition be stopped, saying
issuing a demolition permit would be "a good
example of bad urban planning."
Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor, noting she had

been receiving "a lot of calls" since the Cosmos

reported last week on the building's scheduled
demolition, asked that the letters be tabled and
staff provide a report.
"If this building was so important, why was it

not brought to our attention when it was up
for sale?" she asked, noting that Shell Canada
purchased the building from former councillor
Susan Self last year.

Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger, noting
that his father had once spent a night in the jail
cell in the building when there was a police of-
fice there, said he would like to see more infor-
mation about the building.

Clerk Debbie Leroux advised council to de-
cide immediately what to do about the build-
ing, noting that without action a demolition
permit could be issued the next day.

Councillor Pat Molloy described the calls to
save the building as "a knee-jerk reaction."

"I'm not in favour of delaying demolition,"
he said. "Are we supposed to buy the building?"

Councillor Pam Beach, however, took issue
with Mr. Molloy.

"It's not a knee-jerk reaction," she said. "We
definitely need to look at the building."

Councillor Dave Barton noted that "when
this building is gone, it's gone forever. Let's
find out the full story on it."
Mr. Molloy appeared to be mollified and put

forward a motion to place the building on the
heritage register as a non-designated property.

Aaron Brannigan, a member of the Heritage
Uxbridge committee, said that move will at
least delay demolition. He said if a demolition
permit is issued, it will be placed on hold for
60 days.

Mr. Brannigan said the building was built
sometime around 1910-1920. He said it was a
township building at one point and it was the
township's first municipal building with all
services under one roof.
See “Letters to the Editor” for more on this story.

by Roger Varley

Following Dr. Robert Williams' final report
on his review of the township's ward bound-
aries, council decided to hold off making a
decision on his recommendations until they
hear one more submission.

Dr. Williams offered council two options,
both of which called for three urban wards
and two rural wards, the opposite of what is
in place today. He said he tried to work with
the current format but found it impossible
given current population statistics. Noting
that the optimal ward population would be
4,235, he said that under the current ward
boundaries, Ward 4 has a population of
6,295 while Ward 2 has only 2,679. He also
said that the current makeup of the ward sys-
tem sees two councillors speaking for 60 per
cent of the population and three councillors
speaking for 40 per cent.

Both the options he presented would see
one rural ward covering the entire northern
half of the township above Davis Drive and
the second rural ward covering the whole
southern half except for urban Uxbridge. The
urban area would see Wards 4 and 5 recon-
figured and Ward 3 would cover the western
part of the town and some of the rural area
(images on page 2).
He said he dismissed the idea of eliminating

wards and having councillors elected at large.
He said he used "natural and recognizable"

lines such as roads to delineate the ward
boundaries.

"Uxbridge is initially the same as it was in
1974," Dr. Williams said. "I'm just offering
what I believe is the best option for the town-
ship."

However, Mayor O'Connor, noting that
resident June Davies had suggested during a
public meeting that watersheds be used as the
boundary lines, asked council to table the re-
port until June 12 when Ms. Davies can 

...continued on page 2

Heritage building saved from the wrecker’s ball - for now

   

   
  

te Bt  

 S,®TORREALT
Sales Repres
Gerald 

wrence.cLa
dLawrenc

ge  Brokera
 ker R.M.R.

 SRS,® RES
tive senta ative

Gerald Lawr

   

   
  

N   Quiet.yor Privacard FBacky
 Deck Sunroom,ws,Windoilt T

turing Upgrade  ea FBasement.
wo   TTwo-(2) Levels ell Built Home Has WThis 

com
.comce

  .

SM S

 rence

   

   
  

tipleListings.ca

While Being Close Neighbourhood 
enced And Forch losed P Enc k,
and Larger  Kitchen,throoms, ed Ba

inished A FAnd o-(2) Levels 

COMING 
SOON

   

   
  

.Multwwww.MultipleListings.cat Get more Info a
o Amenities.Enough T

yy
6-556-0238

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

This home is situated in a 
park like setting on 4.5 acres 

with river at the back, pond 
in front along with inground 

pool.  The house features 
a renovated kitchen and 

bathrooms, a huge master 
bedroom suite with private 
screened in balcony, office/

sitting area/4 pc ensuite, and 
so much more....a must see 

home. $988,000

OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY, MAY 13TH

1 to 4 p.m.
50 YORK STREET, UDORA
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Sales Representative
905-642-2223 o�ce   416-735-7041 cell

www.mayrealestate.com   
Established 1972

Celebrating 45 years of service

K. R. MAY 
Real Estate Limited, Brokerage

38 Main Street South, Uxbridge     $1,799,000.00

Breathtaking spacious family home in downtown 
Uxbridge.   Live the lifestyle you’ve been searching for with room 
for everyone, nanny, in-laws, teenagers & pets.  Steps to schools, 
theatres, �ne dining, shops & trails.   Over 5,400 sq. �. total living 
space.   Everything new, updated & restored over past 10 years by 
custom quality cra�smanship.  Chef ’s dream kitchen, home o�ces, 
gym, family rooms, gas �replaces, spa-like master retreat etc., 2 car 
garage boasts a bonus work room and 550 sq. �. un�nished lo� 
waiting for your future plans.

See Virtual tour at www.38MainStreetSouth.com

FIREWORKS SALES
TRAILER LOCATION:

Rexall Mall, Elgin Park Drive, Uxbridge
Tuesday, May 16          12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 17     12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 18         12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m.
Friday, May 19             12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 20         10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 21           12:00 noon to 7:00 p.m.
Monday, May 22           12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m.

Large
selection of
fireworks at

great
prices!

Get your
Canada 150
and July 1st

supplies
locally!

Fund-raising project of the local Kinsmen Club of
Uxbridge, enabling them to fund community projects

Wards, from page 1

make a presentation to council on
her suggestion.

"Let's get everything on the table,"
she said. "It's important when people
come out that they be heard."

Earlier in the discussion, Mr. Bar-
ton said the options provided mean
the township's farmers will lose a
voice on council. Mr. Molloy coun-
tered that the current system is in-
equitable and voiced his support for
Option 1.
Councillor Fred Bryan wondered if

there is a rush to come to a decision
and Ms. Leroux responded that a de-
cision made before Dec. 31 will af-
fect next year's municipal election.
She said if no decision is made before
then, the next election will see the
same wards in play.

Option 1 Option 2
A presentation made to council by Dr. Robert Williams offers two options
for ward boundary configuration, both of which call for three urban
wards and two rural wards. Both options presented have one rural ward
covering the northern half of the township above Davis Drive and the
second rural ward covering the southern half, except for urban Uxbridge.
The urban area would see Wards 4 and 5 reconfigured, with Ward 3
covering the western part of town and some of the rural area.



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

e Air Force Mavericks All-Star
cheerleaders performed routines last
weekend that were worthy of Acad-
emy Awards, with every team in the
club but one placing first at the
Cheer Evolution Red Carpet event,
held in Mississauga. 
Six teams, from the Cadets, ages 6-

8, to the Marshals (14-18) received
top marks in their respective divi-
sions. e Lieutenants (9-11), Cap-
tains (12-14) and Marshals also
received Grand Champion banners,
placing tops in their respective levels.
e Lieutenants also achieved a first
for the young club, receiving the
highest score of any level during the
entire day-long competition.

e Reserves, ages 3-6, took to the
mats for their very first competition
and placed third in their division.

“It was such a great end to the sea-
son,” says Patrick Mislan, operations
director and a head coach for the
Mavericks. “ere is no better feeling
than having all seven of our teams hit
their routines. As a coach, you can’t
ask for anything more. It was the
cherry on top of already amazing sea-
son!”
Red Carpet is the final competition

of the cheer season, which starts in
November. e Mavericks competed
several times throughout the season,
including going to Provincials in
Kitchener in February, and the Na-
tionals, held in Niagara Falls in early
April. Each competition saw the club
placing more consistently in the top
five, then in the top three in most of
their divisions. is steady climb up
the ranks is attributed to the acqui-
sition of coach Pat and his wife and
co-director Megan MacLennan, who
joined the Mavericks at the begin-
ning of the 2-16/2017 season. e
pair come from a background of
cheerleading which includes having
been on the Queen’s University
cheerleading team and coaching an
International Open Level 6 team
that ranked 11th in the world.
Megan is a former Level 6 Worlds
competitor and was also an interna-
tional competitor in dance. 

“When we started last year, Megan
and I sat down and did a score sheet

analysis,” explains Pat. “We found
that the club had had coaches that
really focused on tumbling. So the
difficulty level in that was good,  but
building and stunting were relatively
low (on the scorecards). So we knew
that would be our focus.”

e pair, along with head coach
Julie Simon and senior coach Kayla
Blacquiere, set to working with the
various teams, working on increasing
difficulty in the stunts and pyramids
that are the signature moves of cheer-
leading while not sacrificing the
technique and execution that the
athletes had already learned.  
“We wanted to build confidence in

the stunting, because when the ath-
letes look confident in the air, they
look confident overall,” says Pat.

It’s not all front tucks and hand-
springs, however. Pat is first to give
kudos to Megan for her choreogra-
phy - “She can give the moves to a
group as small as 11 kids to one as
big as 27. How you coordinate those
kids around the floor leaves an im-
pression with the judges, one they
don’t forget!” laughs Pat.

e club isn’t stopping for a rest -
placements for summer training and
next season are next week. Sue Ben-
nett, co-owner of the Mavericks with
Jill Priestman, says that this is one of
the most exciting times of the year
for the club, preparing for the next
competitive season. 
For 2017/18, the club has its sights

set on training teams for eventual
participation internationally, namely
at the Worlds competition. 

“e sky is the limit! We are going
to throw down with the best!” ex-
claims Pat. He believes that the talent
is already in the club, and that as he
and Megan, along with their
coaches, work with the team chem-
istry that already exists, “the growth
will only be exponential.” 

“at’s really important,” says
Megan. “Athletes don’t need to be
elite level now because they’re grow-
ing and learning together and getting
to that level at the same time.” 

e Mavericks’ home base is e
Hangar, located west of Goodwood.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

ZEPHYR ROAD - LANE CLOSURES

The Regional Municipality of Durham,
Works Department would like to advise res-
idents of lane restrictions on Zephyr Road
(Regional Road 13), from east of Conces-
sion Road 5 to west of Concession Road 6,
in Uxbridge. Construction will begin this
week and is expected to be complete by
June 9. Unfavourable weather conditions
may influence the work schedule.
Access to local driveways and businesses will
be maintained at all times. Drivers are
asked to exercise caution for the safety of
pedestrians, cyclists and construction work-
ers.

The Air Force Mavericks Lieutenants, a Large Youth Level 1 all-star cheerleading team, perform
one of their signature pyramids during the Cheer Evolution Red Carpet Event, held in Mississauga
over the weekend. The team placed first in their division, and also received the top score of the
day. For more information, visit airforcemavericks.ca.        Photo courtesy of Captured Moments

Cheerleading team flying to the top
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Re: the former Vintner's Nook

John Hamilton, who grew up in
Uxbridge, said that he remembered
when the former Vintner's Nook site
on Spruce Street was a vacant lot.
This lot is actually on a hillside. He
told me that sometimes when a trav-
elling entertainment troupe would
come to town, the audience would sit
on the hillside and the performers
would be on the level part to the
west.

In 1944, 73 years ago, Silverwoods
built the current building for an egg
grading station. This business moved
there from Brock Street in 1945.
Dulcie Peters (later Colby) was man-
ager. The other employees were:  Jean
Ball, cashier; Greta Coombe and M.
Flewell, candlers; Irene Day and
Irene Armstrong, packers; Allen
Gray, shipper, and Howard Clark,
truck driver. The egg grading busi-
ness closed in 1953.

For many years, the Town Council
Chambers had been in a hall over the
fire hall which was on the north side
of Brock Street in the valley.  The
story is that a dignitary was visiting
from Uxbridge, Middlesex, England,
and was invited to attend a council
meeting.  At that time, there was a
broken window pane in the meeting
hall, and this was embarrassing, so it
was moved that night that a new lo-
cation for council meetings be found.

Council bought the vacant egg
grading station in 1953, and it offi-
cially opened as a municipal office
April 1, 1954. There was space for
the Council Chambers, a building
inspector, clerk, secretary, and a po-
lice office. Holding cells were con-
structed in 1956, and their wooden
doors were replaced by steel ones in
1959. A little window with bars can
still be seen at the north end of the
building.

Allan McGillivray
Zephyr

I read with great concern in (last
week’s) Cosmos about the impending
demolition of the former Vintner’s
Nook building at Brock Street and
Spruce Street. This is a very hand-
some building with considerable in-
terest and contextual history, having
been a former municipal office and
police station.

I was surprised to learn that this
property has not been included on
Uxbridge’s register of listed heritage
buildings. I would like to urge Coun-
cil to at least suspend the demolition
permit on this building until a more
considered examination is given to its
heritage potential. This will need to
occur immediately.
Uxbridge cannot afford to lose more

heritage buildings downtown, nor to
have yet more vacant lots with no ap-
parent building plans in place. It is
very unlikely that potential contam-
ination underneath this building is a
critical issue. It is a potential hin-
drance only to re-development, not
to any use of the existing building.
The rational for demolition is plainly
predicated on remediation for rede-
velopment, which is a very poor ap-
proach to heritage.
As Jane Jacob’s said, “new ideas need

old buildings”. Downtown Uxbridge
absolutely requires both. Please en-
sure that we don’t destroy the infra-
structure that new businesses and
ideas will require.
David Le Roy
Uxbridge

Re: Council needs a calculator, May
4 edition

After speaking to some of my neigh-
bours, many people in Uxbridge feel
that council needs much more then
a calculator. They need a good shake
of their heads.  Many of us were very
unhappy a couple years back when
council gave the Township Pages to
the Toronto Star, who owns the

Times-Journal, and who ask their
readers to pay for the delivery of their
paper. Whatever happens to people
of Uxbridge first? Since some of us
cancelled delivery of both of the
other two papers long ago because
none of them is situated in Uxbridge,
and to cut down on waste material,
we, of course, will not get any of their
advertising, including the Uxbridge
Pages. In our minds, the Cosmos is
the only real Uxbridge Paper, and we
had hoped that the least our council
could do was to reinstall the
Uxbridge Pages to the Cosmos. With
no help from council, here is another
proof  of how difficult it is for a busi-
ness to survive in Uxbridge.   

Sadly this is not the only screw up
of our council, there are others.   The
huge amount of money lost on the
fire engine and the fire station are
some good examples. 
This council decision was definitely

not in the interest of the tax paying
people of Uxbridge and we can only
shake our heads. Looks like some in
our council dislike to be criticized
once in a while. 
Cosmos, we are united behind you

on this. Keep up the good work.   
Heinz Nitschke & neighbours

Uxbridge

The Energy Conservation Commit-
tee held the “Everything Green
Show” last Saturday at the Uxbridge
Arena, and everyone that partici-
pated learned how to go green and
save money as well. Everyone who at-
tending was very pleased with our
free gift of a box of LED lights for
their home, compliments of our local
Canadian Tire, who is always there to
assist. 

Thank you to everyone who came
out and supported our Green Day,
and to the Cosmos for their support.

Bev Northeast
ECC Chair

Letters to the Editor

Last night we attended a meeting of some residents who are worried about
the direction the township might be taking. This isn’t the first time - nor, we
hope, the last - that residents have gathered together to talk about what's hap-
pening in and what's planned for the municipality. Neighbours have gathered
aplenty in recent times, from the Cedar Street/Brock Street group that op-
posed the proposed gas bar-drive through-convenience store at 168 Brock
Street, to the Gouldville association that fought against the Mill Street de-
velopment, to neighbours concerned with road conditions in the Maple Street
area. 
Such groups are to be applauded, even if one does not agree with their po-

sitions. These meetings are community involvement to a T. They show that
some residents actually care about what's going on it town. But there are
other ways to show community involvement that we can all undertake.
Much has been written and said of late about the state of Uxbridge's down-

town. If we need to list all the concerns here, then you haven't been paying
attention. But with all the finger pointing - at council, at the BIA, at absentee
landlords, at gravel truck operators, at uninspired and uninspiring retailers -
fingers are rarely pointed at other obvious culprits. You and me.
Why, you may ask, should fingers be pointed at us? Because we all live here

and we're partly responsible for the sad state of affairs in town.
Do we want a more vibrant downtown with retailers who are inspired and

inspiring? Then we have to let the retailers know it by doing more shopping
in our own community. Even if you don't purchase anything, at least visit
the downtown stores and let the merchants know what you want, what you'd
like to see in their stores.
A vibrant downtown does not translate merely into shopping: it means mak-

ing it a place to meet friends and neighbours or even making new friends.
You can't do that if your only connection to the downtown is driving through
it to reach the big box stores at the south end of Toronto Street.
There are any number of events going on in and around town and it is hard

to imagine anyone who wouldn't be interested in any of the offerings. Just
take a look in the windows of any shop on Brock Street and see the plethora
of posters for teas, concerts, theatre, talks, programs and tours.

Just this weekend alone, there's the grand opening of the new fire hall on
Saturday and who doesn't like getting up close to all that amazing firefighting
equipment? Then there's the ribbon cutting for the Canada 150 tulip garden
at the museum grounds at 11 a.m. Saturday, where 1,000 red-and-white tulip
bulbs were planted. Feel more energetic? There are walks planned on the hik-
ing trails, including the Spring bird hike at Glen Major at 8 a.m.

It's not just weekends, either. On Thursday, May 18, the students at
Uxbridge Secondary School are holding a Vimy Ridge evening at 7 p.m., an
evening that promises to be an emotional one.

The public library offers a multitude of different and sometimes unusual
programs. This Saturday, the library presents its third annual How-To In 10
Mins. Festival family event from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

If you take the time to attend a few of these events, you'll soon begin to
find that you're meeting new and interesting people, finding out things about
your community that you didn’t know, becoming engaged and involved.
It's not just council, the BIA, the merchants and the service clubs who have

to be involved. It's all of us. It's our town and it is what we make of it.
And it is our apathy that is leading to the town's decline.

Our two cents
Get involved

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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Beep-beep-ba-beep.
Most of us have heard these tones on the radio

preceding a call from Canadian Blood Services
to get to a blood donor clinic posthaste and do-
nate that precious red fluid that runs through
our veins. I’d heard the tones many times, and
posted announcements here in the paper for
upcoming clinics here in Uxbridge many more
times, but had never donated blood myself. I
finally bit the bullet last month, and went on
April 21. I booked online and at the appointed
time, showed myself at the desk just inside the
doors at the Seniors’ Centre. A nurse asked me
for my donor card, and I explained that I didn’t
have one, this was my first time here. She
snapped her head up to look at me and
promptly gave me a little sticker that said “Be
nice to me, I’m new!” (which made me wonder
if they’re mean to repeat customers...). They
even had me book my next appointment.
After taking down all my particulars and pop-

ping them into a computer, I was handed a bar
code and told to go into the main hall and have
a seat at one of the several little computers there
and answer some questions - I believe she said
66 in total. I stepped into the hall, and was
bowled over by the scene. I had expected a few
chaise lounge-type chairs, some IV poles, a
couple of people with their sleeves rolled up,
and a nurse or two. Instead, I was confronted
with a well-laid out system of computers and
people who had the dozens and dozens of
donors and potential donors moving through
the various required stations at a steady pace.
Wow, I thought, this is really a big thing.

I sat down and answered the questions that
required me to think past whatever might have
happened beyond last week, and, feeling quite
chuffed with myself, took a seat in the first sec-
tion of waiting chairs. I knew the gal sitting
next to me (this IS Uxbridge), and we got
caught up on life and such. She saw my newbie
sticker and told me about how she’s been do-
nating blood for years. The gal on the other
side of me overheard, and the three of us chat-
ted about donating blood, making it a social
event, even talking about how the one lady’s
teenage son brough his birthday party to the
clinic to do a group donation before going to
play paintball. 

My number was finally called, and I was led
into a little cubicle with bright red dividers, and
sat down with a nurse who was going to review
my questionnaire and health history. I was very
excited, as this was the next step towards being
an official blood donor, and I really wanted one
of those little cards, and to have a birthday

party at the Seniors’ Centre, too! 
All my answers were in order - medications

had no contraindications, minor surgery in
January didn’t affect things...it was looking
good. Then it all fell apart. I had answered
“yes” to a question asking if I had lived overseas
in one of a list of western European countries
for more than five years between 1980 and
2007. Seven years in Switzerland disqualified
me from donating blood because of possible is-
sues with Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, or CJD.
CJD is a rare human variant of bovine spongi-
form encephalopathy (BSE, also known as mad
cow disease), and because it can take decades
to manifest itself in people, anyone who may
have had the slightest bit of exposure to it, no
matter how remote, is off the ok list for donat-
ing blood. 

Just like that, I was told “Sorry, you don’t
qualify, and you won’t be able to donate until,
let’s take a look now, 2117.”

I picked up my purse and slowly made my
way to the door. I caught Rotary president Dale
Hickey’s eye as I dejectedly walked towards the
door (Rotary Uxbridge sponsors the clinics in
Uxbridge), and made a big show of peeling off
my “I’m new” sticker and making like I had a
tail between my legs. Dale rushed over to me -
“You can’t donate? Neither can I, because I was
away in March!” 
“That’s just for now!” I cried. “ I can’t ever do-

nate, not ever!”
I felt like a leper. Dale asked if I wanted to sit

and have a cookie and some juice anyway, and
I scowled and said I most certainly would, see-
ing as I would never be back again to partake
in the fabled donate-blood-eat-cookies-drink-
juice ritual. I sucked back my juice box, mum-
bled to the smug just-emptied donors at the
table and slinked out the door.

I was really sad. I completely and absolutely
understood why CBS had turned me away -
they can’t take chances. But I had been really
excited to do something that was obviously re-
ally cool and easy to do. I had thought donat-
ing blood was a 10-minutes and you’re out the
door thing, but no, it’s an event. An event that
I wanted to be a part of, but was told I couldn’t
be. I was bummed.

I wonder how many thousands of potential
donors are turned away because of similar sit-
uations. Probably lots, which explains why we
hear those tones on the radio all the time. 

Sigh. I guess I’ll have to find out what else is
in me to give. I know - after I cancel my 2117
appointment, I’ll bake cookies for the next time
the blood donor clinic is in town.

About a month ago, a CBC television reporter
from Nova Scotia emailed me with a request.
Being sufficiently old-fashioned about these
things, I decided to phone him to offer a verbal
(rather than texted) answer. He said he and a
camera operator had just returned from an as-
signment in downtown Halifax, shooting a
video of the demolition of the Discovery Cen-
tre. I didn’t immediately get it.
“You’d more likely remember it as the Zellers

store,” Dave Irish said. “It’s a building with
much history. … I’m hoping to speak to you
about Ms. (Ronnie) Egan saving it.”

As many of you know, Rodine Doris Mary
Buckley-Beevers Egan – Ronnie to most of us
– was for nearly 30 years our next-door neigh-
bour in town. As you also know, Ronnie lived
life to the full. But she rarely took; she most
often gave, whether to her family, her friends
or her community. That began over 70 years
ago, during the Second World War, when she
enlisted in the Women’s Royal Canadian Naval
Service. The Navy posted her to Halifax, where
at the time there were 50,000 citizens and as
many as 60,000 naval personnel. But the CBC
reporter knew all that. He’d just shot video of
the Zellers store (a.k.a. Discovery Centre) com-
ing down and he wanted to know how Ronnie
Egan was connected to it.

“It’s an interesting coincidence that the city
should be tearing down that building now,” I
told Irish. “It’s coming up to the 72nd anniver-
sary of Ronnie’s heroics on that very spot.”

It happened on May 7, 1945. The next day,
Victory-in-Europe Day, VE Day, German gen-
erals would sign an unconditional surrender
and the Second World War in Europe would
be over. But the rumour of victory in Europe
had spread very quickly to Canada and to Hal-
ifax. As it turned out, despite the good news
from Europe, May 7 was not a good day in
Halifax. Bad relations between Canadian naval
personnel and the citizens of Halifax boiled
over and there were riots in downtown Hali-
fax.
Chief Petty Officer Egan’s final obligation that

day was to make sure at the end of her watch,
that all 300 women in that Navy barracks were
safely accounted for and in their rooms, away
from the riots in the streets. But by the evening
of May 7, with her day’s responsibilities met,
Ronnie had to leave the barracks. Because she
was married to Canadian army chauffeur Willis
Egan, she had to cross town to their modest
apartment for the night. On her way along Bar-
rington Street, through downtown Halifax,
Ronnie saw many strange sights that night –
streetcars overturned and burning, breweries
broken into and booze flowing in the streets,
civilians and servicemen looting stores, and
both criminal and comical behaviour every-

where.
“Sailors (were) running around with man-

nequins they’d stolen in their arms,” she said.
“Some had them over their shoulders. Others
put them down on the cobblestones, and used
them like toboggans to slide down the street.”

Oddly, even though most Halifax merchants
had closed their doors, Egan and a WREN
friend found the Zellers store open. They went
in to shop. But as they emerged from the store,
Ronnie explained to me, they were confronted
in the doorway by a couple of drunken sailors
carrying burning torches. Ronnie blocked their
path.
“And exactly what do you think you’re doing?”

she challenged.
“We’re going to torch this place,” they said.
Ronnie remembered that she braced herself

in the doorway and with hands on hips said de-
fiantly, “Oh no you’re not.” There was a ten-
sion-filled pause, as two equally determined
forces met head-on. But the crisis ended as
quickly as it began. The drunken sailors figured
there’d be easier targets for their frustration
somewhere else and disappeared into the
crowds. 
In the stacks of Library and Archives Canada

in Ottawa lies a nearly forgotten file holding
the documents of Supreme Court Justice R.L.
Kellock, who led a Royal Commission to in-
vestigate the VE Day riots in Halifax. Kellock
reported that 564 businesses had been dam-
aged by the riots, more than 2,500 windows
smashed, and more than 200 business premises
looted. Estimates of damage ranged from $3
million to $5 million. The Commission
blamed Leonard Murray, rear admiral in the
Royal Canadian Navy, for losing control of his
personnel. 

Kellock’s files also contained photographs
taken during and after the riots; one by coinci-
dence depicted an inebriated sailor sitting on a
cobblestone street, and in the background of
the photo one can plainly see the Zellers store-
front. It’s the same building CPO Ronnie Egan
successfully saved from being torched on VE
day.
Which was why CBC reporter Dave Irish had

called. If Ronnie Egan (who died in January
2016)  hadn’t stepped up that day 72 years ago,
later there would never have been a Discovery
Centre building. Nor a wartime façade to de-
molish in 2017. Nor a moment in Halifax’s his-
tory to remember. 
To see pictures and Dave Irish’s micro-doc of

the event, go to my website and here’s the link:
https://www.facebook.com/CBCNovaScotia/vi
deos/10155483841436842/

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Finally, Ronnie’s moment of fame

A Blonde Moment
column by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

But it’s in me to give
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THIS WEEKEND
Fri., May 12: Monday Morning
Singers 'Celebrate Canada'! 7:30
p.m., St. Paul's Anglican Church. Tickets,
$20, available at Presents Presents or at
the door. mmsingers.org 647-476-2138
Sat., May 13: Yard & Bake sale.
Goodwood United Church. 8 a.m. - 12
p.m. Indoors & out! Donations can be
brought to the church on Fri., May 12 be-

tween 3 & 5 p.m. For info call 905 640
3347.
Sat., May 13: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike. 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please.  Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862

Sat., May 13: Canada 150 Gar-
den Bloom Ceremony. 10 - 11 a.m.,
Uxbridge Historical Centre. Everyone is
invited to the ribbon cutting ceremony at
10 a.m. with light refreshments to follow.
7239 Concession Rd. 6 (just north of the
roundabout at Durham 8). Contact the
Centre at 905-852-5854 or
museum@town.uxbridge.on.ca for more
information.
Sat., May 13: Spring Birds at Glen
Major. Meet North Durham Nature's
Geoff Carpentier for this hike at  8 a.m.,
at the parking lot at Glen Major Forest,
Uxbridge Conc. 7, 6 km south of Durham
Road 21. Call (905) 903-0025 or email
geoff.carpentier@gmail.com to pre-regis-
ter for this hike.
Sun., May 14: Mothers Day Serv-

ice, Trinity United Church, 10 a.m. 

NEXT WEEK
Mon., May 15: Wild Edibles,
Claremont Garden Club Meeting.
Guest speaker Karen Stephenson, 7:30
p.m., Claremont United Church. Visit
www.claremontgardenclub.ca for further
details. Free for members, $5 for guests.
No need to be a Claremont resident.
Tues., May 16: Uxbridge Seniors’
Club General Meeting. Catered Ital-
ian lunch of lasagna & other pasta.
$10/members, $15/non-members. En-
tertainment will be be provided. Tickets
available in the Quilters room, Seniors’
Centre, Mon. - Thurs., 1-4 p.m. Bring a
friend.
Thurs., May 18: Lunch & Learn -
Seniors & Diabetes, St. Paul's Angli-
can Church. Begins at 12 noon with a
pay-what-you-can lunch catered by North

House. Presentation begins around
12:45. Please call 905-852-7016 to re-
serve a seat.
Thurs., May 18: Uxbridge Second-
ary School Vimy Celebration
Evening. 7 p.m. USS Cafeteria. Student
reflections, veteran tribute projects, video
presentation, special presentations, light
refreshments.For information: Tish Mac-
Donald (905) 649-0180
Sat., May 20: Uxbridge Horse-
men’s Assoc. Schooling Show. 9
a.m., Elgin Park. Inviting youth, begin-
ners & all riders who like to get some
show experience & have some fun! For
information visit uxbridgehorsemen.com.

UPCOMING
Wed., May 24: 7th Annual
Uxbridge Prayer Breakfast. 7 - 9
a.m. (Doors open 6:45). Wyndance Golf
Club. Keynote speakers Mel & Susan Fin-
lay of Nation at Prayer. Music by Grace
& Friends. Hot buffet breakfast incl. Tick-
ets just $20 at Blue Heron Books
&B.Evans Financial Services. For more in-
formation, please email uxbridgeprayer-
breakfast@gmail.com.
Sat., May 27: Annual Claremont
Plant Sale brought to you by the Clare-
mont Garden Club. Selection of perenni-
als, annuals, herbs, vegetables, & native
plants, along with some garden orna-
ments & succulent planters available. All
plants priced at $3 or less. 
Sat., May 27: Roxy Kids in Action
13th Annual “Good Stuff” Sale.
8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Home baking, movie
posters, “Roxy” popcorn , bbq hot dogs,
hamburgers & sausage on a bun. All
funds raised going to Jennifer Ashleigh
Children’s Charity. The Roxy Kids are
also looking for your donated "good
stuff" - contact Cathy Christoff at 416-
9 8 9 - 6 9 6 3
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com or any
Roxy Kid In Action in your neighbour-
hood for free pick-up.
Sat., May 27: RESCHEDULED
Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club An-
nual Canoe River Run.
Registration/start 8 - 10 a.m., Zephyr
Road west of Conc. #6, return bus ride
provided to start, snacks and beverages
also available, $20 per paddler pro-
ceeds going to Sunnybrook Cancer Cen-
ter. For info call 905-862-0040.
COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

To place a
Birth 

Announcement, 
an Obituary,

or a
Memorial

call
905-852-1900 

or email 
thecosmos@
powergate.ca

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

SIGN UP FOR OUR E-NEWSLETTER AND GET
NEWS ON OUR FABULOUS SPECIALS!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Over the years I’ve written a few songs
for you and about you.

Here’s one more.

No Reason To Be Here

&ere’s not a thing I want to do
If you’re not with me.

&ere’s not a place I want to go
If you’re not there.

&ere’s not a friend I want to talk to
If you’re not with me, talking too.

You see, without you,
I got no reason to be here.

Wait for me,
Your forever husband

Bill

In 
Memoriam

Mae Cudmore
Jan. 7, 1946 ~ May 11, 2016

Five years ago it broke our hearts to lose you; 
You did not go alone.

For a part of us went with you 
�e day God called you home.
You left us beautiful memories.

Although we cannot see you
You are always by our side.
Our family chain is broken

And nothing seems the same.
But as God calls us one by one

�e chain will link again.

Always missed, forever loved and never forgotten.
Norma, Robert & Mary, Brian & Joanne, 

Jean & Al, Ian & Cheryl, 
David & Tracy & families.

In Loving Memory
of

John McAra
Scott

REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY
FULL AND PART TIME AVAIL-

ABLE
HANNTECH, an Uxbridge business since
1985, provides commercial/industrial prop-
erty & building repairs. We are looking for
a few hard working and motivated individ-
uals to join our team.

•   Clean driver's licence
•   Detail and task oriented
•   Reliable transportation to Uxbridge 

Experience in the following would be an
asset: exterior painting • asphalt /concrete
patching • building related repairs

We offer competitive wages,excellent holi-
day & time off scheduling, and a friendly
work  atmosphere.

Please submit resumes to:  
resume@hanntech.ca 

or fax to: 905-852-0766

7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge

Admission by donation at the door

Friday,
May 12    
Linda Dempster
Vocals

A resident of Durham
Region, Linda’s concerts
are full of story-telling,
laughter and fond
reminiscence as she
presents lyrical renditions
of traditional &
contemporary folk songs &
ballads.

Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist
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SERVICES
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: When planning your summer
vacation book your home/pet care as well. Voted
#1 by Uxbridge, now in our 13th year. Heather
Stewart, call or text 905-852-8525, visit
www.home-watch.ca  for more info. Follow us on
Instagram-HomeWatchUxbridge.   5/25
BRA BUNDLE SALE. Bring a friend and buy 3
or more In-stock bras for 30% off. May only. The
Girls Bra Shop in Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!  5/25
D. J. PAVING. Cut and patch. Hot asphalt.
Paving, sealing. Free estimates. 905-904-3769.
5/25

DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing. No
deck is too small or big. Very competitive prices,
20 years’ experience, 2-year written warranty,
free estimates. For all your outside upgrades &
projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron, 416-705-9993.
5/18

INCOME TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES:
New clients welcome. Self-employed to corporate
clients, over 25 years in the field. Lynn Eldridge,
905-852-7281, eldridge_l@hotmail.com   5/18
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis
by Karen. Call for a free consultation 905-985-
9085   9/1
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in
your home. Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus,
corns. Veterans welcome. Total Comfort Care.

416-287-0673.   7/13
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca  5/25
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality
repair and sales from a local, experienced
professional. Call 416-629-6626 (ask for Kevin)
or visit www.alexandercs.com  5/25
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university. I
also work within the business community. 905-
852-1145.   6/1

FOR SALE
BABY BEARDED DRAGONS: Born between
March 1-17, 2017. Hand-raised to date, healthy,
eating well. $75 each. One per family, unless
separately caged (cage & lights not included). No
holds. Note: if you have not had a dragon before,
do your research before buying. Call 647-294-
8130 for information.   5/11

4 MOTOMASTER TOTAL TERRAIN TIRES.
M+S 205/75R15. Used one season only. Good
tread. $80. 416-802-0505.   5/18

GENERAL EVERTREK ALL SEASON TIRES
4-225/55/R17. Lots of tread left, mounted on
Saachi multi-fit rims. $150. Dave, 905-852-
8254.   5/11

Yamaha PW80 2003: Well-maintained, runs
well, very reliable bike. I have just out grown it.
Call , text or email Andrew at 905-904-1237,

acraddock@powergate.ca.   5/11

ATV - 2016 ARCTIC CAT 500. Only 184kms
on it! Loading ramps & $600 winch included.
$7,000. Call Lisa 416-677-4644.   5/11

FOR RENT
BOX STALLS and outdoor pasture board for
rent. Call for details. 416-881-2041   5/11

WANTED
SPRING CLEANING? Would you like to have
your “good stuff” picked up for free and see it
go to a “good home” vs. the landfill sites?
Consider donating to the 13th Annual Roxy Kids
In Action Good Stuff Sale. Contact Cathy Christoff
at 416-989-6963, any Roxy Kid In Action in your
neighbourhood, or email
cathy.christoff@roxytheatres.com for free pick-
up. Your support is greatly appreciated!   5/11

EVENTS
INTRO TO MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT
MEDITATION: If you have been wondering
what Mindful Meditation is about, come join us
for a day long introductory course. June 4, 11
a.m. - 4 p.m. Blue Heron Studio. To learn more
& to register: ghorner@zing-net.ca   5/25

YARD SALES
MAKE ME AN OFFER: Sat., May 13, 8 a.m. -
noon. 20 & 22 Campbell Dr., Uxbridge. All kinds
of stuff!

HUGE NEIGHBOURHOOD YARD SALE: Sat.,
May 13, 7:30 - noon. First Ave., Uxbridge. Rain
date June 3.

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
GIFT CARDS

WEDDING REGISTRY
FINANCING AVAILABLE

ISN’T IT TIME YOU

OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“When I told you my
troubles, you answered my
prayers. Now teach me your
laws.”            Psalms 119:26

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Save 20% to 30%
on Life Insurance
Call for a quote

1 289 338 0543 or 1 800 748 5306
www.agilefinancialservices.com
info@agilefinancialservices.com

Lets have a discussion
to see if you qualify?

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

Having a Yard/
Garage Sale?
Be sure to place an 

announcment in The Cosmos. 
For as little as $10 

(plus HST)! 
Call 905-852-1900, or email
thecosmos@powergate.ca.

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

416.677.4644
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