
MY PADDLE’S KEEN AND BRIGHT - Lori (back) and Claire Gardiner took to the rising waters during the Udora/Leaskdale Lions Club Annual Canoe River Run, held
last week. Sunny weather over the weekend may help lower water levels in ponds, rivers and streams in the area.           Photo by John Cavers

Bible reading to
celebrate 150

by Roger Varley

It could soon cost you more to eat in a restau-
rant, go to the movies, buy local produce or
make just about any purchase in town. Most
business owners in Uxbridge Township appear
to be more than a little concerned with the On-
tario government's plan to increase the mini-
mum wage.
The general minimum wage, now around the

$11.50-an-hour mark, is scheduled to increase
to $14 an hour on Jan. 1, 2018, with a further
increase to $15 an hour on Jan. 1, 2019.

Some business owners say that the jump will
result in increased prices to their customers
and/or a cut-back on the number of employees
they hire or, at least, a cut-back on their hours.
From Joel Van Veghel, who runs Frankie's Ris-

torante with a small number of employees, to
Pat Higgins, whose Canadian Tire store em-
ploys about 100 workers, the increase will have
a drastic effect.
As the owner of a restaurant, under provincial

regulations Mr. Van Veghel is required to pay
his servers $9.90 an hour, with a government
mandated increase to $10.10 an hour due in
October. He said being required to increase
that to $15 will severely narrow the gap be-
tween what the servers earn and what the cooks
in the kitchen earn. He said that out of fairness
he would have to also increase the wages of his
cooks. Because of the small number of staff, the
only way he can cover the additional costs will
be to raise his menu prices.

Mr. Higgins said it is too early to say how he
will handle the increase in wages but it will

"definitely have an impact." He said that, with
prices set by Canadian Tire corporate head-
quarters, "it might mean you have less people."

"It's not just the minimum wage," he said,
pointing out that the legislation also calls for
increased vacation time and paid days off for
workers. "It all adds up to a lot of money. You
just can't pull that out of a hat."
He said he worries about the effect it will have

on students, noting that last year his employees
included about 24 university students.
Mr. Higgins said the last increase in the min-

imum wage a few years ago impacted business
for a long time.
Lisa Cooper of Cooper's CSA Farm also wor-

ries about the students who work for her in the
summer and fall. She said last year she had 

...continued on page 2

The churches of Uxbridge are celebrating
Canada’s 150th birthday by hosting Procla-
mation 2017 – a reading of the Bible in its
entirety in just 11 days. Beginning next
Thursday morning (June 15) at 7 a.m. at the
Uxbridge Baptist Church, residents of
Uxbridge and beyond are welcome to come
and listen, and if so desired, to read. Every
day, from 7 a.m. through to 9 p.m., different
local churches and worship centres will host
continuous readings (on Sunday, June 18,
readings will begin at 1 p.m. to allow for
morning services). This public reading of the
Bible will conclude during the “One” service
- a giant all-churches picnic which is being
held in Elgin Park at 10 a.m.

Presented by the Uxbridge Branch of the
Canadian Bible Society, the last Proclama-
tion in Uxbridge was held in 2005. Brian
Evans, a board member with the Uxbridge
Branch of CBS, says “It’s exciting because
this is the first time that we’re all working to-
gether, moving around to different places.
People can come to sit and listen for awhile,
bring their lunch, and listen to Scripture. It
doesn’t matter if there’s two people listening
or no one listening, we will be reading.”  
The Uxbridge Branch decided to celebrate

Canada 150 with the public reading because
Canada’s constitution was formed using
many scriptural principles.

“The churches of Uxbridge are coming to-
gether to demonstrate continued commit-
ment to God’s word, to show that the word
of God still has relevance today,” says Brian.
“One of the main reasons for me for doing

this this year is because we can,” says Procla-
mation organizer Gail Blackburn. “There are
places in the world where people have to hide
their Bibles so they’re not found. We’re
lucky.” 

For a complete list of the locations of the
readings, see the cutout on page 3. If you are
interested in participating in Proclamation
2017, please contact Brian Evans or Gail
Blackburn at 905-852-3184.

Proposed minimum wage hike already causing concerns
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

3 bedroom, 3 bathroom home in sought after community of Testa 
Heights.  Renovated kitchen, walkout from kitchen to deck overlooking 
the back yard, BC Hickory hardwood flooring in Living/dining, family 
rooms. Master ensuite renovations, trim and crown moulding near 
completion. Updated main floor laundry. Direct access to basement 
from garage.  Offered for sale at $630,000. See MLS N3828200
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Wage hike, from page 1

between 12 and 15 students, ranging
from Grade 9 to fourth year univer-
sity. She said cutting her work force
is not something she wants to do, but
it is an option being considered.

Ms. Cooper was quite unequivocal

about the fact the minimum wage in-
crease will mean she has to increase
the prices of her products, and added
she might even have to cut back on
the number of different vegetables
she grows.
"Most farms see a three- to five-per-

cent increase in business each year,"

she said. "A 20-per-cent wage hike
doesn't make sense. We'll have to put
up prices and anyone who says that
won't happen has their head in the
sand. We'll get though it, but we did-
n't expect a curve ball like this.”
Even the township will be impacted.

At Monday morning's council meet-
ing, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
said the township has already re-
ceived a number of calls from local
businesses who said they would have
to lay off workers and cut back on
their support of various community
events and programs.
"I'd like the township to write a let-

ter to Premier Wynne that we don't
support this increase," she said.

Councillor Pat Molloy, head of the
finance committee, said the wage in-
crease will be "a huge issue" at the
upcoming annual general meeting of
the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario (AMO) and Uxbridge coun-
cil will be writing a letter to the pre-
mier and the AMO.

"It affects the whole province eco-
nomically," he said.

Treasurer Donna Condon said the
increase to $14 an hour on Jan. 1,
2018, represents a 20 per-cent in-
crease and the jump to $15 in 2019
will be another seven per cent.

She said the township hires dozens
of students to run a lot of programs
in the township, such as the summer
camps and Uxpool programs for chil-
dren. She said many of those pro-
grams require a specific ratio of
leaders to children, so simply cutting
the number of students hired won't
necessarily be an option.

Under current legislation, students
earn a minimum wage of $10.70,
due to rise to $10.90 in October.
"The province hasn't considered the

implications (of the proposed in-
creases)," Mr. Molloy said. "How un-
fortunate for these students. They
need these jobs."

Even some workers are concerned.
Kate Smallman, a restaurant server,
said she is worried her hours might
be cut back because of the increase.

"It's difficult to save money for my
daughter's future education," she
said. "That would make it harder."
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The Children of Olive Evans invite 
family and friends to celebrate with 
Olive Evans this special birthday.

Sunday, June 11th
Drop in between 2:00 and 4:00 pm

Party Room, Testa Heights Apartments
Reach Road, Uxbridge
Refreshments served

Greetings and Cards only please

June 14th

ON MAIN

Open House
for our

15th Anniversay
Sat., June 10, 11am - 2pm

102 Main St N, Uxbridge
905-862-0862

pethospitalonmain.com

• Free Raffle (including Jays tickets)
• Grab bags for our first 25 dog & 25 cat families
• Teddy Bear Exams and kids’ crafts
• Hospital tours
• Free lunch

Share their achievement! 
The Cosmos is offering 

15% off 
regular ad prices for all sizes 
of graduate announcements! 
Contact us today and let us

help you celebrate!
905-852-1900
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Direct: 416-433-7732
Office: 905-852-2424

Sherry
Cockburn

Sales
Representative Welcome Home to this Beautiful Starter or Retirement

Bungalow!  2 Bedrooms 1 Washroom & a Single Car Garage
on a 100’ X 100’ lot!  Thousands Spent in Upgrades! Two
Stunning Decks! Only ½ Hour From Uxbridge and Walk to
Lake Simcoe for Swimming & Boating!  Don’t Miss This
One!!  Call Sherry For More Info:  416-433-7732.

$369,900

905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com
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Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist

e 11th edition of the Oak Ridges
Moraine Adventure Relay set for this
Saturday, June 10. is unique race
engages over 400 canoeists, runners
and trail cyclists, covering 160 km of
Oak Ridges Moraine trail. Proceeds
from team entries and sponsorships
go towards improved signage, park-
ing lots, boardwalks and mainte-
nance equipment used to keep the
trail clear and safe for all users. 

irty teams of up to 15 people
each will paddle, bike and run across
the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail from
Rice Lake (north of Cobourg) to
Seneca College’s King City Campus.

is year’s race welcomes many re-
turning teams eager to better their
2016 performances, as well as many
newcomers who are taking on the
Moraine challenge for the first time. 

e key checkpoint to view racers
arriving and departing during the
relay in Uxbridge will be at the Sec-
ord Pond Parking lot, 2 km south of
Goodwood Rd. on Conc. 3, then
east on Secord Rd., between 4:30
and 5:30 p.m. on Saturday.

Donations to the Relay can be
made by visiting www.oakridges-
trai l .org/donate/pledge-racer-
moraine-adventure-relay.

ORTA Adventure Relay on, rain or shine
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Drum roll please...it is with great joy
that I announce the results of our
13th Annual Good Stuff Sale, held
on Saturday, May 27, at the Roxy.
A record $3,800 was raised for The

Jennifer Ashleigh Children’s Charity!
Thanks goes out to everyone in-

volved, from our super Roxy Kids
and their families, our hardworking
BBQer and picker-upper, Mark, and
our volunteer helper, Larry White-
lock, as well as to all of the folks in
our community who donated their
"Good Stuff" to our annual event.
And of course, thank you to all of the
purchasers of the good stuff, our bake
sale goodies, our Gum Contest
(thanks Baskin Family) and our
yummy BBQ foods. This brings our
13-year total to over $24,000 raised
through this initiative.

Please mark your calendars in the
spring of 2018 that we will be more
than happy to pick up and sell your
"Good Stuff" in our 14th Annual
Good Stuff Sale on May 26, 2018. 
“Roxy Kids in Action” has just com-

pleted its 20th year and would like to
thank Uxbridge and the surrounding
communities for making it possible
to volunteer with youth and make a
difference in so many ways.

Cathy Christoff
Roxy Kids in Action

Re: Am I Wrong? - June 1, 2017

Roger makes a good point - “use it or
lose it.” My comment has to do with
the difference between the use of
parks in Toronto and Roger’s obser-
vation of the use of parks in
Uxbridge. I used to live in the east
end of Toronto, where neighbour-
hood parks are well used, and now I
find myself on Bloor Street West
twice a week and find the same thing.
Toronto built small neighbourhood
parks above the Bloor/Danforth sub-
way line, alternating them with park-
ing lots. Every time I walk through
the sand park behind our building
there are little children with their

mothers and nannies (weather per-
mitting) having a grand time. The
toys are left in the park overnight. I
used to use one of these little parks
in the east end to take a friend con-
fined to a wheelchair out and sit for
a few minutes. This was a more adult
little park near her nursing home and
usually others were also enjoying the
park. 

A few weeks ago I walked past
Christie Pits (wish I could remember
if it was a weekend or a weekday) and
there was a tremendous amount of
activity. I even noticed a group that
had set up their croquet set. 
The difference?  Urban Uxbridge is

mainly single family homes with de-
cent sized yards. Toronto is high rises,
and houses that have been duplexed
and triplexed with postage sized back
yards. So people flock to parks - and
neighbourhood patios - in the good
weather.  Another factor is the lower
car ownership in Toronto.

I hope Uxbridge council will con-
sider saving the small parks in any
part of Uxbridge where higher den-
sity is likely to be considered.  

Sheila Pope
Uxbridge

Yes, Roger, you are right, but oh so
wrong, too. Let me clarify. 

I can only speak from my personal
observations, and believe me, I am
paying attention these days with our
parks under scrutiny. For eight years
I lived at the top of Bolton Drive in
a home backing on to that stunning
view you mentioned, long enough to
have a pretty good insight into the
use of the museum grounds and sur-
rounding green space. Every day,
dogs and walkers took advantage of
that space, as did kite fliers, kids and
adults practising soccer, baseball, and
even yoga. That being said, much of
the space those Uxbridge citizens
were making use of is currently a big
mud hole, including the site of the
dog park, a mess that was created
during the building of our over-

budget fire hall. Not particularly
inviting even on a gorgeous sunny
day.
I now live in a home backing on to

Quaker Common. I walk there every
day, rain or shine. I encounter dog
walkers, walkers, bike riders, children
and neighbours. Early one evening
last week I observed some teens play-
ing baseball in the large open space
north of the playground, and there
were children on those play struc-
tures. Three neighbours chatted on
one of the paths. In the last two
weeks the two nearby schools have
been using Quaker Common for
their track and field. It is also worth-
while noting that, given the vast
amount of rain we have received this
spring, many of our parks have not
had the opportunity to dry out.
Pushing a baby stroller through a
mushy path is not so much fun.

Call me crazy, but clean air is im-
portant. Trees and vegetation in our
parks help create the air quality we
want for our own quality of life. Let’s
not forget the array of birds that
make their home in those trees.
Quaker Common is alive with
sounds of baby birds at this time of
the year, as I’m sure are all our other
parks. Many other small creatures
make their homes in our parks too.
I’d rather those bushy-tailed grey
squirrels find a home in my park
than in my attic. 
Honestly, a walk in the park is good

for our mental health. Why on earth
are we wasting tax dollars on a park
consultant? How many benefits are
there to parks? If for no other reason
than the likelihood of property values
going down as we lose green space I
hope Uxbridge citizens care enough
to raise their voices. 
P.S.: I noticed on a beautiful sunny
day no one was using the splash
pad…maybe we should sell it?

Lorri Cobitz
Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

It only takes a couple of idiots to wreck it for everyone. No, we’re not talking
about those who voted ‘yes’ for Donald Trump, we’re talking about those
who have found it amusing to steal clothing from Chances Are, the thrift
shop in town that is run by the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary. Anyone
who has been in there lately has noticed that the curtains on the change
rooms have been taken down because people were taking clothing that is
tagged (usually the tagged items are higher end or new items that are priced
separately from the regular items in the shop) into the change rooms, remov-
ing the price tags and leaving them in the change rooms (bonehead move
#1). Then they were either wearing the clothing out of the store without pay-
ing for it, or taking it to the cash and having it run through as a regular item
from off the racks. It was happening often enough that Chances Are decided
to remove the curtains on the change rooms altogether, thereby eliminating
the opportunity for anyone to try on clothing, tagged or otherwise. Now
many patrons are upset because the curtains are gone. All because of a few
thieving idiots.
Bonehead move #2 - stealing from a thrift shop. We are appalled that anyone

has the audacity to try this in a shop that exists solely to better the local hos-
pital, a service that we are sure the aforementioned boneheads use, along with
everyone else. 
We talked to a representative from Chances Are, and they asked if we could

pass along the following: “Chances Are is aware of the inconvenience the
lack of change room curtains has caused. Please bear with us while we find a
solution to the shoplifting and sales tag removal that is occurring."

Guess what? This is going to cost Chances Are money. Not only are items
being stolen, not only is the charity store being ripped off, but now they have
to spend part of the money that is to go to the hospital on making sure that
items don’t walk out of the store. Perhaps they’ll have to pay for a security
guard to walk the tiny premises. Perhaps they’ll have to pay for locking doors
to each change room, and pay for the little colour coded hangers that identify
how many items are being taken into the locked change room. Perhaps they’ll
have to invest in those magnetic tags that can only be removed at the cash
register. All of these solutions will come at a price, and we’re the ones who
are going to pay for it. The less money the hospital receives, the less the public
receives in services.

Don’t suggest a layaway plan for those who can’t afford the higher ticket
items - Value Village doesn’t do it, and Chances Are doesn’t have the space
or resources for such a system. Don’t suggest not tagging items - brand new
clothing deserves to fetch a little more than gently used. Don’t suggest that
if someone needs it that badly, just give it to them. People don’t know what
they need or don’t need anymore; it’s all just want. They want to have, and
for whatever reason, some feel they are entitled to have, regardless of the rules
or the situation.

Volunteers put in countless hours sorting the donations, maintaining the
store, working the cash, and putting up with people who are incensed that
the curtains have come down. Cut them some slack, for heaven’s sake. And
if you’re that stuck having a change room, find someplace else to shop. Let’s
support Chances Are, support the hospital, and most of all, one another. 

Our two cents
Beating the boneheads

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
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the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
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First, full disclosure: Scott Rutledge is my
landlord. Second, that fact has no influence
on what follows.

It might or might not have escaped your
attention that we are celebrating Canada's
150th birthday day this year, with the major
focus being on July 1.
Those who were around 50 years ago will

remember what a celebration that year was.
Who can forget Bobby Gimby's toe-tapping
unofficial anthem: "Ca-na-da, one little,
two little, three Canadians, we love you . .
." If you've never heard it ,or want to hear
it again after all these years, it is available on
You Tube. Houses were lit up all year long
with Christmas lights and just about every
community in the country came up with
their own Centennial projects, small and
large. Admittedly, those were different
times, but there was a general feeling of
well-being and excitement about the coun-
try.

Nowadays, not so much.
Here in Uxbridge, a number of people

have been working hard to put together all
sorts of commemorative programs through-
out the year and Councillor Dave Barton
and Regional Councillor Jack Ballinger have
done Trojan work to make this Canada Day
as memorable as they can. But looking
around the community, one would be hard-
pressed to see much in the way of enthusi-
asm. I believe Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor
might feel the same way, since she remarked
in council on Monday that she would love
to see every property in Canada flying the
Canadian flag.
There are, however, a couple of exceptions

that I have seen. Sugar FX and MT Hangars
have window dressings to mark the occasion
and some stores have large displays of Cana-
diana merchandise. But Scott Rutledge,
owner of Rutledge Jewelers, has put together
another magical display outside his store.
Once again, he has turned the corner of
Church Street and Brock Street West into
an appealing little oasis. If you haven’t seen
it, treat yourself to a walk or a drive by - you
won’t be disappointed.

However, one should not be surprised by
Scott's floral display. All year round, he
turns that corner into a thing of beauty. As

someone who spends an inordinate amount
of time sitting on the downtown benches
watching the world go by, I never cease to
be amazed at the number of people who
stop by to take pictures of the Scott's "gar-
dens"or have their pictures taken with the
display in the background.
At his own cost, Scott had a beautiful car-

illon clock installed on the corner a few
years ago. He had hoped to persuade the
council of the day to adopt the idea and in-
stall similar clocks throughout the down-
town area, but his proposal fell on deaf ears.
This year, he has installed a flagpole with a

smart, brand new Canadian flag atop, which
is lighted from above at night time.
I couldn't say how much money it has cost

Scott over the years to install these delights,
but my guess would be that it is a consider-
able sum. And his desire to beautify the
town hasn't always been met with "official
approval." A couple of years ago, he installed
a circular rock garden around the base of the
clock but the region made him take it out.
That did not deter him: he just put in some-
thing a little less permanent but equally as
pleasing to the eye.

He later sought and obtained council ap-
proval to place metal brackets along the
Church Street side of his building to hold
flower planters and he picks up the tab for
putting them up and taking them down
every year. (As an aside - and I'm not sure
Scott will thank me for saying this - I know
that he very quietly supports a lot of causes
in town without blowing his own horn.)

If other merchants in the downtown area
put in only half the effort that Scott does, it
would go a long way to attracting more peo-
ple to spend some time there.

I'm don't know whether the flora and
plant displays have anything to do with it,
but I do notice that Scott's store is one of
the busiest in the downtown area. It's a rare
occasion to go into the store and not see
customers shopping.

It seems to me that if merchants want to
bring in customers, they have to make the
experience pleasant in more than just the
merchandise they offer - just as Scott does.
Some may call it curb appeal.
Tell me, am I wrong?

I paced slowly and quietly across the back of
the ballroom, this past Monday morning.
Keeping to myself, I was reviewing a few
thoughts about the presentation I was about to
deliver as part of the keynote to a local business
club in Burlington. Then, I tuned in to what
the person at the lectern at the front of the ball-
room was saying about the agenda that the
meeting had to go through before the keynote
speaker (that would be me) was introduced.

“We’ve got committee reports and the finan-
cial statement to table and accept,” the chair in-
dicated, “and, of course, we have to introduce
the incoming executive.”

My head suddenly snapped to attention, as I
focused on what the chair was saying. I realized
the business part of the meeting that preceded
me had a lot of content. “This is going to be a
long wait,” I said to myself. 

But then almost as quickly as I considered
some of the items the chair had just listed, the
minutes of last year’s annual general meeting
were quickly introduced. A point in the min-
utes was discussed. A delegate moved that the
minutes be accepted as read. Instantaneously,
there was a seconder. The question was called.
The minutes were passed into history and the
delegates moved to the treasurer’s report. Mo-
ments later that report was accepted as read,
seconded and passed.

And let me add, that it was all done by the
book. If Major Henry Martyn Robert himself
(the 19th century inventor of Robert’s Rules of
Order) had been present, he couldn’t have spot-
ted a single error in the meeting’s procedure.
Every “I” seemed dotted. Every “T” crossed. I
was duly impressed. Then, the committee
chairs – for membership, activity clubs, special
events and speakers’ bureau – each came for-
ward like clockwork. The moment that one fin-
ished, the next was right there to receive the
microphone and deliver a report. I don’t think
Canadian track and field relay runners could
have passed the Olympic baton more smoothly.
And before long, the chair passed the micro-
phone to the new president who introduced the
new executive and they too filed up as if the
whole meeting had been rehearsed. Suddenly
the speakers’ committee chair was on the
podium introducing me.
“Wow,” I exclaimed as I took the microphone.

“I’m going to call both Trump and Trudeau and
tell them they ought to come here to learn how
to get things done!”
Oh, did I mention that the organization I was

addressing last Monday morning was the Ap-
pleby Women’s Probus Club of Burlington? For
the uninitiated, Probus (short for PRO-fes-

sional BUS-iness), according to the club’s na-
tional website, is an association of active retirees
who join together in clubs, whose purpose is to
provide members with regular opportunities to
keep minds active, expand interests and enjoy
the fellowship of friends. The site goes on to
say Probus clubs number about 240 in Canada
with just over 34,000 active members nation-
wide. What’s interesting, having spoken to per-
haps 50 of the clubs over the past few years, I’ve
learned most Probus groups prefer to meet
men-only or women-only, with some bringing
spouses for special occasions. However, as often
as I’d been invited to deliver a presentation at
Probus meetings and been expected to wait
until after the business part of the meeting was
over, I’d never experienced such a smoothly ad-
ministered agenda in my life.
It was magnificent. But I guess I shouldn’t be

surprised. Over the years, I’ve had occasion to
attend municipal meetings where most mem-
bers were women. I’ve participated in commit-
tees where the majority were women volunteers
and just like the Probus meeting the other day,
proceedings rarely bogged down. Everybody
had her say on major issues. And generally
most attending the sessions found themselves
leaving the meeting right on schedule. As for
the business part of these things, I only have to
recall my own mother to understand her orga-
nizational deftness. She did all the bookkeeping
for my father’s freelance work. She ensured he
brought home receipts. She collated all the pa-
perwork. She made the entries in their business
ledger. And she met with their accountant each
year before tax time. She was organization per-
sonified.
The other day at the Appleby Women’s Probus

Club meeting, one member of the executive of-
fered a piece of advice for her fellow club mem-
bers. She quoted a former Ontario municipal
politician, who encouraged women to “Try
everything. Take on any and all responsibility.
Lead organizations. Lead countries … But
don’t do it alone.” It’s perhaps no surprise the
politician she quoted was none other than
Hazel McCallion, long-serving mayor of Mis-
sissauga.

As much as I delivered a keynote talk to in-
form and entertain that Probus group in
Burlington, the other day, I think I came away
just as educated about a basic rule of organizing
and administering. Have more than an equal
number of women involved to ensure that
things get done.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Want to get things done?

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

An oasis blooms again



Time flies when you’re having fun

2002 was a banner year for me. I
opened Pet Hospital on Main and
met my future husband…at the same
time. As a 1993 veterinary graduate,
I had been practicing for nine years
already in a variety of different prac-
tices.

My first job was as a mixed animal
veterinarian. Mixed animal just
means that I worked on all species of
animals. Along with family pets, I
saw farm animals, from pigs to
Percheron horses. e practice had a

large number of Mennonite farms
that we visited, and I have fond
memories from that time. I remem-
ber going out to a 2 a.m. call for a
cow that was having trouble calving.
When I arrived on the farm, a
diminutive farmer with a big black
brimmed hat on and a gas lamp in
his hand met me at the barn, took
one look at me and said, “Soooo,
they sent the girl did they?” 

He was polite, but I could tell that
he would have much preferred to see
one of the four men that I worked
alongside. About ten minutes later, I

had re-positioned the calf so that the
cow could easily give birth. From
that time on, he had no problem
with “the girl” visiting his farm.
Fast forward, and after a knee injury

while playing soccer and a classmate
looking for help to cover for his vet-
erinarian father who was battling
cancer, I decided on a career move to
work with pets only. I worked in sev-
eral practices after working for my
classmate. One practice was in St
Maarten covering for an ailing vet
while he tried to sell his practice.
Practicing in the Caribbean sounds
like a dream, but as they say, “It’s a
nice place to visit but I wouldn’t want
to live there.” e island is small and
there isn’t a lot to do, really, and in
1996 the level of care given to pets
was less than ideal. Only one of the
two facilities I worked in had an
anesthetic machine and too many of
my patients did not receive compas-
sion at home. On the upside, I be-
came expert at dealing with tropical
diseases. But the best thing about St
Maarten is the puppy I adopted
shortly after my arrival there. She
lived to be 16 and was the best dog I
have ever had (no offence to Bob, my
current canine companion whom I
love dearly).

Eventually I arrived at the time in
my career that I felt clinic ownership
was right for me. I purchased 102
Main St. N., which was a hair salon
at the time, and set about renovating
it to become my hospital. at’s how
I met Jim, my husband. He was the
contractor that did the renovations
and the rest, as they say, is history.

I have been a veterinarian for 24
years now, and Pet Hospital on Main
is celebrating its 15th anniversary
this year. I truly do feel lucky to be
in my profession and to still enjoy
being a veterinarian after all these
years. 

anks to the community of
Uxbridge and my wonderful clients
and their pets for all of their support.
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THIS WEEKEND
Fri., June 9: Pasta night, Goodwood
Hall, 5-7 p.m. Adults $12, children $6.
Pasta , salad, dessert & a drink. Supports
ongoing improvements to the Goodwood

Hall. For info call 647-467-3105.
Sat., June 10: Uxbridge Legion
Pipes and Drums 50th Anniver-
sary Open House. 1-5 p.m.,
Uxbridge Legion, 109 Franklin St. All for-
mer members, family and the public are

invited to drop by.
Sun., June 11: 150 Species Chal-
lenge. Join North Durham Nature
searching  for 150 species of flora &
fauna in the Uxbridge Countryside Pre-
serve. Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the parking
lot on the south side (back) of
Walmart/Rona to sign up.  For more in-
formation www.northdurhamnature.com
or call Derek, 905-852-5432
Sun., June 11: Epsom Public
School Celebration of History. 1 - 6
p.m. Come enjoy a day of reminiscing
your school days. Many events planned
& delicious food available.
Sun., June 11: 142nd Siloam
United Church anniversary service
& decoration day, 2:30 p.m. Guest
speaker Rev. Stephen Kern. Music by
Klose Sisters. Refreshments to follow.
Sun., June 11: Friends’ Meeting
House 208th Anniversary Service,
2:30 p.m. Guest speaker Rev. Kirby Con-
stable. For information call 905-852-
0009 or visit
uxbridgequakermeetinghouse.com
Tues., June 13: Uxbridge Loaves
& Fishes Annual General Meeting.

9:30 a.m., St. Andrews-Chalmers Presby-
terian Church. We are also looking for
volunteers to be on our board. Contact us
at uxbridgeloavesandfishes@hotmail.com
Tues., June 13: #76 Uxbridge
Cadet Corp. Annual Ceremonial
Review. Uxbridge High School. Be
seated by 6:45 p.m., starts at 7. Honors
&Awards presentations. Corp inspection
done by a high rank official from the On-
tario Regiment. All welcome.
Thurs., June 15: Uxbridge-Scott
Historical Society Annual General
Meeting. Uxbridge Legion, 7 p.m.
Guest speaker - Wynn Walters.

NEXT WEEK
Tues., June 13: Uxbridge Loaves
& Fishes Annual General Meeting.
9:30 a.m., St. Andrews-Chalmers Presby-
terian Church. We are also looking for
volunteers to be on our board. Contact us
at uxbridgeloavesandfishes@hotmail.com
Fri., June 16: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Glen Major
West. A moderate to fast pace, 10 km,
2hr., loop hike with some hills. Meet at
the parking lot on the east side of Conc.

6, 0.6 km north of Uxbridge Town Line
or 5.5 km south of Durham Rd. 21. Con-
tact: Bob Comfort 905 473 2669
Sat., June 17: Zephyr Community
Yard Sale and Ball Renunion. 8:30
- 4. Four corners of Zephyr (Third Conc.
& Zephyr Rd.) & throughout town.
Garage sale, bake sales, Bag of Books
for a Buck at Library. Zephyr United
Church - breakfast, crafts, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
For reunion, contact tpsweet2014@out-
look.com, or sheilah21@live.com.
Sun., June 17: Musicfest at
Reachview Village.10 - 11:15 a.m.
All forms of entertainment welcome. A
great venue for students of all ages who
are trying to master an instrument. For
more info please call jo 905-852-6487.

A COMPLETE “COMING UP” IS AVAIL-
ABLE AT THECOSMOS.CA. COMING
UP is a FREE community bulletin board. If
you have a community event for a charity
or non-profit organization that you’d like
us to mention (AS SPACE PERMITS),
please contact us at thecosmos@power-
gate.ca or 905-852-1900. The deadline
for our next issue is 12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

We thought of you with love today but that is nothing new
We thought about you yesterday and days before that too,
We think of you in silence, we often speak

your name
All we have are memories and your

picture in a frame
Your memory is our keepsake with

which we’ll never part
God has you in His keeping,

we have you in our hearts.

In loving memory of 

Ina Arnold
who passed away June 2, 2016

Dearly loved and
remembered always by
Glenn, Neil, Denyse &
Brenda and families

On Saturday, June 3, 2017, George 8omas Harrison
passed away in his 88th year. George was predeceased this
past March by his beloved wife Helen. He is the dear father
of Kathy (Forsyth) and her husband David Marshman, the
late 8omas Harrison and his wife Julliette Terry and the late
Keith Harrison. Loving grandfather of Nicholas, Gregory,
Gordon and Katie. George is also predeceased by his brother
Jim (Barbara). He will be fondly remembered by many
cousins, nieces and nephews.
Visitation will be held at St. Paul’s Leaksdale Presbyterian

Church, 12251 Regional Road 1, Leaskdale on Friday, June
9, 2017 beginning at 11a.m. until time of service at 1p.m. A
reception will immediately follow after which time George
will be laid to rest with Helen in Foster Memorial Cemetery.
If desired, donations in memory of George’s may be made to
St. Paul’s Leaksdale Church or the Princess Margaret Founda-
tion. For online condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca 

Harrison
George
�omas 

“You’re Off to Great 
PLACES

Today is YOUR Day
Your MOUNTAIN is Waiting
So… Get on Your WAY!”

Dr. Seuss

Ann and Kevin Mallory
of Uxbridge ON

Proudly announce
the graduation of their daughter

Mareena Margaret 
Mallory

Bachelor of Computing
(Honours) 

With Specialization in
Biomedical Computing

Queen’s University
Kingston ON
June 8, 2017

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

WE’LL BE AT ELGIN PARK ON CANADA DAY! 
CELEBRATE 150 WITH US!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

�ose we love can never be more 
than a thought apart. 

For as long as there is memory,
they will live in our hearts.

Dearly missed, loved forever.
Mom, sister Susan, brother Robert and families.

Elizabeth Joanne Maloney (née Gates)
May 3, 1964 ~ June 10, 2011

In loving memory of my beloved daughter

Pets and their People with Dr. Karen Bardecki, Pet Hospital on Main
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SERVICES
D.J. PAVING. Cut and patch. Hot asphalt. Paving,
sealing. Skid steer and mini excavator. Free estimates.
905-904-3769.   6/29
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT BRA. The
Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-
3339. An uplifting experience!  6/29

END OF LIFE CARE DOULA - non-medical
compassionate care. Wherever 'home' is, Doulas are there
to help. Grief Support Group  now available. Go to
www.seasonsendoflife.com for more information. 705-
228-8268.   6/29
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER SERVICES: PC
& Mac friendly - local & award winning - we get to you
quickly and fix your problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-
3080 or checkout www.corblimey.ca  6/29
ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES Downtown Uxbridge
& area. Bookkeeping to corporate tax & everything in
between. Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Over 27 years
experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110, eric@erickis.com
8/17
PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL: Electrolysis by Karen.
Call for a free consultation 905-985-9085   6/15
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING SERVICES:
When planning your summer vacation book your

home/pet care as well. Voted #1 by Uxbridge, now in our
13th year. Heather Stewart, call or text 905-852-8525,
visit www.home-watch.ca  for more info. Follow us on
Instagram-HomeWatchUxbridge.   6/29
REGISTERED NURSE to provide foot care in your home.
Diabetic, ingrown toe nails, callus, corns. Veterans
welcome. Total Comfort Care. 416-287-0673.   7/13
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES: Quality repair
and sales from a local, experienced professional. Call 416-
629-6626 (ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
6/29
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university. I also work

within the business community. 905-852-1145.   7/1

FOR RENT
COTTAGE FOR RENT: Haliburton Area. Located on
Kushog Lake, with clean sandy beach, 4 bdrms, 1 bath,
fully equipped with dishwasher, BBQ, satellite TV & paddle
boat. All you need to bring is your linens, food & camp fire
wood. $1,450 per week. Call or email 905-852-1106
orkj.calbert@yahoo.com.   6/15

COZY COUNTRY CABIN: 1 bedroom, modern. Private
property. No smoke, no pets. 1 occupancy.
Brooklin/Ashburn area, safe and secure. All incl.
$900/mth. 905-655-3004.   6/8

AVAILABLE AUG. 1st: 2 bedroom small country cottage,
suitable for an older couple or single person. Hydro not
included, non smoking, no pets allowed. $1,400 per
month. 647-293-0501 ask for Terri.   6/8

FOR SALE
VARIOUS: black island for condo, $400; black electric
consol fireplace, $200; 3-tier silver shelves on wheels, $75;
Hurron slow blender, $250; Ninja blender, $75. Call 905-
904-9479.   6/15

CHARCOAL MEAT SMOKER on wheeled cart. $75.
Also, Troy-Bilt rototiller, 6HP, runs well. $500. 905-640-
6815.   6/8

EVENTS
LYNN MCDONALD PRESENTS Davidson?murley
Sextet. Tues., June 20, doors open 7 p.m. All-star band
celebrates Charlie Parker’s memory, proceeds to Bird’s
daughter for medical bills! Let’s make it happen! Also, the
fabulous Pilar! Thurs., July 6. Performs a runout from Paris
& Rome, now touring Canada. Sicilian beauty will transport
you. With Michael Occhipinti & Scott Kemp. Both concerts
at Hope Church, 14480 Old Simcoe Rd, Prince Albert (Port
Perry), info 289-354-1140. Tickets sold at Eco Port, 180
Queen St., Port Perry, & at the door. Spark the Arts!   7/6

VETERANS, WIDOWS OR DEPENDENTS: Scott
Young , Provincial Service Officer will be making his semi-
annual visit on June 27, 2017. Anyone wishing an
appointment, please contact Everett Doupe at 905-985-
2022 or RCL at 905-985-8502. Leave your name, phone
# , file # or service #. Requests  MUST BE PRIOR TO Sat.,
June 10, 2017. Royal Canadian Legion, Br. 419 Everett
Doupe, Service Officer   6/8

MINDFULNESS/INSIGHT MEDITATION - A practice
to bring clarity, calm and compassion into your life.  Second
and fourth Thursdays of the month at Blue Heron Studio,
7 - 8:30 p.m. Experienced & those new to meditation
welcome. Contact us at: ghorner@zing-net.ca.   6/15

YARD SALES
HUGE MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE: Sat., June 10, 8
a.m.-2 p.m. 8155 & 8169 Conc. 6, Uxbridge. Children’s
items, Christmas decorations, furniture, clothes and more!

YARD SALE: Sat., June 10, 8  - 11 a.m., 79 Nelkydd
Lane, Uxbridge. Lots of stuff!

PAY WHAT YOU CAN GARAGE SALE: Sat., June 17,
8 a.m. - 1 p.m., 48 Ewen Drive, Uxbridge. All proceeds to
pay off student debt. Fair offers greatly appreciated.   6/8

LOST
CELL PHONE: Samsung 5 “Neo”, last seen in Canadian
Tire/Zehrs area. If found, please call 905-852-7584.6/8

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313CUSTOM
MADE WOOD

ISLAND, COUNTER
& VANITY TOPS

ISN’T IT TIME YOU OWNED A

GILLDERCROFT?

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

PROCLAMATION 2017
Readings begin Thurs., June 15,

through to Sun., June 25. 
For details, see schedule on 

Page 3 of this paper!

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

DOWNSIZING - YARD SALE
Selling a variety of new and gently used items from kitch-
en, home decor and linens, to outdoor equipment & every-
thing in between! All items are in good condition and ready 

for a new home.

Saturday, June 10
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. Rain or Shine

24 Wilson St., Uxbridge (Mill St. & Joseph area)

905-852-2222

Pearson 
Airport
flat rate 
$120
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An evening showcasing the
tradition, music, dance,
costumes of India in a

colourful program 
at the 

Thomas Foster
Memorial 
June 16

7:30 - 8:30 pm
This is the first time this
group has performed in

Uxbridge so come out and
see this very professional
and colourful program.

9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 
4km north of Uxbridge

More information 905-640-3966
or bnortheast@powergate.ca

www.fostermemorial.com

INDO CANADIAN CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF DURHAM
is presenting

200 FREE SWAG BAGS at the Welcome Tent (beside Wixan’s Bridge) * 1st 50 Ladies in line will receive VIP BAGS
* RSVP for Urban Pantry’s Ladies DINNER Special (Endless Mussels + Frites Night) & receive your swag bag at
your table * Enter to WIN DRAWS at the Welcome Centre from: Curves Uxbridge | Hair By Payola | Rutledge

Jewellers | Rolling Hills Studio| Westfalen Orthotics  |  Hilltop Equestrian  | Artistic Hair Stop & MORE! * Check out
in-store DISCOUNTS & DRAWS at Presents Presents | Rutledge Jewellers | Community Cleaning & OTHER TOP OF
BROCK BUSINESSES * Instore/Tent GIVEAWAYS: Coldwell Banker, Curves Uxbridge, Tin Cup Caffe, Polished By
Vanessa, Wooden Sticks Golf/Uxbridge App * One Night Stand TRIVIA hosted by Trailblazer Creative | Presents
Presents * Free SAMPLING of Teas/Treats/Foodie Finds:  Savon Du Bois, Heart To Heart Healing Centre, & Eat It
Forward * Décor Trends DEMO talk: Low’s Furniture 7:30 p.m. * Easy Summer Entertaining Tips at Passionate
Cook’s Essentials for Wine ‘n Cheese Parties, A Picnic In The Park or For A Pot Luck * MEET ‘N GREET Romance

Author: Jill Breugem at Blue Heron Book * DESSERT & Open Mic LIVE MUSIC at Wixan’s Bridge 
featuring Dawna Huizenga 


