
BEHOLD - A FISH - Artist and recycled metal sculptor Walter Hamm displays his version of a Lionfish at Art in the Park, which was held in Elgin Park this past week-
end. Presented by the Uxbridge & District Lions Club, Art in the Park is an annual event that features a juried art show, roving musicians, and various mediums and styles
of art, all performed and displayed throughout the park. Photo by John Cavers

Handicapped
parking symbols
to disappear 

by Roger Varley

In a deputation to council on Monday, the
owners of the former Col. Sam Sharpe home
on First Avenue said they strongly oppose des-
ignating the house as a heritage property under
the Ontario Heritage Act.
Robert Bishop and Jennifer Durkin, who have

owned the home for the last 29 years, said hav-
ing the property designated as a heritage build-
ing would place a financial burden on them.
Mr. Bishop and Ms. Durkin are seeking to

sever the lot the house sits on to allow for the
construction of two more houses. In an earlier
presentation last month, the couple had said
they would remove the sunroom attached to

the house in order to accommodate the sever-
ance, as well as make some modifications to the
house's wrap-around porch. At that time,
council received a letter from Heritage
Uxbridge urging that the house be placed on
the heritage registry, claiming it is of "major
significance and importance and worthy of
preservation." Council decided to support Her-
itage Uxbridge's recommendation.

Mr. Bishop said Monday that if the building
was so designated, he and his partner would be
forced to fix structural faults in the sunroom.
He and Ms. Durkin provided photos showing
that the house was originally built without the
sunroom or the porch. They said the porch was
added around the year 1910, when Col. Sharpe

owned the house.
Col. Sharpe recruited over 1,000 men from

the local area to form the 116th Battalion in
the First World War, most of whom were killed
in action.

"We're both heritage enthusiasts," said Ms.
Durkin, a former member of  Uxbridge's Local
Architectural Conservation Advisory Commit-
tees (LACAC), the forerunner of Heritage
Uxbridge. Mr. Bishop, a civil engineer, said he
had spent 40 years restoring old homes.
They said designating the house as a heritage

property would result in the loss of  their free-
dom and control over preservation and main-

...continued on page 3

by Roger Varley

The familiar blue rectangle with the yel-
low wheelchair symbol that is used to des-
ignate handicapped parking may soon
disappear from Uxbridge.

In a report, Chief Bylaw Officer Andre
Gratton said the township bylaw requir-
ing the painted markings on the pavement
may not be consistent with provincial reg-
ulations, which require only signs be
posted. The current by-law states that an
accessible parking spot be “hard surfaced
and be marked with the universal symbol
1.52 x1.52 metres painted with non-slip
bright blue paint with a border.”
Mr. Gratton said enforcement problems

arise when the blue and yellow patches
wear away and also create "an onerous
maintenance task."

Council accepted his recommendation
that Uxbridge's traffic bylaw be amended
to eliminate the coloured pavement
patches.

At the same time, however, council
agreed with Terry Baskin, a member of the
township's accessibility advisory commit-
tee, that the bylaw department should
have consulted with the committee before
making its report.
Mr. Baskin wrote that he was neither for

or against the proposal but noted that "we
are an advisory committee but can only
provide advice if given the opportunity."

But council did not take Mr. Baskin's
recommendation that it hold off amend-
ing the bylaw until the advisory commit-
tee has had an opportunity to review and
comment on the proposed changes.

Uxbridge home owner opposes heritage designation 
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

Raised Bungalow, 3 bedrooms, walkout from kitchen to 
private deck, partially finished basement, Attached, insulated 
2 car garage; close to 1 acre, quick closing. Located in 
Cresswell. Offered for sale at $529,900.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Heritage house, from page 1

tenance of the property, make it
more difficult to sell the property, re-
sulting in a reduction in it value, and
make them responsible for "enforced
restorations."

Although a number of councillors
expressed their support for the lot
severance, Mayor Gerri Lynn O'-
Connor said she would not make a
commitment that she would not
seek the heritage designation.
"We can designate with or without

the owner's permission," she said.
"We're going to lose our heritage if
we don't protect it."
Councillor Pam Beach agreed.
"I have no problem with severing

the lot, but I don't want to lose the
heritage," she said.
Councillor Dave Barton took issue

with the claim that the property
would decline in value.
"Preserving homes like this adds to

the value of other homes on the
street," he said.

Following the couple's presenta-
tion, council voted to refer the mat-
ter back to staff for a report.

Col. Sharpe returning to town: e
west end of Brock Street will be
closed on May 25 next year for the
official "return" of Col. Sam Sharpe.
Tish MacDonald, the prime mover

behind Uxbridge's Remembrance
Day banner program, said the road
closure is necessary for the unveiling
of Wynn Walters' statue of the First
World War hero. In a letter that was
presented to council during Mon-
day’s meeting, she asked for permis-
sion to close off Brock from Toronto
Street to Spruce Street and Spruce
Street from Brock to the railway sta-
tion.

e statue will be placed in the
small green space beside the CIBC,
where work is currently in progress
restoring the retaining wall which
collapsed a few weeks ago.

Ms. MacDonald said the closure

would need to start about 5:30 p.m.,
with the unveiling of the statue
scheduled for 7 p.m.

Ms. MacDonald told the Cosmos
she is hoping to have the Uxbridge
Legion Pipe and Drums and the On-
tario Regiment march from the sta-
tion to the site of the statue. She said
she has confirmed that Bella Nova
will be singing at the event. She also
hopes to include a historical element
to the unveiling.
"It's important to share this story of

significance," she said.
Mayor O'Connor said there might

be problems with a closure, noting
that May 24 is the start of the Victo-
ria Day weekend and that prelimi-
nary construction for the
replacement of the Brock Street cul-
vert might already have started.
Council recommended that the re-
quest be passed on to the works de-
partment for a report.

Also during Monday’s meeting, it
was learned that a Zephyr airstrip
will be charged more for work that
has already been done. Council
agreed with a recommendation from
Chief By-law Officer Andre Gratton

that the Dillon family be charged
double fees for work done already on
improving their private grass airstrip
on the family farm just west of
Zephyr.
Mr. Gratton said fill was brought in

in November last year to increase the
length of the airstrip and the town-
ship's legal counsel was of the opin-
ion that the township's site alteration
bylaws were applicable, including the
requirement that the family apply for
a permit from the township. Don-
nette Dillon had argued last month
that the federal Aeronautics Act took
precedent and no permission was
needed from the township.

e bylaw officer's report said that
since the work had commenced be-
fore the family applied for a permit,
the family should be charged double
the application fee plus double the
fee for the loads of fill already
brought in.

Councillor Pat Molloy moved that
Mr. Gratton's recommendation be
accepted and council voted in favour.

CORRECTION
In last week’s Cosmos, local guitarist Davi Aquino
was incorrectly identified as Davi Aquinas. The
Cosmos apologizes for the error.

TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the August 21
Council Meeting
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I received a call from Ward 4 Coun-
cillor on Tuesday, July 11, and he
told me that he agreed with the con-
tents of a previous Letter to the Edi-
tor I wrote (Letters to the Editor, re:
truck traffic rerouting, July 13 edi-
tion). Mr. Bryan did, however, cut
right to the chase and stated that 
“It won’t happen, it will never hap-
pen,” and did not elaborate any fur-
ther. I was a little disturbed by these
words,  but at least there was no at-
tempt to sugar-coat my request for a
by-pass on the east side of Uxbridge,
similar to the sign when approaching
Goodwood from the west, instruct-
ing truckers to use Hwy. 47 by-bass
to Lake Ridge Road.

I informed Mr. Bryan that a num-
ber of years ago, the mayor had met
with the some of the gravel pit own-
ers to request that the truck drivers
avoid going through Uxbridge. Mr.
Bryan replied that he would speak
with the mayor and regional council-
lor and get back to me in a few days
(I am aware that July and August are
vacation months and trying to reach
people can prove difficult).

I phoned the councillor and left a
message on Monday, July 31, and I
followed this up with a letter on Au-
gust 3, and left it at the township of-
fice.

On Thursday, July 27, I took it
upon myself to contact the region’s
roads and traffic departments. A staff
member informed me that the region
was testing different types of road
surface aimed at reducing tire noise.
I was also informed that the “culvert
project” was an in-house project, run
by Uxbridge, with the region helping
in other ways. I discussed the up-
coming traffic diversion on Brock St.
East and added that this would be
the ideal time to make it a permanent
by-pass of downtown Uxbridge. I
mentioned the Goodwood by-pass to
the west - why not a by-pass for
trucks coming from the east, north

or south? The regional staff member
advised me that they would give this
matter to the roads department, who
is responsible for detours and signs,
etc.

I urge the Uxbridge representatives
to follow-up on this information and
to keep residents informed. MPP
Granville Anderson should also be
involved.

It’s time for residents to be consid-
ered over monster trucks. “Let’s
Make It Happen” could be a slogan
for downtown shops and businesses,
and will help the BIA in its efforts to
rejuvenate downtown. This sign/slo-
gan could be used for other organi-
zations who wish to invigorate
Uxbridge and bring in the
visitors/tourists, and while they enjoy
the trails, they could also enjoy
downtown.
Again, I urge all Uxbridge residents

to contact their councillor.
Eric Pay
Uxbridge

Common sense and respect for
neighbours appear to be in short sup-
ply. Absence of these qualities in our
egocentric world is being felt glob-
ally, and also locally, right here in
Uxbridge. Nocturnal rowdyism, now
spreading from downtown Uxbridge
to residential areas, has been well
documented recently in the Cosmos
by Roger Varley.  And yes, Roger, you
are absolutely right to be concerned.
We should all take any increase in an-
tisocial behaviour most seriously.

Roger’s observations suggest that
many of the offenders are young peo-
ple. While this, sadly, is probably
true, I do wonder if it is possible that
young people are simply following
the “yahoo!" examples of their elders.
Summer is patio season, and may
also be a sleepless season if loud back-
yard parties intrude at unreasonable
hours.  These mostly adult gatherings
typically feature alcohol-fuelled, high

decibel banter, and wall-penetrating
music. Such disturbances  sometimes
continue throughout the evening and
into the early morning hours. Con-
fronting rowdies, either of the back-
yard or downtown variety, requires a
measure of courage. A request for
calm may be ignored, treated with
derision, and/or be the cause of
reprisals. Often, the only way to im-
pose common sense is to lodge a
noise complaint with police. This is
generally a last resort. Most people
really don’t want to have uncomfort-
able relationships with their neigh-
bours, especially where homes are
situated close together.

Exercising common sense requires
an ability to see or imagine another
person’s situation, to walk in an-
other’s shoes. A neighbour who is
being kept awake by an excessively
loud party may have to rise early and
report to work. Another might be
facing a stressful morning, perhaps
with a very difficult task to complete,
a medical procedure to endure, or
some other obligation for which a
good night’s rest is essential. Some-
one else may be coping with illness
or perhaps grief. An exhausted parent
may be trying to get a child off to
sleep. Regardless, sleep-deprived
neighbours, angered by selfish and
shameless noise intrusion, may har-
bour long lasting feelings of resent-
ment. There is no telling what may
be the consequences of sleeplessness
and exasperation.
Certainly all residents have the right

to enjoy their backyards and invite
guests to share some social time, but
that right does come with limits.
Not included is the right to impose
an intrusively noisy lifestyle, thus
preventing others from enjoying their
own properties. And if the young are
witness to such blatant disrespect in
adults, then why would we be 

...continued on page 9

Letters to the Editor

There is nothing like spending time with small children to change your
mood, your outlook, your entire attitude towards life. And although this isn’t
news to anyone, sometimes a gentle nudge of a reminder that all is not bad
is necessary to turn around a funk.
The aforementioned funk hit us last week in a big way. Summer is coming

to a quick end, and the weather has been sorely lacking in summer-ness. The
newspaper, if we’re honest, wasn’t as full and exciting as we would like it to
be, and we just didn’t feel like we were delivering our best. Over a dozen
tourists in Barcelona were killed, and Donald Trump is sadly still the POTUS.
Top all that off with a summer cold, and life just didn’t seem like it was worth
participating in. 

Thomas the Train was in town, however, and we were on the schedule to
work the entire weekend, as we had done the weekend before. Three solid
days of face painting the five-and-under crowd. This may strike panic and
terror in some, but we knew it wouldn’t be completely horrible. And it wasn’t.
In fact, it was quite the opposite. It was wonderful. It was complete bliss to
sit there and, in a quiet moment, watch little ones’ faces light up with glee
when they finally got to meet Sir Topham Hatt. It was amusing to see the
wonder and bewilderment in their eyes as they tried, from their vantage point
in a stroller, to figure out just what the heck was going on around them. The
best, however, was when a rather fearful toddler would sit through a turtle or
bumble bee being drawn on his or her face (said face more often than not
being held still by Mom or Dad), and when the big reveal was made in front
of the mirror, the fearful face broke into a delighted grin at the transformation
that had occurred. Those kinds of smiles are worth more than a million dol-
lars.
There were six face painters, and we didn’t have time to think about anything

besides trying to accommodate requests for custom colours or designs (“You’d
like a squid, you say? Let me try that.” Or, “Jupiter? You’d like me to draw
the planet Jupiter on your cheek? Um, okay.”). And that break from reality
was lovely. It was also lovely to see that almost 95 per cent of the parents who
visited us deliberately encouraged their children to say thank you. One little
boy who was hauled away during a turtle painting meltdown was even
brought back, once he’d calmed down, to say thank you to his turtle-maker.
Thank you - so simple, yet so often forgotten.
We really didn’t have any brats this year. In the previous two years, we came

away from six days of face painting with a few bratty kid stories, but this year
we had no stories to tell. In fact, during a chat with one of the volunteers
with York-Durham Heritage Railway, we were told that guests to Day Out
With Thomas seemed to be happier this year, nicer to the crew and to fellow
guests. Rather interesting, considering the times in which we live. Perhaps
it’s because all the nice adults were only at Thomas because they had small
kids. And having small kids puts you in a different zone in your head. You
can’t sweat the big stuff when you’re sweating the small (or sweating with the
small - Sunday was really hot!).
There may be some in town who thinks that Thomas doesn’t help Uxbridge

in any way; we beg to differ. That funny blue train with the perma-grin and
big eyes brings little people around. And little people bring smiles.

Our two cents
The Thomas effect

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.
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the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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Okay, quick quiz, no prizes. Are there any
camping facilities in Uxbridge? How many
kilometres of trails are there in the township:
100? 200? 300? Are there any child-friendly
restaurants in town?
Last weekend, I spent a few hours manning

the Township of Uxbridge information trailer
parked just outside the Thomas the Train
venue. I figured it wouldn't be too hard,
given that I have a reasonably good grasp on
the history of the township, the famous peo-
ple who have called it home, the landmarks,
the attractions and so on.
But I was surprised to learn something I did-

n't know before: there are no campgrounds
in Uxbridge. It was rather disconcerting to
have to tell visitors that there is nowhere for
them to stay in the township, even in a tent.
There may be a couple of bed-and-breakfasts,
but even then I have no idea where such
B&Bs are. I'm slightly embarrassed to say I
believed we had over 200 kilometres of trails.
I was right to an extent: there are actually over
300 kilometres. And when it came to kid-
friendly restaurants, I was hard-pressed to de-
termine what exactly makes a restaurant
kid-friendly. I decided it would be a restau-
rant where the menu selection included
plenty of options that would appeal to kids
but was not limited to burgers and fries. I'm
sure I will hear from members of the town's
food industry, but I could really only think
of one that fit that criterion.

But while I can rattle on at length about
Lucy Maud, Glenn Gould and Christopher
Chapman, give a good layman's talk about
the Foster Memorial, the Leaskdale manse
and the museum grounds and boast about
the townships' five theatre groups, three
weekly newspapers, numerous choirs, amaz-
ing arts community and marvelous facilities,
it was the simpler questions that caused me
to pause.

"Where's a good place to eat?"
That is a loaded question. How do I recom-

mend one restaurant over another? So I'd
draw a circle on a map showing the down-
town area and its eating establishments and a
second circle indicating the south end of
town and its food emporiums, with the in-
formation that those at the south end were
"corporate restaurants" while the ones down-
town were privately run.
"What attractions are there?"

Another loaded question. I could tell them
about the aforementioned Foster Memorial,
Leaskdale manse and museum grounds but
always had to give out the warning that the
hours of operation at these facilities were lim-
ited. Luckily, the Lions Club's Art in the Park
was running at the time and I believe I sent a
few people down to Elgin Park to take in that
event.
A surprising number of people told me they

thought Uxbridge was a lovely little town and
then asked about real estate prices and taxes.
I could only give them an honest answer:
high!

So I seemed to spend quite a bit of time
telling visitors that there was no place for
them to stay, they might have to come back
another time to take advantage of the re-
stricted hours at some of the heritage sites
and if they wanted to move to Uxbridge it
was going to be expensive.
At times I felt I was apologizing for the lack

of accommodation, the inconvenience of the
limited hours at some of the venues and the
fact visitors either had to choose between
downtown and the south end of town when
it came to dining and shopping. It's not easy
telling someone they really should pay a visit
to the remarkable Foster Memorial but it's
closed most of the time.

I cannot understand why someone hasn't
built a hotel, or at least a motel, before now.
Back in the day, when Uxbridge was a thriv-
ing railway hub, there were a few hotels in the
downtown area. The Hobby Horse Arms, for
instance, used to be the Commercial Hotel
years ago before it was moved to its present
location on Main Street North. The argu-
ment that such an establishment wouldn't
thrive here, I think, doesn't hold water. There
are enough hockey tournaments, baseball
tournaments, cycling events, late-night events
such as theatre productions, the Fantasy of
Lights and Celebration of the Arts, as well as
day-long attraction like the Fall Fair, the Scot-
tish Festival and RibFest to bring in overnight
guests.
I think the Uxbridge information trailer is a

great idea and a great way to tell people about
our community, but it seems to me it's still
going to be hard to bring visitors in if we
make it inconvenient for them.
Tell me, am I wrong?

My wife and I arrived at the downtown
Toronto hospital just in time to see the patient
we were concerned about transported from an
ambulance into the hospital Emergency ward.
Then, we saw the crowded waiting room, and
knew it was going to be a long stay. Within a
few minutes, however, the paramedics who’d
wheeled our patient in got a heads-up and we
were suddenly on the move.

“Express Six,” the paramedic said. “We’re
going to Express Six.” And right away the para-
medic team had cradled our patient onto a bed
in one of those Emergency room cubicles
where curtains give the only privacy.
About an hour before all this, Jayne and I had

come across this same woman in a downtown
Toronto parking lot. She had fallen and was
lying face-down on the pavement and in obvi-
ous distress. We had called 911 and helped the
paramedics load her onto a mobile stretcher.
There and then, we decided she would need
more than just the paramedics to get her
through a trip to the hospital; so, we volun-
teered to follow her there. What took place
around us – there in the Express Six area – felt
more like an episode of “Night Court” than it
did a modern Toronto hospital emergency
ward.
We hadn’t sat down more than a few minutes

in the waiting area, outside her cubicle, when
a guy who was quite agitated began pacing back
and forth in front of us. Clad in a T-shirt,
shorts and flip-flops, he was upset that he’d
been a while in the hallway waiting for some
test results.
“I’ve been here for an hour,” he moaned. Then

he parked himself next to a wall outlet so that
he could charge his cell phone, not to call any-
body, but to read his email, I guess.

Hospitals are places that are in motion con-
stantly. Doctors, nurses and orderlies were
rushing medical equipment, paperwork and
patients around without end. Except for one
staff person I noticed. She looked as if she were
an orderly or something. And every few min-
utes she passed us as we sat in the waiting area.
Every time she walked by, she hummed or
whistled or talked to herself. There didn’t ap-
pear to be any urgency in her step, but she al-
ways seemed to be going somewhere with a
song or thought on her lips.
About an hour after we got to the Express Six

area, a doctor visited the woman we’d escorted
there. He checked her wounds, quizzed her
about what had happened and figured out what
needed to be done. “We’ll have to stitch up

those cuts,” he decided, “and do a few X-rays.
Won’t be long.” But somehow, from the guy
we’d seen ranting about his overdue test results
in the hall, I figured that wasn’t likely true.
Leaving the cubicle, the doctor nearly tripped
over the guy with his cell phone plugged into
the wall. “You’ll have to move,” he told the guy.
“You’re blocking the hall.”

“I’ve been here three hours,” he claimed.
(Funny how one hour grew to three in a matter
of 20 minutes).
Before long, what had been a busy Emergency

entrance became a busy Express area. A woman
arrived with her mother in tow. They sat there
speaking in an Eastern European language. On
the phone the younger woman explained to an-
other family member that her mother had a
torn retina. “They’ll be operating on her
tonight,” the daughter said. “I don’t think
Mama understands.” 

Not long after, they wheeled another patient
into the area. But there was no room in any of
the cubicles, so he sat there next to us calling
his family to tell them what had happened to
him. He said he’d been in the Dufferin Mall,
but as he exited, he tripped head-first on a traf-
fic island. He’d dislocated his elbow. “What’s
amazing,” he said on the phone, “were these
people who stopped. One helped me up. An-
other called 911. I can’t believe how nice they
were.”

I guess there were a number of good Samari-
tans on duty that day in Toronto. But none ap-
parently for the guy waiting for his test results.
Even as they finally took our woman injured in
the parking lot for X-rays, he was whining,
“I’ve been here all day!”

And what happened to the woman we es-
corted to the hospital? Well, by coincidence,
she lived in Stouffville. So, later that evening,
we had reunited her with her husband at their
home. She was a little bruised and stiff, but
thanks to the able staff at the Toronto hospital,
she was well on the road to recovery. 

Why did all this affect me so deeply? I think
I recognized how fortunate we are in Uxbridge
to have as patient-friendly, accessible and most
often as efficient an Emergency service as we
do. Oh, we have our share of characters too, I
guess. But I count my lucky stars for all the
times my family and I have benefited from a
health-care facility with big-city services, and a
small-town heart.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Health care with character

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

SUPER SEASONAL SAVINGS!
SAVE 60% 
on these items
..while quantities last!

$1019ONLY
each

85-3723
Reg. $25.99

24-Can 
Collapsible Cooler

$679ONLY
each

88-0793
Reg. $16.99

Outdoor Furniture Toss
Pillows (assorted patterns)

Our Seasonal Clearance Sale is on now! SAVE up to 90% on selected end of season products!!

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Talking about Uxbridge
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Registration Fair
Wednesday, September 6 • 6:30 p   

Uxbridge Arena • Community Centre

    
     

     
    

          
      

  

 
 

      
    

      
    •  7:15 p.m.
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A special gift for your child 

when you visit
ABS Abacus Booth

September 6
Uxbridge Registration Fair

September 8, 9 & 10
Uxbridge Fall Fair, Elgin Park

(inside the Red Barn)

Uxbridge Curling Club
!
We have leagues for everyone, at all levels and all ages:
Team Entry (Adults) – Monday evenings
Drop In Fun (Adults) – Mondays & Wednesday mornings
Ladies (Adults) – Tuesday evenings
Men’s (Adults) – Thursday evenings
Mixed (Adults) – Wednesday / Friday evenings & Thursday mornings & afternoons
Little Rocks (7-12yrs) – Sunday afternoons
Bantams (13-16yrs) – Sunday afternoons

Additional registration and Free Open House
Monday October 2nd to Thursday October 5th, 2017

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
70 Franklin St., Uxbridge, Ontario

Check out our website at uxbridgecurlingclub.com or call 905.852.6862 for more information.
Hall and Ice rentals available for parties, weddings or your own curling events.

Online Registration
uxbridgecurlingclub.com

Uxbridge Curling Club
2017/2018 Season!
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ation Fair
 er 6 • 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

U    Community Centre

Discover all the Uxbridge Recreation
Department has to offer this fall.
Swimming Lessons, After School Recreation Programs,

Free Family Events and more!

Stop by the Registration Fair to speak with one of our
Recreation Staff and get your questions answered.

Call UxPool 905-852-7831

With our
Christmas Chorus!
Learn the songs of the season 

and perform with Pineridge Chorus

Start: September 18 and/or September 25, 2017
Uxbridge Music Hall  •  7:15 p.m.

Call: 416-605-7102 or 905-852-6327
www.pineridgechorusuxbridge.ca

Pineridge is a friendly Sweet Adeline
Chorus for women who like to sing.

Four free months of learning and fun!

Sing

Highland
dancing
lessons

Recreational
and 

Competitive

Ages 3
and up
Also:

Adult classes
and Boys 
classes.

JOIN OUR
TEAM!

30 Brock Street West, Uxbridge
647-528-1425

lindsayrosedance@hotmail.com
lindsayrosehighlanddancecompany.ca
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Aug. 24: The LMMSO pres-
ents "Maud's Island Dinner The-

ater." A seafood dinner paired with the
play "The Blue Castle." 7:30 p.m. His-
toric Leaskdale Church. $50. The play

only, Thurs./Fri., 7:30 p.m., & Sat./Sun.
2 p.m. $20 online, $25 at the door. For
tickets go to wwwspiritofmaud.com or
wwwlucymaudmontgomery.ca.
Fri., Aug. 25: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a fast, 2 hr, 10 km,
East and West Walker Woods loop hike
with hills. Meet at parking lot on east side
of Uxbridge Conc. 6, 2 km south of
Durham Rd. 21 at Albright Rd. Contact:
Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Fri., Aug. 25: Blood Donor Clinic.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30

p.m. Sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Uxbridge. Book your appointment online
at blood.ca.
Sat., Aug. 26: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Meet at the
roadside parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161
Sun., Aug. 27: 46th Annual Her-
itage Days. Uxbridge Historical Cen-
tre, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. All 10 buildings will
be open to visitors; antique cars, truck &

tractor show; muscial entertainment; food
and beverages; a Kids’ Zone; horse-
shoes; corn eating contest. Wynn Wal-
ters will be on site working on the Col.
Sam Sharpe sculpture. Admission by do-
nation. This is the main fundraiser for the
Uxbridge-Scott Historical Society. 
Sun., Aug. 27: Farmhouse Garden
Animal Home presents Movie
Night in the Barn. 5 - 10:30 p.m.
Bring your own chair. Tickets $15 online
only, 30 Scugog Line 12. Visit farmhouse-
gardenanimalhome.com.
Sun., Aug. 27: Glen Major Church

Summer Service. 7
p.m. “Reflections” will
provide this musical serv-
ice. 905-649-5464 for
more information.

COMING UP is a FREE
community bulletin
board. If you have a
community event for a
charity or non-profit or-
ganization that you’d
like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please
contact us at thecos-
mos@powergate.ca or
905-852-1900. The
deadline for our next
issue is 12 noon Tues-
day.

COMING UP

Uxbridge Music Hall, 16 Main St. S.

August 31
Doors open at 7:30
Performance begins at 8:00
Main Floor table seating $45.00
Balcony seating $37.00
Cash Bar
Tickets include: Live Raffle of Signed Guitar
All Proceeds from event are in support
of local minor hockey players.
Tickets: Sugar FX, Uxbridge
or www.starticketing.com



Attention ‘Boys of Winter!’ It is
time to shake the mice from your
hockey bags, scrape the rust off
your skate blades, and start think-
ing about using that equipment
again! 
We are anticipating starting again

on Sunday, September 17 for our
SOFA league. e SOFA + league
will start on Monday, September
18 and Wednesday, September 20.
Sundays games start at 7 a.m. and
8 a.m. on pad #1, and Mon./Wed.
games start at 8:15 a.m. 
Fees for Sundays will be $360-ish

and Mondays will be $250-ish.
Both fees include player insurance.
Wednesday fees will be $225-ish.
SOFA Players will be emailed early
in September by team reps for
team assignments, start times, and
actual fees.

Anyone wishing to join SOFA

(over 50 or close to it) can contact
Rob Croxall at rjcroxall@yahoo.ca.
ose wishing to join SOFA +

(over 60) can contact Gerry
Roberts at ge.roberts@gmail.com. 

Letters, from page 4

surprised to find them out at night,
exhibiting that same careless disre-
gard for others?

John Tomlinson
Uxbridge

It seems that the powers that be are
adamant about wasting tax payers
money on the proposed Dog Park.
So far, $500,000 was used to move
soil to the location, then $45,000
was given to a contractor to hydro-
seed the field a month or so ago,
even though it was not ready to be
hydro- seeded. Of course, the seed
did not grow, even though we had
perfect weather for it. And it appears
that more seed was recently dropped
on the field, which is still not ready
for seeding, which of course is con-
tinuing to cost/waste the tax payers’
money. 
Putting grass seed on a area that has

not been properly groomed for seed
will only cover up the large holes,

stones, metal rebar, sticks and other
debris. This will be a hazard for the
dogs and patrons in the future when
the park is opened. The staff and
management on this project are ob-
viously not experienced in this area,
or are not willing to do the job prop-
erly. If this was going to be a soccer
field, baseball diamond, or any other
type of area around a municipal
building, this area would be raked of
debris, smoothed out and then
seeded or sodded. Since it is literally
for the dogs, it is being underdevel-
oped before seeding, and they are
skipping the most important step
when making a nice walking area be-
fore seeding can be done. 

First step: use a tractor with a rake
attachment on the back to remove
stones, sticks, debris, etc. Second
step: use the tractor with a smooth-
ing mat or chains attached to the
back to smooth out all the imperfec-
tions on the field and remove any of
the smaller debris at the same time.
Third step: seed or sod the com-
pleted area. These are very basic steps

in the preparation and completion of
a field or area that is going to used
by the public. So far, steps one and
two have been ignored. They  made
a feeble attempt at the beginning to
remove debris by hand, but that was
only superficial. In all my years in
the business, I have never seen such
a lack of professionalism. 

Now we have a uncompleted field
that the township feels all it has to do
is seed and it will be ready for use.
This is a huge mistake. 

This whole project has caused me
much stress due to the fact I have
been in the business for 31 years and
see this as a total waste of money and
time. And a huge liability to the
township if people and their dogs get
injured.

Bob McDonald
Uxbridge
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Across
1  Look up and down
5  Diner order
8  Customer
12  Rounded end of a hammer
13  Musket's end?
14  Remove
15  Serb, Croat description
16  Curves in math
18  Policeman
20  Hindu holy man
23  Cut across
27  Trinkets
28  Spiced stew
31  Comme-ci comme-ca (2 

words)
32  Barbecue offering
33  DNA related perhaps
35  Time of arrival, for short
36  Book after Joel
38  Change back
39  Fishing pole
40  Get off a ship
42  Woodworking tools
44  Ocean current type (2 

words)
47  Rare
50  Jump around playfully
54  Big name in construction
55  Aggravate
56  "American ___"
57  Identical ____
58  Whatever
59  Whirling water

Down
1  Special ___
2  Gooey stuff
3  Grazing area
4  Concluding stanza
5  Strengthen, with "up"
6  Jeans inventor
7  Shell shape
8  About-faces
9  Perched
10  Barely manage, with "out"
11  ____pite, rest
17  Neck adornment in 

Hawaii
19  Jumper
20  Electrical unit
21  Japanese cartoon art
22  Grill grub
24  Executors
25  Prevent legally
26  Throughways
29  Bone marrow disease
30  Hostel
34  Parachute part
37  Bar room
41  Sleep clinic study
43  Eagle's home
45  Severed
46  Pitch-black
47  Month earlier
48  Contemporary
49  Special effects maker
51  Quirky
52  Trendy
53  Carry on

Happy
1st

Anniversary
to

Grant

for
Amazing

Sofa Smiles with Gerry Roberts
Do you know a 10 or 11-year old
who would love to be a Police Chief
for one whole day? e 15th Annual
Police Chief for a Day essay contest
is now open for volunteers.
Students entering into Grade 5 this

fall are invited to pick up their pen-
cils and enter the contest now by
submitting a 500-word essay entitled
“What I would do if I were Chief for
a Day.”
In the fall, the top Grade 5 finalists

from various school boards across
Durham Region will be picked up at
their schools by police cruisers and
escorted to DRPS headquarters.
ey will then read their winning es-
says to a community panel of judges,
including Chief Paul Martin, mem-
bers of the Police Services Board and
members of the Police Appreciation
Dinner and Awards Night (PADAN)
Committee.
e winner will serve as Chief for a

Day on Tuesday, October 24, 2017,

and will be a guest of honour at the
15th PADAN on October 26, 2017,
at Deer Creek in Ajax. e theme for
this year’s PADAN event is “You
Gotta Have Heart.”

All submissions must include the
name of the student submitting the
essay, as well as the name and loca-
tion of the school and school board
that the student attends (DDSB,
DCDSB, KPR, PVNC etc.).
All essays for consideration are due

on Tuesday, September 19, 2017,
and are to be submitted via email to
chiefforaday@drps.ca.

To see a promotional video about
Chief for a Day, please visit our
YouTube channel at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_
DAnAEvtFac

For more information please con-
tact Cst. Heather Wilson at 1-888-
579-1520 ext. 1740.

Chief for a Day looking for kids’ essays
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SERVICES
HOUSE CLEANING: Over the last 8 years
BEST KEPT HOMES has built a solid business of
cleaning residential homes on word of mouth
alone. Due to unexpected events, I have two
spots available. Please call Catherine at 416-
886-0558 to book an appointment for a quote.
9/7 
TN MOBILE WELDING SERVICE. Certified
pressure pipe welder looking for weekend
work. Farm equipment, trailers & anything else
around the house. 416-460-7667.   8/31
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
8/31
DOG-HAPPY - Walks, Positive Reinforcement
Training, Backyard Play, Private Home
Overnights. Insured and bonded. Call Julie at

416-735-2117. All services can be
personalized to meet your needs! Email -
julie@dog-happy.ca, Facebook at DOG-HAPPY
or Visit www.dog-happy.ca for more info!
8/31
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145.   9/7
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or big. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2-year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your outside
upgrades & projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron,
416-705-9993.  8/31
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!  8/31

END OF LIFE CARE DOULA - non-medical
compassionate care. Wherever 'home' is,
Doulas are there to help. Grief Recovery
Method now available. Call for details. 705-
228-8268.   8/31
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca  8/31

HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: When planning your summer
vacation book your home/pet care as well.
Voted #1 by Uxbridge, now in our 13th year.
Heather Stewart, call or text 905-852-8525,
visit www.home-watch.ca for more info. Follow
us on Instagram-HomeWatchUxbridge.  8/31

FOR SALE
RECLAIMED WOOD: Leaskdale barn
clearance. Joist beams & planks, $5 each.
Various lengths. Also, grey barnboard & live
edge planks. Various prices. 905-852-5005.
8/24

GARAGE SALES
HUGE GARAGE/YARD SALE: Sat., Aug.
26, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 7140 Conc. 4, north of
Durham 8. Something for everyone!

MOVING SALE: Sat. & Sun., August 26 & 27,
8 a.m. - noon. 95 Oakside Dr. Furniture, home
décor. No kid stuff.

YARD SALE: Sat., Aug. 26, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
298 Zephyr Rd., Zephyr.

FREE
PIANO: Old upright Heintzman. Holds tuning
well. Some external marks. Taker (and friends)
must move. Contact 905-852-7718.   8/24

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
MADE IN
UXBRIDGE

100 % CANADIAN
WE’RE YOUR #1

INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“Show me your love and
save me, Lord, as you
have promised.”

Psalm 119:40

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UXBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed



Quartetto Gelato, a must-see, multi-
talented, internationally renowned
quartet, will perform at the Uxbridge
Music Hall on Saturday, September
30, at 7:30 p.m., as part of this year's
Celebration of the Arts. 

Like the frozen dessert for which
the group is named, this quartet de-
livers brightness and lightness com-
bined with full-body substance in a
variety of flavours. Enjoy an evening
of classical, salon and folk music
punctuated by surprises. Envision
the sizzling energy of gypsy music
one minute and imagine yourself an

opera aficionado the next. Be in-
spired by touching medleys, and lean
back and laugh at comedic treat-
ments of familiar tunes.

Quartetto Gelato was formed 25
years ago to introduce something
new and different to the musical
stage, and this award-winning group
has certainly done that. What other
ensemble can promise everything
from a world accordion champion to
pyrotechnical solos? eir music is
heard on radio stations around the
globe, and even in outer space! Dr.
Robert irsk took two of their

recordings on his NASA flight on
board the space shuttle Columbia.
Here on earth, you may have heard
them on CBC, Classical 96.3 FM,
NPR, PRI and NUR networks, or
seen their Concert in Wine Country
DVD on PBS.
is is musical eclecticism at its

finest, and a performance that you
will remember for years to come.
Tickets are $25 and are available at
www.starticketing.com, at Sugar FX
in town, or at the door. 

To learn more about Quartetto
Gelato, visit quartettogelato.ca, and
to plan additional activities during
the Celebration of the Arts, check
out www.celebrationofthearts.ca.
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HOME OR COTTAGE
REMODELLING SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

• NAIL CARE  
• WAXING 
• MASSAGES
• SKIN CARE
• REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST AVAILABLE

Twins
NAILS & SPA

Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday Closed

307 Toronto St. S. Unit 12
Uxbridge (across from Zehrs)

www.twinsnails.ca

905-852-9009

Free
Mani+Pedi ($35*)
with Eyelash Extension
*$35 covers one of  the following services

• Pedicure & Manicure  
• Foot Reflexology Massage 
• Basic facial (45min)
• Bio Gel Refill
• French Polish Gel Manicure

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

VISIT US THIS SATURDAY AT 
“TASTE OF STOUFFVILLE”!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Passed away peacefully in her
sleep, on ;ursday, August 17,
2017, due to complications from
ongoing health issues at the
Markham Stou:ville Hospital, age 62. 

Karen was the beloved wife of Doug for
over 43 years and the much loved mother to Kristin (Stephen),
Shawn (Jessica), Jason and Ashleigh; cherished Grandma to
Andrew, Ethan, Hailey, Gavin, Harper and Finnley. Karen will
also be sadly missed by her Aunt Shirley, cousins from
Michigan and Kenessis Lake, nieces, nephews and friends. 

Her family wishes to thank the sta: at both the Uxbridge
Cottage and the Markham Stou:ville Hospitals for their care
and support. 

Cremation has taken place and a Celebration of Karen’s Life
will be held on Saturday, October 14, 2017, from 1-4 p.m. at
the Uxbridge Curling Club, 70 Toronto St., Uxbridge.
Arrangements entrusted to the Low and Low Funeral Home,
Uxbridge (905-852-3073). 

In memory of Karen, please consider a donation to the
Kidney Foundation, the Liver Foundation, the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital or the Markham Stou:ville Hospital. For
online condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca

WHITE,
Karen

WE ARE OPEN!

DIVINE SISTERS
METAPHYSICAL STORE
30A Brock St. W., Uxbridge
COME AND VISIT US AND 
EXPERIENCE A WORLD OF 

HEALING

Summer’s here!
Get your A/C

checked!
Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

Gelato - it’s not just for dessert anymore
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Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Michelle Maynard
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Kim Sharp
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com
Cell: 416-677-8709

Get a FREE
Home

Evaluation
Today with No
Obigation!!!
Call Judy

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca
Cell: 416-556-0238

2-Storey, 
4 Beds, 
5 Baths, 
5065 SF, 

4-Car Garage,
10ft Bsmt,
0.40 Acre

NE
W 

PR
ICE

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Bungalow,
2,800sq.ft.,
Campbell Dr.,
multiple

walkouts from
basement and
main floor,
backs on to
conservation
land, 3 car
garage

$1
,42
8,0
00

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Thinking Of
Moving?

Call Dale Today
For Your

Complimentary
And

Confidential
Property Market
Evaluation.

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Janet Green, Sales Representative
www.JanetGreen.ca
Cell: 905-439-1799

huge 4bdrm
stone century

farm,
98 acres,
implement
shed,

4 box stalls

FO
R
SA
LE

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.ChrisLarmer.com
Cell: 416-500-6377

I Can

Get You

Where You

Want To Be.

HOME!

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Kim Sharp, Sales Representative
www.KimSharpHomes.com

Cell: 416-428-5979

Well
maintained
and cared for
1 ½ story, 
3 bds, 2 bth
family home

$4
09
,90
0

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative
www.HouseandHomeGTA.com

Cell: 416-803-7556

Quiet court
semi
4 bed, 

2 kitchens, 
2 baths 

$7
98
, 8
00

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.com
Cell: 647-991-3276

Get a FREE
Home Value
Analysis 
with No

Obligation!

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

Cell: 905-903-7965

2-Storey, 
5 Beds, 
3 Baths

Main Floor
Family Room
Mature Quiet

Area

$7
99
,90
0

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

75 Brock Street West,
Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference

SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

905-985-8171
customerservice@compton.net

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started

or bundle your current packages.

Operated by Rogers Communications


