
A THING FOR THE FLING - Several young Highland dancers took to the Rotary Bandshell stage on Saturday during the Uxbridge Scottish Festival, held at Elgin Park. The Festival, which replaced the Highlands of Durham
Games, was well-attended by clans - and those who wished they belonged to a clan - from all over the region. Photo by John Cavers

Celebration of the Arts adding the
trails to this year’s eventsby Roger Varley

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said Monday
there are no problems with the township's ten-
dering process, despite some blips in recent
weeks.
The mayor's comment came after Karen Ryl,

facilities booking clerk, reported that painting
of the Music Hall was tendered in June  but the
lowest bidder has decided not to continue with
the bid because of "a couple of discrepancies
with the tender." She said she would like to re-
tender the project "to clear up the discrepan-
cies.”

There have been a few surprises with recent
tenders, most notably a recent bid for assessing
hazardous trees in the township. Uxbridge Tree
Service came in with a bid of just over $500,
while one of the other two bidders quoted a
price of about $14,000.

The mayor said "wildly" different bids have
been happening locally and at the regional level
for several years for various reasons. She offered
that some bidders really don't want the con-
tract but make exaggerated quotes just to stay
visible.

"There's nothing wrong with the process," she
said.

Public Works director Ben Kester said every-
thing about the Music Hall tender looked fine
to him.

"We answered all their questions at the bid
process," he said.
Also during the Monday meeting, in a report

to council, Mr. Kester said the retaining wall
on the north side of Brock Street West, be-
tween the CIBC and Wixan's Bridge, is owned
by three different entities: the CIBC, the Re-
gion of Durham and the township. The town-
ship's portion is a small section at the extreme
west end of the wall.
The wall, a portion of which recently collapsed
near the bank, is to be either replaced or re-
paired as the site is prepared for the proposed
statue of Col. Sam Sharpe. The reconstruction
has been approved by the bank and the region.

Mr. Kester said the cost to the township for
repairs to its portion will cost just over $6,100.

In answer to a question about the price, Mr.
Kester said the contractor will be using a dif-
ferent, heavier type of stone than was originally
used.  

Preparations for this year’s Uxbridge Celebra-
tion of the Arts are in high gear, with event co-
ordinators promoting participation in this
well-loved annual event. is year, the group
has added a new segment called “Trail Mix,” to
be held on September 23, starting at noon.
Imagine a unique trail walk through Elgin
Park, where all genres of the arts will be pre-
sented in a unique outdoor setting. e Trail
Mix committee, headed by Amy Peck, is look-
ing for buskers, musicians, dancers, painters,
photographers, sculptors and artists in any
other genres who would like to perform and
exhibit in the show.

“is is an event to celebrate our local talent
and trails with a busker-style showcase through
the paths of Elgin Park,” says Ms. Peck. “It will
be a great outing for the entire family and it's
free! ose who attend can bring a picnic, stroll
through the park, and experience the wealth of
talent in our community. An outdoor celebra-
tion of the arts!" 

Anyone interested in performing or display-

ing their work should send an email to
trailmixuxbridge@gmail.com.

Watch the Cosmos for more details to come
on the Celebration of the Arts, with events
running from September 9 through October
14. Meet author Mary Walsh during a Books
and Authors event, go on the popular Studio
Tour, or enjoy a short film festival at the Roxy.
e juried art show, as well as the children’s art
show, both take place at the municipal offices.
Art on the Fringe will be at the Museum, and
actor Neil Crone is bringing back his buddies
“e Yes Men” for an evening of improv. Quar-
tetto Gelato plays the Music Hall on Septem-
ber 30, and “e Life and Death of John the
Milkman” plays at the end of October. Visit
celebrationofthearts.ca for more information
on these and other Celebration events.

No tender troubles in this township
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Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms Quaker Village home on 
large private lot backing onto farmers fields.
Recently Updated appliances and furnace.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Join the Lucy Maud
Montgomery Society of
Ontario and the Marion
Abbott 0eatre Company

for a groundbreaking
production of

	e
Blue Castle
August 24 - 27

7:30 pm
Tickets $20 online
($25 at the door)

Maud's Island Dinner 
August 24

6:00 pm
$50

Historic Leaskdale Church
11850 Regional Road. 1

Leaskdale

905-862-0808
spiritofmaud.com

lucymaudmontgomery.ca
L. M. Montgomery is a trademark of

the Heirs of L. M. Montgomery Inc. and is used under the
licence of the LMMSO

by Amy Hurlburt

After over 35 years of enjoying one
of the most prominent spots on
Brock St. in the downtown core,
Uxbridge’s first Chinese restaurant
served dinner for the final time this
past Sunday. 

is development has come as a
surprise to many and has been the
source of a great deal of discussion

online, with wide-ranging specula-
tion surrounding the reason for the
close, including rent increases, retire-
ment, and the challenges associated
with non-franchised small busi-
nesses. Dragon Court proprietor
David Yu (Dave to his customers)
has been involved in the family-run
business for many years and took it
over as an adult. Although Dave
could not be reached for comment

by press time, it has allegedly been
confirmed that they simply opted
not to renew their lease this year.

Many fans on Facebook noted that
Dragon Court had played a substan-
tial role in the development of their
families over the years – from a dat-
ing spot to a special-occasion meal;
or the best dry ribs and egg rolls
north of Toronto. Margaret Sebon, a
long-time resident of Uxbridge, said

she doesn’t remember a time that
Dragon Court didn’t exist for her.
Over the years, Dave has received a
number of positive reviews for his
friendly and capable service.

e delicious food, eclectic décor,
and many memories that were made
will remain its legacy, and the town
waits in anticipation for a new busi-
ness to fill the doors of 9 Brock St.
West.

Another downtown restaurant closes its doors
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Sunday
August 13

Gates open at 7:30pm
Movie begins at 8:00pm

Elgin Park
180 Main St. S., Uxbridge

Movie Playing: Zootopia

Bring your own lawnchair & blankets

Constituency Office
1154 Kingston Road, Unit 4, Pickering  
905 839-2878

Member of Parliament

Jennifer
O’Connell

JUST A BIT OFF THE TOP - Councillor Pam Beach had an audience last Thursday as she went to Alterna Hair and Es-
thetics to have her hair cut. Ms. Beach had her long locks cut by about 10 inches, with the shorn tresses being donated
to Locks of Love, a public non-profit organization that provides hairpieces to financially disadvantaged children under
age 21 suffering from long-term medical hair loss.
She said she had let her hair grow for the last four years. With owner Tony Iuele wielding the scissors while photos were

taken during the process, the shearing took about 40 minutes to complete. Mr. Iuele helped the cause by donating his
services. The councillor said a number of people in her life have been cancer victims, so she decided to let her hair grow
"to help out a little bit. It's something I can do that's personal."
She said her hair, which reached almost to the middle of her back, hadn't been that long in 44 years of marriage.

Photos by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove
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In May of this year, a friend of mine
was taking a very pleasant walk with
her husband in the Countryside Pre-
serve. After stopping to chat with
friends, a Golden Retriever (named
Maisy, my friend thinks) with a leash
on and no human around, ran up,
jumped up on my friend, knocked
her down, and broke my friend’s
wrist completely. Since then, she has
had severe pain. her life is not fun at
all...facture clinic, unable to drive
herself, etc. Her husband has to in-
terfere with his work to drive her
places. Meal preparation now is very
difficult. Gardening, which she loves,
is now out of the question. Her sum-
mer was totally ruined just because
someone has not trained their dog.
A knee to the chest any time the dog

jumps up on the owner will stop
them very quickly. I know because
had St. Bernard dogs. This Golden
Retriever had a leash on with no
human connected to it. An apology
and perhaps a willingness to drive my
friend around to all her appoint-
ments for the summer until she can
drive might have helped.

When is this going to stop? If you
don’t know how to train a dog, then

take lessons yourself. it is not fair to
the dog, or to anyone who wants to
go on a quiet peaceful walk.
Last fall, I too was jumped upon by

a big black dog whose owner was
busy getting his bicycle up the hill
just after walking over the bridge in
the Preserve. I had just had an an-
giogram in the femoral artery. Fortu-
nately, the dog hit me heavily on the
opposite side. Had that not been the
case, I might have bled to death be-
fore emergency services could have
arrived to help. My cardiologist said
I was lucky.
I write this second part to let people

know how serious not retraining
dogs with leashes can be. Little dogs
are not as dangerous, perhaps, but do
people really have to put up with any
dogs jumping up on them?

Thank you to all dog owners who
hear and make changes.

Lyn Lewis
Uxbridge

On behalf of the Bonner Boys, I
would like to thank the community
of Uxbridge for coming out and sup-
porting another fantastic weekend of
ribs, entertainment, and friendship at

this year’s RibFest.
The Big Rig Truck Show was a hit,

and our hats go off to all the hard
work that these truck drivers and
owners put into these vehicles.
Thank you for letting the commu-
nity get up and personal to your
home on wheels. 
Thank you once again to our spon-

sors. Our events are not possible
without your support. Once again, a
special thank you to Bernie and Jeff
from Scugog Rentals, your generosity
is greatly appreciated. Thank you to
the Township of Uxbridge Parks staff
for maintaining and providing us
with a beautiful facility.
Personally, I would like to thank the

Bonner Boys and their families for
the countless hours of volunteering
they do to make this community
event possible. Your hard work has
provided so many different opportu-
nities and experiences throughout
the community and you should all be
proud.

Bob Ferguson
Bonner Boys member

Uxbridge

Letters to the Editor

We were in a local shop recently, and were asked if we were going to cover all
things Thomas the Train again when he puffs into town next weekend and
the week after that. And again, we replied that indeed, we would! This is
Thomas’ third trip to Uxbridge, and it is still one of the biggest things to
come to town during the year. The shop owner agreed, and expressed the
wistful desire for those going for train rides to come downtown, either before
or after their ride, and drop a few of their dollars. The shop owner wasn’t
sure this would happen. We don’t see how it can’t.

Let’s do the math. 21,000 (or thereabouts) tickets have been sold for rides
on the real, authentic Thomas the Tank Engine. Let’s say half those tickets
are for the under-six crowd towards whom the event is geared – 10,000.  Let’s
be harsh and say three-quarters of those people take their kids, get off the
train, get in their cars and go home. That still leaves 2,500. Two thousand
five hundred adults and children potentially wandering around downtown.
Halve that and spread it over the two weekends – around 1,250 adults with
kids in tow each weekend, needing something to eat, needing an ice cream,
a cold drink, some Advil… Even if they just happen into a shop to look
around, that’s one more person in the shop than had been in it before. Say
only 10 per cent of those 1,250 adults buy something – that’s 125 purchases,
and another 1,250 people that could very well be back in the future. Even
more, if they tell friends and family about their fabulous find. However, they
have to be made to want to come back. A few sidewalk sale signs out the
front of a couple of stores (no, we won’t go off about signs again) aren’t going
to draw them along the street and inspire them to drop their bucks.  Hope-
fully all of Uxbridge will roll out its finest and show itself off to the thousands
of visitors that are going to descend on our little town. We hope to see tonnes
of people walking the streets, and being enticed to check out everything, from
Blue Heron Books (which has a fabulous Thomas display in its windows)
right down to the Bar Café and Nexus. We know from personal experience
that hundreds of people at Thomas ask staff where the nearest bank machine
might be. They have to go to either TD or the CIBC, and that gets them
into town. And when they head out of town, they have to go by a bunch
more stores and restaurants that will love their money. 
Those of us who live and work here really ought to check the whole affair

out as well; take a wander down to the train station and see what’s going on.
It is going to be organized chaos as our beautiful historic train station becomes
the centrepiece in a transformation that will certainly capture more than little
peoples’ imaginations. We love seeing it all done up, and we’re looking for-
ward to the thrill we’ll get when we see Thomas himself puff across the tracks
at the Brock St. W. crossing – kind of like seeing a famous person, but …
not.  

If you just can’t handle all the Thomas hubbub, The Lions Club is putting
on Art in the Park again, on August 19 and 20. It’s always interesting and
amusing to wander through all the exhibitors and observe how artistic and
creative fancy can lend itself to so many wonderful creations. You don’t have
to be an “artsy type” to dig the various collections that will be on display.

If there aren’t a tonne of people from both Uxbridge and beyond crawling
all over this place, then something has gone seriously awry, and we don’t ever
have a hope of putting Uxbridge on the map of destination towns in Ontario.
Then they can just call us The Little Town That Wouldn’t. 

Our two cents
Hop aboard Thomas again

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.

“Farm to Train” is now boarding for
its second year. is unique train ride
celebrates Uxbridge’s rich history and
the York Durham Historic Railway,
as well as features locally harvested
product worked into a four-course
gourmet meal, prepared by e
Urban Pantry. Beer will be supplied
by e Second Wedge Brewing Co.  

is will be the second year for the
event, and all proceeds go to the
Loaves and Fishes Food Bank in
Uxbridge. Last year, organizers
Councillor Pamela Beach, Gloria
Eng and Elaine Leigh presented a
$7,000 cheque to the food bank.

“Farm to Train” will take place on
Saturday, September 30. Guests will
board the train in Uxbridge at 4:30
p.m., and until 10 p.m., will enjoy
fine food, live dinner music by local
musicians. “Farm to Train” utilizes
three of  York Durham’s heritage cars,
providing service to 120 people. 
Tickets are $95 before September 1;

$120 if purchased after this date.
Tickets are available at Presents, Pres-
ent, at www.farmtotrain.ca or
through snapd.at/pew4qje.com.   

Come out and be fed to help feed
others!

Charges laid after Fail to Remain
in Uxbridge
A 53-year-old male from Pefferlaw was arrested last
Thursday after he fled the scene after intentionally
striking a male victim in Uxbridge.
Police were called to Ravenshoe Road for a fail to re-

main collision involving a pedestrian. A 55-year old
Uxbridge man was struck by a vehicle driven by the
suspect. The suspect fled the scene, leaving the  man
with serious injuries. The victim was taken to a local
hospital. Investigators arrested the suspect shortly after
the incident. 
The Pefferlaw man  is charged with: Assault with a

Weapon; Dangerous Operation of a Motor Vehicle Caus-
ing Bodily Harm; Fail to Remain Cause Bodily Harm
and Aggravated Assault. The suspect was held for a bail
hearing.
Anyone with information about this incident is asked
to call Det. Collins of North Division at 1-888-579-1520
ext.2677. Anonymous information can be sent to
Durham Regional Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477
and tipsters may be eligible for a $2,000 cash reward.

Farm to Train on track for September
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Well, not deaf exactly, but I do have a hearing
impairment that requires me to wear hearing
aids in both aural receptors. I am thankful for
that: it means I can turn them off when I
want to.
These days, even sitting in my apartment, I

find I am turning them off more frequently
because of the absolute cacophony coming
from the downtown area. As I write this col-
umn on Monday afternoon, a car alarm is
sounding nearby, the third time it's blasted
away in the last 10 minutes (make that four,
five: it just went off a couple more times).
This particular alarm has been annoying me
for the past four days and nights. Whoever
owns the vehicle to which the alarm is at-
tached takes his/her own sweet time in
switching it off. Three nights ago, the alarm
sounded for a full 15 minutes before someone
turned it off.

The last few weekends - particularly Friday
and Saturday nights - rowdies have been tak-
ing over Brock Street, yelling, shouting, hol-
lering, screaming obscenities, usually between
1 a.m. and 3 a.m. Not just one or two, but
crowds. A couple of weekends ago there were
at least 20 people gathered under my apart-
ment window at 2 a.m. Last Friday night, a
group of 11 young women proved that gender
doesn't enter into the factor. They were just
as loud and obnoxious as any of the males.

I've already written about the fleets of
souped-up trucks and cars roaring through
the downtown to the extent that Brock Street
is beginning to resemble - and sound like - a
drag strip.
And today, I and my downtown neighbours

have been treated to hour after hour of listen-
ing to the beep-beep-beep of the back-up sig-
nal on a piece of construction equipment
excavating the contaminated soil at the old
Shell station site. I don't know how many
decades ago it was that legislation was passed
requiring all commercial and construction ve-
hicles to be equipped with back-up signals,
but I presume it was a good idea at the time.
But there is always the law of unintended con-
sequences and the consequence here is that
everyone within a half-mile radius has to lis-
ten to the damned things. If the alarm was
sounded for only a few seconds, I could live
with it, but when it happens on a construc-
tion site, it is a never-ending intrusion. I think
it would be a good idea to go way back to the

early days of motoring when - (you can look
it up if you don't believe me) - every car trav-
elling along the street had to have a person
walk in front carrying a red flag to warn peo-
ple that it was coming. Maybe we could have
every construction site, gravel pit or any op-
eration that has a lot of vehicles reversing
around workers hire safety personnel instead
of using the annoying back-up signal. It's not
such a cockamamie idea: road crews already
hire flagmen to keep crews safe.

If this was Markham or Ajax or any of the
dozens of other GTA municipalities that have
seen staggering growth in the form of miles
and miles of sub-divisions, I could understand
the exponential increase in the volume of
noise. But Uxbridge hasn't grown that much
over the past three decades. So why has the
volume of noise grown so much? We can all
point our fingers at the gravel trucks that
rumble through town, drowning out any con-
versation one might be having on the down-
town streets, but they are by no means the
only culprits. I can't even blame the operators
of the construction equipment, although I
think it's time someone at Queen's Park took
a look at amending the legislation.
And I'm not suggesting Uxbridge remain the

same old sleepy town it was years ago, but at
some point someone has to do something to
bring a little relief to those of us who live in
the downtown area. We have as much right
to quality of life as anyone in a subdivision.
The township has no trouble enforcing noise
restrictions at Uxbridge Shooting Sports and
Goodwood Kartway, or even preventing peo-
ple playing volleyball in an empty barn in the
country, so why can't they do something
about the racket downtown - and the people
who cause it.
If some members of council - and maybe the

bylaw department or, dare I say it, the police
- would care to spend more than five minutes
downtown, it wouldn't take them long to
hear what I'm talking about.

It seems to me the township has all the re-
sources it needs to ensure that people don't
let their grass grow too tall or have the wrong
kinds of weeds in their gardens. But at least
one can avert one's eyes if such sights disturb.
It's impossible, however, to avert your ears,
unless, like me, you can switch them off.
Tell me, am I wrong?

A few weeks ago, I read a story about the end
of an era. A man who’d come from a family-
run gourmet meat business and then had been
elected to the Ontario Legislature in 1985, was
stepping down. Monte Kwinter had served his
constituents in the riding of York Centre for 32
years, but now he was retiring. The Toronto
Star’s Robert Benzie asked the former solicitor
general about his decision to leave.
“I am proud of what we accomplished during

that time in my riding,” Kwinter told Benzie.
But then the 86-year-old MPP added some-
thing I didn’t expect when he said, “It’s time to
turn over the reins to a new generation.”

I thought about that notion for a while. I
wondered about the sort of mental tug-of-war
Kwinter might have experienced reaching his
decision. I’m sure he must have listened to po-
litical colleagues (and probably his own sub-
conscious) argue that service has no time limit.
Indeed, on top of his ministerial duties, Kwin-
ter has worked tirelessly for Jewish causes and
for constituents facing disabilities. And when,
if ever, does a commitment to community end,
unless a politician is voted out of office?
Clearly, as the oldest sitting MPP, having served
under three different premiers, there seemed no
need to step down. But suggesting it was time
“to turn over the reins” must have tugged just
as powerfully in the opposite direction. 
For as long as I have been a professional writer,

broadcaster, and author, not to mention an
adult baby boomer, I’ve heard and understood
the calls from the generations following in my
footsteps to consider stepping aside gracefully
at age 65, to let the younger generation take
over. In fact, the U.S. polling company Gallup
reported recently that the average retirement
age, 61, is the highest in a quarter century.
Studies in recent years have shown that the next
generation, whom demographers call the mil-
lennials, find themselves with plenty of educa-
tion, plenty of skill, but not many
opportunities. One survey I read concluded
that growth rates for positions in computers,
for example, favour boomers. While millennials
made up 32 per cent of computer worker posi-
tions, and boomers only 11 per cent, the
growth in salaries and opportunities favoured
boomers by 20 per cent. In other words, ac-
cording to that job category, boomers blocked
millennials from better job promotion, higher
income, and improved standard of living.

I think I prefer to look at the needs of a next
generation less from an economic perspective
and more from an ethical one. A few weeks ago,

I was invited to speak at an air force event near
the airport in London, Ont. My talk paid trib-
ute to the 100th anniversary of the Battle at
Vimy Ridge. The bigger attraction at the event
was the arrival of two Great War aircraft, Nieu-
port fighters, flown by veteran pilots Dave Wil-
son and Allan Snowie. During a ceremony
commemorating the role Billy Bishop played
flying his Nieuport over Vimy in 1917, pilot
Snowie talked about the decision to give pref-
erence to older pilots to fly the vintage Nieu-
ports over Vimy last April. He suggested it was
time for younger pilots to be in the limelight.
And he quoted Prime Minister Justin Trudeau:
“Young people aren’t just the leaders of tomor-
row,” he said. “They’re the leaders of today.”

Anyway, all this to say that I recently made a
significant decision in my professional life. A
couple of months ago, just as the winter/spring
semester wound down at Centennial College,
where I’ve been teaching journalism and broad-
casting since 1999, I decided to pay a visit to
the human resources officer at the college’s
main campus. I had phoned ahead to let him
know I would be retiring from my instructing
position as of June 30, 2017. A few weeks later,
I walked into his office – it was more like a cu-
bicle with a computer and a couple of empty
desks – where he sat me down, leaned over the
desk and greeted me.

“So, are you ready for retirement?” he asked
with a forced grin on his face. 
“You don’t know anything about me, do you,”

I said rhetorically.
He fumbled for a second, trying to find a re-

sponse, but couldn’t.
“I’ve been a freelance writer for almost 50

years,” I said. “And I’m just going back to where
I came from.” 
In retrospect, I guess what I’ve also recognized

as I’ve come to this decision, is that I’ve taught
news reporting, editorial, copy editing, inter-
viewing, law and ethics, broadcast history and
online journalism in a certain way for nearly 20
years. It makes perfect sense in a profession that
changes as quickly as the time it’s taken to write
this column, that it’s time for the next genera-
tion of journalism professors (maybe even some
from among the hundreds of young men and
women I taught) to teach the new skill set the
way they see best. 

MPP Kwinter and pilot Snowie are right. It’s
their time to lead.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Bowing to young leaders

14 Victoria Street 
Parking lot of Second Wedge Brewing Co.  

Contact us at: info@uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca
Visit our website: www.uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves,
Honey, Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables,

Maple Syrup, Fruit & More!
Buy fresh,
buy local!

Look for us every Sunday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm (until October 29)

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

Luckily, I’m deaf



by Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 
with files from Joey Ranni

It’s finally here. e popular sport
pickleball has taken up residence in
Uxbridge. e Uxbridge Pickleball
Club was recently formed, and now

meets every Wednesday at St. Paul’s
Leaskdale Church, from 9 a.m. until
2 p.m.
In order to play, however, one must
be a member of the Pickleball Asso-
ciation of Ontario, which entails a
$10 annual fee, payable online.
Wednesday morning at St. Paul’s
costs only $2. 

New to the game? Show up on a
Wednesday morning, and you will be
given a free lesson, along with an ex-
planation of the rules, etiquette and
safety practices of pickleball. Want to
get a head start? Here’s a brief run-
down: Pickleball is a game that was
invented in 1965, on Bainbridge Is-
land, not too far away from Seattle,
Washington. Congressmen Joel
Pritchard, William Bell and Barney
McCallum came home from a golf
game and found their kids bored in
the middle of summer. So they cre-
ated a game to keep the kids out of
trouble, was fun and challenging and
accessible. ey gave the kids some
tennis table paddles, they lowered the
net on their badminton court, got
some whiffle balls, and Pickleball was
born. 
Pickleball is played on a badminton

sized court with special paddles,

made out of wood or high-tech aero-
space materials. e ball is slightly
smaller than a whiffle ball, and the
net is lower so every age can play.

Rules: e ball has to bounce once
on both sides of the net before a
player is allowed to volley. ere is a
seven foot “no volley zone” on each
side, so there is no spiking. e server
alternates service courts, until he or
she faults, and whoever can score 11
points first and lead by at least two
points wins the match. 
Pickleball can be played in both sin-

gles and doubles. When serving the
ball, a player must be diagonal to his
opponent; must serve underhanded
(below waist); and the serve must
clear the no volley zone in front of
the net,landing in the diagonal serv-
ice court. 

Faults occur when the ball touches
any part of the non-volley zone on
the serve, is hit out of bounds, does
not clear the net, or is volleyed before
a bounce has occurred on each side.
Now that you know a bit about the

game, join Uxbridge’s newest sport
on Wednesday mornings in
Leaskdale. For more information,
contact club convenor Rodney Voss
at rjvoss8@gmail.com.
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THIS WEEKEND
Fri., Aug. 4: Greenbank United
Church 42nd Annual Beef BBQ.
4:30 - 7 p.m., rain or shine. Adults $20,
children 6-12, $5, under 6 are free. Mu-
sical entertainment, bring a lawn chair
and your own dishware. For tickets call
905-985-8298.
Sat., Aug. 5: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please.  Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830

2862
Sun., Aug. 6: Glen Major Church
Summer Service. 7 p.m. A musical
service featuring Freedom Bound. 905-
649-5464 for more information.

NEXT WEEK
Wed., Aug. 9: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m. Secord
Forest. This is a 3+ hr., 16+ km moderate
to fast pace “there and back” hike. Bring
snacks, a drink and lunch. Meet at Sec-
ord parking lot, 2 km south of Good-
wood Rd. on Conc. 3 and east on
Secord Rd. Contact: Malcolm Hann 905
477 7260

Sat., Aug. 12: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1
hr., 4+ km moderate pace hike; Join us
for breakfast after the hike. Meet at the
roadside parking on the west side of
Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham Rd.
21. Contact: Joan Taylor 905 477 2161

UPCOMING
Sat., Aug. 19 & Sun., Aug. 20: Art
in the Park. Elgin Park, 10 a.m. - 5
p.m. both days. Artists/artisans/crafts
people. Kids’ area, too! Sponsored by
Uxbridge & District Lions Club. For infor-
mation call 905-852-6913 or 905-852-
4227
Sat., August 19: Heritage Work-
shop: Indigo Dyeing. Uxbridge His-
torical Centre, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Silvia
Stoddart of the Stoddart Family Farm will
teach participants about intricacies of in-

digo dyeing & how to dye different types
of fibre. Materials included: 50g skein of
wool, 20” x 20” piece of 100% cotton
fabric, & a take home jar of indigo dye.
You will also use your new skills to dye
an item of your choice. Bring a natural
fibre item such as a t-shirt, scarf, or skein
of wool, etc. Bring your own lunch. Cof-
fee, tea, and water will be available.
$60/person. Contact the Centre for more
information and to register. Space is lim-
ited. To Register: 905 852 5854 or mu-
seum@town.uxbridge.on.ca. 

ONGOING
Uxbridge Historical Centre Tours.
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Wednesday to Sunday,
until September 30. See exhibit,
‘Uxbridge 150: Since Confederation’.
www.uxbridgehistoricalcentre.com,
7239 Concession 6, 905-853-5854.

Committee of Friends’ Meeting
House, Conc. 6, Uxbridge, is open to
the public the first Sunday of every
month, June - Sept., 1-4 p.m.
Seasons – The Christmas Store and
More!  Open Wednesdays 10 am – 4
pm and Thursdays 6 pm – 8 pm.  At the
Heart to Heart Healing Centre, 26 Brock
St West.  Decor, cards, unique gifts, local
artisans. Contact: Annette Forkun 905
852 4665, 905 862 9014.

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

THIS LONG WEEKEND, HEAD TO US BEFORE
HEADING TO THE COTTAGE!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

905-852-2222

Pearson 
Airport
flat rate 
$120

Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist
7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

9449 Conc. 7 (Durham 1) 4km north of Uxbridge
Admission by donation at the door

Friday,
August 4  

Now & Then
Instrumental and vocal

With over 40 years of
experience, Rick &
Larry will take you
back to the years of
easy living with oldies
that were popular
“back then.”

Dan & Sarah Moore 
and family express 

their thanks to 
everyone who 

supported them after 
Dan’s accident, and 

then after their
house fire.

Your kindness will 
always be remembered.

Uxbridge Music Hall, 16 Main St. S.

August 31
Doors open at 7:30
Performance begins at 8:00
Main Floor table seating $45.00
Balcony seating $37.00
Cash Bar
Tickets include: Live Raffle of Signed Guitar
All Proceeds from event are in support
of local minor hockey players.
Tickets: Sugar FX, Uxbridge
or www.starticketing.com

Pickleball arrives in Uxbridge
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SERVICES
DOG WALKING SERVICES WITH DOG-
HAPPY. We also offer potty breaks,
playdates, private home overnights, training &
support! Insured and bonded. Call Julie at 416-
735-2117. All services can be personalized to
meet your needs! Email julie@dog-happy.ca,
Facebook at DOG-HAPPY or visit www.dog-
happy.ca for more info!  8/31
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145.   9/7
PAINTER FOR HIRE: indoor/outdoor house
painting. Deck & gazebo painting. Reasonable
pricing, free estimate. Hourly rate or by the
job. Call 416-254-3251 for inquiries, ask for
Dave. 8/17
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence

need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or big. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2-year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your outside
upgrades & projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron,
416-705-9993.  8/31
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!  8/31

END OF LIFE CARE DOULA - non-medical
compassionate care. Wherever 'home' is,
Doulas are there to help. Grief Support Group
now available. Go to
www.seasonsendoflife.com for more
information. 705-228-8268.   8/31
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your

problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca  8/31
ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICES
Downtown Uxbridge & area. Bookkeeping to
corporate tax & everything in between.
Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Over 27 years
experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110,
eric@erickis.com   8/17
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: When planning your summer
vacation book your home/pet care as well.
Voted #1 by Uxbridge, now in our 13th year.
Heather Stewart, call or text 905-852-8525,
visit www.home-watch.ca for more info. Follow
us on Instagram-HomeWatchUxbridge.  8/31
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
8/31

HELP WANTED
SELF-STORAGE FACILITY IN
STOUFFVILLE is looking for office help for
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and occasional
on-call hours.  This is a perfect position for a
retired person or student. Email resumé to
info@townlinestorage.com.  8/3 

FOR SALE
TOP QUALITY FURNISHINGS going for
low prices. Mennonite dining room set (white
ash). Seats 8. Other quality wall units $25. By
appointment only. South of Brown Hill. Power
tools galore, $5 to $600. 905-473-9972.   8/3

WOOD: Old beams & boards from demolished
Leaskdale barn. New live edge pine & ash, 2”
thick planks, up to 11’ long. Hemlock boards,
1” thick. 905-852-5005.   8/3

HAY, FIRST CUT: liftable, alfalfa. Over
1,200 bales. Landscaper hose. For rent: 1 acre
with fenced shelter, 7 acres fenced. Stalls & rest
station optional. 905-852-7634.   8/10

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313THINK SUMMER

THINK LOCAL
THINK GILLDERCROFT

WE’RE YOUR #1
INVESTMENT

9269 
3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“I am your servant! Do for me
what you promised to those
who worship you.”

Psalm 119:37

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 
projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

PUT YOUR AD
IN THIS SPACE 
and get seen by everyone in

Uxbridge Township!

Call
905

852-1900
for details

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

HOME OR COTTAGE
REMODELLING SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 647-836-8588

The Uxbridge Cosmos
hasn’t forgotten about the 
popular Cosmos Crossword!

We have trouble fitting all the news
& info you need into 8 pages, so the
crossword has been taking a
summer holiday! It will reappear in
the next 12-page paper.



8The Uxbridge Cosmos Thursday, August 3, 2017


