
A HANDFUL OF FIRE - Jacob Bateman looks on in awe as magician Kyle Livingstone sets his hand ablaze during a ride on the Hallowe’en Train last Saturday. The York-
Durham Heritage Train is running the themed ride again this weekend, then transforming itself for the Santa Train, which begins November 25. Photo by John Cavers

ECC calls for
enviro action

by Roger Varley

Jamie Houghton, chair of the Uxbridge Youth
Centre board, made a presentation to a crowd
of seniors at the Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre last
Friday afternoon, hoping to inform the group
of what the youth centre is and how it operates,
all in anticipation of the chance that the youth
centre might be moving in alongside the sen-
iors.

However, his pitch was met with opposition
from a number of the 30 or so people in atten-
dance, along with some township staff and
councillors. The township is considering mov-
ing the youth centre to quarters in the seniors’
centre - specifically the billiard room -  when

their current home on Brock Street is torn
down to accommodate the replacement of the
Brock Street culvert.

Mr. Houghton gave the seniors an in-depth
view of the youth centre's history, its board
members and its programming. He listed a
number of "intergenerational" activities that
youth and seniors could do together.

"It's a tremendous opportunity for kids to
learn from you," he said. "The kids will benefit
greatly and, hopefully, you'll get something out
of it, too."

He said he recognized some seniors had con-
cerns about the possible move, but added:
"There's all kinds of possibilities that can come
out of this."

He said renting another storefront downtown
is "prohibitively expensive" and the seniors’
centre is the best location "given what's avail-
able."

One senior claimed that allowing the youth
into the centre would be taking one-third of
the seniors' space, adding the seniors should
have been told what was being planned ahead
of time, "not after the fact."

Mayor Gerri Lynn O'Connor said a youth
move to the seniors’ building is not a done deal.

Councillor Fred Bryan told Friday's meeting
that "this is not a comfortable meeting, but we
have to get together to talk."

...continued on page 8

by Roger Varley 

Council was told Monday there are four ways
the township can help to reduce air pollution
in Uxbridge.

In a presentation to council, former coun-
cillor Bev Northeast, now chair of the energy
conservation committee, said cutting pollu-
tion would be the way for Uxbridge to ad-
dress climate change and the move to "Go
Green."
Ms. Northeast said signs at the entrances to

the township should inform motorists that
the township is a No Idling Community.
Furthermore, four-way stop signs at intersec-
tions should be replaced with yield signs,
thereby reducing pollutants caused by stop-
ping and starting.

Lower speed limits throughout the town-
ship would also help reduce pollution, she
said. Ms. Northeast suggested lower speed
limits would also have other results, such as
discouraging gravel trucks from travelling
through the downtown area, lessening the
need for four-way stop signs and reducing
the number of speed limit signs. She said if
the township adopted a 40-kph speed limit
on all roads and posted that information on
township entrance signs, there would be no
need to have speed limit signs every few hun-
dred metres.

She also called for the construction of
smaller homes, which would lower the price
of housing and also make houses more en-
ergy efficient.
Finally, she said the township should be ed-

ucating the public about the "Go Green" ini-
tiative on its website.
Asked later about a proposal put forward to

council a few weeks ago about allowing low-
speed electric cars on township roads, Mayor
O'Connor said the proposal is still under re-
view. She added that Uxbridge applied to the
province two years ago for charging stations
for electric cars but there is no sign yet of
such charging stations coming to the town-
ship.

Seniors not keen on youth moving in
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Stunning, private acreage with a predominantly hardwood 
forest await you on this lovely property.  Located at the border 

of Uxbridge and Brock Townships. Existing foundation for a 
2200 sq ft home. Hydro.  Driveway.   See MLS N3963401. 
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tivities he is engaged in, plus his vol-
unteering efforts. He is a member of
the Roxy Kids In Action, and has
also worked with Hayden Prince on
his successful Shooting4Food fund-
raisers.

"Graham is a perfect example of
what one person can achieve," said
the mayor. "(He is) an inspiration to
all of us."

e business award was made to
Cathy Christoff, owner of the Roxy
eatre. e mayor noted the movie
house's installation of accessible
washrooms, ramps and priority seat-
ing for the disabled.

In accepting the award, Ms.
Christoff said, "It is important we al-
ways remind businesses that you
shouldn't open your doors unless
you open them to everyone."
Tackling invasive species: Derek
Connelly and Paul Laporte, repre-
senting North Durham Nature and
Uxbridge Trails, told council in a
presentation that the township needs
to take action against invasive species
of plants.

ey said Uxbridge needs to tackle
four specific plants: dog-strangling
vine, Japanese knotweed, giant hog-
weed and phragmites, such as the

European common reed.
"Defeat the worst, then get to the

others," they said.
ey said the invasive species are

overtaking native plant life to the
detriment of pollinators such as the
Monarch butterfly. Phragmites have
already been found at the Barton
Farms retention pond and at Elgin
Pond.

e men called on council to take
specific actions to tackle the prob-
lem: support invasive species aware-
ness, develop an invasive species
response team, make amendment to
the property standards bylaw and

add an an-
nual expense
for invasive
species man-
agement to
the town-
s h i p ' s
budget.

Mayor O'-
Connor said
she wanted
the men to
make the
presentation
again to the
township's
parks and
works de-
partments.
Township to
hand out
t r e a t s :
C o u n c i l
a g r e e d

Monday to join in the BIA's Trick-
or-Treat event this Saturday.

In a letter to council, Elaine Leigh
said the event will run from 1 to 3
p.m., with participating children
being given a map showing what
businesses will be handing out treats.
She requested that the township join
in and have someone hand out treats
at the township offices. Mayor Gerri
Lynn O'Connor said the library
would be a good location, or the
township might place the Uxbridge
tourism trailer downtown and hand
out candy from it.

Accessibility award winners: Mayor
O'Connor handed out two Accessi-
bility Recognition Awards at the be-
ginning of council proceedings.

e individual award went to 15-
year-old Graham Baskin. Confined
to a wheelchair most of his life, Gra-
ham was cited for the variety of ac-
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November 4 - 25
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TOWN HALL
by Roger Varley
Notes from the October 23
Council Meeting

Graham Baskin receives an Accessibility Recognition
Award from Mayor Gerri Lynn O’Connor for his vol-
unteer work in Uxbridge. Photo by Colleen Baskin



by Nancy Melcher

Josh Morrison has earned another
accolade for his Penny House
fundraising efforts - he’s been given
the  “Outstanding Youth in Philan-
thropy Award” by the Association of
Fundraising Professionals (AFP). 

Josh started with his collection of
discontinued Canadian pennies in
2013. By speaking to school assem-
blies, organizations and businesses,
walking in Santa Claus Parades, and
many other activities, he persevered,
raising money for Habitat for Hu-
manity. “Hard is not a synonym for
impossible” was his motto. His per-
sistence earned him the Ontario Jun-
ior Citizen of the Year Award in
2015. At this time last year, Josh’s
H4H “Penny House” campaign was
really gaining momentum, and the
local community embraced his ef-
forts, surpassing his ten-million
penny goal ($100,000) just before
Christmas. 
Next month Josh will again be rec-

ognized for his years of sustained
fundraising activities. e AFP has
selected Josh to receive its prestigious
“Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy

Award, and he will be recognized at
the awards banquet at the Toronto
Convention Centre on November 2. 

e Pennies4Homes Ambassador
has raised over $124,000, enough to
cover all the costs of one townhouse

at Habitat Durham’s CentreTowne
development in Oshawa. 

In their citation the AFP states,
“Josh’s determination and success is
a great example of how a philan-

thropic spirit has no age limit. is
young leader has demonstrated that
no donation is too small to make se-
rious change happen.” 

Ken Mayhew, Awards Selection
Committee chair, said, “When we
first conceived this event more than
20 years ago, our intent was to cele-
brate the best of philanthropic en-
gagement in our communities.
Today more than ever, our Commit-
tee is humbled by the commitment,
passion and selflessness of the many
distinguished nominees.”
“When I started I was 11-years old

and didn’t realize how much money
$100,000 was. I saw they were col-
lecting pennies in the ReStore and
felt that I was supposed to help out,”
Josh explained. “Now that we’ve
raised the money, I am still helping
by serving on the committee to
choose the family that will live in the
Penny House. Getting this award is
a real encouragement, especially
since I wasn't expecting it at all. I was
inspired to make a difference when I
saw a video about a young boy rais-
ing money to drill wells in Africa. I
hope that the short video they're
making about my endeavour will

have the same effect on others.” 
Any Cosmos readers wishing to con-

tribute can drop the contents of their
spare change jar at the Toronto Do-
minion Bank branch on Toronto St.
S. Take your deposit slip to the Re-
Store on Reach Street to exchange it
for a tax receipt. More info on AFP
can be found at www.afptoronto.org.
Habitat Durham’s website is
www.habitatdurham.com.
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

No time to do your own basket for the
Basketeers? The Cosmos has a basket
that will happily accept your new
donations. Drop-off at 38 Toronto St. N.
between 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

CORRECTION
In last week’s edition of the Cosmos, in the
article entitled “Uxbridge veteran receives
Legion of Honour,” the Cosmos used two
different spellings of Roy Mesure’s name.
The correct spelling is Mesure. The Cosmos
apologies for this error.

is year is all but wrapped up, but
the Uxbridge Fall Fair board has al-
ready decided next year’s Fair theme.
e 154th Uxbridge Fall Fair, to be
held in September 2018, will be en-
titled “Farm Gate To Dinner Plate.”
e Fair’s Annual General Meeting

is scheduled for Tuesday, January 16,
2018, starting at 7:30 p.m. It will be
held in the community hall at the
Uxbridge Arena. All members of the
public are invited to attend and pro-
vide both feedback on this year’s
event and input for next year’s Fair.

e inaugural “Great Uxbridge
Carrot Cake Caper” was an enor-
mous success and is an excellent ex-
ample of one Fair goer’s good idea
coming to fruition.

e Fair Board wishes to acknowl-
edge the national recognition re-
cently accorded Pat Higgins and his
Canadian Tire Store for marketing
and merchandising. Pat is one of

many longstanding generous sup-
porters of the Fair. Congratulations
to him and his Staff.

Midway enthusiasts will doubtless
be pleased to note that this year’s
provider, World’s Finest Shows Inc.,
will be returning for the 2018 Fair.
Some upgrades to the rides are cur-
rently under consideration.

ere is never a bad time to become
a volunteer, and those feeling the
urge are invited to contact Bev Har-
rison at 905-852-5877 or email
bevharrison686@yahoo.ca if you can
assist. Please address any additional
queries to secretary@uxbridgefair.ca
or visit the web site at
www.uxbridgefair.ca

Fair board announces next year’s fair theme

Penny House campaign earns prestigious award

Josh Morrison, the young man who initiated
the Penny House fundraising campaign for
Habitat for Humanity, was recently awarded
the title “Outstanding Youth in Philanthropy”
by the Association of Fundraising Professionals. 

Submitted photo.
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With reference to the Council’s dis-
cussions of the LED sign at the
southern entrance to Uxbridge, I’d
like to THANK council for installing
the sign for everyone to see. 
Prior to this sign, there was no good

way for a small organization, or a
theatre group, to advertise their event
so it was widely seen. Yes, the Cosmos
gives us the best deal they can on
print ads, but some misguided peo-
ple do not read the paper. 

There was a posting on Facebook,
which was seen by over 400 people,
according to the survey results.
When I tried to do the survey, it was
already closed. But that shows that
400 people know about the sign, and
have read it. People we would not
reach otherwise!

Yes, the messages need to be short,
so they can be read quickly – ads that
have more than three lines are too
long. Graphics that take time to load
are too long. Regardless, they are still
better than the old cloth banners that
twisted in the wind. So now that you
know people are actually reading the
sign – use it! 

Chris Musselman
Uxbridge

Since last week was Municipal
Awareness week, I thought I would
take the opportunity to respond to a
letter written by David Geene and
published in last week’s edition of the
Cosmos challenging my authority as
mayor, along with misinformation
regarding several issues.
Under the Municipal Act as mayor,

I am accountable for the actions of
Council and Council only! The
Chief Administration Officer is re-
sponsible for staff, hiring and firing
and staff performance and action.
Two very separate roles that do not
cross.

When I walked past the Treasury
Department where Mr. Geene was
standing I asked “How are you?” to

which he replied “Annoyed because I
just got my second ticket.” I replied,
“Sorry, that is not my department,”
and proceeded to speak to another
member of staff. As I left the area, I
said something along the lines that I
hope Friday the 13th would be better
for him in the hours ahead. At no
time did Mr. Geene ask to speak to
me about the ticket. If he had, I
would have directed him to the
STAFF person. As far as I knew he
was waiting in line to pay the fine.

The second point raised was the
truck traffic in the downtown core.
The Township, Region of Durham
and the industry are working to-
gether to try and find a solution that
everyone can live with.  

Council is not and cannot be held
responsible for the deterioration of
some of the buildings in the area of
Brock Street East. The absentee land-
lords are responsible. They collect
high rents and put little or nothing
back into the buildings. Again, it is
not the majority but the minority
that can destroy the look for every-
one. Absentee investors have recently
purchased four or five stores, and I
have been told that they are request-
ing high rent increases. This should
be a concern for all residents of the
municipality.  We all want to see a vi-
brant downtown core.
Council will see the new culvert de-

velopment begin late spring 2018.
Until such time as that work has
been completed there is no way to
begin the revitalization of this section
of Brock Street East. However, in
saying that, it doesn’t mean that the
planning hasn’t started. It should be
noted that it took five years of plan-
ning before the revitalization work of
Brock Street West commenced.
During this period of time regional
councillor Susan Self and I worked
very closely with the Region Works
and Finance Departments. Neither
Regional Councillor Self nor I were

sitting on council for the construc-
tion of this project. The same process
will be followed for Brock Street
East.

Council does not “induce big box
in the south end.” It is called free en-
terprise. Council does not control
what stores come to Uxbridge,
whether franchises or independent,
large or small. If the zoning permits
it then Council cannot stop it.

As far as “blocking the little guy
with paper work, fees, high taxes for
minimal services,” I can only say that
all development – retail, commercial,
industrial, residential, big or small
should pay the cost of doing busi-
ness. It should not /cannot fall on the
back of the residential taxpayers.
There are “a lot of things that drive

me nuts” also, Mr. Geene. Perhaps
the time spent writing your condem-
nation of the municipal government
system and myself as mayor would
have been better spent researching
and understanding the issues in ques-
tion. As you are a retired educator, I
would have expected a more knowl-
edgeable criticism.  

In closing, if you park in an area
posted no parking, then one has to
expect to be ticketed if the bylaw staff
go by.

Gerri Lynn O’Connor
Mayor

In your October 12th edition, Mr.
Varley created potential confusion
with regards to the matters involving
our property at 50 First Avenue
(a.k.a. “the Sam Sharpe house”).
Since this article was featured on
your front page and was presumably
read by most if not all of the recipi-
ents of your excellent local paper, we
feel compelled to try to set the record
straight. 

In regard to our severance applica-
tion, Mr. Varley failed to mention 

...continued on page 9

Letters to the Editor

This is Week 1 of our “13 Ways” series, and for this installment only, we’re
going to be combining two of the chapters. “Live in the Past” and “Reject
Everything New” seemed to us to have common elements, so we decided to
put them together and explore their shared messages.

“Live in the Past” is chapter 8 in Doug Griffiths’s book “13 Ways to Kill
Your Community.” Griffiths points out in this chapter that there are two ways
people can reveal that they live in the past. One is by holding on to the per-
ceived glory days of bygone eras. These people are nostalgic for “the good ol’
days,” and they rarely see the good in what is going on around them now.
And, as Griffiths puts it, “such people are most adept at changing the con-
versation from the search for solutions for the future to a sterile fixation on
the glory of yesterday, often a romanticized distortion of what the past was
actually like.” 
The other way people can show they live in the past, according to Griffiths,

is by harbouring grudges against past wrongdoings. These people, he says,
contain long-held anger about some injustice that occurred long ago, and
they cannot move forward until that injustice is somehow righted - an often
impossible task.

These two types of past-dwellers could also quite easily fall into the same
crowd as those who reject all things new. (“Reject Everything New” is chapter
10.) Griffiths has rather humourously given these nay-sayers various acronyms
for their affliction: you have the NIMBYs (Not In My Back Yard), the
NOPEs (Not On Planet Earth), the CAVEs (Citizens Against Virtually
Everything) and the BANANAs (Build Absolutely Nothing Anywhere Near
Anything). Finally, there’s the FEARS (Fire-up Everyone Against Reasonable
Solutions). He says they’re the worst: “Fighting FEARS is necessary if you
are to succeed, while letting FEARS take over is a sure path to failure.”
We all know that change is inevitable. But it’s necessary. Every day presents

new realities, new technologies - we have to adapt and move with them if we
want to stay in the game. As far as Uxbridge is concerned, we need to ask
ourselves, are we one of the types of people mentioned above? Do we know
people who fit any of those descriptions? What do we do when we encounter
one of these people, or a whole group of people who think the same way?
And how are their existing attitudes holding Uxbridge back from what it
could potentially do or become?

Being a newspaper, we can safely say that we have witnessed pretty much
all of the above. We know of people who long for a repeat of the success of
Spring Water Days. Just last week we witnessed a blatant case of NIMBYism.
Everyone has an opinion, and everyone is entitled to that opinion. But are
our opinions getting in the way of our success? Our individual, as well as our
collective attitude towards our past is a huge indicator of our definition of
success, and whether or not we want to achieve it. Likewise, shutting out any
and all possibilities for the future is an attitude that also indicates whatever
liklihood for success there may be. The attitude that likely leads to the most
success is the one that is willing to close the door on what is done, and open
to taking risks trying new things and ideas. Letting go of the status quo, that’s
the way our town can grow. Hey, that rhymes. A new slogan, perhaps? 

Our two cents
Stuck going backwards won’t move us forward

9,500 copies of The Cosmos are published each Thursday in the Township of
Uxbridge: 8,700 delivered by mail, 800 available in stores and boxes.

Publisher/Editor Lisha Van Nieuwenhove 905.852.1900
Advertising/Sales 905.852.1900

38 Toronto Street North, Unit One, Uxbridge Ontario L9P 1E6
e-mail:  thecosmos@powergate.ca        web site:  www.thecosmos.ca

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Opinions expressed by columnists, contributors and in letters to the editor are not necessarily
those of The Cosmos. Letters must be signed and the telephone number provided (number will not be pub-
lished). Requests that a name be withheld will be honoured only if there is a compelling reason. Errors brought
to our attention will be corrected. The Cosmos reserves the right to edit and/or refuse to publish unsolicited
material. ADVERTISING POLICY: Ad deadline is 12 noon Tuesday the week of publication. The Cosmos reserves
the right to refuse any advertisement. The Cosmos is not liable for slight changes or typographical errors in
advertisements or any other errors or omissions in advertisements.  All material herein, including advertising
design, is copyrighted, and may not be reproduced in any form without permission.
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For the last few weeks, I have been up in my old
stomping grounds, Whitehorse, pursuing what I
often did when I lived here in the 80s and early
90s - bringing a theatrical dream to life. Back then,
it was most often an established show, or some-
times a script of mine with music from long ago.
This time it's different. And it's undoubtedly the
most complex project I have ever put together.  

Any of the millions of passengers who have rid-
den the White Pass and Yukon Route - “the scenic
railway of the world” - in the 117 years since its
completion (and I know that includes many
Uxbridgers), would immediately recognize it as a
marvellous technological achievement. Indeed, the
WPYR is recognized as an International Civil En-
gineering Landmark, on a par with the Panama
Canal, the Eiffel Tower or the Golden Gate Bridge.

What the vast majority of those passengers will
not have realized, however, is that the mastermind
behind the railway’s creation was the son of poor
Irish immigrants in Ontario’s Ottawa River valley.
That he ran away from the family farm at 14 to
work on the CPR. That over the years he learned
every job on the construction line, and at only 25,
was the principal contractor on a major railway in
Washington state. That he was on the pier in Seat-
tle when the steamer Portland docked and touched
off the greatest gold rush in history. That he was
only 33 when he agreed to build an “impossible”
iron road across the White Pass into the Yukon to
serve that gold rush. That despite countless obsta-
cles large and small, presented by man and Mother
Nature, he drove the last spike at Caribou Crossing
only two years, two months and two days after lay-
ing the first track on Broadway in Skagway. And
that before his 46th birthday, he died as a result of
a shipwreck in the Inside Passage, bringing supplies
to another railway project along Alaska’s Copper
River.
The story of Michael J. Heney is intrinsically the-

atrical: a larger-than-life hero, achievements against
the odds, beating the bad guys, tragic death. And
so, more than a year ago, Yukon composer
Matthew Lien and I determined to bring that story
to life in a grand piece of musical theatre. It’s called
“Stonecliff,” after the small village of Heney’s birth
(but also after the major obstacle he faced in build-
ing the railway), and it will premiere here at the
Yukon Arts Centre on November 17, as well as
touring to Anchorage, Skagway and Dawson City. 
Creating Heney’s story for the stage was a hugely

complicated endeavour. He became known to his
men as the “Irish Prince” - his heritage was very
important to him - so the score is played on tradi-
tional Irish folk instruments, but incorporating the
ragtime and “tin pan alley” styles so intrinsic to the
time and place of the WPYR’s construction.
Matthew’s songs for the play incorporate a wide
diversity of styles. There is a lively Irish folk dance
to open the show, a driving railway workers’

theme, an original rag, a comic song for the
Klondikers as they disembark (drunk with glory
and maybe some other things) on the Seattle pier,
a piercing Celtic lament for a lost foreman along
the line, and a haunting ballad for Heney as he
contemplates his future. Some of the lyrics are sung
in Gaelic or in Tlingit (from Skagway to Carcross,
the railway traverses traditional Tlingit territory),
so experts in those languages were brought on
board for translation, and to coach the actors in
pronunciation.

Writing a play is often about deciding which fas-
cinating characters to include, and which to leave
out. As it is, “Stonecliff ” has more than 40 speak-
ing roles, played by only 10 actors, who change
personas as often as they do costumes.
Writing a historical play also requires hours of re-

search, making sure, for example, that the details
of railway construction in the dialogue and lyrics
are true to the period, and to that particular proj-
ect, and finding a balance between enough railway
lingo to make the show interesting and authentic,
but not so much as to lose the audience.
Theatrical success also lies in finding the right col-

laborators to make the costumes and props, to cre-
ate the dances which will keep the stage alive, and
to design the projections which will create con-
vincing environments for the actors to work in.
Musical theatre is the art form with the broadest
variety of artists combining their creative visions,
making it both extremely challenging, and very
satisfying when it comes together. 

Some of the "Stonecliff" team are from my new
home in the Ottawa Valley. But most of them are
from the Yukon. It’s been more than two decades
since I directed a show here, so when I flew up in
May to conduct auditions, I had no idea what to
expect, especially since the play requires so many
men, and men are usually scarce in community
theatre. But I was delighted at the turnout, as I was
when the Yukon corporate community also gave
strong support. Rehearsals have been going well,
and I expect a grand success.

Before I sign off, I must not forget a very special
group of supporters who have been instrumental
in getting this project off the ground. They're not
from the Yukon, or from Heney's Ottawa Valley
homeland. A lot of them haven't even been in-
volved in theatre before. But all of them are cher-
ished Uxbridge friends, who have stood by me as
I've tilted at windmills before, and despite that,
have chosen to do so again. So to Dave Jones,
Frank Chown, Randy Hickey, George and Barb
Pratt, Lynn and Jerry Gaetz, Glen Chapman, Eli-
nor Cole, Barb Murphy, Carol Guinane and most
of all, to my dear Lisa, thank you for helping me
chase this dream.

And I hope all of you get an opportunity to see
"Stonecliff" someday. Take my word, it's a won-
derful show.

The young man was showing off in front of
some of his buddies. The conversation shifted
from small talk to basketball – one of his
favourites – and then to some of the women
in his college class. At the time, I was one of
his instructors, and he didn’t know I could hear
pretty much everything he was saying.
“Oh, you know what they say about women,”

he joked. “They’re like city buses. If you miss
one, there’ll be another along in a minute.”

There was some uncomfortable laughter
among some of the other young men nearby.
The women who heard his remark stood in
stunned silence. Not one of them even moved.
But I did. I walked from behind an office di-
vider where I’d overheard the comment. As
their instructor, I had some authority. But
more important, as a man offended by what
someone of my gender had said, I wasn’t about
to let it pass. I calmly but firmly asked the
young man to stop in his tracks. Everybody
stopped. 

“I want you to face the women who heard
what you just said,” I told him. “And I want
you to apologize to each one of them person-
ally.”

He smiled, trying to dismiss my scolding. I
didn’t smile and repeated my request. Then, I
asked him to sit with me to explain his com-
ment. He couldn’t, except to say, “It was just a
joke.” Well, for me, that wasn’t good enough.
I suggested to him it was not a joke. It was not
funny. It was not acceptable. I’m sure as he left
our conversation, he hated my interfering. He
hated my exposing him that way. And, well, he
probably just hated me. But I think that was a
trade-off I was prepared to accept. I think that’s
the elephant in the room in relations between
the sexes. Not enough men realize these are un-
acceptable attitudes. Even fewer are prepared
to do anything about it. I think it’s time to
teach our sons otherwise.
I’ve been both depressed and heartened by
events surrounding the allegations of sexual ha-
rassment and assault by Hollywood movie pro-
ducer Harvey Weinstein over the past few
weeks. Depressed because I was appalled a man
in 2017 could inflict such pain and suffering
on women in his employ. Heartened, because
Alyssa Milano supported the “Me Too” Twitter
campaign last week, publicly accusing Wein-
stein of behaviour ranging from verbal assault
to rape. None of the allegations against Wein-
stein has been proven in court. But even if only
one of the apparently 50 women who’ve now

made such claims can prove it, what does that
say about ethics in the workplace? What does
that say about men in power? What does that
say about civilized society? 
I know what my mother would have told me,

if I had exhibited such behaviour. In fact, I’ll
show you. Back when we reached our senior
years in high school, when I was 16 or 17, the
young men in my crowd thought we pretty
much ruled the roost. We – the Grade 12 and
13 guys – felt we should determine who would
run for office on school council. We figured
the men had the right to determine who (i.e.
which men) would run the extracurricular ac-
tivities. We even denied the girls in our social
circles a say in determining what sports would
get the greatest attention and what entertain-
ment would be booked. Why did my mother
get involved? Because we held the male-only
meetings at my house.

“Pardon me for intruding,” she said, having
overheard one our unilateral decision-making
sessions, “but where are the women’s voices in
all this?”
We didn’t have an answer. And then she used

a tried-and-true illustration.
“What would you think if the girls had ex-

cluded you?” she asked.
Touché! Now I’m not suggesting for a mo-

ment that any one parent’s teachings will solve
the twisted behaviour we’ve seen exposed in
show business, corporate boardrooms or even
the White House. But instead of waiting for
somebody else to change things, I think it’s
time women, but most especially men, stopped
letting other men get away with actions, antics
and attitudes they claim are “just a joke.” That
doesn’t cut it anymore. Let’s teach our sons.
What’s one man’s harmless joke is a woman’s
lost job, demeaned self-worth and/or human
dignity. And there’s plenty enough of that else-
where in the world for it to be allowed here.

I was never really sure if the young man I
caught making the off-handed, off-colour and
clearly sexist remark, really got the point of my
reprimand on campus. But I can tell you that
he was a lot more careful with what he consid-
ered jokes when I was around. And that’s too
bad. It’s kind of like slowing your car down on
the highway only when we see a police cruiser.
If we don’t do the right thing when nobody’s
looking, what good is doing it only when they
are?

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Teach our sons

14 Victoria Street 
Parking lot of Second Wedge Brewing Co.  

Contact us at: info@uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca
Visit our website: www.uxbridgefarmersmarket.ca

Crafts, Baked Goods, Artisans, Preserves,
Honey, Frozen Meat, Plants, Vegetables,

Maple Syrup, Fruit & More!
Buy fresh,
buy local!

Look for us every Sunday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm (until October 29)

Wandering the Cosmos
column by Conrad Boyce

Stonecliff



Change is in the air

Adapting to change is challeng-
ing. As a result, people often try
to ignore, resist and deny that
anything has changed for as long
as they can. But the world is
about change, it always has been,
and few things are more constant
than change. at old adage,
“e more things change, the
more they stay the same,” is sim-
ply a mantra used by people to
justify why they refuse to adapt to
change. What they are saying is,
“e more things change, the
more nothing has changed, so
don’t change yourself or anything
you are doing.” In reality, the
more things change, the more
these people change, and you
must too. It’s just that simple.
If you are going to be successful

in your business, your organiza-
tion, your community, or in life,
you have got to be able to adapt
to change. I remember reading a
quote from a man who was ap-
parently trying to climb the
largest peak on each of the seven
continents. On one of the peaks,

he had an accident that led to the
amputation of both of his legs.
Everyone presumed his enterprise
was over. Within a couple of
years, however, he was being in-
terviewed after having come
down from the last of seven peaks
that he had climbed as an am-
putee. As the story goes, when
asked how he was able to do it, he
remarked, “I just realized that it
was not the strongest of the
species that survives, or even the
smartest. e one that survives is
the one most able to adapt to
change.”

It turns out the story is fiction,
and though the quote has been
attributed to Clarence Darrow
and to Charles Darwin, it most
likely originated with a professor
named Leon Megginson, speak-
ing at a convention in 1963. Re-
gardless, the truth of those words
is no less powerful. Many people,
and organizations and businesses,
try to hang on to what they had,
or the way things were, in an at-
tempt to maintain some sort of
dreamy status quo. ey close
their eyes to the change they

should be witness to, and as a re-
sult their present becomes the
past. e longer they hold onto
that past, the harder it is to adapt
to their new reality and to antici-
pate and prepare for the future.
e harder it becomes to adapt to
the change, the tighter they hold
on to the old fiction, and the
tighter they hold on to the old fic-
tion, the harder it becomes to
adapt and prepare for new
changes. It is a vicious cycle that
many people, businesses, and or-
ganizations become entangled in,
and it leads to their failure.
e world around us is always in

flux. We can observe it, internal-
ize it, respond to it, adapt to it,
make it part of us, and capitalize
on it…or we can deny it is hap-
pening. e former means work
because it means changing our-
selves to meet a new reality and a
world of new opportunities. e
latter takes just as much work,
but it means you can remain
comfortably in the past until your
business or community or organ-
ization join you there.

Change is hard to adapt to, but
for the success of yourself, your
business, your organization, or
your community adapting to
change is a matter of survival.

“13 Ways to Kill Your Community”
is available for purchase at the Cos-
mos office at 38 Toronto St. N. for
$27.50, tax incl. You can also pur-
chase it online at amazon.ca 
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Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 170

Poppy Fund
Financial Report

For Year Ending September 30, 2017

Poppy Trust Funds as at October 1, 2016  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27,981.00

REVENUE:
2016 Poppy Campaign  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 35,634.33
TOTAL REVENUE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 63,615.33

EXPENSES:
Advertising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$887.05    
Cost of Wreaths & Poppies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,946.70
Promotional Materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,490.89
Youth Education Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$822.67 
Grants – Veterans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,078.99
Donations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36,751.42
Misc. Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$0.00
TOTAL EXPENSES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$45,978.66

Poppy Trust Funds as at September 30, 2017  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,636.67

Balance Sheet as at September 30, 2017 . . . . . . . . . .$17,636.67

November 4         Remembrance Banquet at the Uxbridge Legion - 5:30 p.m.      

November 5         Remembrance Service at ReachView Village - 1 p.m.  

November 10       Remembrance Services: 
                          Butternut Manor - 1:15 p.m.
                          Bruins Hockey Game - 7 p.m.
                          Uxbridge Arena 

November 11       Remembrance Parade - 10:30 a.m. 
                          Starting at the Uxbridge Music Hall, followed by a service 
                          at the Cenotaph 

YOUR CAREER STARTS 
HERE!

 
Positions Available:

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN (Licenced)
AUTOMOTIVE INSTALLER

 
We Offer: 

Competitive Salary, Benefits, Profit Sharing, Employee Discount, Safe and Healthy Working 
Environment, Team Oriented Work Environment and Apprenticeship Opportunities.

 
If you are interested in working with our Automotive Service Team in a successful 
and well established 10-bay Service Centre or to find out more information about 

the above position offered, please apply by email or in person to:

Mark Quibell, General Manager
Canadian Tire Uxbridge
(905)852-3315 ext 501

markq@bellnet.ca



by Roger Varley

"We don't just want to come up with
a list of what's wrong and who is to
blame." - Cosmos editorial: Aug.
10/17

With that quote from a recent Cos-
mos editorial in mind, an example
of living in the past and rejecting
everything new played out at the
seniors' centre last week. It could be
said the past was rejecting the fu-
ture, while the future is in part re-
sponsible in terms of the upcoming
replacement of the Brock Street cul-
vert.

e culvert project means the
demolition of the building housing
the Uxbridge Youth Centre. A
search for replacement quarters led
to the seniors' centre and the possi-
bility the youth centre could take
over one of the three rooms that the
seniors use.

At a meeting last Friday at the
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, a num-
ber of those in attendance made it
clear they were not happy with hav-
ing to share space with the youth
centre. ey were not tempted by
the possibility of interaction be-
tween the two groups, including
the fact the youth could help the
seniors learn the intricacies of com-
puters, smart phones and other
electronic devices. ey wanted
things left the way they are, to stay
as they have been. One person of-
fered that, rather than share space
with the youth, he would prefer to
pay higher taxes by having the
township turn over the old fire hall
to the youth instead of raising
money for the new fire hall by sell-
ing it. 

However, it seems it is not just
seniors opting for the status quo.
Government, while not necessarily
living in the past or rejecting every-
thing new, appears to drag its feet
when addressing the future and
new technology. In August, Ryan
McCutcheon approached Uxbridge
council with a proposal to allow
low speed electric vehicles (LSEV)
to operate in the township, point-
ing out that the vehicles, with a top
speed of 40 kmh, would result in
parking space efficiency, reduction
of the local carbon footprint and
speed reductions.

In a later report on the subject,
Public Works director Ben Kester
said it would be premature to pass
a bylaw allowing the LSEVs on
township roads until the Region of
Durham allows them on regional
roads. Without the region's partic-
ipation, LSEVs would not be al-
lowed to use or cross regional roads
in the township, limiting their use-
fulness.
Along the same lines, Mayor Gerri

Lynn O'Connor said on Monday

that the township applied to the
province for two electric car charg-
ing stations two years ago. To date,
nothing has happened.

On that particular front, the
township appears ready and willing
to adopt the new technologies and
not reject them. Yet, through its

Heritage Uxbridge committee, is
the township clinging to the past
when it comes to new retail busi-
nesses opening downtown? Store
signs must be lit with gooseneck
lamps, not backlit, and retailers are
encouraged to adopt the town
colours in their signage wherever
possible.

Councillor Gordon Highet said
the signage requirements are not a
case of living in the past.
"We're trying to create a common-

ality, even though (the downtown)
is not technically a designated his-
toric district," he said.

He said the signage requirements
are not detrimental to attracting
new businesses.

"I think most of the people look-
ing to locate in the downtown are
looking for that heritage aspect," he
said. "ey want to be in the down-
town, which is primarily historic
buildings. Port Perry has a desig-
nated historic district and I think
that's something Uxbridge needs to
look at."

He said a store selling electronic
devices downtown need not have
modern or futuristic signage be-
cause an overall heritage look would
draw people to the area anyway.

Mr. Highet may be correct. New
businesses opened in recent months
and years indicate a trend away
from the traditional small-town re-
tail models of the past. e Second

Wedge Brewing Co. is the first
brewery in the township; Nexus
brought the urban chic specialty
coffee shop to town; Eat It Forward
offers a new approach to healthy
food products; and the Divine Sis-
ters have brought an eclectic mix of
essential oils, gem stones, crystals,

soaps, books, incense and Canadian
wilderness teas.

Joanne Richter, who owns e
Second Wedge Brewing Co. with
her husband Rob Garrard, lauded

the Uxbridge BIA's Win is Space
competition of a couple of years
ago, which e Second Wedge
Brewing Co. won.

"Win is Space was an effort to
try something new," she said. "Not
everything you try is going to work,
but you have to give the BIA credit

for trying something never tried be-
fore. We have a lot of new families
moving into the area, a lot of young
people, and we need to be able to
shape the future."

Mr. Garrard said the influx of
young families is going to change
the way the retail sector operates.

"Any new business that comes in
and breathes new life into the
downtown is a good thing," he said.
"It doesn't mean we have to be-
come this modern downtown. You
can still have these businesses fit
into the feeling that Uxbridge is. A
new business can move into an old
building and still have a cool feel to
it."

Arthur Field, owner of Nexus,
asked about his choice of urban
chic for his coffee shop and how it
fits in with the downtown style,
said he doesn't believe downtown
has a style.

"I don't really see a common
thread through it," he said.
Mr. Field said he doesn't think the

town is dying "but I think it has
withered."

He said new businesses opening
have to determine whether what
they are offering is indispensable in
the future, regardless of change. He
said the number of empty stores in
the downtown is not necessarily
due to bylaws or heritage signs, but
more to do with rental costs.

Asked whether the opening of
non-traditional outlets such as
those mentioned above is an indi-
cation that Uxbridge residents are
looking for new products to spend
their money on, he said it's an in-
dication of the stores' owners' belief
in the town.
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Downtown Uxbridge - a rainbow arcs over the centre of town, showing off heritage buildings that contain modern new
businesses, and a promise for the future. Photo by John Cavers

“13 Ways” Installment #1 - The more things change, the more they stay the same 
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THIS WEEKEND
Thurs., Oct. 26: Soup Lunch at
Goodwood United Church. 11 a.m.
– 1 p.m.; soup, homemade bread,
dessert and beverage - $5. For more in-
formation, call 905-640-3347.
Thurs., Oct. 26: Wildlife Tracks - a
nature talk with Don McLeod.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 7 p.m. Insights
on how to observe the critters we don't
always see. Free, donations and mem-
berships are welcome. For more informa-
tion contact Derek 905-852-5432,
www.northdurhamnature.com
Fri., Oct. 27: Blood Donor Clinic:

Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 1:30 - 7:30
p.m. Sponsored by Rotary Uxbridge.
Visit blood.ca to book appointment.
Sat., Oct. 28: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 7 a.m. Al Shaw. 1 hr.,
4 km moderate pace loop hike. No dogs
please.  Join us for breakfast afterwards.
Meet at road side parking on the west
side of Conc. 6, 1.5 km south of Durham
Rd. 21. Contact: Russ Burton 905 830
2862

NEXT WEEK
Thu., Nov. 2: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a moderate, 2 hr,

loop hike with gentle hills. Meet at park-
ing lot on east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6,
2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright
Rd. Contact: Kevin Lowe 416 655 2256
Fri. Nov. 3: Oak Ridges Trail Asso-
ciation Hike, 9:30 a.m. 10+ km; Fast;
2+ hr. hilly loop hike including Skyloft.
Meet in the Durham Forest parking area
on the east side of the 7th Conc., 1 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161.
Fri., Nov. 3: Epsom/Utica United
Church Roast Beef Supper.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Adults $20; youth 6-12 $10; 5 & under
free.
Sat., Nov. 4: Pearls & Lace Craft
Show. Goodwood Community Centre,
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. This special event has
been running for over 15 years and is
well attended! Free admission, free park-
ing. For more information contact 905-
640-3966.
Sat., Nov. 4: Holly Berry Happen-
ings. Goodwood United Church, 10
a.m. – 2 p.m. “New to you items,”
teacher & hostess gifts, baking, crafts.
Lunch available – soup, sandwiches &
cookies for $10. For more information,
call 905-640-3347.
Sat., Nov. 4: St. Paul's Annual
Turkey Dinner with  All the Trim-
mings. St. Paul's Anglican Church, 5 -
7 p.m., continuous service. Adults $18;
Children (ages 6-12) 

$12; preschoolers free. Advance tickets
available at the church office or buy at
door. All welcome. For info call 905-852-
7016, visit stpauls-uxbridge.ca 
Sun., Nov. 5: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15 a.m.
We have a most appreciative audience!
For more info call jo at 905-852-6487.

UPCOMING
Sun., Nov. 12: Udora United
Church Anniversary Sunday. Cele-
brating  167 years! 10:30 a.m.
Sun., Nov. 12: Uxbridge Christ-
mas Home Tour, sponsored by the Ro-
tary Club of Uxbridge. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Eight urban & rural homes professionally
decorated  for  the holiday season. For
information on the tour & ticket availabil-
ity, visit uxbridgechristmashometour.ca
Sun., Nov. 12: The Ladies of the
Foster present A Christmas Carol.
Thomas Foster Memorial, 1:30 p.m. 
Sun., Nov. 12: A Concert For Re-
membrance Day. St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 7:30 p.m. Piotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky’s  Symphony No. 5 in E
minor, Op. 64. Orchestra: Orpheus Sym-
phonietta. Tickets $15, available through
starticketing.com, at Sugar FX, or phone
866-808-2006.
Thurs., Nov. 16: Turkey Dinner at
Goodwood Community Centre.
Hosted by Goodwood United Church.
4:30 p.m. on. Tickets at the door - $20.
For further information, call 905-640-

3347.
Sat., Nov. 18: Uxbridge Curling
Club’s 8th Annual Pancake Break-
fast. 8 - 11 a.m. Enjoy a yummy pan-
cake breakfast before you head out to the
Santa Claus parade! Adults $7, children
$5.

ONGOING
Operation Warm Hearts - Dona-
tions Wanted! New or gently used
clean winter coats, boots, hats & ski
pants. Drop off at Seniors’ Centre or
Wash Worx Laundromat. Sale on Nov. 4
at Uxbridge Arena, 12 - 3 p.m. Cost per
item is minimum $2 or a non-perishable
food item for the foodbank. For more in-
formation call 647-380-1674
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

READY FOR WINTER?

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

THE PERFECT AUTUMNAL LUNCH? 
OUR HOMEMADE CHILI, OF COURSE!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Interested in

MUSIC LESSONS?
Private piano lessons

Tutoring on all band instruments

Susan McMullen B.Mus., B.Ed., OCT

Uxbridge     905-904-0570

29 years teaching experience

HOME OR COTTAGE
REMODELLING SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2017/2018 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Skidsteer Operators
Loader Operators

Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators

All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great

attitudes are an asset.

Forward your resume to
gtaejobs@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792

CrossFit
Scugog
Visit us for
ONE FREE
WEEK TRIAL
November or December
www.crossfitscugog.com 

905-433-7284 
99 North Port Road 

Port Perry
CrossFit Scugog

Seniors, from page 1

"You still sound like it's a done deal,"
one senior responded. "Most of the
seniors feel they're being shafted."

Mr. Bryan said the needs of all in-
volved have to be looked at.

"We're trying to do what's best for
all," he said.

But the seniors were not easily pla-
cated, saying the billiard room is used
for a number of activities, not just bil-

liards. They also wanted to know
where the billiard table, a gift to the
seniors, would be moved to.

When one senior suggested the old
fire hall on Bascom Street would be
an ideal location for a new youth cen-
tre, Mayor O'Connor noted that
money from the sale of the fire hall
will go towards the cost of the new
fire hall recently opened at the west
end of Brock Street. The senior said
he'd rather keep the (old) hall and see

taxes go up, but the mayor noted that
would mean a 10 per-cent increase on
the tax bill.

Molly Coughlin, a UYC board
member, said the youth centre has no
other choices, although the board is
still looking to see if someone will do-
nate space or give them a break on
rent.

"We want your guidance and sup-
port," she told the seniors. "We want
your participation."



by Roger Varley

A solid performance in net, includ-
ing two or three brilliant saves,
earned goalie Ryan McConkey his
third shut-out of the season - and
second in the last two games - as
the Uxbridge Bruins downed the
Clarington Eagles 3-0 on Friday.

e result was sweet revenge for
the Bruins, who were on the losing
end of an identical score with Clar-
ington at the beginning of the
month.
e Bruins opened the game with

a loose and flowing attack that gave
the Eagles few opportunities to
mount a sustained offence. Clar-
ington came close to opening the
scoring midway through the enter-
taining first period when they tried
to jam the puck under Mc-
Conkey's pads but failed to put it
into the net. Simon Feig scored the
only goal of the period - an unas-
sisted short-handed effort - when
he intercepted a Clarington blue
line pass and attacked the Eagles'
net alone. With a minute left in the
period, McConkey made a great
save on a breakaway that resulted
from one the Bruins' few mistakes
of the game.

In the second period, the Bruins'
free-wheeling play took on a more
disciplined look and they domi-
nated Clarington, although the pe-
riod passed without any scoring.

e third period saw the Bruins
become more determined, but that
didn't stop the Eagles from threat-
ening. At the midway mark, a Clar-
ington shot rang off the cross bar
and 40 seconds later McConkey
came up with a brilliant save to
keep his shut-out hopes alive. As
the period dwindled down,
Damien Heinle scored on a classic
passing play as he and Cameron
Moffitt staged a two-on-one attack.
e game ended with Feig notch-

ing an empty-net marker, assisted
by Kieran Beaudoin and Cole
Bremner.

With his team now on a three-
game winning streak and tem-
porarily tied for first in the
seven-team PJHL Orr Division,
coach Rob Acton was asked how he
keeps his charges from being over-
confident.

"I remind them 'never get too
high on yourselves, never get too
low on yourselves'," he said.

He added that the free-wheeling
approach the team has taken in the
last coupe of games allows his team
the freedom to be creative.

On Friday, the Bruins host the

Port Perry MoJacks at 7:45 p.m.,
followed by a trip to Apsley to face
the North Kawartha Knights on
Saturday at 7:25 p.m. at will be
followed by a visit to the tight con-
fines of the Lakefield arena on
Tuesday to pay the Chiefs.

Bear pause: Ryan McConkey was se-
lected as the Ontario Hockey Associ-
ation’s Pepsi Goaltender of the Month
for September. McConkey earned
three wins during the month, giving
him a save percentage of 0.942 and
a Goals Against Average of 2.16.
Ryan becomes eligible for the OHA
Player of the Year and a $500 schol-
arship bursary.
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Across
1. Rainbowlike
6. Sailing ship
11. Ace
14. "Hurray!"
15. Add up
16. Beam of light
17. Internet magazine
18. Bonus
19. Be in arrears
20. "Comprende?"
21. Attention
23. Errand runner
25. UFO's (2 words)
30. "___ the land of the free” 
31. Night-time disturbances
32. Icy
35. Roman naturalist, with "The 

Elder"
36. Cry loudly
39. Comparable
40. A fold in the skin
41. Exhausted, with "in"
42. Increase, with "up"
43. Onion-flavored roll
44. Rowed
45. A liquid solution
47. Ultimate, for short
48. Time for jokes (3 words)
52. Stratum
53. Local area network, short
54. Can be Roth or traditional
57. Belief system
58. Throat dangler
62. Small intestine division
64. Spell-off
65. Mr. Cowell, American Idol
66. VIP
67. + or - item
68. Mud bather
69. Buddy

Down
1. Affirmatives
2. Bring down
3. Principal
4. Long, long time
5. Gentle looking
6. Demanding
7. Bagel topper
8. Baseball's Master Melvin
9. Crew member
10. Causing irritation
11. Faculty member
12. Less experienced
13. Hearings in open court
22. Make known
24. Plant served like a potato
26. Butcher's cut
27. Italian astronomer
28. Hot
29. Kournikova of tennis
32. Long-snouted fish
33. Barely manage, with "out"
34. Workers in a stable
35. "The Republic" writer
37. "We're number ___!"
38. Sack
40. "La Vie en Rose" singer
41. Contents of some banks
43. Papyrus
44. The Devil (2 words)
46. Golf ball position
47. Inits. on a rocket
48. Out
49. Leisurely walk
50. Spanish plain
51. Produce
55. Felt bad about
56. Early pulpit
59. Caesar's 7
60. Referee
61. Chop off
63. Floral ring

McConkey earns third shut-out

Letters, from page 4

which part of the property is the sub-
ject of Ms. Howson’s approval rec-
ommendation. We wish to make it
clear that the area that was recom-
mended for approval to the region’s
Land Division Committee is the rear
section of the property, which will
create a new lot fronting onto Do-
minion Street. is will have no
physical impact upon the existing
house. Specifically, it will not require
“taking down the conservatory.”  It
will also not affect the house’s
streetscape, as a new house built back
there will essentially be invisible from
First Avenue. Our application for a
second new lot fronting onto First
Avenue, which would have affected
the existing house, is not being pur-

sued any further. 
e final paragraph of Mr. Varley’s

article seems to imply that we have
active plans to take down the conser-
vatory.  is is not the case. We will
continue to monitor it and maintain
it as best we can until it becomes the
responsibility of a future new owner
of the property. 
On a happier note, we wish to com-

pliment you on your editorial in the
September 28th issue. We believe
you made a valuable contribution to
the “debate” on the designation issue.
Hopefully, your arguments will re-
ceive due consideration by Council
when the decision is ultimately
made. 
Robert Bishop & Jennifer Durkin

Uxbridge  

As a new member of the Seniors’
Centre, I was glad to see the Cosmos
attending Friday afternoon’s meet-
ing. 

Having an open mind on the plan
to relocate the Youth Centre, follow-
ing the meeting I decided to visit the
current location, where I had the
pleasure of meeting Dale, the young
man who manages/supervises the
place. After a tour of this lovely facil-
ity and hearing about its history and
services offered, I came away con-
vinced that a way must be found to
accommodate these young people
and support Dale and the other vol-
unteers. I would suggest that others
in doubt should do what I have
done.

Jack McFadyen
Uxbridge
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SERVICES
UNLIMITED INTERNET:  25FTTN
$44.95/m, 50FTTN $49.95/m. No Contract.
FREE Modem Rental. $30 Installation. Call or
text 647-518-0498 www.altimatel.com
12/14
COR-BLIMEY! MOBILE COMPUTER
SERVICES: PC & Mac friendly - local & award
winning - we get to you quickly and fix your
problems fast. Call Mick @ 905-715-3080 or
checkout www.corblimey.ca  10/26
BACK TO SCHOOL! Time to clean up your
books. I can update your accounting records
including business, investments, payroll,
income tax, trusts/estates, HST and everything
else. Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Over 30
years experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com   11/16
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence

need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or big. Very competitive
prices, 20 years’ experience, 2-year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your outside
upgrades & projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron,
416-705-9993.  10/26
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
10/26
DOG-HAPPY - Walks, Positive Reinforcement
Training, Backyard Play, Private Home
Overnights. Insured and bonded. Call Julie at
416-735-2117. All services can be
personalized to meet your needs! Email -
julie@dog-happy.ca, Facebook at DOG-HAPPY
or Visit www.dog-happy.ca for more info!
10/26
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my
home; elementary, high school, college and
university. I also work within the business
community. 905-852-1145.  2/1
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A
GREAT BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316
Main St., Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An
uplifting experience!  10/26
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for protecting your home
and caring for your pets.Home owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism.

Property & Snowbird Services / Dog Walking
/ Cat Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! www.home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services…
call or text 905-852-8525…follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge   10/26

WANTED
STORAGE: safe, secure, clean, rodent-free
garage or storage unit in Goodwood to house
a vintage vehicle year-round starting next May.
Call Kevin, 416-427-4985 or 905-640-7758.
10/26

FOR RENT
SANDFORD: Bright, open concept second
floor 1 bedroom apartment in Sandford.
Private entrance & laundry. Just updated &
painted. Non-smoking, no pets. Single person
occupancy. $1,000/mo., includes utilities. Call
Alysha, 905-252-7844.   10/26

FOR SALE
SEASONED HARDWOOD FIREWOOD.
Delivered and stacked within Uxbridge area.
$430 per bush cord. 416-460-7667.   11/2

TORO SNOWBLOWER: 21”. Briggs &
Stratton engine. Like new. $300. Also, fishing
hut. Aluminum. 4-ft. x 6-ft. Heater included.
Ramps (2 wooden). 9-ft. x 6-ft. Call 905-852-
5167.   10/26

WHEELS FOR JETTA HIGHLINER: 4 x 27”
Alloy wheels with all season tires for VW Jetta
Highliner. $100. Call Judy at 416-219-0846.
11/2

CONTACT LENSES: Alcon Comfort Plus
Dailies. 1 yr. supply. -8.00 & -6.00. Good
expiration date. $20/box. 647-389-0440.
10/26

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
“FALL” INTO

COZY
HANDCRAFTED
PINE FURNITURE
ISN’T IT TIME YOU

OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?
9269 

3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“I find true comfort,
Lord, because your laws
have stood the test of
time.” Psalm 119:52

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

278 Main Street N., Unit 5a 
Uxbridge

905-852-9779

10%off
when you

mention this ad

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

Steve’s Painting
Need a room or rooms
painted quickly?

Fast,
dependable 
work.
905-862-0564
smcnevitts@gmail.com



by Nancy Melcher

Green Durham Association (GDA) is
partnering with several organizations
to do some maintenance on
Uxbridge’s trails. is Friday, October
27, they will work with volunteers
from Home Depot on trails that are
on Toronto Region Conservation Au-
thority (TRCA) properties (Walker
Woods, Glen Major, etc.). Home
Depot is donating the tools, and their
staff are volunteering their time to
work on the trails. GDA will keep the
tools and use them as part of an on-
going initiative with other volunteers
to keep the trails clear. 

GDA president Liz Calvin ex-
plained: “Maintenance of the trails on
these huge gorgeous properties is a
challenge - there just isn't the funding
to adequately keep them in good
shape so they remain inviting for vis-
itors. Both DMBA (Durham Moun-
tain Biking Association) and GDA are
developing agreements with the
landowner, TRCA, so that we can or-
ganize teams of volunteers to regularly
visit the trails and clean them up
(trimming, removing fallen trees,
keeping the grass cut). ORTA has
been doing this on their designated
trails for a long time, we want to join 

them and reach more trails.” 
Last week a team from Fleming Col-

lege came for two days and helped to
build and repair sections of trails as a

part of their Sustainable Trails Certifi-
cate program. is initiative was
spearheaded by DMBA with help
from TRCA, GDA and others.

Ms. Calvin continued, “GDA has
contributed funds towards mainte-
nance of the trails for many years
now. ey have advocated with the
TRCA for, and shared in the cost of,
a local liaison position to oversee the
local trails. We have to revisit the way
the maintenance activities are accom-
plished but we have no intention of
stopping our financial contributions

and our advocacy. We believe it is crit-
ical to keep these trails and properties
in good shape. It is important for
tourism - there are thousands of visi-
tors to these lands yearly. It is impor-
tant that the trails and the properties
look as though they are cared for - it
helps people feel confident about get-
ting outside and walking, and this is

important for health.”
Contact GDA at greendurham.ca or

email info@greendurham.ca. Contact
DMBA at durhammountainbiking.ca
or email info@durhammountainbik-
ing.ca. Also note that DMBA has a
trail build at Durham Forest this Sat-
urday, October 28, starting at 9 a.m.
Anyone 16+ is welcome to attend.
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Karen Eileen Taylor died
peacefully at home on

Saturday, October 21, 2017. She
is survived by her husband Stan; her

daughter Debbie and son in-law Gerald; her son
James; grandchildren Jakob, Nickolas and Jessica; her
sister Eileen Chiarot (the late John) and her brothers,
Brian (Pat), Paul and Carl (Pam). Karen will also be

sadly missed by her numerous nieces and nephews. 
Visitation will be held on Wednesday, October 25, 2017,
at the Low and Low Funeral Home, 23 Main St. S.,
Uxbridge (905-852-3073) from 2-4 and 7-9p.m. Funeral
service will take place in the chapel on @ursday, October
26, 2017, at 1 p.m. with visitation one hour prior;
reception to immediately follow the service. In lieu of
?owers, please consider a donation to the Heart and Stroke
Foundation. For online condolences, please visit
www.lowandlow.ca

TAYLOR, 
Karen Eileen

We welcome with love!
Jennifer & Scottie Forbes of Uxbridge,
Ontario are excited to announce the

arrival of their son

BLAKE SCOTTIE
FORBES

Blake arrived on Friday,
September 29th, 2017 at 4:09 pm

Weighing 8 lbs. 11 oz. 
19.5 inches long

Also celebrating Blake’s arrival are:
~Proud Grandparents~
Carol & Scott Forbes 
of Ft. Lauderdale, FL.
Dawna & Rob Gibson 
of Courtice, ON.

~Big Brothers~
Ian & Luke

Special thanks to the sta: at Markham
Stou:ville Hospital for your care!

Uxbridge 
Denture Clinic 

2 Campbell Drive
Suite 307A
Uxbridge

905-852-5859
uxbridgedentureclinic@gmail.com

Alexandra
Mitchell

DD Denturist

To place a
Birth 

Announcement, 
an Obituary,

or a
Memorial

call
905-852-1900 

or email 
thecosmos@
powergate.ca

Green Durham has partners for trail maintenance

Sir Sanford Fleming College students, along with DMBA volunteers and TRCA staff before they
got dirty. Photo submitted by Elizabeth Calvin

Sir Sanford Fleming. College students, along
with DMBA volunteers and TRCA staff.

Photo submitted by Elizabeth Calvin
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Butternut Manor offers Small Town Charm 
with all the Modern Conveniences.

Find our garden estate connected to peaceful
Hodgson Park and Uxbridge's network 

of Walking Trails.

Our goal is to support the independence of our
Seniors while nurturing companionship within 

our community.

Professionally trained staff are here to provide
continuing care as needed.

For confidential chat about your retirement needs,
call Bonnie at 905 852 6777 ext. 414

Please visit our website at 
www.butternutmanor.com

3 Norm Goodspeed Drive, Uxbridge

ACCREDITED


