
WATCHING WORDS COME ALIVE - Cast members of Emily beam as playwright Richard Ouzounian shares his thoughts after seeing his musical performed on
Sunday afternoon at the Historic Leaskdale Church. Ouzounian based the musical on the Emily books written by Lucy Maud Montgomery. Emily plays this Friday and Saturday
- see ad on page 6 for ticket details. Photo by Mike Bridgeman

Deadline for free
money approaching

by Roger Varley

Sierra Planning and Management, a consulting
company hired by the township to evaluate
Uxbridge's parks and outdoor facilities and de-
velop a master plan for the next 10 to 20 years,
released its preliminary report recently, provid-
ing an overview of what the township already
has, the condition of these parks and outdoor
facilities, and reviewing what residents want.

The report - 124 pages detailing the town-
ship's demographics, income levels and out-
door participation rates - outlines the work
done so far, lists all the facilities and comments
on their condition but does not contain any
recommendations. The company's recommen-
dations will come at a public information ses-
sion and workshop planned for Wednesday,
November 29, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the

Uxbridge Seniors’ Center. However, it does
offer a fascinating look at the township's green
space inventory.
The value of all developed township parkland,

including its 330 kilometres of trails, is almost
$10.5 million. The value of outdoor buildings,
facilities and equipment is another $5.5 mil-
lion. The township has a total of 24 parks -
eight located in the hamlets and the rest in the
urban area - covering 109 hectares in total.
Within those parks are 18 playgrounds, but
three are said to be in poor condition and seven
in fair condition.
In evaluating the ball parks, the Bonner Fields'

paving surface and ball diamond fencing were
said to be "past its useful life." Most of the
other ball fields in the township were said to be
in poor condition. The same was said of the
tennis courts at the arena, where just about

everything was listed as being past its useful life.
A good part of the interim report was given

over to comments received at a public meeting
held in the summer, taken from a survey on the
township website and gained through interac-
tion with user groups. Many of the comments
listed what people thought was needed in the
township. The Uxbridge Soccer Club opined it
would like an outdoor artificial turf field,
preferably one that could be domed in the win-
ter. The club would also like an indoor soccer
facility. The equine set would like to have light-
ing at the horse arena in Elgin Park to make
evening events possible.
However, there were also calls for basic things

such as washrooms in major parks, upgraded
playground equipment, better sidewalk access 

...continued on page 2

Are you looking for money? Before you get
too excited, know that you have to belong to
a not-for-profit organization or charity in the
Uxbridge area. If you do, then you’ll be glad
to know that it’s time to apply to be consid-
ered as the recipient of proceeds from the
2018 “uxperience” show. Themed “Battle of
the Sexes,” the popular variety show hopes to
tap into the joys and frustrations of how gen-
ders see the world differently. Organizers of
this showcase of local talent are looking for
well-deserving organizations to choose from
as recipients. 

Since uxperience began over 26 years ago,
it has donated more than $135,000 to local
organizations, including the Uxbridge Cot-
tage Hospital Foundation, Canadian Tire
Jumpstart®, COPE Mental Health Uxbridge,
North Durham Hospice, sports facilities,
children’s projects, seniors’ programs, the
Uxbridge Historical Society, Sunrise Preg-
nancy & Support Services Uxbridge, the
Lucy Maud Montgomery Society and the
Uxbridge Public Library. Next year’s dona-
tion amount will depend on how much the
show raises through sponsors, ticket sales,
other fundraising events and raffles.
The uxperience experience is a unique phe-

nomenon of area performers volunteering
their time to sing, dance, cut up in skits, play
music, help backstage and/or any of the
many behind-the-scenes jobs it takes to make
it all happen. The 2018 show is being di-
rected by husband/wife team Jill and George
Hempen. Those who have attended an uxpe-
rience show understand how much hard
work, passion and dedication goes into these
productions. 

Anyone interested in applying for these
funds must apply by November 17, 2017. To
be considered, groups must be non profit
and create a written proposal describing the
organization and how the funds would be
used. Applications should be sent by email to
uxperienceproceeds@gmail.com. For more
information on uxperience and what’s in
store for 2018, visit uxperience.ca.

Preliminary parks plan says some spots are “past useful life” 

Janet Green
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage 

Direct: 905-439-1799
Office: 905-852-4338
www.janetgreen.ca

Century 
home with 

huge modern 
addition, 

98 acres, 
implement 

barn with 4 
box stalls

GORGEOUS STONE FARMHOUSE

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative
Coldwell Banker R.M.R.
Real Estate Brokerage

Direct: 416-970-8979
Office: 905-852-4338
www.mariepersaud.ca

3 bedrooms, 2 baths bungalow. Main floor laundry. 
Access from garage to basement....potential for granny flat. 
Walk out from dining room to deck overlooking very private 

back yard. Located just minutes north of Port Bolster.
Great for commuters. Offered for sale at $469,900.
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Parks report, from page 1

and better general maintenance of
the ball fields and soccer fields.
Many respondents bemoaned the
lack of washrooms and litter recep-
tacles along the trails. The com-
ments also included a call for the
establishment of a township parks
committee.

Although recommendations will
come later, Sierra Planning & Man-
agement did a give a hint of what
those recommendations might con-
tain. The report noted that
"Uxbridge has an extensive trail sys-
tem that could be more effectively
leveraged to increase public access
to . . . parks, open spaces and natu-
ral areas, as well as to grow tourism
to the entire township. Similarly,
the Fields of Uxbridge development
has the opportunity in the future to
be leveraged to increase sports
tourism to the township."
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The Energy Conservation Committee 
would like to remind Uxbridge residents of the 5 Rs:

Refuse: Say no to over-packaging or items you don’t need. Reduce: What do you
actually need? Reuse: Change anything that is disposable for a reusable alternative.
Recycle: Buy second hand, give to the second hand shops for others. Rot: Composting
through your back yard or the Township program. 

Refuse, reduce, reuse, recycle & rot = saved time & money. 
The ECC meets the third Thursday of the month, 7 p.m., in the Williamson Board Room at the Arena.



by Roger Varley

is is the second “installment” in a se-
ries of columns and articles inspired by
a book entitled “13 Ways To Kill Your
Community.” 

Chapter Four of Doug Griffiths’
book “13 Ways To Kill Your Com-
munity” discusses how communities
can deceive themselves about their
real strengths and weaknesses.

In essence, Griffiths says it is easy
for communities to say they are
doing well, but it’s harder to say what
needs fixing. Even harder still is not
blaming others for the failings.
Following Griffiths' advice, the Cos-

mos approached a number of well-
known Uxbridge residents with some
simple questions: What do you think
about Uxbridge? What makes the
community great? What needs fix-
ing?
Pat Higgins, owner of the Canadian

Tire store, says Uxbridge is a great
place to live, with helpful, sociable
people and a large number of volun-
teers. 

"Oh, it's the people, definitely the
people," he said. "ey want to be
part of what's going on in our com-
munity, whether its the arts, sports,
or just giving back and helping peo-
ple."
Regarding the third question, Mr.

Higgins suggested that people in
Uxbridge need to become "more
progressive thinkers."

"We need to be realistic about the
fact that growth is inevitable and we
need to let it happen," he said. "is
is the only area in  the GTA that's left
to grow. Sometimes there are hurdles
and sometimes the long-term people
want to keep it a nice little town.
ose days are gone. You have to let
things happen. When WalMart came
to town, I didn't lock my doors and
run away. We expanded because they
attracted that many more shoppers
to the community."

He said that, as a community, we
need to change our way of thinking.
And, if it was left up to him alone,
he would attempt to remove the bar-
riers that prevent the town from
growing.

"If we keep letting businesses in
without population growth, that's
not healthy," he said.

John McCutcheon, a local philan-

thropist and volunteer, thinks
Uxbridge has terrific potential.

He also pointed to "the broad vol-
unteer contingent at all levels, over-
flowing with talented people" as
something that makes the commu-
nity great.

As for fixing things, John Mc-
Cutcheon feels that, "We need strong
leadership in promoting the poten-
tial for business in the community,"
he said. "People have felt discouraged
at being able to develop forward-
looking economic opportunities. We
need a full-time economic develop-
ment director."

Mr. McCutcheon offered that the
township needs to bring tech compa-
nies such as Scarsin (whose head of-
fice is in Uxbridge) together to form
a nucleus in order to attract other
tech companies to Uxbridge. He also
said the culvert replacement on
Brock Street, slated to begin next
year, would be a great opportunity to
look at the downtown area and do
something imaginative.

Most of the other respondents ze-
roed in on Uxbridge's people as what
makes the community great:

Bev Northeast, former councillor:
"Great caring people, generous peo-
ple, people that will share with each
other."

Wynn Walters, artist: "e vitality
of its residents."  

Brian  Evans, financial advisor:

"Volunteerism."
Doug Moffatt: "If it weren’t for the

volunteers, this would be a less at-
tractive town and have less spirit."

But when it comes to things that
need fixing, they had a few different
ideas.
Ms. Northeast said a major problem

is the number of gravel trucks rum-
bling through the township, particu-
larly the downtown core. She said the
truck traffic is not only hurting shop-
ping in the downtown, but also "de-
stroying" family life in some of the
more rural areas.

"e Township needs to bring the
Region (of Durham) in to solve this
problem, as they created this mess
and they need to fix it," she said. 
For Wynn Walters, fixing the down-

town area comes first.
"Downtown revitalization has been

studied and discussed forever, but
with little visible result," he said.
"What’s needed is a visionary plan to
give the downtown more of a focus,
most likely in the form of a commu-
nity plaza or park in the centre of
town. Part of a visionary plan would
include additional residential devel-
opment in the centre of town, hope-
fully including some affordable
housing - we need to keep our young
people here by providing housing
they can afford."
Mr. Evans' fix-it was much simpler:

more recognition for the volunteers.

Mr. Moffatt was more aggressive in
his assessment of what needs fixing.

"I firmly believe our elected people
really don’t give two pins for the real
heritage features of our town," he
said.
Realtor Wayne Cordingly was asked

why do people look to buy homes in
Uxbridge?

"We tell them about Uxbridge, be-
cause it is a great community," he
said. "I've lived here all my life - 61
years - and I'd never move away. e
friendly people, the friendly business
people, Uxbridge is just so unique."
He listed the number of sports and

activity facilities and the small-town 
feel of Uxbridge as draws to potential
buyers. He also noted the relative
lack or low level of crime in
Uxbridge as one reason people want
to move away from more populated
areas.

"We're still that nice little commu-
nity that people are looking for," he
said. "ey want their kids to grow
up in a safe environment."

He did acknowledge that most new
...continued on page 7
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905-487-8363
Toll-free

888-982-8343

budgetblinds.com

Groups can apply NOW for 
uxperience Funding

If you represent a non-profit organization looking to benefit financially
from a major event in Uxbridge, now's your chance to say 

why your group should be considered.
Organizers of "uxperience," an annual variety show comprised of Uxbridge
and area performers, are seeking the next recipient(s) of proceeds from

the show, to be held in May 2018.
To be considered, your group must be non-profit. Create a written proposal

describing your organization and how the funds would be used. Some
groups that have received the funding since the show's inception include:

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital, North Durham Hospice, Uxbridge Public Library,
Sunrise Pregnancy and Family Support, Jumpstart, and local sports teams.
Written applications can be emailed to uxperienceproceeds@gmail.com

Application deadline is November 17, 2017.

“13 Ways” Installment #2 - Taking a good hard look at ourselves in the mirror 
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One of the reasons we chose to live
in Uxbridge was the abundance and
variety of excellent forest trails in the
area. The title “Trail Capital of
Canada” is well deserved. It saddens
me to say, however, that it is time for
the township and its partners,
Durham Region and the Lake Sim-
coe Area Conservation Authority, to
post signs in the public forests
around Uxbridge warning hikers and
dog walkers of the high tick popula-
tions.  
I have walked in the Durham Forest

(all the tracts), Walkers Woods or the
Countryside Preserve virtually every-
day since moving to Uxbridge in the
spring of 2015. Each year, the tick
problem has gotten worse. This year,
we have stopped walking in Durham
Forest Main Tract altogether until the
snow comes, because our dogs have
picked up at least one tick every time
we have walked there this fall. My
daughter recently took her two dogs
for a 30-minute walk in the Brook-
dale Tract. When she got home, she
and I picked 15 ticks off her dogs.
With tick populations that high, the
public should be advised not to use
those trails.

The advice given to hikers is to
“tuck your pants into your socks,
wear long sleeves, spray yourself
down with DEET, walk only in the
middle of the path, put you clothes
in the dryer set on high as soon as
you get home and have a shower im-
mediately.” This defensive protocol
may be fine for those who only occa-
sionally venture out to the forest for
a stroll. But for people who hike
often, it is a daunting and discourag-
ing strategy.

I’m sure the authorities responsible
for managing our beautiful public
forests are reluctant to post tick
warnings for fear of driving users
away, but word of mouth will do that
anyway, and a lack of action on the
part of authorities may create liability

problems. It is only a matter of time
before Lyme Disease becomes a mas-
sive health problem here, as it has in
parts of the United States. It is not
too soon to think about how we are
going to manage it.

David Richardson
Uxbridge

It is 1:30 in the morning and I can't
sleep for thinking about Jennifer
[Durkin]'s  and Robert [Bishop]'s
house, or should I say Colonel
Sharpe's house, or the town of
Uxbridge's house? Colonel Sharpe
lived in it for 10 years, while Jennifer
and Robert have lived there for
nearly 30. They are the ones who
have lovingly taken care of this house
when the town of Uxbridge hardly
knew of its existence. Like most of
you, they struggled to pay off their
mortgage to have security in their re-
tirement years,  but now they are
truly being punished financially
when they can least afford it and
should be enjoying a peaceful retire-
ment.
I am Jennifer’s mother, and I see the

awful stress this matter is having on
her and her husband, not to mention
her dad and  I, watching helplessly in
the wings. It seems a poor return for
her years of teaching your little ones.
She is your neighbour and you
should care what is happening to her.
You must search your heart for em-
pathy and put yourself in her shoes
for just a minute. How would you
feel if your property rights were being
taken away without any recourse?
And remember, if it can happen to
her, it can happen to you.
My husband is 93 years old and is a

veteran of the  Royal Navy in WWII,
a survivor of the D-day landings and
should not be worrying about his
daughter. For myself, at almost 91,  I
should not have to be writing letters
in the middle of the night. I imagine
that somewhere, Colonel Sharpe

can't believe what is happening in his
name to the two people who have
reverently cared for his home over the
years. After all, he was fighting for
the rights of the common man. 

Please give this matter serious
thought and do not allow the pro-
posed designation under the Ontario
Heritage Act to happen and tarnish
the name of Uxbridge and Colonel
Sharpe.

If you agree with these sentiments,
please sign my daughter and son-in-
law's petition at www.rbwater.ca/Pe-
tition

Alma (and Joe) Durkin
Uxbridge

What a wonderful concert we had at
Trinity United Church in aid of
Nepal! The entertainment was su-
perb. Two choirs from Port Perry
High School performed, a girls’ choir
and a boys’ choir. Victoria Rensink
obviously does a wonderful job with
the music program at this school.
The headliners for this evening were

Eduard and Christine Klassen. He
plays the Paraguayan harp and she
plays the keyboard - very accom-
plished musicians. We also had the
blessing of Cathy Christoff as our
MC again this year, accompanied by
her very loyal Roxy kids, who helped
by distributing programs and selling
draw tickets.

The businesses in Uxbridge must
be the most generous businesses I
know of. Not only were our costs of
putting on the concert covered by
sponsors and supporters, but we also
had many donations for a Chinese
Auction. We ended the evening mak-
ing 16 draws!
We raised about $3,000, which will
go straight to Nepal to tie up the
building project we have been in-
volved in there since the earthquakes
of 2015, but also now to helping 

...continued on page 11

Letters to the Editor

Another All Hallows Eve has come and gone, and we’re interested to know
just how many supposed “inappropriate” costumes you saw on Tuesday. We’re
fairly certain that the little trick or treaters that showed up to your door on
Tuesday night were either princesses, pirates or a super hero of some ilk. Are
we correct? One of our staff worked as a clown on the York-Durham Heritage
Train during its “Halloween Train,” and that was all they saw - princesses,
pirates and super heroes. Oh, and minions. A lot of minions. The kids, how-
ever, can get away with pretty much anything for a costume, because it all
comes down to the cute factor for them. Grown-ups, however, don’t have it
so easy any more when it comes to dressing up for Halloween. They can’t be
seen as being prejudiced, or racist, or trying to appropriate another culture.
Being a grown-up at Halloween has become downright difficult.
We cite an example: on the Halloween Train, one of the volunteers dressed

up in an exquisitely handmade costume that resembled an Indigenous
woman’s formal outfit. She wore a wig that had two long, black, shiny braids,
and a headband, and was quite easily identified as Pocahontas. Now, one train
rider, an adult (we use the term loosely), was quite upset that the price of her
tea was not included in her train ticket price, and she had raised quite a fuss
in the snack car during the ride. When she was getting off the train, the vol-
unteer had a smile on her face when she wished the rider a great rest of the
day. To which the rider replied, with a glare on her face, “Thanks. Squaw.”
Some might take immediate offence to the use of this word, namely Indige-

nous people. Others may merely laugh it off - the volunteer did, although
she wasn’t very impressed by the train guest. The point is, if the volunteer
hadn’t been dressed as she had, she wouldn’t have received that particular in-
sult. Her costume brought out the worst in someone, and it’s those who har-
bour the crappy, racist attitudes who need to be smacked down, not those
who simply want to dress up in a costume. Why do we suddenly need to
worry about whom we might offend when we wear another culture’s garb?
Seriously, if we see “someone else” wearing jeans, work boots and a Keswick
dinner jacket and calling themselves Canadian, are we really going to get
upset? Of course not! We’d likely instruct them to turn their ball cap around
so it’s backwards, and then say, “Right on, eh!” We know, Canadians, per se,
have not been persecuted like so many other races and religions have, but we
really don’t see how simply copying a look or a costume is suddenly, innately
an insult to that culture. A recent letter in Toronto Life magazine told how an
office manager had attended a party dressed as a Geisha Girl. Her staff was
apparently horrified, and was all in a twist about how to tell her how inap-
propriate it was. Perhaps we’re missing something big here, but newsflash -
Geishas DID exist. Copying an outfit doesn’t have to mean you support what-
ever the history of it may be, it may just mean you happened to have a ki-
mono and thought it was a cool look.
We need to recognize, and trust, that we know the differences between open

insults, bad choices (Prince Harry and the swastika) and colourful dress-up.
Why does it all need to be so politically correct and regulated? Let’s face it, a
kimono or a cowboy outfit is a fun change from jeans and a t-shirt.

Kids, enjoy Halloween while you can. The grown-ups are sucking all the
fun out of it.

Our two cents
PC costumes and other grown-up garbage
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I was in the laundromat on Reach Street
a couple of weeks ago. Two or three other
people were there at the same time.

As I was folding clothes on a table near
the back of the laundromat, the front
door opened and I heard a little girl's
voice call out: "Hello, Daddy."

Two little words that made my heart
melt.
They are - and I expect opposition from

all the mothers on this - the best two
words in the English language. Those two
simple words carry a dictionary's worth
of unspoken messages.

Had the little girl said "Hi, Daddy" in-
stead, one could assume she was merely
acknowledging his presence or announc-
ing her arrival. "Hi, Daddy" is akin to
meeting someone on the street and ask-
ing: "How are you?" It's a throwaway,
since we really don't want to know the de-
tails of how someone is.
But "Hello, Daddy" is so much more. It

says "I'm here, I'm glad I'm here and I
want to be with you." In essence, it says:
"I love you." Hearing "Hello, Daddy" is
as comforting as a cup of hot chocolate, a
warm blanket and a crackling fire in the
fireplace.
At some point, it's more than likely that

little girl will start to call her father Dad
and her mommy will become Mom. It's
almost inevitable. We all change our way
of addressing our parents as the years go
by, boys probably more quickly than girls.
In fact, we tend to look askance at people
of a certain age if we hear them address
their parents as Mommy or Daddy. (Who
didn't cringe a little when Donald Trump
announced to a large audience in North
Dakota that his daughter, Ivanka, had
asked "Daddy, can I go with you?")

I don't know at what age most children
begin to use "Dad" or why, but I can
think of no other relationship of any kind
where one party is expected - usually
through peer pressure - to change the way
they address another party as time goes
by. Perhaps it's because we feel the term

"Daddy" is baby talk. But if that's the
case, why don't we feel the same about
other names, such as Freddie, Frankie,
Johnnie or Howie?

Not that there is anything wrong with
calling our fathers "Dad" or "Pops" or
even the formal "Father," but "Hello,
Daddy" carries all of a child's love and
trust in an open basket. Any father whose
spirits don't rise when he hears those two
words from his children when he walks
through the door must have had an un-
usually hard day at work.

We all thrill when we hear an infant or
toddler using the word "Da-da" when he
or she is just learning to talk, but the first
time the child substitutes "Daddy" for
"Da-da" is a milestone in both the child's
and the father's life. It establishes the fact
the child is recognizing the father as pro-
tector, provider and mentor. It strength-
ens the bond between father and child.

The first time the child shortens it to
"Dad" is a bittersweet moment. It signals
a change in the relationship. It shows the
child is maturing and tending to lean a
little less on the father's shoulder. As fa-
thers, we celebrate this small sign of a
growing independence but also feel
slightly saddened as we realize we are a lit-
tle less indispensable. "Daddy" means
you're a superhero, "Dad" means you're
a good guy: "Daddy" means you can do
anything, "Dad" means you sometimes
screw things up.
I have three sons: two call me "Dad" and

the oldest one calls me "Pops." I would
more than likely feel uncomfortable if any
of them still called me "Daddy." But I can
remember with fondness the time I was
"Daddy." That word, more than any
other, reminded me of the awesome re-
sponsibility I had as a father, even if I
haven't always handled that responsibility
as well as I should have.
To all fathers of young children, I say rel-

ish the time you are "Daddy": it doesn't
last long.
Tell me, am I wrong?

A few weeks ago, I sat down with an old
friend. He’s retired now. But when we met 30
years ago, he was a happy, enthusiastic and
very upbeat employee in a Canadian retail suc-
cess story. But when we chatted recently, he
shook his head in amazement.

“I cannot believe that Sears is going under,”
he lamented. “When I worked there, it
seemed as if we’d go on forever.”

In the past few months that former success
story has evaporated. What began under the
corporate name Simpsons-Sears back in 1953
in Canada, as a combined catalogue and retail
store, grew into the national marketplace as
one of the largest department chains in the
country, competing with Eatons, Simpsons
and The Bay. Among the key selling points
was the sale of name-brand products, clothing
lines and housewares, and the company’s
promise: “We service what we sell.” However,
faced with a changing demographic (younger
customers) and the onslaught of online pur-
chasing, Sears’ sales began declining. It tried
rebranding itself as “Sears 2.0,” but finally, this
year, sought protection against creditors, filed
for bankruptcy, and began massive liquidation
sales.

“Death by Amazon,” one pundit said.
On the weekend, I listened to an open line

radio show on the subject and one expert ex-
plained that Sears was the author of its own
demise. First it closed its appliance repair serv-
ice wing and let its experienced technicians go.
Then it stopped selling parts so that those of
us who wanted to try repairing those washers,
dryers, bicycles, TV and radios had no replace-
ments to install ourselves. Sears economized
to serve its shareholders, and consumers went
elsewhere to such services as Kijiji, eBay and
Amazon for the answers. 

But it’s not only Sears that’s a victim. With
all large retail department stores feeling their
necks in the face of this “retail apocalypse,” the
entire concept has come under scrutiny by
sellers and buyers alike. Perhaps the greatest
potential victims are the malls. Once the
panacea of shopping for everything under one
roof, the mall operators (and the real estate
firms that own/collect rent in them) now fear
the loss of so-called “anchor” box stores in
those malls. Without the anchor, the concept
and the shoppers may well drift away.
Question remains: Is online buying the only

alternative? I don’t think so. Perhaps I’m a
creature of old-fashioned habit, but I prefer

buying with my senses, i.e. what I can see,
hear, smell, feel and taste. I recognize there
must be a tremendous sense of freedom for
people with disabilities to purchase perishables
and non-perishables via the Internet. But if
I’m shopping for a fitted piece of clothing, a
pair of shoes, a piece of hardware, an appliance
or even a book, I would rather walk into one
of our in-town stores to buy it, not just guess
it’ll do, key in my credit card number and de-
mand that it come in the mail 24 hours later!
Again, I may be out of step, but I prefer to
shop where the sales people know my name
(or at least that I’m from nearby), and where
they bring additional information about the
product I might need into the equation. A
couple of times, I’ve had a salesperson recom-
mend I go elsewhere.
The proponents of online shopping claim it

will save me money and time I’d spend on gas,
parking and wear on my car. They say I can
compare prices more easily. They say I can still
choose the sizes, designs and colours I like.
They say I can shop in the middle of the
night, if I choose. And they say I can have the
purchase sent to me or as a gift to somebody
else … all online.  But are we so driven (some-
times like lemmings) that we can’t afford a
moment in the store to mull over, evaluate,
maybe get additional product information
from a salesperson and then have the satisfac-
tion of having made the right buying decision?
Online may be expedient, but think about the
implications of more empty storefronts in our
town. If the real purchasing option is there, I
say, we use the virtual one at our peril. 

Amid all the Sears fire-sale announcements
I’ve seen these last weeks – with Sears selling
everything at up to 50 per cent off and more
– the whole issue came home to us this week.
Last Friday, I threw some laundry into our
clothes washer, added detergent, turned it on
and walked away. I heard a thud and turned
the machine off. Inside there were chards of
plastic from a major part floating in my
clothes. Our old Kenmore, we’d bought from
Sears way back when, was a goner. 

It’s as if our washer sensed Sears’ end was
near, and physically and symbolically … gave
up the ghost (in time for Halloween). We have
been physically shopping for a new one (only
online for product evaluations) and prefer it
that way.

For more Barris Beat columns, 
go to www.tedbarris.com

The Barris Beat
column by Ted Barris

Retail apocalypse

WINTER TIRE SALE NOW ON! Plus Collect up to 10X CT Money!

Canadian Tire Uxbridge       www.canadiantire.ca       Store 905 852 3315 

“With the Best Selection,
Price and Service…

Why Shop Anywhere Else?”

Take advantage of our 24 month equal payment plan. No Fees, No Interest!
Call us today at (905) 852-9857 or
TEXT US at (647) 952-6160
for a tire quote and set up your appointment!

Great savings
on great brands

"Tested in
Canada!”

Am I Wrong?
column by Roger Varley

The sweetest words



e only way to find the right an-
swers is by asking the right questions.
ey are difficult to ask though, be-
cause they require us to look deeper
and more meaningfully into our-
selves. at is why most of us start off
with what we want the answer to be
and then create a question that leads
to that answer.

For instance, you may feel that your
brilliance is underappreciated. You
could ask yourself if you are really as
smart as you think you are, but it is
much easier to ask, “Why doesn’t the
world understand my genius?” at
is how we create the lies we tell our-
selves.

Communities do much the same
thing. When youth are leaving the
community, or the economy is in de-
cline, the natural question that gets
asked is, “What are we going to do
about it?” Most communities com-
pletely miss the most important
question: Why? Why are the youth
leaving? Why is the economy in de-
cline? Until you know why, the solu-
tions and the strategies won’t fix
anything, because they will just be
exercises on paper.

Starting with “why” is incredibly
important for addressing the real is-
sues and finding real success, but
there are other questions that are
equally important. It is important to
engage in a public discussion about
your community’s identity. Who is
your community? Asking this ques-
tion over time in a public fashion al-
lows you to gather meta-data on who
the community really is through
those public expressions.
e follow up question is: What do

you realistically want to become? Too
many communities come up with
grand dreams, but they don’t have
the resources, assets, or will-power to

get there. For instance, if you want to
be a tourist destination, do you have
what tourists would come to see?
Also, few communities ask how
much they are willing to suffer for
their dream. at will confirm how
committed the community is, and
their likelihood of success.

e last question is about action
and accountability. Few people really
want to ask that one out loud, be-
cause the one who asks is the one
who is given the responsibility. If no
one asks the question, then it is pre-
sumed those “in charge” will own it.
Yet building success in a community
is not the responsibility of elected of-
ficials and top administrators alone.
It takes an entire community work-
ing to find success.
You should also determine what you

are going to do to help. You might
not have any power or authority, or
be directly involved, but you can al-
ways do something. It may be serving
as a champion or cheerleader, or con-
tributing when you are called upon,
or just staying out of the way. ere
is always a way to contribute to the
success of your community. If noth-
ing else, be prepared to be asked
some tough questions that require
real reflection and real answers. Real
change happens when we are pre-
pared to face the hard questions, be-
cause those are the questions that
really matter.
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We would like to welcome 
the newest member 

to our team!
Dr. Melissa Mullett

Chiropractor

To book an 
appointment 
please call
905-852-7704
Now accepting 
new patients.

Now offering

Questions that matter



A multi-generational Uxbridge farm
family was celebrated last ursday
evening at the fourth annual Cele-
brate Agriculture Gala, which was
held at the Scugog Community Cen-
tre in Port Perry. 

Each year, Durham Farm Connec-
tions acknowledges an intergenera-
tional farm family with a history of
progressive achievements and com-
munity service, and this year the
Herrema family got this recognition.
e 2017 Durham Farm Connec-
tions Family Farm Award went to
Herremas because of their history of
progressive achievements and com-
munity service through public serv-
ices and rural leadership.  

e Herremas have an open door
policy at their farm and have hosted
several public tours at their farm
property to highlight the diversity
and value of agriculture. Two gener-
ations of the family have been in-
volved in public service of some
form, ensuring that a perspective on
agriculture was always present when
decisions were made at municipal
and regional government. 

4-H and Junior Farmers clubs, the
Plowmen’s Association and the
Uxbridge Fair are also some of the re-
cipients of the family’s leadership
skills and their commitment to the
betterment of their community.   

With a recent major expansion of
dairy barn facilities, the youngest
generation is committed to continu-
ing the farm operation. 
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Chances 
Are

Christmas 
Store

November 4 - 25
Hours:

Tuesday to Saturday
10:00am - 4:00pm

20 Bascom Street
Upper Level

Mirror, from page 3

residents will commute to the city for
work, adding there are not a lot of
employment opportunities within
the township.
Asked if there is anything that needs

fixing, his answer was to the point.
"ere's always something that

needs fixing," he said, adding that
truck traffic through the downtown
core is the biggest problem.

"It would be really nice if we could
eliminate that," he said.

Herrema family receives top agricultural award in Durham

Herralea Farms accepts the 2017 Farm Connections Farm Family Award at a gala on Thurs-
day, October 26. From left: Helen, Howie, Liz and Brigitte Herrema; Perri Reesor from CIBC;
Gerrit Herrema, and Steve Ritchie from CIBC.                                             Submitted photo
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THIS WEEKEND Thu., Nov. 2: Oak Ridges Trail As-
sociation Hike, 9:30 a.m. Walker
Woods West. This is a moderate, 2 hr,
loop hike with gentle hills. Meet at park-
ing lot on east side of Uxbridge Conc. 6,
2 km south of Durham Rd. 21 at Albright
Rd. Contact: Kevin Lowe 416 655 2256
Fri. Nov. 3: Oak Ridges Trail Asso-
ciation Hike, 9:30 a.m. 10+ km; Fast;
2+ hr. hilly loop hike including Skyloft.
Meet in the Durham Forest parking area
on the east side of the 7th Conc., 1 km
south of Durham Rd. 21. Contact: Joan
Taylor 905 477 2161.
Fri., Nov. 3: Epsom/Utica United
Church Roast Beef Supper.
Uxbridge Seniors’ Centre, 4:30 - 7 p.m.
Adults $20; youth 6-12 $10; 5 & under
free.
Sat., Nov. 4: Pearls & Lace Craft
Show. Goodwood Community Centre,
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. This special event has
been running for over 15 years and is
well attended! Free admission, free park-
ing. For more information contact 905-
640-3966.
Sat., Nov. 4: Holly Berry Happen-
ings. Goodwood United Church, 10
a.m. – 2 p.m. “New to you items,”
teacher & hostess gifts, baking, crafts.

Lunch available – soup, sandwiches &
cookies for $10. For more information,
call 905-640-3347.
Sat., Nov. 4: St. Paul's Annual
Turkey Dinner with  All the Trim-
mings. St. Paul's Anglican Church, 5 -
7 p.m., continuous service. Adults $18;
Children (ages 6-12) 
$12; preschoolers free. Advance tickets
available at the church office or buy at
door. All welcome. For info call 905-852-
7016, visit stpauls-uxbridge.ca 
Sun., Nov. 5: Music Fest at
Reachview Village. 10 - 11:15 a.m.
We have a most appreciative audience!
For more info call jo at 905-852-6487.

NEXT WEEK
Mon., Nov. 6: Oak Ridges Trail
Association Hike, 9:30 a.m.
Uxbridge-Brock Tract. This is a slow to
moderate hike through scenic, hilly ter-
rain. Well mannered dogs welcome. Join
us for lunch afterwards. Meet at parking
lot on east side of Brock Rd. 1 km north
of Uxbridge/Pickering Town Line. Con-
tact: Brian & Wilma Millage 905 853
2407
Sun., Nov. 12: Udora United
Church Anniversary Sunday. Cele-
brating  167 years! 10:30 a.m.
Sun., Nov. 12: Uxbridge Christ-
mas Home Tour, sponsored by the Ro-
tary Club of Uxbridge. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Eight urban & rural homes professionally

decorated  for  the holiday season. For
information on the tour & ticket availabil-
ity, visit uxbridgechristmashometour.ca
Sun., Nov. 12: The Ladies of the
Foster present A Christmas Carol.
Thomas Foster Memorial, 1:30 p.m. 
Sun., Nov. 12: A Concert For Re-
membrance Day. St. Paul's Anglican
Church, 7:30 p.m. Piotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky’s  Symphony No. 5 in E
minor, Op. 64. Orchestra: Orpheus Sym-
phonietta. Tickets $15, available through
starticketing.com, at Sugar FX, or phone
866-808-2006.

UPCOMING
Mon., Nov. 13: Scott Central Pub-
lic School celebrates 50 years Scott
Central P.S., 5 - 7 p.m. Formal ceremony
at 6 p.m. Refreshments, photobooth, stu-
dent performances, memories slideshow.
To R.S.V.P. contact
bit.ly/ScottCentral50th or call 905-852-
9751.
Thurs., Nov. 16: Lunch & Learn. St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 12 noon to 2
p.m. Do you know if you have diabetes?
Rosemary Johnson & Shabnam Jabrani of
the Uxbridge Diabetic Clinic will answer
your questions. Program begins with a
pay-what-you-can lunch prepared by
Take-a-Break and Anglican Church
Women. All proceeds used for commu-
nity outreach projects. Call 905-852-
7016 to reserve a seat.
Thurs., Nov. 16: Turkey Dinner at
Goodwood Community Centre.
Hosted by Goodwood United Church.
4:30 p.m. on. Tickets at the door - $20.
For further information, call 905-640-
3347.
Sat., Nov. 18: Uxbridge Curling
Club’s 8th Annual Pancake Break-

fast. 8 - 11 a.m. Enjoy a yummy pan-
cake breakfast before you head out to the
Santa Claus parade! Adults $7, children
$5.
Sat., Nov. 18: Baking & Craft
Sale, Zephyr United Church. 9 a.m. - 1
p.m. Lots of home baking, preserves,
crafts, knitting, decorative items, things
for your home. Also a White Elephant
table. Coffee and muffins will be avail-
able.
Sat., Nov. 18: Christmas Craft
Show & Sale, Trinity United Church, 9
a.m. - 3 p.m. Join us for our 10th Annual
Sale. Over 30 new and returning
favourite vendors. Delicious baked goods
table, tea room, while elephant room,
door prizes. Free admission. This is a
church fundraiser. trinitycraftshow@hot-
mail.com
Sat., Nov. 18: Annual After the
Santa Claus Parade Luncheon, St.
Paul’s Anglican Church, 11:30 a.m. - 3
p.m. Luncheon, bake sale, silent auction
& raffle. Warm up, enjoy a homemade
hot lunch in the lower hall. Soups, chili,
hot dogs, muffins & desserts. Everyone
welcome. Sponsored by St. Paul's ladies'
Take-A-Break Group. Phone 905-852-
7016. www.stpauls-uxbridge.ca and on
Facebook
Tues., Nov. 21: Annual Turkey
Christmas Luncheon, Uxbridge Sen-
iors' Centre, noon. Monday Morning
Singers will perform. Tickets $15/mem-
bers, $20/non-members, on sale at the
Seniors’ Centre Thursdays & Fridays from
9 -   11 a.m.

ONGOING
Community Soup Lunch at St. An-
drew's Chalmers Presbyterian Church
Hall. Every Wednesday, 12 - 1 p.m. Pay
what you can to support Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank. Delicious soups &
desserts supplied by various churches &
service groups. For information contact
905-852-4753

COMING UP is a FREE community bul-
letin board. If you have a community
event for a charity or non-profit organiza-
tion that you’d like us to mention (AS
SPACE PERMITS), please contact us at
thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-
1900. The deadline for our next issue is
12 noon Tuesday.

COMING UP

HOME OR COTTAGE
REMODELLING SERVICES

Kitchen, bathroom, flooring, painting, basement, staircases.
One free consultation - get started and call Oscar today!

oscarscontracting.ca 416-803-5866 Interested in

MUSIC LESSONS?
Private piano lessons

Tutoring on all band instruments

Susan McMullen B.Mus., B.Ed., OCT

Uxbridge     905-904-0570

29 years teaching experience

READY FOR WINTER?

CALL DOUG  905-852-9440

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

WINDOWS
AND 

DOORS

3 Brock Street West
OPEN SUNDAYS 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.905-852-9892

OUR HOMEMADE SOUPS AND SANDWICHES
ARE PERFECT WHEN YOU’RE ON THE GO!

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR 
THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS!

www.themeatmerchant.ca

Prepare for fall!
Fall servicing

available now.
Specializing in
Audi, Porsche, Hybrid, Electric & Diesel,
European & Asian, Vintage Volkswagen

138 Sandford Dr.,
Unit 5, Stouffville

• Free courtesy car (by appointment)
• Yes, we do domestic
• Online booking available

We are currently looking for
experienced personnel to assist with
2017/2018 Snow clearing operation:

Sidewalk Personnel
Skidsteer Operators
Loader Operators

Salt Truck Operators
Plow Tractor Operators

All successful candidates must be able
to work flexible hours and have own
transportation to reach Kennedy &
Steeles area. Punctuality and great

attitudes are an asset.
Hourly wage of $18.00 - $30.00

Forward your resume to
gtaejobs@clintar.com
or Fax 416-291-6792



by Roger Varley

It was a rough weekend for the
Uxbridge Bruins as they lost a Fri-
day home game to the Port Perry
Mojacks 3-2, won 5-2 over the
North Kawartha Knights in Aps-
ley on Saturday and then were
crushed 7-2 by the Chiefs in Lake-
field on Tuesday night. In the
process, coach Rob Acton was
ejected from Friday's game with a
one-game suspension and Tyler
Hutchinson was suspended for
four games.
Friday night's tilt against the Mo-

Jacks was good, old fashioned,
hard-nosed hockey between two
long-time rivals, marred only by
the zealousness of the officials,
who handed out 35 penalties for a
total of 94 minutes.

e Bruins obviously held the
edge in the first period, coming
out of the stanza with a 2-0 lead
after two goals in the dying min-
utes. Robert Freckelton scored a
short-handed marker when he
stole the puck off a MoJacks player
and skated in alone on Port Perry
netminder Shawn Mabley. Two
minutes later, Cameron Moffitt
and Aiden Reilly combined on
one of the most perfect passing
plays seen all season.

In the second period, it was Port
Perry's turn to dominate, scoring
a power-play goal early in the pe-
riod with just three seconds left on
Kieran Beaudoin's slashing
penalty and a second power-play
marker near the midway point.
e period also saw Bruins coach
Rob Acton ejected from the game
for arguing a call by the officials.
In the third, the Uxbridge squad

appeared to have trouble getting
on track, leading to the MoJacks'
winning goal at the 12:54 mark.
Goalie Jake Joosten made a num-

ber of great saves during the game,
while Mabley wasn't tested nearly
as severely. Tyler Hutchinson, who
has worked hard to eradicate the
memory of his first game in a Bru-
ins jersey, when he earned 26 min-
utes in penalties, fell by the
wayside again in the third, when
he picked up a minor for slashing,
10 minutes for abuse of officials
and two game misconducts for
abuse, all at the same time. is re-
sulted in a league suspension for
four games.

In Apsley the following night,
with Joosten back in net, the Bru-
ins' power-play finally clicked as
three of their five goals against the
North Kawartha Knights came as
they enjoyed the man advantage.

Noah Donaghy combined with
Matthew Hunter to open the scor-

ing early in the first, followed by a
power-play goal from Moffitt, as-
sisted by Adam Bartholomew.

In the second, Bartholomew's
unassisted power-play marker and
Reilly's goal, assisted by Beaudoin,
gave the Bruins a four-goal lead
before the Knights responded with
two of their own, including a
short-handed effort.

A power-play goal by Beaudoin
in the third, assisted by Hunter,
closed out the scoring.

On Tuesday night in Lakefield,
Aaron Vatcher, the leading goal
scorer in the PJHL's Orr Division,
scored a hat-trick to lead his team
to a 7-2 win. e Chiefs scored
three unanswered goals in the first
period, including one with the
game just a minute old and the
third with 12 seconds left in the
period.

Simon Feig finally put the Bruins
on the scoreboard midway
through the second period, as-
sisted by Moffitt, only to see the
Chiefs come back with their
fourth.

Lakefield scored another in the
third and then, a minute later,
Daniel Wu notched Uxbridge's
second on a power-play, assisted
by Carson Bell. Any momentum
Wu's goal might have instilled in
the Bruins was quickly snuffed out
when the Chiefs came back with
their own goal 20 seconds later
and Vatcher closed out the scoring
with his third of the night.
e Bruins return to the arena to-

morrow night at 7:45 p.m. to play
a return game against the Knights
before facing the lowly Georgina
Ice at 3:30 p.m. Sunday afternoon
at the Sutton arena.
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Across
1. Spirit
5. Collagen target
8. Years ___
11. Nonchalance
12. Scarce
13. Took off
14. Geometry calculation
15. Apartment
16. Apiece, in scores
17. The Mayans and An-
cient    

Greeks painted on them
19. Observe
20. Proposals
23. Reporter's question
25. "___ you sure?"
26. Border
28. Canvas shelters
32. Hot drink
33. Current location
35. Cambrian, for one
36. Thyme and sage
38. This girl
39. Bottom of a royal flush
40. ___ too much
42. Wiped out
44. Radio ad
47. Rainbow making glass
49. Tout's offering
50. 1967 musical
51. "Render __ Caesar"...
55. Lunch hour
56. Combines numbers
57. Go bad
58. Corral
59. Consult
60. Lip

Down
1. Arctic for one
2. Dinghy propeller
3. Finish, with "up"
4. Approved absence
5. Pool division
6. Galway native
7. Dearest
8. Intelligent horse breed
9. Battering wind
10. "___ the lonely"
12. Part of CIS
18. Take into custody
19. Fall behind
20. Sworn declaration
21. Let go
22. North Carolina's Cape  

___
24. Miscellany
27. "___ Robinson" - Song 

from "The Graduate"
29. New Jersey hoopsters
30. Maple, for one
31. Hourglass contents
34. Belonging to them
37. Bridle part
41. One in a black suit
43. Tickle pink
44. "Cut it out!"
45. Durable wood
46. Uncover
48. Carnival attraction
50. Possesses
52. Doze off
53. Big jerk
54. Source of iron

Bruins lose at home, split road trip
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SERVICES
CROSSFIT SCUGOG: Try us for one week,
FREE in November or December. Call 905-433-
7284 to book today! 99 North Port Rd., Port
Perry, visit crossfitscugog.com or find us on
Facebook at CrossFit Scugog.   11/9
UNLIMITED INTERNET:  25FTTN $44.95/m,
50FTTN $49.95/m. No Contract. FREE Modem
Rental. $30 Installation. Call or text 647-518-
0498 www.altimatel.com   12/14
DON’T “FALL” INTO BAD HABITS: I can
update your accounting records including
business, investments, payroll, income tax,
trusts/estates, HST and everything else. Certified
QuickBooks ProAdvisor. Over 30 years
experience. Call Eric 905-852-9110
eric@erickis.com   11/16
DECKS & FENCING: Does your deck or fence
need repair? We specialize in decks & fencing.
No deck is too small or big. Very competitive

prices, 20 years’ experience, 2-year written
warranty, free estimates. For all your outside
upgrades & projects, contact RBC Decks. Ron,
416-705-9993.  11/30
ALEXANDER COMPUTER SERVICES:
Quality repair and sales from a local,
experienced professional. Call 416-629-6626
(ask for Kevin) or visit www.alexandercs.com
11/30
TUTOR: I provide private tutoring in my home;
elementary, high school, college and university.
I also work within the business community. 905-
852-1145.  2/1
EXPERIENCE THE COMFORT OF A GREAT
BRA. The Girls Bra Boutique, 6316 Main St.,
Stouffville. 905-642-3339. An uplifting
experience!  11/30
HOME-WATCH HOUSE/PET SITTING
SERVICES: Voted #1 for protecting your home
and caring for your pets.Home owners have
trusted Heather Stewart for 14 years for her
reliability and detailed professionalism. Property
& Snowbird Services / Dog Walking / Cat
Sitting/Doggie Sleep-Overs! www.home-
watch.ca for more info on Heather’s services…
call or text 905-852-8525…follow us on
Instagram - HomeWatchUxbridge   11/30

WANTED
GENERAL FARM LABOURERS WANTED
for 2018. Seasonal, permanent full-time hours,
March to November 2018. Minimum wage of
$11.60/hr. To plant, cultivate, water and

harvest flowers and field vegetables at Jan Hing
Farm, 11450, Conc. 3, Zephyr, Ontario. Must be
able to work in a fast-paced environment,
experience an asset. Email resumé to
janhingfarm@gmail.com   11/23

FOR SALE
WINTER TIRES: 4 Bridgestone Blizzak WS80
225/60/17. Used 1 winter. $300. 905-862-
2262   11/2

TRAILER: 8’ x 5.5’ tandem box trailer. $950.
905-852-5637.   11/9

SEASONED HARDWOOD FIREWOOD.
Delivered and stacked within Uxbridge area.
$430 per bush cord. 416-460-7667.   11/2

WHEELS FOR JETTA HIGHLINER: 4 x 27”
Alloy wheels with all season tires for VW Jetta
Highliner. $100. Call Judy at 416-219-0846.
11/2

EVENTS
Christmas Collective at ARTSPACE 236: Fri., Dec.
1 - Sun., Dec. 3. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 236 Sandford
Rd. Featuring 10 artists: Gretel Boose Sculptures;
handbags & purses by Nancy Newman Textiles;
prints and porcelains by Tim Laurin; Lynn
Bishop’s mixed media works; silversmith pieces
by Amanda Brittin; glass works by Gayle Temple;
multi-media works by Tom Loach; quilt textiles
by Judith Tinkl; Heather Smit Ceramics, and
paintings by Linda Edwards. Unique & original
gift ideas. Join us for cookies, conversation and
art!   11/30 

LOST
4-YEAR OLD GREY TABBY CAT. Neutered
male named Dobby. Missing since Sun., Oct. 15.
Small ears, half a tail, very shy. Missing from
Wagg Rd. area between Concs. 3 & 4. May try
to hide in barn or shed. If you have any
information on Dobby, call 416-839-2761.
11/2

LOST SET OF DODGE KEYS. Tin Mill area.
Please call Mark. 289-992-8027.   11/2

CLASSIFIED

COSMOS BUSINESS BULLETIN BOARD

Classifieds are $10/week up to 25 words; $0.10 per additional word (plus HST). Payable in advance by cash, cheque, debit or credit card. 
Contact thecosmos@powergate.ca or 905-852-1900  Deadline:  Tuesday, 12 noon. Ask about online link possibilities, too.

ISA Certified Arborists
Established 1981 - Fully Insured

• Bucket Truck & Crane, 
Professional Climbers

• Pruning, Removals, Stump Grinding
David Watts, B.Sc. (Agr.)

www.uxbridgetreeservice.com

905-852-5313
“FALL” INTO

COZY
HANDCRAFTED
PINE FURNITURE
ISN’T IT TIME YOU

OWNED A GILLDERCROFT?
9269 

3rd Concession

Early Style Canadian
Handcrafted Pine Furniture

905-852-2275
www.gilldercroft.com

UXBRIDGE MEMORIAL COMPANY
108 Brock Street West, Uxbridge L9P 1P4

Dave & Lori Tomkinson

Tel: 905-852.3472  • 1-888-672-4364 • Fax: 905-852-0085
uxmemco@interhop.net

Windcrest
electrical contracting ltd

Paul Fraser
Cell 416.527.0878
windcrestelectrical@gmail.com

esa #7007893

“No matter where I am,
your teachings fill me
with songs.”

Psalm 119:54

More Bible help at:
www.biblesociety.ca/the_word_and_you

LIGHT FOR YOUR PATH

UxBRIDGE BRANCH

For all your
home 

projects

RON BROWN AUTO

We will not be undersold.
We service all 

makes and models.
We fix it right the first time!

170 Main Street North 

905-852-5981
905-852-1981

uprightdoorservice.com

DOOR SERVICE INC.

Garage Doors
& Openers

Katie Clark MSW, RSW

Counselling Services
Finding Solutions Together
Individual, marital and

family therapy
Elgin Centre

304 Toronto St. S., Unit 214
Uxbridge

905-862-4100
kclarkmsw@gmail.com
katieclarkcounselling.ca

MARTINS
PAINTING
Interior & Exterior

Wallpapering, drywall
& plaster repairs, 
Crown moulding, 
Home renovations
416-347-6469

Enjoy the warmth of

Pine Furniture
Custom designed and built by Ross Colby

• In Uxbridge Since 1973 •

4 Sandy Hook Road
905-852-3617

rosscolbyfurniture.com

Steve’s Painting
Need a room or rooms
painted quickly?

Fast,
dependable 
work.
905-862-0564
smcnevitts@gmail.com

JONES PUMPING
Septic & Holding Tanks

905-852-2486
416-476-7170

Serving Port Perry,
Uxbridge & 

surrounding  areas

MOE licensed



...Letters, from page 4

with the Aanandit Children's Home
in Kathmandu.

We thank you people of Uxbridge
for your generosity. This is such an
amazing town to live in!
God Bless!

Pauline & Dave Streeter
Aanandit Aid to Nepal

Really? I write a letter to the editor
as a private citizen and I get attacked
and insulted in a public forum by the
mayor? Does not a public official
have a thicker skin than that? I am
fine with having details about policy
and decision-making and by laws
clarified (and I wasn’t misinforming
anyone, by the way, just speaking my
mind), but I would expect this to be
done in a respectful and impersonal
manner. I am tempted not to re-
spond at all, but I’m sorry … I just
can’t leave it out there for people to
think what they want to think about
me or the issues I raised. 

Now that everyone who reads this
paper knows that I am a retired edu-
cator, (a fact I never mentioned in
my letter, so I guess the mayor did
her research and feels it’s okay for her
to reveal that), I will say a few things.

I paid the tickets. I wasn’t ticketed
inaccurately. I know that. I’m not as
stupid as the mayor seemed to imply
in her parting shot. Having to pay
the tickets wasn’t my complaint. My
POINT was that perhaps a by-law
officer should be allowed some dis-
cretion depending on time of day or
circumstance; perhaps the parking
signage decisions should be reconsid-
ered; perhaps the person who called
me should be given a little more abil-
ity to respond sympathetically when
a situation is explained; perhaps it
should be clearer on the ticket, on
the website, and in the town offices
whom one should speak to, and
where to discuss an issue like this. 

As for other things in my letter to
which the mayor responded: 
I am well aware of different levels of

government, the responsibilities of
the mayor vs. the CAO, and the
challenges that every municipality
faces as the lowest level of govern-
ment. Being under jurisdiction of the
region, the province, the country, not
to mention all of the regulatory bod-
ies governing things like traffic, land
use, and more is difficult. And I am
aware that private sector influences,
investors, industries, and “outsiders”
are all a challenge. Again, I am not
“unknowledgeable” as the mayor
called me. I do appreciate her expla-
nations of what it takes to get things
done here … perhaps we need more

of that kind of direct explanation to
the taxpayers of this municipality on
a regular basis. The things I men-
tioned in my letter are not just my
concerns, they are the concerns of
many of my acquaintances and the
concerns have accumulated over sev-
eral years. Some of these people have
left this community because of it. My
inference about the municipal red
tape was not about development …
it was about innovation and creativ-
ity being bogged down in bureau-
cracy for some, but not for others,
about making by laws and setting
costs and fees that make sense and
aren’t prohibitive. I know that the
costs of doing business are high and

should be expected, that absentee in-
vestors are a problem, but the mayor
and council do have some control
over by laws, fees, the appearance
standards of commercial and private
buildings, parking signage, and many
other things.
In conclusion, I am not looking for

an apology for being reprimanded in
public, although I am upset by it, but
I am hoping that in the future the
mayor finds a more dignified way to
make her points, and not at my per-
sonal expense or anyone else’s.

David Geene
Uxbridge... for now

Congratulations to Pat Higgins and

his crew on winning a national award
for event marketing with programs
such as Huck Finn Day, Ladies
Night, the JumpStart games, and the
Best Christmas Store, to name a few.
The Township of Uxbridge has ben-
efitted greatly from all the programs
that Canadian Tire has supported,
and it is only through Pat Higgins’s

support and generosity that all of
these programs and many more assist
all residents of the Township.
Thank you, Pat.

Bev Northeast
Chair of Energy 

Conservation Committee
Chair of Salvation Army
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COGDALE, 
Helen Jean 
(née Stemp)

It is with deep sadness we announce 
the passing of our mother, Gramma and 
Great-Gramma, on Tuesday, October 24, 
2017, at the age of 96 at Butternut Manor. 
She was predeceased by her loving husband, 
Jim. Cherished mother of Betty (the late John), 
Bonnie (the late John) and Doug (Wendy). Gramma of Cindy (Chris), 
Michael (Lis), Carrie, Kim (Chris), Katie (Dale) and Michelle. Great-
Gramma of Noah, Jillian, Dionna, Mikayla, Bianca, Sean, Caelynn and 
Greyson. Loved and remembered by her siblings, Jean (the late Bill), Harry, 
and Barry (Shirley) as well as her many nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
Lloyd and Barb. 
�e family would like to thank Butternut Manor and Dr. Bryon for all the 
support and care given to Helen, and a special thanks to Teresa Black and 
Simon for their visits. At Helen’s 
request, no funeral will be held. 
However, the family would like 
to extend an invitation to drop 
in to the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 170, 109 Franklin St., Uxbridge 
on Sunday, November 5, 2017, from 2 
p.m. – 4 p.m. and share your memories 
of Helen. In lieu of �owers, donations 
to a charity of your choice would be 
appreciated. For online condolences, 
please visit www.lowandlow.ca

HOPE, Kenneth
August 18, 1926 – October 29, 2017

Ken passed away peacefully at home in his 92nd year.  Beloved husband
to Mavis Jane Johnston for 68 years.  Cherished father of Beverley
(Gerald), Barbara (the late Bill), Ken (Lori), Edie (Ralph), Darlene
(Aaron), and Fred.  Proud grandfather to 12 grandchildren and 8 great-
grandchildren. Survived by his sister Alma and brother Roy.  Predeceased
by his parents Gordon and Ada and sisters and brothers, Mary, Bill,
Eileen, Keith, Merle and Allan.

Visitation will be held at the Low and Low Funeral Home, 23
Main Street South, Uxbridge (905-852-3073) on =ursday,
November 2, 2017 from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. Service will

be held in the chapel on Friday, November 3, 2017 at
1 p.m. with visitation one hour prior. Following the

service, Kenneth will be laid to rest in
Uxbridge Cemetery.  =e family has
requested that in lieu of <owers, any

memorial donations be made to the Uxbridge
Cottage Hospital Foundation, the Arthritis
Society or the Alzheimer Society. For online
condolences, please visit www.lowandlow.ca 

In loving memory of our beautiful & precious daughter & sister, 

Lisa Northeast-Jones
who was tragically killed by a drunk driver on November 2, 1991

“If I had a single �ower for every time I think of you, 
I could walk forever in my garden.”

~Claudia Adrienne Grandi

Dance with the angels, Lisa. You have left heart prints on every-one of us.
We love you, Lisa, and miss you dearly.

Mom, Brad, Jacqui, Racheal, Carrie, Vince, Brenden, & Mathew 
In Loving Memory of my Mom & Dad,

Gary & Lisa Northeast-Jones
who were tragically killed by a drunk driver on November 2, 1991

If remembering brings you closer, then you never went away
For the thoughts of you are with me each and every day.

�ere will always be heartache and many a silent tear, but precious
are the memories of the days when you were here.

Missing you always and will love you both forever.
Your loving son, Mathew
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SAME LOCAL CUSTOMER SERVICE
NEW BIG CITY SPEEDS!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW INTERNET 30 & INTERNET 60 PACKAGES
You really can have the best of both worlds with Compton!

905-985-8171
customerservice@compton.net

Reader’s Choice 5 years in a row!
Best telephone service
and internet provider!

At Compton
we make it easy!

Contact our office today for more
on how to get started

or bundle your current packages.

Operated by Rogers Communications

Gerald Lawrence
Sales Representative

Michelle Maynard
Sales Representative

Shane Coxworth
Sales Representative

Gwen Layton
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde
Broker

Janet Green
Sales Representative

Kim Sharp
Sales Representative

Dale O’Neill
Sales Representative

Marie Persaud
Sales Representative

Chris Larmer
Sales Representative

Judy Esmonde, Broker
www.JudyEsmonde.com

Cell: 416-677-8709

Fall market 
is here, 
call Judy
today for a
free market
evaluation.

LIS
TIN
GS

WA
NT
ED
!

Gerald Lawrence, Sales Representative
www.MultipleListings.ca

Cell: 416-556-0238

Custom built 
A-frame,
16.9 acres

w/pool & pond,
4 beds, 3 baths,

2 wood
fireplaces

+ 3 bdrm coach
house

+ 2 bdrm
bungalow.

JU
ST

LIS
TE
D

Marie Persaud, Sales Representative
www.MariePersaud.ca
Cell: 416-970-8979

Privacy,
mature
forest, 

34 acres,
existing

foundation

AC
RE
AG
E

Dale O’Neill, Sales Representative
www.DaleOneill.com
Cell: 647-924-0975

Located in
Uxbridge,

3+1 bedroom, 
3 bathroom, 
3/4 acre lot,
2200 square

feet.
$2495 

per month.

FO
R

LE
AS
E

Janet Green, Sales Representative
www.JanetGreen.ca
Cell: 905-439-1799

98 Acres
4 bds

Beautiful
farmland

Countryside
views

Minutes to 407
Easy commute

FO
R
SA
LE

Chris Larmer, Sales Representative
www.ChrisLarmer.com
Cell: 416-500-6377

Updated
century home,
5 bedrooms,
3 baths,
wood & 

gas fireplace,
large family

room.

NE
W

PR
ICE

Kim Sharp, Sales Representative
www.KimSharpHomes.com

Cell: 416-428-5979

Call for your
complimentary

home
evaluation.

FR
EE
 

CM
A

Michelle Maynard, Sales Representative
www.HouseandHomeGTA.com

Cell: 416-803-7556

8 Lorne St,
Sunderland
Nov. 4,
1-3pm 
and

Nov. 5, 
2-4pm.
$419,900

OP
EN

HO
US
E

Gwen Layton, Sales Representative
www.GwenLayton.ca
Cell: 647-991-3276

Renovator’s
Dream with
deeded Lake

Simcoe
private

community
beach
access

CO
MI
NG

SO
ON

Shane Coxworth, Sales Representative
www.ShaneCoxworth.com

Cell: 905-903-7965

Attention
Investors:

Excellent South
Whitby
Location.
2 Bedroom
Bungalow, 
Large Lot,
Walk Out
Basement.

$4
19
,90
0

R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage
Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

www.ColdwellBankerUxbridge.ca

www.ColdwellBanker.ca

www.BecomeARealtor.ca

75 Brock Street West,
Uxbridge

905-852-4338
Toll Free

1-866-666-2696

www.ColdwellBankerLuxury.com
The Global Luxury Difference


